
  
 

  

News & Views 
Saline County 

          4-H Member Goal Setting = 4-H Member Success      
                   “A goal without a plan is just a wish.” - Antoine de  
                 Saint-Exupery.   
                   Achieving goals is satisfying and builds confidence. By  
              setting goals and being accountable at the end of each 4-H  
               year, you can realistically know what to expect from  
             yourself and what you can achieve. 
            1. Set small goals - write them down 
            2. Set a timeline for achieving each goal  
            3. Make a plan for how you will meet your goals 
            4. Schedule a time when you will work on your plan/goals 
            5. Decide on milestones toward meeting your goals.  
            6. Periodically review your progress to hold your self  
                 accountable.  
            7. Celebrate when you achieve your goals or reflect on why     
                 not. 
  Example goals: I want to learn how to keep my market lambs              

             healthy; learn the body parts of my rabbit; learn how to make pies;              
           learn to use the features of my sewing machine; how to properly use             
           your digital camera; add to my 4-H Career Portfolio each month;  
          take time to read the Newsletter & emails; or make an effort to    
         meet all deadlines as required.   
      

       Diamond Clover Program 
          The Nebraska 4-H Diamond Clover program encourages 4-H youth to  
       engage in a variety of projects and activities that will enable members         
       to acquire the life skills necessary to lead successful lives as a          
      competent, caring, and contributing citizen. The Diamond Clover        
      Program is designed for all ages of 4-H members.  
         The program consists of six levels that require a 4-H member to plan        
      and report a broad range of age-appropriate accomplishments. The       
      program is designed to enable every 4-H member willing to put forth the  
      effort an opportunity to be recognized, regardless of how they are        
      involved in 4-H. More information at: https://4h.unl.edu/diamond-clover 
  

     County Fair Broiler Orders 
        We are offering the county fair Broiler project with all chicks being  
      from the same batch.  
         This year the chicks are approximately $1.25 each. We recommend        
      ordering at least 10-15 per member. 
          Order your chicks by May 5th at the Extension Office. Pick-up will        
       be at Crete Lumber & Farm Supply on June 7th.  
 

       Mark your calendars for Thursday, June 7, 14, & 21 
           Plans are being made for 4-H Clover Days. We are currently planning  
        educational workshops and fun projects.  
        Workshops will be one day a week. We hope  
        this will allow more flexibility with families for  
         scheduling purposes.  
              Watch for details in future issues of News &            
          Views, 4-H website, Facebook and in the mail  
           in  the next few weeks. 
 

             2018 FAIRBOOK IS NOW ONLINE!  
                 You can now view the 2018 Saline County Fairbook online   
               on the Saline County Fair tab on the 4-H page. 
               We hope to have printed copies available in the very near future. 
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 State 4-H Camp Discounts    
   The summer of 2018 is fast approaching 
and no summer is complete without a 
Nebraska 4-H camp experience.  
  Camps are open to youth between the 
ages of 5 and 18.    
  Descriptions can be found at: 
https://4h.unl.edu/camps or stop by the 
office for a brochure. Nebraska State 4-H 
camps are offered at these locations: 
Halsey and Gretna with more than 40 day 
and overnight camping programs and 
trips.  
    Whether your child’s interest is in 
animals, arts, nature and outdoor skills, 
science, tubing and 
kayaking, or just plain 
adventure, 4-H camps 
provide opportunities 
for all youth and  
interests.     
    You can save 10% on camp registration 
fees if you register for camp before April 
15, 2018.  
    You received a letter and camp 
brochure in the mail from our office if you 
have a camp scholarship.  
 

Camp Scholarships From 4-H Council 
   The 4-H Council is offering extra 
scholarship money to those who did not 
apply for camp scholarships.   
   If you are interested in attending 
summer camp, amounts of $25 (Camp 
Renegade), $50 (ages 8-10) and (ages 11 & 
older); $100 for Big Red Camps are 
available.  
   Funds are limited from 4-H Council - 
First Come-First Served until May 1 or 
funds are depleted. Please call our office 
to inquire about receiving one of these 
scholarships.  
    NOTE: Call our office for camp 
registration procedures before you begin 
your online registration process. 
 
2018 Washington, D.C. Trip Meeting 
    We will hold our last meeting before 
the June trip on 
Sunday, April 29th at 
4 p.m. at the 
Community Center in 
DeWitt.  
    Please make every 
effort to attend as 
there will be lots of 
information handed 
out.  
 
 
  
 



New 4-H Foods & Food Preservation Manuals   
  The foods and nutrition projects will be switching 
curriculums! New this year will be 4-H Cooking 101, 
201, 301 and 401. Six Easy Bites, Tasty Tidbits, You're 

the Chef, Foodworks, and Fast Foods 
will no longer be offered. We will also 
be adding Home Food Preservation 
manuals for Freezing, Drying, Boiling 

Water Canning, and Pressure Canning. Many of the fair 
projects will stay the same but look forward to some 
new  add i t i o n s .  Mo re  i n f o rma t i on  a t : 
https://go.unl.edu/2018foodsmanuals. Stay tuned for 
more . . . 
 

Market Sheep/Meat Goat Tag/ID Day 
    We are offering a tagging day on Thursday, May 31 
2018, 4-7 p.m. at the fairgrounds in Crete for all 
market lambs/market meat goats to be eligible for the 
Rate of Gain contests. It is no longer mandatory that 
Extension staff complete the tagging and DNA. 
   Market sheep and goats exhibited at State Fair or Ak-
Sar-Ben need to be nominated with a 
DNA sample and EID tag (4-H and 
FFA use the same EID tag). DNA 
samples will be taken this day or 
you may pull your own sample if 
you do not wish to be included in 
the Rate of Gain contests. Cost of the DNA is $6.00 per 
animal. County Fair Ear tags will cost $1.00 and EID 
tags will cost $2. If completing your own DNA 
envelopes, these MUST be at the Extension Office no 
later than JUNE 15th with online nomination complete 
by midnight, June 15th using www.showstockmgr.com.  
 

NEW MANDATORY Market Swine Tag/ID Day 
    New in 2018, the official ID will be EID tags for all 
market swine for County Fair, State 
Fair & Ak-Sar-Ben.  Ear notches may 
be recorded as an additional form of 
ID but will not serve as the official 
form of identification. Based on 
decisions made at the Fall Livestock Advisory Meetings, 
all swine exhibitors will need to bring their swine to the 

tagging day Thursday, May 31 2018, 4
-7 p.m. at the fairgrounds in Crete for 
staff to verify tagging. Families will tag 
their own swine to avoid disease with 

staff verifying. If you cannot attend, you will need to 
set up a time with Eric or Randy to bring your pigs to 
the Extension Office to verify tagging by June 8th. All 
tagging must be witnessed by Extension staff. Lottery 
Pigs will NOT need to come to the tagging day. 
   Market swine to be exhibited at State Fair or Ak-Sar-
Ben need to be nominated with a DNA sample and EID 
tag  (4-H and FFA use the same EID tag). DNA samples 
will be taken this day or you may pull your own sample. 
The DNA is $6.00 per animal. EID tags will cost $2. If 
completing your own DNA envelopes, these MUST be at 
the Extension Office no later than JUNE 15th with 
online nomination complete by midnight, June 15th 
using www.showstockmgr.com. Late DNA samples will 
not be accepted and are not eligible for State Fair or 
Ak-Sar-Ben competition. 

* Fair Book Animal Class Changes * 
    
   Based on recommendations of those in attendance at 
the Livestock Advisory Committee meetings the 
following changes will be implemented for 2018. 

 
                       BEEF: 
 
ADDED:    Maintainer Breeding Heifer Classes 
                Shorthorn Breeding Heifer Classes - Does not  
                include Shorthorn Plus 
   

                All registered breeding heifers - Registration  
                papers will need to meet specific breed  
                percentages as listed in the fairbook.  
                The percentages are the same as State Fair  
                requires to show in a breed class. 
    

DELETED: Pen of 3 breeding beef, Pen of 3 market  
                beef and Pen of 3 feeder calves. 
__________________________________________ 
 

                               GOAT:     
 
IDENTIFICATION: Scrapie Tags for Market & Breeding 
 

ADDED:     Lottery Goat if interest warrants 
 

DELETED:  Mother-Offspring Class 
 

Tagging and weigh day is STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.  
__________________________________________ 
 

                               SHEEP:    
 
IDENTIFICATION: Scrapie Tags for Market & Breeding 
 

DELETED: Pen of 2 breeding lambs &  
                Pen of 2 Market Lambs 
 

Tagging and weigh day is STRONGLY ENCOURAGED.  
 
__________________________________________ 
 

                         SWINE:    
 
IDENTIFICATION: Official Identification is EID tags   
                            instead of notches.  
 

All swine will be tagged at a tagging day or come by 
the office for verification of tagging.   
 
Paylean use allowed, but does limit our marketing 
options. 
__________________________________________ 
 

                             HORSE:  
 
CHANGE:  Name change—Ranch Horse Pleasure will  
                now be titled Ranch Riding.  
                This is a pattern class.  
 

ADDED:    High Point Pony 
 
__________________________________________ 
                               

                              POULTRY:  
 
ADDED:     Egg Class  
 



   

Premise ID Requirements for 2018 
  Exhibitors of 4-H and FFA market beef, goats, sheep, 
and swine that carry an EID tag will be required to 
submit a Premise ID number obtained through the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture at 
no cost to the exhibitor. Exhibitors 
will not be allowed to exhibit at the 
Nebraska State Fair without a Premise 
ID being  supplied to the Extension 
Office.          
   The Premise ID should be obtained for the physical 
location of where the animals are located and housed. 
If the animals are housed in multiple locations, a 
Premise ID must be obtained for each location.                                    
    The same Premise ID(s) will apply to more than one 
youth if there are multiple exhibitors housing livestock 
at the same location. No need to apply for a Premise 
ID for each youth family member.   
    If you received a Premise ID previously, you can 
verify a Premise ID by calling 402-471-2351.  
What you need to do:   
    • Please read the  “Steps For Obtaining Premise ID”    

to apply for a Premise ID: https://go.unl.edu/premiseidsteps 
    • Send a copy of the letter you receive from the  

 Department of Agriculture containing your   
 Premise ID to our office by May 1.   

   •  If you do not have access to your letter but know    
 your Premise ID number(s) please complete the  
 form found  at: https://go.unl.edu/premiseidform  

       and return to our office by May 1st. 
 

NEW PROCEDURES FOR NOMINATING MARKET 
AND BREEDING ANIMALS FOR STATE FAIR AND 

AK-SAR-BEN IN 2018 
        Family Responsibilities: FAMILY MUST NOW     
    COMPLETE NOMINATION & PAY FOR DNA ONLINE 
1.   Exhibitors showing market animals at State Fair or  
      AKSARBEN must have a signed and sealed official   
      DNA hair samples for verification turned into  
      our office by deadlines (Apr. 15 Mkt Beef;  
      June 15 Mkt sheep, goats, and swine).  
      NEW: complete online nominations using the  
      (www.showstockmgr.com) site along with  
      submitting payment for DNA    
      online by the deadline listed in  
      the table in this issue.  
2. Any animal carrying an 840 EID 

tag will require the exhibitor to 
obtain a Premises ID and on file at Ext. Office by 
May 1. Details in above article. 

3. Exhibitors showing breeding beef, breeding sheep 
and breeding does at State Fair or AKSARBEN will 
need to complete an online nomination 
(www.showstockmgr.com) by the June 15 
deadline. There is no nomination fee for breeding 
animals for State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben. 

4. Bring breed registration papers to check-in for 
breed class verification. 

 
 

Youth for Quality Care of Animals Certification 
   All youth ages 8-18 and FFA exhibitors MUST complete 
Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) 
certification by June 15th to be eligible to exhibit beef, 
sheep, goats, swine, rabbits, and poultry at the County 
Fair, State Fair, & Ak-Sar-Ben.   
   Youth have three options this year: the online course,  
Face to Face training or test out (Intermediate & Senior 
age youth ONLY).  
    Intermediate (ages 11-14)  and Senior (ages 15-18 or 
older (FFA)) age youth can also take the written test to 
test out. We 
recommend you 
study before coming 
in to test. Practice 
tests are available 
on the current LQA site. Please call before coming in to 
test.  
    The website to sign up for a Face to Face training or 
to complete the online course can be found at:  
https://yqca.learngrow.io. You will need to know your 
4HOnline enrollment username/email and password. 
   Instructions for completing either option can be found 
at: https://go.unl.edu/yqcahelpandinstructions; scroll 
down to Youth For the Quality Care of Animals.         
    A list of Face to Face classes in surrounding counties is 
available at: https://go.unl.edu/yqcaf2ftraining 
    You will receive a certificate of completion for either 
method. (Print the certificates and we will give you 
credit when you bring them in.)  CREDIT IS NOT GIVEN 
UNTIL WE HAVE THE CERTIFICATE! No certificate = no 
certification! The certificate is our record of your 
completion.    
 

* 4-H Horse News * 
 
Horse Levels Testing 
    Now would be a great time to begin working on your 
first advancement level or your next level. Written tests, 
club demonstrations, written reports, feed charts, and 
health care papers can all be done now so as Spring 
approaches you can complete your riding skills tests. 
    In order to compete at the county fair, 4-H’ers must 
have completed level 1. District and state horse show 
participants must pass level 2 or higher for some events 
prior to submitting entries.  Riding tests can only be 
administered by a certified examiner. Advancement 
levels information can be found at: http://4h.unl.edu/
horse/advancement. Call our office if you have any 
questions. 
 

District Horse Show 
   June 14 has been set for the District Horse show in 
York. Youth ages 10 & older as of Jan. 1st are eligible 
providing that they have completed the required levels 
testing. To be eligible, youth must have passed Level 2 
of the Horse Advancement Levels by time of entry.  
   Entries are due to the Extension Office by May 11th.  
  
 
 
 

* 4-H Livestock News * 

http://www.showstockmgr.com
http://www.showstockmgr.com


 

 

 



2018 Saline County 4-H Calendar 

 

April  

Friday 13 Dip Mix/Cookie Dough Delivery Extension Office  
4-5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday 15 
Market Beef ID Deadline for State Fair/

Ak-Sar-Ben - www.showstockmgr.com  

Extension Office 
Nominations online for S.F. or 

Ak-Sar-Ben 

5 p.m. (County Fair) 
Midnight (SF & Ak) Online  

Nomination 

Sunday 15 State 4-H Camp Early Bird Registration Online Last day for discount 

Friday 27 Office Closed - Holiday 
Arbor Day 

 
 

May 

Tuesday 1 Camp Renegade Counselor Apps Due Extension Office 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 1 
Last Day to ask for a 4-H Co. Camp 

Scholarship 
Extension Office 5 p.m. 

Friday 11 
District and State Horse Show Entries  

& ID’s Due 
Extension Office 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 22 Camp Renegade Counselor Training 
Jefferson County  

Fairgrounds 
6 p.m. 

Monday 28 Office Closed - Holiday Memorial Day  

Thursday 31 
MANDATORY Market Goat, Sheep & 

Swine Tagging Day 
Crete, Fairgrounds 4-7 p.m. 

June 

Friday 1 
Online County Fair Entry  

Website Opens 
Online Tentative date 

Friday 1 Horse ID’s Due Extension Office 
5 p.m. 

 

Thursday 7, 14, & 21 4-H Clover Days TBA 
TBA 

 

Saturday 9 Saline Co. Sheep & Goat Progress Show Crete, Fairgrounds 
 

 

Sat, June 2-Tues. 

June 12 
2-12 

Gage-Jefferson-Saline Washington, 

 D.C. Trip 
  

Thursday 14 District Horse Show York, NE TBA 

Friday 15 

Livestock, Poultry & Rabbit ID’s Due 

& DNA For State Fair/Ak-Sar-Ben 

www.showstockmgr.com  

Extension Office 

Nominations online for S.F. or 

Ak-Sar-Ben 

5 p.m. (County Fair) 

Midnight (SF & Ak) 

Online Nomination 

Friday 15 
Quality Assurance MUST be complete 

https://yqca.learngrow.io   
Extension Office 5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Wed. 19-20 Camp Renegade Camp Jefferson, Fairbury 
9:30-10:15 a.m. arrival (19th)  

3:30-4 p.m. depart (20th) 

Tuesday 26 
County Fair Entries Submitted on  

paper 
Extension Office 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 26 County Fair Entries Submitted ONLINE Online 12 p.m. - Midnight 



2018 Saline County 4-H Calendar 

July  

Wednesday 4 Office Closed - Holiday 4th of July  

Sunday-Thursday 15-19 State 4-H Horse Show Fonner Park, Grand Island  

Tuesday 10 Pre-Fair Clean Up Tuxedo Park, Crete 6 p.m. 

Saturday  14 The River Run Tuxedo Park, Crete TBA 

Monday 16 Junior Trapshoot & Open Trapshoot 
Izaak Walton Cabin 

Tuxedo Park, Crete 
6 p.m. 

Tuesday-Sunday 17-22 Saline County Fair Tuxedo Park, Crete  

Tuesday 17 4-H & FFA Static Entry Day Exh. Building, Crete 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

August 

Friday 10 State Fair Animal Entries Due Online 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 21 State Fair Static Exhibits Due Extension Office 4 p.m. 

Friday-Thursday 24-Sept. 3 Nebraska State Fair Fonner Park, Grand Island  

Friday 31 Ak-Sar-Ben Entries Due Online Time to be announced 

September-October 

Saturday-Monday 1-3 Nebraska State Fair Grand Island  

Monday 3 Office Closed - Holiday Labor Day  

Friday-Saturday 21-22 Ak-Sar-Ben Horse Show Grand Island  

Friday-Saturday 28-29 Ak-Sar-Ben Stock Show Grand Island  

Events & Times Subject to Change 

Save Your 1-Liter & 2-Liter Bottles 
   We are in need of 1-liter or 2-liter bottles for one of our April 4-H Afterschool Clover Kids meetings.  Please 
save your bottles for us and bring them to the Extension Office. Lids not required.   
 

Summer Time Petting Zoo 
  Tuesday, June 26 in the afternoon. While this is a long way ahead, Eric would like to gather those that might be 
interested in helping and what specie you want to share.  
   We have a great bunch of 4-Her’s that have animals to share, so get your name on the list and you will receive more 
information in May.  
 

LATE FEE POLICY REMINDER 
   As we move closer to county fair we wanted to remind you of the “Late Fee” policy. Deadlines are set to allow our 
office time to process and send in your animal identifications, fair entries, etc. so you meet the required deadline. 
Prompt and accurate fair entries are needed to allow us time to generate reports, show programs, entry cards, etc. All 
of these take a lot of time or need to be reprocessed/formatted for late entries. 

   The 4-H Council late fee policy is $10 per member for those late with Identification paperwork, and 
county fair entries. Identification forms and or entries may be submitted up to 5 days past the specified 
deadline (County Fair only) and late fee will apply. ID PAPERWORK AND COUNTY FAIR ENTRIES WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS 5 DAY PERIOD! If you are late with State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben animal 
nominations or entries you are ineligible.  

 

Congratulations Are In Order 
    Abbey Vales, DeWitt, has been selected to attend the 2018 National 4-H Congress in Atlanta, GA this coming 
November with her Career Portfolio submission in the Animal Science curriculum area. To learn more about applying for 
National 4-H Congress, visit with Eric. Youth must be at least 14 years of age to apply.  





   Market animals: 4-H & FFA will be using EID tags and DNA for all market beef and market swine exhibited at the 
State Fair and Ak-Sar-Ben. NEW-County Fair Market Swine will use EID tags as the official identification method. Ear 
notches may be recorded but WILL NOT serve as the primary identification method. The cost of 
the EID tag will be $2 per tag. The cost of DNA samples will be $6 per DNA sample paid online. 
You will need to pick up the DNA sample envelopes and tags from our office. DNA MUST be 
returned by April 15 (Mkt. Beef) and June 15 for all other market animals. 
   Breeding animals: Animals exhibited at the County Fair, State Fair and/or Ak-Sar-Ben will 
need to have a Breeding nomination card completed and on file at the Extension Office by June 
15th. Breeding heifers will require a tattoo (4-H & FFA).  
   NEW—Market & Breeding sheep and goats will use a Scrapie tag as the official identification method for 
commercial animals. Purebred breeding sheep & goats will need a Scrapie tag & number matching registration papers 
(herd tag or tattoo).  
   Please refer to the chart below and at this link: https://go.unl.edu/animalidentificationanddeadlines   
   More information and form of animal identification can be found at: https://go.unl.edu/animalidentification2018 
   Youth will have until Aug. 10 (State Fair online entry deadline) to declare if a particular animal will show as 4-H or 
FFA. However, once you declare an organization at State Fair, you may not switch the organization for Ak-Sar-Ben  
(4-H show only). 
   NEW- ALL MARKET & BREEDING ANIMALS TO BE EXHIBITED AT THE STATE FAIR OR AK-SAR-BEN: FAMILY IS 
RESPONSIBLE TO GO ONLINE AND ENTER INFORMATION FOR ELIGIBILITY at STATE FAIR OR AKSARBEN 
(Market Beef deadline is April 15 and other species are June 15 absolute deadline) @ 
www.showstockmgr.com  

Livestock Identification For 2018   
Read carefully as there are changes!                                

Don’t wait until the last minute to make your animal identifications. Will animals be shown at 
County Fair only, State Fair or Ak-Sar-Ben?  Identification documents are different for State 

Fair/Ak-Sar-Ben so you will need to know BEFORE you come to the office to get tags.  



No inventory is kept on hand for re-sale.  

You MUST pre-order by May 15th. Please 

check what you have at home; do you need 

another shirt or have you outgrown  

the one you have?  
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Dates to Remember 
 

April 13  
Dip Mix/Cookie Dough Delivery 

 
April 15  

State 4-H Camp Early Bird Discount 
 

April 15 
Market Beef Nomination Deadline 

 
April 27 

Holiday, Office Closed 
 

May 1 
Camp Renegade Counselor Apps Due 

 
May 1 

Last day to ask for 4-H Council  
Camp Scholarship 

 

            July 17-22 

                            Theme:  
Red, White & Blue - 
This Fair’s For You!  


