
Order CARCHARHINIFORMES

False Catsharks

Family PSEUDOTRIAKIDAE
Gill 1893 

Gollum
Compagno 1973

named for the antihero of Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings” trilogy, to 
which G. attenuatus “bears some resemblance in form and habits”

Gollum attenuatus (Garrick 1954) Latin for drawn out or tapered, refer-
ring to its “attenuate, almost anguilliform as though emaciated” shape

Gollum suluensis Last & Gaudiano 2011 -ensis, Latin suffix denoting 
place: Sulu Sea, Philippines, type locality

Planonasus 
Weigmann, Stehmann & Thiel 2013

planus (L.), flat; nasus (L.), nose, referring to its soft, flat snout

Planonasus indicus Ebert, Akhilesh & Weigmann 2018 -icus (L.), belong-
ing to: India, referring to type locality off India in northern Indian Ocean

Planonasus parini Weigmann, Stehmann & Thiel 2013 in honor of the 
late Nikolai Vasil’evich Parin (1932–2012), P. P. Shirov Institute of Ocean-
ology, Russian Academy of Sciences, ichthyologist and chief scientist of 
the “memorable” cruise 17 of the research vessel Vityaz in 1988/89, 
during which holotype was collected

Pseudotriakis 
de Brito Capello 1868

pseudo-, from pseúdēs (Gr. ψεύδης), false, i.e., although this genus may 
superficially resemble Triakis (Triakidae), such an appearance is false

Pseudotriakis microdon de Brito Capello 1868 micro-, from mikrós (Gr. 
μικρός), small; odon, Latinized and grammatically adjusted from the 
Greek nominative ὀδούς (odoús), tooth, referring to numerous small 
teeth (>200 rows in each jaw)
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Pseudotriakis microdon. From: de Brito Capello, F. 1868. Descripção de dois peixes novos provenientes dos maresde Portugal. Jornal do Sciências Mathemáticas, Physicas e Naturaes, Lisboa 1 (4): 314–317, Pl. 5.

Gollum attenuatus, holotype, male, 932 mm TL. Garrick, J. A. F. 1954. Studies on New Zealand 
Elasmobranchii. Part III. A new species of Triakis (Selachii) from New Zealand. Transactions of 
the Royal Society of New Zealand 82 (3): 695–702. 

Planonasus parini, holotype, female, 516 mm TL, head in lateral view. From: Weigmann, S., M. F. 
W. Stehmann and R. Thiel. 2013. Planonasus parini n. g. and n. sp., a new genus and species of 
false cat sharks (Carchariniformes, Pseudotriakidae) from the deep northwestern Indian Ocean 
off Socotra Islands. Zootaxa 3609 (2): 163–181. 
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