Gorgoniapolynoe caeciliae (Fauvel, 1913)

The association between G. caeciliae and the deep sea
Alcyonacea Candidella imbricata and Corallium niobe has been
found in cruises of the INDEMARES project (07/NAT/E/000732),
from 1288 to 1585 m depth in the Galicia Bank (NW lberian
Peninsula, 42° 27,7’ - 58,4’N 11° 55,9’ - 12° 3,8’W, C. imbricata)
and Avilés Canyon (Bay of Biscay, 44° 1,5°N - 5° 42,9°’W, 928 m
depth, C. niobe).

In C. imbricata, the worm occurs inside galleries formed by
highly modified sclerites. This finding represents the first
mention of the association for the Spanish coasts. In C. niobe,
the worm was found inside galleries in the main shaft of the
branches, where it induced significant changes in their shape.

on Candidella imbricata on Corallium niobe

Polychaete species associated to antipatharians

AOur findings represent the first reports of the

association of 1) P. greeffi with antipatharians and 2) G.
caeciliae on C. imbricata for the Spanish coast. The
symbioses of polychaetes with antipatharians currently
involve 12 species participating in 15 associations.



