
What Is Your College 
Planning Strategy?



What is CFNC?

College Foundation of North Carolina 
(CFNC) is a free service of the State of 
North Carolina to promote access to NC 
higher education by assisting students in 
planning, applying, and paying for 
college.

CFNC Collaborators



Check Out Our CFNC.org Website



CFNC En Español

NEW! Spanish Translation!
CFNC.org/Adelante (includes scholarships)



Meet Our Spanish Services Reps

New Email Address for Juana:

Juana.Hernandez-Lira@cfi.org



CLICK TO EDIT SUBTITLE

Click to edit Master title style
CFNC Spanish Services

Assisting Immigrant 
Students and Children of 
Immigrants



Create A CFNC Account

It is helpful if you have a CFNC 
Account in high school.

• What if your scholar forgets their 
username and/or password?

• If your scholar missed creating a 
account in school make 
time to do it at home. Creating a 
CFNC Account  takes only a few
minutes.



Plan for the Future



Plan for a Career



• In 30 minutes or less                                                     
you can learn about                                                     
yourself

• Your interests
• What type of                                                                                

career is for you
• How do your skills                                                                     

match up with                                                                               
specific types of                                                                            
careers

• Match your values                                                                      
with potential careers

• For MS, HS & Adults!

Learn About Yourself



Know Before You Go!
Do you know if the career 
that your scholar is 
interested in is growing 
and has good salary 
potential?

It is important that your
scholar does their 
homework before deciding 
on a career.

• Look at careers with 
the highest projected 
growth rate.

• Checkout careers with 
the highest projected 
number of openings.



Student Enrichment Programs



Plan for College 



College Search



Applying to College



College Test Preparation Resources



Paying for College



My Dashboard
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How Do You Plan To Pay For 
College?



Step One: Know Before You Go!

Estimated Cost of Attendance 
(COA)

Direct Costs:
•Tuition
•Required Fees
•Room
•Meals (Board)

Indirect Costs:
•Books & Supplies
•Transportation
•Personal & Miscellaneous
•Loan Fees



Step Two: Determine Your Financial Situation

• What can you and your family afford to pay?

• What type of college do you  want to attend 
(2 Yr. Public, 4 Yr. Public, 4 Yr. Private)? 
Cost will vary based on the institution. 

• Do you have a college savings plan (529, etc)?



Planning Financially for College 
May Include Saving 

Is a college savings account
part of your strategy?



Definition: Financial aid is money that pays for college 
or vocational school. 

Types of Aid:
Gifts

Scholarships
Grants

Self-Help
Loans
Employment
Family Savings

Merit-Based Aid – Academic, Music, Athletic Scholarship

Need-Based Aid – Pell Grant and Federal Stafford Loan

Step Three:  Know the types of financial aid 



Step Four:  Know the application process

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
- Studentaid.gov

• Signature FSA ID (fsaid.ed.gov)



CFNC Scholarship Search

Now you can 
search for 
scholarships 
based on different 
criteria including 
eligible counties. 



Aubrey Lee Brooks



NC Forgivable Education Loan for Service (FELS)

NC needs more individuals working in
critical needs areas such as:

• Nursing
• Teaching 
• Allied Health
• Medicine

To learn more visit CFNC.org/FELS



Have you heard about
our Scholarship Night?
If not, there is still time to 
register. 

Visit CFNC.org/events



What are sources of financial aid?

Five primary resources for FREE funding!

• Federal/State Governments

• College/University  

• Local & Private Organizations

• State based Scholarships

• National Scholarships



CFI’s NC Assist Loans

• New alternative loan (for students and parents) available to NC residents and 
out-of-state students attending NC schools

• No application or origination fees
• 0.25% interest rate reduction if payments are made by auto-draft
• Borrow as little as $1,000 or as much as you need to bridge the gap between 

other aid offered and school’s cost of attendance
• Be a US Citizen or eligible non-citizen
• Benefitting student must be enrolled (degree program) at least half-time in an 

eligible school and maintain SAP
• Meet credit score requirements, or have a credit-worthy co-signer (spouse or 

relative of the student borrower)

To learn more visit NCAssist.org



Step Five: What can I do now?

• Research scholarships 
• Save up! Never too late to start saving… NC 529, savings 

account, etc.)
• College Navigator 
• CFNC.org
• Net price calculator
• FAFSA4Caster
• Attend meetings through your high school



Helpful websites

• NC Reach (foster youth) NCReach.org 
• Golden LEAF Scholarship  CFNC.org/goldenleaf
• Other NC programs described in Student Financial Aid for North 

Carolinians available at CFNC.org/scholarships
• North Carolina Forgivable Education Loan for Service CFNC.org/FELS
• FinAid on the Web: finaid.org
• College Board: collegeboard.org or bigfuture.org
• FastWeb: fastweb.com
• Peterson's: petersons.com/scholarship-search
• College Greenlight: collegegreenlight.com
• Residency Determination: ncresidency.org



Sign-up For Our Newsletter



Upcoming Events:  Register at CFNC.org/events



Upcoming Events:  Register at CFNC.org/events



Connect With Us!

CFNC.org
866.866-CFNC (866.866.2362)

Follow me on Facebook and
Instagram: Takeila at CFNC

JuanEs at CFNC
Juana at CFNC


