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Zebra Mussels

COMPARATIVE SHELL FEATURES

Dreissena polymorpha

Paslenor
nafrachor

Postoripr TSl

Internal Microscopic Features of Shell

Posterior Retractor Muscle:

+ does not extend 10 anterior shell margin.
Pallial Lina:

* rounded at posterior portion, no sinus,
Myophore Plate (Septum):

* broad, scars of both anterior muscles present
on septum; no apophysts prasent.

more flattenad at anterior margin

and ventrally. -\

S il

typically have herringbone patterns, may be
radially striped or show diffuse siriping.

Dreissena polymorpha

External Shell Characteristics

Mytilopsis leucophaeata

Pastano: Possanes

atductor PRI
musgle  TMEER

Mo anleror
refractar

* extends to anterior shell margin.

* may be invaginated forming a sinus.

+ namowed, only antarior adductor scar
present on septum; anterior retracior
attached to inward-facing apophysis.

+ maore rounded and broad laterally.

)

—
+ often have herringbone

pattern; genarally darker
coloration.

Wustrations by Mo Frach
Aclagied rom Momon [ T865)
avsd Mavei and' Gray [ 1983)

Dreissena bugensis
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FIGURE 2. SHELL MORPHOLOGY OF A TyPICAL FRESHWATER MUSSEL

Medeau =t al. 2000
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These are all eastern elliptios. Notice the variability in shape and color!

Nedeau et al. 2000



Single-looped bars. (line
traced for emphasis)

MNedeau =t al. 2000
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