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An Army paratrooper from the 173rd Airborne Brigade low crawls during Expert Infantryman Badge, Expert Soldier Badge and Expert Field
Medical Badge training at Caserma Del Din in Vicenza, Italy, on Oct. 28. Soldiers trained for two weeks before taking the five-day tests.

American soldiers in Italy vie for coveted badges

By NaANcY MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy
taff Sgt. Ariana Perez counted
three reasons why, after two crush-
ing failures, she’d made a third at-
tempt at earning the Army’s Ex-
pert Infantryman Badge.

“My soldiers,” she said. “My career,” she
continued. “And my ego.”

Perez got her badge Wednesday after mas-
tering the 4-mile run in under 32 minutes that
had tripped her up both times before.

Spc. James Bethea also pinned on a new
badge, the Expert Soldier Badge, but on his
first try and for a simpler reason.

“I was volun-told,” Bethea said. “But I de-
cided I’d put in 100% effort.”

Pfc. Emily Compliment earned her Expert
Field Medical Badge, considered by many to
be the most difficult of the three tests, on her
first try on the first anniversary of graduating
from advanced individual training.

She treated pretend amputations, broken
limbs, eye lacerations and more as hawk-eyed
graders watched. Her one flaw: “I had the
wrong knot on an (evacuation).”

The three were among more than 1,300 sol-
diers who trained and practiced for two
weeks at Del Din before taking the five-day
tests designed to recognize troops for master-
ing soldier skills and demonstrating fitness, as
graded by expert troops who previously
passed.

SEE EXPERTS ON PAGE 6

Nancy MoNTGoMERY/Stars and Stripes

Staff Sgt. Ariana Perez was thrilled and
relieved to earn her Expert Infantryman
Badge, which was pinned on during
a ceremony Wednesday in Vicenza.

VETERANS DAY

Doubek recalls
struggle to build
the Vietnam Wall

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

Robert Doubek’s role in the con-
tentious three-year quest to con-
struct a memorial honoring Viet-
nam War veterans near the Na-
tional Mall be-
gan in 1979 with
a voice in the
back of a room.

By the time
the Vietnam Vet- :
erans Memorial ##7%
was dedicatedon || %
Nov. 13, 1982, Doubek

Doubek, the pro-

jectdirector, was burned out. Con-
flicts with the design’s opponents
and delays in permit approval left
him feeling as if he were shoulder-
ing the weight of the monument’s
black granite wall engraved with
the names of all who died during
the decade-long war.

“I remember the day of the de-
dication,” Doubek, 78, told Stars
and Stripes by phone on Oct. 28. “I
walked away, and I said to myself,
I don’t care if anybody likes it. If
they don’t like it, let ’em go build
their own.”

Forty years later, the strife that
surrounded the memorial’s de-
sign and construction has all but
disappeared.

“It’s become a cultural icon and
had a profound effect on the soul
of our nation,” Doubek said.

“I think it played a role in the
cultural shifts our country has
made in separating the war from
the warrior.”

SEE DOUBEK ON PAGE 4

RELATED
Putting faces to the
names on the Vietnam

Veterans Memorial
Page 3
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VETERANS

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes
orraine Johnson will never forget
the day she got the phone call.
It was June 1968. Johnson, then
21, was on a break from her job at
Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn, Mich.,
when she heard her name over the loud-
speaker.

“I went to the phone, and my neighbor
down the street said, ‘Lorraine, I think you
better come home; I think something hap-
pened to your brother,” because there was a
jeep in front of my house,” Johnson said.

Her brother, Marine Cpl. Michael Bard,
had shipped out to Vietnam in March that
year. He stepped on a landmine June 11, dy-
ing instantly.

“I had never seen my father cry before,”
Johnson said. “My mom — bless her heart,
she’s deceased now — but she’s never been
the same after my brother passed. She went
to the cemetery every single week.

“Every time I hear a 21-gun salute or taps,
it just breaks my heart,” she said.

About three or four years ago, Johnson re-
ceived another phone call about her brother,
this time from Janna Hoehn, a florist living
on the Hawaiian island of Maui.

Hoehn is one of thousands of volunteers
who worked on the Wall of Faces project, an
initiative spearheaded by the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund to find at least one
photo for each of the 58,281 service mem-
bers who were killed or went missing during
the Vietnam War. The names are listed on
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and its var-
ious replicas across the country, including
the traveling Wall That Heals.

After more than two decades of detective
work, the Wall of Faces project was com-
pleted in August, ahead of the memorial’s
40th anniversary Nov. 13. The names, ac-
companying photos and biographical infor-
mation, as well as a place for people to leave
remembrances, can be found in a searcha-
ble online database at  https://
www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces.

Johnson provided Hoehn with a photo of
Bard and shared some details about his sto-
ry. Bard died when he was 19, and being two
years apart, the siblings were close growing
up.

“He was a stinker, he really was,” John-
son said. “He used to hang around with his
friends that reminded me of the mafia. They
would drive this old like a Model T, or one of
those older cars back in the ’60s. And he
used to wear his hair in a DA, you know, the
waterfall and the back in a DA and the long
sideburns and everything. He was a pistol.
He got himself into trouble with the police.
... Nothing major, back in the day, you know
how kids got in trouble, and that’s how he
was.”

He was 18 when he signed up for the Ma-
rines, and his parents had to sign for him.
His decision to join upset the entire family.

“It broke my heart,” Johnson said.

Getting started

While the work to find the photos really
took off in 2009, the seeds of the idea for the
Wall of Faces began with the founder of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Vietnam
War veteran Jan Scruggs, following the me-
morial’s 10th anniversary in 1992.

“I just started getting on the phone with
some of these family members, and some of

Photos finished

Jan Scruggs

Vietnam War veteran Jan Scruggs, founder of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,

cleans the memorial’s wall in Washington.

them, they needed some explanation,” he
said. “They felt this was kind of taking ad-
vantage of the names, faces, fundraising and
all this sort of thing. But I was able to start
selling the project, and I concluded that
58,000-plus names was a very big hurdle.
But it’s the kind of project you can just kind
of put on the shelf and from time to time ac-
tivate it.”

In the early 2000s, Scruggs started push-
ing the project again, visiting places such as
Salt Lake City and Washington state. De-
spite support from lawmakers in Congress,
the Senate and in the states they would visit,
the project did not take off the way Scruggs
hoped it would.

“The more we did these, the less effective
they were — that was the strange thing,”
Scruggs said. “You would think that this
would really kind of build, but in fact it just
didn’t, and I could not get to the bottom of it.”

That was, until Scruggs learned about
Hoehn.

In 2008, Hoehn and her husband visited
Washington, D.C., and toured the memo-
rials, starting with the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial.

“I did not personally know anyone who
died in Vietnam,” Hoehn said. “However,
something was drawing me to the Vietnam
Memorial, and I was really not prepared
how it was going to affect me. I mean, I just
stood in front of it and cried.”

Hoehn took a rubbing of a name on the
wall: Gregory John Crossman. While most
of the names had a diamond next to them to
indicate the service member is known or
presumed to be dead, Crossman had a cross
next to his name, meaning he was missing in
action or otherwise unaccounted for, as an-
other visitor to the wall explained to Hoehn.

Once she was back home on Maui,
Hoehn'’s curiosity got the best of her. She
pulled out the rubbing and started doing re-
search online.

“I just typed his name in and actually
quite abit came up about him,” she said. “He
was a pilot, he and his copilot were shot
down and neither one of them have ever

been recovered.”

Hoehn wanted to find Crossman’s family
to give them the rubbing, also thinking they
might have a photo of the pilot. But her
search turned up empty.

She got in touch with her cousin, her fam-
ily’s historian, who found a university year-
book photo of Crossman. Hoehn put togeth-
er a scrapbook page with Crossman’s biog-
raphy, picture and the rubbing she took at
the Wall, but she never found his family.

Three years later, Hoehn learned about
the Wall of Faces project from a TV news re-
port. She made a copy of Crossman’s photo
and sent it to VVMF. A week later, Scruggs
gave her a call.

“He said, ‘I understand you live on Maui.’
... He said, ‘Is there any chance that you
might help us find the photos of the Maui
fallen?” ” Hoehn said.

Six months later, after many visits to local
high schools and libraries and an article in
The Maui News, Hoehn found the photos for
all 42 Maui names on the Wall. But she
wasn’t ready to stop. She moved on to her ho-
metown of Hemet, Calif., and then the entire
state of California, finding more than 2,000
of the photos, she said. From there, she
moved up to the Pacific Northwest, and
slowly made her way across the country.

Scruggs recalled meeting with Hoehn in
Hawaii to discuss the project.

“She got started, and then the next thing I
know she says, ‘I’'m gonna get all 58,000
names,’ ” Scruggs said. “Yeah, sure, why
don’t you build a space capsule and fly to the
moon for a weekend too while you’re at it?
And she said, ‘No, I can make this happen by
getting volunteers throughout the country.’
... It was Kkind of like me with the Vietnam
memorial, the whole idea of having all the
names engraved.”

In all, Hoehn spent about 11 years on the
project, scouring websites such as ances-
try.com and classmates.com. She worked
with newspapers, high schools, historical so-
cieties and family members across the
country alongside a team of volunteers —
she estimates about 12 core team members

How thousands of volunteers put faces
to names on the Vietnam memorial

stuck with it to the very end.

Puerto Rico and New York state proved
challenging, she said. But on Aug. S, Hoehn
and her team found their last photo.

Putting faces to names

Scruggs retired as president of VVMF in
2015. VVMEF’s current president, Jim Knotts
— an Air Force veteran of the Persian Gulf
War — helped usher the Wall of Faces pro-
ject to completion alongside VVMF’s Direc-
tor of OQutreach Tim Tetz.

“It’s one thing to see all of the names, and
it’s hugely impactful,” Knotts said. “But
then when you can see faces for each one
and realize that they were just like us —they
had hopes and dreams and families and
things they wanted to do with their lives, and
all of that was given up for their country.”

Tetz has worked on the project since 2012,
when he became director of outreach (he
volunteered with VVMF for a decade be-
fore). At the time the project was known as
Faces Never Forgotten and was renamed
the Wall of Faces when Knotts came on
board, Tetz said.

“Thousands” of people volunteered to
work on the project, Tetz said, although he
couldn’t give an exact number. “That’s
about like counting the blades of grass in a
meadow,” he said.

Once they started working on the project,
like Hoehn, many volunteers were sucked
in.

Jim Reece, who served in the Army from
1970-77 and then the Air Force Reserve
from 1985-2004, started working on the pro-
ject with his brother, Tom Reece, in 200S.
They started in their hometown of Wilming-
ton, N.C., eventually finding photos for all
North Carolina Vietnam veterans on the
Wall.

Eventually, the Reeces hooked up with
Hoehn. Jim Reece, who lived on Maui for a
time, helped Hoehn find the last photos from
Hawaii.

“We called her the sheriff and the rest of
us were referred to as her posse,” Jim said of
their group of volunteers.

Reece was never sent to Vietnam, but he
considers the Wall of Faces part of his lega-

cy.

“One of these days there’s gonna be a
great-grandchild that’s gonna look up on the
internet and say, ‘You know, my great-
granddad was in Vietnam; I’'m gonna look up
his name and see if I can find him,” ” Jim
said. “And they’re gonna look, and they’re

gonna find [him] just by using Google.”

A promise fulfilled

For Hoehn, the Reeces and others, the sto-
ries from family members were what really
kept them going.

“I still — I mean, those people send me
Christmas cards, and I reciprocate,” said
Hoehn, who became the first female and
non-veteran president of the Maui County
Veterans Council four years ago. “Some
(family members) were very quiet when I
would call. One of them said to me one time,
‘T haven’t heard my dad’s name in 40 years.’
It really takes them back; they just stop. I
was so afraid at first when I started this pro-
ject; I thought, what if I’'m just gonna upset
all of these people? Maybe they’ve tried to
put it behind them? They haven’t.”

mcelhiney.brian@stripes.com
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Study: Service improves Blacks’ quality of life

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Black veterans are less likely to
be chronic marijuana smokers than
their white counterparts and enjoy a
higher standard of living than Afri-
can Americans who never joined
the military, according to a new
study that examined life outcomes
for veterans.

The Rand Corp. report, released
this week, found that in many re-
spects past military service was as-
sociated with a high quality of life for
African Americans when they re-
turn to the civilian world.

The report aimed to fill an infor-

mation gap in an area often over-
looked: how military service influ-
ences the future lives of Black
Americans, said Rand, a nonparti-
san research group that is often
commissioned by the Defense De-
partment.

Among the positive indicators are
higher income, improved ability to
cover health care costs, higher rates
of homeownership and decreased
reliance on food assistance pro-
grams, compared with Black people
who were lifetime civilians.

Black veterans also have “a sub-
stantially lower” likelihood of mari-
juana use disorder than Black civil-

ians as well as white veterans and ci-
vilians, the report said.

“This suggests that there might
be some downstream protective ef-
fectof military service for Black vet-
erans for this outcome or that there
might be a bias against marijuana
use among Black people who join
the military,” Rand said.

Despite their strong representa-
tionin the armed forces, “thereislit-
tle research on the impact of mili-
tary service on Black people,” Rand
said.

African Americans represent
13.4% of the overall U.S. population
and 11.7% of the roughly 18 million

American veterans, according to
Rand.

Another finding was that military
service corresponds with higher
marriage rates for Black veterans
compared with Black civilians.

Still, Black veterans do not have
economic equity compared with
white civilians and veterans, when
examining indicatorslike annualin-
come and need for food assistance,
the report said.

Black veterans also have higher
odds of experiencing chronic pain
and other ailments such as hyper-
tension and high cholesterol, when
compared with Black civilians,

Rand said.

Inthe area of suicide, Rand found
no significant difference between
Black veterans and Black civilians.
Likewise, there was no significant
difference between Black veterans
and white veterans or civilians re-
lated to suicide, the report said.

Among whites, the income pat-
tern was mixed, with male veterans
earninglessthan theircivilian coun-
terparts. By contrast, white female
veterans earned more than white fe-
male civilians.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
Twitter: @john_vandiver

Doubek:

FROM PAGE 1

Doubek had been an Air Force
intelligence officer, assigned to in-
terrogating North Vietnamese
prisoners of war in Danang from
December 1968 to late November
1969.

By the end of his tour, Doubek
was skeptical that America’s in-
tervention would succeed because
of the fortitude he had seen in pris-
oners, some of whom had been
holding out for years in the foot-
hills and mountains. One prisoner
told him each fighter subsisted on
just over a pound of rice a day,
with the occasional vegetable or
fish. “So, my sense was that they
could wait us out,” he said.

He left the Air Force in July
1971 and graduated from law
school in 1974 at age 30. The fol-
lowing year Saigon fell to the
North Vietnamese.

‘What about a memorial?”

American involvement in South
Vietnam slowly lost public sup-
port in the late 1960s, and many
were glad to leave the failed war
behind. Some Vietnam veterans
felt they too were left behind.

“I began to hear that Vietnam
veterans were having problems
readjusting,” Doubek recalled of
the mid-1970s. “I wasn’t getting
much satisfaction out of being a
lawyer so I thought maybe I could
help some guys with bad-conduct
discharges or something.”

He began providing legal assis-
tance to members of the Vietnam
Veterans of America in their pur-
suit for better benefits for treating
post-traumatic stress.

Doubek and a cofounder of VVA
decided to attend a meeting at the
National Conference of Mayors in
Washington, D.C., in April 1979,
which roughly coincided with
Vietnam Veterans Day instituted
five years earlier.

“We thought maybe we could
use that as a hook to get publicity
for veterans’ needs,” Doubek said.
“And while I was at the meeting,

‘There needs to be recognition of the service’

Joe GRoMELSKI/Special to Stars and Stripes

Memorial Day at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, May
30, 2022. Project director Robert Doubek said he initially envisioned
“a very simple marker.” It would become anything but that.

this guy who’d been sitting all
alone in the back stood up and he
said, ‘What about a memorial?’ ”

The idea and the voice belonged
to Jan Scruggs, a decorated Army
rifleman, who became the driving
force behind the memorial. But on
that day, fellow attendees dismis-
sed the notion, believing that bet-
ter benefits were what was need-
ed, Doubek said.

“But it resonated with me,” he
recalled.

“In law school and in the social
atmosphere of Washington, D.C, it
was almost like a negative thing to
be a Vietnam veteran,” he said.
“So, I thought what people needed
was recognition. There needs to
be recognition of the service.”

Doubek approached Scruggs
and helped him set up a nonprofit
corporation, Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, which could be
used as a vehicle for fundraising
and contracting.

A simple design

As they embarked on the effort,
Doubek said he envisioned “a very
simple marker.”

It would become anything but
that.

Congress authorized a two-acre
site next to the Lincoln Memorial
in July 1980 for its construction.

The Memorial Fund chose the
design through a national compe-
tition that garnered 1,421 designs
by the March 30, 1981, deadline.

In a 2019 interview with Army
Times, Scruggs described most of
the entries as ‘“architecturally
complex.”

“One was a giant flag where you
would walk down the stripes and
all names would be on big lily
pads, and they would be contin-
ually read over a loudspeaker sys-
tem,” Scruggs said. “There was
the 400-foot-tall Army helmet
with a bullet hole in the center and
all the names on dog tags. One had
a helicopter on a pole, crashing
down, with all the names around
it.”

The selection jury, however,
chose a simple design by Maya
Lin, who at the time was still an
undergraduate at Yale University.

Her design, a wall of black gran-
ite with inscribed names, bereft of

statues and ornamentation, met
almost immediate opposition
from those who envisioned a more
traditional monument in the style
of the Iwo Jima flag-raising de-
picted in the U.S. Marine Corps
War Memorial.

A leading critic was Texas bil-
lionaire Ross Perot, a Navy veter-
an who had initially supported the
effort with a donation of $171,000.

Perot described the proposed
memorial to reporters as “a tomb-
stone” and that many veterans re-
garded it as “an apology, not a me-
morial.”

Some called it a “black gash of
shame,” Doubek said.

“The thing completely blew out
of proportion, insofar as the Wall
became a Rorschach inkblot test
for unresolved feelings about the
war,” Scruggs told Smithsonian
Magazine in a 2002 interview.

‘Let’s get this done’

Political opposition slowed the
required construction approval by
the U.S. Department of Interior,
said Doubek, who hit his lowest
point on March 10, 1982, his birth-
day.

“We were trying to get the
building permit out of the interior
secretary, James T. Watt,” he
said.

“And I thought, you know, what
am I doing? I’'m 38 years old. I
don’t have a career. I don’t have a
wife. I don’t have a family. I’ve
spent the last three years working
on this. If this fails, I'm, I'm, you
know, up the creek.

“That was the only day I lost
faith,” he said.

Interior’s approval letter ar-
rived the next day.

“Frankly, I was ashamed of my-
self,” Doubek said.

Five days later he picked up the
building permit from the National
Park Service and called Scruggs
from a payphone.

“I got the damn permit,” Dou-
bek recalled telling him. “Call the
construction company. Call the
architect. Let’s get it done.”

Doubek, fearing a lawsuit might
delay the project, insisted the con-
tractor begin immediately tearing
up the sidewalk and grass at the
site.

“Because under the law, an in-
junction preserves the status
quo,” he said. “We still had Perot,
a billionaire, sitting out there with
all the money in the world to hire a
lawyer. He could have at any point
come in and tried to screw us
again. So we wanted the status quo
to be ‘under construction.” ”

Under a compromise between
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund and critics of the design, a
statue of three warfighters and a
flagpole were erected and dedica-
ted in 1984 near the entry to the
site.

Looking for names

Doubek recalled the wall’s dedi-
cation as “hushed and quiet, and
extremely reverent.”

“The atmosphere in front of the
wall was like being in a cathedral,”
he said. “I think it was sort of like
an epiphany for people to go there.
People just couldn’t stop them-
selves from going to the wall and
touching the wall, looking for
names.”

The sight of family members,
friends and battlefield comrades
searching for names, sometimes
tracing them on paper, has over
the decades become as iconic as
the wall itself.

With the passing of years, Dou-
bek has come to feel that the acri-
mony around the project — which
had so ground down his spirit by
the time it was dedicated — had
probably helped get it over the fin-
ish line.

“I remember when all of the
rancor began to happen over the
design, we got more publicity and
our fundraising actually started to
increase,” he said. “Maybe it was
cathartic for the country to go
through this debate.”

olson.wyatt@stripes.com
Twitter: @WyattwOlson
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3 saillors
get medals
for rescue

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

Three Navy sailors have re-
ceived commendation medals for
saving a man’s life after an acci-
dent at a U.S. military base in Ita-
ly, officials said Tuesday.

The sailors were performing
routine duties and preparing for
training at Naval Support Activity
Naples two weeks ago when a man
who’d been tying down a forklift
fell off a truck and injured his
head.

Two of the sailors, Petty Officer
2nd Class Xavier Escalante and
Petty Officer 2nd Class Nikolas
Bullock, witnessed the accident
and “sprang into action immedi-
ately,” the Navy said.

“The first thing I thought when
he fell was to get out of our [veh-
icle] and see if he was OK,” Bull-
ock said in a statement.

“I saw his eyes roll to the back of
his head, he wasn’t breathing and
he started to turn purple,” Esca-
lante added. “I started adminis-
tering CPR.”

Navy officials said one of the

AaLivaH Essex/U.S. Navy

From left, Lt. Cmdr. Alexander Lamis, U.S. Naval Support Activity
Naples security officer; Petty Officer 2nd Class Xavier Escalante;
Petty Officer 3rd Class Sarah Meader; Petty Officer 2nd Class
Nikolas Bullock; and Capt. James Stewart, the commanding officer at

NSA Naples.

men continued CPR and chest
compressions while the other
went to call for help. A short time
later, the injured man regained
consciousness and started breath-
ing.

Around that time, Petty Officer
3rd Class Sarah Meader brought a
first-aid kit and stabilized the in-
jured man’s neck until emergency
medics arrived.

All three sailors were awarded
the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal on Tuesday.

“These sailors embody the
courage the Navy looks for in our

fighting force,” Capt. James Stew-
art, the base’s commanding offi-
cer, said in a statement. “You nev-
er know when the call to action
comes. It could be on a carrier in
hostile waters or as you’re driving
down your home street. For that, I
am proud for their performance
and it was an honor to award them
for their efforts.”

Naval Support Activity Naples
is home to U.S. Naval Forces Eu-
rope and the 6th Fleet.

ware@doug.stripes.com

S. Korea general thanks US
troops for crowd surge aid

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — The top general in South
Koreain a letter Friday to the com-
mander of U.S. Forces Korea
thanked American troops who res-
cued victims trapped in the Itae-
won crowd surge that killed 156
people.

Gen. Kim Seung Kyum, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, ex-
pressed his “profound gratitude”
toward the U.S. service members
“for their act of valor in saving the
lives of 30 Korean civilians”
trapped in the fatal surge Oct. 29 in
Seoul, according to the letter to U.S.
Army Gen. Paul LaCamera posted
on USFK’s Facebook page Thurs-
day.

Kim’s letter does not identify the
soldiers but states they all “are the
ultimate embodiments of the word
‘hero’ and complete personifica-
tions of the spirit of our [South Ko-
rea]-U.S. alliance.”

Jarmil Taylor, Dane Beathard
and Jerome Augusta, three sol-
diers stationed in Camp Casey,
South Korea, told Agence France-
Presse that they pulled people from

the crowd after becoming aware of
the danger, according to an Oct. 30
report from the news outlet.

Four days later, South Korea’s
Yonhap News reported that an uni-
dentified South Korean man recog-
nized the three Americans. One of
the soldiers, according to Yonhap,
“rescued him from the crowd as if
pulling radishes from a field.”

“While we continue to receive
heartbreaking news from the inci-
dent, our people are deeply moved
by the heroic tales of these USFK
service members,” Kim said in the
letter. “The citizens who were res-
cued by these gentlemen are call-
ing them lifesavers, and wide-
spread praise from our citizens are
sweeping our nation.”

The crowd of revelers surged in-
to a narrow, sloping alley during
Halloween festivities in a nightlife
district of the city. Twenty-six of
the victims were foreigners, in-
cluding two Americans.

U.S. military police stationed in
nearby Yongsan Garrison were al-
so at the scene providing first aid
and assisting with crowd control,
USFK spokesman Wesley Hayes
previously told Stars and Stripes.
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Study tracks military emissions worldwide

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The world’s militaries are re-
sponsible for 5.5% of all green-
house gas emissions and collec-
tively produce more carbon diox-
ide per year than nearly every
country, according to new data re-
leased Thursday.

“The scale of these emissions is
so large that concerted action to
reduce them is necessary by all
governments,” the authors of the
report said in a statement released
with the findings.

The report concluded that mil-
itary personnel in North America,
and an area it refers to as Eurasia,
which includes Russia and Uk-

raine, each produced an average
of 13 tons of greenhouse gases per
year as of 2020. The figure is ex-
pected to be higher following Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February.

Personnel in Asia and Oceania,
the Middle East and North Africa
produced an average of 9 tons per
year; and personnel in Europe
produced an average of S tons per
year. Total emissions figures also
accounted for aircraft and me-
chanical emissions, as well as sup-
ply chains.

There is growing concern
among environmentalists over the
extent to which militaries contrib-
ute to climate change, which long
has been difficult to determine be-

cause of a lack of data collected
and distributed by the militaries
themselves.

But two Britain-based organiza-
tions, Scientists for Global Re-
sponsibility and the Conflict and
Environment Observatory, devel-
oped a methodology to estimate a
total for the world and its main po-
litical regions.

Militaries have a combined car-
bon footprint larger than that of all
but three countries: China, the
U.S. and India, they determined.

“The world’s militaries and
wars are a very significant but ne-
glected source of carbon pollution,
and these emissions are almost
certainly rising with the Ukraine
war and the resulting internation-

al increase in military spending,”
said Stuart Parkinson, executive
director of Scientists for Global
Responsibility and the lead author
of the report.

The 2015 Paris Agreement
made military emission reporting
voluntary, meaning there are sig-
nificant gaps in the data submitted
to the United Nations.

Many countries do not provide
any data, including top-10 military
spenders India, Saudi Arabia and
South Korea.

Because militaries pollute more
than any other institution in most
countries, environmentalists fear
that the lack of data could serious-
ly hamper efforts to tackle climate
change caused by rising emis-

sions.

Researchers acknowledged in
the report that they made “a num-
ber of assumptions” because of
the lack of available data.

But they did not include emis-
sions arising from impacts of wars
such as fires, other damage to in-
frastructure and ecosystems,
post-conflict reconstruction, and
health care for survivors and the-
refore consider their findings
“conservative.”

The full report, including infor-
mation about the researchers’
methodology, can be viewed at
http://ceobs.org.

wellman.phillip@stripes.com
Twitter: @pwwellman

PaoLo Bovo/U.S. Army

A U.S. Army paratrooper assigned to the 173rd Airborne Brigade prepares a M249 light machine gun for
firing as part of the Expert Infantryman Badge, Expert Soldier Badge and Expert Field Medical Badge
training at Caserma Del Din, Vicenza, Italy, on Oct. 28.

Experts: S0

FROM PAGE 1

Most were with the 173rd In-
fantry Brigade, which hosted the
event, along with some Southern
European Task Force, Africa
troops, Germany-based units and
some foreign NATO allies.

The soldiers undergo days of
testing on weapons, navigation,
medical treatment and evacua-
tions, patrol and physical train-
ing. The three tests vary, but the
troops all must complete a 12-
mile ruck march in three hours or
less.

“If a candidate performs a task
out of sequence or fails to meet
the time standard on any portion
of a task, the candidate will be
stopped immediately and in-
formed why the candidate is a
NO-GO,” according to the Expert
Soldier Badge manual. The sol-
dier gets one more chance before
being disqualified.

Just 42% of the 494 U.S. infan-
try-branch soldiers aiming to get
their Expert Infantryman Badges
did so. Of S3 foreign NATO
troops, 36 earned badges.

Thirty-one percent of the 218
medical branch troops who
sought the Expert Field Medical
Badge succeeded, which is a rela-
tively high showing. Capt. Rob
Haake, a 173rd Brigade spokes-
man, said passing percentages on
all three tests had been trending
higher in recent years.

The 619 soldiers going for the
Expert Soldier Badge, available
to assorted troops since 2019, had
the lowest pass rate at 29%.

Two years ago, Capt. Connor
Houston, aiming for his Expert
Infantryman Badge, was almost
done when he failed to properly
secure a mock casualty to a spine
board twice. “My brain was
mush,” he said.

diers undergo days of testing

The next year he tried again.
“Everything was great and then I
got COVID,” he said.

But this time, going for his Ex-
pert Soldier Badge since he’d
switched from infantry to fi-
nance, everything came together.
He literally talked himself
through it. “I like to tell a story,”
he said. “Hey, buddy, are you
alive? Oh my God, my friend’s
dead,” ” Houston said during the
medical portion of his testing.

Houston said he was ready for
a nap following a ceremony
Wednesday.

Perez was winding down with
bites of rotisserie chicken still in
its bag and reveling in beating the
test.

“No one can ever take this
away from me,” she said, “and I
don’t ever have to do it again.”

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

Japan, US hold joint
arms drills amid China,
North Korea tensions

Associated Press

TOKYO —Japan and the United
States began a major joint military
exercise Thursday in southern Ja-
pan as the allies aim to step up rea-
diness in the face of China’s in-
creasing assertiveness and North
Korea’s intensifying  missile
launches.

The biennial “Keen Sword”
drills kicked off at a Japanese air
base in southern Japan and were
alsoheld at multiple otherlocations
in and around Japan. They will run
through Nov. 19.

About 26,000 Japanese and
10,000 American troops, as well as
30 vessels and 370 aircraft from
both sides, are to participate in the
drills, according to the Japanese
Defense Ministry. Australia, Bri-
tain and Canada will also join parts
of the drills, it said.

Joint field training that includes
amphibious landing exercises are
planned on southwestern Japanese
remote islands, including Toku-
noshima, Amami and Tsutarajima,
as Japan has been bolstering its de-
fense capability in the region amid
growing tensions over China.

China has reinforced its claims
to virtually the entire South China
Sea by constructing artificial is-
lands equipped with military in-
stallations and airfields. Beijing al-

so claims a string of islands that are
controlled by Japanin the East Chi-
na Sea, and has stepped up military
harassment of self-ruled Taiwan,
which it says is part of China to be
annexed by force if necessary.

The joint exercise also comes on
the heels of intensifying missile fir-
ings by North Korea, which has
launched more than 30 of them this
year, including one on Wednesday
that fell in the sea between the Ko-
rean Peninsula and Japan.

Last month, an intercontinental
ballistic missile flew over northern
Japan.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
citing worsening security in the re-
gion, has pledged to substantially
increase Japanese military capa-
bility and possibly allow pre-emp-
tive strike capability to attack ene-
my missile launch sites from afar.
The plans are expected to be in-
cluded in a revised national secur-
ity strategy and mid- to long-term
defense guidelines later this year.

A move to develop strike capa-
bility is a major shift for Japan’s
self-defense-only principle,
though the country has rapidly ex-
panded its military’s role and capa-
bility in the past decade to work
more closely with the United States
and other partners in the region
and Europe.
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ISIS adherent sentenced to 17 years in bomb plot

By KYLE ALVAREZ
Stars and Stripes

A Pittsburgh man who plotted
to bomb a local church out of a
desire to show support for Islamic
State was sentenced this week to
a 17-year prison term.

Mustafa Mousab Alowemer,
24, who is originally from Syria
and came to the United States,
had shared his plan with an un-
dercover FBI agent who he
thought was an ISIS adherent.

The sentence was handed down
Tuesday after he pleaded guilty to
charges of providing material
support to a terrorist group last
year in federal court.

“Alowemer’s plan to conduct
an attack at a church in Pitts-

burgh and inspire other ISIS sup-
porters in the United States was
unsuccessful thanks to the effort
of law enforcement officials at
both the federal and state level,”
Robert Wells, the assistant direc-
tor of the FBI’s counterterrorism
unit, said in a Justice Department
statement Wednesday.

Alowemer’s intended target
was a Nigerian Christian church,
which he chose because he
sought to “take revenge for our
(ISIS) brothers in Nigeria,” ac-
cording to court documents.

He told investigators he wanted
to encourage other ISIS sympa-
thizers to commit similar terro-
rist acts throughout the United
States.

Sailor indicted in Japan
in July incident in which
4 were injured at beach

By ALEX WILSON
AND HanA KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — Japanese prosecutors
on Tuesday indicted a U.S. sailor
accused of injuring several peo-
ple by charging into them at a
popular beach near the home-
port of the U.S. 7th Fleet.

Daniel Krieger, 29, was
charged with bodily injury of
four people, a spokesman for the
Yokohama District Public Pros-
ecutor’s Office in Yokosuka city
told Stars and Stripes by phone
Thursday. The spokesman pro-
vided the sailor’s name in Japa-
nese but declined to specify his
assigned unit and rank.

Japanese government spokes-
people are customarily required
to speak to the media on condi-
tion of anonymity.

A spokesman for Yokosuka
Naval Base, Randall Baucom, on
Oct. 25 confirmed the sailor is
stationed there but declined
comment Thursday on the in-
dictment.

The charges stem from a July
9 incident in Zushi in which
Krieger allegedly slammed
physically into a group of five
people from behind and
knocked them down, according
to the prosecutor’s spokesman.

The indictment alleges Krieg-
er then kicked a 33-year-old per-
son in the back, spraining their
cervical and lumbar vertebrae,
the spokesman said. Kanagawa
Prefectural Police on Oct. 24
identified the 33-year-old as a
man from Tokyo.

The sailor also allegedly
slammed into another 33-year-
old, who fell backward into a 25-
year-old. Those people were not
identified by gender by the po-

lice or prosecutors.

Krieger then allegedly kicked
the second 33-year-old in the
face, causing an abrasion to
their right eyelid. The 25-year-
old suffered an abrasion to their
right hand, the spokesman said.

Prosecutors said Krieger also
allegedly knocked down a S8-
year-old whom police identified
as a woman. She suffered a bro-
ken upper jaw, a broken nasal
bone and other facial injuries,
according to prosecutors.

Kanagawa police on Oct. 21
recommended charging Krieger
with bodily injury of five indi-
viduals, but prosecutors indict-
ed him on four, the spokesman
said.

The Zushi Municipal Assemb-
ly passed a unanimous resolu-
tion Sept. 6 demanding the U.S.
military apologize for the inci-
dent, compensate the injured
and increase oversight of ser-
vice members at Zushi Beach,
7Y miles west of the naval base.

“The incident is a serious
criminal act that Zushi city has
not experienced in recent
years,” the resolution said. “It is
absolutely unacceptable that it
caused fear and anxiety; not just
to the victims, but to Zushi citi-
zens.”

The resolution also urged the
U.S. military to educate its ser-
vice members on Japanese law
and discourage them from visit-
ing Zushi.

U.S. Forces Japan acknowl-
edged a request for comment on
the resolution on Thursday but
didn’t respond by the close of
business.

wilson.alex@stripes.com
Twitter: @AlexMNWilson
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto

The plot began in 2019, when
Alowemer gave documents about
building improvised explosive
devices to an undercover FBI
agent. He expected the bombing
to happen in July of that year.

The materials he handed over
included maps of the church’s lo-
cation marked with routes to and

from the church, the DOJ state-
ment said.

He also bought such items as
nails and acetone, which he gave
to the undercover agent with the
expectation that they would be
used to make the bomb, accord-
ing to the statement.

Alowemer met with the agent

four times in 2019. Investigators
said he insisted on one final meet-
ing in June of that year before go-
ing through with his plan, and he
was arrested then, the Justice De-
partment said.

alvarez.kyle@stripes.com
Twitter: @Kal2931
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Russian troops hegin retreat from Kherson

By Sam MEDNICK
AND YURAS KARMANAU
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia said its
troops began pulling out of a stra-
tegic Ukrainian city on Thursday
amid growing signs it was follow-
ing through on a retreat that would
mark a turning point in the grind-
ing war.

Ukrainian officials acknowl-
edged Moscow’s forces had no
choice but to flee Kherson but re-
mained cautious, fearing an am-
bush. It was difficult to know what
was happening in the industrial
port city, from which tens of thou-
sands have fled in recent weeks
and where remaining residents are
frightened to leave their homes.

A forced pullout from Kherson
— the only provincial capital Mos-
cow has captured — would mark
one of Russia’s worst setbacks yet,
recalling their retreat from the
capital in the early days of the war.

Recapturing Kherson could al-
low Ukraine to win back lost terri-
tory in the south, including Cri-
mea, which Moscow illegally
seized in 2014. A Russian retreat is
also almost certain to raise domes-

tic pressure on the Kremlin to es-
calate the conflict.

The Russian Defense Ministry
reported Thursday a “maneuver of
units of the Russian group” to the
opposite side of the Dnieper River
from where Kherson lies — a day
after the minister ordered a troop
withdrawal during a choreo-
graphed briefing by his top general
carried on state TV.

Some Western observers, in-
cluding the highest-ranking U.S.
military officer, said they believed
the Kremlin’s forces have been
forced to pull out — though a full
withdrawal could take some time.

And on Thursday, Ukrainian of-
ficials appeared to soften their
skepticism somewhat. The armed
forces commander-in-chief, Vale-
riy Zaluzhny, said that “the enemy
had no other choice but to resort to
fleeing,” since Kyiv’s army has de-
stroyed supply systems and dis-
rupted Russia’s military command
in the area. Zaluzhny also noted re-
cent Ukrainian advances, saying
that Kyiv’s forces have retaken 41
settlements in the Kherson region
since Oct. 1, including 12 just on
Wednesday.

LiBkos/AP

A Ukrainian serviceman reacts as a self-propelled artillery vehicle is
prepared to be fired Wednesday in Donetsk region, Ukraine.

Still, he said that Ukrainian mil-
itary could not confirm or deny that
Russian forces were indeed with-
drawing.

UKkrainian presidential adviser
Mykhailo Podolyak, meanwhile,
offered another reason to be wary
of any pullback: He alleged Rus-
sian forces had laid mines through-
out Kherson, saying they wanted to

turn it into a “city of death.”

Residents said that the city was
completely deserted Thursday and
that explosions could occasionally
be heard from the area of the Anto-
nivskyi Bridge — a key crossing
point on the Dnieper River that has
been repeatedly targeted by Uk-
rainian bombardment.

“Life in the city seems to have

stopped, everyone has disap-
peared somewhere and no one
knows what will happen next,” said
Konstantin, who insisted that his
last name to be withheld for secur-
ity reasons. “Only people with
demining equipment are walking
around in Kherson, but there are
not many of them.”

Russian flags have disappeared
from the city’s administrative
buildings, and there is no sign of
the Russian military personnel
who earlier moved into the apart-
ments of evacuated residents, he
said.

Ukrainian officials have been
cautious throughout the war in de-
claring any victories against a Rus-
sian force that at least initially out-
gunned and outmanned them.

NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg was also guarded
Thursday, insisting the West need-
ed to wait and see “how the situa-
tion on the ground develops in the
coming days.”

“But what is clear is that Russia
is under heavy pressure. And if
they leave Kherson, it would be an-
other victory for Ukraine,” he said
at a press briefing in Rome.

Army: Soldiers from 1st Cavalry, 3rd
and 4th Infantry to deploy to Europe

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

Soldiers from the Army’s 1st Cav-
alry Division and its 3rd and 4th In-
fantry Divisions will deploy to Eu-
rope later this year to replace other
U.S.-based units deployed to the
Continent amid the monthslong
Russian invasion of Ukraine, ser-
vice officials announced Wednes-
day.

The 2nd Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team of the 1st Cavalry Division
from Fort Hood, Texas, the 4th In-
fantry Division Headquarters and
Sustainment Brigade from Fort
Carson, Colo., and the 3rd Combat
Aviation Brigade of the 3rd Infantry
Division from Hunter Army Air-
field, Ga., will all deploy in support
of Operation Atlantic Resolve, the
service said in a series of state-
ments. The new deployments ex-
pected in the coming months will
maintain the Pentagon’s increased
troop presence in Europe, where
U.S. troops have been training with
NATO partners — especially along
the alliance’s eastern flank — sine
Russia’s late February attack of Uk-
raine.

The deployments will keep
American troop levels at about
100,000 — up about 20,000 Ameri-
can service members since Russia
began amassing forces along Uk-
raine’s borders. It will also maintain
two armored brigade combat teams
of some 4,200 soldiers each on the
Continent — firepower that Europe

had not seen in decades before the
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team
of the 3rd Infantry Division from
Fort Stewart, Ga., deployed on al-
most no notice in early March, just
days after the invasion.

The 2nd Armored Brigade of 1st
Cavalry Division will replace the di-
vision’s 3rd Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team, which deployed in the
summer to replace the Fort Stewart
brigade. In its announcement, the
Army described the upcoming de-
ployment as “a regular rotation of
forces,” indicating the service in-
tends to maintain two tank brigades
in Europe for the foreseeable fu-
ture. The 2nd Armored Brigade
Combat Team of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision from Fort Riley, Kan., will be
the other U.S.-based tank brigade in
Europe when the upcoming troop
rotations happen.

The Army described the other
deployments as regular troop rota-
tions, as well.

The 3rd Combat Aviation Bri-
gade will replace the 1st Armored
Division’s Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, which will return to Fort Bliss,
Texas, after completing its tour, ac-
cording to Army officials.

The Fort Carson, Colo.-based 4th
Infantry Division Headquarters
will replace the roughly 300 soldiers
of the 1st Infantry Division Head-
quarters, which will return to Fort
Riley, the Army said. The 4th Infan-
try Division’s Sustainment Brigade
will replace the 1st Infantry Divi-

sion’s Sustainment Brigade, which
will also return to Fort Riley.

In separate statements, leaders of
each of the units set to deploy said
their soldiers were properly trained
and prepared to bolster NATO’s ef-
forts to deter Russian aggression.

They deploy as the war in Uk-
raine has lasted more than eight
months, but as Russian troops have
struggled to maintain their hold on
areas in the country’s south and
east. Russia on Wednesday an-
nounced its troops would retreat
from the southern Ukrainian port
city of Kherson, which it captured in
early March. It’s the latest win for
Ukrainian forces, which have re-
captured much of the nation’s south
and west since launching a counter-
offensive in September.

Maj. Gen. David Hodne, the com-
mander of the 4th Infantry Division,
said many of the deploying troops
have experience operating in Eu-
rope, where the United States has
maintained the Atlantic Resolve
mission since 2014, when Russia il-
legally annexed the Crimean Penin-
sula from Ukraine.

“In addition to deploying expert
soldiers, leaders and formations,
the division’s previous experience
in Europe will enable rapid partner-
ing with allies in this dynamic se-
curity environment,” Hodne said in
a statement.

dickstein.corey@stripes.com
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC

Officials: US sending

Ukraine an additional
$400M in military aid

By LoLita C. BALDOR
AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. will
send $400 million more in military
aid to Ukraine, several U.S. offi-
cials said Thursday, amid con-
cerns that financial assistance for
the war against Russia could de-
cline a bit if Republicans take con-
trol of Congress.

An announcement was expect-
ed Thursday, as the vote counting
from Tuesday’s election contin-
ues, with Republicans inching
closer to a narrow House majority
and with control of the Senate
hinging on tight races in Arizona,

Nevada and Georgia.
According to officials, the aid
package will contain large

amounts of ammunition and, for
the first time, highly mobile Aven-
ger Air Defense Systems. Officials
said there will be ammunition for
the High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems, known as HIMARS,
which Ukraine has been success-
fully using in its counteroffensive
against Russia. There also will be
mortars and missiles for the Hawk
surface-to-air anti-aircraft sys-
tem.

The additional ammunition and
air defense capabilities come as
Russian troops began pulling out
of the key Ukrainian city of Kher-

son, in a widening retreat that
could mark a turning point in the
war. Kherson is the only provin-
cial capital that Moscow captured,
and the Russian withdrawal could
allow Ukraine to win back territo-
ry in the south that it had lost. Uk-
rainian officials acknowledged
that Moscow’s forces had no
choice but to flee Kherson but re-
mained cautious, fearing an am-
bush.

Including the latest aid, the U.S.
has committed more than $18.6
billion in weapons and other
equipment to Ukraine since Rus-
sia attacked on Feb. 24. The new
package of aid will be done under
presidential drawdown authority,
which allows the Pentagon to take
weapons from its own stock and
quickly ship them to Ukraine, offi-
cials said.

The officials spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss details
of a package not yet made public.

When asked about ongoing aid
to Ukraine on Wednesday, Presi-
dent Joe Biden expressed opti-
mism that it will go on, even if Re-
publicans take control of one or
both houses of Congress.

“IThope we’ll continue this bipar-
tisan approach of confronting Rus-
sia’s aggression in Ukraine,” the
Democratic president told report-
ers.
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Sprawling Tropical Storm
Nicole drenches

By TERRY SPENCER
AND FREIDA FRISARO
Associated Press

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Tropical
Storm Nicole sent multiple homes
toppling into the Atlantic Ocean
Thursday and threatened a row of
high rise condominiums in places
where Hurricane Ian washed away
seawalls and other remaining pro-
tections only weeks ago.

“Multiple coastal homes in Wil-
bur-by-the-Sea have collapsed and
several other properties are at im-
minent risk,” Volusia County Sher-
iff Mike Chitwood said in a social
media message. In the Daytona
Beach area, most bridges to the
beachside have been closed to all
but essential personnel and a cur-
few was put into effect, he said.

Wilbur-by-the-Sea is an unincor-
porated community on a barrier is-
land with only beachfront homes.
Next doorin Daytona Beach Shores,
a strip of high-rise condominiums
were evacuated ahead of Nicole’s
landfall because their seawalls had
collapsed and the beach was mostly
washed away.

Nicole covered nearly the entire
weather-weary state of Florida
while also reaching into Georgia
and the Carolinas before dawn on
Thursday. Tropical storm-force
winds extended as far as 450 miles
from the center in some directions
as Nicole turned northward over
central Florida.

Initial damage assessments
showed how Nicole left multiple
beachfront properties teetering
over the water. The Volusia Sher-
iff’s Office posted a photo of a house
where erosion had undermined the
ground up to its main ocean-facing
wall. A roof-covered deck jutted out

Fla., Ga.

1 ]
. '| = =)
£ e \ l I
miﬁ:__ g f:'—:—
= ?
3:
e ;-_"_.-_‘Ih;.___ X
- - 3
e -(!'.‘=F :
e e - =
i - g o ¢

Joe CAVARETTA, SouTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL/AP
Tropical Storm Nicole makes landfall near Vero Beach, Fla. as a

hurricane early Thursday.

over the eroded slope supported on
narrow timbers.

Krista Dowling Goodrich, who
manages 130 rental homesin Dayto-
na Beach Shores as director of sales
and marketing at Salty Dog Vaca-
tions, witnessed the beachfront dis-
appear behind some of the proper-
ties as evacuations were under way
just ahead of the storm. She was try-
ing to reach the scene Thursday
morning to see how they fared.

In Daytona Beach Shores, where
the city’s Beach Safety Ocean Res-
cue building collapsed onto the re-
maining strip of sand, officials
deemed multiple multi-story coas-
tal residential buildings unsafe, and

went door-to-door telling people to
grab their possessions and leave.

“These were the tall high-rises.
So the people who wouldn’t leave,
they were physically forcing them
out because it’s not safe,” Goodrich
said.

Nicole made landfall as a Catego-
ry 1 hurricane at about 3 a.m. Thurs-
day near Vero Beach, but caused no
significant damage there, officials
said Thursday.

The storm left south Florida sun-
ny and calm as it moved up the pen-
insula, but could dump as much as 6
inches of rain over Blue Ridge
Mountains by Friday, the hurricane
center said.

Navy engineer, wife sentenced in
nuclear submarine espionage case

By JouN RaBy
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, W.Va.—Citing
the “great danger” that a Navy en-
gineer and his wife posed to U.S.
security, a federal judge gave both
of them lengthy prison terms
Wednesday for a plottosell secrets
about nuclear submarines to what
they thought was a representative
of a foreign government.

U.S. District Judge Gina Groh,
whoin Augustrejectedearlier plea
agreements that had called for re-
duced sentencing guidelines, sen-
tenced Jonathan Toebbe to more
than 19 years and his wife, Diana
Toebbe, to nearly 22 years. The
sentences were handed down on
Jonathan Toebbe’s 44th birthday.

The Annapolis, Md., couple and
their attorneys described the de-
fendants’ struggles with mental
health issues and alcohol and said
they were anxious about the na-
tion’s political climate when they
sold secrets in exchange for
$100,000 in cryptocurrency.

Groh said their tale “reads like a
crime novel or a movie script” and
that Jonathan Toebbe’s “actions
and greedy self-serving intentions
placed military service members
at sea and every citizen of this
country in a vulnerable position
and at risk of harm from adversar-
ies.”

Diana Toebbe, who admitted
acting as a lookout for her hus-
band, received an enhanced sen-

tence after the judge disclosed
during the couple’s combined five-
hour sentencing hearing that Dia-
na Toebbe tried to send her hus-
band two letters from jail.

The letters, which were read in
court, were intercepted before
they could be delivered. In one of
them, Diana Toebbe told her hus-
band to flush the letter down a toi-
let after reading it. She encour-
aged him to lie about her involve-
ment in the scheme and say she
“didn’tknow anything about any of
this.”

The judge said she lacked genu-
ine remorse and didn’t take re-
sponsibility for her actions.

“This is an exceptional story,
right out of the movies,” Groh said.
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Traffic moves slowly through the snowy conditions along Interstate
80 near Truckee, Calif., on Tuesday.

Great Plains storm to
unleash hefty snowtall

By IaN L1ivINGSTON
The Washington Post

As the season’s first major win-
ter storm system shifts out of the
West and into the Great Plains,
blizzard warnings have been
hoisted for parts of the Dakotas. A
larger area of the surrounding
Northern Plains and Upper Mid-
west is under either a winter
storm watch or warning.

Snowfall, focused in the north-
ern Rockies on Wednesday morn-
ing, was expected to shift east-
ward into the Northern Plains.
The storm will rage over the Da-
kotas on Thursday before slipping
into northern Minnesota through
early Friday.

By the time the storm passes, a
large swath of 6-12 or more inches
of snow is expected to stretch from
Montana to northwest Minnesota.
Areas of central North Dakota
could see as much as a foot and a
half.

Rain and mountain snow
pounded California and parts of
the intermountain west on Elec-
tion Day.

Several feet of snow fell in the
Sierra Nevada, including 29 inch-
es in Wishon and 28 inches near
Devils Postpile. The Central Sier-
ra Snow Lab tweeted that it re-

ceived 34.3 inches, boosting
2022’s precipitation to 115% of nor-
mal.

At lower elevations, numerous
locations in California set daily
rainfall records Tuesday, includ-
ing Los Angeles, with 1.31 inches.

To the east, in the Tetons and to-
ward Yellowstone and surround-
ing high elevations of Wyoming
and Montana, snowfall of 1-2 feet
was recorded. Snow continued to
fall Wednesday in many of these
areas.

New areas of snow were break-
ing out across the prairies of Mon-
tana and western North Dakota on
Wednesday morning. Freezing
rain was Kicking things off to the
east of that, mainly focused on the
eastern Dakotas borderland and
into Minnesota.

“Significant snowfall accumu-
lations will be possible in some ar-
eas, and strong gusty winds com-
bined with heavy snow could pro-
duce blizzard conditions across
the Dakotas,” wrote the National
Weather Service Weather Predic-
tion Center in an overview of the
situation early Wednesday.

Blizzard warnings go into effect
in Bismarck and the surrounding
region at midnight Thursday and
continue through the day.

Sex-trafficking victim who
killed rapist back in custody

Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — An 18-
year-old sex trafficking victim
who Kkilled her rapist was being
held in an Iowa jail Wednesday
and could face a prison term after
she walked away from a Des
Moines women’s shelter where
she was serving probation for a
manslaughter conviction.

Pieper Lewis was booked into
the Polk County Jail on Tuesday,
said Polk County Sheriff Lt. Ryan
Evans.

Iowa Department of Correc-
tions officers located her in Des

Moines and took her into custody.
“We would like to thank law en-
forcement and members of Iowa’s
Sth Judicial District for their ef-
forts to safely bring Ms. Lewis
back into custody,” corrections
spokesman Nick Crawford said.
Lewis had faced a 20-year pris-
on sentence after pleading guilty
last year to involuntary man-
slaughter and willful injury in the
June 2020 killing of 37-year-old
Zachary Brooks, a married father
of two. Lewis was 15 when she
stabbed Brooks more than 30
times in a Des Moines apartment.
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Stunning draw
as Democrats
hold their own

By STEVE PEOPLES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Facing tre-
mendous headwinds and weighty
history, Democrats fought Repu-
blicans to a stunning midterm
draw.

Many Democrats went into
election night dreading how bad
their losses could be and ponder-
ing how to explain them. By
Wednesday, they had quickly
shifted into day-after hoping that

they could

actually
ANALYSIS [umeesrnSuu

voting ma-

jority in the Senate, celebrating
victories in key governors’ races,
and aware that control of the
House was still not declared.

Republicans were left grum-
bling about “candidate quality.”
Several candidates refused to
concede in races that The Asso-
ciated Press had called for their
opponents.

The final numbers might not be
known for weeks. There’s still a
chance Republicans could take
unified control of Congress, and
President Joe Biden’s ambitions
for the next two years would in-
stantly shrink. The nation’s frac-
tious political divides remained
on vivid display.

Democrats had plenty to savor
in the morning light. But as they
exhaled and Republicans lament-
ed big gains that didn’t material-
ize, there were larger problems
that both political parties will

need to address — and soon.

For the Republicans, Donald
Trump and his conspiracy-laden
politics were exposed anew as a
problem, one that this time likely
blocked his party from achieving
much bigger gains in a nationwide
election. Instead of celebrating a
red tsunami on Wednesday, Re-
publicans faced a new round of in-
fighting over Trump’s role in the
GOP and the red wave that
wasn’t.

“Every Republican in America
this morning is waking up sick to
their stomach,” said Republican
strategist David Urban, a former
Trump adviser. “Live by Trump,
die by Trump.”

Whether that assessment is
overheated will play out in the
coming weeks, starting next Tues-
day, when Trump has promised a
“major” announcement. Most
available evidence shows he is
still the most powerful figure in
his party.

Given the political and econom-
ic climate, it should not have been
difficult for Republicans to make
major gains Tuesday. Polling
showed voters were deeply pessi-
mistic about the state of the econ-
omy and the direction of the na-
tion. Biden’s approval ratings
were anemic. And history strong-
ly suggested that any party hold-
ing the White House would bear
the brunt of voter discontent.

But in several key races, the
candidates backed by Trump
stumbled.

Mariam ZuHAIB/AP

With the U.S Capitol in the background, people walk down steps on
Election Day in Washington, on Tuesday.

In battleground Pennsylvania,
Democrats won contests for Sen-
ate and governor against a pair of
Trump loyalists who embraced
his lies about the 2020 election.
Democrat John  Fetterman
pushed past concerns about his
health and his progressive poli-
cies to defeat Mehmet Oz, the ce-
lebrity TV doctor Trump picked
from a crowded Republican pri-
mary field this spring. Trump de-
fender Doug Mastriano was head-
ed toward double-digit defeat in
the governor’s race.

Colorado Rep. Lauren Boebert,
one of Trump’s loudest cheerlead-
ers in Congress, was locked in a
close race with the final votes be-
ing counted.

It was much the same in Geor-
gia, where Trump’s hand-picked
Senate nominee, former football
star Herschel Walker, was run-
ning essentially tied with Demo-
cratic Sen. Raphael Warnock

even as Republican Gov. Brian
Kemp, whom Trump opposed,
cruised to reelection.

“Clearly, we lost races we
should have won because Trump
picked flawed candidates,” said
Republican strategist Alex Co-
nant. “Georgia should have been a
slam dunk.”

“Trump’s challenge,” Conant
added, “is that with every loss, his
opposition grows stronger.”

Indeed, as Trump-backed can-
didates flailed, Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, a potential 2024 presi-
dential rival who was not en-
dorsed by Trump, scored a re-
sounding victory.

But for Democrats, a could-
have-been-worse election night
was not the same as a great one.

With several key races still too
early to call, the Republican Party
may still win control of the House
of Representatives for the next
two years of Biden’s presidency.

Defense rests in 1/6 trial of Oath Keepers leader

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for
Oath Keepers leader Stewart
Rhodes rested their case
Wednesday in his Capitol riot
trial after a man described as the
far-right extremist group’s “op-
erations leader” for Jan. 6, 2021,
told jurors that he never heard
anyone discussing plans to storm
the building.

Michael Greene, who is also
facing charges in the insurrec-
tion, waived his Fifth Amend-
ment right against self-incrimi-
nation to testify in Rhodes’ de-
fense in the seditious conspiracy
trial. He was the final witness for
the defense before Rhodes’ team
rested its case, which included

testimony from Rhodes himself.

Greene, an Army veteran who
served in Iraq, said he came to
Washington to oversee the Oath
Keepers’ security services for
right-wing figures such as Roger
Stone, longtime Donald Trump
confidant, at events before the
siege.

Seeking to counter the testimo-
ny of government witnesses,
Greene told jurors that there
wasn’t even an “implicit” plan to
attack the Capitol.

“Did you put anyone on a mis-
sion that day to enter the Capi-
tol?” defense lawyer James Lee
Bright asked him. “No,” said,
Greene, 39, of Indianapolis.

Greene took the stand in the
sixth week of testimony in the

case accusing Rhodes and four
co-defendants of a violent plot to
keep Joe Biden from the White
House. Prosecutors have argued
that the Oath Keepers came to
Washington intent on stopping
Biden from becoming president
at all costs and sprang into action
when the pro-Trump mob started
storming the Capitol on Jan. 6.
Messages read to jurors show
Rhodesin the weeks leading up to
Jan. 6 repeatedly warning of vio-
lence and the rallying his follow-
ers to fight to keep Trump in pow-
er. Authorities say Rhodes con-
tinued plotting even after the in-
surrection, presenting testimony
that shows the extremist group
leader was trying in mid-January
to get a message to then-Presi-

dent Trump urging him to contin-
ue fighting to hold his office.

In a risky move, Rhodes chose
to take the witness stand in his
defense, telling jurors there was
no plan to attack the Capitol.
Rhodes tried to distance himself
from the Oath Keepers who did
go inside, saying he believed do-
ing so was “stupid.” On cross-ex-
amination, prosecutors ques-
tioned Rhodes about his own
messages and statements, in-
cluding when he lamented days
after the riot that the Oath Keep-
ers “should have brought rifles”
on Jan. 6.

Lawyers for the four other de-
fendants still get to call witnesses
and the government has the right
to introduce rebuttal testimony.

US sees
consumer
inflation
ease slightly

By PauL WISEMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Price in-
creases moderated in the United
States last month in the latest sign
that the inflation pressures that
have gripped the nation might be
easing as the economy slows and
Americans grow more cautious.

Consumer inflation reached
7.7% in October from a year ear-
lier and 0.4% from September, the
government said Thursday. The
year-over-year increase, down
from 8.2% in September, was the
smallest rise since January. Strip-
ping out volatile food and energy
prices, “core" inflation rose 6.3%
in the past 12 months and 0.3%
from September.

The numbers were all lower
than economists had expected.

Helping to ease inflation from
September to October were used
car prices, which dropped for a
fourth straight month. Clothing
and medical care also fell. Food
price increases slowed. By con-
trast, energy prices rebounded in
October after declines in August
and September.

Consumer inflation reached
7.7% in October from a year ear-
lier and 0.4% from September, the
government said Thursday. The
year-over-year increase, down
from 8.2% in September, was the
smallest rise since January. Strip-
ping out volatile food and energy
prices, “core" inflation rose 6.3%
in the past 12 months and 0.3%
from September.

“We expect this to mark the
start of amuch longer disinflation-
ary trend that we think will con-
vince the Fed to halt its (hikes)
early next year,” said Paul Ash-
worth, chief North American
economist at Capital Economics, a
consulting firm. “With supply
shortages normalizing, deflation-
ary pressure is now finally show-
ing up.”

Many economists have warned
that in continuing to tighten credit,
the central bank could spark a re-
cession by next year. The Fed has
already raised its benchmark in-
terest rate six times in sizable in-
crements this year, heightening
the risk that prohibitively high
borrowing rates homes for homes,
autos and other big-ticket items,
will tip the world’s largest econo-
my into recession.

Some economists believe the
most recent data shows the hikes
are beginning to achieve their
purpose, though the Fed needs to
see further evidence.

“The data will be welcome news
for the (Fed), finally showing
some response in prices” to the
rate increases, said Rubeela Fa-
rooqi, chief U.S. economist at
High Frequency Economics.
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Iran protests rage on streets as officials renew threats

By JoN GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Protests in Iran raged on streets
into Thursday with demonstrators
remembering a bloody crackdown
in the country’s southeast, even as
the nation’s intelligence minister
and army chief renewed threats
against local dissent and the
broader world.

The protests in Iran, sparked by
the Sept. 16 death of a 22-year-old

woman after her detention by the
country’s morality police, have
grown into one of the largest sus-
tained challenges to the nation’s
theocracy since the chaotic
months after its 1979 Islamic Rev-
olution.

At least 328 people have been
killed and 14,825 others arrested in
the unrest, according to Human
Rights Activists in Iran, a group
that’s been monitoring the protests
over their 54 days. Iran’s govern-

ment for weeks has remained si-
lent on casualty figures while state
media counterfactually claims se-
curity forces have killed no one.
As demonstrators now return to
the streets to mark 40th-day re-
membrances for those slain ear-
lier — commemorations common
in Iran and the wider Middle East
— the protests may turn into cycli-
cal confrontations between an in-
creasingly disillusioned public
and security forces that turn to

greater violence to suppress them.

Online videos emerging from
Iran, despite government efforts to
suppress the internet, appeared to
show demonstrations in Tehran,
the capital, as well as cities else-
where in the country. Near Isfa-
han, video showed clouds of tear
gas. Shouts of “Death to the Dicta-
tor” could be heard — a common
chant in the protests targeting
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

It wasn’t immediately clear if
there were injuries or arrests in
this round of protests, though
Iran’s state-run IRNA news agen-
cy acknowledged the demonstra-
tions near Isfahan. They com-
memorated the Sept. 30 crack-
down in Zahedan, a city in Iran’s
restive Sistan and Baluchestan
province, in which activists say se-
curity forces killed nearly 100 peo-
ple in the deadliest violence to
strike amid the demonstrations.

People rally for justice after
Indonesian stadium deaths

Associated Press

MALANG, Indonesia — Thou-
sands of people in Indonesia ral-
lied Thursday demanding justice
and a thorough investigation into
those they blame for the stampede
at Kanjuruhan soccer stadium
that left 135 people dead last
month.

Supporters of Arema FC started
the rally with a prayer in East Ja-
va’s Malang city as they commem-
orated 40 days since the tragedy
that occurred after police fired
tear gas at a domestic league soc-
cer match and caused a deadly
crush as spectators attempted to
flee.

Protesters from regions outside
of the Malang area joined the ral-

ly. Organizers have described the
events leading up to the deaths of
the football spectators as human
rights violations.

“Do arrest and judge all actors
behind and the executors on the
field from the Kanjuruhan trage-
dy on October 1,” the Arema fans,
known as “Aremania,” said in a
written statement Thursday.
“Make the Kanjuruhan tragedy a
serious human rights violation
and not just a minor human rights
violation.

“Pay for all losses suffered by
the victim and the victim’s family
through compensation and resti-
tution mechanisms.”

The protesters planned to visit
several landmarks in Malang.

Report finds war-triggered gas boom
threatens world climate crisis mission

Associated Press

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt —
The war-inspired natural gas
boom is undermining already in-
sufficient efforts to limit future
warming to just a few more tenths
of a degree, a new report says.

Planning and build-up of liqui-
fied and other natural gas— due to
an energy crisis triggered by Rus-
sian’s invasion of Ukraine —
would add 1.9 billion metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent a year
to the air by 2030, according to a
report released Thursday by Cli-

mate Action Tracker at interna-
tional climate talks in Egypt.
That’s enough greenhouse gas
to “hinder if not catastrophically
hinder chances of achieving 1.5
degrees” Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial
times, the international warming-
limiting goal, said climate scien-
tist Bill Hare, chief executive offi-
cer of Climate Analytics, one of
the groups behind Climate Action
Tracker, which monitors and ana-
lyzes climate promises and action.
The world has already warmed

2 degrees Fahrenheit since pre-in-
dustrial times, leaving little room
to keep below the 1.5 limit set in
Paris in 2015.

The sheer amount of liquified
natural gas projects in the pipeline
for construction shocked the anal-
ysts, Hare said. The report calcu-
lates that if it all goes through, the
build-up would produce five times
the amount of gas it is supposed to
replace from Russia.

“This reaction to the energy cri-
sis is an over reach that must be
scaled back,” the report says.
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Too convenient to be true

How to avoid falling for and spreading misinformation online

By HEATHER KELLY
The Washington Post

nyone with an internet connec-

tion can watch breaking news

unfold in real time, or at least

some version of it. Across social
media, posts can fly up faster than most
fact-checkers and moderators can handle,
and they’re often an unpredictable mix of
true, fake, out of context and even propa-
ganda.

This kind of misinformation spikes
before, during and after elections, in-
cluding this week’s midterms.

How do you know what to trust, what
not to share and what to flag to tech com-
panies? Here are some basic tools every-
one should use when consuming breaking
news online.

Know what to look out for. Think about
who would benefit from spreading confus-
ing information during a news event, and
brush up on specific narratives going
around.

Slow down. Do not hit that share button.
Social media is built for things to go viral,
for users to quickly retweet before they’re
even done reading the words they’re am-
plifying. No matter how devastating, en-
lightening or enraging a TikTok, tweet or
YouTube video is, you must wait before
passing it on to your own network. Assume
everything is suspect until you confirm its
authenticity.

Check the source. Look at who is shar-
ing the information. If it’s from friends or
family members, don’t trust the posts
unless they are personally on the ground
or a confirmed expert. If it’s a stranger or
organization, remember that a verified
check mark or being well-known does not
make an account trustworthy. There are
plenty of political pundits and big-name
internet characters who are posting in-
accurate information right now, and it’s on
you to approach each post with skepti-
cism.

If the account posting is not the source

of the words or images, investigate where
it came from by digging back to find the
original Facebook, YouTube or Twitter
account that first shared it. If you can’t
determine the origin of something, that’s a
red flag. Be wary of screenshots, which
can be even harder to trace back, or any-
thing that elicits an especially strong emo-
tional reaction. Disinformation can prey
on that type of response to spread.

When screening individual accounts,
look at the date it was created, which
should be listed in the profile. Be wary of
anything extremely new (say, it started in
the past few months) or with very few
followers. For a website, you can see what
year it was started on Google. Search for
the name of the site, then click on the
three vertical dots next to the URL in the
results to see what date it was first in-
dexed by the search engine. Again, avoid
anything too new. And don’t skip the ba-
sics: Do a Google search for the person or
organization’s name.

Make a collection of trusted sources.
Doing mini background checks on every
random Twitter account is extremely
time-consuming, especially with new
content coming from so many places si-
multaneously. Instead, trust the profes-
sionals. Legitimate mainstream news
organizations are built to vet these things
for you, and often do report on the same
videos or photos taken by real people after
they’ve confirmed their origin.

Use a dedicated news tool such as Apple
News, Google News or Yahoo News, which
choose established sources and have some
built-in moderation. On social media,
make or find lists of vetted experts and
outlets to follow specifically for news
about the topic you’re following. If you
consume breaking news on Twitter, be
especially careful to follow confirmed
reporters from trusted outlets who are on
the ground. New changes coming to Twit-
ter’s verification system could make this
more difficult.

Seek out context. Many news events
will include information from the ground,
like smartphone videos and first-person
narratives. Even if you see only real posts,
it can still be confusing or misleading. Try
to augment any one-off clips or stories
with broader context about what is hap-
pening. They may be the most compelling
pieces of a puzzle, but they are not the
whole picture. Mix in information from
established experts on the topic, whether
it’s foreign policy, cyberwarfare, history
or politics. You can also turn to online or
television outlets that add this context for
most stories.

Vet videos and images. If you’re in-
terested in doing deeper dives into un-
verified reports, start with this extensive
guide on how to screen videos. Look for
multiple edits and odd cuts, listen closely
to the audio and run it through a third-
party tool such as InVid, which helps
check the authenticity of videos. This can
be harder on live-streamed videos, like
what’s on Twitch or any other live social
media option.

To check images, put them into Google’s
image search by grabbing a screenshot
and dragging it to the search field. If it’s
an old image that’s circulated before, you
may see telling results.

Use fact-checking sites and tools. Social
media sites do have some of their own
fact-checking tools and warning labels,
and many have added special sections to
promote official election results. However,
given the sheer volume of posts they’re
dealing with, a problematic video or post
can still be seen by millions before ever
getting flagged.

Keep an eye out for content warnings on
social media sites for individual posts,
which can appear as labels below links or
as warnings before you post something
that could be misleading. Look up individ-
ual stories or images on fact-checking
sites such as Snopes and PolitiFact.

Great audio at
a modest price

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

Monoprice DT-3BT versatile desktop
Bluetooth speakers aren’t fancy, but they
sure do produce great sound.

Inside each is a 3.5-inch polypropylene
woofer and a 0.75-inch silk dome tweeter
totaling 40 watts. And all are exposed in
the uncovered front, without any grill or
mesh, giving them a vintage look.

Audio can be sent to the primary speak-
er via Bluetooth or a wired connection.
There are inputs for unbalanced stereo
RCA, 3.5 mm TRS and stereo 0.75-inch
TRS.

For $99.99, the sound produced makes
them a great choice. They aren’t going to
produce head-banging music like a more
advanced and expensive system, but the
Monoprice DT-3BT speakers offer clear
and crisp sound with an instant setup.

Everything is built into a 5.5-by-8.0-
by-5.9-inch cabinet with rounded edges.
You can sit the speakers on flat surfaces,
hide them on the floor or elevate them on
a shelf. A power cord is included, as is a
mat to prevent the speakers from sliding.

Online: monoprice.com

OneOdio Monitor 60 over-the-head
professional wired headphones are also
price-friendly at $79.99.

The first thing you notice about the
ergonomically designed Monitor 60s is
their comfort, which doesn’t waver even
after long periods. At first glance, they
appear a little bulky, but once the breath-
able memory-protein earmuffs are on
your ears, you’ll appreciate their size.
Each ear cup also swivels 90 degrees
forward and backward.

Behind the earmuffs are S0 mm dual
dynamic drivers, which produce high-
resolution audio ideal for top audio profes-
sionals, audiophiles and DJs.

I tested them while watching TV and
listening to music, and the sound was
clear and crisp with a nice amount of bass.
The audio was also clear at high and low
volume levels while watching television.

The headphones have an adjustable
padded headband; they are made with
jewelry-grade stainless steel and fold up
for easy storage in an included bag. They
only weigh 11.5 ounces. There’s some
plastic in the construction, but they feel
solid and durable.

On the bottom of each ear cup are jacks
(3.5 mm/6.35 mm stereo) to connect to the
included wired connection of your choice.
A cable with an inline microphone adds
the option for hands-free calls.

The Shareport function allows another
user to daisy-chain and simultaneously
listen to the same source.

Online: oneodio.com

MonoPRICE/TNS

Each Monoprice DT-3BT desktop speaker
has a 3.5-inch polypropylene woofer and a
0.75-inch silk dome tweeter inside.
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From left, Florence Kasumba, Danai Gurira, Letitia Wright and Lupita Nyong’o pose Nov. 3 at the premiere of the film “Black Panther: Wakanda
Forever” in London. In the film, the Wakandans must protect their nation from a new nemesis after the death of King T’Challa.

Pushing the nation of Wakanda forward

‘Black Panther’ cast, crew integrate their grief over loss of star Boseman into plot, performances of film’s sequel

By JoNATHAN LANDRUM JR.
Associated Press

etitia Wright hit the Marvel Cinematic Universe

scene as King T’Challa’s joyfully witty younger

sister in 2018’s blockbuster “Black Panther.”

But in the new sequel, the actor’s usual easygo-
ing character delivers a more serious tone while dealing
with grief.

Wright’s character takes center stage as Shuri, who
ventures into womanhood after the death of T’Challa.
She’ll be looked upon to take the iconic Black Panther
mantle in “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever,” now in
theaters. Chadwick Boseman, who played T’Challa, died
in August 2020.

In between “Panther” films, Wright took on a few mo-
vie projects that exercised her dramatic acting chops.

“I always try to do things that are outside the box and
what people wouldn’t expect,” said Wright, who starred in
dramas “The Silent Twins” and “Aisha.” She also stars in
“Surrounded,” which releases next year. The actor said
each of those projects challenged her enough to “stretch
me as an artist.”

“That naturally helped me grow a lot more,” said the
actor, whose Shuri character also appeared in “Avengers:
Infinity War” and “Avengers: Endgame” as Wakanda’s
princess and chief scientist. “We know Shuri as the fun,
vibrant sister of the first film. ... But in [this] film, we
really followed that journey of womanhood for her.”

Wright credits director Ryan Coogler for ushering
Shuri’s maturation along in his rewritten script following
Boseman’s unexpected death from colon cancer. The
director carried an even heavier burden to deliver a
strong script — especially after “Black Panther” broke
box-office records, earned $700 million domestically
during its theatrical run and became the first superhero
film nominated for best picture at the Academy Awards.

For the “Black Panther” sequel, Coogler had developed

a screenplay centered around T’Challa grieving lost time
following Thanos’ snap in “Avengers: Infinity War,”
which caused a five-year “blip.” But after Boseman’s
death, Coogler and filmmaker Joe Robert Cole went back
to the drawing board. They worked up a script that delved
more into the concept of Wakanda’s grief in the wake of
T’Challa’s death.

Coogler said Boseman’s family signed off on his charac-
ter’s “respectful” death in “Wakanda Forever.” In the
new film, the Wakandans are put in a peculiar spot to
protect their nation, without T’Challa, against a new nem-
esis, Namor, a sub-marine Talocan leader who has ex-
traordinary mutant-like abilities and can fly with the aid
of tiny wings on his ankles. Namor is played by Tenoch
Huerta.

“This script was born of the truth in our lives that we
had lost Chadwick Boseman,” said Lupita Nyong’o, who
plays Nakia, a war spy and T’Challa’s lover. She said the
characters dealt with T’Challa’s loss differently in the
film.

“For me personally, I was relieved that we got to speak
our truth,” Nyong’o said. “We got to express the grief that
we were feeling and put it to good use.”

Wright and Nyong’o said they used their grief over
Boseman to fuel their performances, while Coogler said
his mournful remembrance of the late actor helped mo-
tivate him through his writing and directing process. The
director said several photos of Boseman were posted on
set, and a prop master put inside Coogler’s trailer a shield
and spear that T’Challa held during a duel with Michael
B. Jordan’s Killmonger at Warrior Falls in “Black Pan-
ther.”

Before filming the project, the entire cast — including
the newcomers — visited Boseman’s burial site. It turned
into a bonding moment.

“We tried to make a movie to honor the legacy of Chad-

wick,” Huerta said. “The movie is about grieving. It was
happening at the same time as reality. They were able to
integrate what was happening in real life into fiction. Art
is kind of therapy. It helped us deal with the reality and
things we can’t understand.”

The cast leaned on each other during the filming proc-
ess, which had several setbacks and obstacles. Production
took longer than expected after Wright was injured while
filming a stunt and several cast and crew members tested
positive for the COVID-19 virus. Wright was attacked for
sharing an anti-vaccination video, and Coogler was brief-
ly handcuffed by Atlanta police after being mistaken for a
bank robber earlier this year.

“We certainly had bumps in the road, but people pulled
together,” said Nate Moore, the vice president of produc-
tion and development at Marvel Studios. He was a pro-
ducer on “Captain America: The Winter Soldier” and
“Eternals” and executive producer on “Black Panther.”

Moore said the filming experience of “Wakanda Forev-
er” was the toughest, but he said the whole cast and crew
showed resilience through adversity.

“They didn’t pull apart,” Moore said. “If it were a dif-
ferent filmmaker, who didn’t have such great relation-
ships with everybody, we would’ve seen a lot more parti-
tion from the crew, which we didn’t really. The cast
could’ve gotten frustrated with the stopping and starting
that we were forced to do, but they didn’t. They believe in
what this movie was about and Ryan’s vision. As hard as
it was, we had each other.”

Nyong’o said cast members comforted each other in
grieving Boseman while attempting to keep the kingdom
of Wakanda moving forward.

“It was joyful and sometimes it was hard,” she said.
“But there was a lot of levity as well, because we had so
many powerful, joyful memories of Chadwick to share
with one another.”
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Marvel Studios photos

Letitia Wright as Shuri and other Wakandans dressed in funereal white mourn King T'Challa during a solemn memorial rite in “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever.”

Coping with sadness and loss

‘Black Panther’ sequel ‘Wakanda Forever’ uses first-rate visuals, talented cast to say goodbye to T'Challa’s Boseman

By ANN HORNADAY
The Washington Post

rom its frantic opening moments,

“Black Panther: Wakanda Forev-

er” announces its intentions.

Princess Shuri (Letitia Wright) is
desperately trying to save the life of her
brother, King T’Challa (the late Chadwick
Boseman), checking his vitals by way of
Griot, her personal artificial intelligence
aide, and worriedly making micro-ad-
justments until her mother, Ramonda
(Angela Bassett), arrives to deliver the
dreaded news: “Your brother is with the
ancestors.”

Thus does “Wakanda Forever” address,
head-on, the tragic loss of Boseman, who
died of colon cancer in 2020. In a fitting
tribute, the shuffle of iconic characters
that opens every Marvel movie here is
composed entirely of images of Boseman,
a moving encomium to a gifted and charis-
matic actor who left the stage much too
soon. The next scene, a solemn memorial
rite in which Shuri, Ramonda and hun-
dreds of other Wakandans pay homage to
their leader dressed in funereal white,
underscores Boseman’s loss, not only to
the franchise that he anchored with such
assured command but to an audience
primed to have its own grief acknowl-
edged and shared.

So far, so classy. But it turns out that the
rest of “Wakanda Forever” will be one
long eulogy as well, with the next 2Y>
hours toggling between overbusy storytell-
ing and coping with sadness and loss.
“Wakanda Forever” winds up feeling
hopelessly stalled, covering up an inability
to move on by resorting to repetitive, over-
familiar action sequences, maudlin emo-
tional beats and an uninvolving, occasion-
ally incoherent story.

That narrative, co-written by director

Angela Bassett as Queen Ramonda is reluctant to share Wakanda’s reserve of the
all-powerful metal vibranium in “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever.”

Ryan Coogler and Joe Robert Cole, puts
Ramonda on the throne as queen of Wa-
kanda, which apparently holds the world’s
sole reserve of the all-powerful metal
vibranium. When we catch up with Ra-
monda a year after her son’s home-going,
she is imperiously refusing American and
European entreaties to share (i.e., control)
the wealth, “not because of the dangerous
nature of vibranium, but because of the
dangerous nature of you.”

Meanwhile, a cache of the valuable ore
is discovered in the Atlantic Ocean, where
a mysterious tribe of feathered, fish-like
creatures defends it with a combination of
mesmeric powers and fierce fighting spir-
it.

Who are these strange blue-skinned
beings, if they’re not extras from the set of
“Avatar”? All will be revealed in a film
that travels from Wakanda, Haiti, Mexico
and CIA headquarters in Virginia to the
campus of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, which Griot describes as “the

equivalent of a Wakandan village school.”

Eventually, we’re introduced to the
leader of the amphibious army, which
hails from an undersea kingdom called
Talokan, ruled by Namor (Tenoch Huerta
of “The Forever Purge”), who approaches
Ramonda and Shuri with an offer to join
forces against the Western colonizers they
all have reason to mistrust.

As in the first “Black Panther,” the
visual elements of “Wakanda Forever” are
first-rate, with production designer Han-
nah Beachler and costume designer Ruth
E. Carter once again diving into nature,
history, Afro-futurism and mystical tradi-
tion to create a lexicon of textures and
adornments that feel simultaneously an-
cient and visionary. The female troops led
by Okoye (Danai Gurira) are still kitted
out with an impressive array of sleek
metallic body armor. With their turquoise
beads and headdresses, Namor and his
minions reach back to Mayan influences,
the only misstep — literally — being the

silly, Tinkerbell-like wings around his
ankles.

In other words, the production values
that made “Black Panther” such a ground-
breaking addition to an otherwise ho-hum
canon of cape-centric escapism are still
the best reason to reenter the world that
Coogler and his cast built with such imag-
ination and brio. But what “Wakanda
Forever” underscores is just how depen-
dent that world was on the actors at its
center. It doesn’t take anything away from
the talents of the mostly female cast that
carries the new installment — Bassett,
Wright, Gurira, Lupita Nyong’o, Michaela
Coel and newcomer Dominique Thorne —
to note that even they can’t quite repro-
duce the ballast and chemistry of Bose-
man and co-star Michael B. Jordan. And it
doesn’t do them any favors that the story
keeps reminding us of that fact, contin-
ually burying its redoubtable cast under
overlong fight sequences and passages
weighed down by dialogue that’s either
stiff and self-important or mawkish.

The problem with “Wakanda Forever,”
ultimately, doesn’t lie in its principal
players; had Coogler and his collaborators
sent the script through one more pass,
whittling it down to its most potent es-
sence and balancing the elegiac self-con-
sciousness with some cleansing humor,
they could have sent the Black Panther
down a new and invigorating path. In-
stead, they leave viewers feeling as lost as
the characters on screen: What’s next for a
character who assumed such immediate
cultural significance, not just for the Mar-
vel juggernaut but for world culture? “Wa-
kanda Forever” doesn’t have the answer.
Yet.

“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” is rated PG-13 for sequences
of strong violence, action and some language. Running time: 161
minutes. Now playing in select AAFES theaters.
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When religion,
science collide

Pugh shines as a skeptical nurse entreated to
investigate a kid's religious fast in ‘The Wonder’

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

t is 1862 in a remote Irish

village when an English

nurse is called in by a

local council to observe
and investigate a phenomenon in
the haunting new film “The
Wonder.” There is, she’s told, an
11-year-old girl who has not
eaten food in four months and
seems to still be healthy.

The nurse, Lib Wright (Flo-
rence Pugh), is to watch the girl,
Anna O’Donnell (Kila Lord Cas-
sidy), in alternating shifts with a
nun — it is Ireland, of course—
and report back as to what she
observes. They say they’d like to
know if it’s a miracle or not,
though most seem to have made
up their minds that they’d rather
not actually hear if it’s the latter.

The film, from Chilean direc-
tor Sebastian Lelio (“A Fantastic
Woman”), is adapted from a
novel by Emma Donohue, the
Irish writer of “Room.” She was,

she’s said, inspired by the Vic-
torian Fasting Girls. In the late
19th century, newspapers ran
stories about young girls, often
bedridden, who claimed to have
been living without food or wa-
ter for extended periods of time.
Some doctors regarded it as
hysteria. Some believed it a holy
miracle and made pilgrimages
to visit the girls.

Lengthy fasts have long been
celebrated in saints and nuns
going back to the Middle Ages,
perhaps most famously in Cathe-
rine of Siena. In 1982, historian
Joan Jacobs Brumberg would
write in her book that it was
undiagnosed anorexia nervosa,
though somewhere along the
way someone would give reli-
giously motivated starvation its
own term: Anorexia mirabilis.
Like “Room,” “The Wonder”
delves into deep, uncomfortable
traumas and it will not be for
everyone, especially those trig-
gered by depictions and descrip-

NETFLIX/AP

Florence Pugh left, plays nurse Lib Wright, who investigates whether Anna O’Donnell (Kila Lord Cassidy)
really has survived for months on just the Eucharist, in “The Wonder.”

tions of disordered eating.

Pugh gives yet another stun-
ning performance, utterly nat-
uralistic and committed, as the
skeptical nurse recently back
from Crimea with Florence
Nightingale, her own private
losses haunting her. She is an
outsider in every possible way, a
woman of science and English,
coming to this small, deeply
Catholic town that has just
emerged from the Great Fam-
ine.

Lib is certain that Anna is not
telling the truth when she says
she has existed solely on “man-
na from heaven” for four

months. She knows she would be
dead if that were the case. But
she also finds herself getting
more invested in her subject
than she perhaps anticipated.
Anna’s story has traveled, too,
and has become a comfort not
just for her parents but for
strangers from all over who
come to witness the miracle.

It’s also attracted a journalist
from the city, played by Tom
Burke, who is both a thorn and a
help to Lib on her increasingly
frustrating search for truth and
facts, which she starts to un-
derstand are not so simple in
this town.

Early on, Lib asks Anna’s
mother what her last meal was:
It was the Eucharist on her first
communion.

“So just water and wheat?”
Lib responds.

“No,” she’s told. “It’s the body
and blood of Christ.”

It’s a story to Lib and a fact to
believers and they find them-
selves at an impasse that feels
awfully resonant. But science
and belief clashes aside, “The
Wonder” is a transfixing, trans-
portive film, anchored by the
incomparable Pugh.

“The Wonder” is unrated. Running time: 109
minutes. Now streaming on Netflix.

‘Bardo’ is filmmaker Inarritu’s fictionalized autobiography

By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

In the swaggering, maximalist cinema
of Alejandro Ifarritu, Inarritu has, him-
self, never been all that far off the screen.

Since his blistering debut in “Amores
Perros” to his seamless, surrealistic “Bird-
man or (The Unexpected Virtue of Igno-
rance),” Inarritu’s showman-like presence
has been easy to feel prodding and pro-
pelling the films along in a ravenous hunt
for transcendent images and spiritual
epiphany.

As with all of Inarritu’s films, “Bardo:
False Chronicle of a Handful of Truths”
isn’t just deeply felt but impassioned to the
max, with grand designs to not just plunge
into his own soul but that of Mexico, too.
For a filmmaker always pushing for more
— including those titles that stretch on and
on — “Bardo” is his most ambitious and
indulgent film yet.

“Bardo,” which has been trimmed since
its rocky debut at the Venice Film Festival
but still runs more than 2V hours, is In-
arritu’s stab at a familiar kind of auteur
magnume-opus project: the movie memoir.
Like Fellini’s “8Y%,” it takes a tragicomic,
circus-like approach in presenting the life
of Inarritu’s alter ego, a famous docu-
mentary filmmaker named Silverio (Da-
niel Giménez Cacho).

And while there are many dazzling
moments to Inarritu’s extravagant, fiction-
alized autobiography, it’s also tiresomely
focused on no one but Silverio. For all its
freewheeling surrealism — one scene puts

NETFLIX/AP

Daniel Giménez Cacho plays famous documentary filmmaker Silverio, director
Alejandro Iiharritu’s alter ego, in “Bardo: False Chronicle of a Handful of Truths.”

the conquistador Hernan Cortés atop a
pyramid of naked human corpses — “Bar-
do” is too self-obsessed to be much dis-
tracted by anything but Silverio’s midlife
worries: his mortality, his success, his
family. Characters — including his wife
Lucia (Griselda Siciliani) and children
(Iker Sanchez Solano, Ximena Lamadrid)
— pass by more like props to his existen-
tial journey.

When such inward-looking films work, I
think, they’re filled with observations and
portraits not just of the artist. Alfonso
Cuaroén’s “Roma,” which shares “Bardo”
production designer Eugenio Caballero in
common, turned, really, on the housekeep-
er (Yalitza Aparicio). In Terrence Malick’s
“Tree of Life,” it’s the parents (Brad Pitt,
Jessica Chastain) that glow. Even in

James Gray’s just-released “Armageddon
Time,” which, like “Bardo,” was shot by
cinematographer Darius Khondji, the
focus is less on Gray as a young boy than
on his family and classmates. For these
filmmakers and many more, the self is less
a protagonist than a prism — a starting
gate not a finish line.

Silverio says that “Life is nothing but a
series of senseless events and idiotic imag-
es,” explicitly stating not just a guiding
principle of Inarritu’s films but the over-
arching architecture of “Bardo,” a fantasia
that flits between fantasy and reality. In
one scene, when a conversation between
Silverio and an American politician turns
to the Mexican-American War, they’re
surrounded by 19th century soldiers act-
ing out a battle.

“Bardo” is Inarritu’s first film made
largely in Mexico since 2000’s “Amores
Perros.” It’s a homecoming, and one very
much invested in what it means for one of
Mexico’s most famous Hollywood film-
makers to return home. A prestigious
award awaits Silverio (Ifarritu is coming
off back-to-back best director Oscars) but
he’s plagued by feelings of guilt for finding
fame in Los Angeles. This is especially
debated with a former colleague, a TV
host who accuses him of being a preten-
tious sellout and criticizes him for profit-
ing on the pain of undocumented immi-
grants. (Iharritu, himself, made a power-
ful 2017 virtual-reality exhibit called
“Carne y Arena” that put the viewer with-
in a migrant experience.)

But how much sympathy can we muster
for a wealthy, celebrated filmmaker on
holiday? It’s hard not to roll your eyes
when Silverio says things like, “Success
has been my biggest failure.” The award
ceremony scenes make up the largest
section of the film, and I’'m not sure why.
Much comes across as a superficial spec-
tacle of self-doubt. I liked “Bardo” more
as a drama of dislocation, as an immigrant
tale where no place, really, is home, any-
more. There are a few scenes here that
feel directly taken from Ifndrritu’s sub-
conscious. That ego gets in the way of
insight is one of the subjects of “Bardo,”
but also, maybe, its undoing.

“Bardo, False Chronicle of a Handful of Truths” is rated R for
language throughout, strong sexual content and graphic nudity.
Running time: 157 minutes. Now streaming on Netflix.
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Sherlock’s sister is back on the case

‘Enola Holmes 2" a smidge too long, yet leaves audience wanting more of the detective, supporting characters

By MARK MESZOROS
The News-Herald, Willoughby, Ohio
etflix has been smart to stay in
the “Enola Holmes” business.
After picking up the dis-

tribution rights for 2020’s “Eno-
la Holmes” — a charming mystery romp
based on Nancy Springer’s young-adult
novel series, “The Enola Holmes Myster-
ies” was originally planned for a theatrical
release — the streamer now brings us the
equally engaging “Enola Holmes 2.”

With “Stranger Things” star Millie
Bobby Brown returning as the titular
young detective — and little sister of the
much more famous Sherlock (Henry Cav-
ill) — “Enola Holmes 2” offers all the
fourth-wall-breaking fun of the original
and is built around a rather interesting
and well-architected mystery, one touch-
ing on cultural issues.

As Enola tells us more than once during
the film, the game is, once again, very
much afoot.

Introduced to us as a 16-year-old
searching for her delightfully trouble-
causing mother, Eudoria Holmes (Helena
Bonham Carter), Enola reintroduces her-
self to viewers after we have watched her
be chased breathlessly through the streets
of London in the new film’s opening mo-
ments. Soon enough, she is cornered by a
pair of cops who pat their nightsticks and
brandish a pair of handcuffs as they throw
displeasing glances her way.

Looking into the camera, Enola says,
“Perhaps I should explain.”

She takes this seemingly inconvenient
time to remind us of what happened in
her first adventure, which involved the
young Lord Tewksbury (Louis Partridge,
“About a Dog”), on whom she’s still crush-
ing.

Since then, she’s started up the Enola
Holmes Detective agency — “I was going
to join the pantheon of great Victorian

Netflix

From left, Henry Cavill, Millie Bobby Brown and Louis Partridge have another mystery to
solve in “Enola Holmes 2.” This time, Enola Holmes is hired to find someone’s sister.

detectives,” she says, noting she’d also be
following in her brother’s sizable footsteps
— but business has been lacking.

In the process of shuttering the venture,
Enola is visited by a young Bessie (Serra-
na Su-Ling Bliss, “Belfast”), who hires her
to find her sister.

Both worked at a matchstick factory,
and, as we will come to realize, returning
scribe Jack Thorne and story contributor
Harry Bradbeer — working at least loose-
ly from the second novel in Springer’s
series, “The Case of the Left-Handed
Lady” — took inspiration from the Match
Girls Strike of 1888. (Text at the movie’s
beginning proclaims “Some of what fol-
lows is true,” and “Enola Holmes 2” dab-
bles, successfully, in the hazardously poor
treatment of the workers of the day and
has something to say about both class and
race.)

As Enola follows clues, she runs afoul of
important men, including Inspector Les-
trade (a returning Adeel Akhtar) and
Superintendent Grail (David Thewlis).
She is wading into increasingly dangerous
waters, causing Sherlock to worry about
her — that is, once he gets through being
annoyed with her after she has helped
him to his famous Baker Street address
following a night on the job that involved
too much wine.

Yes, Sherlock is investigating his own
case, one involving government corrup-
tion and the funneling of funds to a myste-
rious figure. Among the many things for
which “Enola Holmes 2” should be com-
mended is its clever twist on one of the
greatest foes of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
enduring sleuth. We shall say no more on
the matter.

We will say that, at more than two

hours, this sequel overstays its welcome
just a smidge.

That is, though, about the only criticism
you can lob at another important person
returning from the first film: director
Harry Bradbeer. With the help of his
likewise returning director of photog-
raphy Giles Nuttgens (“Hell or High Wa-
ter”) and other talented collaborators,
Bradbeer (“Killing Eve,” “Fleabag”) pulls
us right back into this vision of long-ago
London and makes us want to stay for a
spot of tea and a good yarn.

We enjoy every moment Cavill (“Man of
Steel,” “The Witcher”) is on the screen,
and we’re certainly left wanting more of
the playfully enchanting Bonham Carter
(“The Crown”).

Along with the always enjoyable Thew-
lis (“Landscapers,” “The Sandman”),
other newcomers making an impact are a
pair of actresses, Sharon Duncan-Brew-
ster (“Dune”) and Hanna Dodd (“Anato-
my of a Scandal”), as women whom Enola
encounters deeper into her investigation.

Of course, the most important work in
front of the camera is turned in by Brown,
who is a constant amusement. For every
occasional moment where you wonder if
she could have made just a bit more of the
opportunity, there are at least three she
nails. A few of her addresses to the view-
er, one of which is most brief, are entirely
agreeable.

Brown also shines in scenes shared with
Cavill and Partridge; we wish there were
more of both.

And we wish for more “Enola Holmes.”
It seems no third movie has yet been
greenlit, but what reason could Netflix
have not to remain in this endearing busi-
ness for the foreseeable future?

Now THAT would be a mystery worth
solving.

“Enola Holmes 2” is rated PG-13 for some violence and bloody
images. Running time: 130 minutes. Now streaming on Netflix.

Al Yankovie parodies his own life,
other biopics in absurdist “Weird’

By AbpaM GRAHAM

screenplay with director Eric

sets him on his path.

The Detroit News

It only makes sense that Al
Yankovic’s biopic would be a
parody of biopics.

So “Weird: The Al Yankovic
Story” is anything but the A-Z
story of the song parodist who is
perhaps not technically the best
but arguably went on to become
the most famous accordion
player in an extremely specific
genre of music. Take any music
biopic, whether it’s “Walk the
Line,” “Bohemian Rhapsody” or
“Ray,” and give it the “Weird” Al
treatment, and you’ve got this
absurdist, playful, self-aware
send-up of the man who took a
gamble and risked it all to turn
“Like a Virgin” into “Like a Sur-
geon.”

Yankovic, who co-wrote the

Appel, isn’t much interested in
mining the dramatic gold from
his process of flipping pop songs
into comedy songs. So he instead
lampoons himself — a kid who
“dreamed of making up new
words to songs that already exist-
ed” — and turns his life into an
over-the-top fantasy where he’s
not only climbing the charts but
dating the world’s hottest mu-
sician and knocking off Colom-
bian drug lords while he’s at it.
David Bloom plays young
Alfred, who sings “Amazing
Grapes” at the dinner table in-
stead of “Amazing Grace.” His
father (Toby Huss) wants him to
work with him at the factory, not
dabble in the devil’s music, but
his mother (Julianne Nicholson)
buys him his first accordion and

Along that path, Al — played as
an adult by Daniel Radcliffe in a
game, hilarious turn — meets his
hero, Dr. Demento (Rainn Wil-
son), who helps him achieve his
dream. And then everything goes
bad, a parody of every “Behind
the Music” cliché from Motley
Criie to REO Speedwagon.

Any and all typical storytelling
conventions are turned on their
ear, while cameos pile up like a
car wreck. Al begins dating Ma-
donna (Evan Rachel Wood is a
hoot as the Queen of Pop) and
decides to leave song parodies
behind to become a real artist.
His bid for credibility is “Eat It,”
and he’s well on his way to the
artistic recognition and freedom
for which he’s longed — until
Michael Jackson comes along

The Roku Channel

Quinta Brunson, left, and Daniel Radcliffe in “Weird: The Al Yankovic
Story,” a wacky film that somehow is itself a parody of a biopic.

and parodies his song, turning it
into “Beat It” and overshadowing
him in the process.

It’s that kind of movie, where
facts are thrown out the window
in favor of pure fun. You might
not learn a lot about Yankovic the

man, but you’ll learn plenty
about his sense of humor —
which, with Weird Al, has always
been the point anyway. Eat it up.

“Weird: The Al Yankovic Story” is unrated.
Running time: 107 minutes. Now streaming on The
Roku Channel.
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Sicily’s fascinating
slice-of-life scenes

t’s no wonder that Sicily isn’t most

travelers’ first taste of Italy. It lacks

big-name sights on the scale of St.

Mark’s Square in Venice or the
Roman Colosseum. Its art museums and
churches are low on Michelangelo, Botti-
celli or any other Renaissance big shots.
And the place must lead Europe in litter.
But if what you appreciate most about
Italy is its people, tempo and joy of living,
you’ll dig Sicily.

On this island just off the tip of Italy’s
“boot,” the most fascinating sight is, hands
down, its uniquely spirited way of life. In
spite of pressure from the Italian govern-
ment and European Union to conform to
modern standards and protocols, the sies-
ta persists and motorbikers’ hair continues
to fly in the Sicilian wind. Stroll the is-
land’s streets with your eyes, ears and
nostrils open for scenes you can’t possibly
experience anywhere else.

Palermo, Sicily’s intense capital, is an
urban highlight. Arab-influenced street
markets thrive in nearly every neigh-
borhood. Here, boisterous merchants sing
out what’s for sale. Animals hang like
anatomy lessons, sliced perfectly in half.
Fichi d’India, the fist-sized prickly pear
that tastes like a cross between a kiwi and
an orange, are yours for less than a euro.

Go on a photo safari through Palermo’s
urban jungles. I particularly love the vibe
in the city’s vertical neighborhoods, where

small apartments stack high above the
side streets. As you venture down busy
alleys, the warmth and excitement of daily
life will give you smile wrinkles. If you
stop to chat long enough, six
floors of balconies may well
fill up, each with its own
waving family.
. On my first visit here, I
remember finding a wobbly
stack of tenements facing
one another, a faded rain-
bow with lots of laundry
and people hanging out.
One wave worked wonders.
Walking around, craning my neck upward,
I felt like a victorious politician among
hordes of supporters. Eager to be in my
photos, mothers held up babies, sisters
posed arm-in-arm and a wrinkled old
woman filled her paint-starved window
frame with a toothy grin.

Cefalui is my favorite small-town stop on
the island. Steeped in history, boasting a
fine beach and bustling with color, it’s
dramatically set on a craggy coast under a
pagan mountain. On my first visit I duti-
fully toured Cefalt’’s museum and cathe-
dral, but soon realized the real attraction
is on the streets.

As in the rest of Sicily, Cefalt’s scene
gets especially vibrant in the evening,
when the air cools and people reemerge.

On one visit here, as the sun grew red

Rick
Steves
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Dominic ARizoNA BoNucceLLi/Rick Steves’ Europe

Dead center in the Mediterranean Sea, and proud home to a distinctively warm and

spirited way of life, Sicily is a world apart.

and heavy, I noticed how the town’s old
women — still in bathrobes, it seemed —
filled their balconies as the young people
clogged the pedestrian (and Vespas)-only
main drag. Tsk-tsking at the age-old flirt-
ing scene, the women gossiped about the
girls below.

Nearby, I stopped at a café that over-
looks the beach. I sipped my latte di man-
dorla (almond milk) with locals who
seemed to be posted there on duty, making
sure that big red sun went down. Little
wooden boats, painted brightly, sat plump
on the beach. Above them, the fisherman’s
clubhouse filled what was a medieval
entry through the town wall. After fin-
ishing my drink, I wandered in.

I was greeted warmly by the senior
member, “Il Presidente” — many of the
men here go by nicknames and often don’t
even know their friends’ real names. Since
the 1960s, 11 Presidente has spent his
nights fishing, gathering anchovies under
the beam of his gas-powered lampara. As
he took the vintage lamp off its rusty wall
hook, I could see tales of a lifetime at sea
in his face. As he showed me the ropes he
wove from local straw and complained
that the new ropes just weren’t the same, I
lashed him to the rack of memories I'd
take home from Sicily.

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes European guidebooks,
hosts travel shows on public TV and radio, and organizes
European tours. You can email Rick at rick@ricksteves.com and
follow his blog on Facebook.

Christmas circuses provide alternative holiday entertainment

In just a few weeks, Christmas markets will start pop-
ping up across Europe, and visitors will flock to them to
soak up their unique charm and holiday cheer. In many
cities, another form of seasonal magic is also on offer. At
this time of year, couples, friends, work colleagues and
families can take in a variety of grandiose, circus-like
spectacles and variety shows. Due to the
visual nature of this form of entertainment,
most language barriers are easily tran-
scended. And unlike the markets, which

up at the city’s Festplatz on Ratsweg makes a proper
setting for this circus featuring clowns, trapeze artists,
acrobats known for their handstands and pyramids and a
family of horseback riders. Performances take place to
live music. The Great Christmas Circus runs Dec. 16-Jan.
8. Ticket prices begin at 1S euros for adults and 10 euros
for children. Online: great-christmas-circus.de

Stuttgart, Germany: The 28th edition of the city’s Welt-
weihnachtscircus (World Christmas Circus) is set to un-
fold at its usual spot on the Cannstatter Wasen. This

often shut down just before Christmas Day,
. many circuses run into the New Year.
Salzburg, Austria: Billed as the largest
festival for contemporary circus in the
German-speaking world, Winterfest brings
the latest productions of internationally
renowned circus companies to tents set up
in the Volksgarten, a spacious urban park on the banks of
the Salzach River. Enjoying top bill this year is “Ballett,”
a performance by the Circus Fahraway from Switzerland.
To a rock ’n’ roll-inspired soundtrack, artists construct a
fantastical world out of wooden pallets, and these become
the stage for daring acrobatics and tightrope walks.
Performances of “Ballett” are offered on dates between
Dec. 2 and 18. Online tickets cost 54 euros for adults and
20 euros for children up to 1S years. Seven additional
shows complete this season’s lineup. Online: winterfest.at
London: The Spiegeltent set up in Leicester Square
serves as the venue for performances by the award-win-
ning ensemble La Clique. Elements of circus, comedy and
cabaret combine in these sexy, saucy shows, which are
recommended only to viewers age 16 or older. Previous
shows have offered sword-swallowing fire-breathers,
risk-taking roller-skaters and aerial performers on ten-
sion straps. Performances take place Nov. 9 through Jan.

Karen
Bradbury

iStock

Trapeze artists are among those performing at several
circuses across Europe this holiday season.

7. Ticket prices begin at 21 pounds, or about $24.10. On-
line: lacliquetheshow.com

Berlin: The festively decorated Tempodrom hosts the
annual presentation of the Roncalli Weihnachtscircus.
The scent of cotton candy and popcorn mingles with
showers of confetti as clowns elicit laughs and acrobats
cause audiences to gasp in awe. Performances are offered
Dec. 17-Jan. 2. Adult ticket prices begin at 29.90 euros.
Online: tinyurl.com/3zrcnk2v

Cologne, Germany: The Kolner Weihnachtscircus, or
Cologne Christmas Circus, promises a high tempo show
in a fairy-tale atmosphere. Clowning duos and trios, acro-
bats performing on a double trampoline and an illusionist
are just a few of this year’s crop of artists. A show of
trained cats is also featured. Performances take place
twice daily from Dec. 2-Jan. 1 at An Der Zoobriicke. Tick-
ets prices begin at 24.90 euros for adults and 19.60 euros
for children. Online: koelner-weihnachtscircus.de

Frankfurt, Germany: A majestic blue and white tent set

year’s show, titled the Festival of Golden Clowns, brings
together the elite of the international circus world in-
cluding award-winning acrobats from Spain and Mongo-
lia, high wire artists from Colombia, daredevils from
Argentina and clowns from Italy and the USA. A horse
show also figures into the mix.

Performances take place Dec. 8-Jan. 8. Ticket prices
begin at 28 euros for adults; children and students cost 23
euros. A special multi-course menu served during or after
the show can be booked separately. Food and snacks are
also available. Online: weltweihnachtscircus.de

Wiesbaden, Germany: Stars from the international
circus world are once again set to dazzle and delight in
the heated and decorated big top tent set up at the Gibber
Kerb fairgrounds in Wiesbaden-Biebrich. A new gala
program features top artists from around the world. In
addition to clowns, acrobats and tightrope walkers are
found a menagerie of animals including parrots, horses,
dogs and a pair of sea lions. Adrenaline kicks are deli-
vered by the “Globe of Speed” metal ball in which up to
four motorcycle riders race at once.

Shows run between Dec. 22 and Jan. 8. Ticket prices
begin at 28 euros for adults and 20 euros for children.
Bring a copy of the circus flyer to get a S-euro discount on
entry. Online: weihnachtscircuswiesbaden.de
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Royal Caribbean’s Icon of the Seas, rendered above, will be the largest cruise ship in the world, weighing 250,800 gross tons and measuring 1,198 feet in length.

Icon of the Seas

Royal Caribbean’s largest cruise ship to offer more space,
the biggest water park at sea, other unique experiences

By RicHARD TRIBOU
Orlando Sentinel
oyal Caribbean’s Icon of the
Seas will get the title of world’s
largest cruise ship when it
debuts, sailing out of Miami in
2024, but that’s beside the point.

“It’s purposeful. It’s not like we start
with each ship and we say, ‘OK, this one’s
going to be the biggest in the world.” That
actually isn’t the purpose,” said Jay
Schneider, chief product innovation offi-
cer for Royal Caribbean. “It really comes
down to going through the creative proc-
ess and the customer insight process to
say what are we really seeking out to
achieve?”

So while the 20-deck ship’s 250,800
gross tons and 1,198 feet in length bests
the most recent Oasis-class ship and cur-
rent world’s largest ship Wonder of the
Seas’ 235,600 gross tons and 1,188-foot-
length, Icon of the Seas will actually have
less passenger capacity based on double
occupancy — 5,610 compared to Wonder’s
S5,734.

“We are providing more space for peo-
ple than we’ve ever done before, so even
though we take great pride that the Oasis
class was the most space, this ship is de-
signed to give more space to everybody
both in public spaces as well as in state-
rooms,” Schneider said.

The size of the rooms, and the expected
growth of family traveling, though, means
Icon of the Seas’ maximum capacity of
7,600 exceeds Wonder’s 7,084.

“Every stateroom except interiors is
bigger than any other stateroom that
we’ve had before,” he said. “They are
bigger but are laid out in a unique and
creative way that we’ve never done be-
fore.”

He said the line didn’t want to compro-
mise on venue space, though.

“So you’ll find facades that are open for
the first time in a grand way,” he said.
“You'll find connectivity between decks
that we’ve never done before, and a lot of
that design and ingenuity came from this
notion of giving people more space. As you
kind of put the pieces and parts together,

you suddenly find yourself with a fairly
large footprint.”

That footprint, while similar to that of
the Oasis class, allowed designers more
room to play with familiar spaces such as
the Royal Promenade, the open-air Cen-
tral Park and what will be the largest
exclusive area for suite guests to date for
the line, covering three decks.

But it’s the new spaces that have ship
designers excited, and company officials
detailed some, but not all, of the ship’s
new features in a recent media preview at
its headquarters in Miami, including a
virtual 3D tour of the spaces at its In-
novation Lab.

Inside the dome

The most iconic feature of Icon of the
Seas is the massive geodesic dome that
lords over the bow of the ship’s top decks.
This is the AquaDome, and the center-
piece of what’s inside is familiar to Royal
fans as it’s home to the new version of the
AquaTheater where diving and aerialist
performances will take place in the eve-
ning, but now in a controlled atmosphere
that allows for more digital lighting and
other special effects including the addition
of four robotic arms to the production
stage.

Throughout the day, a SS-foot-tall wa-
terfall will flow as cruisers enjoy dining
and get wraparound views through the
glass enclosure. The space’s bars and
restaurants will allow for even more peo-
ple to view the shows at night.

Walking The Boardwalk

The migration of the AquaTheater to the
top deck means it’s no longer at the aft of
the ship at the end of The Boardwalk
neighborhood like on Oasis-class vessels.
The Jersey Shore-inspired space makes its
way to a more whimsical neighborhood
called Surfside that targets families. Don’t
worry, though; the Zoltar fortune telling
machine will find a home somewhere,
officials promised.

There’s also still a carousel, but instead
of classic amusement park horses, people
will get to ride on a narwhal, an octopus, a

PHotos BY RovAL CARIBBEAN/TNS

Royal Caribbean’s Icon of the Seas is the first ship to feature an AquaDome, a geodesic
dome, rendered above, that will transform from an oasis for guests with wraparound
ocean views and a waterfall. At night, it will offer aqua shows in the AquaTheater.

giraffe or in a Volkswagen bus, among
other choices. Surfside is also still home to
the Sugar Beach ice cream and candy
venue — perfect for the target demo-
graphic of 6 and under — but it’s also
designed to keep mom and dad happy so
they can relax in a pool, lounge and bar
while the kids run around Splashaway
Bay. The neighborhood also is adjacent to
an arcade, the kids Adventure Ocean club
and teen spaces.

“Surfside is specifically designed for
young families,” said Royal Caribbean
President and CEO Michael Bayley. “We
think that once we get that message out to
that demographic that we’ll see a lot more
new-to-cruise coming to Icon.”

It includes the line’s largest, and most
expensive, suite on board, the three-story
Ultimate Family Townhouse, which has its
own slide and private access to Surfside.

Slipping and sliding

It used to be that Royal Caribbean didn’t
deal in water slides, but now they’re a
signature fixture, especially on the Oasis
class, which all have three intense options.
Icon of the Seas has doubled that, offering
six slides on two towers for what will be
the largest water park at sea called Cate-
gory 6.

“We’ve called the classic Oasis-class
The Perfect Storm,” Schneider said.
“We’ve used storm metaphors. We kind of
had this aha moment of you know we had
six waterslides and so if you think of this
storm experience and Royal creating
experiences the world has never seen

before, it’s kind of a Cat 6 experience.”

It’s the prime offering of a neighbor-
hood called Thrill Island that includes the
free-fall slides Pressure Drop and Fright-
ening Bolt; Storm Surge and Hurricane
Hunter, which are the first family raft
slides for the line that can sport four rid-
ers per raft; and a pair of mat racer slides
called Storm Chasers.

“We’ve given ourselves a generous
space reservation,” Schneider said. “We
didn’t want to make it feel like it was con-
gested. So one of the things we studied
very carefully as a company was the flow
of guests throughout Thrill Island. ... We
don’t want to wait a very long time so
we’re very cautious of how many slides we
needed, how long people would have to
wait.”

As a full neighborhood, Thrill Island
will allow for more space as well, so fam-
ilies can base their time there while peo-
ple enjoy the water park and other fea-
tures of the neighborhood including a
feature not for the faint of heart.

Flying over the ocean

Another iconic feature of Royal Carib-
bean ships is the company logo, the crown
and anchor, propped up for all to see on
the side of the ship. Icon of the Seas has
the largest in the fleet with one on either
side of the vessel. On one side, though, you
might just hear some people screaming
because they chose to go on an adventure
trail of sorts called the Crown’s Edge.

SEE CRUISE ON PAGE 21
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“I’ll tell you what it’s not. It’s not a ropes
course,” Schneider said. “It’s not a zip
line. It’s really a never-been-done-before
experience.”

Thrill seekers may enjoy the key part of
the experience, or not.

“So you’ll harness up in kind of a unique
harness, tethered. ... There’s a series of
obstacle-esque sort of experiences you can
kind of move around because you’re teth-
ered in case you do fall, and then you walk
out, and then as you get to the end, just to
mess with you we will drop the floor out
from underneath you and you will then —
we’ll call it fly for a better way to say it.”

This all happens 154 feet over the open
ocean.

“You choose to go on the experience.
You can’t skip this. You can skip it by not
doing it,” he said. “This is a one-way expe-
rience.”

Drinking in the pool

The ship features seven pools on board
including four in a terraced neighborhood
called Chill Island. One of those named
the Swim & Tonic will be the line’s first
ever swim-up bar at sea.

It’s adjacent to the largest pool on a
cruise ship, the Royal Bay Pool, and a
margarita glass hot tub, one of nine whirl-
pools on board, on the Caribbean-themed
pool deck with a variety of lounging op-
tions that have been rolled out to other
ships in the fleet. It will also be home to
some of the Lime & Coconut bars, of
which there are four shipwide.

“We really talk about this mantra of
water, water everywhere,” Schneider said.
“We’ve really tried to redefine as many
pools as possible facing outward — glass
facades that give you vast, breathtaking
views of the ocean — and really driving
that connection to the water.”

A different neighborhood called The
Hideaway is home to a suspended infinity
pool 135 feet above the ocean along with a
multi-level sun terrace, more whirlpools
and a bar.

Yet to be revealed

Of the eight neighborhoods on board,
five are new — Surfside, AquaDome, Chill
Island, Thrill Island and The Hideaway
while Central Park, The Royal Promenade
and the Suite Neighborhood exist on other
ships in the fleet. Just what features will
be offered up in some of those spaces,
though, have yet to be revealed.

One item that’s been partially revealed
is something the line calls The Pearl,

%
B

PHotos BY RovAL CARIBBEAN/TNS

Surfside, rendered above, is a new neighborhood at the aft of the ship made for young families that includes the Water’s Edge pool for
adults along with Splashaway Bay and Baby Bay for kids with slides, fountains, water cannons, a drench bucket and more.

which is a 36-by-95-foot window smack
dab in the middle of the ship that acts as
the first thing people will see when they
get on board, and is the centerpiece to the
Royal Promenade.

“As we think of the arrival experience,
all of our ships have what you would call a
mic drop arrival moment. We set up to
create that. We wanted to create a mic
drop, jaw-dropping arrival experience,”
Schneider said. “So that is both in the
location and position of The Pearl. The
experience and expanse you see as you
walk onto the ship, as you come through
the airlock, you see the beauty of The
Pearl, and so it serves a lot of different
purposes.”

Schneider, though, teased that many of
the details are under wraps for now.

“I keep telling people it will be the lar-
gest kinetic experience on the planet,” he
said. “We’re not really talking about what
that means, but if you google the word
‘kinetic’ it will kind of give you a sense of
where we’re heading. And there’s a Star-
bucks as you walk in. That’s important.”

What he did reveal is that the space will
change for all seven days of the sailing in
some manner and play into travelers’
emotions.

“This is our first in class in 10 years. So when
you take first in class, with 23 [food & beveragel]
venues, 15 new kinds of experiences that we've
never done before, new neighborhoods ... the
orchestration and choreography of that, we're
going to knock out of the park, so we’re taking
our time to make this is the most amazing

vacation experience.”

Jay Schneider

chief product innovation officer for Royal Caribbean

Category 6, rendered above, is the Iargest water park at sea with six slides: the
industry’s ﬁrst open free-fall slide; the tallest drop slide at sea; the first two family raft
slides at sea with four riders per raft; and cruising’s first mat-racing duo.

The ship is slated to begin seven-night
Eastern and Western Caribbean voyages
from Port Miami on Jan. 28, 2024, but will
arrive in Florida in December 2023. Book-
ings are open at royalcaribbean.com.

It’s the first of three announced ships in
the Icon class with the next two set to be
delivered in 2025 and 2026. It’s the first in
the line to be powered by liquefied natural
gas, which is a cleaner burning fuel that’s
part of an industry-wide effort to reduce
carbon emissions.

“This is our first in class in 10 years,”
Schneider said. “So when you take first in
class, with 23 [food & beverage] venues, 15
new kinds of experiences that we’ve never
done before, new neighborhoods ... the
orchestration and choreography of that,

we’re going to knock out of the park, so
we’re taking our time to make this the
most amazing vacation experience.”

Details about those features, though,
will be rolled out over the next year as
construction continues at the Meyer Tur-
ku shipyard in Finland with the ship’s float
out — aka its first taste of water — expect-
ed in December and sea trials not until
next summer.

“You only saw about 20% of Icon,” Bay-
ley said. “One of the challenges of Icon is
there is a lot to talk about, and over the
coming months, we’re going to reveal
more and more of the elements and com-
ponents and experiences of Icon ... There’s
a few things that we have that are really
top secret.”
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Museum
with an
explosive
history

Felixstowe attraction used
to service underwater mines,
now houses military models

By KYLE ALVAREZ
Stars and Stripes
ngland is brimming with
important historical sites, but
not every one can garner the
cachet of Stonehenge or the
Tower Bridge.

One of the best things about living in
Britain is the ability to find riveting histo-
ry almost anywhere I go. About an hour’s
drive from RAFs Mildenhall, Lakenheath
and Feltwell is one of those lesser-known
places whose historical chops are no less
worthy.

Landguard Fort in the port town of
Felixstowe is an impressive structure that
is grounded in maritime and coastal de-
fense and played a key role in both world
wars.

My family visited Felixstowe recently to
get our fill of the seaside. Being from Mia-
mi, we longed for the salty marine air, and
we found just what we were seeking.

The fort was initially built in the 1500s
by Henry VII and was torn down and
rebuilt several times over the years by the
time the Dutch invaded England in 1667,
which was the last time an enemy success-
fully invaded the country.

Unfortunately, the fort was closed on
the day we went, so we didn’t get to ex-
plore the inside, but were happily sur-
prised by the adjacent Felixstowe Mu-
seum.

Both are on the Landguard Peninsula,
which includes a cycling and walking trail.
My daughter loved exploring the flora and
fauna on the peninsula and worked on her
counting skills while watching the giant
ships enter the port.

After exploring the peninsula, we en-
tered the Felixstowe Museum, which has
14 rooms with various historical themes,
from miniature models of English military
equipment and vehicles operated by the
country’s military during the world wars,
to a room dedicated to the Landguard Fort
itself. My daughter especially loved all of
the miniature planes and boats.

The museum staffers have a sense of
humor, as they sprinkle in fictional minia-
tures throughout its exhibits. I found a
RoboCop toy in one room, an E.T. in an-
other and an All Terrain Armored Trans-
port from “Star Wars” in another.

The museum is an annex to the Land-

On the QT

Address: Viewpoint Road, Felixstowe, England
Hours: Spotty. The fort will be open Dec. 17 and
18 for holiday tours, then again from Feb. 19-27.
The regular schedule resumes in April until the
end of October: Thursdays to Sundays and
school holidays, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
last admission at 3 p.m. The museum is open on
a slightly different schedule from noon to 5 p.m.
Check the websites or call for details.

Admission: For the museum, adults, 4 pounds;
children 6 and up, 1 pound; children under 5,
free; English Heritage members, 3.20 pounds;
volunteers free. Ticket prices for the fort are a
little higher. Prices may vary for events.
Information: Online: www.landguard.com,
felixstowemuseum.org; +44 1394 675900

Kyle Alvarez

guard Fort and was used to service the
underwater mines that used to occupy the
Harwich Harbor, as explained by the
friendly curator and manager of the mu-
seum, Andy Calver.

He explained that throughout the histo-
ry of the fort, the soldiers here were
tasked with protecting the ports of nearby
Ipswich and a naval fort in the vicinity.

Underwater mines were transported
from the fort to the beach, where they
were strategically placed away from the
coast at various points to ensure that no
vessel could sneak into the country.

A guard would stand watch and notify
others of an enemy ship, and the soldiers
would set off the mines, which were at-
tached to wires all the way back to the
fort.

Had the fort been open, we would have
toured the so-called “maze rooms” and
learned about the Royal Marines, their
first battle and the 17th-century invasion
by the Dutch.

According to the museum, Britons were
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Landguard Fort in the port town of
English Heritage protection.
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concerned about the port during the world
wars, and the fort was on high alert be-
cause they didn’t want a repeat of 1667.
However, those concerns fortunately
turned out to be unfounded.

Our stay at the museum lasted an hour.
We were told that the fort excursion takes
roughly two hours, so when the full expe-
rience is available, visitors should budget
at least three hours to take it all in.

As for food, the on-site options are quite
limited. There is a cafe at the museum, but
all I saw on the menu were small snack
foods, coffee, drinks and potato chips. I ate
before going and I would recommend that
others do the same.

alvarez.kyle@stripes.com
Twitter: @Kal2931

Felixstowe, England, is a historical site that is under
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The Felixstowe Museum’s exhibits include a model room displaying vehicles used by the British military over the years. The museum
staff also places fun miniature figures from fictional works, such as the “Star Wars” films’ All Terrain Armored Transport seen here.

The remnants of a railway that was used
to carry underwater mines from the annex
building at the Landguard Fort out to the
beach along the North Sea in Felixstowe.
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MatT WAGNER/Stars and Stripes

The Teufelsburger at Wallis 46 in Kaiserslautern, Germany, normally includes a red bun with the crest of
the 1.FC Kaiserslautern soccer team branded on it. This version has a regular bun.

Swiss fare, hellacious burger
now served in Kaiserslautern

By MAaTT WAGNER
Stars and Stripes

he Kaiserslautern res-

taurant Wallis 46 de-

rives its name from the

German word for the
Swiss canton of Valais, the south-
ern region famous for the Mat-
terhorn.

Just like the Matterhorn, this
place is one of a kind. Situated at
Parkstrasse 46, it can boast of
being the only Swiss restaurant
in town.

In case you’re wondering what
Swiss food entails, expect all the
cheese. And when I say all the
cheese, I mean it.

Almost every menu item aside
from desserts has the dairy prod-
uct in it, including its two soups,
Chaessuppe (Swiss cheese soup)
and Walliser Brotsuppe (bread
soup from the Wallis region), the
latter of which is made with
Gruyere.

This can only be good heading
into the winter months. Com-
bined with warm drinks like
coffee, tea and hot chocolate,
Wallis 46 has whatever you need
to get through the cold doldrums
of the season.

Many menu items have vegan
versions, including the soups,
Walliser “cheese” toast and
flammkuchen. There’s even a
vegan currywurst.

Among the decidedly non-
vegan options is the Walliser
raclette, which comes in a classic
and an optional form. The ra-
clette involves a grill brought to
the table.

It has one tray below for a

AFTER
HOURS
-
Wallis 46

Address: Parkstrasse 46,
Kaiserslautern, Germany.

Hours: Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday,
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-10 p.m.;
Friday, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-11
p.m.; Saturday, 5-11 p.m.; also open
three hours before the start of 1. FC
Kaiserslautern home matches.
Prices: 3 to 22 euros, with a
four-person portion of the fondue at 80
euros.

Information: Online: wallis46.de;
Phone: 0631-6704-4730

large block of Appenzeller
cheese and one above for carrots,
onions, pickles, peperoncino and
baby corn.

When the cheese below melts,
you drop the tray and tilt it, and
you use a butter knife to scrape
the bubbling top onto the plate.
There you mix the cheese with
the grilled vegetables and a dash
of seasoning.

The optional form adds salami
and ham.

I ordered the classic, and the
result was an explosion of cheesy
goodness — and a mess if you are
not careful.

The Swiss cheese soup I or-
dered was watery, but dipping
bread in it soaked up the liquid
and brought the cheese taste to
the forefront. There’s also a fon-

due consisting of Appenzeller,
Gruyere and Emmentaler chees-
es.

But Wallis 46’s cuisine extends
beyond Swiss dishes. It offers
four kinds of flammkuchen: El-
saesser, Walliser, vegetarian and
fish. A colleague tried No. 3 on
that list.

The dough on the vegetarian
flammkuchen was baked with
the right combination of crispi-
ness and softness, he said.

The major local item on the
menu might be Wallis 46’s most
daring. The Teufelsburger pays
homage to the soccer team 1. FC
Kaiserslautern.

The club’s crest normally is
branded on a red bun, and the
burger includes onions, cheese,
tomato and a plum barbecue
sauce. It is served with a salad
and the choice of walnut, hazel-
nut or raspberry dressing.

Wallis 46 didn’t have the Rote
Teufeln, or Red Devils, buns
available during my visit, but the
taste of the burger more than
made up for that disappointment.
The plum gave the barbecue
sauce a fruity flavor that comple-
mented the meat and cheese
well.

During 1. FCK home matches,
the restaurant offers the burger
at a discounted price of 7.50
euros without the salad. Its nor-
mal price is 10.50 euros. I highly
recommend it.

Although Wallis 46 entered the
scene just a few months ago,
based on the food and the friend-
ly service, it could be here for the
long haul.

Macau’s savory hash
feels foreign, familiar

By CHRISTOPHER KIMBALL
For The Associated Press

As the first European gate-
way to China, Macau became
the center of Portugal’s mas-
sive maritime empire in the
East. You can still taste the
resulting mix of flavors.

Egg-custard tarts, salt cod
with garlic and baked duck
rice often are on the menu,
though so are galinha a Afri-
cana (African chicken), Chi-
nese steamed pork buns and
Indian coconut curry.

Now imagine that kind of
cultural convergence all in
one dish — minchi, a minced-
meat hash for which every
family has its own throw-it-
together recipe. It usually
includes potatoes and tomato
paste brought by the Portu-
guese, common Chinese in-
gredients like rice vinegar and
soy sauce, and even Worces-
tershire sauce from the Brit-
ish, who also used Macau as a
base before founding Hong
Kong across the Pearl River
Estuary in 1841.

Stir-fried together with
ground pork and a little brown
sugar, the hash tastes savory
and slightly sweet, and alto-
gether comforting.

For the weeknight-friendly
version in our book “Milk
Street Tuesday Nights,” which
limits recipes to 45 minutes or
less, we shorten the cooking
time by jumpstarting cubed
potatoes in the microwave.
After cooking the pork with
most of the seasonings, we
remove it from the pan to
finish cooking the potatoes
until they’re crispy.

We lighten what could be a
heavy dish by adding grated
ginger, which isn’t typically
involved. Sometimes served
with rice, minchi, like any
hash, begs to be topped with a
fried egg and a squeeze of
Sriracha.

Most recipes with potatoes
require turning on the oven or
long cooking times, but we
often jumpstart potatoes in the
microwave for weeknight
cooking.

Macanese
Meat-and-Potato Hash

Start to finish: 35 minutes

Servings: 4

Ingredients

1%4 pounds Yukon Gold
potatoes, peeled and cut into
Ya-inch cubes

Kosher salt and ground
black pepper

12 ounces ground pork

3 tablespoons finely grated
fresh ginger

2 tablespoons packed dark

MiLk STREET/AP

Macanese Meat-and-Potato
Hash is savory, slightly sweet
and altogether comforting.

brown sugar

2 tablespoons tomato paste

6 scallions, thinly sliced,
white and green parts re-
served separately

3 tablespoons grapeseed or
other neutral oil, divided

2 tablespoons soy sauce

2 tablespoons Worcester-
shire sauce

2 tablespoons unseasoned
rice vinegar

14 cup fresh cilantro leaves,
chopped

Directions

In a large microwafe-safe
bowl, combine the potatoes, %2
teaspoon salt and % cup wa-
ter. Cover with plastic wrap
and microwave on high until
almost tender, about S min-
utes, stirring halfway through.
Drain the potatoes.

In a medium bowl, stir to-
gether the pork, ginger, sugar,
tomato paste, scallion whites
and % teaspoon pepper. In a
12-inch nonstick skillet over
medium, heat 1 tablespoon of
oil until shimmering. Add the
pork mixture and, using a
wooden spoon, break into
small pieces. Cook, stirring
once or twice, until lightly
browned, S minutes. Transfer
to a clean bowl and wipe out
skillet.

Set the skillet over medium-
high, add the remaining 2
tablespoons oil and heat until
shimmering. Add the potatoes
and cook, stirring and ad-
justing heat as needed, until
browned and crisped, about 15
minutes. Return the pork to
the skillet and add the soy and
Worcestershire sauces and
vinegar. Toss, then stir in half
each of the scallion greens
and cilantro. Taste, season
with salt and pepper, then
transfer to a serving dish and
sprinkle with the remaining
scallions and cilantro.
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Flush with fresh options

Artists, architects are sprucing up public restrooms in central Tokyo

By Hana KusumoTo
Stars and Stripes
estrooms in Japan are widely known for
being clean and high-tech, with bidets, heat-
ed toilet seats and even the recorded sound
of flushing water so others won’t hear you
doing your business.

But some public facilities are known to be dirty, dark
and unpleasant to use.

In the popular Shibuya ward in central Tokyo, a group
is working to turn public restrooms into works of art that
are pleasant places to visit and accessible to any user.

The nonprofit Nippon Foundation, a philanthropic orga-
nization with projects at home and around the world,
noticed that despite the reputed cleanliness of Japanese
toilets, public facilities are often avoided. With the help of
16 prominent Japanese architects and designers, the
group began a project — called The Tokyo Toilet — to
redesign 17 public restrooms in Shibuya in an effort to
improve their image.

The facilities are also cleaned more often than usual
and are equipped for ostomates and wheelchair users. All
have at least one toilet available for any gender to use.

The bathrooms have unique designs and some even
look like artwork. Some have transparent walls and oth-
ers are mushroom shaped or painted bright red.

The restrooms at Haru-no-Ogawa Community Park and
Yoyogi Fukamachi Mini Park near Yoyogi-Koen Station
are transparent. There, you’ll find users nervously open-
ing the doors to see how the bathrooms work.

The exterior glass walls use special technology that
turns them opaque when the door is locked from inside.

Architect Shigeru Ban explained on the Tokyo Toilet
website that the transparent walls allow users to check
the restroom’s cleanliness and whether anyone is inside
before entering, which also is good for safety and crime
prevention. At night, the bathrooms light up to become
additional lighting in the park.

Another architect, Kengo Kuma, who helped design the
Japan National Stadium in Tokyo for the 2020 Summer
Olympics, designed the restrooms in Nabeshima Shoto
Park.

Eared cedar boards, iconic of Kuma’s designs, are used
outside and inside of each separately built bathroom,
which together resemble a village full of greenery inside
the park. Each accommodates different needs, such as for
families, dressing and grooming or wheelchair users; they
are not gender-specific.

A restroom at Nanago Dori Park, minutes away by foot
from Hatagaya Station, is shaped like an igloo. It also has
unique functions. It operates by voice command, in Japa-
nese and English, allowing people to use the facility with-
out physically touching the doors or toilet levers.

Kazoo Sato, an executive creative director for advertis-
ing agency TBWA Hakuhodo, explained on the website
that he found out that users in Europe and the U.S. avoid
touching the inside of bathrooms by stepping on levers to
flush the toilets and opening bathroom doors with toilet
paper.

He said he began exploring the idea of a touchless
restroom before the COVID-19 pandemic but it “acceler-
ated the acceptance of this unique user experience in
terms of ‘toilet being contactless,”” he stated on the pro-
ject’s website.

On the QT

Location: Scattered
throughout Shibuya ward,
including areas near
Shibuya, Ebisu and Hara-
juku stations.

Directions: Maps of the
restrooms can be found
online at tokyotoilet.jp/en.
Hours: Available anytime.
Costs: Free

Information: Online:
tokyotoilet.jp/en

Hana Kusumoto

Left: In the popular
Shibuya ward in cen-
tral Tokyo, a group is
working to turn public
restrooms into works
of art that are pleasant
places to visit and
accessible to anyone.

PHoTos BY AKiIFumI ISHIKAWA
Stars and Stripes

The new public restroom at Nanago Dori Park, a few
minutes’ walk from Hatagaya Station in Tokyo, is shaped
like an igloo and operated by voice command.

Users first need to scan in a QR code with their mobile
device to open the door. Then they need to say, “Hi, toi-
let” and wait for a beep to give a voice command, such as
“flush the toilet” or “start the bidet.”

Several microphones are mounted inside the bath-
rooms, but when I tried it, it was unable to hear my voice
command and kept asking to repeat. Luckily, it under-
stood my command to open and close the bathroom door,
so I did not get locked in the bathroom.

Although the project is ongoing, there are plenty of
restrooms to see. Many are near major tourist spots in
Shibuya and Harajuku. Remembering where they are
may help when you need to use bathrooms while on an
outing, but you may also make a walking trip out of vis-
iting each one.

Thirteen of the 17 restrooms have been completed, and
four more are expected to open by the end of this year in
the Sasazuka, Hatagaya, Sendagaya and Yoyogi areas of
Shibuya ward.

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto
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Veggies’

delight

Mr. Farmer in central Tokyo provides
memorable options for ‘clean eaters’

By JuaN King
Stars and Stripes
r. Farmer, a health-
conscious, vegeta-
ble-based café on a
bustling street in
Omotesando offers delicious food
for the “clean eater.”

The place is child friendly and
can accommodate approximately
S0 people. Mr. Farmer has six
other locations in Japan, mostly
in Tokyo and Yokohama.

My family did not make reser-
vations ahead of our visit, but we
did not wait long to be seated.
Our table near the front faced a
large window.

We found the menu by scan-
ning a QR code on a card at our
table; the code opened the menu
on the restaurant’s mobile order
website. There is an English
menu.

The selections were intriguing
if a little pricey. We left after
paying the equivalent of an $80
check but understood that Shi-
buya can be an expensive day
out.

All five vegan burger sets on
the menu looked tasty. When the
food arrived, it became clear that
this eatery was another fantastic
spot to satisfy our plant-based
needs.

I settled on the soy-based Truf-
fle Cheese vegan burger, which
included a side of potato wedges.
My wife and son each had the
Loco Moco, a Hawaiian dish that
usually comes with white rice,
topped with a hamburger patty
and a fried egg. This version, of
course, was made with all plant-
based alternatives. Each meal
was artistically arranged on the
plate.

For a drink, I tried the Dr.
Beauty, one of four fruit or vege-
table smoothies on the menu. The
purple mix of strawberry, blue-
berry, acai and apple was served
chilled in a large glass. We also
tried the soy latte, lemonade and
iced tea.

Four varieties of flavored wa-
ter infused with fruits and vege-
tables were also available at a
water bar near the front.

AFTER
HOURS

1.

Mr. Farmer

Location: Sepia Harajuku 1F, 4-5-12
Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-
0001

Directions: A short walk from Omote-
sando Station. Google plus code is
MP96+6R Shibuya City, Tokyo.
Times: Open daily, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Prices: Main dishes range up to ap-
proximately 1,990 yen or about
$13.50, not including sides or bever-
ages.

Dress: Casual

Information: Phone: 03-5413-4215;
Online: mr-farmer.jp

Juan King

The soy-based Truifle Cheese
vegan burger comes with a side
of potato wedges.

Finally, along with our entrées,
we ordered three slices of the
delicious-looking blueberry chee-
secake topped with plenty of
fresh blueberries for dessert.
After devouring our main por-
tions, we must have fallen into a
food coma because we left before
the cheesecake arrived. That was
a costly mistake that we still talk
about today.

The food was memorable,
though, and maybe next time we
will get that dessert.

king.juan@stripes.com
Twitter: @JuanKing_17

Plase wrire
wai't -rﬁbe

PHoTtos BY JuaN KiNnG
Stars and Stripes

Above: The meat-free
Loco Moco from

Mr. Farmeris a
Hawaiian dish of
white rice, an
alternative to a
hamburger patty

and an alternative

to an egg. The eatery
has locations
throughout Tokyo and
Yokohama, Japan.

Left: Mir. Farmer is
a health-conscious,
vegetable-based
eartery that offers
delicious food for
the “clean eater.”

Left: The
Omotesando
location of

Mr. Farmer is

on a bustling street
that’s a short walk
from Omotesando
station.

Find out all about the best place to eat, shop, and explore in your area on Best of the Pacific 2022 website!
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Finding the

bright side
of sorrow

Writer Ross Gay’s latest collection of essays,
‘Inciting Joy,” reveals light in the face of loss

By RoHAN PRESTON
Star Tribune
fter Ross Gay’s father
was diagnosed with
stage 4 liver cancer,
Gay, while caring for
his dad, made a surprising and
gratifying discovery. His old man
had freckles.

“The reason I got that close to
him was because he was dying,
but the joy it gave me to find out
that he had freckles was a kind of
grace,” Gay said. “Instead of
being purely devastated by his
dying, I was flummoxed by his
beauty.”

Move over, Oprah Winfrey,
and make room for a passionate
exponent of finding rainbows in
life’s storms. A prolific poet and
essayist, Gay writes about his
father in “Through My Tears I
Saw,” one of 14 essays in his new
collection, “Inciting Joy.”

Evocative
images cascade
through “In-
citing Joy,” and
all of them orbit
the notion of
finding grace
and solace amid
hardships and
setbacks. An
avid gardener and onetime skate-
boarder who now teaches En-
glish at Indiana University, Gay
draws from his everyday life
tending the soil, from playing
pickup basketball and from his
memories, weaving words that
dazzle and also take off in a myri-
ad of directions.

Think of a beaming sculpture
made of shards of glass. Joy, as
Gay sees it, is that reflection,
misunderstood though it may be.

“Joy is the light that comes
from us as we carry each other
through our sorrows — and no
one gets out of this life without
sorrow,” Gay said. “It feels like
an accomplishment of becoming
grown is to understand that life
and death are not separated.”

In many ways, “Inciting Joy” is
part of a larger quest that Gay
took up years ago with other,
self-expressive titles, namely the
poetry book “Catalog of Un-
abashed Gratitude” and the es-
say collection “The Book of De-

Gay

ESSAYS

T
BETHELLING ARLHSY 0¥
THE BOOX oF DELIGHTS

lights.” He’s on a mission to have
people reconsider some of these
things that we take for granted,
or that we misconstrue altogeth-
er.

Joy, delight, gratitude — these
are the high twins to lots of low
happenings in life. They are the
light that can be found, if you pay
attention, in the dreariest of cir-
cumstances.

Passion for poetry

Born in Youngstown, Ohio,
Gay grew up in Philadelphia and
was a jock. He played basketball
and football and didn’t even
catch the poetry bug until he was
at Lafayette College. There, he
had a poetry class that he was
drifting in when a teacher as-
signed him a poem by Amiri
Baraka, the firebrand writer who
wrote essays and plays, including
“Dutchman.”

That lit his imagination and set
him on a path that included earn-
ing a doctorate at Temple Uni-
versity. As he has grown into
himself, he has spread his pas-
sions with words in four books of
poetry and two essay collections,
all while teaching. He marries
his love of sports with words in
the book-length poem “Be Hold-
ing,” which orbits the wondrous
flights of basketball great Julius
“Dr. J” Erving.

Gay may eschew the word
evangelist — he has his own
spiritual beliefs — but he has
been a proselytizer for joy, and
he wants to make us all believers
in its virtues.

He evokes his father again.

“I was lucky enough to meet
his need, which also met a need
of mine,” Gay said. “His death
was a profound sorrow, but also
an incitement of joy.”

Gay also wants us to see joy as
a major subject deserving of
rigorous critical inquiry.

“The notion that it is not seri-
ous and worthy of study is feeble
and imagines some kind of quote-
unquote pure life without pain
and without sorrow,” Gay said.
“At the supermarket, I notice the

the latest social justice move-
ment, this one ignited by the
killing of George Floyd, contin-
ues.

The query is off-base, Gay
said, but he’s always happy to
tackle it.

“The question I get is, how can
I, a Black man, be talking about
flowers at a moment like this?”
he said. “That question is rooted
in a profound misunderstanding
of how we have survived. We do
not survive what has murdered
us by studying how we die, but

“Joy is the light that comes from us
as we carry each other through our
sorrows — and no one gets out of
this life without sorrow. It feels like
an accomplishment of becoming
grown is to understand that life
and death are not separated.”

magazines at the cash register
and realize there’s a whole ma-
chinery to get us out of the funda-
mental understanding that sor-
row is inescapable.”

Why now

He has gotten the question,
and taken some grief, about why
he is writing about joy at this
juncture of history, especially as

Ross Gay

by studying and passing on what
has kept us alive. That’s a joyful
proposition for me. When people
talk about epigenetic trauma, I'm
quick to say, yes, but there’s also
epigenetic joy.”

Gay is not alone in his quest.
He references Zadie Smith in
“Inciting Joy,” and her notion
that joy is connected to the in-
tolerable and that it is the in-

tolerable that makes life worth-
while.

Gay frames it differently.
There’s no joy without the ter-
rible things in life. The heights
and depths are paired with each
other and help to define each. He
evokes pastor and futurist Erwin
Raphael McManus and his book,
“The Way of the Warrior: An
Ancient Path to Inner Peace.”

“He talks about the practice of
smiling with tears in your eyes,”
Gay said. “That has never left
me. This is one of the origins of
this way of being. You might
have emotional, mental trouble,
but you’re also alive.”

Gay had written about his
father in his first book, the 2006
poetry collection “Against
Which.” The seeds of “Inciting
Joy” are suffused in the poem
“Thank You”:

“If you find yourself half naked

and barefoot in the frosty grass,
hearing,

again, the earth’s great, sono-
rous moan that says

you are the air of the now and
gone, that says

all you love will turn to dust,

and will meet you there, do not

raise your fist. Do not raise
your small voice against it. And
do not

take cover. Instead, curl your
toes

into the grass, watch the cloud

ascending from your lips. Walk

through the garden’s dormant
splendor.

Say only, thank you.

Thank you.”
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Activision

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 adds a weapon platform system that players may use to level up weapons.

b tips to level up Modern Warfare 2 guns

You'll have to grind in multiplayer if you want to unlock the new Call of Duty’s 49 weapons across 18 platforms

By HAWKEN MILLER
The Washington Post

eapon customization has been a mainstay

of Call of Duty, with 2019’s Modern War-

fare adding the Gunsmith feature that

gave players greater choice on how they
wanted their favorite gun to look and feel. In Modern
Warfare 2, developer Infinity Ward created a new sys-
tem for leveling up weapons and tuning attachments,
adding countless ways to kit out your favorite rifle,
submachine gun, sniper or light machine gun.

The idea behind the revamped Gunsmith 2.0 centers
on the addition of a weapon platform system. A plat-
form, such as the M4, can have up to five variants (or
receivers, as they are called in the game) that turn them
into a completely different gun type (i.e., battle rifle).

As you play, you unlock attachments that improve
your guns. If you want all attachments for a platform,
you have to level up the base weapon and then its re-
ceivers by using them in-game. With the exception of a
few snipers and shotguns, you will start with a base
assault rifle, and move to a submachine gun, battle rifle
or assault rifle receiver. That means, for example, you’ll
have to play with a submachine gun to get attachments
for an assault rifle. (Don’t ask. This doesn’t make much
sense to us either.) This particular mechanic has drawn
some ire from players owing to the fact they have to use
a weapon type they dislike to improve the one they
actually want to use.

Each weapon only goes up 20 levels, which is far
fewer than the approximately 70 levels for each weapon
in Vanguard. To unlock all attachments for some plat-
forms you have to go through at least three weapons,
adding up to 60 levels. Overall, it’s not that much of a
change, but at least you’ll save up to 10 levels.

At launch, there are 49 guns to unlock across 18 plat-
forms in Modern Warfare 2, which means you’ll need to
grind in multiplayer if you want to have everything
maxed out and ready for Warzone 2.0 or DMZ.

We’ve compiled a few ways to level up quickly and
strategically:

1. Farm the bots

No, I'm not talking about players who have zero aware-
ness. In Invasion, a new mode that functions like a large-
scale team deathmatch, developers have added comput-

er-controlled soldiers that become progressively more
difficult to kill as time goes on.

When it comes to gun leveling, these bots give about the
same experience as normal Kills. They are also a lot eas-
ier to kill than human-controlled soldiers.

James “JGOD” Godoy, a content creator known for his
loadout guides and Warzone casting, recommended that
players traverse the outskirts of the map and find where
bots spawn. Create a loadout with a munition box to refill
ammunition and a tactical insertion to spawn close by,
and spray away.

2. Take the hardpoint, and XP with it

Hardpoint is a classic Call of Duty game mode that is a
mainstay of competitive play. It’s also a nice way to rack
up tons of Kills and thus weapon experience. Every 60
seconds, a new hardpoint, a small area of the map, be-
comes available. As long as you or one of your teammates
is in that location, you capture it and start racking up
points. If an enemy enters the point, it becomes contested
and no one scores.

Hardpoint is five minutes long, but the clock stops
every time a point is captured. That means actual game
time increases, leaving you more time to use your select-
ed weapon and level it up.

Once you get comfortable with a map and its hardpoint
rotations, you can start preparing and holding the choke-
points. I find that I can get up to 60 kills per game; others
who are better than me can find more than 80 elimina-
tions. Additionally, any Kill you get near the point grants
you extra experience.

3. Level up with Kill Confirmed

Kill Confirmed is another classic game mode that can
help you level up weapons. The goal of Kill Confirmed is
to eliminate enemies and confirm that elimination by
running over their dog tags, which drop when they die.

According to Modern Warzone, a Call of Duty Twitter
news account, the Kill Confirmed game mode grants you
experience for the kill and any dog tag that you recover.
You also get points for denying an enemy from collecting
your friends’ dog tags by collecting them first. This is a
great way to level up weapons if you prefer the classic
team deathmatch feel. The games aren’t as long as Hard-
point, making this my second favorite base game mode to
help unlock attachments.

4. Grind smarter

Chances are you aren’t going to be using every pistol,
shotgun and battle rifle available in Modern Warfare 2. I
plan on taking many, but not all, of the weapons I level in
multiplayer over to Warzone 2.0.

Based on the first Warzone, I know assault rifles, snip-
ers, light machine guns and submachine guns will be
king. And you can narrow that down to weapons that are
already strong in multiplayer, such as the M4, Tac-VS6
and Kastov 762 in the assault rifle category, or the Fennec
45, MX9 and Lachmann Sub in the submachine gun cate-
gory.

If you only have a certain amount of time to play and
can’t grind these out, you are better off prioritizing a few
weapons you know will be good in the future and coming
back to the rest when you can.

5. Newly discovered glitches can help

I’'m hesitant to include this because I'm not a huge fan
of exploiting in-game glitches, but a player recently dis-
covered a cheeky way to get weapon experience in the
Invasion game mode.

You first equip a suppression mine as your field up-
grade. Once you have it available in a match, you set it on
top of a bot in an enemy tank. Since they can’t get out they
are constantly suppressed, earning nearly 100 experience
a second. For some reason, that experience goes to your
weapon and it levels up in no time.

That said, I tried to replicate this and it is a lot harder
than it sounds. You have to make it to the enemy tank
without being killed by the enemy team. By the time I
successfully sneaked around to the enemy base (dodging
snipers), the game had finished and there was no tank in
sight.

6. Remember to use your tokens

Those who bought the $100 vault edition version of the
game will have 10 hours of double experience tokens and
10 hours of double weapon experience tokens. When
Season 1 starts on Nov. 16, I’'m sure you’ll have more op-
portunities to either buy more double weapon experience
or earn it through the battle pass.

As you can imagine, having double experience makes
the weapon-leveling process a lot easier. Despite the
game’s fussy user interface, the tokens are surprisingly
easy to find. It’s to the right of the “searching for match”
section.
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11 years
In the
making

How Lainey Wilson
became one of country
music’s brightest new stars

By MikaeL WoobD
Los Angeles Times

ainey Wilson’s first paying gig as a singer was the grand

opening of a convenience store in her tiny hometown of

Baskin, La. She was 9 years old, and the job paid 20 bucks.

“My daddy took me up there — no guitar, no microphone,

no nothing — and I just sang a cappella,” Wilson, now a country star
with two No. 1 radio hits to her name, recalls in her thick Louisiana
accent. Later she’d sing in the aisles of Walmart after her parents
would stop fellow shoppers to show off their gifted daughter with the
preternaturally soulful voice.
These days you can imagine a

video of one of these perfor- uTh ey t OI d me | f

mances going viral a la Mason

R ’s f Walmart ’ =

yodel Bt this was e cany  YOU doON’t make it

2000s, befi h = )

vitha smamphone ecamean DY the time you're
I! }

an‘l‘?;/ehlg'zav&?g ;(i:lg’lIl‘:)k when I 23 Or 241 you

needed it?” Wilson asks with a need to take your

laugh. “Would’ve saved me a

lot of damn time.”

Minus the internet shortcut, ass b aCk to the
Wilson took the scenic route to 7
her dreams, moving to Nash- house'
ville in 2011 in a 20-foot bum-
per-pull camper trailer she
called home for years — “The
heater couldn’t keep up in the winter,” she says, “so I was sleeping in
coats and four pairs of socks” — as she sang in bars and knocked on
doors. The old-fashioned approach paid off. On Oct. 28 she released
her vivacious new album, “Bell Bottom Country,” which follows those
two chart-toppers: “Things a Man Oughta Know,” about the down-
home wisdom she inherited from her folks, and “Never Say Never,” a
glossy toxic-romance duet with Cole Swindell.

SEE WILSON ON PAGE 29

Lainey Wilson

Lainey Wilson describes the vibe of her latest album,
“Bell Bottom Country,” as “country with a flair.”

Red Light Management
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Wilson: Singer’s success Is reflective of a change in Nashville

FROM PAGE 28

What’s more, Wilson, 30, led the field
with six nominations at Wednesday night’s
Country Music Association Awards, where
she was up for new artist of the year and
female vocalist of the year as well as song
of the year (for “Things a Man Oughta
Know”) and album of the year (for her
breakout 2021 LP, “Sayin’ What I’m Thin-
kin’”). According to the CMA, Wilson was
just the fourth artist — after Glen Camp-
bell, Brad Paisley and Kacey Musgraves
— to be nominated for half a dozen prizes
in his or her first appearance on the ballot
for Nashville’s most prestigious awards
ceremony. (Wilson won the trophies for
new artist and female vocalist.)

“I guess I've tricked a lot of people,” she
says, grinning slyly beneath one of the
flat-brimmed cowboy hats she’s made part
of her signature look. Dressed in a bright-
ly patterned Western shirt and flared
trousers, Wilson — who’s set for a recur-
ring role as a musician in the upcoming
season of the smash TV series “Yellow-
stone” — is kicked back at her manager’s
office in Nashville on a recent afternoon as
she sips a LaCroix, the flavored sparkling
water she used to hate until she got CO-
VID. “I don’t know if my taste buds
changed or what, but now I love this
stuff,” she says. “Makes me feel like I'm
drinking something bad when I’'m not.”

Asked how it feels to be feted as the
country industry’s shiniest new act after
grinding it out for more than a decade,
Wilson chuckles. “What do they call it?
The 11-year overnight sensation?” she
says. “There’s definitely been times when
I was like, ‘Dang, I wish this would’ve
happened sooner.’ But I feel like I’'ve got
more to say now. I’ve been through more
life. I’'ve been through more heartbreaks.”

Her experience is easy to hear on the
beautifully lived-in “Bell Bottom Coun-
try,” her second full-length for Broken
Bow Records, which signed her in 2019 on
the strength of two independent projects.
Produced by Jay Joyce (known for his
work with Miranda Lambert and Eric
Church), the album blends crusty guitars,
juicy bass lines and funky, hard-hitting
drums in songs Wilson co-wrote about
family, religion, young love and the bless-
ing-slash-curse of bone-deep wanderlust.

That’s the subject of the album’s lead
single, “Heart Like a Truck,” which show-
cases the emotional range of the singer’s
voice — from a pleading murmur to a
full-throated yowl — and which is steadily
climbing Billboard’s country airplay chart.

“You hear the title and you think, OK,
here we go, another truck song,” Wilson
says, punctuating the thought with a sad-
trombone sound. “But it’s actually got
nothing to do with a truck. It’s about find-
ing freedom and strength and not being
ashamed of the scratches and dents you
get along the way.”

Joyce compares Wilson to Dolly Parton
— Wilson’s idol, as it happens — and says
he finds her “realness” refreshing.
“There’s nothing put-on about Lainey,”
says the producer. “She’s not store-
bought.”

Yet Wilson’s success also reflects a
moment of incremental change in Nash-
ville, which after years of largely neglect-
ing female artists is starting to make more
room for women.

In April, Lambert and Elle King’s

at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville. Wilson, the leading nominee at the CMAs with six,
won trophies for new artist and female vocalist.

“Drunk (And I Don’t Wanna Go Home)”
became the first track by two women to
reach No. 1 at country radio since 1993;
then Carly Pearce and Ashley McBryde
got there again in May with “Never Want-
ed to Be That Girl.” At the CMAs, Lam-
bert and Carrie Underwood were both
nominated for the third year in a row for
the night’s top prize, entertainer of the
year (it went to Luke Combs); before 2020,
it had been two decades since more than
one woman was nomi-
nated in the category.
(That no woman has
won since Taylor Swift
in 2011 shows an imbal-
ance still persists.)

Wilson — who has a
second hit on the radio
with “Wait in the
Truck,” a stark duet
with Hardy about do-
mestic violence — says
that when she came to
town, “They told me if you don’t make it
by the time you’re 23 or 24, you need to
take your ass back to the house.” After she
passed that age and an interviewer would
ask how old she was, she’d smile and say,
“Didn’t your mama teach you better than
that?” Now, though, “I'm like, ‘Hell yeah,
I’'m 30 years old,”” she says. “This is the
best year of my life, and I'm proud of
that.”

Wilson, whose dad is a farmer and mom
a teacher, grew up in Baskin (population:
approximately 250) listening to Lee Ann
Womack, the Judds and Tim McGraw. “I
didn’t realize when I was little that coun-
try music was a genre,” she says. “In that
area — no stoplight, just a bunch of corn-
fields — it was just a way of life.” Her
grandmother was the first person to recog-
nize that she could carry a tune, though it
was a childhood trip to Dollywood, she
says, that convinced her she wanted to be
a musician. By 11, Wilson was playing
guitar and writing songs “about tequila

“There’s nothing
put-on about
Lainey. She’s not
store-bought.”

producer of “Bell Bottom Country”

and cigarettes”; in high school she worked
as a Hannah Montana impersonator, so-
metimes opening shows with a set of her
own material under her real name.

Does she have a favorite Hannah Mon-
tana song? “I mean, ‘The Best of Both
Worlds,’ of course,” she says. “Everybody
knows it. But I’ll tell you — and I know it’s
technically a Miley Cyrus song — ‘The
Climb’ is up there.” Today the power bal-
lad’s co-writer Jessi Alexander is one of
Wilson’s best friends;
she even has a cut on
“Bell Bottom Country.”

Wilson describes the
new album’s vibe as
“country with a flair”,
Joyce, she says, “fig-
ured out how to make
the music almost sound
the way that I dress.” In
the studio they thought
about “classic rock and
old country,” says the
producer, and went for “arrangements
that aren’t blueprint verse-chorus-verse-
chorus-bridge-chorus.” There’s wah-wah
guitar in “Grease” and a quasi-reggae
breakdown in “Road Runner,” and the LP
closes with an unexpected cover of 4 Non
Blondes’ early-"90s hippie-grunge hit
“What’s Up?”

“I used to sing it with a cover band back
at home, and it was one of those that killed
every time,” Wilson says.

For all the enthusiasm around “Bell
Bottom Country,” it’s not hard for Wilson
to remember the indifference she encoun-
tered on her first radio tour in 2019, “vis-
iting six or seven stations a day, playing to
people on their cellphones.” Given how
long she’d worked just to get signed, she
was happy to put in the work; her ap-
proach back then was “to be nice to every-
body — to basically run for mayor,” she
says. “But I remember this one guy telling
me I was no good and how he hoped I
wouldn’t cry when I left the station. I

Jay Joyce

Mark HUMPHREY, INviSiON/AP

Lainey Wilson performs “Wait in the Truck” during the CMA Awards on Wednesday night

leaned over his desk and I said, ‘With all
the years I've been in Nashville, you say-
ing that to me ain’t s—.” She laughs at the
memory. “This is probably a psycho trait
of mine, but that just made me want it that
much more.”

Her work ethic pushed her again this
past summer when she traveled to Monta-
na to shoot “Yellowstone” even as her
father was in the hospital after suffering a
stroke. “We thought we were gonna lose
him,” she says. “I told the show I couldn’t
come. But then I found out they’d hired a
bunch of people to be on set, and I was
like, Daddy is the hardest-working man I
know — he would want me to go do my
job. So I changed my mind and I went. But
I was crying in between takes.” (Wilson
recently told fans that her dad is recover-
ing after a series of surgeries.)

Wilson views “Yellowstone,” whose fifth
season premieres Sunday, as one reason
that “country is kind of becoming cool
again. For a minute there, I don’t know if
it was cool. But now you see all these kids
on TikTok acting like cowboys when they
ain’t never rode a horse in their life.”

Even so, Nashville has been riven lately
by a kind of culture war between young
liberal acts such as Maren Morris and
slightly older conservative stars like Jason
Aldean. In September, Morris — who’s
traded barbs online with Aldean and his
wife, Brittany, over issues related to trans
youth — told The Times that perhaps
country music had split into two factions
and that she might be fine with that.

Asked if she thinks of it that way, Wilson
says, “Well, first of all, I hope that whole
situation gets resolved in some kind of
way,” referring to the feud between Mor-
ris (with whom she shares a management
firm) and Aldean (with whom she’s toured
and shares a label). “But if there are two
sides, I feel love from both and I love
both.” Does she see an increasing willing-
ness among historically tight-lipped coun-
try stars to speak out on politics?

“It’s split,” Wilson says. “Some people
are like, ‘Speak up for what you believe
in,” and other people are like, ‘Keep your
mouth shut.’ I remember a time when my
parents made me feel like it was rude to
ask somebody who they were voting for. I
just feel like my business is my business.
And my job is to get onstage and make
sure everybody in that room feels loved.”

Jon Loba, president of Broken Bow,
thinks Wilson bridges a common gap in
Nashville. “She’s one of the very few art-
ists who have the cool kids and the very
mainstream audience,” he says, adding
that the widespread interest in Wilson
reminds him of the demand for a young
Taylor Swift during his earlier stint at
Swift’s old label, Big Machine.

The prospect of that kind of reach ex-
cites Wilson, though she has mixed feel-
ings about the loss of privacy that accom-
panies true celebrity. “Country-music
people like seeing a little inside scoop of
your life,” she says — one explanation for
the countless covers of People magazine
showing some bearded country bro or
another posing with his lovely wife. “Even
if 'm married one day, I don’t know if I'd
be posting about my husband all over
social media. I mean, Dolly’s husband —
there’s like one picture of him on the in-
ternet. She’s kept that private, and I think
that’s OK.”
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Netflix photos

From left: Imelda Staunton and Jonathan Pryce as Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip; Lesley Manville as Princess Margaret; Dominic West and Elizabeth Debicki as Prince Charles
and Princess Diana on Season 5 of “The Crown.” The new season opens in 1991, in the thick of one of the ugliest periods of the royal family’s recent history.

Royal trouble brewing on ‘The Grown’

Season 5 of the sumptuous and compulsively watchable Netflix show casts Charles, Diana in a different light

By AsHLEY FETTERS MALOY
The Washington Post
arly in the first season
of Netflix’s “The
Crown,” Queen El-
izabeth II’s grand-
mother advises the newly anoint-
ed 25-year-old royal in a moment
of uncertainty to remember that
the monarchy answers not to the
British public, but to God him-
self.

“Monarchy is God’s sacred
mission to grace and dignify the
Earth,” Queen Mary says sternly.
“To give ordinary people an ideal
to strive toward.” Elizabeth,
inscrutable even in her younger
years, gives her a long look.

If it was wishful thinking in
Season 1, it’s a joke by Season S.
The new season, which pre-
miered Wednesday, finds the
royal family in 1991, in the thick
of one of the ugliest periods of its
recent history; almost everyone
is up to no good. But in a major
feat for creator-writer Peter
Morgan and the third iteration of
the show’s cast — keeping the
tradition of replacing actors
every two seasons as the charac-
ters age — “The Crown” never-
theless remains as sumptuous
and compulsively watchable as
ever. As the story creeps ever
closer toward current events,
however, storylines tread on
recent-enough ground (read: the
tabloid spectacle of Charles and
Diana’s divorce) to potentially
rankle some who lived through
the original scandals.

As Netflix tells it, the royal
family’s hobbies in the 1990s
included sailing, carriage driv-
ing, watching horse races, having
affairs, grousing about one anoth-
er (in private and on television)
and asking for favors from a
Britain with which they share an
increasingly strained relation-
ship. Elizabeth (Imelda Staun-
ton), now in her 60s, pesters one
prime minister and then another
about a £15 million repair job for
her royal yacht. Her husband,

Prince Philip (Jonathan Pryce),
spends conspicuous amounts of
time aboard private jets with the
wife of one of Prince Charles’
friends. Charles (Dominic West)
and Princess Diana (Elizabeth
Debicki) squabble on vacations
and sulk in separate castles while
Charles carries on his yearslong
extramarital relationship with
Camilla Parker Bowles (Olivia
Williams) and Diana airs the
royal dirty laundry to anyone
who will listen.

Virtually every marriage in the
family that’s still standing is
miserable, and it is Prime Minis-
ter John Major — played with
understated magnetism by Jonny
Lee Miller — who gives the sea-

takes a fascinating detour into
Philip’s pivotal participation in a
1993 effort to confirm the identi-
ties of bodies suspected to be
those of the murdered Russian
Romanov family. (As a descend-
ant of the Romanovs, Philip gave
a DNA sample that proved the
link.) Diana’s brief post-Charles
relationship with a British-Pakis-
tani cardiac surgeon earns its
short, sweet arc. And Princess
Margaret — imbued with equal
parts whimsy and dignity by the
wonderful Lesley Manville —
anchors a masterful episode
about love lost and changing
social mores: She shares a tender
reunion with Peter Townsend,
the royal equerry she was en-

“The House of Windsor should be
binding the nation together. Setting
an example of idealized family life.

Instead, the senior royals seem
dangerously deluded and out of
touch. The junior royals, feckless,
entitled and lost.”

Jonny Lee Miller as Prime Minister John Major
“The Crown”

son its thesis early on when he
meets the royal clan in all its
sprawling, decadent chaos.

“The House of Windsor should
be binding the nation together.
Setting an example of idealized
family life,” he remarks to his
wife as they retire to their bed-
room. “Instead, the senior royals
seem dangerously deluded and
out of touch. The junior royals,
feckless, entitled and lost.”

And yet, as always with “The
Crown,” the strokes of genius lie
in the selection of anecdotes, and
the new season finds compelling
stories to tell even about charac-
ters it has soured on. One episode

gaged to decades before but was
forbidden by Elizabeth from
marrying because he was di-
vorced.

Curiously, while the show
seems to have to dig deep some-
times to find affection for its
characters, it seems to have the
easiest time with Charles. Conve-
niently for the real-life king, who
awaits coronation to officially
ascend to the throne, the show’s
depiction of the dissolution of his
marriage to Diana presents a
challenge to the version of events
that has calcified into the Amer-
ican collective memory over the
past three decades. Season 4

reinforced that version: Diana’s
struggles with depression and
self-harming behaviors were
portrayed as outgrowths of the
royal family’s chilly demeanor
and tacit approval of her hus-
band’s infidelity. But Season S
presents a reversal. Charles?
Less evil than you think, it seems
to say. Diana? Kind of a little
twerp, now and again.

Debicki, an Australian actress
arguably best known for playing
untrustworthy beauties (“The
Great Gatsby,” “The Man from
U.N.C.L.E.”) and the often long-
suffering wives and girlfriends of
bad guys (“Widows,” “The Night
Manager,” “Tenet”), is perfectly
cast as a Diana whom the show
seems to see as a little bit of both.
Her pain at the betrayal of her
husband and the subsequent
failure of their marriage mani-
fests itself as pettiness. She does
a tell-all, “her side of the story”
interview with BBC reporter
Martin Bashir and informs the
royal family only when it’s taped
and well on its way to airing;
alone at home, she watches a
debate on whether Britain still
needs a monarchy and repeated-
ly calls in to vote “no.” Sure,
Diana visits a hospital here and
there. But she also loudly com-
plains throughout the 10 new
episodes about the royal family’s
“unsympathetic” treatment to so
many near- and literal strangers
that by the time she quips her
famous “I’d like to be queen of
people’s hearts” line to Bashir, it
feels almost duplicitous.

Which leaves Charles (played
winsomely here by the ever-
winsome West) and his para-
mour Camilla at the beleaguered
end of all this, seeking comfort in
each other. Williams’ perfor-
mance as Camilla may be the
best thing to happen to real Ca-
milla since Emerald Fennell’s
portrayal a few years back:
While Fennell offered a gregari-
ous, entertaining (and occasion-
ally mean) antithesis to “shy Di,”

Williams plays Camilla as a lik-
ably no-nonsense woman with a
few meaty scenes that remind
the viewer that by the late 1990s,
her enduring love for Charles
had cost her dearly. As a result,
even the famously filthy phone
call between the two that caused
a scandal when it was taped and
released to the public feels sur-
prisingly tender, a moment of
idle romantic mischief between
two middle-aged adults yearning
for each other.

It doesn’t hurt that the show
finds Charles continually fighting
an uphill battle to modernize the
monarchy. Or that it spends a
good chunk of one episode on the
Prince’s Trust, Charles’ charity
for young people, as though em-
phasizing that Charles, too, did
charity work and cared about
helping people. “The Crown”
even extends one of its rare epi-
logue sequences to it: “Don’t
Sweat the Technique” plays over
an outro montage of West as
Charles laughing and clapping
with a horde of diverse young
people, a few of them break-
dancing. Since 1976, the text
reads, “The Prince’s Trust has
assisted 1 million young people to
fulfill their potential and re-
turned nearly £1.4 billion in value
to society.”

“The Crown” has always
seemed to relish the opportunity
to knock historical figures be-
loved by Americans down a peg
or two. John Lithgow’s Winston
Churchill in the first season was
a press-savvy egotist; the Kenne-
dys, in Season 2, boorish and
rude. Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin appear briefly in the third
season after their Apollo 11 moon
landing, their groundbreaking
accomplishments conspicuously
dulled by their boring personal-
ities.

Diana, it seems — in the grand
scheme of “The Crown’s” target-
ed iconoclasm — is next in line.

All 10 episodes of Season S of
The Crown are now on Netflix.
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“Blockbuster” stars Melissa Fumero and Randall Park pose Oct. 24 in Los Angeles. Fumero also starred in “Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” and Park in “Fresh Off the Boat.”

Making brick-and-mortar connections

‘Blockbuster’ a comedy about the staff of the last video store, their relationships with customers and each other

By ALicia RanciLio
Associated Press

ctors are accustomed to change,

always beginning and ending

new projects in various loca-

tions with new people. But for
Melissa Fumero, who starred in “Brooklyn
Nine-Nine” for eight seasons, taking on a
new role in the Netflix series “Blockbus-
ter” was anxiety-inducing.

“I told myself ‘Look, that kind of magic
doesn’t happen again. You had your one
unicorn in your career. It’s probably never
going to be that good again,” Fumero said
in a recent interview. Those jitters went
away when co-star Randall Park and the
rest of the cast assembled to film the 10-
episode show about the employees of the
sole surviving Blockbuster video store. “I
met this cast and met Randall, and we
started all working together, and it was
literally the same magic unicorn again. I
can’t believe it.”

Park — best known for the ABC comedy
“Fresh Off the Boat,” which aired for six
seasons — plays Timmy, the proud man-
ager of a Blockbuster store in a small town
in Michigan.

Quickly into the first episode he gets
word that all remaining Blockbusters will
be shut down effective immediately and
corporate’s office is being turned into a
WeWork, but Timmy’s Blockbuster can
remain open because it still generates a
small amount of business. He becomes the
de facto owner of the last Blockbuster in
the world. (The actual last remaining
Blockbuster is in Bend, Ore.)

Timmy loves his job, his coworkers and

Netflix

Fumero and Park play employees of the last Blockbuster store in the Netflix series.

connecting with the people who come to
his store. In the pilot episode, as Timmy
chats with a customer who hasn’t rented a
movie in a while, he says, “What’s it been?
Three years this March?” The customer
breaks it to him that he’s been using Net-
flix, but ends up renting “Under the Tus-
can Sun” on Timmy’s recommendation to
help get through a breakup.

Timmy’s genuine belief is that the in-
person exchange of renting a movie, or
just leaving the house to visit any brick-
and-mortar store, is valuable because

human beings need socialization. His
employees (played by actors including
Madeleine Arthur, Olga Merediz and
Tyler Alvarez) don’t exactly have the
same conviction, but they’ll go along with
his lofty ideas to bring attention to the
store — and to keep working.

“Timmy is the same kind of boss I
would be, I think. Which is not necessarily
a good thing,” Park said. “The problem
with Timmy and the problem with me, is
this deep desire to be liked. ... He puts out
a lot of positivity and a lot of love. That’s

what really speaks to me about the charac-
ter. But his need to be liked gets him in
trouble often.”

Fumero plays Eliza, a down-on-her-luck
Blockbuster employee who previously
worked with Timmy at the store when
they were in high school; he’s had a secret
crush on her ever since. Eliza went to
Harvard — for a semester — but dropped
out because she got pregnant. She mar-
ried, had a baby and is now separated
from her husband, whom she caught on a
date with another woman in the Costco
cafe.

“The thing about Eliza that I was really
drawn to was this woman who things
didn’t go exactly the way she thought they
would,” Fumero said. “We’re catching her
at this moment in her life where she’s
figuring out what’s next and who she is
after she’s already raised a kid.”

Timmy and Eliza have a classic will
they/won’t they running through the story-
line, which the actors say they enjoy.

“Everyone loves a romance,” Park said.
“The fact that these two characters also
had a history before makes it so special
and different and complicated and all
those things. I'm very invested.”

Fumero says “Blockbuster,” like
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” is a workplace
comedy where employees become family
and in some ways know each other better
than family: “No matter what industry you
worKk in are these little dysfunctional fam-
ilies that exist everywhere and these peo-
ple that you spend all these hours with
every day, and it’s a part of everyone’s
life.”
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Climbing
with added
confidence

Hikers divided over using trekking poles: Is
increased stability worth carrying extra gear?

By AmaNDA LouDIN
The Washington Post

iking is a shared

passion for Ellen and

Keith Dobbins. Over

their 2S5 years of
marriage, they’ve hiked in more
than 100 national parks and
climbed many states’ highest
peaks. It’s what they do together
on vacation. But as they’ve aged
— Ellen is 56 and Keith is 5§ —
they’ve diverged in how they
hike. Ellen is a fan of trekking
poles. Keith is not.

Trekking poles stir up surpris-
ingly strong emotions among
their proponents and opponents.

For many hikers, they provide
much-needed stability and secur-
ity, in addition to giving them the
strength to ascend sometimes
long climbs. Opponents, on the
other hand, often eschew them in
favor of simplicity. They like
paring down the gear they tote
and keeping their hands free to
scramble over rocks. The ques-
tion is, which camp is right?

By and large, it’s a matter of
personal preference, but there
are benefits to using them for
some populations. For those who
would rather not, there are ways
to prevent dependence on them,
if you’re willing to put in some
work.

Ashley L. Hawke, a biomedical
engineer at the National Institute
for Occupational Safety &
Health, became interested in the
value of trekking poles when she
sprained an ankle on a hike.

“Someone handed me a pair to
use, and I was surprised by how
much they helped in that mo-
ment,” she says. “I’'ve always
thought people looked silly using
them.”

After that experience, in 2020,
Hawke and a colleague reviewed
scientific literature on the topic
from 1980 to 2019. They looked at
the relationship of using trekking
poles on joint forces, physiolog-
ical responses and balance,
among other factors, publishing
the results in Wilderness & Envi-
ronmental Medicine. “All of the
studies came to the conclusion
that there is a general net posi-
tive to using poles versus not
using them,” she says.

Like Ellen Dobbins, 67-year-

old Julie Baker, a retiree from
Columbia, Md., considers her
trekking poles a favorite piece of
hiking gear.

“I started using them about a
year ago when I began taking
serious hiking trips,” Baker says.
“I immediately realized they
gave me a sense of security on
rocky and uneven terrain.”

Baker has taken several active
vacations around the world over
the past year, toting her poles for
every one involving hikes.

“As I've aged, balance has
become more of a central con-
cern, and poles give me the sense
of confidence I need,” she says.
“There is no doubt they allow me
to do more in terms of difficulty
and distance.”

Ellen Dobbins likewise discov-
ered the value of poles for her
stability about 10 years ago when
hiking through the Narrows at
Zion National Park.

“We couldn’t see the bottom of
the river where we were hiking,
and I knew it could get deep,”
she says. “We weren’t on stable
ground so I felt more comfor-
table having poles to guide every
step.”

Balance, which begins to de-
cline as early as your 40s, is im-
proved with trekking poles,
Hawke says. “For many aging
hikers, balance can be a limiting
factor to getting outside and
exercising, so the poles can be a
gateway to the outdoors,” she
says.

Other benefits turned up from
Hawke’s review include a reduc-
tion in the ground reaction forces
that extend up to joints when
hiking, especially while descend-
ing hills — the poles take on
some of that force.

“This was especially true on
knees,” Hawke says. “If you are
taking 5,000 steps on a hike, that
can add up.”

Ellen Dobbins appreciates this.

“They’re particularly helpful

on the downhills,” she says. “Psy-

chologically, they feel like a
friend helping you up and down
climbs.”

Hawke’s review also revealed
that delayed onset muscle sore-
ness (DOMS) after long hikes
was much lower for users of
trekking poles than for those

going without. Baker has appre-
ciated the strength boost she gets
from her poles. “On rigorous
hikes, I use them to hoist myself
up and over rocks,” she says.

Despite all the literature sup-
porting the use of trekking poles,
plenty of people still would rath-
er not, including Keith Dobbins.

“I don’t want another complex-
ity to my gear,” he explains. “I’ve
already got a backpack, water,
snacks, and I don’t want to add in
poles.”

Even proponents admit trekk-
ing poles can sometimes be a
hassle. “When you hit a smooth
or flat part of a trail, it’s a bit of a
hindrance to carry them or stop
to put them in your backpack,”
Baker says. “You might want
them 1S minutes later, so it can
be a lot of back and forth.”

On a physical level, Hawke’s
review found that using poles
will actually elevate your heart
rate more than leaving them
behind, especially when going
uphill, because they engage your
upper body, as well.

“Some people might find that a
bonus because they’re getting a

better workout,” Hawke says,
“but others don’t like the sensa-
tion of working harder.”

For those who prefer to hike
without poles, with exercise, you
can offset some of the age-related
declines and other issues that
make them appealing.

“Every senior I work with talks
about having bad balance,” says
Meghan Wieser, a certified
strength and conditioning spe-
cialist at Maryland-based Re-
charge Modern Health & Fitness.
“I’d argue strength and balance
deficits are equal in the equa-
tion.”

Aging affects the vestibular,
muscular and vision systems, all
of which play a role in balance.
Wieser recommends working all
three with simple exercises.

“Start with movements that
work your single-leg stance ca-
pacity, like slow marches, first in
place and then forward and
back,” she says. “Then add load
with handheld dumbbells or
kettlebells.”

You can also add moves called
“farmer’s carries,” “suitcase
carries” and “farmer’s marches”

to the mix. For a “farmer’s car-
ry,” hold a heavy dumbbell in
each hand hanging at your side.
Walk forward, keeping the
weights a few inches out from
your thighs. The same goes for a
“farmer’s march,” only you’re
slowly marching, not walking. A
“suitcase carry” involves holding
only one weight at a time, off-
setting your balance as you
move.

Squats, weighted step-ups/
step-downs from a bench and
working on foot strength can all
make you a more confident hiker,
Wieser says. With consistency,
all will improve both strength
and balance, making you steadier
on your feet. Then it’s up to you if
you’d like to wean yourself off
the poles, or not, remembering
that the longer you hike, the
more fatigued your body will
become.

For Baker, who does some
strength training, there’s prob-
ably no going back.

“When I look around the trails
and see people not using them,
I’'m amazed,” she says. “On these
trips, the poles are my buddies.”
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By SYDNEY PAGE

The Washington Post
rsh Pal had bold ambitions when he started
selling his artwork at age 8: He wanted to
raise $1,000 for charity.

Four years later, he has far surpassed his
goal. Arsh, now 12, has sold hundreds of his acrylic
and watercolor paintings, the proceeds of which have
totaled more than $15,000. Apart from a small portion
he takes to buy supplies, every dollar has gone to char-
ities that support children.

“Young people have the power to change the world,”
Arsh said from his home in Dubuque, Iowa, which is
also his art studio.

Arsh has always been artistically inclined, his moth-
er said. When he was a young boy, Divya Pal and her
husband, Sanjeev, signed their son up for extracurric-
ular activities such as piano, karate and gymnastics,
but “he would lean toward art,” Pal said.

For his eighth birthday present, the Pals bought a
watercolor set for Arsh. He spent all his spare time in
front of an easel.

“That’s how I started painting,” he said.

Soon, a stack of completed canvases began piling up,
so I decided to give them away to friends and family,”
said Arsh, adding that he also displayed some pieces at
his school, which people asked to buy.

Around the same time, Arsh was frequently visiting
a local nursing home, where his mother works as an
occupational therapist. Spending time there inspired
him to start selling his art for a good cause.

“Just by talking to the residents and the people
there, it just made them smile and that really made me
smile at the same time,” he said. “That thought made
me want to help people in need through my paintings.”

And so began his fundraising initiative, which he
called “Art by Arsh.” He sells his paintings at local art
shows, restaurants and libraries, as well as on his
Instagram account and Facebook page.

He donated his first $1,000 to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in 2018, and has since expanded his
reach to support various other charities, including
Easterseals, Compass to Care, the Riverview Center
and the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Arsh mainly contributes to child-focused organiza-
tions, he said, because “I wanted to help kids.”

Although he stopped counting long ago, Arsh said he
estimates that he has sold about 500 paintings in the
past four years.

The price of his work, he explained, ranges based on

Arsh Pal
Arsh Pal, 12, has spent the past four years selling his paintings to raise money for charities, mainly to help kids.

Painting for a good cause

Preteen boy has raised $15K selling his art, gives the proceeds to charity
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Divya Pal

Arsh made his third $1,000 donation to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital in January 2021.

size and complexity. For instance, small pieces have
sold for $10, while larger paintings — which can reach
five feet — have sold for $800. He auctioned two pieces
at a charity event last fall for a total of $10,000.

He has earned several accolades for his community
service, including the Diana Award in 2022 — which is
presented annually to a group of young people around
the world for their humanitarian work.

“I feel very honored,” Arsh said.

Along with selling his paintings to benefit nonprofit
groups, Arsh also teaches art lessons at Stonehill Com-
munities — the nursing home where Pal has worked
for nine years. His younger brother, Yuvan, 7, assists
with instructing the classes, which are held several
times a year.

“They’re always excited when I come teach them,”
said Arsh, who has also volunteered at other nursing
homes to teach art lessons.

Arsh’s lessons have made him think about accessi-
bility, and how not all people have the resources to
make art.

“One of my future goals is to make art accessible for
kids who want to express themselves,” Arsh said.

He has already started offering free art lessons to
local children, and he hopes to expand his classes
further in the future, including on his YouTube chan-
nel.

“I want to help the community and spread kind-
ness,” he said.

THE MEAT AND
POTATOES OF LIFE |

Lisa Smith Molinari N\ 4B

!

Dental checkup revea
minor personality flaws

“Would you like goggles for eye protection?” the cheery
but humorless dental hygienist asked while I reclined in her
Naugahyde chair. Her question was innocent enough, but I
felt interrogated under the blazing light with its hinged ro-
botic arm.

“Ngph,” I responded, a tubular spit sucker (known as a
saliva ejector) hooked in my open mouth, which she correct-
ly interpreted as, “No, thank you.”

Why have saliva ejectors replaced those rinse and spit
sinks that looked like miniature toilet bowls, anyway? I once
heard there were specialized “dental plumbers” just for
dental offices. “Are they out of work?” I wondered. “Is there
a dental plumbers’ union? Are they marching in protest,
carrying signs calling for the return of rinse and spit bowls?”

This is what happens when I go to the dentist. There’s
something about reclining in a Naugahyde chair, unable to
move or speak, that gets my mind going. Strangely, I’ve had
some of my deepest thoughts while having my teeth cleaned.
My brain meanders from detailed observations, to philosoph-
ical ponderings, to intense self-examination, to in-depth
analyses of the entire human race.

It all starts in the waiting room. While perusing magazines,
I usually find a recipe I'd like to take home. This must be
done secretly, of course, because tearing pages out of my
dentist’s magazines is technically stealing. I usually set the
magazine nonchalantly on my lap and pretend to read, while
tugging at the recipe. To hide ripping sounds, I wait for
someone to cough, sneeze or open the doors, then “Whoosh!”
I tear the page out and stuff it in my purse in one fell swoop.

This little act of kleptomania triggers a round of grave
self-analysis. After a few minutes of guilt-induced panic, I
eventually take mercy on myself, chalking recipe stealing up
as a minor personality flaw. But my brain’s deep recesses
have been activated, and there’s no going back.

Once I’'m lounging supinely in the dental chair with in-
struments in my mouth, real contemplation begins. My eyes
avoid direct contact with the hygienist’s, as my thoughts
wade through the past, the present and the future.

I think of my childhood, when our family dentist, Dr. Pe-
tras, put his washed but ungloved fingers into my mouth
during dental exams. Moments before, he’d likely used that
same hand to smoke a cigarette in his office, but I only tasted
soap. He scraped tartar from my teeth with his tiny gaffing
hook, and polished them with a spinning rubber pencil eras-
er while microscopic bits of paste and saliva flew with cen-
trifugal force.

Back in the present, I'm grateful that my hygienist is wear-
ing gloves. However, I note that nearly everything today is
sheathed in protective plastic or bacteria-filtering polypro-
pylene fiber. My hygienist is wearing goggles and a face
shield, too, which prompts the inner query, “Who is she pro-
tecting, herself or me?”

My over-processing mind then considers the future. Will
scientists realize that, like old rinse and spit bowls, saliva
ejectors are obsolete? How will society deal with all that
drool? Will hygienists wear air-tight space suits, or will the
task of dental cleaning be relegated to high-tech sanitized
robot arms? What’s the danger in drool anyway? Endless
COVID-19 strains? The flu? Monkeypox? Parasitic creatures
like those horrifying microscopic mites that live in our eye-
brows?

“You're all set!” my hygienist says, yanking me back to
reality. She opens a drawer full of new toothbrushes, mini
toothpaste tubes and floss. “Take whatever you’d like,” she
offers.

Admiring my teeth in the rearview mirror on the way
home, I contemplate why I took a second mini toothpaste
tube while the hygienist wasn’t looking. “Minor personality
flaw,” I remembered, my mind having come full circle.

Read more at themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and in Lisa’s book, “The Meat and Potatoes of
Life: My True Lit Com.” Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com
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in Afghanistan, as seen through

the eyes of Stars and Stripes

journalists covering America’s

longest war.
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STARS AND STRIPES IS HELPING TO
SEND YOUR WISH LIST TO SANTA!

Step One

Write your letter

Don't forget
I to decorate it! :

Step Two
Address it to

Santa Claus
c/o Stars and Stripes
North Pole
Unit 29480
APO, AE 09211-9480

/ﬂ;—}

e )

Step Three

LA
L

Drop it in any
US or APO mailbox*

For more info, visit

letterstosanta.stripes.com

*Postmark by Dec. 20, 2022 and Santa may have time to send a note in return!
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Thank You,
Veterans

Thank you to all who have served
in the United States Military.
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your unique needs.

Visit us at servicecu.org/military.
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Pearls Before Swine
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE SINGLE MOST
IMPORTANT INFLUENCE CONTRIBUTING TO AN
OUTCOME: THE BEST SUPPORTING FACTOR.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals P



Beetle Bailey

2022 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

©:

Bizarro

Qorry, I have
wrectlere leg
Syvndrome.

BI1ZARRO.COM

?

Friday, November 11, 2022 * STARS AND STRIPES ° SEIRRER{E R AT Pace 39
YOUR \DEA OF LIGHTS THAT OH, BUT | HAD AN FRISBEES WITH LED. 5! THEY HAVE A Eugene Sheffer Crossword
CHANGE FROM HALLOWEEN EVEN BETTER IDEA: A NATURAL AFFINITY
COLORS To CHRISTMAS COLORS | | LIGHTS THAT INSTALL \EAS FORROOFSAND | |1 |2 |3 4 |5 |6 |7 9 [10 |11
M &z COULD SNE ALOT OF | | THEMSELVES.
- EMERGENCY ROOM I 1o 13
v 15 16
N T8
8
THE DOGBERT CON— il ALL 1T Took WAS i 23 124 |25
SULTING COMPANY i| A TWEAK TO THEIR 1 e DIORRING
HAS FIXED YOUR WORK—LIFE : OF A . 30
QUIET—QUITTING 2 BALANCE. il TWeAk?
EPIDEMIC. 2 : k 33
; N :
g p
. : i
° g
§ p 38
(= \ @ 45 46 47
VE OF COURSE YOUVE BEEN. Y [ wHATS ‘THE MASS OF I THINK DON'T MAKE ME
O | BEENSO | ITS ALL ABOUT THAT NON-CYCLISTS (EAD < You GO ALL 'UNCIVIL 48 49 50
.S | UNHAPPY | FAMOUS QUOTE BY LIVES OF QUIET 3| CHANGED DISOBEDIENCE’
S | VATELL {_ HeNRY DAVID THOREAU. DESPERATION. /' |3\ SOMETHING /\_ON YOUR 6##: 5 = =3
o ¢
S S : ACROSS 50 Dos Passos 24 JFK info
3 g 1 Dyeing vessel trilogy 25 Annoy
) i 4 Cain’s dad 51 Pretzel topper 26 Archipelago part
§ L = 8 Collins of 52 Singles 27 Soap unit
(- % Genesis 53 Bashful 28 Request
12 Chopper 29 “You bet!”
13Type of dancer DOWN 31 Twister
:ALE({’TL%?\Z;AX‘Q' 4 14Sultry Horne 1 Coquette 32 Campus mil.
. g {  cooD ToPAY, — S 15Ran into 2 Skater’s leap group
E § BARRY! % 16 Military no-show 3 Head, to Henri 34 Life story
2 THe LASTTANG | 17 Sacred chests 4 Tennis great 35 Beliefs
= % BARRN WANTED T | § 18 “After vou!” Andre 36 Fess up
S BEAR APTER The [ you: A Wi
=& Foop RAN oUT § 210ahu, for 5 Wooden peg 37 “All kidding —
2 \V“—EVG)ZD?ZWILE“{\NK e (2 WILEYINK @ CARTRLINK .NET One (Abbr) 6 EnthUSIaStIC 38 ReS|dence‘
) T 22 Actor Jeong 7 Maui neighbor in Bonn
FIRST OF ALL, IT'S
wuy nor, cemonts | etk gkomi 10 100, \e | "M Tasrt vou agmse- | 23 Klum of “Project 8 Unadorned 39 Gymnast
95522/%7 ﬁ;EAlil(E gl'g 'Séuge s | ResPeCTING youzf ELDERS, Runway” 9 Frau’s mate Korbut
CAME HOME CALLING g HALLOLH? 10 Pen flui 40 Temporary calm
ME ‘LEMONT? 3 26 Scoundrel O Pen fluids porary
o g 11 Endure 41 Bard’s river
o 3 3 27 Inlet pi f K
= % g 30 To be, 19 Staffer 42 Piece of wor
2 % B in Tours 20 Nourished 43 Snack
_g g g / 31— chi 23 “Yoo-hoo!” 44 June 6, 1944
c £ g i < A i
= S THAT'S “MISTER MALCOLM ; nswer to Previous Puzzle
8 § E 70 YOU, LEMONT. 32 Demolish, vIETT ETTINTE
in Dover
1 33 Talk and talk A[C A[CIEIT
A SUPDEN KOUEE AVER s4Lad S *
O|N
THE (NTERCOM, 35 Bottle stoppers =To
£ SMITH STICKS HIS HEAD 36 Melody
o INTO A BLACK HOLE. 37 Curator’s
a concern
g 38 “Wait ...”
s 45 Grad
o ® 2002 MikiAs ERKsson/BuiLs, DisT. By KING FEATVRES SYNOWCATE, IVC. 4 6 Eager
BEFORE WE HIRED THIS a7 Grgup of geals
GUY TO PAINT THE 48 Wrinkly fruit
HOUSE, WE SHOULD VE 49 Nitwit
GOTTEN REFERENCES
11-12 CRYPTOQUIP

JP CMKQ MP XMLN HLKMIMCITVE

HNV PJTTVS BJKQ KNHEQ, BQHK

WMLTS

KBM-WHN OHNCHOV.

XML

WHTT

KQHK?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THEY MERGE
THREE WINDY CITY NEWSPAPERS INTO ONE,
THEY SHOULD NAME IT THE CHICAGO TRIUNE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals B



Pace 40 S 3RRER S RE ]

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Friday, November 11, 2022

STARSH,#STRIPES.

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher
Laura Law, Chief Operating Officer
Lt. Col. Marci Hoffman, Europe commander
John Rodriguez, Europe chief of staff
Lt. Col. Michael Kerschbaum, Pacific commander
Michael Ryan, Pacific chief of staff

EDITORIAL

Terry Leonard, Editor
leonard.terry@stripes.com

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor
reid.robert@stripes.com

Sean Moores, Managing Editor for Presentation
moores.sean(@stripes.com

Ann Pinson, Digital Managing Editor
pinson.ann@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF

Europe/Mideast

Erik Slavin, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief

slavin.erik@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350

Pacific
Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief

kidd.aaron@strié)es.com
+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380

Washington

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief

cacchioli.joseph@stripes.com
(+1)(202)886-0033

Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com

CIRCULATION
Mideast

Kevin R. Miller, Circulation Manager
miller.kevin@stripes.com
xsscirculation@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9136; DSN (314)583-9136

Europe

Karen Lewis, Community Engagement Manager
lewis.karen@stripes.com

memberservices@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9090; DSN (314)583.9090

Pacific
Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com
+81-36385.3171; DSN (315)227.7333

CONTACT US

Washington

tel: (+1)202.886.0003
633 3rd St. NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20001-3050

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts

stripes.com/contactus

OMBUDSMAN

Ermnie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage for
fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The ombudsman
welcomes comments from readers, and can be contacted by
email at ombudsman@stripes.com, or by phone at
202.886.0003.

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week-
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002,
APO AP 96301-5002. This newspaper is authorized by the
Department of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are
unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official views
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspa-
per, Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to
remote locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or
Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised.
Products or services advertised shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of
the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2022
stripes.com

OPINION

Midterms results should inspire introspection all around

By GEORGE F. WiLL
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON
n a pre-election flourish, President Joe
Biden bragged to Floridians that this
year’s 8.7% increase in Social Security
benefits is the largest in four decades.
Thatis true—because of the cost-of-living ad-
justment. Inflation is the highest in four dec-
ades. Biden’s thank-me-for-inflation plea ex-
emplified his autumn struggles, which called
to mind the title of Stevie Smith’s poem “Not

Waving but Drowning.”

Yetevenapresident dramatically more dis-
approved than approved, and who a majority
of his party wishes would not seek another
term, did not provoke even a red wavelet.
Could it be that the label “Republican,” from
an association with something or someone,
carries an aroma of putrefaction? If so, the
electorate’s discernment should be celebrat-
ed. Elections are increasingly nationalized
and president-centric, even ex-president-
centric.

Tickling a message from Tuesday’s muddy
resultsisrisky, but here is a tentative one: The
immediate future can be won by a party pru-
dent enough to offer a “deep breath, everybo-
dy” presidential candidate. One who says that
to the nation, and adds, from Abraham Lin-
coln’s first inaugural address, “We are not
enemies, but friends. We must not be ene-
mies.”

Which means turning down the hysteria
rheostat. The nation was not built by fragile
people and is not fragile, and it is safe to sup-
pose that Biden’s reiterated rubbish to the
contrary (“democracy is on the ballot”) mo-
tivated few voters. His implicit “Democracy

c’est moi” message surely seemed highfalu-
tin’to Americans reluctant tobelieve thathe is
the thin reed on which the institutions be-
queathed by the Founding now lean.

The nation’s immediate predicament is
more banal. Republicans cannot win with for-
mer President Donald Trump defining them
or inflaming their nominating electorates to
select preposterous candidates. Democrats
cannot win without invoking Trump’s specter
to stifle debates about some of their policies
(“no cash bail”; “greed” causes inflation) that
stroke their base’s erogenous zones.

In this centennial of T.S. Eliot’s “The Waste
Land,” recognize Trump as “dry sterile thun-
der without rain.” When, however, he is
scrubbed from the public square — an enter-
tainer with a stale act is as perishable as vau-
deville — this cleansing will be welcomed by
an exhausted electorate but will be discomfit-
ing to both parties. Republicans will be forced
to articulate an agenda beyond retrospective
grievances and prospective pugnacity, and
Democrats will be at first speechless, then
forced to defend their agenda.

For example, Biden’s election-eve promise
of a “fundamental shift” on the economy was,
coming from the head of the party that con-
trols the executive and legislative branches, a
repudiation of the rascals who implemented
his policies.

Although culture conflicts are still at a roll-
ingboil, they come and go, and none are forev-
er. In 2004, President George W. Bush’s re-
election campaign worked to drive conserva-
tives to the polls by getting anti-same-sex
marriage measures on the ballots in 11 states.
All passed. Eighteen years and a 2015 Su-
preme Court decision later, calm has de-

scended where controversy had raged, which
is evidence of two encouraging facts: The
source of the court’s power, its prestige, is not
as attenuated as some suppose, and the Amer-
ican mind is more accommodating than some
anger-mongers would prefer.

When Tuesday’s results are sifted, it will be
interesting to see how much has changed
since 2020, when the gimlet-eyed Dave Was-
serman of the Cook Political Report noticed
this: Biden won 85% of counties with a Whole
Foods and 32% of counties with a Cracker
Barrel. Excluding counties that have both, Bi-
den won 95% that have only a Whole Foods
and 18% with only a Cracker Barrel. Ameri-
ca’s class conflicts, arising from society’s allo-
cation of status, also are not forever, and in this
continental country, the Whole Foods and
Cracker Barrel cohorts can coexist.

Tuesday’s elections should move both par-
ties to introspection. Journalists could benefit
from emulation. Many of them believe that
the nation does notjust have problems but has
“existential” crises: Democracy is a guttering
candle, dying before climate change snuffs
out the remainder of life. Progressives, be-
cause of their mind meld with journalists, talk
to voters a tad too much about existential this
and that, and too little about voters’ existence.

Journalism, of sorts, did, however, provide
comic relief, of sorts. Five days before the
election, MSNBC, interviewing Mandela
Barnes, the Democrats’ U.S. Senate nominee
in Wisconsin, ran this banner at the bottom of
the screen: “Extreme Gerrymandering
Taints Wisconsin Senate Race.” If Republi-
cans managed that — by redrawing the shape
of the state? — they really are clever rapscal-
lions.

Voters make clear they aren’t impressed with either party

By GARY ABERNATHY
Special to The Washington Post

he great question of this year’s mid-

term elections was which issues

would resonate with voters — the

Democrats’ warning that “democ-
racy is on the ballot” and their alarm over the
Supreme Court ending federal abortion
rights, or the Republicans’ focus on inflation,
energy costs, crime and the porous southern
border? The answer? All of the above, depend-
ing on the candidate, the state and the race.

The mixed messages voters sent in the mid-
terms reflected a nation still deeply divided
and leery of both major political parties. Most
Americans haven’t embraced the rhetoric
that “extreme MAGA Republicans,” as Presi-
dent Joe Biden began labeling them, are on a
mission to destroy democracy. The New York
Times reported that as of noon Wednesday,
more than 210 Republicans “who questioned
the 2020 election” had so far won House and
Senate seats, along with races for governor,
secretary of state and attorney general. That
number is certain to grow.

Even a series of high-profile, televised con-
gressional Jan. 6 committee hearings failed to
persuade most Americans to be afraid of the
big bad wolf. It was always a perplexing argu-
ment, considering that the MAGA candidates
in question were pursuing power the old-fash-
ioned way —through democratic elections.

The Democrats’ otherbigelectionmessage,
on GOP threats to abortion rights, had mixed
results. Some Republican candidates, includ-
ing Ohio congressional incumbent Steve Cha-
bot, bit the dust after being hammered in ads
as being “obsessed” with taking away abor-

tion rights, but pro-life Senate candidate J.D.
Vance cruised to victory in the same state.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had one of the big-
gestand widest GOP wins of all while embrac-
ing various antiabortion views.

While control of the Senate might very well
be decided again by a runoff election in Geor-
gia, Republicans seemed likely to at least win
the House, evenifby amuchnarrower margin
than predicted. As The Washington Post re-
ported in September, Republicans have
promised that, if given the reins, they intend to
open countless investigations, including into
spending by the House select committee in-
vestigating the Jan. 6 insurrection, the Justice
Department’s search of Mar-a-Lago, and the
Biden administration’s “deliberations over
weapons sales to Ukraine.”

But focusing too much time and resources
on endless “revenge investigations” risks ac-
cusations of bait and switch. If, as Wednesday
morning trends suggested, the GOP is poised
to regain the House, it was by tailoring cam-
paigns to highlight pressing economic and do-
mesticissues. Addressing those topicsis what
Republicans have now been hired to do.

Butthe biggest takeaway for Republicansis
that what should have been a big red wave
nearly turned into a disaster. What happened?
While voters didn’t buy into the notion that
MAGA candidates are a dire threat to democ-
racy, they also weren’t particularly impressed
with their quality or their messaging. Republi-
cans were good atidentifying Democrats’ fail-
ures, bad at suggesting remedies.

Donald Trump, meanwhile, has promised a
“big announcement” next week, and he is
widely expected to declare his candidacy for

president in 2024. But the midterms’ results
should provide Republicans with all the evi-
dence they need that Trump’s day has passed.
Some are already realizing it. Tellingly,
Vance, whose campaign was propelled by the
former president’s endorsement and rallies,
didn’t mention Trump in his victory speech.

Make no mistake, Trump’s issues motivat-
edmillions of Americans, and hislegacy asthe
person who remade the Republican Party and
restored it to competitiveness after lopsided
lossesin 2008 and 2012is secure. “Trumpism”
is the GOP’s future, a direction that has been
decided notby partyleaders, but by rank-and-
file Republicans who believe in energy inde-
pendence, an “America First” foreign policy,
cracking down on those crossing the borderil-
legally and a devotion to the kind of God-and-
country generational traditions that an in-
creasingly progressive world callsoutdated or
even “intolerant.” But Trump’s star power is
fading. DeSantis is ready for his close-up.

In the meantime, a weary country needs a
break — from political drama, from never-
ending election cycles and from the accusato-
ry rhetoric unmoored from reality that has
been emanating from both sides. Republicans
should stop accusing Democrats of rigging
past elections. Democrats should stop accus-
ing Republicans of rigging future elections.
While party leaders clearly have work to do,
millions of grass-roots Americans should tune
it all out and remind themselves that there’s
more to life than fighting over politics. We
used to know that. We need to remember it.

Gary Abernathy, a contributing columnist for The Washington
Post, is a freelance writer based in the Cincinnati region.
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SCOREBOARD

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PRO FOOTBALL

Wednesday’s scores

MIDWEST
Cent. Michigan 31, Buffalo 27
Kent St. 40, Bowllng Green 6
N. lllinois 24 W. Michigan 21

Schedule
Friday’s games
MIDWEST
East Carolina (6-3) at Cincinnati (7-2)
FAR WEST

Sacramento St. (9-0) at Portland St. (4-5)
Colorado (1-8) at Southern Cal (8-1)
Fresno St. (5-4) at UNLV (4-5)
Saturday’s games
EAST

Maine (2-7) at Albany (NY) (2-7) .
Navy (3-6) vs. Notre Dame (6-3) at Balti-
more
Oklahoma (5-4) at West Virginia (3-6)
Columbia (4-4) at Brown (3-5
Bryant (3-6) at Holy Cross (9-0)
Merrimack (7-2) at CCSU (1-8)
Duquesne (3-6) at St. Francis (Pa.) (7-2)
Princeton (8-0) at Yale (6-2)
Sacred Heart (4-5) at Wagner (1-8)
Valparaiso (4-5) at Marist (4-5)
Colgate (3-6) at Lehigh (1-8)
Liberty (8-1) at Uconn (5-5)
Bucknell (1-8) at Georgetown (2-7)
Richmond (7-2) at Delaware (7-2)
SC State (3-6) at Howard (3-6)
Harvard (5-3) at Penn (7-1)
R3r;ode Island (6-3) at New Hampshire

Towson (4-5) at Stony Brook (2-7)
Dartmouth (2-6) at Cornell (4-4)
Stonehill (4-3) at LIU Brooklyn (2-7)
Lafayette (3-6) at Fordham (7-2)
Morgan St. (3-6) at Delaware St. (5-4)
Maryland (6-3) at Penn St. (7-2)
Appalachian St. (5-4) at Marshall (5-4)
Florida St. (6-3) at S¥_racuse (6-3)
SOUTH

SMU (5-4) at South Florida (1-8)
Missouri (4-5) at Tennessee (8-1)

(6C3r;arleston Southern (2-7) at NC A&T
Virginia Tech (2-7) at Duke (6-3)
Vanderbilt (3-6) at Kentucky (6-3)
Pittsburgh (5-4) at Virginia (3-6)

W. Carolina (4-5) at ETSU (3-6)

(3Jg)mes Madison (5-3) at Old Dominion
Austin Peay (6-3) at Kennesaw St. (5-4)
Gardner-Webb (4-5) at Campbell (4-5)
Villanova (5-4) at William & Mary (8-1)
Louisiana-Monroe (3-6) at Georgia St.

-5

Elon (7-3) at Hampton (4-5)

VMI (1-8) at Wofford (2-7)

Samford (8-1) at Chattanooga (7-2)
E.Kentucky (6-3) at Jacksonwlle St. (7-2)
Rice (5-4) at W. Kentucky (6-4

Robert Morris (0-9) at Murray St. (1-8)
NC Central (7-2) at Norfolk St. (1-8)

Va. Lynchburg (0-6) at The Citadel (2-7)
MVSU (1-8) at Southern U. (5-4)

Furman (7-2) at Mercer (7-2)
Bethune-Cookman (2-7) at Alcorn St.

4-5)
Florida A&M (7-2) at Alabama St. (6-3)
Arm% (3-5) at Troy (7-2)
North Texas (6-4) at UAB (4-5)
Miami (4-5) at Georgia Tech (4-5)
Csi;arlotte (2-8) at Middle Tennessee

Alabama (7-2) at Mississippi (8-1)
Louisville (6-3) at Clemson (8-1)
UCF (7-2) at Tulane (8-1)
Boston College (2-7) at NC State (7-2)
South Carolina (6-3) at Florida (5-4)
(2Te)xas A&M Commerce (5-4) at Nicholls
-7
UT Martin (5-4) at Tennessee St. (3-6)
Texas State (3-6) at South Alabama (7-2)
Jackson St. (9-0) vs. Alabama A&M (3-6)
at Mobile, Ala.
(Gl\gc))rthwestern St. (4-5) at SE Louisiana
Tennessee Tech (3-6) at North Alabama

Georgia (9-0) at Mississippi St. (6-3)
FAU (4-5) at FIU (4-5)

Texas A&M (3-6) at Auburn (3-6)
Southern Miss. (5-4) at Coastal Carolina

8-1
North Carolina (8-1) at Wake Forest (6-3)
MIDWEST

Indiana (3-6) at Ohio St. (9-0)
Purdue (5-4) at lllinois (7-2)
Rutgers (4-5) at Michigan St. (4-5)
Morehead St. (2-7) at Dayton (7-2)
Stetson (3-5) at St. Thomas (Minn.) (8
South Dakota (3-6) at North Dakota (6
(6M§:Kendree (0-0) at Lindenwood (M
Butler (7-2) at Drake (1-8)
Indiana St. (1-8) at W. lllinois (0-9)
N. Dakota St. (7-2) at S. Illinois (5-4)
Youngstown St. (6-3) at Missouri St. (3-6)
lllinois St. (5-4) at S. Dakota St. (9-1)
SE Missouri (7-2) at E. lllinois (2-7)
Nebraska (3-6) at Michigan (9-0)
Wisconsin (5-4) at lowa (5-4)
Northwestern (1-8) at Minnesota (6-3)
SOUTHWEST

LSU (7-2) at Arkansas (5-4)

Abilene Christian (6-3) at Sam Houston
St. (5-2)

Temple (3-6) at Houston (5-4)

Umass (1-8) at Arkansas St. (2-7)
(ZM;:Neese St. (2-7) at Houston Christian

-7

Prairie View (5-4) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (2-7)

Louisiana Tech (3-6) at UTSA (7-2)

lowa St. (4-5) at Oklahoma St. (6-3)
( C%nt. Arkansas (4-5) at StephenF. Austin

5-4

Kansas (6-3) at Texas Tech (4-5)

Kansas St. (6-3) at Baylor (6-3)

Grambling St. (3-6) at Texas Southern

4-5
TCU (9-0) at Texas (6-3)
FAR WEST

Lamar (1-8) at New Mexico St. (3-5)

N. Arizona (3-6) at N. Colorado (2-7)

Tarleton St. (5-4) at Utah Tech (3-6)
(3Lé;1coln University (CA) (0-4) at S. Utah

E. Washington (2-7) at Montana (6-3)

Idaho St. (1-8) at Weber St. (7-2)

Arizona St. (3-6) at Washington St. (5-4)

New Mexico (2-7) at Air Force (6-3)

Davidson (7-2) at San Diego (3-5)

Washington (7-2) at Oregon (8-1)

Wyoming (6-3) at Colorado St. (2-7)

UC Davis (5-4) at Idaho (6-3)

Montana St. (8-1) at Cal Poly (1-8)

California (3-6) at Oregon St. (6-3)

Stanford (3-6) at Utah (7-2)

San Jose St. (6-2) at San Diego St. (5-4)

Boise St. (6-3) at Nevada (2-7)

Arizona (3-6) at UCLA (8-1)

Utah St. (4-5) at Hawaii (2-8)

-1)
-3)
0.)

PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders
Through Nov. 7

Points Money

1. Seamus Power 656 $1,614,907

2. Keegan Bradley 638 $2,380,224

3. Tom Kim 601 $1,777,085

4. Max Homa 573 $1,609,805

5. Mackenzie Hughes 566 $1,584,633

6. Russell Henley 510 $1,505,085

7. Rory Mcllroy 500 $1,890,000

8. Thomas Detry 479 $1,202,252

9. Taylor Montgomery 434  $1,269,781

10. Matthew NeSmith 393 $1,216,375
11. Brian Harman 386 $1,112,105
12. Andrew Putnam 374 $1,295,098
13. Rickie Fowler 358 $1,292,180
14. Danny Willett 352 $993,113

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST

Anna Maria 80, Mitchell 68

Babson 76, Lasell 65

Brandeis 77, Salem St. 58

Cabrini 72, Rutgers-Camden 63
61 Christopher Newport 74, Johns Hopkins

Eastern Nazarene 60, Salve Regina 57

Fairleigh Dickinson 106 Mercy 66

Geneva 113, Hiram 108

Howard 87, Dist. of Columbia 74

Immaculata 76, Washington College
(Md.) 59

Keuka 92, Wells 63

Marist 73, American 69

McDaniel 60, Penn State Schuylkill Nitta-
ny Lions 55

Misericordia 76, Mount St. Mary 54
51Penn St.-Abington 58, Gwynedd-Mercy

Robert Morris 84, Pitt.-Greensburg 49

SUNY-Delhi 95, Sage 60

Saint Joseph (Conn ) 69, Yeshiva 60

Seton Hall 79, Monmouth (NJ) 52

Susquehanna 68, Arcadia 48

W. New England 89, Sﬂringfield 55
SOUT!

Bellarmine 67, Louisville 66

James Madison 106, Hampton 58

LSU 74, UMKC 63

Maryville (Tenn.) 76, University of The
South Tigers 55

15. Kurt Kitayama 325 $1,199,796
16. Sepp Straka 314 $908,793
17. Tom Hoge 299 $964,089
18. Emiliano Grillo 284 $937,591
19. Justin Lower 258  $678,862
20. Patrick Rodgers 252 $624,403
21. Patrick Cantlay 245  $712,000
22. Maverick McNealy 244 $767,440
23. Joel Dahmen 242 $705,233
24. Kyoung-Hoon Lee 223 $800,087
25. Garrick Higgo 216 $586,754
26. Viktor Hovland 207 $711,430
27. Kevin Yu 204 $478,048
28. Sahith Theegala 195  $690,295
29. Seonghyeon Kim 190  $534,405
30. Will Gordon 190  $510,038
31. Brendon Todd 189  $605,151
32. Jason Day 188  $576,683

Norfolk St. 87, Cairn 59

Pfeiffer 62, Averett 47

South Alabama 97, Mobile 59

Va. Wesleyan 76, Regent 51

Winthrop 78, Piedmont 56
MIDWEST

Augsburg 76, North Central 74
Coe 68, Cornell (lowa) 67
Davidson 102, Wright St. 97, OT
Drake 80, IUPUI 48
Hanover 73, Spalding 42
Minn.-Morris 74, Concordia (Moor.) 69
Missouri St. 82, Missouri S&T 47
Monmouth (lll.) 83, Eureka 75
North Park 84, East-West 73
South Dakota 85, Lipscomb 77
St. Olaf 76, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 63
W. Illinois 113, Rockford 56
( I\II\;hGeSaton College (IL) 84, Benedictine
1.
Whitman 75, Carthage 67
Wis.-Eau Claire 92, Bethel (Minn. ) 69
Youngstown St. 90, UT Martin 72
SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Pine Bluff 87, Champion Christian
55
Prairie View 95, North American 68
FAR WEST
50Grand Canyon 101, San Diego Christian
Mary Hardin-Baylor 92, Redlands 82

Occidental 74, Caltech Beavers 65
Portland 91, Florida A&M 54

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 6 2 0 .750 220 118
Miami 6 3 0 .667 213 224
N.Y. Jets 6 3 0 .667 196 176
New England 5 4 0 .556 203 166
South
L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 5 3 0 .625 149 158
Indianapolis 3 5 1 .389 132 183
Jacksonville 3 6 0 .333 199 178
Houston 1 6 1 .188 133 183
North
L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 6 3 0 .667 235 196
Cincinnati 5 4 0 .556 228 185
Cleveland 3 5 0 .375 200 199
Pittsburgh 2 6 0 .250 120 197
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 6 2 0 .750 243 189
L.A. Chargers 5 3 0 .625 184 206
Denver 3 5 0 .375 121 132
Las Vegas 2 6 0 .250 183 201
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 8 0 01.000 225 135
Dallas 6 2 0 .750 183 133
N.Y. Giants 6 2 0 .750 163 157
Washington 4 5 0 .444 159 192
South
L T Pct PF PA
Atlanta 4 5 0 .444 217 225
Tampa Bay 4 5 0 .444 162 164
New Orleans 3 6 0 .333 212 227
Carolina 2 7 0 .222 179 228
North
L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 7 1 0 .875 193 161
Chicago 3 6 0 .333 187 216
Green Bay 3 6 0 .333 154 188
Detroit 2 6 0 .250 188 234
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 6 3 0 .667 241 220
SanFrancisco 4 4 0 .500 176 147
L.A. Rams 3 5 0 .375 131 173
Arizona 3 6 0 .333 203 241
Thursday’s game
Atlanta at Carolina
Sunday’s games

Seattle vs. Tampa Bay at Munich

Cleveland at Miami
Denver at Tennessee
Detroit at Chicago

Houston at N.Y. Giants

Jacksonville at Kansas City

Minnesota at Buffalo

New Orleans at Pittsburgh
Indianapolis at Las Vegas

Arizona at L.A. Rams
Dallas at Green Bay

L.A. Chargers at San Francisco

Open: Baltimore, Cincinnati, N.Y. Jets,

New England

Monday’s game
Washington at Philadelphia

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

S. Dakota St. 68, Boise St. 66
San Diego 79, Florida Gulf Coast 73
Seattle 106, Puget Sound 55

UC Davis 90, Cal Maritime 67
Utah Valley St. 91, W. Colorado 64

Wednesday’s women’s scores

EAST

James Madison 80, Millersville 39

Penn St. 67, Norfolk St.
SOUTH

61

Belmont 56, Chattanooga 54

FIU 103, NC Central 56
Furman 84, Erskine 27

High Point 71, Concord 44

Mississippi st. 104, MVSU 47
North Carolina 91, Jackson St. 59
MIDWEST

Butler 84, Chicago St. 57
DePaul 96, American 45

lllinois 75, LIU Brooklyn 40
Kansas 72, Jacksonville 61

Michigan 83 Delaware St. 30
Wichita St. 67, Alcorn St. 53
SOUTHWEST

Abilene Christian 89, Howard Payne 37

Tarleton St. 90. ArIin%ton Baptist 40
FAR WEST

New Mexico St. 80, N.M. Highlands 39

Portland 70, Hawaii 54

S. Utah 102, Benedictine Mesa 60
San Diego St. 81, San Diego Christian 30

Stanford 104, CS Northridge 40

Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Declined the
2023 option on RHP Jordan Lyles and he
elected free agency. Claimed OF Daz Ca-
meron off waivers from Detroit. An-
nounced 1B Jesus Aguilar, C Robinson Chi-
rinos and 2B Rougned Odor Elected free
agency.

BOSTON RED SOX — Announced SS Xan-
der Bo?aerts, RHP Nathan Eovaldi, LHP
RICh Hill, DH JD Martinez, LHP Matt Strahm
and RHP Michael Wacha elected free
agency. Traded RHP Easton McGee to
?eattle in exchange for cash considera-

ions,

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Announced 1B
Jose Abreu, SS Elvis Andrus, RHP Johnny
Cueto, 2B Josh Harrison, OF AJ Pollock and
RHP Vince Velazquez elected free agency.

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Announced C
Austin Hedges elected free agency. Trad-
ed SS Jose Fermin to St. Louis for cash con-
siderations.

DETROIT TIGERS — C Tucker Barnhart,
LHPs Andrew Chafin and Daniel Norris
elected free agency.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with manager Dusty Baker on a one-year
contract. Announced OF Michael Brantley,
C Jason Castro, INF/OF Aledmys Diaz, 1B
Yuli Gurriel, DH/1B/OF TreP/ Mancini, RHP
Rafael Montero LHP Will Smith and C
Christian Vazquez elected free agency.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Announced
RHP Zack Greinke elected free agency.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Announced
RHP Archie Bradley, 3B Matt Duff%, RHP Mi-
chael Lorenzen and C Kurt Suzuki elected
free agency.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Announced RHPs
Chris Archer, Michael Fulmer and Dylan
Bundy, SS Carlos Correa, OF Billy Hamil-
ton, C Sandy Ledén, RHP Aaron Sanchez, C
Gary Sanchez and 1B Miguel Sané elected
free agency.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Announced OF
Andrew Benintendi, LHP Zack Britton, INF/
OF Matt Carpenter, RHP Miguel Castro,
LHP Aroldis Chapman, INF/OF Marwin
Gonzalez, RHP Chad Green, OF Aaron
Jud?e 1B Anthony Rizzo and RHP Jameson
Taillon elected free agency.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Announced OF
Chad Pinder and C Stephen Vogt elected
free agency.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Announced LHP
Matt Boyd, C Curt Casali, 2B Mitch Haniger
and 1B Carlos Santana elected free agen-
cy. Claimed LHP Gabe Speier off waivers
from Kansas City. Assigned LHP Ryan Bo-
rucki and RHP Casey Sadler outrightto Ta-
coma (PCL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Announced RHP Ko-
hei Arihara, OF Kole Calhoun, INF/OF Char-
lie Culberson, LHPs Matt Moore and Mar-
tin Perez and C Kevin Plawecki elected
free agency.

TEXAS RANGERS — Announced RHP Ko-
hei Arihara, OF Kole Calhoun, INF/OF Char-
lie Culberson, LHPs Matt Moore and Mar-
tin Pérez and C Kevin Plawecki elected
free agency. Acquired RHP Jake Odorizzi
and cash considerations from Atlanta in
exchange for LHP Kolby Allard. Picked up
the 2023 club option on RHP Jose Leclerc.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Announced OF
Jackie Bradley, RHPs David Phelps and
Ross Stripling elected free agency. As-
signed RHP Casey Lawrence outright to
Buffalo (IL) after he cleared waivers.

National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — An-
nounced RHPs Zach Davies and lan Kenne-
dy elected free agency.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Announced INF
Ehire Adrianza, RHP Jesse Chavez, OFs
Adam Duvall and Robbie Grossman, RHPs
Jay Jackson, Luke Jackson, Kenley Jansen
and Darren O’Day and SS Dansby Swanson
elected free agency.

CHICAGO CUBS — Announced C Willson
Contreras, LHPs Wade Miley and Drey
Smyly elected free agency.

CINCINNATI REDS — Announced RHP
Chase Anderson, Lhp Mike Minor, C Austin
Romine, 2B Donovan Solano, RHP Hunter
Strickland and LHP Justin Wilson elected
free agency.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Announced
RHPs Alex Colome and Carlos Estevez, SS
Joselglesias, RHPs Chad Kuhl, Scott Oberg
and Jose Urena elected free agency.
Claimed C Dom Nunez off waivers from
San Francisco and OF Ryan Vilade from
Pittsburgh. Assigned LHPs Ty Blach and
Helcris Olivarez and OF Wynton Bernard
outright to Albuquerque (PCL).

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Announced
3B Hanser Alberto, LHPs Tyler Anderson
and Danny Duffy, OF Joey Gallo, LHP An-
drew Heaney, RHP Tommy Kahnle, LHP
Clayton Kershaw, RHPs Craig Kimbrel,
Chris Martin and Jimmy Nelson, OF Kevin
Pillar, LHP David Price and SS Trea Turner
elected free agency.

MIAMIMARLINS — Assigned RHPs Bryan
Hoeln?| Cody Poteet and Jordan Holloway
outright to Jacksonville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Reinstated C
Alex Jackson from the 60-day IL.

NEW YORK METS — Re-signed RHP Ed-
win Diaz to a five-year contract. Claimed
LHPtTaonr Saucedo off waivers from To-
ronto.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Claimed OF
Ryan Vilade of waivers from Colorado.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Announced
RHPs Chris Devenski, Zach Eflin, Kyle Gib-
son, David Robertson, Noah Syndergaard
and Corey Knebel, LHP Brad Hand and 2B
Jean Segura elected free agency. Claimed
RHP Luis Ortiz and LHP Andrew Vasquez
from San Francisco.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Acquired SS
Jose Fermin from Cleveland in exchange
for cash considerations and selected his
contract to the active roster. Announced
OF Corey Dickerson and LHP Jose Quinta-

na elected free agency.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Announced 1B
Josh Bell, RHP Mike Clevinger, INF/OF
Brandon Drury, RHP Pierce Johnson, LHP
Sean Manaea, OF Wil Myers, OF/2B Jurick-
son Profar, RHPs Robert Suarez and Craig
Stammen elected free agency.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Announced
LHP Jose Alvarz, 1B Brandon Belt, RHP
Shelby Miller, OF Joc Pederson and LHP
Carlos Rodon elected free agency.
Claimed LHP Andrew Vasquez and RHP
Luis Ortiz off waivers from Philadelphia.
Assigned OFs Austin Dean and Bryce John-
son, IF Taylor Jones, RHP Zack Littell and
C/INF Ford Procto outright to Sacramento
(PCL). Claimed C Dom Nunez off waivers
from Colorado. Selected the contract of IF
Isan Diaz.

WAHINGTON NATIONALS — Announced
RHP Steve Cishek, DH Nelson Cruz, RHP
Will Harris, 2B César Hernandez, RHPs
Erasmo Ramirez, Joe Ross and Anibal San-
chez elected free agency. Re-signed LHP
Sean Doolittle.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Designated S
Charles Washington to return from in-
jured reserve. Signed OLs Jean Delance,
Sage Doxtater and Koda Martin to the
practice squad. Released P Nolan Cooney
and CB Jace Whittaker from the practice
squad. Placed DL Antwaun Woods on the
practice squad injured list. Claimed OL
Wyatt Davis off waivers from New Or-
leans. Placed OL Will Hernandez on in-
jured reserve.

CHICAGO BEARS — Designated LB Mat-
thew Adams to return from injured re-
serv

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed DT Do-
menique Davis to the practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Placed CB Joe
Haden on the reserve/retired list.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed G George
Moorceiz and OT Alex Taylor to the practice
squad.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed WR Kaden
Davis to the practice squad.

DETROIT LIONS — Signed WR Trinity
Benson to the active roster from the Den-
ver practice squad. Placed RB Craig Rey-
nolds on injured reserve. Re-signed WR
Stanley Berryhill to the practice squad.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Placed LB Rash-
an Gary on injured reserve. Signed WR Jeff
Cotton to the practice squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Designated WR
Ashton Dulin to return from injured re-
serve. Signed TE Darrell Daniels to the
practice squad. Placed RB D’Vonte Price
on the practice squad injured list.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed S Isaiah
Pola-Mao. Signed S Jalen Elliott to the
practice squad. Waived S Johnathan

ram.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed OT
Austen Pleasants to the practice squad.
Signed DT Breiden Fehoko. Placed NT Aus-
tin Johnson on injured reserve.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Designated G Co-
leman Shelton to return from injured re-
serve

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Designated TE
Ben Ellefson to return from injured re-
serve.

NEW ORLEAN SAINTS — Signed QB Jake
Luton, G Drew Desjarlais and RB Derrick
Gore to the practice squad.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Terminated the
?ractice squad contract of DL Aaron Craw-

rd.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed K Mat-
thew Wright to the active roster from the
Kansas City practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Designated WR
Treylon Burks to return from injured re-

serve.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Suspended Montreal F Juraj Slaf-
kovsky two games without pay for board-
ing in a game against Detroit on Nov. 8.

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled D Mike Reil-
ly from Providence (AHL).

BUFFALO SABRES — Assigned D Jeremy
Davies to Rochester (AHL).

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Assigned C
Ryan Suzuki to Chicago (AHL) from the
non-roster injured reserve list.

COLORADO AVALANCHE — Recalled LW
Sampo Ranta from Colorado (AHL) loan.

DALLAS STARS — Loaned G Matthew
Murray to Texas (AHL). Recalled F Matej
Blumel from Texas (AHL).

EDMONTON OILERS — Recalled C Mat-
tias Janmark. Acquired C Klim Kostin from
St. Louis.

OTTAWA SENATORS — Waived D Nikita
Zaitxev and G Magnus Hellberg.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Assigned G Sa-
muel Ersson to Lehigh Valley (AHL). Re-
called D Egor Zamula from Lehié;h Valley.

ST. LOUIS BLUES — Recalled C Nikita
Alexandrov and LW Josh Leivo from
Sprm%ﬁeld (AHL). Reassigned LW lJake
Neighbours to Springfield.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reinstated D
Alexander Alexeyev to the active roster
frominjured reserve. Assigned D Lucas Jo-
hansen to Hersheg/ (AHL).

OCCER

Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED — Signed D Brooks
Lennon to a contract extension through
the 2025 season with an option for 2026.

HOUSTON DYNAMO FC — Traded F Fafa
Picault to Nashville SC for $50,000 of 2023
GAM, $50,000 of 2024 GAM and up to
$150,000 in conditional 2024 GAM if certain
performance metrics are achieved.

NASHVILLE SC — Acquired a total of
$725,000 in 2023 general allocation money
(GAM) and a natural second-round pick in
the 2023 MLS SuperDraft from St. Louis
City SC ($200,000), Chicago Fire FC
($175,000 and a natural second-round
draft pick), FC Dallas ($175,000) and Van-
couver Whitecaps FC ($175,000) in ex-
change for one international spot for each
of those teams.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

After winning NAIA §gg

title, ex-teammartes
making giant leap

By STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — They over-
came the ravages of a hurricane to
win a national title at their old
school.

Now, former Loyola New Orleans
teammates Zach Wrightsil, Myles
Burns and Brandon Davis are aim-
ing for one more improbable
achievement as they attempt to
make the leap from their NAIA (Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics) program and succeed at
the NCAA Division I level.

Burns is at Mississippi, Davis at
Texas State and Wrightsil at Mar-
quette.

“I’'ve always known I could play
at this level,” said Wrightsil, a 6-
foot-7 forward. “That was never a
question in my head.”

The NAIA doesn’t keep track of
how many players transfer from
one of its schools to the NCAA Divi-
sion I level. But the moves Burns
and Wrightsil are making seem par-
ticularly rare as they go straight to
one of the six major conferences.

None of the Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence, Big 12, Big Ten, Big East,
SEC and Pac-12 schools that re-
sponded to an Associated Press sur-
vey could recall an example of their
school adding a player directly from
the NAIA.

Boston College forward CJ Penha
Jr.began his college career at NAIA
program Taylor University, but
transferred to NCAA Division II
school Trevecca Nazarene before
coming to the ACC with the Eagles.

“I personally believe that I'm
more than capable of playing on this
level,” said Burns, a 6-7 forward.

Stacy Hollowell, who coached
Loyola to the NAIA championship,
said there is talent at that level. As
an example, he cited EJ Onu, who
was at NAIA program Shawnee
State from 2017-21 and now plays
for the NBA G League’s Memphis
Hustle.

Hollowell believes the three for-
mer Loyola players can fare well at
their new schools.

He remembered how Davis’ ar-
rival last season gave Loyola what it

needed to win a national title after
falling short a year earlier. He be-
lieves Burns and Wrightsil both
have the athleticism to thrive in a
high-major program.

“What people don’t understand is
they have a high-major will to win,”
said Hollowell, who now works as
Ole Miss’ associate athletic director
for men’s basketball. “You can’t re-
ally quantify that by watching a guy.
You've got to kind of be around him
and feel that out, I think.”

Hollowell was around those guys
enough to understand what they
went through last year.

When Hurricane Ida hit New Or-
leans in August 2021, the storm
ripped off a corner of the roof of the
Loyolabuilding that housed the bas-
ketball court.

Loyola practiced in Dallas for a
couple of weeks while much of New
Orleans was without power. After
the players returned to campus,
Loyola played home games at other
local colleges. The players prac-
ticed whenever there was an open
time slot, sometimes as early as S
am.

“We basically lost everything, so
that brought us together,” Davis
said. “When we played other teams,
we had a common goal — not to let
the stuff we’d been through hinder
us from winning games.”

They went 37-1 and won the
school’s first national champion-
ship since 194S. Earlier in the sea-
son, Wrightsil scored 26 points,
Burns 18 and Davis 11 in an exhibi-
tion victory over NCAA Division I
program New Orleans.

Wrightsil was named the NAIA
player of the year. Burns was a sec-
ond-team NAIA All-America selec-
tion and Davis earned honorable
mention. Burns also won the Mar-
ques Haynes Award for having the
most steals of any playerinany level
of college basketball.

Their success led to NCAA Divi-
sion I offers. They couldn’t pass up
the opportunity.

“I've definitely had dreams of
playing at a big Division I school,”
Burns said. “Every basketball
player I think wants that.”

MorRy GAsH/AP

Marquette’s Zach Wrightsil defends during the first half of a game
against Radford on Monday in Milwaukee.

ScotT STRAZZANTE, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE/AP

Stanford’s Fran Belibi prepares to dunk against Montana State’s Taylor Janssen during the second quarter

of an NCAA Tournament first-round game on March 18 in Stanford, Calif.

Playing above rim more
common among women

By Douc FEINBERG
Associated Press

Fran Belibi joined an exclusive
club when she dunked in the
NCAA Tournament last season.

While she was just the third
woman ever to do it in the tourna-
ment and eighth overall in college
history, the Stanford forward
knows there will be more to come
soon.

“There are definitely more girls
coming up who can play above the
rim,” Belibi said.

Her historic dunk capped off a
great basketball play where she
had a block on one end and then
finished it off with the one-handed
slam. Belibi, who has dunked
three timesin college, knows there
are others already in college who
can do it, but may not want to be-
cause they are afraid to miss.

“They just don’t try to do it. I
think that in me doing it and seeing
other dunks in the NBA, a lot more
people arelike, ‘Ifthey candoit, let
me try it,”” she said. “To doitin a
game is dependent on your athlet-
ic ability and also time and score of
the game.”

Belibi’s well aware of the histo-
ry of dunks in women’s college
basketball, reciting Georgeann
Wells as the first to ever do it in a
game. Elon coach Charlotte Smith
was the second to dunk back when
she played for North Carolina.

Smith recalls three of her Tar
Heels teammates, including for-
mer track star Marion Jones, also
could dunk. The quartet of players
would get in layup lines behind
each other before games and put
on a show that awed fans and their
opponents.

“We would literally line up back
to back to back to back,” the 6-foot
Smith recalled. “We’d dunk four
times in a row. It was exciting for
us and exciting for our opponents,
who would stop their warmups to
watch us dunk.”

There have been only eight
women’s players who have
dunked in a college game. Joining
Wells, Smith and Belibi are Mi-
chelle Snow, Sancho Lyttle, Can-
dace Parker, Sylvia Fowles and
Brittney Griner, who holds the
record with 18 of the nearly three
dozen college dunks that have oc-
curred.

That number is poised to grow
soon. Dawn Staley has her own
dunker in freshman Ashlyn Wat-
kins, who won the high school
dunk contest last spring.

“We’re going to see it a lot
more,” South Carolina’s coach
said. “Ashlyn is an incredible ath-
lete. It doesn’t take much for her to
dunk in one of our drills. It’s noth-
ing for her to do it. I do think she’s
going to do it in a game, not neces-
sarily off a fast beak. She can do it

in somewhat of a crowd.”

Staley said two of her other
players can also dunk, though they
haven’t done it in a game yet. She
said she sees a lot of high school
players at AAU tournaments in the
summer playing above the rim.
Staley knows that dunks definitely
add excitement to the game and
will help it grow, but aren’t why
most fans tune in to watch the
women play.

Watkins is shy and quiet talking
about her dunking ability. She
credits the Gamecocks strength
and conditioning coaches for help-
ing her get stronger so that she can
play above the rim.

“They’ve been helpful,” said
Watkins, who recalled dunking on
anine-foot rim in fifth grade and a
10-footer in eighth. “Making my
quads, calves and glutes stronger
solcanstill getup when I’'mtired.”

Watkins said she thought about
dunking in the Gamecocks’ exhi-
bition game last week, but saw two
girls closing in on her and didn’t
want to risk getting injured in the
game.

Smith hopes to see more women
do it soon and she’ll be happy to
welcome them into the group.

“It really is exciting to have
been one of the founders of the
dunk club,” said Smith. "We’ll
have to get t-shirts made up and
give it to anyone who does it.”
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WORLD CUP/NHL

DAVE THoMPSON/AP

Fulham’s Tim Ream, left, tries to block a shot from Manchester City’s llkay Gundogan during an English
Premier League match Saturday at Etihad stadium in Manchester, England.

Ream, Wright selected
to play for Americans

By RoNaLD BLum
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The U.S. World
Cup team is truly of the video gen-
eration. Players who received a
FaceTime from coach Gregg Ber-
halter were headed to Qatar and
those given audio calls missed the
cut.

“Ithink the best part of it the last
couple of days
was really seeing
genuine smiles
from the guys
when I told
them, and that’s
priceless,” Ber-
halter said
Wednesday
night after the
televised announcement of his 26-
man roster.

Tim Ream, Haji Wright, Joe
Scally and Sean Johnson made it.

Ricardo Pepi, Zack Steffen,
Paul Arriola and Jordan Pefok fell
short.

Norwich’s Josh Sargent and An-
talyspor’s Wright beat out Pepi,
the 19-year-old whose three goals
in qualifying were second behind
Christian Pulisic’s five. Berhalter
rated Sargent playing in En-
gland’s second-tier League Cham-
pionship higher than Pepi in the
Dutch Eredivisie, especially with
the U.S. opening the tournament
against Wales on Nov. 21 and fac-
ing England four days later before
finishing group play against Iran
on Nov. 29.

“The Dutch League is a great
league, but it doesn’t bring the
same physicality that the Premier
League brings and the Champion-

Berhalter

US World Cup roster

Goalkeepers: Ethan Horvath (Luton, En-
gland), Sean Johnson (New York City),
Matt Turner (Arsenal, England).

Defenders: Cameron Carter-Vickers
(Glasgow Celtic, Scotland), Sergifio Dest
(AC Milan, Italy), Aaron Long (New York
Red Bulls), Shag Moore (Nashville), Tim
Ream (Fulham, England), Antonee Robin-
son (Fulham, England), Joe Scally (Borus-
sia Monchengladbach, Germany),
DeAndre Yedlin (Miami), Walker Zimmer-
man (Nashville).

Midfielders: Brenden Aaronson (Leeds,
England), Kellyn Acosta (Los Angeles),
Tyler Adams (Leeds, England), Luca de la
Torre (Celta Vigo, Spain), Weston McKen-
nie (Juventus, Italy), Yunus Musah (Valen-
cia, Spain), Cristian Roldan (Seattle).

Forwards: JesUs Ferreira (Dallas), Jor-
dan Morris (Seattle), Christian Pulisic
(Chelsea, England), Gio Reyna (Borussia,
Dortmund, Germany), Josh Sargent (Nor-
wich, England), Tim Weah (Lille, France),
Haji Wright (Antalyspor, Turkey).

ship brings,” Berhalter said. “Ri-
cardo Pepi could have a great ar-
gument for why he should be
there, and I can understand that
argument.”

Players started getting texts
from Berhalter on Sunday after-
noon: “Are you available?” He
spent three days going through the
roster, then turned to just over a
dozen dealt the devastation of fall-
ing short.

On what figures to be the youn-
gest of the 32 teams by average
age, 29-year-old right back
DeAndre Yedlin is the only hol-
dover from the 2014 World Cup.
Yedlin, Pulisic, Kellyn Acosta and
Ream are remaining players from
the infamous loss at Trinidad that
prevented the Americans from
reaching the 2018 tournament.

“This could be a little bit of a re-
demption or revenge tour if you
want to call it that,” Yedlin said.
“This is now our time to really — I
don’t want to say apologize for

that, but show how much we do
want it.”

With central defenders Miles
Robinson and Chris Richards si-
delined by injuries, the 3S-year-
old Ream returns to the national
team for the first time since the
opening window of qualifying in
September 2021. Ream didn’t play
in the final four qualifying win-
dows as Berhalter preferred more
mobile options, then was selected
over Mark McKenzie and Erik-
Palmer Brown.

“He’s playing in the best league
in the world and he’s playing at a
very high level,” Berhalter said.

Cameron Carter-Vickers, the
son of former NBA player Howard
Carter, also was picked as a cen-
tral defender. Carter-Vickers,
Johnson, Scally, Wright and goal-
keeper Ethan Horvath did not ap-
pear in any of the 14 qualifiers.

Shaq Moore was picked as a
backup over Reggie Cannon at
right back and Cristian Roldan
ahead of Malik Tillman in mid-
field, where Berhalter called Ar-
riola “the odd man out.”

“These past few days have been
extremely difficult. Some of the
hardest I’'ve had in a while,” Arrio-
la wrote on Twitter. “I am heart-
broken.”

Johnson, 33, was a surprise pick
over Steffen, who started six qual-
ifiers. He received the news at his
home in Hoboken, N.J.

Nine players are from Major
League Soccer; eight are with En-
glish clubs; two each are based in
Germany, Italy and Spain; and one
apiece plays in France, Scotland
and Turkey.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 13 11 2 0 22 54 31
Detroit 13 7 3 3 17 39 38
Florida 14 8 5 1 17 46 42
Toronto 14 7 4 3 17 40 38
TampaBay 13 7 5 1 15 42 41
Montreal 14 7 6 1 15 42 44
Buffalo 13 7 6 0 14 50 42
Ottawa 12 4 8 0 8 42 44

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
New Jersey 1310 3 0 20 47 33
N.Y.Islanders 14 9 5 0 18 49 36
Carolina 13 8 4 1 17 39 37
Philadelphia 12 7 3 2 16 33 29
N.Y.Rangers 14 6 5 3 15 39 43
Washington 15 6 7 2 14 41 46
Pittsburgh 13 5 6 2 12 46 45

Columbus 12 3 9 0 6 30 55
Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 12 8 3 1 17 38 28
Dallas 13 8 4 1 17 47 32
Colorado 11 6 4 1 13 40 31
Minnesota 13 6 6 1 13 39 42
Chicago 12 5 5 2 12 34 39
Arizona 12 5 6 1 11 35 46
Nashville 13 5 7 1 11 35 45
St. Louis 11 3 8 0 6 23 43

Pacific Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 14 12 2 0 24 50 30
Seattle 14 8 4 2 18 50 41
Los Angeles 15 8 6 1 17 50 53
Edmonton 14 8 6 0 16 53 49
Calgary 12 5 5 2 12 37 40
Vancouver 14 4 7 3 11 49 58
San Jose 14 3 8 3 9 36 49
Anaheim 14 4 9 1 9 40 65

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s games

Florida 3, Carolina 0
Pittsburgh 4, Washington 1
Montreal 5, Vancouver 2
Minnesota 4, Anaheim 1

Thursday’s games

Calgary at Boston
Edmonton at Carolina
N.Y. Rangers at Detroit
Ottawa at New Jersey
Philadelphia at Columbus
Vegas at Buffalo
Arizona at N.Y. Islanders
San Jose at St. Louis
Nashville at Colorado
Chicago at Los Angeles
Friday’s games

Pittsburgh at Toronto
Tampa Bay at Washington
San Jose at Dallas
Minnesota at Seattle
Saturday’s games

Ottawa at Philadelphia
Edmonton at Florida
Arizona at New Jersey
Boston at Buffalo
Pittsburgh at Montreal
Vancouver at Toronto
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders
N.Y. Rangers at Nashville
Carolina at Colorado
Chicago at Anaheim
St. Louis at Vegas
Winnipeg at Calgar?/
Detroit at Los Angeles
Sunday’s games

Dallas at Philadelphia

San Jose at Minnesota
Vancouver at Boston
Arizona at N.Y. Rangers
Washington at Tampa Bay
Winnipeg at Seattle

Scoring leaders

Through Wednesday

GP G A PTS
Connor McDavid, EDM 14 14 15 29
Leon Draisaitl, EDM 14 9 17 26
Nikita Kucherov, TB 13 6 15 21
David Pastrnak, BOS 13 8 12 20
Nathan MacKinnon,COL 11 3 16 19
Artemi Panarin, NYR 14 5 14 19
Jason Robertson, DAL 13 9 10 19
Erik Karlsson, SJ 14 10 9 19
Jesper Bratt, NJ 13 5 13 18
Elias Pettersson, VAN 14 6 12 18
Matthew Tkachuk, FLA 12 5 12 17
Troy Terry, ANA 14 5 12 17
Roope Hintz, DAL 13 5 12 17
Martin Necas, CAR 13 7 10 17
Nick Suzuki, MTL 14 9 8 17

Penguins
end slide
at seven

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Already
down two defensemen to injury, the
Pittsburgh Penguins were in des-
perationmode when Jeff Petry skat-
ed off in pain and left them with just
three healthy players at the position.
Veteran forward Jeff Carter to
the rescue. Carter skated a shift on

defense in his
1,313th NHL
game Wednes-

day night to fill
the void before
Petry returned
and the Penguins
pieced enough to-
gether to beat the '
Washington Cap- Carter
itals 4-1 and snap their seven-game
losing streak.

“Couldn’t have more confidence
in Carts,” said goaltender Casey
DeSmith, who made 24 saves for his
first win of the season. “Monkey off
the back. Obviously the team win
means everything. Safe to say we
needed it, and we earned it.”

The Penguins earned it by going a
perfect 4-for-4 on the penalty Kkill
against an opponent that was 4-for-S
on the power play in its last game.
They also took advantage of Darcy
Kuemper’s struggles in net, getting
soft goals by Jason Zucker and
Brock McGinn on shots that
squeaked through.

“I don’t like letting in goals like
that, and I'm not used to letting in
goals like that,” said Kuemper, who
allowed three goals on 27 shots. “I
hate to lose, so tonight was a bad
night.”

It could have been a bad night for
Pittsburgh after losing Pierre-Oli-
vier Josephand Jan Ruttatoinjuries
in the second period. Instead, No. 1
defenseman Kris Letang skated a
game-high 28:28 and the Penguins
won for the first time since Oct. 22,
ending the organization’s longest
skid since losing 10 in a row in 2006,
during Sidney Crosby’s rookie sea-
son.
“Everybody in here’s happy
about that,” said McGinn, who
scored short-handed. “We’ve been
taking some good strides the last
couple games to try and get this win,
and I think everybody’s a little re-
lieved and happy that we came out
tonight and got one.”

The Penguins were relieved Pe-
try, who beat Kuemper clean on a
shot fromjustinside the blue line for
the third goal of the game, returned
after a brief absence because, as
Marcus Pettersson said, being
down to three defensemen is a lot
different than four. Coach Mike Sul-
livan in the meantime was just look-
ing for a forward who could skate
backwards and chose 37-year-old
Carter.
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BASKETBALL

FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

The Brooklyn Nets’ Kevin Durant shoots over the Knicks’ Julius
Randle during the second half of Wednesday’s game in New York.

Nets pound Knicks
in Vaughn’s opener

By BrR1AN MAHONEY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — New coach,
same result in a New York basket-
ball rivalry that’s become no rival-
ry at all.

Kevin Durant had 29 points, 12
rebounds and 12 assists, becoming
the first player since Michael Jor-
danto score atleast 25 points in his
team’s first 12 games, and the
Brooklyn Nets routed the Knicks
112-85 on Wednesday night after
making Jacque Vaughn their head
coach.

It was the second romp in the
last four games for a Nets team
that has responded so well to
Vaughn that it decided not to pur-
sue suspended Boston Celtics
coach Ime Udoka.

“We don’t want this to be a hon-
eymoon stage for us,” Durant said.
“We want to continue to keep
pushing through, keep finding
ways to get better, finding ways to
turn those weaknesses to
strengths and keep pushing from
here.”

Durant beat the Knicks for the
13th straight time, and he’s had tri-
ple-doubles in the last two of them.
His rebounds and assists were
both season highs, and his usual
scoring extended a streak that is
the longest since Jordan opened
the 1988-89 season with 16 consec-
utive games of 25 points.

The Nets beat the Knicks for the
eighth straight time. It matches
their second-longest winning
streak ever against the Knicks,
three shy of an 11-game run from
1984-86.

Seth Curry added a season-high
23 points and Edmond Sumner, in
his fourth straight start in place of
the suspended Kyrie Irving, fin-

ished with a season-best 18.

The Nets decided to stick with
Vaughn earlier Wednesday after
showing signs of progress since he
replaced Steve Nash after a 2-S
start.

They are 3-2 since and have
held their last four opponents be-
low 100 points, the first time
Brooklyn has done that since an
eight-game stretch in the 2014-15
season. He pointed to their re-
bounding, after outrebounding
the Knicks 55-46.

“So if we can focus on defensive
rebounding, we can take a big
jump on the defensive end,”
Vaughn said. “We’ve already tak-
en a big jump last four games,
teams under 100 points, which has
been great. So definitely concert-
ed effort.”

Julius Randle had 24 points and
11 rebounds for the Knicks, who
were coming off an impressive
performance in Minnesota on
Monday but trailed by as much as
35 in this one.

“We weren’t ourselves tonight,”
Knicks forward RJ Barrett said.
“Over the course of 82 games,
game like this is going to happen,
but we can’t make this a habit.”

Brooklyn jumped to a 24-8 lead
on Sumner’s three-pointer and
kept the margin there after one
quarter, leading 38-22. Curry’s
three-pointer gave the Nets their
first 20-point lead at 50-30, and an-
other three-pointer by Joe Harris
gave them a 69-44 lead, matching
the largest halftime margin in the
team’s history.

Durant improved to 20-3 in
games he’s played against the
Knicks, who haven’t beaten him
since 2013 when he was still in Ok-
lahoma City.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 8 3 .727 -
Toronto 7 5.83 1%
New York 5 6 .455 3
Philadelphia 5 6 .455 3
Brooklyn 5 7 417 3%

Southeast Division

w L Pct GB
Atlanta 7 4 .636 —
Washington 5 6 .455 2
Miami 4 7 .364 3
Orlando 3 9 .250 4%
Charlotte 3 9 .250 4V

Central Division

w L Pct GB
Milwaukee 10 1 .909 -
Cleveland 8 3.727 2
Chicago 6 7 .462 5
Indiana 5 6 .455 5
Detroit 3 9.250 7%

Western Conference
Southwest Division

w L Pct GB
Memphis 8 4 667 -
Dallas 6 4 .600 1
New Orleans 6 5.545 1%
San Antonio 5 7 417 3
Houston 2 10 .167 6

Northwest Division

w L Pct GB
Utah 10 3 .769 -
Portland 8 3.727 1
Denver 8 3 .727 1
Minnesota 5 7 417 4%
Oklahoma City 4 7 .364 5

Pacific Division

w L Pct GB
Phoenix 8 3.727 -
L.A. Clippers 7 5 .583 1%
Sacramento 4 6 .400 3%
Golden State 4 7 .364 4
L.A. Lakers 2 9 .182 6

Tuesday’s games
No games scheduled.

Wednesday’s games

Orlando 94, Dallas 87

Portland 105, Charlotte 95

Denver 122, Indiana 119

Utah 125, Atlanta 119

Brooklyn 112, New York 85

Boston 128, Detroit 112

Toronto 116, Houston 109

Phoenix 129, Minnesota 117

New Orleans 115, Chicago 111
Memphis 124, San Antonio 122, OT
Milwaukee 136, Oklahoma City 132, 20T
L.A. Clippers 114, L.A. Lakers 101
Sacramento 127, Cleveland 120

Thursday’s games

Dallas at Washington
Charlotte at Miami
Philadelphia at Atlanta
Portland at New Orleans

Friday’s games

Denver at Boston

Phoenix at Orlando
Detroit at New York
Milwaukee at San Antonio
Toronto at Oklahoma City
Minnesota at Memphis
Cleveland at Golden State
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games

Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers
Utah at Washington
Boston at Detroit
Toronto at Indiana
Atlanta at Philadelphia
Charlotte at Miami
Houston at New Orleans
Portland at Dallas

Sunday's games

Oklahoma City at New York
Memphis at Washington
Minnesota at Cleveland
Utah at Philadelphia
Denver at Chicago

Golden State at Sacramento
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers

Denver Nuggets
at Boston Celtics
AFN-Sports
1 a.m. Saturday CET
9 a.m. Saturday JKT

US one win from
spot in World Cup

By Tim REYNOLDS
Associated Press

Jim Boylen has not spent any
time thinking about what the
World Cup qualifying standings
might look like after USA Basket-
ball’s game against Brazil on Fri-
day.

He just keeps thinking how the
Americans have four qualifying
games left.

“Andin my brain, ’'m actinglike
we’ve got to win four to get in,”
Boylen said.

He knows differently. The U.S.
(7-1 in qualifying) can clinch a
berth in next year’s World Cup
with a win Friday, when it hosts
Brazil (5-3) in Washington. The
national team will be wearing the
nation’s colors in the nation’s cap-
ital on Veterans Day, with a
chance to lock up one of the 32
spots for the tournament to be
played next summer in the Philip-
pines, Japan and Indonesia.

For the U.S,, qualifying started
nearly a full year ago in late No-
vember. For some teams in the FI-
BA Americas region, it started in
April 2021.

It’s been a long road, but Boylen
and the Americans are finally in
position to clinch.

“It’s never easy,” said Boylen,
who has coached the eight previ-
ous U.S. qualifying games — all
held in two-game windows, often
with a different roster each time.
“Expect the unexpected. Expect
to make adjustments. You just roll
with it, keep it simple. I believe we
have to be superior at the defen-
sive end of the floor. You hope
shots go in, but we have to defend
and rebound. That’s what we can
control.”

The World Cup provides the
most direct path for teams to qual-
ify for the 2024 Paris Olympics.
The Americans have used prima-
rily G League playersin qualifying
games; those players know top
NBA players will take their roster
spots in the World Cup and the
Olympics.

“It’s very humbling when we
have repeat guys and they said,
‘Yeah, Coach, I loved it and I want
to be part of it,”” Boylen said. “It’s
really hard. It’s almost a thankless
job.If we win, nobody talks about it
andif welose,it’s on the ticker. But
I don’t sellitlike that. I sellit as, in
the last 30 years, there are 293
guys who have worn the senior
men’s national jersey. They’re
part of the most elite group of guys
in the history of the game. People
don’t realize that.”

The Americans have used 37
different players so far in the qual-
ifying cycle. That number will rise
Friday; only five players on the
roster for both the Brazil game and
Monday’s game against Colombia
have appeared in 2023 qualifying.

Langston Galloway, DaQuan
Jeffries, David Stockton, Will Da-
vis II and Michael Frazier II all
have played with the U.S. previ-
ously in this qualifying cycle; Gal-
loway has the most appearances
with six. The rest of the roster is
Charlie Brown Jr., Chris Chiozza,
Rodney Hood, Alize Johnson, Eli-
jah Pemberton, Henry Sims and
Craig Sword.

There are 12 teams remaining —
two groups of six — from the
Americas region, all vying for sev-
en World Cup spots.

The U.S. leads its qualifying
group (Group F) by two games
with four remaining on the quali-
fying schedule; the last two-game
window of qualifiers is in Febru-
ary. Brazil, Mexico and Uruguay
are all S-3; Puerto Rico is 4-4 and
Colombia is 3-S.

Canadaleads Group E at 8-0, fol-
lowed by Venezuela (7-1), Argenti-
na (6-2), the Dominican Republic
(5-3), Panama (2-6) and the Baha-
mas (2-6).

The top three teams in each
group, along with the best fourth-
place team, will receive World
Cup berths. The World Cup draw
takes place in Manila in March
and the tournament runs from late
August through mid-September.

« N

FrANK FRANKLIN II/AP

Coach Jim Boylen and USA Basketball can clinch a spot in the 2023
World Cup by beating Brazil in a qualifying game on Friday.
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RoN JENKINS/AP

TCU running back Emari Demercado catches a touchdown pass against Texas Tech during the second half

on Saturday in Fort Worth, Texas.

No. 4 TCU’s hid for playoff,
Big 12 lands at No. 18 Texas

By Jim VERTUNO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The big pic-
ture is laid out before No. 4 TCU,
and the Horned Frogs have every-
thing to play for.

They are undefeated and in
striking range of clinching a berth
in the Big 12 title game. Even big-
ger, they are No. 4 in the College
Football Playoff rankings, mean-
ing a bid for a national title could
cap aremarkable debut season for
coach Sonny Dykes.

Standing in the way? Texas. The
No. 18 Longhorns would like noth-
ing better than to derail Max Dug-
gan and the Horned Frogs and an-
nounce their own resurgence in
the Big 12.

Duggan has been the engine in a
remarkable turnaround season for
the Horned Frogs (9-0, 6-0 Big12),
who have complemented one of
the explosive offenses in the coun-
try with the grit needed to rally
from behind several times this
season.

“We haven’t always won pretty.
There’s been some struggles.
We’ve had to make some second-
half comebacks,” Dykes said.

With a win Saturday night, TCU
would clinch a berth in the Big 12
title game. Even if they lose, the
Horned Frogs still own the inside
track since every other teamin the
league has at least two losses.

The Horned Frogs do not have a
kind playoff history. The program
felt snubbed in 2014 when the
Horned Frogs were 11-1 and tied
for the Big 12 title, only to get left
out of the final playoff rankings.

TCU was No. 3 in the CFP rank-

No. 4 TCU (9-0, 6-0 Big 12)
at No. 18 Texas (6-3, 4-2)
AFN-Atlantic
1:30 a.m. Sunday CET
9:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

ings going into the final weekend
and closed with a 55-3 rout of Iowa
State. Still, the Horned Frogs were
passed by Ohio State, which beat
Wisconsin 59-0 in the Big Ten title
game that day. The Buckeyes went
on to win the CFP title.

The Big 12 hasn’t had an unde-
feated champion since Texas in
2005.TCU will likely need to be
perfect to get to the playoff.

Texas (6-3,4-2) can’t be perfect,
but they can play spoiler and
sweeten their own conference title
hopes in coach Steve Sarkisian’s
second season.

Sarkisian endured a miserable
S-7 debut in 2021 and Texas still
struggles to finish games. But last
week’s 34-27 win at Kansas State
couldbe ahugeboost forateamled
by Bijan Robinson, the Big 12’s
leading rusher.

“We’ve got more work to do, and
I think our guys recognize that.
They’re hungry. It’s always good
when you get a win like that and
then here comes a top-five team
comingintoyourownstadiumona
Saturday night who’s in first place
in your league,” Sarkisian said.

Analyze this

Former TCU head coach Gary
Patterson, who turned the pro-
gram into a Big 12 power but was
pushed out last season as the
Horned Frogs faded, landed at
Texas this season as a special as-

sistant. His job is to scout opposing
offenses and his fingerprints will
figure to be all over the Texas
game plan Saturday. Patterson
was regarded as a defensive guru
at TCU and he’ll be savoring the
chance to shut down his former
team.

Big backs

The game features two of the
best running backs in the country.
Robinson’s combination of speed
and elusiveness can leave defen-
ders spinning on their heels.
TCU’s Kendre Miller has chewed
up defenses in the second half.
Robinson’s1,219 yardslead the Big
12. Miller’s 1,009 yards rank sec-
ond. Both have 12 rushing touch-
downs.

Second-half swoon

TCU has thrived in the second
half this season, while Texas has
not. The Longhorn surrendered
late leads in losses to Alabama,
Texas Tech and Oklahoma State
and nearly did it again last week.
Texas has scored 31 points in the
first half of the last two games and
just three points after halftime.
TCU trailed both Oklahoma State
and Kansas State by double digits
before rallying to win.

Special teams

TCU has a special scoring weap-
on in punt returner Derius Davis.
His two punt returns for touch-
downs this season, including one
last week against Texas Tech,
make him the TCU career record
holder with five. Texas has three
punt blocks this season.

No. 6 Oregon has left
;. opening rout behind
with 8-game streak

By PAT GRAHAM
Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — Dan Fouts
is a big fan of Oregon quarterback
Bo Nix. He’s also a big fan of new
coach Dan Lanning.

He’s a big fan, in general, of this
version of the sixth-ranked Ducks,
especially the way they rebounded
from a disastrous start.

Put the former standout Oregon
quarterback and Pro Football Hall
of Famer on the spot, though —ex-
pect this team to be in the College
Football Playoff? — and he nimbly
scrambles away from the pres-
sure.

“I don’t expect anything other
than they’ll kick it off against
Washington,” cracked Fouts, who
plans to be front and center this
weekend at Autzen Stadium when
Oregon (8-0, 6-1 Pac-12,No. 6 CFP)
faces the 24th-ranked Huskies
(7-2,4-2,No. 25 CFP). “I'm not into
prognostication. I’'m hoping, ob-
viously, but there’s a lot of football
to be played.”

Just to work their way back into
the national conversation has been
impressive. Behind Nix, the Ducks
have reeled off eight straight wins,
averaging more than 40 points per
game in the process, after opening
with a 49-3 loss in September to
now No. 1 Georgia. That lopsided
loss — new coach, new QB, in Ge-
orgia’s backyard — feels so long
ago. But it still seems to linger with
some viewers.

There’s still ample time and op-
portunity to distance themselves
even more from that performance,
beginning this weekend against
Michael Penix Jr. and the high-po-
wered Huskies offense. It’s the
start of a difficult stretch that sees
Oregon host No. 13 Utah (Nov. 19)
along with traveling up the road to
rival Oregon State (Nov. 26). Take

No. 6 Oregon (8-0, 6-1 Pac-12)
at No. 24 Washington (6-3, 4-2)
AFN-Sports
1 a.m. Sunday CET
9 a.m. Sunday JKT

care of business, and a fourth
straight Pac-12 championship ap-
pearance awaits, possibly against
No. 8 USC.

“We’ve been doing something
right for the last eight weeks, so we
don’t want to change,” Nix said.
“Continue to do what we do.”

Given how it’s going, that’s a
sensible enough plan.

This team was listed at +12000
to win a national title at the start of
the season, according to FanDuel
Sportsbook. Then, after that loss to
Georgia, the Ducks dipped to
+30000. Now, they’re at +2500,
behind only Georgia, Ohio State,
Michigan and Tennessee.

“They just kept working and
they got it figured out,” said Fouts,
an All-Pac-8 QB at Oregon before
being drafted by the Chargers and
later going into the broadcast
booth. “They’ve got some momen-
tum now.”

Lanning is in his first year on the
Oregon sideline and has already
seen his name mentioned at other
places. On Monday, he was asked
about reports of being linked to
Auburn’s opening.

“I think there’s a little bit of a
problem in society today with peo-
ple looking for what’s next,” Lan-
ning said. “The reality is, the grass
is not always greener. In fact, the
grass is damn green in Eugene.

“This place has everything I
could possibly ever want, my fam-
ily could ever want. I've got an 11-
year-old that’s lived in eight states.
The last thing I ever want to do is
leave. I want to enjoy this opportu-
nity here.”

DaviD ZaLuBowski/AP

Oregon head coach Dan Lanning, left, congratulates Noah Sewell after
he rushed for a 1-yard touchdown against Colorado on Saturday.
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Fox pregame show will take place in Qatar

By JoE REEDY
Associated Press

Fox’s NFL pregame show is going in-
ternational for the first time in 13 years for
the annual Veterans Day show.

This week’s “Fox NFL Sunday” will
originate from Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar.
The last time the pregame crew went out-
side the United States was 2009, when the
show was at Bagram Airfield in Afghan-
istan.

“It is our favorite show of the year and
one of the cool things I hear from people,
even this week, is that viewers also tell me
it is their favorite show,” said “Fox NFL
Sunday” host Curt Menefee. “It means a

lot to the people. One of the things I re-
member from when we did 2009 was that
it meant so much to the troops there be-
cause I think they feel forgotten when
they’re on the other side of the world.”

The show — which also includes Terry
Bradshaw, Howie Long, Michael Strahan,
Jimmy Johnson and Jay Glazer — has
originated from service academies two of
the past three years. It was at the U.S. Na-
val Academy in Annapolis, Md., last year
and the U.S. Military Academy in West
Point, N.Y., in 2019.

The two-hour program, which will begin
at 11 a.m. EST, will spotlight the 75th anni-
versary of the Air Force featuring General

Charles Q. Brown Jr. It will include fea-
tures on Hall of Fame coach Tom Landry
and former Dallas Cowboys defensive
back Chad Hennings.

Landry, who passed away in 2000, flew
B-17 Bomber missions during World War
II before his playing and coaching career.
Hennings graduated from the Air Force
Academy and was drafted in the 11th
round by the Cowboys in 1988, eventually
being a part of three Super Bowl teams
during a nine-year career.

Glen Powell of “Top Gun: Maverick”
will narrate the show’s opening at the top
of the first and second hours.

Qatar is eight hours ahead of New York,

meaning the show will take place during
the evening.

The program will serve as an unofficial
kickoff to Fox’s coverage of the FIFA
Men’s World Cup, which begins Nov. 20.
U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter and lead FOX
analyst Alexi Lalas will make appearanc-
es.

“From a company standpoint, having ev-
erybody kind of together is big,” said Fox
Sports EVP Bill Wanger. “I don’t think
there’s anything that as a group we're
more proud of.”

Fox has the doubleheader on Sunday,
with the featured game of the Dallas Cow-
boys at the Green Bay Packers.

Crazier: Seahawks may

[

Vet

MicHAEL SLAVIN/Stars and Stripes

Former Tampa Bay Buccaneers fullback Mike Alstott warms up with soldiers before the longest throw
event Wednesday as part of the NFL Salute to Service Boot Camp in Vilseck, Germany.

US soldiers in Germany enjoy
competing in NFL Boot Camp

By MICHAEL SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

VILSECK, Germany — Soldiers
atthis Bavarian base got their foot-
ball fix this week courtesy of an
NFL-style skills challenge and
some face time with two visiting
league luminaries of earlier dec-
ades.

After the meeting with the re-
tired pros, 100 soldiers divided into
five-person teams competed
Wednesdayinthe NFL.Boot Camp,
a test modeled on the combine, a
showcase for collegiate players as-
piring to be drafted by one of the
league’s 32 franchises.

The competition consisted of a
long throw, the broad jump, the 40-
yard dash, the three-cone drill and
areceiving gauntlet.

“I'signed up with my friends just
to have some fun and play some
football,” said Staff Sgt. Nathen
Gimlin. “It was a lot of fun even
though my team didn’t perform as

well as we thought we were going
to.”

In addition to the skills camp,
soldiers got to talk with 200S MVP
Shaun Alexander, aformer Seattle
Seahawks running back, and for-
mer Tampa Bay Buccaneers full-
back Mike “A-train” Alstott.

Alexander said such events
meanalottohimbecausehehasan
older bother who served in the Ar-
my for 22 years.

He said it was great to be in Ger-
many, adding thathe remembers a
phone call his brother made from
the country during his time over-
seas.

“We wanted to give the military
out here an experience they have
never had before,” Alexander
said.

The event was a prelude to Sun-
day’smatchup between the Bucca-
neers and Seahawksin the first-ev-
er NFL game played in Germany.

“It was a great day for them to

come out and enjoy some camara-
derie,” said Michael Hurley, a
USAA miilitary affairs representa-
tive for Europe and New England.
“They came out a little quiet, but
boy were they pumped up by the
end.”

Wednesday’s event was part of
the NFL’s Salute to Service initia-
tive in partnership with USAA.

Gimlin said it was cool to meet
players he grew up watching. Sol-
diers took pictures with Alexander
and Alstott and obtained auto-
graphs from them before interact-
ing with the two former NFL stand-
outs on the field.

The day wrapped up with a tro-
phy ceremony for the top three fin-
ishers in the skills challenge as
well as a raffle in which four lucky
soldiers won tickets to Sunday’s
game at Allianz Arena in Munich.

slavin.michael@stripes.com
Twitter: @mikeatstripes
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before or after the game, we know
that we can play with anybody just
based off our confidence, off our
skill level and really based off the
ability to understand the game,”
Jets linebacker C.J. Mosley said.
“I feel like we’re a young group,
but we’re very wise in a lot of ar-
eas, and it makes up for a lot of
things.”

The Dolphins and Giants last
reached the postseason in 2016.
Before then, Miami hadn’t earned
a postseason bid since 2008. The
Giants’ last playoff berth before
2016 was its 2011 Super Bowl
championship season.

Moreover, the Baltimore Rav-
ens and Seattle Seahawks are
leading their respective divisions
after finishing in last place a year
ago. The NFC North-leading Min-
nesota Vikings (7-1) have bounced
back from an 8-9 season.

If Baltimore or Seattle maintain
their leads, this would mark the
18th time in the last 20 seasons
that at least one team has won its
division after either tying for last
or finishing last outright the previ-
ous year.

Seattle may be the biggest sur-
prise of all. The Seahawks have
capitalized on quarterback Geno
Smith’s emergence after trading
Russell Wilson to the Denver
Broncos.

“I thought they might be a
three-win team going into the sea-
son,” said NFL Network analyst
and former executive and scout-
ing director Marc Ross. “I had Ge-
no in New York, loved the guy, but
just didn’t think he had this in him
anymore after so much time, and
just rolling the dice with all the
young guys they had and losing
Russell. It just seemed as if this
was a complete rebuilding year.
They started out as a feel-good sto-
ry — oh, this is cool — and now
when you look at them, they’re a
legitimate team when you look at
the talent they have at every posi-
tion group, really.”

. be biggest surprise of all

There also have been plenty of
unwelcome surprises, most nota-
bly the last two Super Bowl cham-
pions.

The Rams (3-5) have lost four of
their last five. They’re coming off
aloss to Tampa Bay (4-5), which is
tied for first in the NFC South only
because every team in that divi-
sion is below .S00.

The three-time defending NFC
North champion Packers (3-6)
have lost five straight games for
the first time since 2008.

There’s a common thread with
those three teams. They’re all ag-
ing teams with veteran quarter-
backs who aren’t playing up to
their usual standards.

One year afterleading the Rams
to a Super Bowl title, Matthew
Stafford has thrown an equal
number of interceptions (eight)
and touchdown passes. Rodgers is
coming off a three-interception
performance at Detroit. Tom Bra-
dy ended his brief retirement to
return to Tampa and has 10 touch-
down passes with one intercep-
tion, but the Bucs continue to
struggle.

“The reign of Brady and Rodg-
ers being the top quarterbacks in
football, it’s over,” Simms said.
“It’s been over. But people didn’t
want to get off of that. I think that’s
part of it. Those two, they’re not
even in the same stratosphere as
somebody like Josh Allen or Pa-
trick Mahomes anymore. They’re
in a different world. Joe Burrow’s
in a different world than they are.
Justin Herbert’s in a different
world than they are. Lamar Jack-
son’sin a different world than they
are.”

Simms doesn’t see how Rodgers
or Brady could reverse that trend,
which is bad news for the long-
term prospects of the Packers and
Bucs.

“I think there’s a little bit of a
changing of the guard, not only
with teams to a degree, but cer-
tainly at the quarterback position
throughout the NFL,” Simms said.
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Tennessee Titans cornerback Elijah Molden landed on injured reserve with a groin injury earlier this season.

New NFL injured reserve rule
forcing teams to be choosy

By TEREsSA M. WALKER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see Titans cornerback Elijah Mol-
den is used to the business of pro
football as a second-generation
NFL player.

Molden didn’t worry that the in-
jured groin putting him on injured
reserve Sept. 9 would cost him a full
season even after an offseason NFL.
rule change limiting teams to
bringing back only eight players
from injured reserve to the active
roster this season.

“It is definitely a game that the
front office plays, you know chess,
not checkers,” Molden said. “So I
talked with my agent, talked with
the coaches and front office and let
them work it out.”

Asthe NFL hits the halfway point
of the season, Molden remains on
injured reserve as one of 13 Titans
sidelined by injury. That’s the most
in the league per Spotrac.com, a
year after the Titans set an NFL
record last season using 91 differ-
ent players in a non-strike season.

The Titans are already halfway
to the 26 placed on injured reserve
a year ago and used the unlimited
return rule to help earn the AFC’s
No. 1 seed.

They are among at least eight
teams with at least 10 players on IR
as of Monday, a number that
changes daily. That includes the
defending champion Rams at 11 af-
ter finishing last season with only
nine. Among that group is starting
left tackle Joseph Noteboom, who
replaced Andrew Whitworth after
his retirement.

The rule changes means every
NFL team has to think very careful-

ly about injuries. Not only did the
NFL limit the number that can re-
turn, but players must now spend
four games instead of three on in-
jured reserve. Practice squads
stayed at 16 to ensure available
players in shape to provide needed
help when injuries hit.

Buffalo general manager Bran-
don Beane likes the rule changes.

“There’s a line that the league
worries about roster stashing, just
putting guys on to get another guy
so I think you want to make sure
that people aren’t stashing,” Beane
said. “That’s going to be what the
league stance is. I think it’s come to
a pretty good medium.”

Under early injured reserve
rules, a player was out for a year.
Then in 2012, the NFL allowed
teams to designate one player to re-
turn before doubling that in 2017.
The coronavirus pandemic led the
NFLtoallow teams tobring back an
unlimited number of players from
injured reserve for 2020 and 2021.

“Now it’s down to four weeks,
and I think that’s more reasonable
because fans pay to see these good
players,” Beane said. “And if you
put agood player down, you want to
be able to bring him back.”

Dallas (6-2) hopes to get left tack-
le Tyron Smith back in December
after tearing a hamstring late in
training camp. The Cowboys, with
12 on injured reserve, also lost long
snapper Jake McQuaide (torn tri-
ceps) and slot corner Jourdan Le-
wis (broken foot) for the season.

San Francisco (4-4) has nine on
injured reserve and has been hit
hard.

Quarterback Trey Lance is out
for the season, while both starting

defensive tackles, including Javon
Kinlaw, are out. Niners coach Kyle
Shanahan said everyone gets frus-
trated with the injuries, especially
those that have decimated the de-
fensive line.

“It just makes it harder to per-
form at the level we need them to
the more they’re out there, but
that’s part of the NFL,” Shanahan
said. “And it’s why you want depth,
and it’s why you hope guys can re-
turn and not have too bad of inju-
ries.”

Teams also have to balance risk
versus reward when deciding
whether to put a player on injured
reserve. Bring someone back too
soon, it could cost a team the
chance to bring back another
player. Keeping a player on the ros-
ter also gets expensive.

“A, you potentially could get the
player back sooner than the four-
week mandate and B, there’s cap
implications because you’re going
tobe paying two players toreally do
one job and you’ve got to account
for that, salary cap-wise,” Titans
general manager Jon Robinson
said.

Deciding when to bring a player
back starts with opening a 21-day
practice window. Robinson said
the player has to tell team officials
how he really feels along with feed-
back from team doctors and watch-
ing how the player practices.

“Ultimately, you're going to err
on the side of caution when it comes
to the health and safety of the
player,” Robinson said.

AP pro foothall writers Josh Dubow and Schuyler
Dixon and AP sports writers John Wawrow, Greg
Beacham, Tom Canavan and Steve Megargee
contributed.

Confident Vikings now
thriving with Cousins’
let-it-loose approach

By Dave CAMPBELL
Associated Press

EAGAN, Minn. — After the Min-
nesota Vikings hired a head coach
with a player-first approach and a
quarterback-friendly background,
while keeping the entire starting
offense intact, the 2022 season was
shaping up well for Kirk Cousins.

Questions about whether Cou-
sins would find a higher level of
comfort this year, his fifth with the
Vikings, have been answered by
the NFC North standings.

Recent video evidence from the
team plane — of Cousins dancing
shirtless with diamond-studded
chains draped around his neck,
gold wristwatches glistening on his
bobbing arms and an ear-to-ear
grin — put any lingering doubt to
rest.

“It was lit,” rookie cornerback
Akayleb Evans said. “Kirk was
turning me up. He was turning all
us up with all the chains. I just en-
joyed that. He’s not afraid of doing
that. I like that a lot.”

Calculating, disciplined and stu-
dious, Cousins has used those attri-
butes to overachieve along the way
as an afterthought recruit at Michi-
gan State and a fourth-round draft
pick by Washington.

Those traits can also impede suc-
cess at times on the field, when it
comes to leaning more on confi-
dence and instinct to let the ball rip
for, say, Justin Jefferson even if the
coverage dictates a pass should go
elsewhere. That style also doesn’t
seamlessly translate to leadership,
and Cousins spent much of his first
couple of seasons with the Vikings
feeling out his place within the
team.

Winning makes all the differ-
ence, though, especially when sup-
ported by a pass-first playbook in-
stalled by Kevin O’Connell and a
more relaxed environment around
team headquarters following the
change in coaching staffs.

“I definitely enjoy seeing Kirk
enjoying himself like that,” O’Con-
nell said. “Because a special part
about it is his teammates know
what he pours into it each and ev-
ery week.”

After the Vikings rallied from a
10-point deficit to beat the Com-
manders on Sunday in the stadium
where he first got his start in the
NFL, stretching their winning
streak to six games, Cousins and his
self-deprecating nightclub act be-
came the talk of the league.

He was a guest with the Manning
brothers on their Monday night
talk show alternative to the stan-
dard game broadcast, and his ap-
pearance included plenty of dis-
cussion about his dance moves and
good vibes.

Cousins said Wednesday that he
never expected the attention —
which goes back to Minnesota’s
winover New Orleansin Londonon
Oct. 2, the first time he tried on a
teammate’s necklace during the
celebratory hangout before the
flight home — because of an unoffi-
cial rule about no social media
posts from the charter plane.

“Once it got out and the train gets
down the tracks, it’s hard to stop at
that point, as evidenced by me not
wearing a shirt last week,” Cousins
said.

The first-place Vikings (7-1) face
their most daunting road trip yet
this week.

They play Sunday at preseason
Super Bowl favorite Buffalo (6-2),
having beaten only one team (Mia-
mi) that currently has a winning
record, so a victory over the Bills
would probably trigger another
party on the plane afterward and
feature more moving and grooving
by the quarterback.

“He’s got his own version of ev-
erything, and that’s just who he is,”
running back Dalvin Cook said. “I
think that’s why I love him somuch.
He’s just who he is.”

Bruce KLuckHOHN/AP

Minnesota Vikings running back Alexander Mattison, left, celebrates
with quarterback Kirk Cousins after scoring during the second half
against the Arizona Cardinals on Oct. 30 in Minneapolis.
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Roster revealed

US coach Berhalter announces team
for World Cup in Qatar » Page 43

JoHN MiNcHILLO/AP

New York Jets linebacker C.J. Mosley separates Buffalo Bills running back James Cook from the ball during the first half of Sunday’s game in East Rutherford, N.J.

By STEVE MEGARGEE
Associated Press
he New York Jets, New
York Giants and Miami
Dolphins could end long
playoff droughts while the
Super Bowl champion Los Angeles
Rams and reigning MVP Aaron
Rodgers’ Green Bay Packers are well
below .500
These aren’t the NFL standings
anyone envisioned before the season.
“I guess I would say it’s a little cra-
zier than normal,” former NFL quar-

MartT York/AP

INSIDE
Injured reserve rule:

Teams must be choosy
Page 47

terback and current NBC “Football
Night in America” analyst Chris Simms
said.

It’s not unusual for each NFL postsea-
son to have a few new faces.

Seven of the 14 playoff teams each of
the last two seasons hadn’t reached the

postseason the previous year. Every
postseason since 1990 has featured at
least four new playoff teams.

What makes this season stand out is
that several playoff contenders are rele-
vant for the first time in several years.

The Dolphins (6-3), Jets (6-3) and Gi-
ants (6-2) are on pace to earn wild-card
playoff berths. The Jets haven’t reached
the postseason since 2010, the longest ab-
sence of any team.

“Whoever we’re playing, whether it’s

SEE CRAZIER ON PAGE 46

Veteran Geno Smith stepped into the starting quarterback role in Seattle after the Seahawks traded Russell Wilson.




