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SUMMARY

In April and May 2007, Oxford Archaeology (OA) undertook a targeted
field evaluation on behalf of CgMs Consulting on arable land at
Dallington Grange, Northamptonshire (NGR SP 725 635). Sixteen
evaluation trenches were excavated targeted on known or suspected
features and settlements. At the western side of the site the cropmarks of
Stes 9 and 13 were demonstrated as being geological in origin. The linear
cropmarks investigated by Trench 36 (Site 6) are also likely to be of
natural origin. Stes 2 and 3 were confirmed as being of middle Iron Age
and Roman date as established by previous evaluation although further
clarification of the character of these settlements was not possible within
the scope of this evaluation. Likewise, assessment of the causewayed
enclosure was beyond the scope of this investigation although a curving
ditch excavated within Trench 37 appears to respect the southern
boundary of this monument. With the exception of Trench 35, significant
plough truncation does not appear to have occurred within the excavated
trenches.

INTRODUCTION

Location and scope of work

Between 16th April and 3rd May 2007, Oxford Archiagy (OA) undertook a
targeted field evaluation on behalf of CgMs Corieglton farmland bordering the
north-western side of Northampton centring on NGR &5 635 (Fig. 1). This
represents the latest phase of archaeological &vatuwithin the site boundary
following previous planning applications for thertimwest bypass (application in
1995), residential development (December 1998)aacarrent application.

The archaeological work was undertaken in accomlamith a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) produced by CgMs Consulting 2P and follows a Project
Design prepared by OA (OA 2007).

Topography and geology

The site is located on the north-western edge atHdmpton within an undulating
landscape and is divided approximately in half byaaial ridge of high ground that
traverses the area in a NW/SE direction. The higpemt within the site boundary
lies at ¢.100 m OD falling to c. 60 m OD on theleglfloor of the River Nene along
the eastern boundary of the site. To the west@fattial ridge the land falls to c. 80
m OD along the south-western boundary of the siteéd by Dallington Brook.

Geological detail is provided by the British Geatad Survey 1:50,000 series (Sheet
185: Northampton) which indicates that the sitdasiinated by Northampton Sand.
On the high ground along the top of the ridge tleeti\ampton Sand is overlain by
the sequence of the Lower and Upper Estuarine Setibninating in the localised
survival of Great Oolite Limestone in the extrenoeith-east of the site. Underlying
the Northampton Sand, Upper Lias Clay deposits @resent within the site
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134

boundaries at the lowest contours along the extsnéh-western and north-eastern
boundaries coinciding with the edges of the Riveané&l and Dallington Brook
valleys.

Archaeological and historical background

The archaeological potential of the site has beeaestigated as part of two previous
planning applications. This has resulted in twoasefe evaluations prior to the
current fieldwork. Both included fieldwalking, liteid geophysical survey and
trenched excavation (NAU 1990, OAU 1991). The liokethe proposed north-
western bypass that passes though the site habedsosubject to a two-phase desk-
based assessment (DBA) (NAU 1992 and 1993). Masintéy extensive geophysical
survey has been undertaken (ASDU 2006a and 2006tpovide a clearer founding
to the known cropmark features and evaluation testihe location of the current
and previous evaluation trenches and the geopHysoaey plot has been
summarised in Figure 2.

The general archaeological background has beernnedtlby period in a DBA

produced by CgMs Consulting (2006) summarisingvous evaluations to date.
The key points of this are repeated below with nexfee to findings of the earlier
investigations where relevant. The site numbersrred to in the text below follow
those of the CgMs Consulting DBA (2006) which da necessarily correlate to
earlier site number references from the previoaduations.

Neolithic

Fieldwalking on the study site identified a genesahtter of Neolithic and Bronze
Age worked and burnt flint (OAU 1991). Across thastern portion of the site this is
most likely to represent items eroded from uploitidtions as a result of hillwash and
do not necessarily indicate sub-surface featuréd0991). However, to the west of
site an area has been identified where the vaaety quantity of worked flint tools
coincides with evidence from cropmarks and geomayssurvey that demonstrates
the presence of a Neolithic causewayed enclosuger@2 Site 1). This comprises a
multi circuit of discontinuous ditches definingarde sub-circular central area. The
Northampton Local Plan has designated these ren@min®rchaeological Area’.
Accordingly, the Dallington Grange Planning Bri0Q0) identified these remains
for preservatiorin situ.

Around the northern and western perimeter of theseaayed enclosure, previous
evaluation trenches have been targeted upon flostters identified during
fieldwalking (OAU 1991). Trenches 1 and 15 bothnidiged the enclosure ditch
although this was only partly investigated in Trert and revealed in plan (not
excavated) in Trench 15 (ibid.). Pits containingsiaiilar fill sequence as the
excavated enclosure ditch were identified withiefiagh 25 on the western edge of
the outer ditch circuit and could even reflect scdntinuous outer circuit. Although
no finds were recovered from these the similanityili and proximity suggests that
they are of a similar date.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 2
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1.3.10

1.3.11

Features that can be unequivocally dated to thelitNeoperiod have not been
identified elsewhere on site within the scope efphevious evaluations.

Bronze Age

Evaluation trenching at the site did not identify@8ronze Age sub-surface remains,
although some of the lithics collected during fietdking may date to this period. In
October 2004 a metal detectorist discovered a Brohge hoard comprising of
bronze axe heads, parts of a broken sword and phnogether with ingots and
assorted other materials. Northamptonshire Arcluggolindertook an archaeological
field survey in the area of the discovery (NAU 200K was established that the
hoard was found within the north-western part & $study site, close to a smaller
circular enclosure identified from air photo surweighin the Neolithic causewayed
enclosure. The enclosure is approximately 50m ameiter and has been interpreted
as a possible late Neolithic or early Bronze Agedee monument. Indeed, it is
known that Neolithic causewayed enclosures oftetveseas a focus for ritual
activity which extended into the Bronze Age.

Aerial survey has identified a ring ditch cropmavrithin the study site (Sites 6) and
others in adjacent areas (Sites 15, 16 and 17) €CB006). The cropmarks may
represent the remains of plough damaged burial ments of Bronze Age date.

Although, it seems probable that a late NeolittidieBronze Age henge monument
and Bronze Age burial monuments occur within thelgtsite, there is little current

evidence for Bronze Age settlement remains withie site other than lithics

encountered within the topsoil and subsoil horizons

/ron Age

The Iron Age is characterised in this region byéased settlement stability and the
large-scale organisation of the landscape, devedofsithat began in the late Bronze
Age. Settlement evidence is plentiful and diveraaging from individual farmsteads

occupied by a single household, to hillforts andlesed settlements holding much
larger communities.

Aerial survey, fieldwalking and evaluation trendhiidentified the remains of a
middle/late Iron Age settlement (Site 2) occupyapproximately 15 hectares within
the southern part of the study site (NAU 1990). @wsmical survey has provided
further information regarding the nature and extdrihe settlement and possibly of
more than one phase of occupation (ASDU 2006a aaét?).

Within the remainder of the study site a secone il area of Iron Age settlement
has been identified at Site 3. Although, the resoftevaluation trenching confirmed
that Site 3 represent the remains of a Roman feadstfieldwalking identified a

concentration of Iron Age pottery suggesting thitlesment had an Iron Age origin
(OAU 1991).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 3
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Aerial survey has also identified a number of ottrapmarks which may be of late
prehistoric or Iron Age date. These include thepprarks of possible pit alignments
(Sites 7, 8, 9, 11 and 17) and two cropmarks o$ipbs enclosures (Sites 5 and 6).

Roman

During the Roman period the study site lay c.1.5rarth of the Roman road which
linked a settlement at Northampton with the Rormamnt of Bannaventa (Whilton
Lodge).

An air photographic survey identified a small crgwkncomplex within the north-
eastern part of the study site (Site 3). Fieldwajkand evaluation trenching has
confirmed this to be of Roman date with a possltb@ Age origin. The features
identified in the area of the cropmark comprisedssantial ditches and a series of
gullies suggesting stock enclosures, boundary featupossible trackways and a
stone lined well indicating a small settlement g@AU 1991).

Saxon

The character, extent and location of post Romawi$aettlement in the area is
almost completely unknown. Although, the settlemant communication pattern
that replaced the Roman one remains obscure, alemmgbandonment of fertile
agricultural land seems inconceivable.

During evaluation trenching in the vicinity of tiNeolithic causewayed enclosure, a
number of features were identified which cut thiotige prehistoric features and the
Roman plough-damaged layer (Site 4). No datingenad was recovered from the
features although early Saxon pottery was recové@a the topsoil and buried
ploughsoil during machine removal. It is therefoseggested that the majority of
these features are of early Saxon date (OAU 1991).

Medieval

In the 13th century Daventry and Northampton degwetb as important market
centres, and with this came prosperity for theaurding villages. These economic
factors, allied to social and demographic trendsplted in a further expansion of
population and the area of cultivated land. As sulte the ploughing of open field
strips was at a maximum and the acidic heathlanese veorrespondingly small
during the 13tlzentury. Decline in the 14ttentury resulted in the abandonment and
shrinkage of settlement and agricultural land dupairt to the Black Death.

The survival of insubstantial features cut throwgfRoman plough-damaged layer
indicates that there has been little or no medievdater ploughing on parts of the
site (OAU 1991).

Later cartographic sources (1725 Inclosure Mapreptoduced here) marks Duston
Heath and next to it, in Dallington, Rye Hill so®® acres in extent. Indeed, some
small areas particularly on Northampton Sand amshskone were suitable for

growing rye and flax, and arable cultivation canitferred. Geophysical survey has

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 4
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identified areas of ridge and furrow. There is na@ence to suggest the study site
was enclosed prior to the 178entury.

Post-medieval & modern

In this period cartographic and documentary evidesupplements evidence in the
Northamptonshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR).

During the medieval and post-medieval period the shcompassed parts of the
parishes of Dallington and Harlestone. Initiallye ttandscape was open, with the
Parish boundaries forming the only significantdibbundaries. However, in the 17th
century, land within the parishes of Dallington d#arlestone was enclosed and the
resulting landscape is shown on the 1662 Map aerdlff25 Inclosure Map (hot
reproduced here).

The 1662 Map of Dallington shows two buildings witthe north-eastern part of the
study site. The buildings appear to correspond Bithnge Farm (Site 18) and Lodge
Farm (Site 19) of which the later has been demetish

Study of the historical maps demonstrates that rniagority of the site was in
agricultural use during the post-medieval periaankthe late 1480’s until the 17th
century the medieval open fields appear to havevad but in the 17tbentury land
holdings were reorganised and enclosed fields weated. The majority of the post-
medieval field boundaries were removed in the 19%0'd 1960's.

2 EVALUATION AIMS

2.1 General site aims

2.1.1 The aims of the evaluation are specified in the \\&JMs 2007) and are repeated
below.

e To determine, as far as reasonably practicable, Itisation, extent, date,
character, condition, significance and quality ofy asurviving archaeological
remains.

» To establish the ecofactual and environmental piaterof archaeological
deposits and features encountered.

« To clarify the impact of medieval and post-medigp@ughing and hence assess
the degree of archaeological survival of buriedod#g.

» To clarify the presence and character of any Neoléind/or Bronze Age activity
associated with the causewayed enclosure.

e To clarify the character of the Iron Age and Roreatilement evidence.

* To clarify the character of Saxon settlement/agtion the site.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 5
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e To clarify the presence and character of any ptetiés Iron Age, Roman,
Saxon, and medieval agricultural activity.

2.2 Trench specific aims
2.2.1 Each of the trenches were specifically targetedrywn or suspected features. The
generic and overarching site aims are listed alvawést the list below summaries

the reason for each location as outlined in the Y¢§Ms 2007).

« Trenches 31, 32 and 33. Positioned to investigaterées of linear features
associated with Site 3. Previously investigateddidyJ (1991) revealing Roman
occupation.

* Trench 34. Positioned to investigate a pit alignméBite 7). Previously
identified by OAU (1991) in plan only.

« Trench 35. Positioned to investigate a pit aligninégite 8). Previously
identified by (OAU 1991) although the excavated p@mained undated.

* Trench 36. Positioned to investigate a series dated cropmarks (Site 6).

« Trench 37. Positioned to investigate linear featysetentially associated with
the southern flank of Site 1.

* Trench 38. Positioned to investigate geophysicatuies identified by ASDU
(2006) and the northern extent of Site 2.

e Trenches 39, 40 and 41. Positioned to investidgadectear geophysical features
associated with Site 2. Site 2 has previously Imdiject to targeted evaluation
by NAU (1990).

» Trench 42. Positioned to investigate an enclostopmoark at Site 12.

e Trench 43. Positioned to investigate cropmarkstat 133.

* Trench 44. Positioned to investigate cropmarkstat®

e Trench 45. Positioned to investigate a very distecropmark (Site 11) to the
south of Site 1.

* Trench 46. Positioned to investigate a rectilirealosure cropmark (Site 20).

3 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY
3.1 Scope of fieldwork
3.1.1 The evaluation comprised sixteen trenches (numbetetd 46), measuring between

20 m and 70 m and each 1.8 m wide (Fig. 2). Eaefctr was positioned to target

specific features as outlined above. Following nraelexcavation of the 16 trenches,

the results were subject to an initial review tentify the scope for a further 100 mz
of trench to be excavated to clarify any of theslisted above.
© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 6
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3.4

341

3.5

351

In the event Trenches 35, 36 and 37 were subsiigrgidarged and Trench 45 was
slightly enlarged to define the character of thetdes(s) encountered.

Fieldwork methods and recording

The trench locations were positioned by GPS acogréo the WSI produced by
CgMs Consulting (2007). These were excavated bZB dxcavator fitted with a
toothless ditching bucket to the top of the natuvalto the top of the first
archaeological horizon, whichever was encounteriest. fThe overburden was
removed under close archaeological supervisiorsaadned for any artefacts.

Where appropriate, the trenches were cleaned by &wadh the revealed features were
sampled to determine their extent and nature, toeve finds and assess their
potential for environmental sampling. All archaaptal features were planned and
their sections drawn. Drawings were made at a stfale20 or 1:50. All significant
features were photographed using colour slide adadkband white print film.
Recording procedures followed those stated in thgeEt Design (OA 2007) detailed
in the OAU Fiddwork Manual (ed. D. Wilkinson, 1992) and are consistent with t
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 20013tandard and Guidance for Field
Evaluations.

Finds and palaeo-environmental evidence

Finds were recovered by hand during the coursénefetvaluation and bagged by
context. Finds of special interest were given aguaismall find number. A metal
detector survey was undertaken by experienced tmperaf the spoil produced from
each trench and across the surface of the exposledemlogical horizon.

Two pits [4007] and [4604] were sampled for chapp&ht remains assessment.
Presentation of results

This report outlines the findings from each trenEhbch evaluation trench has been
described accompanied by relevant illustrated plearsd sections where
archaeological deposits and features were encathtén inventory of all finds and
contexts (which includes measurements not presemtédh the text) is provided in
Appendix 1. Appendix 2 summarises the trench detafl alignment, excavated
length, depth of cultivation soil overburden andghes (m OD) of natural geology
within each trench. Where relevant these details also mentioned in the
descriptions below.

Monitoring

In the absence of a County Archaeologist or otlueatorial archaeologist, this work
was monitored by CgMs Consulting on behalf of gnredlowners and developers.

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 7
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4.1.5

4.1.6

4.1.7

RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

Trench descriptions

Trenches 31, 32 and 33 (Site 3)

Trenches 31, 32 and 33 were positioned to investiga area of known cropmarks
and faint geophysical features previously inveséigaby evaluation (OAU 1991).
Sand or sandy silt natural (3103, 3203 and 3303 erecountered within in each
trench.

Despite its proximity to Trench 12 which revealbd tlensest area of archaeological
features within the 1991 evaluation (OAU 1991),ride 31 (not illustrated) did not
encounter any archaeological features or deposits.

Trenches 32 and 33 did reveal a series of ditcbesrdhted by a NE/SW alignment
consistent with the cropmark evidence. Within Ttel@ three ditches (3207, 3209
and 3213) were of broadly similar dimensions bebegween 2.00 m and 3.50 m
wide and up to 0.80 m deep (Fig. 3). These contasimilar fill sequences of

homogenous orange brown clayey silts. At the sontbad of the trench ditch 3225
was aligned NW/SE. This was also filled with orangity clay deposits, the

uppermost of which was truncated by a shallow di{8R221) aligned on the

predominate NE/SW orientation.

Two ditches (3304 and 3306) were encountered willtench 33 (Fig. 4). These
followed the character of those within Trench 3#&wgimilar alignments, dimensions
and fills all recorded. A single posthole (3308)swaut into the top of ditch 3306
after it had filled with silt.

A small assemblage of seven sherds (102 g) of yottas recovered from all of the
excavated deposits within Trenches 32 and 33 imodud single sherd recovered
from a buried cultivation soil (3302). Ditch 3208guced two sherds of middle Iron
Age representing the earliest material within tbgsation whilst ditch 3213 produced
a single sherd of Oxford colour coat of late Ronuate. The remainder of the
assemblage is consistent with a 1st- to 2nd-ce{Orylate.

A buried cultivation soil (3202 and 3302) sealed tlitches and posthole. This was
cut through by a pit or possible ditch (3206) a tiorth end of Trench 32. This was
filled with redeposited natural (3204/3205) andhaligh no finds were recovered
from these, it can be inferred that it is of ralaly recent or post medieval date. The
current ploughsoil (3201/3301) overlay the pitsfillnd buried cultivation soil.

Trench 34 (Site 7)

Trench 34 was positioned to investigate a cropnmgitk alignment previously

identified through evaluation (OAU 1991). A largdét 3406) representing this
alignment along with a shallow ditch (3404) were@mtered in the trench cut into
the natural sand (3403) (Fig. 5).

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 8
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The ditch was aligned NE/SW across the middle efttench and was infilled by a
single homogenous silty sand (3405).

At the western end of the trench a large circula(3%106), with near vertical sides,
was partially exposed. This was excavated to andefp®.50 m without encountering
the base. The pit was not excavated further duke@ombined depth of the feature
and the surrounding deep overburden levels. Thaveted fill comprised a single
orange brown sandy silt (3407).

The fills of each feature were sealed by a burieltivation soil (3402) that was
overlain by the existing ploughsoil (3401). No findere recovered from any of the
feature fills or deposits within the trench.

Trench 35 (Site 8)

Trench 35 was positioned to examine a possiblalghment previously identified
but not excavated (OAU 1991). A clayey sand nat(8a03) was encountered within
this trench reflecting its higher elevation and loeindary between the Northampton
Sand and Lower Estuarine Series. A single shallod iaregular feature 2.50 m
across that was thought to be discolouration onatian of the geology was
encountered in the centre of the trench (Fig. &telision of the trench from its
eastern end in a north-eastern direction encouhgeemilar feature (3504) filled by
a more distinct orange brown sandy silt (3505) tthe of the ‘geological variation’.
Excavation of this interpreted it as treehole doets slightly irregular shape and
uneven base. A single unidentified sherd of potteag recovered from the fill.

Contrary to the site interpretations of these festua review of their locations
strongly suggests that these do in fact representantinuation of the pit alignment
albeit as very truncated remains.

The fills of each ‘pit’ were sealed by a buried touation soil (3502) that was
overlain by the existing ploughsoil (3501).

Trench 36 (Site 6)

Trench 36 was positioned to examine a series of faiear cropmarks and a distinct
circular cropmark. Natural sand (3603) with areawariation including ironstone
and sandy limestone inclusions were investigatddnbuarchaeological features or
deposits were identified in the trench. The tremels also extended eastwards by c.
15 min an attempt to identify the circular cropknalthough this remained elusive.

The natural sand was overlain by a buried cultbragoil (3602) below the existing
ploughsoil (3601).

Trench 37

Trench 37 was positioned along the south-easteteriex side of the Neolithic
causewayed enclosure to examine cropmarks thahaxt or across the enclosure
at this point. Two ditches (3704 and 3706) weraiidied cut into the natural sand
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4.1.17

4.1.18

4.1.19

4.1.20

4.1.21

4.1.22

4.1.23

4.1.24

4.1.25

4.1.26

(3703) (Fig. 7). These correlate to the cropmarkh ditch 3706 identified after the
trench was extended to the north-east by 22.5 m.

To the south-west end of the trench a narrow ¢@R04) aligned NW/SE correlates
to a curving cropmark that appears to arch off dbter circuit of the causewayed
enclosure. The gully had a sharp ‘V'- shaped peofihd was filled by a very loose
pale brown silty sand (3705).

At the north-eastern end of the trench ditch (37@@®roader ditch aligned NW/SE
was revealed. This had stepped sides, a slightigaoe base and was filled by a
orange brown sandy silt (3707).

The fills of both features were sterile of findsdawere overlain by a buried
cultivation soil (3702), below the existing ploughig3701).

A single flint scraper was recovered from the plwagl of this trench within the
vicinity of gully 3704.

Trench 38

Trench 38 was positioned to investigate the nortbvextent of Site 2. A thin (0.12
m) sandy buried soil (3802) overlay natural sar@08} and was cut through by a pit,
a ditch and two gullies (Fig. 8). With the exceptiof an insignificant amount of
animal bone recovered from the ditch, none of tteaeated deposits produced any
finds. Variation within the geology was also noteith a broad linear band of sandy
limestone (3808) present aligned across the trench.

Gully 3812 was aligned east to west and was filith a sandy silt (3813). This had
been truncated by a broad, but similarly alignéthd3809/3810) that terminated or
possibly turned a sharp corner at its western €hib was filled with a brown sandy
silt (3811/3817) that produced a small quantitgloéep/goat bone.

At the western end of the trench a pit (3814) wasdated by ditch 3810. The pit
had near vertical sides and a rounded base andicedta similar fill (3815) to that
of the ditch.

Gully (3806) was aligned SE/NW terminating to ttarth-east. This was of similar
dimensions to gully 3812 although this was filledhwa noticeably greyer deposits
than the other features within the trench.

The existing ploughsoil (3801) directly sealed edehture without intervening
buried cultivation soils being present.

Trenches 39, 40 and 41 (Site 2)

These trenches were positioned within an areateineive settlement remains dating
from the Iron Age period as defined by a previowal@ation (NAU 1990) and
geophysical survey (ASDU 2006a and b). Natural samdl limestone was
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4.1.27

4.1.28

4.1.29

4.1.30

4131

4.1.32

4.1.33

encountered within each trench (3903, 4003 and {ttd8ugh which all the features
were cut.

A single very large ditch (3904) within Trench 3lects the location of a large
ditched enclosure shown on the geophysical surlay(lgig. 9). This was only partly
excavated due to its size and likely depth althotigh clearly defined a NE/SW
alignment and width in excess of 5.00 m. It wasaeated to a depth of 1.00 m below
the surface of the geology at which point a hinh@bunded edge to its southern side
was encountered suggesting a possible butt endtoanee into the enclosure. The
excavated part of the ditch was filled with loosady silts.

Within Trench 40 to the south of 39, a single difd@12) and two circular, straight-
sided and flat-based pits (4004 and 4007) wereerieced (Fig. 10). Pit 4004 was
0.90 m deep but had been backfilled, with the ettarpof a thin primary silt, in a
single event. Pit 4007 differed containing threpatgts present of equal thickness.
The secondary fill (4008) within this sequence et the largest pottery
assemblage by count (19 sherds) and second labgeskeight (257 g) from any
feature of the evaluation. This also produced teeosd largest assemblage (by
weight) of animal bone.

The ditch (4012) was aligned NW/SE to the southtwépit 4004 and corresponds
with an apparent linear boundary shown by the ggsiphl survey. The ditch was
stepped across its upper profile with a sharp \&psl lower profile. This was filled
with orange brown silty sands (4013 and 4014) oictvithe upper fill was probably
a backfill with original bank material. A small qu#ty of Iron Age pottery was

retrieved from both ditch fills.

The densest concentration of features was encathteithin Trench 41 (Fig. 11).
These comprised ditches and pits cut into the ahtathough the sequence of
ditches each followed the same alignment appareetiytting its predecessor. These
were also aligned east to west obliquely alonglithe of the trench making clear
definition of the features very difficult.

Due to the density of features only one of the thear pits (4106) were excavated.
This was of a similar appearance to pit 4007 wititabbase and vertical sides but
contained a single backfill (4107).

The earliest ditch (4114/4118) increases in sipaglkhe line of the trench. To the
east this is insubstantial at 0.4 m deep and O.Awice. However at its western

extent where it turns sharply to the north thisaeggts to an unknown width and 0.55
m deep. Middle Iron Age pottery and a small taggeiion bar or rod were recovered
from the silty infill of this ditch.

Two recuts were also recorded at the western entdi®fsequence. Ditch 4120 was
just exposed within the northern edge of the treact had steep sides and a flat
base. A distinct limestone-rich deposit amongsaik ¢hrown silty sand (4121) filled
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4.1.34

4.1.35

4.1.36

4.1.37

4.1.38

4.1.39

4.1.40

4.1.41

4.1.42

this feature. A narrow gully (4116) with a sharp Shaped profile truncated the
western edge of ditch 4118.

Three ditches (4104, 4106 and 4108) were locatedrits the western end of the
trench and were aligned NNE/SSW parallel to eablkroDitch 4108 was the largest
of these with a broad flat base and steep sidds.Wds recut along its western edge
by ditch 4110. Ditch 4104 was approximately 2.7%arthe north-west and could
conceivably by part of a contemporary arrangemetit wne of the other ditches.
Similar silting deposits filled each of these d@shand the largest assemblage by
weight (10 sherds, 293 g) of middle Iron Age potteras recovered from deposit
4105 filling ditch 4104.

Overall from the three trenches (Trenches 39, 4@ 4h) positioned within the

known Iron Age settlement a moderate sized assgmlbdd 55 sherds (771 g) of
pottery was recovered from all of the sample exwaValeposits. These indicate
occupation within the middle Iron Age, probablyweén a 3rd-1st century BC date
range.

All the features were sealed by a buried cultivatepil underlying the current
topsoil.

Trench 42 (Site 12)

Trench 42 was positioned to investigate a rectargemclosure cropmark. A linear
ditch (4204) probably forming the southern sidetto§ enclosure and a pit (4206)
were identified cut into the sand and ferrugincausdy limestone natural (4203) (Fig.
12).

The pit was only partly revealed within the limit the trench and appeared to be
circular with a 1.00 m diameter and 0.40 m deepakation revealed a flat base and
steeply sloped sides sealed by a primary siltingodié (4208). A darker orange
brown deposit (4207) levelled the pit. Neither dgpproduced any finds.

The ditch was of similar dimensions and aligned &asvest. A single homogenous
silting deposit (4205) filled the ditch and wascatkevoid of any finds.

Both features were overlain by a thin buried caltion soil (4202) that also filled
ploughscars cut into the undisturbed sand geologfase adjacent to the pit. The
modern ploughsoil (4201) sealed the lowers culivasoil.

Trenches 43 (Site 13) and 44 (Site 9)

Trenches 43 and 44 were positioned to investigateri@s of cropmarks thought to
represent pits and enclosures across the extrenséenveedge of the site. No
archaeological features were encountered in eftbach.

The natural geology across this area comprised dniken rich sand and sandy
limestone that may have accounted for the dappbpadarance of the cropmarks. A
buried cultivation soil sealed by the present plsail overlay the natural in Trench
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4.1.43

4.1.44

4.1.45

4.1.46

4.1.47

4.1.48

4.1.49

4.1.50

43 and thin mixed contact zone separated the predgemghsoil and natural within
Trench 44.

Trench 45 (Site 11)

Trench 45 was positioned to investigate vivid crapke thought to represent a pit
alignment to the south-west of the causewayed sardo Two large pits c. 2.75 m in
diameter were revealed at the south-eastern etitedfench after this was expanded
slightly to define if the features were indeed pits single ditch (Fig. 13).

Cleaning of the surface area and excavation of pn¢4504) revealed that these

were separated by 0.75 m and cut into the natarad and sandy limestone (4503).
The pit had a flat base only 0.40 m in diameténgisvith steep sides. These changed
sharply to more gradual sloped sides indicating tiha pit may have been left open

to erosion forming the weathering cone appearahtgeqrofile.

Two fills (4505 and 4506), both sterile of findsiggest that the pit had filled via
natural erosion rather than direct backfilling. Aried cultivation soil (4502) sealed
the pits which was in turn overlain by the preggotghsoil (4501).

Trench 46 (Site 20)

Trench 46 was positioned to investigate an encswpmark approximately 280 m
to the north the causewayed enclosure. A ditch4%1@ad pit (4606) were revealed
cut into the sand and limestone natural (4603hatsbuth-eastern end of the trench
corresponding to the location of the cropmark (E#).

The ditch was aligned NE/SW and had a sharp V- ethgguofile 0.80 m deep and
2.00 m wide. This was filled with a single depddi605) that produced two sherds
(11 g) of pottery dated to the middle Iron Age.

The pit was circular, near vertical sided and Based, and substantial at 2.00 m
across and 0.90 m deep. This was filled with aighelprown silty sand (4607) with
stone lines indicating tipping or backfilling frothe surface. Two sherds of middle
Iron Age pottery (17 g) were also recovered froms feature along with two small
fragments of fired clay.

Both the ditch and pit had straight well-definedesi showing little sign of erosion
weathering suggesting that they were not openg@tbments for prolonged periods.

A thin buried cultivation soil (4602) overlay thedtures and, in turn, was sealed by
the present ploughsoil (4601).
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4.2 Finds

4.2.1 Summary finds quantities and categories are listdchble 1 below. Only the pottery
and animal bone remains were of period significanoel quantity to warrant
specialist analysis. These reports are presentesdvb8ummary descriptions of the
other materials follow Table 1.

Table 1
: Fragment .

Material Count Weight (g)
Pottery 70 966
Animal Bone 75 356
Clay pipe 17 42
Cu Alloy 1 7
Fired clay 2 5
Flint 1 16

Fe 1 30

4.2.2 Sixteen fragments of tobacco clay pipe stem wecevered from topsoil context
3701 and one fragment from a buried ploughsoil @ain{4102).

4.2.3 The Cu alloy find is of a post-medieval button witisplaying an anchor and crown
motif with a rope edging and was recovered fromploeighsoil (3201) of Trench 32.

4.2.4 An iron object was recovered from fill 4115 of ditd114 within Trench 41. This
comprised a short (65 mm) tapered bar or rod wihuare profile. Pottery recovered
from the ditch suggests a middle Iron Age datetiar object.

4.2.5 A single worked flint was recovered from the topswithin Trench 37 (3701). This
is a horseshoe-shaped scraper struck off a maitigpm core with a hard hammer.
The curved sides of the tool display fine retoughand signs of use-wear.

4.2.6 Two irregular lumps of fired clay were recoverednf fill 4607 of pit 4605 within
Trench 46.

The pottery
by Paul Booth (OA)

4.2.7 Some 70 sherds (966 g) of pottery were recoveraihgiuhe evaluation. The
material was scanned rapidly and quantified usnogdb fabric/ware codes in the OA
recording system for late prehistoric and Romanenmlt Diagnostic sherds were
scarce but the majority of the material was of riéddon Age date. The condition of
the pottery was generally moderate to good. Sheedvgas variable, but a number of
sherds were quite large. Few were abraded andvalind surfaces was reasonably
good. The pottery is summarised by context in T&@ble
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4.2.8

4.2.9

4.2.10

4211

Table 2: Quantification of pottery (no. sherds/weight g) by period

Context Middle Iron Age Roman | Post-medieval | Comment
3212 2/52 Reused base
3215 1/23 F51, 240-400
3223 1/5 R30

3302 1/7 E80

3309 2/15 R30, 2nd century
3505 1/1 Uncertain
3701 2/60 16th-17th century
3906 5/23 1 rim fragment
4006 4/33

4008 19/257 1 sherd scored
4013 1/10

4014 4/26

4102 1/4 19th century
4105 10/293 1 jarrim

4107 1/30 jar rim

4115 7143 1 jarrim

4119 3/19

4121 1/37

4605 2/11

4607 2/17

TOTAL 62/852 5/50 3/64

Middle Iron Age

Pottery of this date was identified on generalkcid of fabric and form. Fabrics were
not examined in detail, but almost all sherds wararacterised by the presence of
voids suggestive of leached shell inclusions. fava cases such inclusions survived.
In other cases the density of voids was sufficiemtindicate abundantly shell-
tempered material, but more commonly such voidewerall and sparse to moderate
infrequency, associated with quartz sand or othelusion types. Occasional sherds
with clay pellet or possibly grog inclusions wetsocanoted.

Diagnostic features were scarce. Only four rim dhewere present, all probably
from jars, though one was too small for confidegdgntification. Two vessels had
simple roughly upright rims while that in context0% was slightly everted, from a
shouldered, quite wide mouthed jar. A single lagerd in context 4008 had scored
decoration. Occasional (usually small) sherds inddgampered fragments had
burnished surfaces.

Evidence of sooting survived rarely, but was nobedat least two sherds. Other
evidence for use was seen on a shell-temperedibasmtext 3212. This had been
trimmed above, rather than at (as is more norntlad),angle of the base and body
wall, to produce a small dish-like object 25 mnh.tal

The Iron Age pottery was relatively widely distrtbd, occurring in Trenches 32, 39,
40, 41 and 46, although the bulk of the materiad w@ancentrated in Trenches 40 and
41.
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4.2.12

4.2.13

4.2.14

4.2.15

4.2.16

4.2.17

4.2.18

4.2.19

Roman

Only five Roman sherds were found, all in TrencB@sand 33. A single grog-

tempered (E80) sherd in context 3302 could datesitber side of the Roman

conquest but is the only likely 1st century pieaf the site. Three sherds in a fairly
fine sand tempered reduced ware (R30) are prolahiycal origin and include an

angled everted rim sherd suggesting a late lste2mdury date. A single sherd of
Oxford colour-coated ware (F51) from context 321&swa rim of Young (1977) type

C49, but this cannot be dated more closely tharRA®-400.

Post-medieval

Only three post-medieval sherds were recoverede fram stratified contexts.
Discussion

The Iron Age pottery is typical of what might bepegted in the area both in terms of
fabric and form in the middle Iron Age. The smaflesof the assemblage does not
permit close dating, but a 3rd-1st century BC rasgems likely. Some of the
components of the assemblage are found in Knigegslier La Tene' regional
ceramic phase, dated to the 5th-3rd centuries BtigiK 2002, 131), but styles such
as scored ware were probably in use well into ttecéntury BC (ibid., 134). It is,
however, clear that, with the possible exception aofsingle sherd in 3302,
characteristic late Iron Age material of ‘Belgicharacter is entirely absent.
Assemblages of this character are known in theRdonpton area, as for example at
Blackthorn (Williams 1974, 56), whereas at Moultsome 5 km east of the present
site, both middle and late Iron Age material wasspnt (ibid., 20-39).

Animal bone
by Lena Strid (OA)

A total of 75 animal bones were recovered from #iig (see Table 3). Most bones
were in a good condition with almost 95% being grddor 2 (see Lyman 1994:355
for definitions) (see Table 4). Burned bones webseat, and only two bones
displayed gnaw marks.

The predominance of cattle and sheep/goat in teenaislage is to be considered
normal, regardless of time period. The presenaings is evidenced by gnaw marks.
Of the twelve sheep/goat bones, one mandible dmildetermined to be sheep.

Judging by the size and surface structure, thdecatid sheep/goat bones derived
from sub-adult or adult animals.

Butchering marks were found on one medium mammaj loone, which had been
split longitudinally, suggesting marrow extraction.

Pathologies were found on a cattle radius, on wttiehulna had fused just below the
joint surface.
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4.2.20 No further information can be gained from such alssample of bones.

Table 3. Bone assemblage from DALGRO7.

=
o — —
2 a E g g
£ | 8| 8| £ |35 85| 8
O ® ® T S | S& IS
Mandible 1 1 2
Loose teeth 4 7 2
Rib 7 1
Humerus 1
Radius 1
Metapodial 2
Long bone 6 4
Indeterminate 41
TOTAL 6 11 1 4 7 5 41
Weight (g) 168 19 6 76 13 38 36
Table 4. Preservation level for bones from the DALGRO7 assemblage.
N 0 1 2 3 4 5
75 46.7% 48.0% 4.0% 1.3%

Table 5. Number of bones and weight per context

Context Species No. of bones (refitted) Sum of weight (g)
3223 Indeterminate 1 0
3309 Cattle 1 7
3811 Sheep/goat 4 0
3906 Indeterminate 2 0
4006 Medium mammal 1 11

Indeterminate 9
4008 Cattle 2 70
Indeterminate 5
4105 Sheep/goat 1 18
Medium mammal 1
Large mammal 1
Indeterminate 3
4107 Cattle 1 4
4115 Cattle 1 152
Sheep/goat 6
Sheep 1
Horse 4
Medium mammal 4
Large mammal 1
Indeterminate 16
4117 Cattle 1 64
4119 Medium mammal 6 7
Indeterminate
4121 Large mammal 3 23
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4.2.21

4.2.22

4.2.23

4.2.24

4.2.25

4.2.26

4.2.27

Charred Plant remains
by Luke Howarth with Dr Wendy Smith and Dr Rebecca Nicholson(OA)

Samples were taken for environmental assessmemt filb 4008 (Trench 40 Pit
4007) and fill 4607 (Trench 46 Pit 4606) within. tBowere processed by water
flotation for charred plant remains (CPR). Smaliné® and other ecofacts and
artefacts are also recovered by this process. Bathples comprised 40 litres of
sediment.

Methodol ogy

The samples were processed for CPR by mechanatakifin in a modified Siraf-
type machine, with the sample held on a 500 pm raedithe flot collected on a 250
pm mesh. Once the majority of CPR had floatedtb#,residual material was passed
through a stack of sieves 10-4 mm, 4-2 mm and 2¥rb

The flots and residues were air-dried and the vesicorted by eye. The flots were
passed through a 2 mm sieve and fragments of wo@P® extracted. Charcoal >2
mm in diameter was examined under a binocular me@gpe at x 10 and x 20
magnification (transverse section). While this pde¢ a reliable method of the
identification for ring porous taxa (eQuercus sp.), identifications are tentative for
the semi- to diffuse-porous taxa (MaloideBeynus etc.).

Results

Both flots contained large amounts of modern plarhains and insects. Some
charred grain and wood was also present. Charraidsgof wheat (possibly spelt
wheat, Triticum spelta) alongside undifferentiated cereal grains weratified from
pit fill 4008. Other material included charred seddom docks Rumex sp.) and
oraches Chenopodium spp.). The majority (~70%) of the charred plambaens from
this deposit however were charcoal fragments ifledtas oak Quercussp.).

Pit fill 4607 contained a smaller but much moreierCPR assemblage. Small
charcoal fragments @uercus sp. (oak) dominated the assemblage (~80%) but were
accompanied by bromus grafdrdmus sp.), hulled barley graindHprdeum sp.),
grains of spelt Triticum spelta) and emmer wheafT(iticum dicoccum). A glume
base possibly deriving from either §pelta or Triticum dicoccum was also identified.

The heavy residues from both samples containedfearnecofactual remains. A few
fragments of mammal bone were recovered from f0&! although no bone was
recovered from fill 4607. Both samples containedsiderable amounts of modern
plant remains including seeds and roots. Each edstained a variety of insect
remains that appeared to be of modern origin.

Discussion

The samples appear to represent limited envirorah@otential in terms of sizeable
flot assemblages, although identifiable remainsewmesent in both. These indicate
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5.1

5.1.1

51.2

52

521

522

5.2.3

that varied plant resources were utilised with decital or secondary species also
represented allowing limited interpretation of weroundings. As the potential for

waterlogged remains at the site is very limitedR&8Rould provide the most reliable

source of environmental evidence.

DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

Reliability of field investigation

Site conditions during the evaluation were gengrglbod and the archaeological
features were clearly visible cut into the geoldgfthin the sand geology the fills of
some features had become very leached and difficudefine although this did not
affect the primary identification of these features

Each trench was able to clearly define the pregahsence of the targeted features
and, considered alongside the results of the pusvevaluations, has the ability to
inform on the original aims. However, it should aalbe noted that finds were
generally scarce or absent from the areas outsidtheo Iron Age and Roman
settlements. The associations between these featmd the dated remains is
discussed further below.

Overall interpretation

Two general themes are identified in the site dfweaims outlined by the WSI and
listed above. These are the identification and ohd ploughsoils and historical
ploughing and the characterisation of settlemedtaantivity in relation to period.

Historical ploughing and buried cultivation horizons

The impact of the historical ploughing is most evitin the depth of ploughsoil
recorded sealing the excavated features. Cleatdgtantial movement of soil has
occurred reflecting the topography of the site wfith trenches positioned within dry
valleys, at the base of slopes or on shallow sltyeéswv the high ground each having
increased depths of ploughsoil overburden. Tren@ieto 35 recorded ploughsoil
overburden depths up to 1.60 m.

The implications of ploughsoil movement are twadfdFirstly for the point of origin
of the soil. This has clearly derived from the Riglground and steepest inclinations
resulting in a continuous process reducing thegowasion levels truncating or even
removing any remains within these areas. Howetwerridge of high ground has not
been substantially tested through evaluation makindjfficult to draw any firm
conclusions of the actual preservation levels h@vihin the current evaluation,
Trench 35 did suggest that some features may hese beavily truncated. Here the
pit alignment previously evaluated by OAU (1991paars to have been substantially
removed through truncation at its southern extehtench 27, positioned
approximately 40 m north of Trench 35, has ideadifipits up to 1.40 m deep
associated with this cropmark (ibid.). Trenche$16 26, positioned 87 m and 236 m
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to the south of Trench 35, failed to produce angewe of archaeological remains.
This could indicate truncation levels of 1 m plugthwthe pits being virtually
removed as the alignment progresses upslope. Howeaetion must be exercised
here without substantial further data to test liyisothesis.

5.2.4 The reverse of this situation applies to the ddfmsiareas of the ploughsoils
downslope. The ditches present within Trenches 8@ &3 suggest that initial
truncation is likely to have occurred here as destrated by the lack of any buried
soil horizons that predate the features. Howewetha ploughsoil accumulated over
the features, this in turn protected them fromHertplough truncation. It should be
noted that postholes or similar small featuresadngent from the trenches that could
indicate a degree of truncation although the 199aluation (OAU 1991) did
encounter a stone constructed drain within Tren2hwhich is unlikely to have
originally been constructed at any substantial liepherefore the potential for the
preservation of smaller features here remains redsyp good.

5.2.5 Within Site 2 deep levels of ploughsoil were not@mtered. The northern portion
of the site is situated at a height of c. 97 m Q@id alopes to the south with Trench
40 positioned on the apparent southern extenbh@®® m OD contour. Preservation
levels within the trenches appears consistent wlitiches and pits of similar
dimensions present. The extent of the actual sette has been previously
investigated in more detail by NAU (1990). The emtrevaluation confers with the
findings of the previous evaluation which also pded evidence for localised
excellent levels of preservation through structlreisg terraced into the slope.

5.2.6 As a general observation within the current evadmait is reasonable to suggest that
deep ploughing has not had an overly significargaat upon the features targeted,
possibly with the exception of the pit alignmenthin Trench 35.

5.2.7 No significant cultivation horizons prior to thesasned medieval, post-medieval and
modern deposits were identified. A thin buried dodrizon was encountered in
Trench 38 and was cut through by a series of uddatgures. These may be of Iron
Age date relating to the nearby Site 2 althoughptteeise character of the soil was
not established. It may merely represent a leacleatact zone with the underlying
sand geology.

Settlement characterisation
Early Prehistoric

5.2.8 A single Trench (37) was excavated in close prowing the causewayed enclosure.
The two ditches encountered here are undated aiththe geophysical survey and
cropmark plots provide some indication as to tlhegociations. At the north-eastern
end of the trench ditch 3706 clearly relates tdanadr cropmark that is aligned
NW/SE across the north-eastern interior of the eaaged enclosure. The 1886 OS
map shows field boundaries at this point and thhdalmost certainly reflects this.
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529

5.2.10

5211

5.2.12

5.2.13

5.2.14

Ditch 3704 has less distinct associations. Thermasgs and geophysical survey both
show that this closely follows and curves arourelgbuthern side of the causewayed
enclosure. Although associated artefacts were negent its apparent association
with the enclosure does suggest it was part oh#eooporary arrangement.

Identification of activity associated with the causyed enclosure on a broader scale
was not possible due to the very limited humberariches that have been excavated
in all evaluations within its vicinity. Indeed onfive trenches have been excavated
within a 200 m radius of the centre point of thelesure. The densest area of
evaluation represented by Trenches 1, 2, 15 andli@5identify the enclosure
although should not be seen as a reasonable assd@s®uf the immediate
surroundings of the enclosure as a whole.

Further clarification of early prehistoric activityithin the development boundary
can not be made at this point either in relatiorihi® causewayed enclosure or the
areas that largely remain to be sampled by evaluafio the immediate south-west
of the enclosure a c. 14 ha area has only hadghes® m long trench excavated
within it. Clearly given the often sparse natureremains from these periods few
conclusions can be made about the potential ofifga.

Iron Age and Roman

With regard to Sites 2 and 3, the current evaluationcurs closely with the previous
evaluations results (NAU 1990, OAU1991). The pgttersults of all are entirely
consistent with material spanning the Roman perembvered from Site 3 and the
middle Iron Age from Site 2 in comparative inveatigns. Without further

evaluation to test the extent of Site 3 or therioteof Site 2 little more can be
concluded from the current evidence.

Saxon

No evidence for Saxon activity was encountered iwitthe current evaluation.
However, the only previously reported evidencethis period is from Trench 2 and
this was in the form of unstratified pottery, urethfeatures and a possible Roman
soil layer (OAU 1991). The nearest trench excavatetin the current evaluation
was 170 m to the north of Trench 2.

The same principles of identifying and charactagsny activity to this period apply
as those discussed for the early Prehistoric period
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Ctxt. No. | Type | Length (m) | Thick./Depth (m) | Comment Finds | Spot Date

Trench 31
3101 |Layer 0.3 Topsoil -
3102 |Layer 0.15 Subsoil -
3103 | Deposi Natural geology -

Trench 32
3201 |Layer 0.35 Topsoil Button
3202 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil Pottery
3203 | Deposi Natural geology -
3204 | Fill 0.4 Fill of pit 3206 -
3205 | Fill 0.3 Fill of pit 3206 -
3206 | Cut 1.6 0.6 Pit -
3207 | Cut 3.6 0.55 Ditch -
3208 | Fill 0.55 Fill of ditch 3207 -
3209 | Cut 1.9 0.55 Ditch -
3210 |Fill 0.2 Fill of ditch 3209 -
3211 |Fill 0.3 Fill of ditch 3209 -
3212 | Fill 0.3 Fill of ditch 3209 Pottery
3213 | Cut 1.6 0.61 Ditch -
3214 | Fill 0.4 Fill of ditch 3213 -
3215 | Fill 0.21 Fill of ditch 3213 Pottery

. Fill of ditch re-cut
3216 |Fill 0.28 3219 -
3217 |Fill 0.2 Fill of ditch 3218 -
3218 |Cut 1.2 0.2 Ditch -
3219 |Cut 1.8 0.55 Ditch re-cut -
3220 |Fil 0.55 g diton re-cut .
3221 |Cut 1.2 0.2 Ditch -
3222 | Fill 0.2 Fill of ditch 3221 -
3223 |Fil 0.2 Fill of ditch 3225 Pottery
Bone

3224 | Fill 0.15 Fill of ditch 3225 -
3225 | Cut 1.0 0.45 Ditch -
3226 | Fill 0.38 Fill of ditch 3207 -
3227 | Cut 0.9 0.4 Ditch -
3228 | Fill 0.4 Fill of ditch 3227 -

Trench 33
3301 |Layer 0.45 Topsoil -
3302 |Layer 0.4 Subsoil Pottery
3303 | Deposi Natural geology -
3304 | Cut 0.9 0.2 Ditch -
3305 | Fill 0.2 Fill of ditch 3304 Pottery
3306 | Cut 1.6 0.4 Ditch -
3307 | Fill 0.4 Fill of ditch 3306 -
3308 | Cut 0.4 Diam. 0.35 Posthole -
3309 |Fil 0.35 Fill of posthole 3308 | " Otery

Bone

Trench 34
3401 |Layer | | 0.33 | Topsoil -
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Citxt. No. | Type | Length (m) | Thick./Depth (m) Comment Finds Spot Date
3402 |Layer 1.1 Subsoil / Hill wash -
3403 | Deposit Natural geology -
3404 | Cut 1.04 0.52 Ditch -
3405 | Fill 0.52 Fill of ditch 3404 -
3406 | Cut 2.3 Dia 0.55 Pit -
3407 | Fill 0.55 Fill of pit 3406 -

Trench 35
3501 |Layer 0.35 Topsoil -
3502 |Layer 0.3 Subsoil -
3503 | Deposit Natural geology -
3504 |Cut 1.8x0.7 0.36 Tree-throw hole -
3505 | Fill 0.36 Fill of TTH 3504 Pottery

Trench 36
3601 |Layer 0.3 Topsoil -
3602 |Layer 0.2 Subsoil -
3603 | Deposit Natural geology -
3604 |Layer 0.4 Natural geology -

Trench 37

Pottery
3701 |Layer 0.4 Topsoil Flint
CTP

3702 | Layer 0.2 Subsoil -
3703 | Deposit Natural geology -
3704 | Cut 0.4 0.32 Gully -
3705 | Fill 0.32 Fill of gully 3704 -
3706 | Cut 1.62 0.56 Ditch -
3707 | Fill 0.56 Fill of ditch 3706 -

Trench 38
3801 |Layer 0.35 Topsoil -
3802 |Layer 0.10 Subsoil -
3803 | Deposit Natural geology -
3804 | Cut 1m 0.3 Ditch -
3805 | Fill 0.3 Fill of ditch 3804 -
3806 | Cut 0.38 0.13 Gully -
3807 | Fill 0.13 Fill of gully 3806 -
3808 |Layer 0.25 Natural geological )

layer
3809 |Cut 0.6 0.42 Ditch -
3810 |Cut 0.9 0.38 Ditch -
3811 |Fill 0.38 Fill of ditch 3810 Bone
3812 | Cut 1m 0.15 Ditch -
3813 |Fill 0.15 Fill of ditch 3812 -
3814 | Cut 0.7 0.4 Pit -
3815 |Fill 0.32 Fill of pit 3814 -
3816 | Fill 0.25 Fill of pit 3814 -
3817 | Fill 0.4 Fill of ditch 3809 -

Trench 39
3901 |Layer 0.3 Topsoil -
3902 |Layer 0.55 Subsoil -
3903 | Deposit Natural geology -
3904 | Cut 4.2 Dia 0.86 Pit -
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Ctxt. No. | Type | Length (m) | Thick./Depth (m) Comment Finds Spot Date
3905 | Fill 0.82 Fill of pit 3904 -
3906 |Fil 0.8 Fill of pit 3904 Pottery

Bone
Trench 40
4001 |Layer 0.35 Topsoil -
4002 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil -
4003 | Deposit Natural geology -
4004 | Cut 1 m Dia 0.86 Pit -
4005 | Fill 0.08 Fill of pit 4004 -
4006 | Fill 0.8 Fill of pit 4004 Pottery
Bone
4007 | Cut 1.5 mdia 0.5 Pit -
4008 | Fill 0.25 Fill of pit 4007 Pottery
Bone
4009 |Fill 0.18 Fill of pit 4007 -
4010 | Fill 0.12 Fill of pit 4007 -
4011 | Fill 0.4 Fill of pit 4007 -
4012 | Cut 2.15 0.79 Ditch -
4013 | Fill 0.25 Fill of ditch 4012 Pottery
4014 | Fill 0.5 Fill of ditch 4012 Pottery
Trench 41
4101 |Layer 0.34 Topsoil -
4102 |Layer 0.35 Subsoil Pottery
4103 | Deposit Natural geology -
4104 |Cut 0.6 0.44 Ditch -
4105 | Fill 0.44 Fill of ditch 4104 Pottery
Bone
4106 |Cut 1.64 mDia| 0.64 Pit -
4107 | Fil 0.64 Fill of pit 4106 Pottery
Bone
4108 |Cut 1m 0.47 Ditch -
4109 |Fill 0.47 Fill of ditch 4108 -
4110 |Cut 0.6 0.6 Ditch -
4111 | Fill 0.6 Fill of ditch 4110 -
4112 |Cut 1.3 0.2 Ditch -
4113 | Fill 0.2 Fill of ditch 4112 -
4114 |Cut 0.95 0.34 Ditch -
Pottery
4115 | Fill 0.34 Fill of ditch 4114 Bone
Iron obj
4116 |Cut 0.58 0.38 Gully -
4117 | Fill 0.38 Fill of gully 4116 Bone
4118 |Cut 1.16 0.6 Ditch -
4119 | Fil 0.6 Fill of ditch 4118 Pottery
Bone
4120 |Cut 0.8 Ditch -
4121 |Fil 0.8 Fill of ditch 4120 Pottery
Bone
Trench 42
4201 | Layer 0.3 Topsoil -
4202 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil -
4203 | Deposit Natural geology -
4204 | Cut 1.3 0.46 Ditch -
© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. June 2007 24

\\server 1\projects\DALGREV_Dallington_Grange_Northampton\002Reports\Evaluation_report_2007\DALGRO7_Eval_text_V

02_Final.doc




Oxford Archaeology

Dallington Grange, Northampton, Northamptonshire DALGRO7
Archaeological Evaluation Report

Citxt. No. | Type | Length (m) | Thick./Depth (m) Comment Finds Spot Date
4205 | Fill 0.46 Fill of ditch 4204 -
4206 | Cut 0.94 m Dia | 0.39 Pit -
4207 | Fill 0.18 Fill of pit 4206 -
4208 | Fill 0.12 Fill of pit 4206 -

Trench 43
4301 |Layer 0.26 Topsoil -
4302 | Layer 0.23 Subsoil -
4303 | Deposit Natural geology -
Trench 44
4401 | Layer 0.44 Topsoil -
4402 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil -
4403 | Deposit Natural geology -
Trench 45
4501 | Layer 0.32 Topsoil -
4502 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil -
4503 | Deposit Natural geology -
4504 | Cut 27mDia | 0.95 Pit -
4505 | Fill 0.24 Fill of pit 4504 -
4506 | Fill 0.72 Fill of pit 4504 -
Trench 46
4601 |Layer 0.32 Topsoil -
4602 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil -
4603 | Deposit Natural geology -
4604 | Cut 2.1 0.8 Ditch -
4605 | Fill 0.8 Fill of ditch 4604 Pottery
4606 | Cut 1.65 mDia| 0.85 Pit -
4607 | Fill 0.85 Fill of pit 4206 Pottery
Daub
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APPENDIX 2 TRENCH OVERBURDEN DEPTHS AND GEOLOGY HEIGHTS

Trench No.| Alignment | Length |Thick./Depth of Overburden [Surface of geology (m OD)
31 NE/SW 30 m NE 0.40 m, SW 0.56 m NE 77.20 m, SW 7690
32 N/S 50 m N0.80m,S 040 m N 77.80m,S 79.30 m
33 NW/SE 30 m NW 0.70 m, SE 0.50 m NW 74.00 m, SE 7430
34 E/W 20m E1.44m,W0.85m E 80.10 m, W 81.07 m

E/W 40 m
35 & . E 0.64 m, W 0.60 m E 87.35m, W 87.20 m
NE/SW (combined)

36 E/W 85m E 0.60 m, W0.55 m E 88.23 m, W 87.64 m
37 NE/SW 92.5m | NE0.40 m, SW 0.50 m NE 97.60 m, SWI®D@n
38 SE/NW 30 m SE 0.30 m, NW 0.40 m SE 100.40 m, NW@®&5
39 NW/SE 50 m NW 0.90 m, SE 0.57 m NW 93.10 m, SE9&140
40 NE/SW 30 m NE 0.40 m, SW 0.50m NE 91.05 m, SW 8825
41 ESE/WNW 50 m ESE 0.40 m, WNW 0.60 m ESE 95.66 m, WOBM5 m
42 N/S 25m N0.35m,S0.45m N 90.20 m, S 88.90 m
43 NW/SE 30 m 0.40-0.50m 93.60 m
44 N/S 40 m 0.45m N 96.03 m, S96.26 m
45 NE/SW 20 m NE 0.58 m, SW 0.45 m NE 90.40 m, SW 88195
46 NW/SE 20m NW 0.47 m, SE 0.42 m NW 83.40 m, SE8&18
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APPENDIX4  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS
Site name:Dallington Grange, Northampton

Site code:DALGR 07

Grid Reference: SP 725 635

Type of evaluation: 16 Trenches of varying length

Date and duration of project: 16th April to 3rd May 2007

Area of site: 227 ha.
Summary of results:

In April and May 2007, Oxford Archaeology (OA) umtiok a targeted field evaluation on
behalf of CgMs Consulting on arable land at DatlimgGrange, Northamptonshire (NGR SP
725 635). Sixteen evaluation trenches were excdvtdegeted on known or suspected
features and settlements. At the western sideeo$itie the cropmarks of Sites 9 and 13 were
demonstrated as being geological in origin. Thedmcropmarks investigated by Trench 36
(Site 6) are also likely to be of natural origiriteS 2 and 3 were confirmed as being of
middle Iron Age and Roman date as established byiqus evaluation although further
clarification of the character of these settlememés not possible within the scope of this
evaluation. Likewise, assessment of the causewagelbsure was beyond the scope of this
investigation although a curving ditch excavatedhimi Trench 37 appears to respect the
southern boundary of this monument. With the exoapof Trench 35, significant plough
truncation does not appear to have occurred witlérexcavated trenches.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus Housmey Mead,
Oxford, OX2 OES. Northampton does not currentlyehaveceiving museum.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Summary location plan of the current and previous investigations
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Figure 3: Trench 32, plan and sections



Server 10:/oaupubs!_AtoH*DALGRO7*DALGREV*Dallington Grange, Northamtonshire*jm*24.05.07

?

Trench 33
Plan

Section 14
0 5m
1:100
Section 15
74.29 mOD
ey 7N
3306
Section 14
SE NW
-
3301
X 74.38 mOD
7N 7N
3302
3303
3305
3304
0 im

1:25
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Figure 10: Trench 40, plan and sections
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Figure 11: Trench 41, plan and sections
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Figure 12: Trench 42, plan and sections
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Figure 13: Trench 45, plan and sections
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Figure 14: Trench 46, plan and section
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