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1996- 1999

Introduction
The Alaska Plant Materials Center (AKPMC) has been very active in the field

of germplasm acquisition. In 1998, the U. S. Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Research Service established the Arctic Plant Germplasm
Repository at the AKPMC. This was a long awaited event that came to
fruition in part due to the support of the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Air Force.
The Navy support for germplasm (seed) collection in Alaska certainly aided in

achieving this goal by giving the AKPMC the needed experience and

exposure.

The information being reported in this report was the second
seed/germplasm collection effort funded by the U.S. Navy. The first effort
was in 1993 and 1994. That project was intended to collect seed for
commercialization and targeted species with a high degree of important
commercial traits; i.e., seed presentation and seed volume. This collection
resulted in commercial production of Aleutian plant material.

The second germplasm acquisition started in 1996. Collections occurred in
1996, 1997 and 1999. An effort planned in 1998 was cancelled due to
scheduling conflicts and logistic problems. Collecting projects occurred on
Adak Island and At tu Island. The intent of this effort was purely germplasm
acquisition and preservation. There was no mandate to commercialize the
collections. The collections were, however, to be made available for
research.

Methods
The 1996 and 1997 collection programs relied on the efforts of single person
collection trips. In 1999, two teams of two collectors were sent to At tu in

order to make the most of the effort.

All individual collections of seed/germplasm are identified by genus and
species as well as the common names. The exact latitude, longitude and
elevation for each were noted. After the seed arrived at Palmer, it was
cleaned and tested for germination.

The AKPMC's affiliation with USDA as germplasm repository allows us to
enter all collection data on the national Germplasm Resource Information
Network (GRIN). This process is being initiated and is expected to be
finished by June 2000. This report will provide names of the species
collected, total numbers for each species and location by island. All the
other data will be available on GRIN.
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