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Meet Thomas

•Thomas Michael

– Started with SAP in 1993 in Germany

– Asset Accounting Expert

– Author of 

‘SAP Asset Reporting Guide’

– Speaker at national SAP conferences

– ASUG volunteer – Market Leader for Asset 

Accounting

– tmichael@michaelmanagement.com
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Introduction

• The Asset History Sheet report is the most 

powerful report in Asset Accounting

• Roll-forward layout (beginning balances + 

asset activity = ending balances)

• All asset activity on 1 page

• Unique hybrid report – combines balanced-

based report with transaction-based report

• Must be configured correctly to be used in 

your company

4
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Overview

Technical name: 

RAGITT_ALV01

Transaction: 

S_ALR_87011990

Secret: AR02

Combines balance-based reporting 

values with transaction-based values.

Up to 8 columns and 10 lines. 
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Overview (cont.)

• Most powerful report in AA because the logic 

and layout can be configured according to a 

company’s requirements

• Roll-forward layout

(Beg. Balances +/- Activity = Ending 

Balances)

• Not to be confused with the Asset History 

report
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Overview (cont.)

• Report must be started with an History Sheet 

Version which must be configured correctly

• Standard SAP versions are just examples –

not necessarily good to use! 
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Overview (cont.)

• Sample 

versions

• Do not use

these for 

your 

company!
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Overview (cont.)

• History Sheet Version determines:

– Report layout (columns and rows)

– What values appear in what fields

– What values to leave out

– If the report is complete or not

• In other words, you can determine how 

values will show up on your own history 

sheet version!
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Selection screen

Standard selection 

screen/options

Dynamic Selections available

(almost all asset master data 

fields can be selected)
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Selection screen (cont.)

Report date = 

Year-to-date reporting only!

Depreciation Area – run for any area, i.e. 

Financial Book or Tax, etc.

Sort Version – sort/sub-total as you require

Translation method – run report in any 

currency
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Selection screen (cont.)

History sheet version

• Contains layout & report logic

• Select the correct version

Planned or Posted

depreciation

ALV = 1 row per asset (for 

easy Excel download)
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Output with PLANNED depreciation

Wrong History Sheet version 

(according to European GAAP)!

And it’s incomplete!
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Output with PLANNED depreciation

Values as of the 

Beginning of the Fiscal 

Year

Values as of the Report Date
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Output with PLANNED depreciation

Asset transactions between

Beginning of the Fiscal Year and Report Date
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Output with PLANNED depreciation

Remember: Columns/Rows & Values are 

determined by Asset History Sheet Version

Typical Layout:

Beginning values

+ Acquisitions

- Retirements

+/- Transfers

+/- Other adjustments

= Ending values

Classical display 

(as opposed to 

ALV display)
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Output with PLANNED depreciation

PLANNED depreciation values for asset

(Year-to-date)
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PLANNED depreciation in Asset Explorer

PLANNED depreciation values for asset in 

the Asset Explorer (transaction AW01N)
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Selection screen (cont.)

Posted depreciation
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Output with POSTED depreciation

Where did the depreciation go?
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Output with POSTED depreciation

PLANNED depreciation values for asset in 

the Asset Explorer (transaction AW01N)
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Report Limitations

• Asset History Sheet = most powerful report 

in Asset Accounting - however…
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Report Limitations

• However…

• Can only be run on year-to-date basis; not 

for individual periods or ranges of periods, 

i.e.
• Can’t run it for the month of March

• Can’t run it for Q2 

• Cannot be run for individual periods for prior, 

closed fiscal years, i.e.
• Can’t run it for last September or any other period for 

prior years

• Can only run it for 12/31 for closed FYs
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Report Limitations (cont.)

No from/to period!

Always just Year-to-Date possible!

No prior periods in prior, 

closed fiscal years!
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Report Enhancement

• The enhancement solves these problems!

• Run the Asset History Sheet for any period –

in open or closed fiscal years

• Report does not have to be run year-to-date

• Will display the beginning period values (not 

beginning of the year)

Copyright © Michael Management Corporation - All rights reserved

Report Enhancement (cont.)

Select a from/to period –

even in closed fiscal years!

Everything else is standard!
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Report Enhancement (cont.)

From/to periods

Not Beginning-of-the-Year values but 

Beginning-of-the-selected-period instead!
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Report Enhancement (cont.)

• Report enhancement:

– makes monthly G/L reconciliation fast & easy

– simply sub-total by G/L account and compare to 

FS10N

– allows prior-year reporting for any period or 

range

– installs in 30 minutes

• Learn more & see demo:

– http://www.michaelmanagement.com/sdt01.asp
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Configuration

• Understanding transaction types, asset 

history sheet groups, asset history sheet 

positions

• Configuration & Testing
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Transaction Types

• Every asset 

transaction 

requires a

Transaction 

Type
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Transaction Types

• Transaction 

Types are 

assigned to 

an Asset 

History Sheet 

Group
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Asset History Sheet Groups

• Asset History 

Sheet Groups are 

used to group 

different, yet 

similar transaction 

types together 
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To-Do

• Things you need to do in your SAP system:

– Go through all transaction types and identify the 

ones you are actually using

– Consider locking the rest or using the user exit to 

limit access to specific power users

– Verify that all transaction types you are using are 

assigned to the correct AHS Group

– Remember that different countries have different 

accounting rules
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Asset History Sheet Versions

• Asset History Sheet Versions contain so-

called Positions (or ‘buckets’ of values, i.e. 

Acquisitions, Retirements, etc.)
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Asset History Sheet Positions

• Asset History Sheet Groups are assigned to 

Positions (this connects the asset transaction 

with a place or ‘bucket’ on the report)
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Asset History Sheet Positions

• Assign a Group to a Position by placing an X in the column.

• A period indicates that this group/position has already been 

assigned elsewhere on your Asset History Sheet version.

Careful!

SAP will not keep you from double-

assigning a group to a position!
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Asset History Sheet Positions

• The columns represent:

• TRN = Transaction value

• Acc. dep. = Ordinary, special or unplanned depreciation
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Asset History Sheet Versions

• When you have assigned all groups to a position SAP 

will automatically indicate that your Asset History Sheet 

Versions is complete.
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To-Do

• Things you need to do in your SAP system:

– Create your own AHS Version

– Consider creating multiple versions for different 

reporting requirements (i.e. book vs tax, etc.)

– Make sure all versions are complete
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Resources

• Thomas Michael, Reporting for SAP Asset Accounting

– http://amzn.com/1494347326
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Five Key Ideas

47

• Asset History Sheet is the most powerful 

report in Asset Accounting

• History Sheet version must be configured 

according to your requirements – do not use 

SAP samples

• Report shows Beginning/Ending Balances 

plus asset activity for the reporting timeframe
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Five Key Ideas (cont.)

• Standard report has significant limitations:

– No period reporting possible

– No period reporting for prior/closed FY

• MMC report enhancement allows:

– Run report by period with period-correct 

beginning / ending values

– Run report for prior, closed years and periods

48

http://amzn.com/1494347326
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Controlling 2016 Conference

• http://controlling.erpcorp.com/

• September 12-15, 2016 in San Diego

• Thomas is presenting sessions on:

– What every SAP Controlling professional needs to 

know when it comes to your career, training, and 

salary

– Top 10 best practices for year-end closing in PS 

and AA

• Use discount code AssetsWebinar for $100 off 

of registration through May 31, 2016
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Q&A

• Comments & Questions

• How to contact me:

Thomas Michael at 

tmichael@michaelmanagement.com

mailto:tmichael@michaelmanagement.com

