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Abstract A new record of sea snail off Thoothukudi coast of Gulf of Mannar, southeast coast of India and reported. Cochlespira
travancoria travancoria (E. A. Smith, 1896) (Family: Turridae) were newly recorded from Thoothukudi coast of Gulf of Mannar,
Southeast coast of India. Only one specimen were reported in depth of 310 mts as an incidental by-catch in the fisheries. They are
found in tropical waters from about 08° 53.6°’N 78° and 08° 53.8°’N 78° 32°E/310 mts from Thoothukudi fishing harbour, southeast

coast of India.
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1 Introduction

Turridae Swainson, 1840 is one of the most significant
families of marine gastropods in number of species,
with over 670 genera (Bouchet, 1990). According to
the traditional classification of gastropods, Turridae
constitutes the superfamily Conoidea Rafinesque,
1815, together with the families Conidae and Terebridae.
The family Turridae was first divided into three
subfamilies (Turritinae, Clavatulinae and Defranciinae) by
H. and A. Adams (1858). Since then this subdi-vision has
been revised and discussed repeatedly, and many other
subfamilies have been proposed. Rosen-berg (2005)
mentioned 12 subfamilies within Turridae, Powell
(1966) recognized only 9, and Bouchet and Warén
(1980) disregarded this separation altogether.
Although the classification of the Turridae at the sub-
family level is still very much debated and some of
the taxa may be artificial, we agree with Kilburn (1983)
that “in a family as large and complex as Turridae,
virtually any practical subdivision is better than none”.

Taxonomical studies on the sea snails of India are
dealt with by Alcock and Anderson (1898), Powell,
(1969) and Schepman, (1913). While examining the

by-catches landed by larger trawlers, which operated
in deeper waters off Thoothukudi, one species of sea
snail were noticed. On closer examination, they were
identified as Cochlespira travancoria travancoria (E.
A. Smith, 1896) were new to Thoothukudi coast of
Gulf of Mannar. The present specimen Cochlespira
travancoria travancoria is recorded from Gulf of
Mannar for the first time, though it has been reported
earlier from southwest coast of India by Powell (1969).

Superfamily: Cochlespirinae Powell, 1942

Family: Cochlespiridae (Powell, 1942)

Genus: Cochlespira Conrad, 1865

Species: Cochlespira travancorica travanoria (E. A.
Smith, 1896)

Type species: Pleurotoma cristata Conrad, 1847
(monotypy)

Cochlespira travancorica (E. A. Smith, 1896) Fig. 25
Pleurotoma (Ancistrosyrinx) travancorica E. A. Smith,
1896, p.368; 1906, p. 163;

Alcock & Anderson, 1898, pi. 7, figs 1,1a.

Pleurotoma (Ancistrosyrinx) travancorica var. granulate E.
A. Smith, 1904, p. 459.


../../AppData/Roaming/Foxmail7/Downloads/frs69@rediffmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.5376/ijms.2015.05.0044
http://www.bagniliggia.it/WMSD/HtmFamily/COCHLESPIRIDAEL.htm

A

BioPublisher® http://ijms.biopublisher.ca

International Journal of Marine Science 2015, Vol.5, No.44: 1-3

Ancistrosyrinx travancorica var. granulata (E. A.
Smith, 1904) - Schepman, 1913, p. 420.
Cochlespira travancorica travancorica (E. A. Smith)

& C. travancorica travancorica forma granulata (E. A.

Smith) - Powell, 1969, p. 396-397, pi. 307.

1 Material: 1 shell measuring 3.9 cm total length
(Figure 1).

2 Locality: 08° 53.6°N 78° 16’E and 08° 53.8’N 78°
32°E off Thoothukudi coast of Gulf of Mannar,
Southeast coast of India; depth at trawling 310 m.

3 Colour: Dull White under a thin greyish periostracum.

Figure 1 Cochlespira travancoria travancoria

4 Description

The shell is small, light-brown, with glossy surface,
rather solid, fusiform, consisting of 6.5 preserved
whorls. The whorls are angled below the periphery
and concave upper and below the angulation; the
position of the angulation on the spire whorls shifts
upward towards the body whorl. The sutures are
straight and very shallowly impressed. The sculpture
consists only of a strong median keel with rounded,
pointed tubercles (16 on the body and penultimate
whorls) and a low ridge on the upper part of the shell
base. The ridge is hard to trace above the suture on
last spire whorls. The growth lines are very thin. The
shell base is angled in its upper part, where the ridge
is situated, and slightly and evenly concave below the
angulation; it smoothly passes into the canal. The
aperture is narrow, with the inner lip weakly and
evenly curved.

5 Distribution

This species has been recorded earlier from off
Travancore sea, South-West of India, 460 fathoms
(Powell, 1969). The present record from Thoothukudi
coast in Gulf of Mannar extends its distribution to the
southeast coast of India. This characteristic species
has a wide distribution in the Indo-West Pacific region
extending from the southeast coast of India to East
Africa, Indonesia, and Zanzibar region.

6 Remarks

The description given by described by Powell (1969)
as Cochlespira travancorica travancorica forma granulate,
agree with the present specimen. C. t. travancoria
which are distinguished by shell narrowly fusiform, of
moderate size 1 5/8 inches in height, with a tall
pagodaform spire and long straight anterior whorl
height, are sharply angulated and coronated by a thin
lamella which is produced into somewhat irregular
upward concave but from the carina to the lower
suture the outlines are straight but inclined inward
below. The body-whorl tapers gradually to a long
straight anterior canal. The shell surface is smooth
except for weak spiral cords over the lower base and
rostrum. The sinus is broad and rather deep, extending
from the suture almost to the peripheral carina. (Figure
1). The present specimen of Cochlespira travancoria
travancoria (E. A. Smith, 1896) were recorded from
the Thoothukudi coast of Gulf of Mannar, Southeast
coast of India.
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