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24 November 2022 

     

Senior Assessment Officer

Environment Assessments Queensland and  

Sea Dumping Branch 

Queensland North Assessment Section 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

John Gorton Building 

King Edward Terrace 

Parkes ACT 2600 

 

cc:  

Dear  

Re:  22-008 – Variation to Callide Wind Farm (2021/9057) referral 

This letter presents a request to vary the proposed action to construct the Callide Wind Farm (the 

Project) as it relates to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act) referral.  

On 25 October 2021, the delegate of the Minister for the Environment (then the Department of 

Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE)), determined that the proposed Callide Wind 

Farm was a controlled action due to the potential for significant impact to: 

• listed threatened species and communities, and

• listed migratory species.

The project is to be assessed by preliminary documentation under Part 9 of the EPBC Act. 

Subsequent to the controlled action decision, DP Green Energy (DPGE) has amended the 

Development Footprint for the proposed action. Accordingly, DPGE submits this variation request 

under section 156A of the EPBC Act. Details of the variation to the proposed action are provided 

below in order to satisfy Parts 5.07 and 5.08 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Regulations 2000. 

This variation request specifically addresses the following: 

a) details of the proposed variation to the action

b) the reasons for the proposed variation
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c) how the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental 

significance compare with those of the original proposal 

d) if applicable, the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental 

significance not considered in the referral or assessment of the original proposal 

e) if applicable, alternatives, mitigation measures and offsets to compensate for additional 

impacts on matters of national environmental significance. 

Details of the proposed variation to the action 

The project description within the original referral describes: 

“DP Green Energy Pty Ltd (100% owned by the DP Energy Group of companies) propose to 

develop a wind farm (the Project) in the Calliope Range, approximately 75 km west-south-west of 

Gladstone in Central Queensland and within the Banana Shire local government area.  The Project 

would comprise of the installation of around 70 wind turbines with a capacity of approximately 

420MW of electricity supplied to the national electricity grid.”  

While the project is substantially the same as that included in the initial proposal, the following 

changes have occurred: 

1. The project design has been further developed and refined, increasing the 

megawatts (MW) of supplied electricity from approximately 420MW to a maximum installed 

capacity of 462MW (noting that the number of turbines proposed has not increased, only 

the electrical output of each turbine) and strategically locating the site office, site substation 

and switching station, underground cabling, overhead connections, track network, turbines 

and temporary construction compound in response to additional ecological information. 

2. A Project Area has been introduced into the Project design. The Project Area is a 

micrositing corridor surrounding the Development Footprint within which all development 

(and impacts) will occur, and within which the Development Footprint can be moved during 

detailed design, to allow for micrositing. 

3. Further ecological surveys have occurred during 2022, which will be reported on within the 

Preliminary Documentation. Findings have informed Project design.  

These changes have resulted in an increase to the Development Footprint from 895.5ha to 

1,023.19ha, an increase of 127.69ha. This is the maximum area of impact and the reason for this 

application to vary the action.  

Table 1 provides a summary of design changes between the referred design and the current, 

detailed design. Refer to Attachments A and B for a comparison of the project design from the 

original referral with the current, variation design. 

Vegetation clearing is necessary to enable this development to occur safely, however it has been 

rationalised in a way that considers topographical, geotechnical and environmental constraints. 

The Project site contains habitat for various threatened species, which has been considered 

through an ecological assessment process. Clearing cannot entirely avoid habitat, however ground 

truthing surveys have informed the design of the current Development Footprint to minimise 

impacts to the greatest extent possible, whilst also providing for wind farm viability. Further detail 

on the reason for the increase in the Development Footprint is included below.  
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The reasons for the proposed variation 

Since the EPBC referral was lodged in 2021, the Project has undergone further detailed ecological 

surveys of the Development Footprint and design development. The Project design now has a 

greater level of detail and has been refined following technical specialist impact assessments and 

technical design optimisation. Where possible, proposed infrastructure has been moved to avoid 

environmental values identified in environmental assessments.  

The Development Footprint is based on the EPBC referral impact area, increased in size where 

necessary, to provide construction flexibility and amended to nest within the Project Area. The 

increased area provides for inclusion of adequate buffers into the Project design to accommodate 

geotechnical constraints including batters and slopes to ensure adequate access is provided in 

difficult terrain for the delivery and construction of turbine infrastructure. We are requesting the 

variation to reflect an increased Development Footprint from 895.5ha to 1,023.19ha.  

The Development Footprint is a rationalised area, based on civil modelling, within which Project 

infrastructure (and direct impacts) will be located. The Project Area is a corridor surrounding the 

Development Footprint, within which all development (and impacts) will occur, and which provides 

for the reasonable movement of the Development Footprint (or parts of the Development Footprint) 

within a defined area to enable avoidance, minimisation or other mitigation of impacts.  

How the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national environmental 

significance compare with those of the original proposal 

The original referral was lodged for a likely significant impact to Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus). 

Following assessment of the Project referral, the delegate for the Minister for the Environment 

determined that the Project is likely to have a significant impact on the following listed species: 

• Cycas megacarpa 

• Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) 

• Greater Glider (Petauroides volans) 

• Squatter Pigeon (Southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta) 

• White-throated Needletail (Hirundapus caudacutus). 

Additionally, the Department considers that there is potential for the proposed action to have a 

significant impact on: 

• Cossinia (Cossinia australiana) 

• Northern Quoll (Dasyurus hallucatus) 

• Collared Delma (Delma torquata) 

• Quassia (Samadera bidwillii) 

• Bertya opponens 

• Polianthion minutiflorum. 

The Department considers the proposed action has the potential to have a significant impact on  

the following listed threatened and migratory bird and bat species as a result of individual mortality 

from turbine collision and barotrauma, and potential changes to species utilisation of the project 

site: 

• Semon’s Leaf-nosed Bat (Hipposideros semoni)  

• Red Goshawk (Erythrotriorchis radiatus)  
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If applicable, the impacts of the proposed variation on matters of national 

environmental significance not considered in the referral or assessment of the 

original proposal 

DCCEEW’s request for information required for assessment by preliminary documentation for 

Callide Wind Farm includes likely or potential impacts on listed species that were not considered to 

have significant impacts in the original proposal (see above). These species are being assessed by 

preliminary documentation.  

Following the referral of the proposed action, Northern Quoll has been recorded in one instance 

within the Project Area. Mapping of this species habitat and assessment of the potential impacts is 

currently being undertaken and will be presented in the preliminary documentation. 

The ecology of the Project Area is well understood with a detailed survey undertaken in this area in 

2022.  New areas within the Development Footprint do not contain new MNES which are not found 

in the previous, referred Development Footprint.  

If applicable, alternatives, mitigation measures and offsets to compensate for 

additional impacts on matters of national environmental significance 

The proposed development footprint will have a relative increase (as a percentage of the total 

footprint area) in impact to Cycas megacarpa and Brigalow. All other species have relative 

reductions in the area of impact in relation to the overall area of the Development Footprint. 

The proposed Development Footprint would also increase actual impacts to habitat (increase in the 

habitat area to be cleared) for the following MNES: 

• Koala  

• Collared Delma 

• Cycas megacarpa 

• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant) TEC 

The Development Footprint will be microsited within the Project Area where possible to avoid 

impacts to MNES habitat. 

Mitigation measures will minimise impacts on MNES habitat. Mitigation measures will be detailed in 

preliminary documentation, and include: 

• Minimise clearing in Cycas megacarpa habitat where possible, particularly in areas of high 

density. If C. megacarpa are unable to be avoided, translocation methods and post-

translocation monitoring of C. megacarpa will be outlined in a detailed Cycad Translocation 

Plan 

• Avoid Greater Glider den trees (if any, and where possible). Where impacts to den trees 

cannot be avoided, nest boxes (preferentially translocated natural hollows) will be installed 

prior to clearing, in an area of adjacent habitat which will be retained. 

• The Project will maintain a maximum clearing width for linear infrastructure of 30m, which is 

within achievable glide distance for Greater Gliders wherever possible. In instances where 

the clearing width exceeds 30m for an interval greater than 100m, crossing infrastructure 

(glider poles and/or rope bridges) will be installed at a suitable location within a home range 

(4 ha area). Crossing infrastructure would be spaced at a minimum distance of 225m apart 

to ensure there is one crossing structure in every 4ha home range where clearing widths 

exceed 30m. Crossing infrastructure would be situated in an area where suitable vegetation 
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exceeds 20m in height.  Detailed project design will assess the most appropriate locations 

to install crossing infrastructure, including proximity to suitable glide trees. 

• The area of Brigalow TEC, which occurs within the area containing Overhead Transmission 

line, will be avoided.  

Offsets will be provided for significant impacts to MNES under the EPBC Environmental Offsets 

Policy in order to compensate for the loss of likely habitat. The offset site(s) will, at a minimum, 

match the quality of the habitat impacted by the proposed variation, and be managed and 

resourced over a defined period of time so that its habitat quality is maintained and is improved to 

meet the habitat quality requirements for the offset site.    

Summary 

The proposed variation is for an increase to the Development Footprint from 895.5ha to 

1023.19ha. There is no proposed change to the project description, no increase in the number of 

wind turbines, a reduction in tracks from 168km to 124km and a reduction in overhead cabling from 

52km to 25km.  

The reason for this increase is to allow for micrositing and to respond to site conditions, including 

the presence of ecological values such as C. megacarpa and hollow-bearing trees which may 

provide denning habitat for Greater Glider. The Development Footprint will be microsited within the 

Project Area where possible to avoid impacts to MNES habitat. If you have any questions, please 

contact me,  on the below, or alternatively  (General Manager 

Biodiversity) on . We would be pleased to discuss any aspect of the variation with 

you further. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Senior Ecologist 

 








