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fPIDfNDRUM GALf OCHILUM Hágsater et Dress ler, sp. nov. 

Type: PANAMA: Coclé: El Copé, April1 978, Dressler s.n. Color slides, AMO! Holotype: Illustration 
prepared from slides, AMO! Xerox: AMES! CO L! CR! JAUM ! K! M O! PMA! SEL! 

Epidendro circinato Ames simile sed labe llo va lde concavo fi stuli fo rmi ve l ga leifo rmi recedit. 

Hierba cespitosa, simpodial, de más de 26 cm de alto. Raíces no vistas. Tallos sencillos, prod uciendose en la base del ta llo ante rior, tipo 
caña, latera lmente aplanados, rectos, gradualmente más anchos hacia el ápice, 15 x 1.2-2. 1 cm. Hojas 3, distri buidas en la zona apical 
de los ta ll os, a lternas, dísticas, falcadas; vaina tubular, fin amente estriada, 15-4 2 x 12-21 mm ; lamina angostamente e líptica, apice 
bilobado, cori ácea, li sa, margen entero, 8.5-11 .8 x 4.0-4 .6 cm. Brácteas espatáceas ausentes. Inflorescencia apical, racemosa, erecta, 
compacta, florece una sola vez, 11 cm de largo; pedúnculo corto, oculto en su tota lidad por 2 brácteas, muy semejantes a las florales, 
anchamente obovadas, redondeadas, conduplicadas, margen entero, 3-4 cm de largo. Brácteas florales li ge ramente más. largas que el 
ovario, obovadas, subagudas, carnosas, conduplicadas, concóloras con la tonali dad de las flores, 18 mm de largo. Flores 5, sucesivas, 2 
abi ertas a la vez, no resupinadas, dísti cas y secundi floras, de color verde, concoloras, carnosas; sin datos de fragancia. Ovario terete, 
ensanchado en los 2/3 apicales, oculto casi en su tota li dad po r la bráctea fl oral, ca. 15 mm de largo. Sépalos libres, redondeados en el 
ápice, margen entero, 18 x 9 mm; el dorsal ligeramente reflexo, oblongo elíptico; los laterales entreabiertos, obovados, ob li cuos. Pétalos 
libres, extendidos, lige ramente arq ueados, oblongos, obtusos, margen entero, 17 x 6 mm. Labelo unido a la columna, entero, 
transversalmente elíptico, profundamente cóncavo, margen entero, 12.5 x 18 mm. Columna recta, gruesa, 7 mm de largo. Clinandrio 
red ucido, entero. Antera no vista . Polinios no vistos. Rostelo no visto. Lóbulos laterales del estigma no visto. Nectario no visto. Cápsula 
no vista. 

Caespitose, sympodial herb. Stems simple, produced from the base of the previous stem, cane- like, laterall y compressed, straight, 
gradually wider towards the apex. Leaves 3, distributed towards the apex of the stem, alternate, distichous, falcate; sheaths tubular, 
minute ly striated; blade narrowly e lli ptic, apex bilobed, co ri aceous, smooth, margin entire. Inflorescence apical, racemose, erect, 
compact, flowering only once; peduncle snort, tota lly hidde rJ by two bracts simifar to the floral bracts, widely obovate, rounded, 
conduplicate, margin entire. Floral bracts slightly longer than the ovary, obovate, subacute, fleshy, conduplicate, concolor with the color 
of the flowers. Flowers 5, successive, 2 open at one time, non-resupinate, distichous and secund, green, concolor, fl eshy. Ovary te rete, 
thickened throughout the apical 2/3, nea rly totally hidden by the fioral bract. Sepals free, apex rounded, margin entire; the dorsal slightly 
refiexed, oblong-elliptic; the laterals partly spread ing, obovate, oblique. Petars free, re flexed, oblong, obtuse, margin entire. Lip united 
to the column, entire, transversely e lli ptic, deeply concave, cannot be spread without tea ring, margin entire. Column straight, short, thick. 
Clinandrium hood reduced, entire. 

OTHER SPEClMENS: None seen. 

OTHER RECORDS: PANAMA: without data, Taylor 27, water color by Sarah M. Clay, 2 February 1978, K! 

DISTRIBUTION AND ECOLOGY: Known only from Panama, from around El Copé in the province of Coclé, near the continental divide, 
somewhere around 800 m altitude. Flowering from February to Ap ril , probably longer. 

RECOGNITION: Epidendrum galeochilum belongs to the Corii fo lium (Spathiger) Group, Circinatum Subgroup, which is ¿haracte rized 
by the sympod ial grovvth, few, wide leaves, simple, distichous inflorescence with large, conduplicate bracts, large fleshy, non-resupi nate, 
secund flowers, wlth the li p usuall y inflexed in fro nt of the column. The species is recognized by the deeply concave lip, which looks li ke 
a helmet or pipe and cannot be flattenned without tearing. Epidendrum circinatum (syn. Epidendrum concavi/abium C. Schweinf. ) has an 
obcuneate lip, broader towards the apex than at the base, and inflexed at a 90 degree angle with the axis of the colu mn but otherwise 
fiat. Epidendrum vexillium Hágsater has a nearly fiat, subrectangular, cordate lip whicn extenas like a flag on the same ax is as the column. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: DO. Data defi cient. No specimen has been found . 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Greek yUACOC;- helmet, and xcd.oc;- lip, in reference to the dee ply concave, helmet-shaped li p. 
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