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Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Opaskowipîsim Nîso Akimaw Anohc 

ᓀᔮᐢᑫᐧᔮᐦᐠ  ᐊᒋᒧᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᐸᐢᑯᐃᐧᐲᓯᒼ ᓃᓱ ᐊᑭᒪᐤ ᐊᓄᐦᐨ 

July 1, 2021 / photos/article by Sara Lee 

On the hottest day of the year so far, hundreds of 
supporters, survivors, and community members of 
both Wetaskiwin and Maskwacis gathered at the Reyn-
olds Museum in Wetaskiwin to honour and remember 
the children found at Indian Residential School sites 
across Canada.  

The Chiefs of all Four Nations and Mayor of Wetaski-
win Tyler Gandam spoke to the large crowd on the 
first day of phase 3 of Alberta’s reopening, which re-
moved most restrictions on gatherings and face-
coverings.  

Chief Randy Ermineskin spoke to the gathering: “There 
isn’t a whole lot for us to celebrate right now. There’s 
so much sadness in the community. We need to figure 
out a way to heal… Many of the children never made 
it home. That’s a sad, sad thing. Think as your sitting 
there listening. What if your children didn’t make it 
home?... We have to talk about them. We have to get 
uncomfortable.” 

Indian Residential School Survivor Flora Northwest 
spoke to the attendees about the found children. “It’s 
an honour. They’re finally released. To go home to the 

spirit world 
with their fami-
lies. The history 
of residential 
schools started, 
in Ermineskin, 
back in 1824. 
It’s been 127 
years…” Flora 
spoke of her 
Father’s prayer 
drum songs, 
noting that the 
sound of North-
ern Cree’s 
drumming lifted 

her spirits. Flora’s daughter and granddaughter joined 
her as she finished her speech. 

“We did the study of the residential school. Everything 
came back… the pain, the abuse. I was told that I was 
going to amount to nobody…  

“My dream was to have all my children graduate… 
[they] did. All my grandchildren graduated… I’m grate-
ful for the friends that I have and all the gifts that I 
have… I want to thank all of you for being here… 
Those children set us free.” Flora thanked leadership, 
the pipe carrier, Northern Cree, the dancers and all 
attendees for attending and showing support. 

Legacy 215+ Event in Wetaskiwin 
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June 18, 2021 

Photos/article by Sara 
Lee 

Kanawemahwasowin 
Kamik, Inc. (KKI), host-
ed a drive-thru Pride 
event that involved 
flying a Pride flag at 
the Ermineskin Cree 
Nation (ECN) admin-
istration building, 
snacks, swag, lunch, 
and a Parade through 
the Ermineskin Town-
site. KKI Director 
Chrystal Littlechild-Hill 
emceed, introducing 
Keegan Johnson.  

Keegan of Maskwacis 
greeted everyone: “I 
am from Samson. I identify as a trans male. 
I’ve been on this journey for a very long time. 
I just really want to thank everyone that’s here 
today… What I really want to say is that I’m 
really proud of how far we’ve come as a com-
munity. I’ve grown up here, I know what it’s 
like to be questioning my identity and sexuali-
ty. It was definitely a very difficult time for 
me… Being able to celebrate pride here on the 
reserve, it feels very historical, to me… I grew 

up here and I feel so supported. I feel very 
emotional to see this.” 

Chrystal thanked Keegan for speaking, “This is 
just one of many moments you’re going to 
inspire and empower change… It takes one 
person… you’ve impacted change. You’re a cru-
sader and we’re so proud of you.” 

Two-spirit hoop dancer Lakota Tootoosis shared 
his dance, demonstrating the symbolism of his 
dance moves. Lakota dances with 21 hoops. 

KKI Pride Event 

Hundreds of excited onlookers watch the fireworks display by 
NGCI and Samson Cree Nation. The first 300 attendees were 
treated with a drive-thru bagged meal. 

National Indigenous People’s Day 2021 at Bear Park 

Above: Drone footage by Perry Morin 

Keegan Johnson 
KKI staff in Rainbow t-shirts 
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Summer is Here 
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kisâstew ᑭᓵᐢᑌᐤ it is 
hot weather 

ehkis-
astek ᐁᐦᑭᓴᐢᑌᐠ It is 
hot and sunny 

nîpinâyâw ᓃᐱᓈᔮᐤ It feels like 
summer 

nîpin pl. nîpin-
wa ᓃᐱᐣ Summertime  

pakâsimiw ᐸᑳᓯᒥᐤ swim S/he 
takes a swim  

pakasi-
mowin ᐸᑲᓯᒧᐃᐧᐣ Swimming 

yikawiskâhk ᔨᑲᐃᐧᐢᑳᕁ At the 

beach; sandy place  

akawastehk  

ᐊᑲᐊᐧᐢᑌᕁ In the shade  

âkawâstehikan pl. âkawâstehi-
kana ᐋᑲᐋᐧᐢᑌᐦᐃᑲᐣ Built for 
shade, i.e.: an umbrella  

tahkamâpoy ᑕᐦᑲᒫᐳᕀ cold wa-
ter  

Wâsaskopayiw 

 ᐋᐧᓴᐢᑯᑌᐸᔨᐤ lightning  

pôtâcikan ᐴᑖᒋᑲᐣ blower A 
mechanical blower or fan 

From creedictionary.com  

 Tips for Keeping Cool 

Add ice to plastic bags and keep them in a folded ker-
chief at the back of your neck, or place inside your shirt. 

Wet a towel and wring it out, putting the towel on you 
as a fan blows over you as you sleep.  

Wet your hair with cold water repeatedly. 
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June 25, 2021 

Photo/Article by 
Sara Lee 

Pigeon Lake Re-
gional School host-
ed a grad ceremo-
ny in the gym 
with all grads sit-
ting in their co-
hort family units 
before receiving 
their High School 
Diploma.  

Five students re-
ceived an Eagle 
Feather in Ceremo-
ny from Cecil Ne-
poose; Ashton 
Baumann, Jett Bau-
mann, Kyanna Hill-
Cutarm, Kylie 
Johnson-Potts, and 
Nicklous Morin.  

Students were 
congratulated by 
various dignitaries, 
including MLA Rick 
Wilson, Superin-
tendant Peter Bar-
ron, and Principal 
Dr. Melissa Hum-
by.  

After asking the 
students to stand, 
Dr. Humby spoke: 
“Take a moment… 
twirl, jump 
around… I just 
want everyone in 
this audience to 
take a look at this 
amazing group of 
individuals… You 
did it! You are 
officially graduates 
of Pigeon Lake 
Regional School!” 

Pigeon Lake Regional School Grad 2021 
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Congratulations 2021 Grads! 
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Father’s Day Golf Tournament 2021 
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2021 Alberta  
Indigenous Games 
INDIVIDUAL REGISTRA-
TION/WAIVER/
CONSENT FORM:  
https://
forms.gle/6WtpngpWQC
9sJETw9 
2021 Alberta Indigenous 
Games August 13-19th 
@ RUNDLE PARK, Ed-
monton, AB 12 SPORTS 
2000+ Indigenous youth 
from across Alberta are 
invited to engage in a 
week of competitive 
sports, traditional 
games, special events, 
education, and cultural 
connection!  
Early Bird Registrations 
June 18th to July 3rd, 
2021 
Regular Registrations July 
4th to July 31st 
Late Last Chance Regis-
trations August 1st to 
August 5th 
Thursday August 12th, 
2021 
Eagle Staff Run/Opening 
Ceremonies @ 2pm At 
Rundle Park  
Friday- Sunday August 
13-15th, 2021 
Basketball @ Saville Cen-
tre & St. FX Sports Cen-
tre  
Lacrosse @ Michael 
Cameron Arena & Tip-

ton Arena 
Soccer @ Rundle 
Park Soccer Field 
Fastpitch Softball 
@ Goldstick Park 
& Rundle Park 
Ball Diamonds 
(22 year-olds 
GIrl's can't pitch 
or catch) 
Sunday August 
15th, 2021 
Medal Ceremo-
nies in the even-
ing @ 6pm @ 
Rundle Park 

Stage 
Monday August 16th, 
2021 
Rugby 7's @ Rundle 
Park Football Field 
Golf COED 4 Player 
Team Scramble 18 Hole 
@ Victoria Golf Course 
Beach Volleyball CEOD 
4 v 4 @ Rundle Park 
Beach Volleyball Pits 
Cross Country @ Rundle 
Park 
Hand Games @ Rundle 
Park Outside Family 
Centre 
Medal Ceremonies for 
Monday's sports in the 
evening @6pm Rundle 
Park Stage. 
Tuesday- Thursday Au-
gust 17-19th 
Volleyball @ Saville 
Community Sports Cen-
tre 
Ball Hockey @ Michael 
Cameron Arena & Tip-
ton Arena  
Baseball @ Callingwood 
Park Ball Diamonds (22 
year-olds can't pitch or 
catch) 
Thursday August 19th, 
2021 
Medal & Closing Cere-
monies at 6pm Rundle 
Park - 2909 113 Ave 
NW, Edmonton, AB 
T5W-0P3 
2021 AIG Sports & Age 

Divisions: 
Participants can register 
in more than one sport. 
Baseball Boys, Ball Hock-
ey (COED), Basketball, 
Cross Country, 
Fastpitch Softball Girls 
Divisions: 
Mini: 2011-2009 
Junior: 2008-2006 
Intermediate: 2005-2003 
Senior: 2002-1999 
Beach Volleyball 4 v 4 
(COED) & Golf COED 4 
Player Team Scramble 
18 Hole Divisions: 
Junior: 2009-2007 
Intermediate: 2006-2004 
Senior: 2003-1999 
Lacrosse (COED) & Rug-

by 7's (COED) Divisions: 
Junior: 2011-2009 
Intermediate: 2008-2005 
Senior: 2004-1999 
Soccer (COED) Divisions: 
Junior: 2011-2009 
Intermediate: 2008-2004 
Senior: 2003-1999 
Volleyball Divisions:  
Junior: 2009-2007 
Intermediate: 2006-2004 
Senior: 2003-1999 
Registration for the 
Sport of 4 Player Team 
Scramble 18 Hole Golf 
Is just $250 per team. 
Registration for the 
Sport of Soccer is just 
$200 per team.  
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