






































EPHYDRIDAE

Clanoneurum cimiciforme (Haliday) A common species on many saltings.

Psilopa leucostoma (Meigen) Another frequent species.

P. nitiduia (Fallen) One swept from strand line at Little Wakering.

Notiphila cinerea Fallén. From both saltings and cliff seepages, often common.

Hydrellia albilabris (Meigen) One swept from a narrow strip of saltmarsh vegetation
along the Stour at Stour Wood.

H. cochleariae {Haliday) Found at Copperas Bay, Steeple Creek and Stambridge.

H. griseola (Fallén) Frequent on saltings, common where found.

H. modesta Loew. Only found on saltmarsh at Stone Point.

Philygria punctatonervosa (Fallén) Common along shingle bar enclosing saltmarsh at
Dovercourt.

P. vitripennis (Zett.) Swept from saltmarsh at Dovercourt.

Parhydra coarctata (Fallen) Taken from seapages at Walton and along shore at Stour
Wood.

P. fossarum (Haliday) Common at seepages on cliff at Walton.

Pelina aenea (Fallen) One taken from seepages on cliff at Walton.

P. nitens Loew. Found along strand line at Copperas Bay and on brackish lagoon at
Stone Point.

Ephydra macellaria Egger. Common on brackish lagoon at Stone Point.

Limnellia quadrate (Fallén) Swept from middle of marsh at Paglesham.

Philoteima defecta (Haliday) Reared from pupae found along strand line at Copperas
Bay.

P. nigripenne (Meigen) Swept from strand line at Copperas Bay and Paglesham.

Lamproscatella dichaeta (Loew) Taken from seepages along cliff at Walton.

L. sibilans (Haliday) Frequent on brackish lagoon at Stone Point.

Scatella ciliata Collin. Swept from strand line at Colne point and brackish lagoon at
Stone Point.

S. lutosa Haliday. Taken from seepages along cliff at Walton.

S. paludum Meigen. Frequent on brackish lagoon at Stone Point.

S. stagnalis (Fallén) A common species on Essex saltings.

S. subguttata (Meigen) A few found on brackish lagoon at Stone Point.

S. tenuicosta Collin. The most frequently encountered species on Essex saltings.

Scatophila noctula (Meigen) One swept from strand line at Dovercourt.

Coenia palustris (Fallén) One taken from fresh-water seepages on cliff at Waiton.

DROSOPHILIDAE

Chymomyza wirthi Wheeler. One male swept from the seaward edge of the saltmarsh
at Canvey Point. New to Britain, details shall be published later.

Scaptomyza flava (Fallén) Found well out on saltings at Tollesbury and Stone Point.

S. graminium (Fallen) One reared from pupae found along strand line at Copperas Bay.
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residential area. Herald Way Marsh (SP3776) 6.7.90 ~ from reeds and sedges of
mesotrophlc marsh and carr.

Pherbellla brunnipes (Meigen) - Coventry (SP3583) 17.7.91 - as per C. punctata. Herald
Way Marsh 6.7.90 - as per C. punctata.

P. dorsata (Zetterstedt) - Bishops Palace, Abergwili, Carms. (SN4421) 18.7.88 - margins
of a Glyceria - choked pool. Pembrey Forest, Carms. (SN3703) 17.7.88 - lush margins of
a pool within coniferised fixed dune. Wicken Fen, Cambs. (TL5570) 8.7.89 - Phragmites
bed of ancient fenland. East Walton Common 27.7.89 - as per C. punctata.
Woodwalton Fen 13.5.90, 28.5.90, 17.6.90 - as per C. bifasciella. Coventry (SP3677)
30.5.91 - small, seasonal pond with limited marginal vegetation. Coventry (SP3582)
17.7.91 -as per C. punctata. Herald Way Marsh 13.6.90 - as per C. punctata.

P. griseola (Fallen) - Chippenham Fen, Cambs. (TL6469) 13.8.86 ~ Phragmites bed of

ancient fenland.
P. nana (Fallen) - East Walton Common 6.7.89 - as per C. punctata.

Pteromicra glabricula (Fallen) - Pembrey Forest 17.7.88 - as per P. dorsata. Braunton
Burrows 13.6.8% - from a shallow, dried up mid-dune slack. East Walton Common
6.7.89 - lush seepage mire associated with a chalk spring. Woodwalton Fen 2.6.90 - as
per C. punctata.

P. leucopeza (meigen) - Pembrey Forest 17.7.88 - as per P. dorsata.

Sciomyza simplex Fallen - Pembrey Forest 17.7.88 - as per P. dorsata. Bishops Palace
18.7.88 - as per P. dorsata. Laugharne Burrows, Carms. (SN2807) 18.7.88 - Juncus
acutus, Phragmites and Salix dominated mid-dune slack. Braunton Burrows 15.6.89 - as
per P. glabricula. Woodwalton Fen 28.5.90, 17.6.90, 19.5.91 - as per C. bifasciella.

Antichaeta analls (Meigen) - Glen Feshie, E. Ness (NN8497) 3.7.84 - tall, coarse
vegetation of an upland seepage at 320 metres. Laugharne Burrows 18.7.88 - as per
S. simplex. Woodwalton Fen 22.4.90, 13.5.90, 28.5.90, 17.6.90 - as per C. bifasciella but

also taken in some wooded areas.

A. obliviosa Enderlein - Woodwalton Fen 28.5.85 - circumstances of capture not
noted, 22.4.90 - open mixed fen, cut during the previous year and waterlogged at the
time of the visit, 19.5.91 - cut then ‘grazed’ fen with pools and ditches. The first two
records are for females, the latter relates to a male (which is apparent]y undescribed).
This species was added to the British list fairly recently (Cole, 1988) and to the
authors knowledge is still only known from a few Huntingdonshire sites.

Dichetophora finlandica Verbeke - Stanford M.O.D. site, W. Norf (TL839S) 2(.8.85 -
lush vegetation (nettles etc) within damp woodland. Seemingly very different habitat
requirements to D. obliterata (Fabricius) which I have recorded variously on chalk
downland, calcareous dune grassland and disturbed breck grassland. My former NCC

colleague, Roger Key, has also provided me with a D. finlandica specimen taken at

18



Holme Fen NNR, Hunts. (TL2089) on 8.8.85 - a peatland site which is now
predominantly damp birch-alder woodland, with few areas that I would consider
suitable for D. obliterata.

Dictya umbrarum (Linnaeus) - Glen Feshie 3.7.84 - as per A. analis.

Ectinocera borealls (Zetterstedt) ~ Malham Tarn, N.W. Yorks (SD9066) July 1983 -

either from the wood behind the field centre or the limestone pavement beyond.

Psacadina zernyl Mayer - East Walton Common 6.7.89 - a very localised population
associated with the lush vegetation around a chalk springhead within a shoal of pingo
pools and depressions. A large, rather long-winged Psacadina female swept from a
drajnage ditch on Pevensey Levels, E. Suss. (TQ6606) on 31.7.88 may also represent this
species, it certainly does not conform to my female P. verbekei Rozkosny material.
P. vittigera (Schiner) was also recorded from the site by S.G. Ball during the same visit,
but the specimen does not appear to represent that species.

Tetanocera punctifrons Rondani - Coventry (SP3882) 13.8.91 - Apium nodifiorum
choked agricultural ditch. Herald Way Marsh 11.6.90, 13.6.90, 6.7.90, 11.7.90 - as per
C. punctata, also regularly from dense Phragmites growing in the marshy depressions
of colliery spoil nearby.

T. phyllophora Melander - Holme Fen NNR {0.8.91 - swept from vegetation at edge of
birch woodland lying over damp peat.

Further useful vice-county records of local species not now regarded as Nationally
Scarce (in the formal Nature Conservancy Council sense) include the following:

Pteromicra angustipennis (Staeger) - N. Devon, Cambs., Carms.

Tetanura pallidiventris Fallen - N. Devon, Warks., Midlothian, S Aberd.

Dichetophora obliterata (Fabricius) - N. Devon, E. Sussex, W. Norf.

Euthycera fumigata (Scopoli) - N. Devon, Cambs., Hunts., Northants., Warks., Pembs.
Psacadina verbekei Rozkosny - W. Norf., E. Norf., Cambs., Northants., Warks. (found
at no Jess than seven sites in this latter vice county during 1990)

Renocera striata (Meigen) - N.W. Yorks.

Special mention should be made of two sites that have yielded particularly long
species lists on a single visit. The most noteworthy is East Walton Common, Norfolk.
This is a remarkable site containing one of Britain's largest shoals of 'pingos’ (pools
and depressions created by the melting of permafrost at the end of the last ice age). It
also possesses several chalk springs with associated streams and seepages, dry chalk
heath, carr and mature woodland. The first visit on 6th July 1989 yielded twenty
sciomyzid species, including fifteen from one pond! A soldier fly and cranefly new to
Britain were also discovered by Alan Stubbs on the same excursion. A further visit on
the 27th of the same month added an extra four species to the site list, though a
number of common species (e.g. Pherbellia cinerefla (Fallen), P. albocostata (Fallen),
P. ventralis) (Fallen) are notably unrecorded.
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Cx. torrentium. The most recent records take precedence on the map.
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Adults do not appear to enter houses and females feed exclusively on birds. As with Cx.
pipiens the female is the overwintering stage, but the hibernation sites are not the same
as those of Cx. pipiens and are at present unknown. In addition to England, this species
has been reported from Scotland. There are, at present, no records from Wales and
Ireland.

Culex pipiens (typical and molestus forms) (Figs. 2-4)

The molestus form of Cx. pipiens, also known as the autogenous form, was unknown in
Britain until 1934 when it was discovered in Hayling Island (Marshall and Staley, 1935).
All records before that date are therefore imprecise.

Marshall (1938) states “C. pipiens is so common in Britain that a compilation of its locality
records would be of no scientific interest”. We do not believe that this is strictly true as
we can find no records from areas such as the Scottish Highlands, the north Yorkshire
Moors, Exmoor and the Brecon Beacons which are exposed upland moorlands and appear
to be devoid of mosquito species including Cx. pipiens. This is despite the presence of
water in the form of bogs and drinking containers for livestock. However, midges and
blackflies thrive in these areas. Itis surprising that we have received so few records of what
is, supposedly, a very common species. Is this an artefact produced by collectors not
considering records of Cx. pipiens worthy of submission or is this species less widespread
than in former years? Only continued study will tell.

As Cx. pipiens exists in Britain in two physiological forms, it is often impossible to be precise
regarding identification and most records can be given only as Cx. pipiens sensu lato.
However, in the absence of evidence that a specimen is the molestus form it is usual to
assume that it is the fypical form. The characteristics which may be used to distinguish the
two forms are:

The molestus form is autogenous (able to lay an egg batch without requiring a blood meal),
stenogamous (able to mate in enclosed spaces), has subterranean aquatic sites, feeds on
the blood of humans and is active throughout the year.

The typical form is anautogenous, eurygamous, uses hyperterranean aquatic sites, feeds on
birds and hibernates in the winter.

Marshall (1938) tabulates a number of morphological distinctions between larval and adult
stages of the two forms, but these are now considered to be unreliable.

Culex territans (Fig. 5)

On re-examining the available British specimens of the subgenus Neoculex, Mattingly
(1953) concluded that the material had been wrongly assigned to apicalis Adams and
should be named territans Walker.

Although there are few records of Cr. territans from Britain, they are widespread, ranging
from the south coast of England to Scotland. Asin other members of the genus Culex, egg
rafts are produced, but in this species they are laid above the water line and larvae enter
the water on hatching. Little is known of the ecology of this species in Britain but the main
aquatic habitats are probably small, permanent collections of ground water with abundant
vegetation (Gutsevich et al., 1971), although container water may be used (Cranston ef al.,
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1987).Amphibians and reptiles appear to be the main food source of Cx. territans but there
are records of feeding on birds and mammals including man.

Adults of Cx. territans may be distinguished from other British Culex by their pale
abdominal bands which are located on the hind border of the segments, while larvae are
characterised by theirvery long siphons. The only other member of the subgenus Neoculex
which may possibly be encountered in Britain is Cx. hortensis Ficalbi which is present in
north-western France (Moussiegt, 1985).

Culex modestus (Fig. 6)

This species was first recorded in Britain in July 1944 when a female was captured at
Emsworth on the mainland north of Hayling Island. Soon after, a second female was
discovered inside a house in Hayling Island and in the following month six larvae were
found in a National Fire Service water tank in Portsmouth. The tank was assumed to be
the source of the females caught during the previous month. In May 1945, in Hayling
Island, another female was found and the following month four larvae were discovered in
a small pool of brackish water at Gosport (Marshall, 1945). Almost certainly Cx. modestus
was introduced from the Mediterranean area where it is common. It has not been recorded
in Britain since.

This species is known to bite humans viciously both in woodlands and in houses at any time
of day or night.

Adults may be distinguished from other Culex species by the absence of pale abdominal
bands, while the larvae have 3-S pairs of ventral siphonal setae which, characteristically,
bear numerous branches.

GENERAL COMMENTS

As can be seen from the maps, there appears to be a general bias of distribution to the
south-east of Britain, particularly in the more recent data. The reason for this is common
to all distribution schemes. When the number of collectors of specimens is small,
distribution records demonstrate the locality of the entomologists almost as much as that
of the species studied.

Rees and Snow (1990) depict the distribution records for all British mosquitoes and Fig.
7 is an updated version, demonstrating the addition of over 250 site records. From this
map it is clear that there is plenty of work ahead in mapping the “barren areas”, and the
authors will be grateful for all records received for any British mosquito.
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Recent records for Leptopeza borealis Zett. (Dipt., Empididae)
P.J. Hodge

Collin 1961, (British Flies: Empididae, p. 274) records this species from the British Isles on
the strength of a single female taken by J. J. F. X. King at Balmaha, Stirlingshire on 28 May
1910. I swept 2 single female off tree foliage on the bank of Shooter's Clough (SK 0074) in
the Goyt Valley, Cheshire on 26 July 1988. In addition my friend Mr. Roy Crossley has
taken the species in three widely separated sites in Yorkshire: bank of R. Wharfe, Otley
(SE 24), Mid-west Yorkshire, one male on 24 June 1983; Bransdale (SE 69), North-east
Yorkshire, 2 June 1989; Hardcastle Crags, Hebden Bridge (SD 92), South-west Yorkshire,
21 May 1990. The species is evidently established over a wide area of northern Britain, the
reason for its not having been recorded previously from England perhaps being due to low
population density. I thank Roy Crossley for allowing me to include his records in this
note.

P. J. Hodge, § Harvard Road, Ringmer, Lewes, East Susses, BN8 SH].
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The Plant-mining Diptera of the Isle of Coll, Inner Hebrides (V.c.103)

K.P. Bland

The plant-mining diptera of Scotland are very poorly recorded. The following 35 species
of plant-mining flies have been recorded from the Isle of Coll in the Inner Hebrides during
the last 10 years. In most instances identification is based on reared material.
Identifications based entirely on leaf-mines have only been accepted in those instances
where scope for error is minimal. The data were derived from 254 collections of plant
mines between 1981 and 1990. Unfortunately rearing success was low and only a third of
these collections produced dipteran imagines. Four-figure Ordinance Survey grid
references are given for all localities and names of hymenopterous parasites are included
where reared. An asterisk (*) before a species indicated that no previous published record
for Scotland appears to exist.

CHIRONOMIDAE

Cricotopus tricinctus (Meigen, 1818) - Occupied workings on the underside of floating
leaves of Sparganium minimum Wallr. at Grishipoll (NM1859) on 23.viii.90 (emerged
29.vi1i.90). Mine and biology described for first time from these specimens (Bland &
Rotheray, 1992).

DROSOPHILIDAE

Scaptomyza flava (Fallén, 1823) - Occupied leaf-mines in Cochlearia officinalis L. on Beinn
Feall (NM1455) on 9.vii.87 (emerged 25.vi i.87). Similar Jeaf-mines also seen on Eilean
Mor (NM2764), Gunna (NM0951) and at AChroic (NM2262). Leaf-mines in Nasturtium
officinale R.Br. at Gallanach (NM2160) on 13.vii.88 (emerged 9.viii.88); parasitized by
Chrysocharis melaenis (Walker, 1839) [EULOPHIDAE).

S.graminum (Fallén, 1823) - Occupted leaf-minesin Lychnis flos-cuculi L. at Portan Druine
(NM1653) on 14.v1i.88 (emerged 6.viii.88) and in Anthyllis vulneraria L. at Cornaigbeg
(NM2362) on 19.vii.85 (emerged 7.viii.85). Similar mines in Anthyllis seen in July at
Sorisdale (NM2763), Ballyhaugh (NM1757) and Gunna (NM1051); parasitized by
Halticoptera aenea (Walker, 1833) [PTEROMALIDAE].

S. griseola Zetterstedt, 1847 - Occnpied mines in the floating leaves of Potamogeton
polygonifolius Pourr. at Loch Fada (NM1958) on 19.vii.88 (emerged 6.vi1i.88). Similar
occupied mines, probably referable to this species but not reared, in Potamogeton spp. at
Loch Ghillecaluim (NM2561), AChrodic (NM2262), Loch Urbhaig (NM2357) and Loch
nan Cinneachan (NM1856).

Other drosophilid leaf-mines were found in Cerastium fontanum Baumg. and Stellaria
media (L.) Vill. but died in the pupal stage.

AGROMYZIDAE

Agromyza alnibetulue Hendel, 1931 - Vacated leaf-mines in Betula pendula Roth.,
ascribable to this species, at Arinagour (NM2157, 2257) on 13 & 20.vii.88.

A. alnivora Spencer, 1969 - Occupied leaf-mines in Alnus glutinosa (L.) Gaertn. at
Arinagour (NM2157, 2257) on 24.ix.86 (emerged 10-16.vi.87) and 24.vii.90 (emerged
22.v.-16.vi.91).

A. anthracina Meigen, 1830 - Occupied leaf-mines in Urnica dioica L. at Arinagour
(NM2257) on 12.vii.88, but not reared.
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A. nana Meigen, 1830 - Occupied mines in Trfolium pratense L. at Gallanach (NM2160)
on 12.vii.88 (emerged 19.viii.88). Similar mines in 7. pratense were seen in July at Arinagour
(NM2256), Sorisdale (NM2763), Cornaigbeg (NM2362) and Meall nan Uan (NM2661).
Occupied leaf-mines in T repens L. at Ballyhaugh (NM1757) on 15.vii.88 also produced
this species (emerged 26.viii.88). Similar mines in 7’ repens were seen in July at Crossapol
Bay (NM1453), Beinn Feall (NM1454), Beinn Hogh (NM1758), Arinagour (NM2257),
Caolas-an-Eilean (NM2155) and Meall nan Uan (NM2661).

*Paraphytomyza tremulae (Hering, 1955) - Occupied mines on the underside of the leaves
of Populus tremula L. at Arithluic (NM2155) on 9.viii.83 (emerged 10.iv.84), 24.vii.88
(emerged 22.v.89) and 22.viii.90 (emerged 19-21.v.91). This species does not appear to
have been previously recorded from Scotland but is widespread also occurring in
Lanarkshire (V.c.77), Peebleshire (V.c.78), Stirlingshire (V.c.86), Perthshire (V.c.88 & 89)
and Inverness-shire (V.c.96).

Phytomyza affinis Fallén, 1823 - Reared from seedheads of Euphrasia sp. from Uig
(NM1645) on 23.viii.90 (emerged 1.viii.91) and from Cornaigbeg (NM2363) on 24.viii.90
(emerged 26.vii.91). Pupation was outwith the seedheads.

P, angelicae Kaltenbach, 1874 - Occupied mines in Angelica sylvestris L. at Ballyhaugh
(NM1757) on 6.viii.83 (emerged 29-30.viii.83), at Cornaigbeg (NM2362) on 16.viii.90
(emerged 17-20.iv.91) and at Meall nan Uan (NM2661) on 31.vii.84 (date of emergence
notrecorded). Similar mines also seenin all parts of the island from Eilean Mar (NM2764)
to west end of Gunna (NM0951).

P, calthivora Hendel, 1934 - Leaf-mines in Caltha palustris L. characteristic of this species
at Arivirig (NM2354) on 20.viii.90 but already vacated.

P, calthophila Hendel, 1931 - Occupied leaf-mines in Caltha palustris L. at Ballyhaugh
(NM1758) on 13.vii.81 (emerged 3.viii.81) and at Gallanach (NM2160) on 12.vii.88
(emerged 8.viii.88). Mines also seen in July at Struan (NM2563), Cornaigbeg (NM2362)
and on Gunna (NM1051).

P, chaerophylli Kaltenbach, 1856 - Occupied leaf-mines in Anthriscus sylvaticum (L.)
Hoffm. ascribable to this species at Arinagour (NM2256) on 14.vii.87, but no imagines
reared; parasitized by Glyphognathos flammeus (Delucchi, 1953) [P TEROMALIDAE).
P heracleana Hering, 1937 - Occupied leaf-mines in Heracleum sphondylium L. at Toraston
(NM2261) on 31.vii.83 (emerged 29.viii.83).

P, lonicerae Robineau-Desvoidy, 1851 - Occupied leaf-mines in Lonicera periclymenum L.
in Loch Fada - Meall nan Uan area (NM2561, 2660, 2661, 2662) on 15.vii.81 (emerged
19-25.vii.81), 10.viii.83 (emerged 15.viii.83), 31.vii.84 (emerged 5.viii.84) and 2.viii.84
(emerged 5.viii.84).

P. marginella Fallén, 1823 - Occupied leaf-mines in Serecio aquaticus Hill at Arinagour
(NM2257) on 20.vii.88 (emerged 17-25.viii.88).

P. matricariae Hendel, 1920 - Occupied leaf-mines in Achillea millefolium L. at Breachacha
(NM1554) on 2.viii.84 (emerged 24-29.viii.84).

P notata Meigen, 1830 - A widespread species on the island; occupied mines in Ranunculus
repens L. at Sorisdale (NM2763) on 12.vii.81 (emerged 1-2.viii.81), at AChroic (NM2262)
on 14.vii.81 (emerged 8.viii.81), at Toraston (NM2261) on 2.viii.83 (emerged 29.viii.83), at
Meall nan Muc (NM2357) on 17.vii.81 (emerged 4-8.viii.81) and at Arinagour (NM2257)
on 30.vii.84 (emergence date not recorded), and also mines in R. ficaria L.at AChrdic
(NM2262) on 14.vii.81 (emerged 3.viii.81); parasitized by Dacnusa confinis Ruthe, 1859
[BRACONIDAE].

P, obscurella Fallén, 1923 - Occupied leaf-mines inAegopodium podagraria L. at Arinagour
(NM2256) on 8.vii.87 (emerged 8.viii.87) and 17.viii.90 (emerged 9.x.90); parasitized by
Glyphognathus flammeus (Delucchi, 1953) [P TEROMALIDAE)].

P, periclymeni de Meijere, 1924 - Occupied leaf-mines in Lonicera periclymenum L. in
Caolas-an-Eilean area (NM2153) on 22.viii.90 (emerged 25.viii.90 & 1-2.v.91), at Arivirig
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(NM2354) on 20.viii.90 (emerged v.91) and in the Loch Fada - Meall nan Uan area
(NM2561, 2660) on 15.vii.81 (emerged 2.viii.81), 31.vii.84 (emerged 23.viii.84) and on
2.viii.84 (emerged 23.viii.84); parasitized by Cyrtogaster vulgaris Walker, 1833
[PTEROMALIDAE] and Miscogaster maculata Walker, 1833 [P TEROMALIDAE).

P, plantaginis Robineau-Desvoidy, 1851 - Occupied leaf-mines in Plantago lanceolata L.
ascribable to this species at Cornaigbeg (NM2362) on 9.vii.88 but no imagines reared.

P primulae Goureau, 1851 - Occupied leaf-mines in Primula vulgaris Huds. at Meall nan
Uan (NM2661) on 1S.vii.82 (emerged 30.vii.82) and at Port an Diine (NM1653) on
14.vii.88 (emerged 30.vii.88). Vacated mines were also seen at Sorisdale (NM2663) on
28.vii.84 and on Eilean Mor (NM2764) on 28.vii.88.

P ramosa Hendel, 1923 - early occupied mines originating in midrib of leaves of Succisa
pratensis Moench., an ascribable to this species, at Creag nan Clamhan (NM2362) on
21.vii.88. Larva died without pupating.

P ranunculi (Schrank, 1803) - Occupied leaf-mines in Ranunculus repens L. at Toraston
(NM2261) on 2.viii.83 (emerged 29.viii.83); also occupied mines in R. flammula L. at
Ballyhaugh (NM1758) on 6.viii.83 (emerged 29.viii.83).

*P. 7rostrata Hering, 1934 - A single female fly, that keyed out to this species in Spencer
(1976), emerged on 25.v.86 from seedheads of Pedicularis sylvatica L. collected at
Arinagour (NM2256) on 23.vii.85. A single mine, in the receptacle of P sylvatica, that
could possibly be referable to this species, was found at the same locality on 10.vii.82 but
nothing was reared. Phytomyza rostrata does not appear to have been previously recorded
from Britain, although known from Sweden, Denmark and Germany (Spencer, 1976).
However, the identity of the present specimen must remain in doubt until a male is found.
P, spondylii Robineau-Desvoidy, 1851 - Occupied leaf-mines in Heracleum sphondylium L.
at Cornaigbeg (NM2362) on 26.vii.84 (emerged 21.vi.85) and 16.viii.90 (emerged
1-19.vi.91).

*F. succisae Hering, 1922 - Early leaf-mines in Succisa pratensis Moench. ascribable to this
species at Meall nan Uan (NM2660) on 31.vii.84, on Eilean Mor (NM2764) on 28.vii.88
and at Arivirig (NM2354) on 20.viii.90 - in all cases the larva died before completing the
mine. The larvae of both succisae and ramosa feed up very slowly; a single leaf cannot be
maintained in a fresh condition long enough for the larva to complete the mine - the whole
plant must be taken.

P syngenesiae (Hardy, 1849) - Occupied leaf-mines in Arctium pubens Bab. at Toraston
(NM2261) on 31.vii.83 (emerged 9.viii.83) and in Leontodon autumnalis L. at Beinn Feall
(NM1454)on 4.viii.83 (emerged 15.viii.83), at Ballyhaugh (NM1757) on 6.viii.83 (emerged
15.viii.83) and at Grishipoll (NM1959) on 29.vii.84 (emerged 6-9.viii.84).

P, tenella Meigen, 1830 - Seedheads of Pedicularis sylvatica L. from near Totronald
(NM1655) on 23.viii.90 produced this species between 24.v.-20.vi.91.

P, varipes Macquart, 1835 - This species emerged from seedheads of Rhinanthus minor L.
from Cornaigbeg (NM2362, 2363) on 19.vii.85 (emerged 4.vii.86) and 24.viii.90 (emerged
6.vii.91).

P virgaureae Hering, 1926 - Occupied leaf-mines in Solidago virgaurea L. at Meall nan Uan
(NM2662) on 10.viii.83 (emerged 29.viii.83), at Arivirig (NM2354) on 20.viii.90 (emerged
17.ix.90 & 16-20.iv.91) and at Caolas-an-Eilean (NM2254) on 22.viii.90 (emerged 17.ix.90
& 16.iv.91).

Cerodontha ireos (Goureau, 1851) - Occupied leaf-mines in Iris pseudacorus L. at
Arinagour (NM2257) on 13.vii.81 (emerged 31.vii.-7.viii.81) and 16.viii.90 (emerged
24.v.91) and at Ballyhaugh (NM1758) on 16.viii.90 (emerged 19.v.91). The mines are
widespread throughont the island from Eilean Mor (NM2764) to Port an Duine
(NM1653); parasitized by Chrysocharis polyzo (Walker, 1839) [EULOPHIDAE].

Other agromyzid leaf-mines were found in Filipendula ulmaria (L.) Maxim., Ligustrum
scoticum L., Bellis perennis L., Senecio jacobaea L. (parasitized by Dacnusa areolaris (Nees,
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Tipula fascipennis Meigen in Scotland
E.G. Hancock

This species of cranefly is one of the first I found on moving to Scotland and has proved to
be fairly widespread. This is contrary to the distribution given in Coe (1950), Westmorland
southwards, that was based necessarily on data on specimens in the British Museum
(Natural History) collections at the time. There have been several scattered records from
Scotland published before and since then. These have been derived from the excellent
bibliography maintained at the Royal Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, the Scottish Insect
Record Index (SIRI) (Shaw, 1987). They are collated below together with my own
observations, specimens which are preserved in Glasgow Museum or other collections
where stated.

Solway area, common in woods and shady places (Brown & Douglas, 1949)
(Specimens in the Royal Museum of Scotland from the Brown collection are all
from two localities, Tyron and Closeburn, in Dumfriesshire, post-dating his article)

Newmilns, Ayrshire, 8 July 1984

Glasgow, Cadder, rare (Henderson, 1901)

(A female specimen in Hunterian Museum, Glasgow University, is dated 10 August
1900.)

Glasgow, Pollok Park, 19 May 1990

Paisley Moss, Renfrewshire, 10 July 1985

Johnstone Castle, Renfrewshire, 27 June 1926 (Henderson collection, Hunterian

Museum)

Ardmore, Dumbartonshire, on two occasions in suction traps (Dobson, 1973)

Luss Glen, Dumbartonshire 5 July 1902 (Henderson collection, Hunterian Museum)

Comrie, Perthshire, 9 July 1983

Old Aberdeen, 1872-5 (Armston, 1884)

Shetland, June 1890 (Dale, 1893)

For the sake of brevity the above ignores repetitious publication of the same records (al}
of which are faithfully entered in SIRI). An interesting reference extracted from SIRI is
Walker (1856) who gives Scotland as part of the known distribution at that time.
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Three Flies New to Yorkshire in 1991.

John D. Coldwell

Collecting in the Barnsley area during 1991 produced three additions to the County list,
all of which represent significant northward extensions to their known range in Britain.

Neoascia interrupta (Meigen, 1822) (Dipt.:Syrphidae)

A female of this small but distinctive species was swept from emergent vegetation fringing
a small pond at Gypsy Marsh (SE 4102), a local authority reserve five miles south-east of
Barnsley, on 23rd May. A number of specimens were recorded on subsequent visits to the
site, including one example of the less-obvious male.

This hoverfly was added to the British list only recently (Falk et. al., 1981) its recognitions
largely based on material from south-east England. It has since been found near Coventry
(Wright, 1990) and in Nottinghamshire (D. Whiteley, pers. comm.). Doubtless further
Yorkshire sites await discovery.

Acanthiophilus helianthi (Rossi, 1794) (Dipt.: Tephritidae)
A female example of this rare Tephritid was swept from lakeside vegetation by the lower
lake at Bretton Park (SE 2812), a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve, on 13th July.

‘White (1988) considers the species very rare with recent records confined to a few southern
counties. This present discovery therefore extends its known distribution dramatically.

The translucent wings with faint markings towards the apex and generally pale
greyish-green cast to the body give this species a somewhat teneral appearance in life, a
characteristic, perhaps, collectors should be aware of.

Sciapus contristans (Wiedemann, 1877) (Dipt.: Dolichopodidae)

A male specimen of this scarce fly was swept from the edge of a rankly vegetated meadow
adjacent to an area of well-drained heath-like habitat at Houghton Common (SE 4308),
eight miles east of Barnsley, on 24th July. The specimen runs to S.loewi in Assis-Fonseca
(1978) but a recent revision by Meuffels and Grootaert (1990) recognises four species
within the Sciapus contristans complex, one of which, Sciapus contristans (sensu stricto)
matches the Barnsley specimen precisely. S.loewi is regarded as a synonym of §.
contristans.

Assis-Fonseca considers ’S.loewi” uncommon, occurring no further north than Norfolk.
The Belgian authors find it difficult to ascribe a preferred biotope for this species.
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Editorial Postscript

This issue marks the end of the first phase in the development of Dipterists Digest, as
hand over to ’guest editors’ Phil Withers and Anthony Bainbridge; and new chief editor
Graham Rotheray who will tackle future editions.

It seems like only yesterday since I first tested the water by announcing my plans in
November 1987, and I published issue No.1 exactly a year later. Ten issues in four years
(and five more in the pipeline) certainly exceeded my targets; and my original aims have
been more than fulfilled.

I am aware that the speed of publication has often resulted in a journal with a somewhat
rough and ready quality at times. I do apologise, but it was never my intention to produce
an academic glossy. A budget priced user-friendly journal devoted to diptera, with a rapid
turnover of papers was, and still is what many people demand.

Having said that, the new division of labour will lead to higher standards of publication,
editing and production, whilst continuing to welcome novice authors who might be a little
hesitant about publishing their work. Go for it with Dipterists Digest!

I am particularly pleased to have had the opportunity to publish new identification keys to
British and European flies - test keys, provisional keys and keys that will last some years.
I will urge authors and editors to continue this important aspect of Dipterists Digest.
Hands up.those who frequently take their copies off the shelf to key out specimens!

At this point I would like to thank you for all your letters of support. When the problems
of running a journal single-handed seemed insurmountable, it was your good wishes which
kept me going.

Now that my editorial work is done, I am excited about the next phase in the development
of Dipterists Digest. I hope that you will continue to support the new editors. In the
meantime I shall concentrate on production, sponsorship and marketing with new
enthusiasm.

Derek Whiteley May 1992

Publishers Note

We hope the re-use of the colour cover does not cause too much confusion. Colour printing
is expensive and we have to make the most of sponsorship. We do not intend to use the
same cover more than twice in future issues.

Derek Whiteley, 17 Rustlings Road, Sheffield, S11 7AA
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