Beneficial Species Profile
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Common Name: Snakefly

Scientific Name: Agulla spp.

Order and Family: Neuroptera: Raphidiidae

Size and Appearance: Fly like in appearance with an elongated neck. Legs arise at the back of the

prothorax. Narrow, veiny wings are held roof-like over the body. Females are typically larger than males
with a long, thread-like ovipositor.

Length (mm) Appearance

Egg Long and cylindrical with a
small appendage on one end;
laid in clusters typically on bark

Larva/Nymph Black and larval beetle-like;
mottled red or grey in color
12-25mm

Adult Fly like in appearance with an
12-25mm elongated neck. Legs arise at
the back of the prothorax.
Narrow wings are held roof-like
over the body. Females are
typically larger than males with
a long, thread-like ovipositor.

Pupa (if applicable) Not enclosed inside a cocoon



http://www.insectimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5529151#collapseseven

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Larvae and adults both have chewing mouthparts.
Host/s: Sagebrush and denser, high elevation forests.

Description of Benefits (predator, parasitoid, pollinator, etc.): Predatory in both larval and adult life
stages, although primarily in the larval stage, on smaller insects such as scales or aphids.
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