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Common Name: Bulb mites 
 
Scientific Name: Rhizoglyphus spp. 
 
Order and Family: Acari, Acaridae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Adult Egg Larva/Nymph Pupae (if 
applicable) 

Length (mm) 0.5 - 1 mm < 0.2 mm 0.15 - 0.2mm  

Appearance Shiny, yellowish-
white mites with 
reddish-brown 
mouth parts. 
 

Oval, white White, oval, only 
have 3 pairs of 
legs.  

 

 
 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Piercing-sucking 
 
Host plant/s: Bulb mites feed on a variety of flowering plants including crocus, tuberose, lily, hyacinth, 
tulip, dahlia tubers, orchid, gladiolus, freesia, Dutch iris and narcissus. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Adult mites feed on rotting bulbs and decaying plant 
material. They also burrow into healthy bulbs, carrying bacteria and fungi, including Rhizoctonia, 
Pythium, and Fusarium that cause rot. Symptoms of infestations include stunting or off-color to failure 
of bulbs to produce new growth. May also feed in the stems of lilies, causing the stems to become 
brittle. This pest is most damaging when plant growth is slowed by cool, wet weather. They generally 
occur in clusters and can infest bulbs in storage or in the field.  
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