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Sidr / Christ’s Thorn Jujube

Spiky branches

Oval leaves 

Round 
orange/yellow 

fruit 

Ziziphus spina-christi Mountains & Wadis 
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Ghaf / Khejri

Round shape with 
droopy branches 

Grey-green leaves

Prosopis cineraria Desert 
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Mesquite

Wide shape

Pairs of 
leaflets 

This is an 
introduced 

species from 
South America 
that competes 

with the Ghaf tree

Prosopis juliflora Scrubland Urban 
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Umbrella Thorn 
Scrubland Mountains & Wadis 

Usually 4-6m tall6-20 pairs of leaflets
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Vachellia tortilis

Spiraled seed pod 
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Wild drumstick tree

Smooth grey 
barkWhite and pink 

flowers 

Leaves rare as 
fall off very 

quickly

Moringa peregrina Mountains & Wadis 

Drumstick shaped 
seed pod
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Grey mangove

At the edge of 
the sea

Roots that stick up 
out of the mud

Avicennia marina By the sea 
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Salt Cedar

Leaves are tiny 
triangles joined 

together

Pink flowers 
have 5 petals

Tamarix nilotica Scrubland Urban 
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Toothbrush Tree

Smooth-edged 
leaves 

Straight branches 

Twigs chewed for 
cleaning teeth

Salvadora persica Urban 
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Giant Milkweed / Sodom’s Apple 

Sticky white slime 
when leaves 

broken

Leaves 
covered in 
white fuzz

Calotropis procera Scrubland Desert 

Poisonous
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Oleander

Sticky white slime 
when leaves 

broken

Long fruit & 
seeds 

attached to 
brown 

feathery hairs 

Nerium oleander Urban Mountains & Wadis 

Poisonous
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Ploughman’s Spikenard 

Fleshy leaves, 
serrated edge

Flowers in 
bunches

Pluchea dioscoridis Scrubland Urban 
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Khafij

4 petals

Physorhynchus chamaerapistrum Mountains & Wadis 

Cabbage-like 
leaves, often 

eaten by goats
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Broom Bush

Upright stems

Flowers in clusters at 
joins in the stem 

Leptadenia pyrotechnica Desert 
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Giant Reed

Stem can be 
up to 6cm 

wide

Bigger than 
common reed 

Mountains & Wadis Arundo donax
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Common Reed 

Hollow
stem

hairs on 
flower stem

Scrubland Urban Phragmites australis
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Drop Seed Grass / Spike Grass

Flowers in 
thin spike

Scrubland Urban Sporobolus spicatus
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Cyperus Sedge Grass

Angular grooved 
stems 

Flowers at the 
end of the stalk 

in a head 

Scrubland Urban Cyperus conglomeratus
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Isbaq

No 
leaves 

Milky sap when 
broken 

Euphorbia larica Mountains & Wadis 
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Jesh

no petals

Flowers on 
spikes

Ochradenus arabicus Mountains & Wadis 
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Rabbit Foot Aeluropus

Pointed, folded 
leaves in two rows

Forms a mat 

Flowers only on 
one side of stem

Aeluropus lagopoides Scrubland Urban 
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Turnsole

Dark green leaves, edges 
of leaves turned down 

Heliotropium kotschyi Scrubland Urban 
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Bean Caper

Leaf pair, 
microphone 

shaped

Zygophyllum qatarense Scrubland By the sea 
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Glasswort

Cylindrical 
stems, like a 
stack of cups 

Haloxylon salicornicum Scrubland By the sea 
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Sea-Blite

Alternating, thick 
flat leaves

Suaeda vermiculata By the sea 
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Egyptian Sea-Blite

Leaves curved 
upwards 

Flowers between 
leaves  

Suaeda aegyptiaca Scrubland By the sea 
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Foetid Saltwort

Stem sometimes 
red 

Very small round 
leaves in dense 

clusters 

Salsola imbricata Scrubland By the sea 
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Velcro Plant

Red stems

Hairy leaves 
stick to your 

clothes 

Forsskaolea tenacissima Mountains & Wadis 
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Tannoom

Hairy pointed 
leaves with a 
wavy edge

Scaly fruit with 
three lobes

Mountains & Wadis Chrozophora oblongifolia
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Ghalqah

Heart shaped 
leaves

Branches twisted 
around each 

other

Pergularia tomentosa Mountains & Wadis 
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Creeping Thorn Rose / Sadan

Flat disc studded 
with spikes

Low to the 
ground

Neurada procumbens Scrubland Urban 



Emirates Nature-WWF Notice Nature UAE guide 

Desert Squash / Colocynth

Low to the 
ground

Rough 
textured 
leaves 

Citrullus colocynthis Scrubland Desert 
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Lavender 

Top two lobes of the flowers 
stick up like ears   

Lavender blue flowers, 
unfortunately without scent 

Lavandula subnuda Mountains & Wadis 
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Asphodel Lily / Annual Asphodel

White flowers with 
maroon stripes in 

the center  

Long thin leaves 
that come from the 

base 

Asphodelus tenuifolius Mountains & Wadis 
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Bindweed

Stiff branches with 
spiny tips

5 petals

Convolvulus virgatus Mountains & Wadis 
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Launaea procumbens

Square ended 
petals 

Spikes on edges 
of leaves

Scrubland 
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Nafal

Slightly curved 
seed pods 

Purple-red 
flowers 

Tephrosia apollinea Mountains & Wadis 
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Bladder-dock

Fruit with bright 
red papery 

wings 

Triangular 
leaves 

Mountains & Wadis Rumex vesicarius



Emirates Nature-WWF Notice Nature UAE guide 

Scarlet Pimpernel

Blue flowers 
with yellow 

stamen 
Leaves far 

apart

Mountains & Wadis Lysimachia arvensis
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Western Sea-Purslane

Round-ended 
leaves 

Small “worty” 
bumps on the 

leaves. 
(A similar species used a 
lot for landscaping, the 
common sea-purslane 

has smooth pointy 
leaves) 

Scrubland Urban Sesuvium verrucosum
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Red Thumb

One thumb-shaped 
red stem up to 20cm

Scrubland Urban Cynomorium coccineum
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Desert Hyacinth

Trumpet shaped flowers. 
Can be purplish

Scrubland By the sea Cistanche tubulosa


