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Since 1954 the Regional Oral History Office has been interviewing leading
participants in or well-placed witnesses to major events in the development of
Northern California, the West, and the Nation. Oral history is a modern research
technique involving an interviewee and an informed interviewer in spontaneous
conversation. The taped record is transcribed, lightly edited for continuity
and clarity, and reviewed by the interviewee. The resulting manuscript is typed
in final form, indexed, bound with photographs and illustrative materials, and
placed in The Bancroft Library at the University of California, Berkeley, and
other research collections for scholarly use. Because it is primary material,
oral history is mnot intended to present the final, verified, or complete
narrative of events. It is a spoken account, offered by the interviewee in
response to questioning, and as such it is reflective, partisan, deeply involved,
and irreplaceable.
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All uses of this manuscript are covered by a legal agreement
between The Regents of the University of California and Adele and
Lewis Lawyer dated 12 December 1989. The manuscript is thereby made
available for research purposes. All 1literary rights in the
manuscript, including the right to publish, are reserved to The
Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley. No part
of the manuscript may be quoted for publication without the written
permission of the Director of The Bancroft Library of the University
of California, Berkeley.

Requests for permission to quote for publication should be
addressed to the Regional Oral History Office, 486 Library,
University of California, Berkeley 94720, and should include
identification of the specific passages to be quoted, anticipated
use of the passages, and identification of the user. The legal
agreement with Adele and Lewis Lawyer requires that they be notified
of the request and allowed thirty days in which to respond.

It is recommended that this oral history be cited as follows:

Adele and Lewis Lawyer, "Lawyers Inc.:
Partners in Plant Pathology, Horticul® -e,
and Marriage,” an oral history conduc

in 1989 by Suzanne B. Riess. Regional
Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley, 1991.
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Adele and Lewis Lawyer in their garden,
December, 1983.
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Cataloging Information

LAWYER, Adele (b. 1918) Plant pathologists, horticulturists
LAWYER, Lewis (b. 1907)

Lawyers Inc.: Partners in Plant Pathology, Horticulture, and Marriage, xii,
300 pp., 1991.

Lewis Lawyer: childhood in Alhambra CA, art school training, mentors in plant
pathology at UC Berkeley (1934); Adele Schwartz Lawyer: childhood in San
Francisco, combining a career in science with marriage and family; Calpak (Del
Monte Corporation) peach crop, Wheatland CA, Armillaria problem; research on
asparagus, hydroponic tomatoes; Del Monte peas: yield problem, seed treatment,
diseases, selection and breeding; corporate employment vs academic career;
Lawyers’' garden: sweet peas, daffodils, poppies, and hybridizing Pacific Coast
Native iris; California horticultural organizations.

Introductions by Olive Rice Waters, Public Relations Chairman, The American
Iris Society; Richard G. Landis, President and Chief Executive Officer, Del
Monte Corporation; Robert D. Raabe, Professor of Plant Pathology, UC Berkeley.

Interviewed 1989 by Suzanne B. Riess for the California Horticulture Oral
History series. The Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley.






Donors to the Lewis and Adele Lawyer Oral History

The Regional Oral History Office on behalf of future researchers
wishes to thank the following persons whose contributions made
possible this oral history of Adele and Lewis Lawyer. Special
thanks to David Lennette for his leadership in organizing the

funding.
David and Evelyne Lennette
and
Lora Dade Erickson
Aerin Moore

G. Colin Rigby

Patricia Talbert
and the

American Rock Garden Society, Western Chapter






Regional Oral History Office Interviews on
Horticulture, Botany, and Landscape Design

Individual Memoirs

Bracelin, N. Floy, The Ynes Mexia Botanical Collections, 1982.

Constance, Lincoln, Versatile Berkeley Botanist: Plant Taxonomy and University
Governance, 1987.

Lawyer, Adele and Lewis, Lawyers Inc.: Partners in Plant Pathology,
Horticulture, and Marriage, 1991.

McCaskill, June, Herbarium Scientist, University of California, Davis, 1989.

Pearce, F. Owen, California Garden Societies and Horticultural Publications
1947-1990, 1990.

Roth, Lurline Matson, Matson and Roth Family History: A lLove of Ships,
Horses, and _Gardens, 1982.

Scott, Geraldine Knight, A Woman in Landscape Architecture in California,
1926-1989, 1990.

Wieslander, A. E., California Forester: Mapper of Wildland Vegetation and
Soils, 1985.

Multi-interviewee Volumes
Blake Estate Oral History Project, 1988.

California Women in Botany, 1987.

Thomas_D. Church, Landscape Architect, Two volumes, 1978.

Lester Rowntree, California Native Plant Woman, 1979.

In Process
Isenberg, Gerda. Yerba Buena Nursery, California native plants.

Roderick, Wayne. UC Berkeley Botanical Garden, 1960-1976; East Bay Regional
Parks Botanic Garden, 1976-1983.
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INTRODUCTION by Olive Rice Waters

Lawyers, Inc., as Lewis and Adele are affectionately called by their
many friends, are the kind of team one seldom if ever sees. Their
association began early on in a university laboratory; both were
academics, Lewis perhaps more so than Adele. At that time I lived
nearby, and how I wish I could have become acquainted with them then!

Our friendship began at an Iris Society meeting; the society is
called the Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society, named for that great
plantsman, first editor of the California Horticultural Journal, and
first dean of the University of California’s graduate school of
librarianship.

On first meeting them, the Lawyers seemed reserved, as if trying to
make up their minds about these strange irisholics. Later they decided
that we were for real, and began to bid as high or higher for iris
rarities as the rest of us.

Who can forget the sight of Lewis’ color-banded borders at the 1978
National American Iris Society Convention? Other growers planted their
iris alphabetically, for convenience, or perhaps by year of introduction.
Lewis, artist that he is, planted all varieties of the same color in one
bed, making comparison between varieties, both for form and vigor, easily
decided.

Though the Lawyers still grow many tall bearded irises, they have
settled on Iris californicae, the Pacific Coast irises, as their
particular field of endeavor. They are trying to bring vigor into the
elusive Iris munzii, found in the wild only in the King's Canyon area
east of Fresno, by crossing it with more hardy species. Already their
hybrids with the turquoise blue wash are in great demand. Perseverance
is called for in such an effort, and this they have in abundance.

In the early '70s I became editor of a fledgling bulletin called the
Almanac, begun by Ed Pasahow in San Diego in 1973. It was a mimeographed
newsletter full of good insights into the growing of the PCI’'s [Pacific
Coast iris]. My main contribution was to work on the format and try to
keep enough circulation to pay the printer, the same job I have been
doing for Pacific Horticulture since 1976.
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Several editors later, after both I and the Lawyers had served terms
editing the Region 14 Tris Bulletin, the Lawyers brought the Almanac into
a focus that rightfully places it on library shelves of universities.
Their years of teamwork in university research as well as in agricultural
research for Del Monte have been applied to a different sort of problem
but using the same approach.

In addition, Adele serves as scientific editor of the American Iris
Society Bulletin.

The fact that these two persons are well-organized should not be
allowed to detract from their appeal as friends to plantsmen in general.
They are outgoing and enthusiastic; it's hard to speak of the
accomplishments of one without the other--a most successful arrangement!

Olive Rice Waters, Public Relations
Chairman, The American Iris Society

November 1990
Berkeley, California
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INTRODUCTION by Richard G. Landis

Reflection of forty-some years with a corporation (Del Monte
Corporation, i.e., California Packing Corporation) brings to mind many
experiences. Most reflections are of a thoroughly enjoyable nature and
relate in large part to people with whom one has worked, or projects of a
meaningful nature that were initiated. Adele and Lewis Lawyer are a part
of this period and seemed to be ever present in the early and middle
years of my own career with Del Monte.

I should note that Del Monte, the brand name and ultimately
corporate name, succeeds the original name of California Packing
Corporation, or common reference of Calpak.

1. California Packing Corporation changed its name to Del Monte
Corporation in June 1967.

2. California Packing Corporation was founded in October 1916
by the amalgamation of four organizations: J. K. Armsby, Co.,
founded in 1865; Griffin & Skelley, founded in 1881; California
Fruit Canners Association founded in 1899; Central California
Canneries founded in 1901.

I mention the distinction since the Lawyers played an important role
in agricultural activities which helped establish the Del Monte label as
a preeminent image of quality and nutritious canned foods.

I first became acquainted with the Lawyers in the late 1950s and
followed their work more closely from 1961 through 1964 when I served as
Del Monte's Midwest Division Manager, at which location much agricultural
research was carried out.

During this period, and thereafter, the enthusiasm and enduring
efforts of this couple in improving the quality and yield of Del Monte
varietal sources was a refreshing sight. In my many trips to observe
research field trials or to evaluate processed test samples of research
products, the knowledge and professionalism of the Lawyers was to be
appreciated. Their search for excellence in their field of endeavor was
an apparent objective.
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It is somewhat unusual for a food processing company to have as
complete a program of vertical integration as achieved by Del Monte in
seed research, variety development, production, and processing. It was
apparent, however, from the start that maintaining varietal or seed stock
improvements required such integration to maintain the cost edge and
quality of our product line.

It was also somewhat unique to have a husband and wife share the
same vocation and scientific interest as well as do these two research
people who worked in consort to maintain Del Monte quality in their pea
variety selections, while including such characteristics as blight
resistance, early maturing, frost resistance and many other cost and
quality-related factors. The Lawyers have been a part of a highly-
skilled group of men and women who played a vital role in the quality and
economy of the United States and world food supply.

As a former Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Del
Monte Corporation, I am pleased to offer this introduction to the oral
history memoir of Adele and Lewis Lawyer.

Richard G. Landis, former Chairman,
President and Chief Executive Officer,
Del Monte Corporation

February 1991
Piedmont, California



INTRODUCTION by Robert D. Raabe

Imagine a young graduate student in plant pathology who, as a person
extremely interested in plants, met two other plant pathologists who also
were extremely interested in plants. This doesn’t sound like an exciting
scenario, but interestingly, while plant pathologists may be interested
in plant diseases, and maybe the plants with which they work, for them to
be interested in plants in general is unusual. Also unusual is the fact
that those two other plant pathologists were married to each other.

I met Adele and Lewis Lawyer in the late 1940s at the University of
Wisconsin, where Adele came occasionally to work on diseases of peas for
the California Packing Corporation. My graduate research project was on
white rust disease of spinach. Cal Pack was very much interested in this
problem because in Texas, where they grew the bulk of their spinach, it
was causing the company much trouble. I talked a lot about my work with
the Lawyers. Although neither was assigned to spinach at the time, both
were interested in it, and in the process of talking and getting to know
each other we discovered a mutual interest in ornamental plants and thus
a long lasting friendship started, full of coincidence of interest.

After school I moved to California, and the first disease I was
assigned to was one that Lewis had worked on in his duties at Cal Pack,
Armillaria. Needless to say, much time was spent discussing the disease,
and the fungus which is the causal agent. Remarkably, later Adele was
assigned to work on the spinach problem that I had worked on as a
graduate student, so our professional paths crossed again. Of course,
whenever possible in all of our busy schedules we discussed plants, and
even enjoyed visits to botanical gardens when we were together for
meetings and conventions.

Visits to the Lawyers’ large garden in the Oakland hills are, and
always were, a treat because of the wealth of plant material and the
unusual plants they are growing. What a surprise to find Pelargonium
echinatum, a geranium with soft spines, growing in their yard, the only
ones I'd seen other than those I had grown! The Lawyers'’ garden covers
about three-quarters of an acre. It is on sloping ground and is well
traversed by paths. There is easy access to all portions of the garden.
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Watering is accomplished by an elaborate system devised by Lewis long
before such systems were available commercially, although our current
drought is causing them to cut back on the annual flowers which they
formerly planted throughout the garden for summer-long color.

When I mentioned recently in conversation with Adele and Lewis that
I thought they were interested principally in bulbs or bulbous type
plants, Lewis answered that he thought they were interested in most
flowering plants. However, they are hybridizing native California irises
and have produced some named varieties which are beautiful. Very
important in the hybridizing is that the plants selected must be vigorous
in addition to having beautiful flowers. The group of native iris with
which they are working are difficult to grow and to hybridize, thus
making what they are doing even more important. They also are collecting
species irises.

Lewis also has hybridized Clivia and selected beautiful color
variations. Other plants hybridized include plants in the genera Babiana
and Nerine. To emphasize that their interests include not only bulbous
or cormous plants, he reminds one that their hybridization program has
included deciduous azaleas and California poppies. In the poppy program,
they select the colors they want, plant the ones they want to cross near
each other, and let bees do the hybridization. Then they again select
for the colors and repeat the process.

It seems that Lewis is the hybridizer, but the two work so closely
as a team that it’'s hard to tell what each does. Certainly one cannot
help but notice how cooperatively they work on all their many projects.
And because disease problems on some of their plants have been a concern,
I have cooperated with them on trying to work out control measures. All
of us have been involved in checking the results of the research studies,
and the teamwork is very fine.

Although Adele and Lewis have retired, their interests keep them now
more busy than ever, so our paths don’'t cross much more than they did
when their professional jobs kept them busy. I never cease to be amazed
at the things I hear of them doing: hosting a tour in their garden;
editing the almanac for the Society for Pacific Coast Native Iris; taking
on scientific editorship for the American Iris Society Bulletin.

We still get together, and of course principally it is about plants,
but our interests cover other areas such as electric trains--they have a
very nice layout in their house--and Christmas traditions. Lewis uses
his talents as a photographer and artist, and they prepare and send out
their own Christmas cards. They also are interested in Christmas trees
and have very artistically decorated trees. They are very interested in
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my Christmas tree efforts: I have decorated a fifteen-foot tree for many
years, and although not artistically designed, the huge numbers of lights
and ornaments help make up for that!

Unusual for three plant pathologists to have so many similar
interests? It is, and I feel very fortunate that their paths and mine
have crossed.

Robert D. Raabe
Professor of Plant Pathology
University of California, Berkeley

March 1991
Berkeley, California
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INTERVIEW HISTORY

Lewis and Adele Lawyer live and garden in Oakland, California.
Their home is close to the top of a hill, and the view faces west. To
get to this address they both have come a long way from very different
backgrounds and career interests. (Lewis Lawyer, who is a diarist of
things that are important to him, has written the story of the
circumstances of their courtship, and that chronicle is appended.) Lewis
Lawyer met Adele Schwartz in the Department of Plant Pathology at the
University of California on September 19, 1936. Adele was in her junior
year, and she had a National Youth Administration-generated job in the
plant pathology lab. Lewis was a graduate student working for Del Monte,
then called California Packing Corporation, and his assignment was to
combat Armillaria fungus on the peach crop at Del Monte'’'s Wheatland
Ranch.

Adele was made Lewis'’s assistant on the Armillaria campaign, and
less than a year later, on August 11, 1937, they were married. Adele,
captivated by the research she had been doing for Lewis, wanted to
continue working at his side. However, California Packing Corporations'’s
nepotism rules prohibited Adele Lawyer from working with Lewis Lawyer,
officially. So unofficially she assisted Lewis in field observations and
in the lab, and at the same time received under his tutelage the training
that would take her on to breakthroughs in pea hybridizing, and earn her
the National Pea Improvement Association Meritorious Service Award in
1983. (Adele Lawyer's "A Woman in Plant Science" is appended.) Lewis,
Assistant Director of Agricultural Research at Del Monte, retired in
1972. Adele, for whom an exception to the rule was eventually made,
retired from her research work at Del Monte in 1983.

When Lewis and Adele married, they called themselves Lawyers Inc-
More than a clever appellation, it was a signal to the world that they
were united. And as they worked together for Del Monte, they worked
together to create their home and garden in the Oakland Hills, purchased
in 1948. Because they had three children--the illustrations attest to
the family life--it took another decade before they could really garden.
But when they did find time, 4333 Oak Hill Road became a sort of second
laboratory, and the partners were working together again. They undertook
a number of hybridizing projects, mainly iris, working toward Lewis's
goals of a Pacific Coast Native both "true blue and trustworthy." They
also set high standards with their contributions as editors and producers

of the Almanac: Society for Pacific Coast Native Iris, a publication of
this section of the American Iris Society.
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An article in the Bulletin of Region 14 of the American Iris Society

[October 1988] was my first introduction to the Lawyers. It summarized
their early life and background and education and their achievements for
Del Monte Corporation, and it went into some detail in describing their
garden and their work with Pacific Coast iris. Dr. David Lennette, at
that time second vice-president of the Society for Pacific Coast Iris,
suggested the Lawyers for a comprehensive oral history. Our intention in
interviewing Lewis and Adele was to go further back into their own
histories, and to go in depth into their work, and emerge with a whole
picture.

The kind of thoroughness that is the hallmark of the work of Lewis
and Adele, their scientific spirit of inquiry, patience, openness to new
ideas, their preference for the specific to the general, facts rather
than fiction, all such traits shaped this oral history. At a few points
the interviewer probably did the interviewees’s rigorous approach to
problems a disservice. For instance, when Lewis was going through the
step-by-step process required to understand and eradicate Armillaria, the
interviewer tried sporadically to waylay him in search of “"philosophy,”
as he called it. But the reader will find that facts triumphed!

For the interviewing we sat at a long table in the area between the
kitchen and the study. We had a view up into the azaleas and clivias and
oaks shading the front entry of the house [pl. 34]. The give and take
between the Lawyers was singularly respectful and supportive. They
treated me, the interviewer, as someone who had really come to learn. I
found out what it was like to be a student of Lewis's, and to appreciate
his exactitude, and the willingness of both of them "to take the
trouble,” whatever it was. And listening to them, I could almost feel
the intense pleasure of understanding nature that seems to be the
achievement, or by-product, of plant hybridizing.

There are many pleasant memories of the interviews and the following
meetings to deal with editing and photographic illustration questions.
There was the hurry-up call to come see the nerines, glistening in the
morning sunlight, the quarter of an hour of listening to the sound of
music on the excellent system that Lewis and Adele enjoy, a tour that
took in the train room [pl. 37], and paintings by Lewis in the living
room and music room. Over the months, from the first interview in August
1989, to more recent concluding arrangements, I always tried to take away
a garden tip, and we all commiserated over the lack of rain, the killing
freeze, and discussed how to dispose of too many persimmons. One unhappy
memory is that of Lewis and Adele’s announcement of their daughter Lori's
death in an automobile accident in October 1990. Their tribute to Lori
is included in the Appendices.

The oral history was never the only thing the Lawyers were working
on. Long-retired, they have become more and more the mainstay of Region



14 of the American Iris Society, and above-mentioned Almanac editors.
They absorb and disseminate new scientific literature on irises. They
have also greatly enriched both publications with the interviews they
conduct, ranging from short sketches of individual members of Region 14
and how they came to know and love iris, to great botanical garden
directors, such as Lee Lenz. Several examples of these are deposited in
The Bancroft Library.

Given such an orientation to the written word, it was natural that
careful editing by the Lawyers would follow their careful interview
responses. When Lewis and Adele wanted to expand on some answer, or
bring material more tightly together, Lewis’s skills on the word
processor yielded several floppy discs of retyped transcript, a great
help in the final typing for the Regional Oral History Office. Their
experience in photographic and newsletter layout, from putting out the
iris publications, made Adele and Lewis over-qualified volunteers in
assembling and captioning the picture pages for the oral history. The
readers will appreciate the complete illustration of the oral history,
from Lewis’s second birthday picture to his children’s birthdays, and
from the first experimental pond to the present successful garden, as
well as the complete illustration of the two major projects discussed in
the oral history, the Armillaria work and the pea breeding.

I join the three friends of the Lawyers who wrote introductions to
this oral history, Richard G. Landis of Del Monte Corporation, Olive Rice
Waters, of the iris and horticultural publication world, and Robert
Raabe, a colleague of the Lawyers in plant pathology, as well as in iris
research, in referring frequently to the unitedness of Lewis and Adele.
On December 12, 1989, I received a letter from the Lawyers that I have
placed in the Appendices. A letter that Lewis wrote in 1983 to Adele
belongs with it. And the Appendices, as noted, include Lewis’s courtship
story, Adele’s woman'’s story, and a memorial addendum on Lori.

We have taken care to make the oral history a complete history. To
avoid the redundancy of appending articles on the same subjects we have
discussed, The Bancroft Library's Manuscripts Division has been made the
repository for printed matter that further illustrates the workings of
Lawyers Inc. The reader is referred to the story of George Staheli from
Under Dixie Sun; Pacific Horticulture, Summer 1986; the Bulletin of the
American Rock Garden Society, Winter 1990; Bulletin of the American Iris
Society, January 1990; Spring 1985 and October 1988 Bulletin of Region
14, The Amerjican Iris Society; the Almanac: Society for Pacific Coast
Native Iris, Fall 1986 Monograph Issue "Diseases of the Pacific Coast
Iris,” and Fall 1990; Lawyers Inc. invitation to their daughter Melanie's
wedding; 1972 "Sweet Peace" Lawyers Inc. greeting card; National Pea
Improvement Association 1983 Awards Luncheon program; program for the
24th Annual Conference on the Control of Soil Fungi, March 1978;
"Discussion of the Replant Problem," April 1963, chaired by Lewis Lawyer;
"30 Years with Peas and Ascochyta: Perspectives," National Pea
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Improvement Association keynote address, November 1989; and the
announcement of the Compendium of Pea Diseases developed by Adele Lawyer.

Because of the Lawyer'’s own experience of interviewing and being
interviewed they suggested, at the end of the taping in December 1989,
that Owen Pearce, elder statesman of California horticulture, former
editor of California Horticultural Journal, retired and living in Orinda,
should be interviewed. They volunteered to do the interviews, and after
editing in the Oral History Office, the resulting volume, California
Carden Societies and Horticultural Publications, 1947-1990, was presented
to Mr. Pearce in February 1991 at the annual meeting of the California
Horticultural Society.

The next horticulturist interviewed by the Regional Oral History
Office, again at the suggestion of David Lennette and with enthusiastic
seconding from the Lawyers, was Wayne Roderick, nurseryman, California
native plantsman, former director of the California section of the UC
Botanical Garden from 1960 to 1976, and former director of the East Bay
Regional Park Districts’ Botanic Garden at Tilden Park, 1976 to 1982,
That oral history will be completed in 1991, as well as an interview with
Gerda Isenberg, founder of Yerba Buena Nursery, a native-plant and fern
nursery in Woodside, California.

In other words, meeting and interviewing Adele and Lewis Lawyer has
as its consequence not only the following oral history, but the beginning
of the California Horticulture Oral History Series. Readers of the
Lawyer oral history will also be interested in the larger group of
interviews conducted by the Office in horticulture, botany, and landscape
design. The Regional Oral History Office was established to tape record
autobiographical interviews with persons who have contributed
significantly to recent California history. The office is headed by
Willa K. Baum and is under the administrative supervision of the director
of The Bancroft Library.

Suzanne B. Riess, Senior Editor

February 19, 1991
Regional Oral History Office
Berkeley, California



LAWYER VITA OUTLINE
Lewis Olson Lawyer Antecedents:
Grandmother: Maria Staheli: Swiss, Mormon, Santa Clara, Utah. Came to this
country June 1861
Grandfather: Hans Olson: Norwegian
Mother: Ida Elizabeth Olson: Born 1877 at Jackrabbit Mine, Pioche, Nevada

Grandmother: Nancy Jane Kelley: Born 1843 Maryland-Pennsylvania area

Grandfather: Lewis Mathias Lawyer: Born 1828, Dutch-German stock. Came to
Maryland-Pennsylvania area

Father: Arthur Alonzo Lawyer: Born 1871, Solon, Iowa.

Ida and Arthur married 1905.

Lewis 0. Lawyer

1907 May 17. Born at Alhambra, CA. Oldest of three children, 5 and 8
years younger.

1914 Father built treehouse in pepper tree approximately 7 by 8 feet.
Had a bench all around. 1In 1930, Lewis converted it into a
bedroom by taking out the benches and building in walls,
windows, and a roof. Put in a bed and a closet. Slept there
until he went to UC.

1918 Built club house with alarm clock-activated door bell.
1919 Eugenia Rice disappointed Lewis enough to delay his interest in
girls. )

1922-1925 Attended Alhambra High School. Excelled in math and art.

1923 Radio activities: Eighty foot tower. Picked up 2LO London, 2BL
Sydney.

1923 Started building fish ponds. First was a wash tub. Expanded
this interest to water lilies, tropical fish, and some
commercial application.

1924 Built family cabin at Mt. Baldy.

1925 Remodeled family home.
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1926 Attended Otis Art School for two years. Discovered he was not an
outstanding artist, but did commercial art work.

1926 Friendship with Gloria Widmann and her family influential.

1926 Started building large pools. Completed pools in 1931.

1932 Attended Chaffey Junior College in Ontario through 1934.
Instructors:

Botany and bacteriology: H. R. Stanford,
English: Rosamond Norman,

Journalism: Mabel Stanford,

Geology: R. D. Dysart,

Pomology and Entomology: George P. Weldon.

1934 Started at UC Berkeley. Roomed with Otto Widmann 1lst year,
Nester Ortiz 2nd year, both at Milvia St. apartment. Gill Tract
as caretaker thereafter.

Professors:

Plant Pathology: James Barrett, T. E. Rawlins, William Snyder,
Dr. Hansen, Ralph E. Smith, Harold Thomas, Harvey Thomas,
William Takahashi

Genetics: Dr. Ernest Babcock

Chemistry: Dr. Blaisdale

Organic Chemistry: C. W. Porter

Zoology: S. F. Light

Honors: Alpha Zeta, Sigma Xi, Honors at graduation.

1935 December 1. Started work for UC and Calif. Packing Corp. at
$55/month half time, $85/month full time during vacation.

1937 January 1. Started full time for CPC at $160/month.

Adele Schwartz Lawyer Antecedents
Grandmother: Celia Burns New York City. Born in Austria.
Grandfather: Ignatz Lowey, New York City. Born in Austria.
Mother: Nedye Lowey Schwartz. Born in New York City.
Grandfather: Adolf Schwartz. New York City. Born in Poland.
Grandmother: Molly Rosenthal. New York City. Born in Germany.

Father: Rudolf Schwartz. Born in New York City.
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Adele S. Lawyer

Adele Ruth Schwartz:

Born in San Francisco, CA June 8. Oldest of two children,
brother 2 years younger. Father was a cigar manufacturer, Brand
name: Rudolfo Cigars. Lived in the Richmond District, 23rd Ave.,
between Lake and California. Went to Alamo elementary school.
Conventional childhood, under strong maternal direction. Had a
live-in maid and had daily lessons in something: piano,
swimming, dancing, horseback riding, art, sunday school, ice
skating. Went to children’s symphony series, selected operas.
Little time for play.

Sent to Wilkins private school to avoid going to the newly
instituted Junior High Schools. This was in order to go to
Lowell High School which was then the best school for college
prep in S.F. Did 7th and 8th grade work in one year here.

Attended Lowell High School. Impressed with first sight of
living cells under microscope in Biology. Poor in math and
physical sciences. Active in dramatics, Blue ribbons in
horsemanship. Graduated when 16 years old.

Started UC Berkeley. Commuted by ferry at first, making up
deficiencies in chemistry by taking zoology at U.C. Extension.
Then moved to Hilgard Street in Berkeley with mother and brother
to be closer to campus. Particularly enjoyed geology, zoology,
English, literature, and public speaking. Majored in education
and child development with minors in psychology and public
speaking. Goal was to teach kindergarten and/or write books for
children.

Because of reduced finances after my father'’s death, 1 worked
for NYA and was assigned to the Plant Pathology Department where
I met people and subjects unlike any I had known. My first
supervisor was Dr. Cecil Yarwood, a mildew expert! Then I met
and worked for graduate student, Lewis Lawyer, whose careful,
scientific approach was a new experience and gradually led to a
lack of confidence in psychology as a science and a switch in
direction toward the biological sciences.






I LEWIS LAWYER, FAMILY AND EDUCATION

[Interview 1: August 22, 1989]##1

Olson-Lawyer, Family History

Lewis: We were talking to my cousin down in southern California on the
telephone just a couple of days ago, and he said that my
grandfather had come to the U.S. from Norway about twenty years
before he met my grandmother. I didn’t know that, but my cousin
lived right next door to my grandparents, and so knew a little more
about them. They had one big property. My grandfather bought an
orange orchard, about twenty acres, and my cousin’s family had part
of that property where they built their house.

Riess: This is Alhambra?
Lewis: In Alhambra, yes.
Riess: Why did those grandparents come?

Lewis: Well, I still don’'t know that, for certain. I always assumed that
my grandfather had come directly from Norway to the gold fields.
This may have been because gold mining seemed a much more glamorous
occupation than farming when I was a child, but, according to my
cousin, Grandpa lived in Wisconsin for about twenty years before
moving west. Of course, there were a lot of Norwegians in that
area.

Riess: This is Hans Olson?
Lewis: Yes. My sister just came back from Norway where she and her

husband were vacationing, and she said that there was a lot of gold
mining in Norway. She also assumed that that’s why he came over

lThis symbol (#4#) indicates that a tape or a segment of a tape has
begun or ended. For a guide to the tapes see page



Riess:

Lewis:

Adele:

here, from the gold fields in Norway, but that’s apparently not
true. He may have come over for agriculture, because when he left
the mine at Jackrabbit, he grew crops for the miners for a long
time. In fact, now that I think about it, he may never have been
really interested in mining except as a handy means of making a
living. Even when he posed for a picture with a gold-mining pan,
he was actually posing on the bank of an irrigation ditch in his
orange orchard.

The more I think about it, the more I feel that his primary
interests must have been agricultural: his coming to Wisconsin,
switching from mining to growing crops for the miners, both his
properties in Alhambra being agricultural, and his meticulously-
tended one-acre vegetable garden when he was in his seventies and
eighties. My horticulture genes may be Norwegian! He grew the
vegetables and Grandma grew the flowers.

Your grandmother’s family on your mother’s side was Swiss, and they
were brought here by--

By the Mormons, to grow grapes in St.George, Utah, for sacramental
wine.

My great-grandfather, George Staheli, had been converted to
Mormonism in Switzerland. He and his family, including my
grandmother, Mary Staheli, who was then five-and-a-half years old,
left Switzerland in mid-March, 1861, and sailed from Liverpool to
New York on the Amerswile, the second-largest passenger ship at the
time. The passage took seven weeks, and one of the children died

- about three days out of New York.

They went by train from New York to Florence (now Omaha), and
they could hear the cannon and gun-fire when the train passed
through the battlefields that first year of the Civil War. From
Florence they traveled by wagon train pulled by oxen, which
traveled so slowly that the children walked almost the entire
distance to Salt Lake.

As 1 said, the Mormons brought the Swiss Colony over here to
grow grapes. That’s all in the book, Under Dixie Sun, that I told
you about. They came over here to grow grapes for sacramental
wine, and then, as it was told to me, the leaders of the church
found out that the people were using the wine for things other than
sacramental, and so eventually they pulled all the grape orchards
and got out of grapes. But that was why they came over here in the
first place, to grow grapes.

And music.



Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Adele:

Lewis:

Adele:

Riess:

Yes, my great-grandfather was a musician in Europe, and he traveled
through Switzerland and Germany playing for dances and weddings.

He brought his cornet with him, and used to blow it to start the
wagons each day, but it fell from its moorings and was run over by
the wagon wheel on the last leg of their journey between Salt Lake
and St. George, and it was flattened. That was a big thing in his
life, the loss of his musical instrument. He wrote several letters
home, begging them to send musical instruments and music scores so
that he could start a band. I think the rest of the family was not
into Mormonism, and so they never even replied to his letters. Ve
have a copy of the fourth letter he wrote home, a translation of
it, and it is filled with the sadness of not hearing from his
family.

Someone else in the Swiss party was owed money by somebody in
Europe and this person arranged to get his money back in musical
instruments. They got the money back in musical instruments from
Germany. So, they did organize the band, and they played when the
Mormon temple at St. George was dedicated. There’'s a parapet
around the top of the tower, and the band was up there. That was
George Staheli’'s band. So they did get the musical instruments.

Was the band always associated with Mormon events?

Well, I would guess that the dedication music was religious, but,
according to the letters we have, they played mostly for the
enjoyment of the music, for dances and at parties.

So that was Grandma's side of the family. Then, of course,
Hans Olson came into the picture. I do know that when he was
coming west to go to the gold fields, or silver, whichever, he came
through St. George and he and my grandmother, Mary, fell in love,
and they eloped. They ran off against her family’s wishes. He was
always against Mormonism, and I think she didn’'t care one way or
the other. She wasn’'t that religious.

Didn’t he carry her on skis?

Yes, it was in the wintertime, and he carried her at least part of
the way on skis from St. George. It's quite a ways, about ninety
miles from St.George to Pioche, Nevada, where they eventually
settled. In 1974, Adele and I drove the route we thought they
might have taken. It was mountainous all the way.

He was a strong skier, and she was a little thing.

She must have been a really little thing. And what was their age
difference?
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He was forty and she was sixteen, something like that--an enormous
difference.

Let’s see. He was born in 1832 and she in 1855. That would make
him forty-three and her twenty when they were married. I know my
uncle, Frank Olson, who was the third from the last one to be born,
said, "My father always seemed old to me." He was pretty old by
the time Uncle Frank was born, but, actually he was fifty-three,
which doesn’t seem that old to me now.

Grandpa worked in the mine at Jackrabbit, ten miles north of
Pioche, and my mother, Ida Elizabeth Olson, was born there in the
mine camp. Then they went to Spring Valley where they grew crops
for the miners. This is all right around Pioche, Nevada, which is
about twenty miles west of the Utah border and one hundred-fifty
miles north of Las Vegas. My Uncle Henry was born in Spring Valley
in 1880.

In 1882 they moved from Nevada to Oregon, near Roseburg, where
my Uncle George was born. From there they moved to California.
I'm not sure why they settled in Alhambra. I know they had a
fairly large place, because they had a Chinese cook for their ranch
hands. The Chinese cook gave my mother a vase when she and Dad
were married, and we have it now.

Did they have Mexican help also?

No, I don’t think so. I think it was mostly white help. The
Mexican colony was in San Gabriel. I know that one of the Mexican
people, "Nacho" [Ignacio Rangel], worked for the mill. He used to
bring tamales. His wife was a great cook of Mexican food, and once
a week he’d bring tamales, so we had tamales at home every week.
Nacho probably had his share of problems, but my memory of him is
that he was a good worker and always happy.

Did you know your grandmother and grandfather?
Oh, yes, very well.
Did they tell these tales to you?

Grandpa wasn't much of a talker, but Grandma was a great tale-
teller, and I'm not sure how much of it was true, because she would
always embellish stories. I know we were scared to death of
gypsies. That was a long time ago, of course, and gypsies used to
come around in their wagons, selling things, and they would have a
tendency to pick up material that they could find in people’s yards
and that type of thing. She had great scary tales about gypsies,
and I think they had gypsies in her native country, too.
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You had honest-to-goodness gypsies in Alhambra?
Oh, yeah.
Of what origin?

I think from Central Europe. They would come through in wagons,
and they would sell crockery and various things.

And you would never know the origin of the things, whether they
were your neighbor’s crockery or what?

That was part of their code, I guess.
You were saying that she liked to embellish the tales.

She tells the story about the Mountain Meadow Massacre that
occurred before her party came to Utah. That was when the Mormons
dressed up like Indians--there were bad Mormons, too. They dressed
up like Indians and slaughtered a whole, rich wagon train that was
coming west. That story is also in the Bancroft Library.

My grandmother tells this story about watching a parade, and
there was a little girl standing beside her, and when the parade
came by the little girl said, "That's the dress my mommy used to
wear"--a dress that somebody was wearing in the parade. They had
killed everybody except those they called "the innocents.” The
innocents were the young children, young enough so that they
couldn’t remember anything.

I think it was six years or younger.

Six years or younger, approximately, according to the history.

This girl, evidently, could remember at least what her mother'’s
dress looked like, and so somebody paid an Indian to take her out
into the woods and get rid of her. The Indian took the girl out in
the woods, but I guess he didn’t want to kill her. They found out
that he was bringing food to somebody, so eventually they got rid
of both of them.

You see, that's the story that my grandma told,. I really
don’t know whether it’s true or not, because she did tell a lot of
stories. But it rings true, because they did find out that it was
the Mormons that organized the massacre in an absolutely ruthless
manner, and the Mormon church prosecuted. But all that'’s, again,
in the history book up there in the Bancroft Library.



Riess: We’ve talked about your mother’s family. What about your father's
family?

Lewis: The Lawyer side of it was German-Dutch.
Riess: Does the name mean anything?

Lewis: I don’t know what it was translated from. It obviously wasn't
Lawyer when it was in Europe, but whatever the name was, it
translated into Lawyer. There are a bunch of Lawyers in Maryland
and Pennsylvania. It’s Pennsylvania Dutch. As a matter of fact,
when they lived there, it was in Pennsylvania, and now it’s in
Maryland. There was a border relocation there, some way. Anyway,
it’s right on the border between Maryland and Pennsylvania, and
there are a lot of Lawyers there.

Our son, Artie, when he was coming home from Yale, went by
there and got some information about the family. We know that my
Grandpa Lawyer was born in this country, in Frederick County,
Pennsylvania, in 1828. This is now Carroll County, Maryland. He
homesteaded a farm, "Sunny Side Farm", three miles northeast of
Westminster, Maryland, and was a member of the Lutheran church of
Silver Run, Maryland. He was first married in 1852 to Eliza
Fisher, and they had two sons and five daughters,

Two years after she died he married my grandmother, who had
‘also had a previous marriage with two male children. She was
fifteen years younger than he and bore him six more children, four
sons, of which my father was one, and two daughters. So my father
had fourteen siblings, two sisters, three brothers, five half-
sisters, and four half-brothers It turned out to be a big family.
My grandmother's maiden name was Nancy Jane Kelly. Now, that’s at
least part Irish, but whether she was full Irish or whether a Kelly
had married a German--because she also was living there in the
Pennsylvania-Maryland area--I don’'t know.

Riess: I know the Pennsylvania Dutch. I come from the Allentown-Bethlehem
area, and it strikes me that they’re not the kind of people that
come to California, or even to Iowa. Your father had more
initiative.

Lewis: My grandfather was Lewis Mathias Lawyer, and my father was Arthur.
Then I was named Lewis, and my middle name is Olson, for mother’s
side of the family. Now my son is Arthur Lewis Lawyer, and his son
is Lewis Cook Lawyer--Lewis for me and Cook from his wife’s maiden
name. So it'’s kind of trading back and forth.

Anyway, my father was a banker in Iowa.
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Born 1871, Solon, Iowa?

Right. One father's day we visited Solon, Iowa--Adele and I--and
called Dad from there on the telephone. He had always said what a
sleepy little town Solon was. It was still a very little town, but
it was halfway between the University of Iowa and a state college,
and that’s where they both came to party. It was just wild that
night when we were telephoning him. Grandpa Lawyer had a dry goods
store in Solon, and we took pictures of the dry goods store the
next morning.

Then did your father go to one of these schools that were on either
side?

No. I know that he went to a business school. Same way with my
mother. My mother went to normal school for teaching credentials.
But neither of them had much education beyond high school. He went
to business school, and he was secretary in the bank. The whole
family was in the lumber business in Alhambra, and he became
secretary at the lumber yard. He could add board feet faster than
you could with a computer.

Or a calculator, in those days.

As a matter of fact, it was a comptometer in those days. He could
add four figures at a time. If there were more than four, he would
add four and then do something with the others. And converting to
board feet, which is in base twelve instead of ten, was completely
natural to him. But he didn’'t like algebra, didn’t think it was
necessary.

I was just wondering if you shouldn’t tell about how your father
got married before in Iowa?

Yes, he was married before he came to California, and his whole
family, his wife and one or two children, died from meningitis, all
at the same time.

Is that why he left?

That probably had something to do with it, but there was another
Lawyer living in Pasadena, California. It was not a brother, but
they were related, maybe cousins or something like that. So Dad
came out to visit him, and then he worked in a bank in South
Pasadena for a while. When it started to get rainy, he thought the
weather was pretty lousy in southern California, so he went back to
Iowa. He stayed there two weeks. It was freezing and thawing, and
all the streets were muddy, so he came right back to California.



Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

I'm not sure how he met my mother, but Dad was working in the
bank at South Pasadena, and Mother was working in a near-by store.
They were married in November, 1905, and Dad started working in the
lumber yard at that time. Dad would have been thirty-four at the
time, and mother twenty-eight.

The lumber yard was what the rest of the family was involved in?
Yes, my grandfather and two uncles. One uncle had the planing mill
and the other had the lumber yard. It was right together as one
unit--a sort of a family unit.

What were they lumbering? Trees growing in the San Gabriels?

No, no. They bought lumber from San Pedro and trucked it up to
Alhambra.

You mean it came in on ships from the Northwest?

Yes, so it was already lumber. They didn’t do anything with trees.
My brother did later.

Childhood in Alhambra, 1907-1925

I was born, on May 17, 1907, but I had a hard time proving it when
I wanted to get a passport, because they didn’t keep records in
those days. My sister was born five years later and she had the
same problem that I did getting a passport. They did eventually
believe that I was born.

You were born at home rather than in a hospital?

Yes I was born at home rather than at a hospital. I think most
children were then, but that had nothing to do with the lack of
records. They were keeping records in Los Angeles city at that
time, but none of the outlying cities had birth certificates.

Who settled Alhambra? Do you know anything about it?

No. There were, I think, something like four thousand people there
when I was born, and it got up to about seven thousand when I was
in high school. I don’t know what it is now, but it’'s around sixty
thousand or so.

It was quite different when I was going to school than it is
now. There were almost no houses around. There were many vacant
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lots, and also large fields where they were growing grain, in
Alhambra, and orange orchards. It was about five blocks to grammar
school. Going to school was mostly across lots, just going across
grain fields. 1It’s hard to realize this now, but a lot of grain
was required to feed the horses. It was the gasoline of the day.

Was it the kind of place that people came for their health, sort
of, or just to farm?

Just farms, and a bedroom for people working in Los Angeles.
Everything around there was typical of the small town of the day: a
grocery store where they waited on you, a meat market, a barber
shop, a hardware store, a dry goods store, a drug store with a soda
fountain, an ice manufacturing plant--no refrigerators, and you
left your house unlocked so the ice man could deliver the ice--a
library, and of course, a blacksmith. There were truck farms and a
lot of orange groves.

And there was some business there too. There was a felt
manufacturing place there, and a steel pipe and tank manufacturing
place, and one place that dealt with structural steel in some way.
I think it moved to Alhambra from the Bay Area because there were
no unions in Alhambra. But there wasn’t much big business in
Alhambra--I mean, big manufacturing business. The lumber yard was
about as big as anything, I think.

Was your family associated with a local church or parish?

Yes, of course, they were--let’s see, what church would they be in
from Norway? From Norway and Germany, I think, was Lutheran. I
think that they probably were originally connected with the
Lutheran, but there was no Lutheran church in Alhambra, and the
Presbyterian church was only two blocks away. So we all became
Presbyterians.

Of course, in those days distance was something, because few
people at that time had automobiles. They had horses, and you
walked every place. We were at 30 North Third Street, which was
about a third of a block away from Main Street. We were about a
half a block from our meat market and about two blocks from the
grocery store. I was about five blocks from grammar school and
about a half block from high school.

Did you go around barefoot? I want to picture you.

Oh yes. I didn’'t wear shoes except to Sunday school--never to
school, until I went into high school.

Isn’t that amazing?



Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Adele:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Adele:

Lewis:

10

Yes. I mean, I expected you to say yes, but not full-time
barefoot.

Full-time barefoot, except for Sunday school. Not many people, the
kids, wore shoes in those days, because it was southern California,
and it was warm. Every kid went barefoot.

Your mother had gone to normal school, which usually means one
plans to teach. Your father had been a banker. So we have a
teacher and a banker, and their child ran around with no shoes on?

It was cheaper, but I don’t think any kid would wear shoes, even
today, if he didn’t have to. I hated to wear shoes. It was just
terrible putting on shoes, even to go to Sunday school. I went up
in the snow to Mount Wilson one time, barefoot. It didn’'t bother
me.

Your feet must have been like leather.
They were.
When he talks about his childhood, it is the most exciting and, I

would say, innovative educationally type of childhood you could
have.

-With books or without books?

Both. We had a good library, and here again, only two blocks away.
Why innovative?

[to Lewis] Tell about your clubhouse, for instance, and about the
bell.

I think everyone remembers things they did or built for themselves,
better than they remember the ready-made toys that were given to
them. We had a clubhouse in our backyard which I built out of
corrugated sheet metal and various pieces of lumber, one of those
primitive things that kids build. I decided that we had to have a
doorbell, so we had an old alarm clock. The alarm clock, like all
alarm clocks, had a little gadget, a lever, on it. When the alarm
goes off in the morning, to shut it off, you would push this little
lever over. I hooked this alarm clock up with a lever and a
spring, so when you pushed a stick that stuck through the wall of
the clubhouse, it would ring the doorbell. So, when you wanted to
come in, instead of knocking you could ring the bell, just like on
a big home. I was quite proud of this refinement!
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it

On the property in back of our house was a three-story apartment
house where several families lived. It was a big building, more
than a hundred feet long. At one time they must have manufactured
shoes there, because we always called it "the old shoe factory." 1
was talking about going barefoot, but here was this big shoe
factory right in back of our house! It wasn'’'t making shoes when I
knew it.

Between the old shoe factory and our house was a big barn made
out of corrugated iron. There were quite a few fairly large barns
scattered around Alhambra, where they stored hay and grain and
things for the horses. There were two big barns relatively close.
They had to have a food supply for horses close enough so that they
were practical. They were the "service stations" of the time.

The barn right in back of our yard, which we always called
"the old tin barn," was, maybe, a hundred feet long and seventy
feet wide and quite high. At the front end of the barn, where they
would pull the bales of hay up, they had pulleys and a rope. This
was high enough so that we could use the rope for a swing when they
weren’'t using it for pulling up the bales of hay. The barn was
very tall and it made a great swing. We were surrounded with
plenty of places to play.

And a blacksmith’s shop. The blacksmith’s shop is one of the
things that I often remember from childhood, hearing the clang when
he was making horseshoes, and the red-hot iron, and the big hammer
that he would hammer out the horseshoes with.

He was the blacksmith for the community, for all of the horses?
Yes, and he was, oh, about a third of a block away.

Everything was about a block away. That's wonderful.

Everything was in close.

What did your mother do all day long?

Well, she was just a housewife. She was active in PTA. She was
the first Honorary Life Member of the PTA in the city. That was
after I was in high school. She had plenty to do, and, of course,
she gardened. I think that was where I got my gardening interests.

And she may have inherited it from her parents.

How many children in your family?



Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Riess:

Lewis:

Adele:

Riess:

Lewis:

12

There were three. 1 was the oldest, and a sister, and a brother,
who's the youngest--all living.

When you were growing up there, did you ever travel back to any of
these points of origin?

No, I didn’t pay very much attention to that until after Adele and
I were married. [to Adele] I don’t think you had anything to do
with it. I think that it was just that when we get a little bit
older, we get interested and try to get back and see where we did
come from. All of that has been since we were married--the
interest in that kind of thing.

You say that your grandmother used to tell great stories. Did your
mother and father?

No, I don’t think so. I don't remember them telling the types of
stories Grandma told.

I know, to me, we had a very happy family. I was talking to
my brother-in-law, Ward Kimball, about that. Neither Ward, my
sister, or my brother ever remembers my mother and father having an
argument other than just arguing something--I mean, never having a
fight type of an argument. Ward said, "The biggest argument I
remember is when your dad would say something a little off color,
and your mother would say, ‘'Oh, Arthur!’"

Even though there wasn’t a lot of money, that was not a problem?

I had a very happy childhood. 1In fact I don’t remember ever
wanting something I couldn’t either get or make.

I think she was a very good mother, because she must have taught
him how to think, and the right things to play with to develop him
well.

That’s your sense of it--that your mother was guiding you.

Well, yes, in that direction, but I think I got more moral ideas
from my father. The strange thing--that would be when he was
making beer during Prohibition. And, of course, again, we were
only about half a block from the police station. [laughter] The
wind was from the west, blowing right toward the police station,
and I used to worry about him making beer during Prohibition. Then
one afternoon one of the cops came over and had some beer with him,
so I didn’'t worry about it any more.

He used to make this beer down in the basement, and I used to
help him bottle the beer, and we would have talks while I capped
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the bottles. He talked about sex and that type of thing from the
standpoint that--well, he thought that you shouldn’t be too loose
until you met somebody that you really loved, and I think that set
with me pretty much. I can still remember him saying that one of
the neighbor ladies--he mentioned her by name, "I could go to bed
with her anytime. She's been after me ever since we lived here.
You’ll find as you go through life, you’ll have plenty of
opportunities. To me, I think you’ll feel better about it later,
if you save yourself for somebody special."”

Isn’'t that interesting, that on his own volition he brought it up,
rather than making you ask. That’s very nice.

Both of them were open, so far as answering questions. I can
remember that, because I remember what to me now seems like a very
embarrassing question that I asked my mother, and she came right
out with the answer.

What was that?

Well, my question was, ""Were babies born by - - - - ?" 1 used the
four-letter word, which was the only word for it I knew. I had
just learned it from some guy who said that that’s the way babies
were made. And she said, "Yes."

I still remember her remarks were: "You’ll find out that when
you grow up and fall in love, that things that you think you would
never want to do at your age will become very wonderful.” I
remember where we were. We were standing beside a wood-stove--the
house was warmed with a wood-stove--in the dining room, and just
exactly where she was standing, and where I was standing. I don't
know how old I was. It couldn’t have been very old, because you
find out about those thing when you're fairly young.

It is obvious that I never had a problem communicating with
either parent. Also I know that, from both word and example, I
always thought that marriage, once I found the right girl, was '
going to be both forever, and pretty wonderful.

Were your parents close in age.

Well, they weren’t really close, but I don’t think they were as far
apart as Adele and I.

[checking notes] Born 1871. No. It was six years difference.

Yes, and see, we're eleven years.
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I think that there are two interesting things I experienced
and that I should talk about. One is that I went through the
fourteen years of Prohibition, and the other is pre-television
entertainment.

Prohibition was an interesting and very exciting thing that
you don’t have very often--fortunately, I guess. I remember Dad
taking me to a speakeasy in Los Angeles and his knocking on the big
door, the little window in the door opening, and the two of us
walking into the dingy bar. And the night the rum-runners’ truck
overturned on the only downtown corner of the little Mojave Desert
town of Littlerock--the party-line telephones ringing, and the
entire population, twenty or so, rushing out to retrieve unbroken
bottles. Or the roadside stand between Glendale and La Crescenta
where you could buy a glass of grape juice for a nickel, or you
could go out in back and buy some older, slightly spoiled juice for
fifty cents. It was exciting!

One interesting form of entertainment: we had medicine men. I
was thinking about that just last night. Right across Main Street
from where we lived was a big vacant area where the circus came. A
medicine man would come there three or four times a year. It was
right on a main corner downtown. They would set up their little
platform on a stage outdoors, and then they would have performers.
But they would sell medicines.

The performers would attract the audience.

And they would sell cures for all kinds of things. I can still
remember one that made quite an impression on me. This guy had a
tapeworm that he said had come from some person’s intestines, and
it was in a gallon jar. He would reach in with some tweezers or
something, and he would pull it up like this [gestures] and show it
to people. It was about two feet long. If you took his medicine,
you wouldn’t get a tapeworm. [laughter] I can still see him
holding up that tapeworm.

These medicine men--would your parents have bought any of their
wares?

Not that I remember. But I remember them going down to watch the
show, and there was usually quite a big crowd around. We didn't

have television.

Your mother would never do that, because she was quite a
nutritionist.

Did she use doctors? Did your family have doctors?
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No, we had a homeopath. Medicine really wasn’t that far along
then, but it was probably farther along than our homeopathic
doctor. He had pink pills, the little sugar pills, that he would
dip into dilute medicines.

Homeopathic medicine is quite a science of its own. There are
still homeopathic physicians. Did your mother subscribe to the
system? In homeopathic medicine, aren’t you given a small amount
of whatever it is that’s poisoning you as cure?

I don't really know what it is, but I do know that he was, or
called himself, a homeopath, and he would dip little sugar pills in
solutions and give them to you.

But I want to get back to the entertainment of those days
before television.

When the Chautauquas came.

Yes, you mentioned Chautauqua. I want to hear more about that,
too.

Well, of course, Chautauqua was a big outfit in those days. I mean
that it was a very good source of entertainment. They had good
speakers, and they had comedy, classical music, opera, and other
stage entertainment, but they also had people talking about
political and contemporary things, much like Channel 9 on
television now.

And they would stay in town for a couple of weeks?

They would stay, yes. Sometimes longer then that. It was a way of
bringing really good entertainment to small communities.

They were orators.
Orators, yes, but much more than that.

Did the whole community go, or would just certain people be
interested, as with educational TV programs?

Well, I presume that it was certain people, but it was very well
attended. There wasn’t much else of that nature.

I wanted to say one more thing about the grounds where they
had the circuses, Chautauquas, and medicine men. This was a large
area, maybe about ten acres, and they would come to the mill and
get wood shavings by the truckload, and they would spread the
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shavings out on this big piece of property. Every year, for maybe
ten or fifteen years they had done that.

One day we had a big windstorm and it blew all the sawdust
over against the fence, all the shavings and sawdust. The place
had been covered all these years with this big layer of stuff four
inches deep. Now it was all swept clean by the wind, and there was
money that people had dropped and had gotten into the shavings.

Two neighbor kids and I just happened to go down there during the
wind storm, and there was money everywhere--quarters and nickels
and dimes and pennies that had been lost in the shavings all these
years. We picked up pockets full of money!

Riess: And you kept it, of course?

Lewis: Sure, it was ours. For several years I had dreams about going
around, picking up money.

Riess: You know what I thought you were going to tell me? That the
shavings blew away and underneath you had discovered that wonderful
soil had been created after fifteen years of shavings on the
ground. I thought that we were going to have a great agricultural
success story. No! Money!

Lewis: That was quite an experience. Money was very precious in those
days. I remember one day I must have spent three hours trying to
find a dime that I had lost on the way to the meat market. There
was a path that went kitty-corner across a vacant lot, right down
at the corner of Third and Main Street. Someplace on that path I
lost a dime, and I just hunted and hunted and hunted. Spent
hours--never did find it. But you can see how indelible the
experience of finding all that money on the circus field would be.

Riess: Did you put that money away for some future project?

Lewis: In the house we had a money cup up on the shelf. When you went
shopping, you would get money out of the money cup.

Riess: So that's what you did with the money? In other words it went to
the family.

Lewis: Oh, yes, everything would go in the money cup, except this time
there was more money than the cup would hold. I had two pockets
bulging with coins!

In our home everything belonged to everybody. We didn’t have
any allowances, no, nothing. We didn’t give allowances to our
kids, either. We tried it for a while and they couldn’t see any
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reason for it. We didn’t have any reason for it either when I was
a kid, because the money cup was there.

And you always worked, too.

Yes, I worked from the time I first went into high school. 1
worked summers at the lumber yard.

Then there was the theater.

And the theater, delivering handbills and that type of thing, and
helping on the stage on vaudeville nights. And I also worked part
time in the local newspaper pressroom for a couple of years.

One interesting, and at the time somewhat embarrassing, thing
happened in conjunction with my work on the stage on vaudeville
nights. Vaudeville was every Wednesday night, and I met a lot of
interesting people from that connection. The performers would come
in during the afternoon to bring in their equipment and to go over
their musical needs, if any, with the theater organist. 1 used to
talk with them a lot. (I think almost all of them had this dream
of retiring on a little farm in Azusa or some other outlying
country town, and spending the rest of their lives lying in a
hammock. They didn’'t have the slightest idea how much work a
little farm could be, but from their point of view it looked
wonderful.)

The theater was right across the street from the high school,
and about a half block from where I lived. If someone really
seemed interested in growing plants, I would invite them up to our
garden to see the water lilies or the flowers. One Wednesday a
really cute girl showed up. I had never seen her there before, but
it turned out that she was a singer, and after she gave her music
to the organist and explained the tempos of the various songs, I
asked her if she wanted to visit our garden, and she did. Well,
she came back to the theater two more times, about three or four
months apart, She sang cute, popular songs and was quite good at
it. Each of the two times she came up to our garden, and spent the
afternoon with Mother and me.

Later, when I was at Otis, I invited a friend and fellow
student, Helen Anthony, to go to the theater with me in Glendale.
It happened to be vaudeville night there, and, about the middle of
the show, the curtains parted and here was this girl singer. She
had a brand new act, which I hadn’t seen before. The whole theater
was dark, but she was in a bright white spotlight. She held a
mirror in her hand and would reflect the bright spotlight back and
forth into the audience while she sang this song about fishing for
a man to love.
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Helen and I were sitting in the lodges in the front row
balcony, and her bright light flashed across us momentarily-- but
then it came back and shone right into our faces. She stopped
singing and the theater pianist must have been confused. But she
stopped, and all of a sudden she said, "Lewis!” She paused for a
minute, but then she continued, "Where have you been? I thought I
was your only love!" Then she wondered who the blond girl was that
I was with, and she started singing one of the popular tunes of the
day: "Honest and truly, I'm in love with you..." and she sang it
all the way through. It took the pianist by surprise, but by the
time she was half-way through he had found the key and was
accompanying her.

Helen told me later that I was so red that I was reflecting
red light all over the theater. It all ended OK, because I took
Helen backstage and introduced her, but I think that was the most
embarrassing fifteen minutes of my entire life.

Do you have any recollections of the religions that in some cases
grew up in southern California, like Religious Sciences?

Well, I remember Aimee Semple McPherson in Los Angeles, but that
was after radio, of course. Our family was never very religious,
and I never had to go to church, but I did have to go to Sunday

.school.

And your mother played the organ in the church. She was quite a
musician.

But we were never very religious.

In your outline here, you’ve mentioned a tree house your father
built when you were seven years old.

Yes, it was built by my dad and my uncle Henry. The tree house was
about seven feet by eight feet, and it had a bench all around it
for sitting on, and also so you wouldn’t fall off the edge. It was
pretty well built. It had a three-foot-wide stairway going up to
it, and it was maybe fifteen feet up in the air in a big pepper
tree.

Then, let’s see, what year did I convert it? In 1930, I
converted it into a bedroom. I did most of the work on it, but Dad
helped some. We replaced the benches, and put walls up to about
three feet, and then windows above that, and put a roof on it. It
didn’'t have a roof at first. Then I slept there--moved a bed into
it, and used it for my bedroom. It was just long enough for a bed,
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and wide enough so that you had room enough to put on shoes and
socks, sitting on the edge of the bed.

If you wanted to.
By that time I was wearing shoes.
How come you slept out there?

Well, just because it was nice. The mockingbirds used the tree,
also, and on moonlight nights they would sing all night long.
Mockingbirds annoy some people, but you get used to those kinds of
things, you know, and don’'t pay too much attention to them. It was
a nice place to stay, and the windows came out, and we could put
screens in. So most of the year there were no windows in, just
screens.

But it was roofed?

It was roofed, and had a little closet.

That's wonderful! You're very lucky.

Yes, it was a great place to grow up. It was a great place to be.

One of the stories I love that Lewis tells about is when you and
your cousin got into the eggs.

Oh yeah, you would like that story! Grandpa had about a ten-acre
orange grove, a large fruit orchard, and a truck garden at their
home place in Alhambra. I guess that you would say that he was
retired by that time. My cousin, Don, and I had dug a tunnel and
covered it over with boards and then put dirt over the top of that,
so we could crawl down into the tunnel. Part of it was actually
dug underground, where it was deeper.

Don and I--1I don't know how we were going to cook the eggs, I
don't remember that, but anyway, we went into Grandpa's chicken
coop to "steal" some eggs. We wouldn’t have had to "steal" them,
because they would have given us all the eggs we wanted. 1 guess
we just wanted to "steal” them for the excitement. We had to go
through his barn in order to get into the chicken coop, and we each
got a couple of eggs. I can remember, we were just coming out when
Grandpa unexpectedly came in the barn door. We were still in the
barn, and I stuck the eggs--I had four eggs, two in each hand--in
my pockets.

My mother used to make my clothes; they were what we called
rompers. They were loose-fitting and about knee-high. Anyway, I
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stuck the eggs in my pockets and we came out the door just as
Grandpa was going in. We were just going by him, and he said,
"Well, how is everything today?" Then he said, "Well, have a nice
time," and he slapped me on both pockets [laughter], and then he
went on about his business as if nothing had happened. So there I
was with eggs running down both legs. He had a sense of humor.

This picture that Adele has just showed me is your mother at that

time. She’s lovely and young-looking. And is this outfit on you

what your little fellow friends were wearing, or is this a fancier
sort of outfit?

No, it’s a regular outfit. 1In those days kids didn’t wear long
pants until they were about in the seventh grade. Getting long
pants was one of the graduation steps that occurred.

It's like a sailor suit at the top, with a yoke across there.

Yes, we called them rompers. For my baby book, my mother cut out
little hunks of the materials that she made my clothes with, so I
have samples of each of my rompers. Anyway, getting long pants was
quite an event. It isn’t that way now.

When we first talked, you mentioned an interest in crystal radios.
When did you rig up your crystal radio? That was probably on a

rainy day in Alhambra.

I was in love with a girl named Eugenia Lee Rice from the time I
met her when we were still in grammar school, and actually, all
through high school. I met her in Sunday school, a pretty girl
with long flowing blond hair. She had just moved to Alhambra from
one of the southern states, still had her sugary southern accent,
and was a beautiful singer. For her first Christmas recital at
Sunday school she sang "Under The Stars," and she told me, "I am
going to sing this song just for you.” And she did. All through
the song she looked right at me with her pretty eyes. I didn't
have a chance! I was gone!

We lived about a mile apart, and she used to ride over to my
place on her bicycle, and I spent as much time as possible with
her. But about the time I started high school, I found out that
she was sharing her affections with somebody else. Now this is a
strange thing, because to this day I don’t know that she really
was. This kid was a neighbor of hers and he knew that I was
running around with her. He probably liked her--she was a cute
little girl--and so he told me this.

It never occurred to me until many years later that maybe he
wasn't telling the truth. Almost every high school annual that 1
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have, there’s a letter from her: "What ever happened to us?"
Anyway, I was in love with her, but I couldn’t stand sharing her
with somebody else, and so I was just off women. I wasn't
interested in other women because I was still interested in her.
But that was the reason I got into radio.

Well, that’s good. She functioned very effectively. [laughter]

I guess so, but at the time I was pretty devastated. But before we
get into radio, I want to tell a little story that happened when I
was about in the eighth grade. This will also give me a chance to
remind you that Halloween was a pretty destructive event back in
those days. It was all trick and no treat.

Anyway, four of the neighbor kids and I were out seeing what
mischief we could do, and typical of me at that time, we sort of
drifted over to Eugenia’s neighborhood. About two doors from her
house, we spotted a sewing machine on a table on a screen porch.
The screen door was unlocked and nobody was looking, so we took the
sewing machine and one of the guys climbed on the fence and put it
on the roof.

The next morning when we were right in the middle of
breakfast, I got this telephone call from Eugenia, and about how
some awful boys had broken into her neighbor’s house and put her
sewing machine up on the roof. And how sewing was this poor old
lady’s only way to make a living, and how it was just awful! I
told her I would come and help; and without finishing breakfast, I
jumped on my bike and headed for Eugenia’s. Well, to make a
wonderful story short: we got a ladder and I hauled the sewing
machine down off the roof and back onto the table, and Eugenia
kissed me. That was the first time, and I'm really not sure I
deserved it. But, let’s see, we were going to talk about radio.

Were crystal radios the rage, then?

I started with a crystal set which I built in 1920. And they
weren't the rage because that was before broadcasting. The only
thing you could hear was the telephone between Catalina Island and
the mainland. Broadcasting started later that same year when KDKA,
the Westinghouse station in Pittsburg, broadcast the returns of the
presidential election. The next year, I heard KPO in San
Francisco, which was quite a feat for a crystal set.

Then in 1923 I replaced the crystal with tubes. I started out
with a neutrodyne, which another guy and I built together, and then
the superheterodyne, which was built by one of the radio stores in
Alhambra and which I later modified to get short wave.
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And you have here a letter from Sydney, Australia..

Yes, and the newspaper clippings. That was the first time they had
been heard in the United States.

And Japan and England.

One by one, I heard almost every station in the U.S. and in all the
major countries where they gave their call letters in English. I
was the first person to hear London, 2LO, west of Chicago, and in
September, 1924, I picked up an experimental broadcast on short
wave from KDKA. Short wave was being used by amateurs, but this
was the first time a short wave station had broadcast a program.

Of course, I had an eighty-foot high tower in the back yard, which
was quite a construction feat. Some of the neighbor guys helped me
put it up. We built it on the ground, laying flat, and then raised
it.

And it survived the Santa Anas?
It survived. It was well guy-wired.

That sounds like a strong interest--the physics and the electronics
and so on--and yet art school still was where you went.

All my life I've had a lot of interests. The problem has been
choosing between them.

Gardens and Plants

When I asked you what your mother was doing to occupy herself, you
talked a little bit about her interest in gardening.

Yes, the lady across the street, their name was Stransky, had a
daughter who worked in Los Angeles. Her work was near a florist’s
outlet, and so she used to take bunches of Mother’s sweet peas in
to the florist shop every morning. That brought in some extra
money.

it

So had she made a business of this? Did she have masses and masses
of them?
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Lewis: Well, not really. As I remember, she would grow about a fifty-
foot row of sweet peas, growing up on the trellis, and so it was
not big business.

And then we sold things, other produce from the place, and we
also sold eggs. It was no big business. She liked to grow
flowers, and she used to pay a lot for the sweet pea seeds, I
remember. It was when the Spencer sweet peas first came out.

Riess: She didn’'t keep her own seeds from year to year?

Lewis: No. She bought seed. I don't know why. I think that with peas--
they don’t make F1 hybrids, so I don’t think that could have had
anything to do with them, but she bought seed.

Adele: It could have been because the colors were segregated?

Riess: Oh, so they weren’'t planted mixed. Do you remember seeing groups
of single colors?

Lewis: Yes, groups of single colors. Maybe that was the reason. But
then, see, she probably didn’t know that. I certainly didn’t know
it at the time, but they don’t get mixed--the colors--because they
don’'t cross. Sweet peas are all selfed, almost all. Sometimes a
bumblebee will get in and open them up, but by the time the flower
opens, why, they’'re all pollinated. So she really shouldn’t have
had any problems saving seed.

Riess: It seems like a great expense to buy seed if you're trying to do a
shoestring operation.

Lewis: I know that she did buy seed, at least for the sweet peas. I don't
remember growing any other crops for sale.

Riess: Was there a vegetable garden?

Lewis: Yeah, we had a vegetable garden, but mostly flowers, mostly a
flower garden. She liked to grow flowers. We had flowers of all
kinds. Of course, I took--

Adele: You could have gotten vegetables from the grandparents.

Lewis: Yes, their truck garden area was the size of a football field. It
was big.

Riess: Were you intrigued by these gardening activities, or was this
peripheral?
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I think it was peripheral, but I always liked the flowers. I'm
sure that’s where I first got into it. My dad didn’t do anything
in the garden except the shoveling. He would do the labor-type
work, but he really wasn’t that interested in gardening.

Was the soil wonderful there?

Yeah, it was good for growing. It was hard to work. You had to
catch it at the right time for it to work, like most of the heavy
clay adobe-type soils.

[to Adele] What are you pointing out for us?
Well, they did start fish ponds, which was for lilies, mostly.

Yes. In 1923 I started out with some fish and some seaweed stuff
that we got from Laguna Beach--1 guess it was probably from a tide
pool, as I remember--one time when we were down fishing. My dad
and uncles used to go fishing at Laguna, and we would go down and
camp out overnight. And I got some fish, and I even brought home
some sea anemones, which didn’t live. I found out how much salt
you were supposed to add to the water, and we brought them home in
a pail of sea water. I tried growing salt water fish in a tin
bathtub thing, actually. It was about three feet across.

A washtub?

Well, they actually used it for taking baths. Our family had a
bathtub, but a lot of families didn’'t have a bathtub. My grandma
and grandpa’s house--they didn’t have an indoor bathroom or toilet.
My grandpa said he wasn’t going to have one of those things in the
house, so they had a back house. Anyway, this was the type of
thing. It was big enough to take a bath in.

I didn’'t have much luck. Salt water fish are very difficult
to keep in captivity, and I didn’'t know that when I got them.

Did you keep trying? Did you go back to the beach?
No, just the once. They lived for a while, but it was very
unsuccessful. [pointing to photo] There’s me in the bathtub.

[chuckles]

Oh, yes. That's not a very big bathtub. That’'s just about the
right size for a two-year-old.

From there, I went to goldfish and the more usual things. That
would be about halfway through high school. Then I built one small
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pool right along the side of the house. It would have been about
four feet by seven or eight feet.

Lined with what?

It was cement--concrete. Then a couple of years later, I built one
pool in the backyard. Eventually, I took over most of my mother’s
growing area with pools and water lilies.

It sounds like the aesthetic part of it was important, too.

Yes, that’s how I got into iris, because I figured that these flat
pools and the 1lily pads and the lilies was all horizontal, and you
should have some vertical things growing around the pool. Iris
were good vertical plants, and so I went up to Pasadena and bought
a big supply of iris of various kinds--Japanese iris, Siberians,
tall beardeds, a lot of different species--and grew them around the
pools, because they looked good growing vertically.

It almost sounds like an extravagant idea, under the circumstances,
to do all this.

By that time, I was working summers and making enough money to buy
some things on my own. But the bigger pools were built after I got
out of high school.

Where did you get the water lilies?

I bought them from two places near Alhambra where you could buy
water lilies, and one in North Hollywood. By that time we had a
car, because I drove the car to art school when I was going to art
school. There was the Miller Iris Garden in San Gabriel where I
got probably most of them, and another garden--I can’t remember the
person’s name--in Alhambra. I bought from Tricker, the tropical
water lilies--Tricker in New Jersey.

Was Alhambra a place where there was a lot of commercial flower
business?

I don’t think so. I think the flower business would have been a
little closer to the coast, probably.

How about the Huntington Gardens? Had they been developed at all?
Is that something you saw?

I never visited the Huntington Gardens until after we were married.
I guess they were there, but that wasn’t one of the things that I
did.
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Adele: There was Coolidge Rare Plant Gardens.

Lewis: Of course, this was a nursery where you bought things. The
Coolidge Rare Plant Gardens--I visited them a lot. I was
interested in things that were either difficult to grow or there
weren’t very many of.

Snider--a person I think I told you about before--his real
name was Schneidau, but he went under the name of Snider. He had a
dilapidated nursery, but all kinds of real interesting things. He
knew a lot of people. He was the one who took me to Armacost and
Royston Orchid Gardens to see the scarlet cataleya orchid, the
first time that they had had a scarlet-colored cataleya orchid. I
can still remember going with him to see that.

And then near Bel-Air, near Hollywood, there was a gardener
who grew all kinds of things that were difficult to get. He had
terrestrial orchids and things like that. Another person was
Weinberg, who was importing succulents. He would make trips down
to Mexico. So I knew a lot of growers down there.

Riess: How about Japanese nurserymen? Did you meet any?

Lewis: I don’t think so. I don’t think that we had Japanese nurseries. I
don’t remember any in those days. I don’t know why, but I don't
remember that there were any.

Riess: 1 interviewed Toichi Domoto in Hayward, and he talked about his
father bringing persimmons from Japan and expanding the kinds of
things that we were growing here in California.

Lewis: Of course, Domoto was probably the best example, but there were a
lot of other Japanese interested in nurseries up here in the Bay
Area. I really don't remember any around Alhambra. I can’t think
of visiting any in that whole area.

School Years

Riess: Were any of your grade school teachers, or the librarian, or your
high school teachers, very strong influences?

1 Lurline Matson Roth, Matson and Roth Family History: A love of
Ships, Horses, and Gardens, Regional Oral History Office, The Bancroft

Library, UC Berkeley, 1982.
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Yes. I think that all the way through school I have been very
strongly influenced by various teachers. I know that a fifth grade
teacher left. She had to move away because she got married, and I
can still remember the whole class crying when she told us she was
leaving. She was a real good teacher, and we liked her. That
would have been during the first world war.

The first grade teacher in grammar school--I had her in first
grade and second grade--Florence Irwin, she became principal of the
grammar school later. After we were married, on one of our trips
to Alhambra, I took Adele to visit her. We went unannounced, and I
don’‘t know how many years that was after I had her in school. 1
still remember: she was in the backyard, and Adele and I went
around the driveway. She came up the driveway, and she looked at
me, and all of a sudden she said, "Little Lewis.” Then she told
Adele that I had made a very fine clay pig when I was in the first
grade.

She recognized him when he smiled. He has a distinctive smile.

Were they beginning to give you a feeling, which it sounds like you
were also getting from your family, that you could just do or be
anything? That the world for you had enormous possibilities?

I don't ever remember having very profound ideas along this line.
Usually I just did whatever needed to be done without giving it any
peripheral thought, and I think that usually I was successful.

But a lot of supportive people.

Yes, and I was always aware of what they were doing and that I
could learn something from them. There were some high school
teachers that had a strong influence on me: one English teacher
that was very good. I don’t think that, at the time I was in her
class, I felt that teacher’s influence, really, except looking back
on it. But after I got married, I thought enough about her that I
introduced her to Adele. I think that I appreciated teachers more
after 1 got into Chaffey Junior College.

Were you a sufficiently good student that you were encouraged to go
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