FEZANA

URNAL

Mah Mehr-Avan-Adar 1377 (Fasli) [ ] Mah Ardebehest-Khordad-Tir 1378 AY (Shenshai) ( Mah Khordad-Tir-Amardad 1378 AY (Kadmi)

VOL. 22, NO. 3 FALL/SEPTEMBER 2008

PAIZ 1377 AY 3746 ZRE

KATRAK BANDSTAND, GLIFTON
PHOTO BY KHUDABUX ABRO

~___RIso Inside:

= §

H 2008 FEZANA AGM

= in Weslminster,_ CA

"\ NextGenNow 2008
Conference

L 10th Anniversary
Celebrations in Houston

A Trlbute to
Gen Sam Manekshaw

-
\

g Sy ' == ool L !
PUBLICATION OF THE FEDERATION 0F ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA



Editor in Chief: Dolly Dastoor
dollydastoor@sympatico.ca
Technical Assistan: Coomi Gazdar

Consultant Editor: Lylah M. Alphonse,
Imalphonse@gmail.com

Graphic & Layout: Shahrokh Khanizadeh,
www.khanizadeh.info

Cover design: Feroza Fitch,
ferozafitch@lexicongraphics.com

Publications Chair: Behram Pastakia
Columnists:
Hoshang Shroff:: dunbarho@axionet.com
Shazneen Rabadi Gandhi :
rabadis@hotmail.com
Fereshteh Khatibi:: bano33@aol.com
Behram Panthaki::behrampanthaki@hotmail.com
Behram Pastakia: bpastakia@aol.com
Mahrukh Motafram: mmotafram@msn.com
Nikan Khatibi: nikan2@aol.com
Copy editors: R Mehta, V Canteenwalla

Subscription Managers:

Kershaw Khumbatta :
journalsubscription@yahoo.com
Arnavaz Sethna:  asethna@comcast.net

wmm%
TRAVEL BETWEEN THE POLES

Guest Editors Dinyar Patel and
Jehangir Mehta =

SPRING 2009
UN DECLARATION OF HUMAN

RIGHTS -60th ANNIVERSARY .

Guest Editor : Niaz Kasravi

Photo on cover:

Cover design
Feroza Fitchof
Lexicongraphics
Photo Khodabux
Abro

FEZANA JOURNAL

124 Between the Covers

136 Business

Mah Meher-Avan-Adar 1377 (F)
Mah Ardebehest-Khordad-Tir 1378 AY (Sh)
Mah Khordad-Tir-Amardad

PUBLICATION OF THE FEDERATION OF ZOROASTRIAN
ASSOCIATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA

President Bomi V Patel www.fezana.org

2 Editorial

Dolly Dastoor
3 Message from the President
5 FEZANA Update

6 Financial Report
35 APRU KARACHI 50

56 Renovations of Community Places of
Worship-Andheri Patel Agiary

78 In The News
92 Interfaith /Interalia

99 North American Mobeds’ Council
106 Youthfully Speaking
110 Farsi Section

112 Personal Profile

114 Sunday Story from the
Shahnameh

116 Milestones

1378 AY (K)

Opinions expressed in the FEZANA Journal do not necessarily reflect the
views of FEZANA or members of this publication's editorial board.

Published at Regal Press, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada

FEZANA Journal Vo 22 No 32 ISBN 1068-2376

(USPS 021-495) published quarterly by FEZANA 5750 S. Jackson St Hinsdale Il 60521-5109. Periodical postage rate is paid at Oakbrook,
IL 60523 and at additional mailing offices. Annual subscription $25 (US) ; $25 (Canada); $30 (surface) and $50 (air) for other countries;
details on subscription Form. POSTMASTER: send changes to Fezana Journal, 8787 W. Airport Blvd. Houston, TX 77071

FEZANA JOURNAL — Fall 2008



A word from the Editor

August 31st was a banner day for FEZANA. On
this day FEZANA achieved maturity and established its
roots firmly in the soil of the city and the state where it
was born and nurtured, Chicago, lllinois . The first
office of the Federation was inaugurated, in less than
25 years of the establishment of FEZANA .

In contrast the Bombay Parsi Punchayat which
was established in 1681 had a long and checkered
history of finding a permanent office. Though there are
no written records, Mehli Colah, CEO, BPP mentions
that “in 1700's Trustees used to meet on the lands
where our present Doongerwadi is situated. It is also
said that BPP office was in Wadiaji Atash Behram. But
| could find no written records of the same in any of my
archives”. In 1733 the office was situated in the
Maneckji Seth Agiary located in the Fort but was forced
to move out because of dispute between the
Punchayat and the Seth family, ("Bombay Place
Names and Street Names" by Samuel T. Sheppard
1917 on p.119) It was only in 1849, nearly 200 years
after its establishment that the Punchayat found its
home at the present premises at 209., Dr. D N Road,

The history of FEZANA and the history of the
Zarathushtis in Chicago has been interlinked. Chicago
has been a bedrock for FEZANA and all around N
America we think of Chicago, as being a parent city
that produces visionary institutions which helps us
grow and progress, institutions like FEZANA, World
Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce,(WZCC) the
Zarathushti presence and participation in the World
Parliament of Religions, the first Dare Mehr built from
ground up through sweat and toil of the community.
Chicago, is the home of the father of ALL visionaries
Rohinton Rivetna, ably supported by Roshan Rivetna
his wife, his daughter Zenobia and sons Jamshed and
Cyrus together with their families. And as Adurbad |
Maraspandan said in the 4th Century CE “for as long
as a man’s father and mother live, he is like a lion in
the jungle that has no fear of anyone at all’. And we are
roaring in the jungle and achieving heights and
providing a role model to other Zarathushti
communities in the diaspora because of you Chicago.

On August 31st we also gave tribute to each
FEZANA president who has taken the Federation a
step higher on the ladder to establish the identity of
the North American Zarathushti. Rivetna sowed the
seed and nurtured the Federation from 1987 to 1994,

Dolly Dastoor

Dastoor from 1994 -1998
gave the Federation the first
10 year Strategic Plan laying
the foundation for planned
directional  growth, and
brought the World Congress
to the North American
shores, Patel Framroze
presided over the Federation from 1998-2002 during
the turbulent times of the 7th World Zoroastrian
Congress in Houston, and appointed the “World Body
Working Group”. Mehta, 2002-2006 saw the demise of
the open-minded 120/ WZOIl/ WZOF world body and
the creation and consolidation of Multitude of Funds to
help Zarathushtis for education, religious preservation
and research, medical emergencies, and general
welfare. Establishing the office at 8615 Meadowbrook
Drive is the step President Kevala, 2006-2008, helped
us to take in strengthening our North American identity.
And we thank him for this vision and perseverance to
make that vision a reality. Patel Bomi 2008- will nhow
lead us to spread our roots further and deeper.

However we must not lose sight that this
Federation has been built on the hard work and sweat
of many many volunteers who believed in a dream of
building a Zarathushti community without borders
across this continent. And we must continue to harness
that volunteer human spirit resource to continue
building our community. A “brick and mortar office” is a
defining point in our collective history on this continent
but it is not a substitute for that resource. It will
however enhance and strengthen that priceless
resource. We must not let the office define the
direction for the volunteers but the volunteers must
define the office.

My hope and prayer is that from this single room
FEZANA office will grow branches in each of our
member associations to support them and help them
grow. Atha jamyat yatha afrinami
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A Message from FEZANA President

| am truly honored by the trust you have placed in
me by electing me as the sixth President of FEZANA. |
appreciate the support and the overwhelming good
wishes that | have received from you and from the world
Zarathushti leaders. Your support and good wishes
enhance my strength to serve as the President and | will
do my best to live up to your expectations.

As president of FEZANA from 2005 to 2007, Dr.
Rustom Kevala has rendered selfless service to the
FEZANA cause and | take this opportunity to thank him
for his leadership and guidance.

| congratulate the President and members of
ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN
(ZAOM) for joining FEZANA and becoming the 27th
Member Association.

As this is my first message as President, | would like
to briefly present to you my vision/mission as to what |
would like FEZANA to be doing in the next few years, |
will mention the three most important targets that we
shall be aiming at:

e Build a Unified North American Zarathushti
Community

*  Empower the Youth — “Our Youth is our Future”
» Reuvisit the Strategic Plan — Goals and Achievements

To build a unified community, it is necessary for
member associations to voice their opinions, thoughts or
concerns to FEZANA Executive so that we can work
collectively on mutually supportive objectives .Your
President and the Executive will always listen,
understand, accommodate and address the needs and
issues of every member.

For now, | am requesting all member associations,
and corresponding members to contribute at least one
thought or opinion that they would like to see as part of
the FEZANA agenda.

| have appointed committee Chairs and Co-chairs
with a mix of Zarathushtis from all over North America. |
am confident all committees are chaired by experienced
individuals from different walks of life. Be assured that all
committees will be working independently, with least
interference from the Executive. At the same time all
Chairs will be responsible for performing as per their
TOR (Terms of Reference) . It is expected that all chairs
will provide (every 3-4 months) regular feedback to the
Executive and the community of their activities and
progress.

In this age of internet, it has become crucial and
easier for worldwide federations to communicate and
join forces to become a united community.
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To maintain
contact and a
harmonious
relationship with all
communities, an
adhoc committee for
External Affairs has
been formed. This
committee will work with the FEZANA Executive and
other global Zarathushti organizations to spread greater
awareness about our North American community by
participating and contributing towards community
building issues.

FEZANA has been working with NAMC and WZCC
since their inception. | look forward to continue working
closely with WZO, ZTFE, FPZAI NAMC, WZCC and
other federations.

| strongly believe that our youth hold the key to our
future. Knowing this, it is imperative that we take action
to make sure that our youth are ready when the
opportunity arises. How we treat, guide and embrace our
youth in the present time, will determine how they lead
us into the future. It is time to involve the younger
generation with FEZANA activities and induct them into
the Executive and other committees. | urge the chairs of
all committees to encourage our youth to co-chair with
them, so that they can be mentored and become the
successful leaders of tomorrow.

| have been successful in appointing Ava Afshari,
Carl Irani, Ferzeen Chhapgar, and Dr. Susan Kaboly-
Zadeh, four excellent youth co-chairs from USA and
Canada. | am sure they will spare no effort to lead our
youth to unity and progress and into a new dimension.
Being born and/or brought up in North America, they
have the capability to lead in a unified way as the cultural
differences amongst them would be minimal as
compared to what has been observed or felt by their
elders.

| am in the process of reappointing a committee to
revisit the five and ten year strategic plan to review what
has been achieved, what needs to be modified and map
the next five / ten years plan, based on past successes
and future necessities.

| look forward to receiving your cooperation and will
welcome your ideas for a better FEZANA.

Best Wishes,
Bomd{ Patel



Behram Pastakia, Chair,

Information Receiving and Dissemination
(Publications) Committee.

THE YIN AND YANG OF MOTIVATION

What is it that
motivates us humans to
behave the way we do?
A complex question,
without simple answers,
but worth pondering
over, for it holds the key
to each of us being able
to fulfill our mission on
earth in this short
sojourn of life.

At a very basic level,
there are two forces
which  drive  human
beings to act. The first is
to take care of the
individual’'s own needs for survival: food, shelter, and
clothing. Once these needs are provided for, (and we
shall desist for the moment in articulating the
differences between needs and wants) what elevates
man is to care for “the other”.

How we choose to define “the other” formulates our
world view. If we consider ourselves as part of one
human family, there are no restricting boundaries that
hem us in the actions we take to care for the common
weal. However the reality is that in addition to our
identity as human beings, we have multiple additional
identities. Ethnicities, nationalities, religious affiliations
all come into play and it is for each one of us to find a
comfort zone where we can participate voluntarily in

actions which take care of something larger than
ourselves, in working together to fulfill our mission on
earth.

So what motivates me to write this piece? It is the
privilege to serve our Zarathushti community, and
through it the wider world. | am humbled by the
opportunity offered by our newly elected executive and
FEZANA president, Bomi Patel, to chair the committee
which oversees the gathering and dissemination of
information which can fulfill the Federation’s mission of
creating an enlightened, educated, compassionate,
respectful, prosperous and charitable cadre of
Zarathushtis in North America. Should you find this
formulation a comfort zone of your liking, please
respond with your ideas, your talents, your opinions.
We seek your help.

There is an old adage which says that change is the
only constant in life, and while true, we should still strive
to keep what is valuable from the old. There are always
balancing acts in life. We shall have to balance off the
first motivating force, which Ayn Rand called the virtue
of selfishness, with the second and that is to care
selflessly for the needy as enshrined in our Yatha Ahu
Vairyo prayer. For how can we look after others if we
cannot look after ourselves first? We shall strive to seek
the middle path, and to work together with all as Ahura
Mazda pleases.

Acknowledgement:

| am indebted to insights provided by Mehrdad
Aidun at the NexGenNow conference held on 3rd
August 2008 at the George Mason University, Virginia
and to the web-cast by Bill Gates from the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland in January 2008
in putting these thoughts on paper.

“ALL GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS REQUIRE TIME”

MAYA ANGELOU
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21st FEZANA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - MAY 10-11 2008

The 21st Annual General meeting of FEZANA was
held on May 10th and 11th at the California Zoroastrian
Centre (CZC) in Westminster, California. The CZS
under the leadership of Mr. Sohrab Shahpour
Salamatipour and his Board of Trustees, and Mr.
Ardeshir Baghkhanian and his Board of Directors joining
forces with the Zoroastrian Association of California
under the leadership of Mrs. Vira Santoke and her
committee of executives, hosted this three day event
very successfully. Special thanks to Themi Damania
and her team of volunteers for flawlessly organizing the
transportation. No stones were left unturned from a
welcome pick up at the airport to delicious dinners and
lunches. The entertainment by the community members

Shahriar Shahriari

Meher Amalsad (left),
Photo Dolly Dastoor

(right)
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21 YEARS OF ACHIEVEMENT

big and small was awesome. The weather was the
promised California best!!

(See Religious Teachers Workshop, Lovji Cama, page
16)

Friday evening opened with an innovative and
interactive presentation by Meher Amalsad on
Matrimony of Parsi Money and Irani Money followed by
a poignant presentation by Shahriar Shahriari on
Perspective.

Meher's presentation outlined the perspectives of
the two halves of the Zarathushti community, in which
he highlighted that even when we each have similar
goals and face the same issues, we have different
expectations from each other which hampers the
integrity of their relationship towards each other.
Though both the communities have reached out to each
other there has not been a real handshake....a
hamazori. This has caused an INFUSION OF
CONFUSION among our children. We need to
concentrate on our children, because if the communal
view is not appetizing, they will go somewhere else to
satisfy the landscape of their emotional and spiritual
needs. Our children are not just going into circles but
are entering the wrong circles. We need to share our
time with each other for "time is money". It doesn't
matter whether we are Parsis or Iranis, we are all
Zarathushtis. We will have a matrimony when there is
unity for what we believe in.

Shahriar's presentation focused on the global
issues of hunger, poverty, war, calamities with a strong
message on how we, as Zarathushtis, can reach out to
humanity when we are still worrying about merging the
Parsis and lIranis. It was truly an enlightening
perspective for our community.

During this presentation, Farita Khambatta's song
"The Light" was played and the chorus was displayed
for the audience to sing together in the spirit of unity
within diversity in our community.

President Kevala presented two items for
discussion preparatory to the proposed resolutions
during the AGM

1. SECULAR CALENDAR President Kevala
presented the need of FEZANA adopting a secular
calendar which would neither replace a religious
calendar nor encroach on the autonomy of the
associations, but rather allow us to celebrate our major
festivals like Nourooz, Tirgan, Mehrgan, Yalda and show



our connectedness with the natural cycles with
communal ghambars. The date on which we would
anchor the Zarathushti calendar was also discussed,
whether it should be AZ (ano Zarathushtra); AK (ano
Kurush/ Cyrus) or AY (ano Yazdegard Ill) It was
mentioned that the guidance of the mobeds’ council
(NAMC) would be sought. A letter from Jimmy Dholoo,
member of ZAMWI was read by his son Cyrus, wherein
he passionately proposed the anchor point to be the
birth of Zarathushtra. A lively discussion followed, a
consensus remained  elusive, and it was left
toindividual member associations and small groups to
discuss the pros and cons of a seasonal calendar in
their own local jurisdictions.

2. NORTH AMERICAN CONGRESS GUIDELINES

President Kevala presented guidelines for his
vision for North American Congresses. Since 1975, 14
congresses have been held at two year intervals with
the purposes of meeting fellow Zarathushtis. Since
then various other events have also been taking place
which serve the same purpose. Hence there was a
need to relook at the function of the congress.

In his vision, the mission of a North American
congress should be

1. Review and discuss issues related to the
community, religion, public relations and outreach
to the wider North American Community and to
build a viable infrastructure to sustain and manage
all our activities and religious institutions

2. Provide opportunities for mentoring, nurturing and
cultivating leaders with vision and ability to ensure
the perpetuity of our religion and communal values
in North America.

3. Recognize individuals who have contributed most to
the betterment of our community and the greater
North American community.

4. Meet and make new friends , family members
scattered across the world, and to enjoy communal
meals and entertainment in a spirit of togetherness
(hamazori).

All congresses to be a shared partnership between
the host association and FEZANA with the President of
FEZANA to be the co-chair of the Congress.
Representatives of member associations felt that these
guidelines could be incorporated into the present TORs

of the Congress,.specially as the committee charged
with reworking the TORS felt that these guidelines were

different from the ones the committee had developed.
SATURDAY MORNING

After a warm welcome by Mr. Sohrab Shahpour
Salamatipour (CZC Board of Trustees), Mr Ardeshir
Baghkhanian (CZC Board of Directors), and Vera
Suntoke ( ZAC board) and a benediction by Ervad Soli
Dastur, Ervad Zarir Bhandara and Mobed Behram
Shahzadi, (photo above) the meeting opened with the
establishment of the quorum and approval of the
agenda.

The AGM had 17 of 23 associations attending with
a voting power of 54, and with all the past FEZANA

%

Zenobia Damania, Administrator FEZANA
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presidents: Rohinton Rivetna, Dolly Dastoor, Framroze
Patel and Firdosh Mehta attending. The newly elected
officers, Bomi Patel, President, Katayun Kapadia,
Treasurer and Nahid Dashtaki Asst Secretary from
CZC, were introduced. The post of Vice president will
be vacant. It will be filled after a call for nominations is
sent and elections held electronically. (It was
subsequently filled by the nomination of Mr Rashid

From left past presidents Dastoor, Mehta and out-going

President Kevala Photo Ervad Soli Dastur

Mehin of CZC).Ms Zenobia Damania,
administrator of FEZANA was introduced.

the first

STATE OF FEZANA

President Kevala outlined FEZANA's progress
since its founding 20 years ago. (see President’s
Message, FJ Summer 2008 p 3). He outlined the three
areas where FEZANA has been making progress:

a. building a united Zarathushti community

b. making Zarathushti presence an integral part of
the North American landscape

c. Developing viable infrastructures.

We have made a start in celebrating Naurooz
together in a meaningful way. Mehrgan, Tirgan, Pateti
and Yalda are other celebrations of profound meaning
to Zarathushtis and need to be celebrated together and
a seasonal calendar needs to be developed as well.
The foundation of our future rests with children’s
religious education. And we owe a great debt of
gratitude to the religious education teachers and
mobeds for their time and knowledge. The FEZANA
office is now set up and running in Chicago and the
FEZANA Resource Centre will provide the fuel for
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developing the knowledge base and disseminating
religious information.

President Kevala ended by saying” FEZANA has
served as a unifying force to channel our energies in
North America. We are the product of the environment
we create for ourselves. Where we go from here
depends on our ability to continually define and
redefine our vision, by including clear voices of the next
generation, by paying attention to our changing
demographics and culture and by harnessing the
increasing confidence we feel in managing our future”
He thanked the “countless individuals” who make up
the FEZANA community. A plaque was presented to
President Kevala in recognition of his services by past
presidents Dastoor and Mehta. (photo left)

Treasurer Katayun Kapadia presented the
balance sheet of income and expenses for the period
January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007 prepared
on a cash basis, showing a healthy increase in net
assets. She also gave a detailed outline of
Investments, managed by Integrity Investment Advisors
Inc.

INFRASTRUCTURE WORKING GROUP (IWG)

Shahrokh Mehta, chair of the Infrastructure
Working Group had presented a report on behalf of the
group (Shahrokh Mehta, Bella Tata) the findings and
recommendations on 1: FEZANA office —space, needs,
location and staffing and 2: explore the feasibility of a
FEZANA Resource Centre (FRC). (Report previously
circulated.)

The FEZANA office is now established with a staff
member (Ms Zenobia Damania) located on the
premises of the Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan
Chicago

Nine associations responded to the call for housing
the Resource Centre, and based on the responses
received the IWG team recommended the ZAH library
located at the Heritage and Cultural Centre in Houston
be given the first opportunity to host the FEZANA
Resource Centre. The library had the necessary
infrastructure already in place. The IWG recommended
a budget of $10.000, as initial start-up costs for the
creation of the FRC.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
(Chair Dolly Dastoor Ph.D)

28 applications had been received and Fiona
Petigara (BC) was named the FEZANA scholar



receiving The Mehraban and Morvorid Kheradi
Endowment Scholarship of $5000, Katayoun Salamati
received the FEZANA 20th Anniversary Endowment
Scholarship of $3000 and Farhad Jamshidi received the
Banoobai and Maneckshaw Endowment Scholarship of
$1000. 3 graduate and 3 undergraduate students
received scholarships of $2000.each. A budget of
$22,000 was approved for 2008-09. with the 20th
anniversary scholarship to be increased to $4000 and
the six FEZANA scholarships to be increased to $3000
each.

PERFORMING AND CREATIVE ARTS
SCHOLARSHIP ( Co-Chair, Sherazade Mehta)

Five scholarships were awarded to Navaz
Jasavala, Danny Setna, Khushnum Sadry, Zarina
Kotwal and Meher Pavri. A budget of $5000 was
approved for 2008-09

EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIP AND CONFERENCE
(ESC) (Chair, Lovji Cama, Ph.D)

In 2007-08 Rastin Mehri the only candidate was
awarded the scholarship with an annual amount of
$1,500 for three years. Rastin will be working with Dr
Almut Hintze for his Ph.D at the School of Oriental and
African Studies.

Two Khorshed Jungalwala lectures were delivered
in 2007 (Prof Irani) and 2008 (Dr Almut Hintze). Two
religious Education Teachers Workshops were
conducted in April and June 2007.( see report on page
16 for the workshop at the AGM 08)

A new website www.Zoreled.org has been created
for teachers to share their teaching materials. Age
appropriate materials are contributed by ZAGNY, the
KZBM Sunday School for Little Zarathuhstis, Karachi,
and ZAC teacher Annahita Jasavala. A google group
Zoroastrian-Teachers@googlegroups.com has been
created to facilitate communication between teachers
and the ESC Committee. At present there are 51
members.

AWARDS (Chair, Framroz Patel)

Life Time Achievement Award. The Awards
Committee recommended that this award be part of the
Awards Committee portfolio. And the members asked
them to prepare the Terms of Reference.

Naming of Trophies that accompany the Awards.
The names of the trophy donors will be announced

during the awards ceremony and written information will
also be provided in the awards brochure. The awards
and trophies are not necessarily donated by the same
people.

Call for nominations —Publicity and Advertising. An
electronic filing mechanism needs to be developed
together with a web site section where past award
winners be featured and the award process available to
the genera public. Each association to have a
“FEZANA AWARD” Representative to promote the
awards in their own local community.

CENSUS AND SURVEY/DIRECTORY
(Chair, Aban Bhot)

The directory is in access database, with
information on 8000 families viz name, address, tel #,
e.mail address etc). who have given the information
voluntarily. Updates are done when received.
Information is needed from more individuals to make the
directory useful. All information should be sent to
abanbhot1@msn.com

FUNDS AND FINANCE (Chair, Jerry Kheradi, MD)

FEZANA accounts did very well thanks to the astute
management of Mr Kawasji Dadachanji and Mr Zubin
Bomanshaw of Integrity Investment Advisors.(They
made a Lunch presentation to member associations on
Sunday) The 20th Anniversary Infrastructure Fund
received a donation of $50,000 as a down payment for
a matching campaign for the Infrastructure fund from
Yasmin and William Cumming. $61,000 was received in
response to hundreds of letters sent out. $20,000 was
also received from Farangis, Homayon, and Iran
Zardoshty towards the Infrastructure fund in memory of
their sister Paridokht Zardoshty and their parents

Mehrbanoo and Faridoon Zardoshty, In addition
$10,000 was also received from them for the Religious
Education Fund. The Beach Cigar Group Inc of Miami
were also thanked for the generous donation of $20,800
towards the Welfare Fund.

INTERFAITH ACTIVITIES
(Chairs Homi Gandhi and Behram Pastakia, MD)

The role of this committee is to facilitate local
associations, groups and families and individuals to
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participate in interfaith activities which are on-going
throughout the year.

Highlights The Naurooz celebrations were coordinated
throughout North America, with more associations
participating. New avenues were opened with San Jose
joining in organizing the Naurooz Persian Parade, (see
photomontage in FJ summer 2008).

Maneck Bhujwala attended the Interfaith Academy
held at St Paul’'s School of Theology in Kansas City,
Missouri, June 13-27 2007

On June 26, 2007, five adolescents from ZAGNY
attended “Teenage Interfaith Diversity Education
(TIDE) wave of Change Conference” in Cambridge ,
MA.. It was an eye-opening experience.

Rumy Mohta, of Virginia participated in the 2007
Interfaith Conference of NA Interfaith Network (NAIN)
on July 12-16 2007 It was a confrence of 65 interfaith
organization of US, Canada and Mexico.

At the invitation of the Vice-Chancellor, of Vidyapeth,
the University founded by Mahatma Gandhi, Behram
Pastakia attended the lecture and interactive
presentation by Dalai Lama in January 2008 in India.

Ervad Behram and Zenobia Panthaki represented
the Zoroastrian community during the visit of His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to the US in April 2008

Fereydoon Keshavarz and Farzad Aidun taught a
class of World Religions and Ethics at the Wesley
Seminary in Washington DC in April 2008 with leaders
of Bahai, Jain and Christian faiths.

UN/NGO COMMITTEE
(Co-Chairs, Behram Pastakia and Homi Gandhi)

Highlights September 6, 2007 the Annual DPI/NGO
conference “Faith Responses to Climate Change”
attended by 5 representatives (FJ Winter 2007, pages
66-68)

Behram Pastakia participated in High Level Dialogue
at UN Headquarters where NGOs were invited to meet
with representatives of member states to foster
intercultural and inter-religious understanding (FJ
Winter 2007 pages 71-72)

Panel discussion on “Technology and the Private
Sector Bridging Solutions in Financing to
Impoverished communities” at the CSW meeting at
the UN in March 2008. (FJ Summer 2008 )

Press Releases were translated into Farsi, French,
Urdu, Guijarati, and Spanish
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Behram Pastakia
Breakthrough Summit to end Global Poverty,
Washington, DC. sponsored by Women, Faith and
Development Alliance.

represented FEZANA at the

An advertisement from FEZANA was placed in the
United Nations Brochure given to participants at
various conferences.

The prolific activities of the committee outlined are
anchored between the two annual conferences at the
UN: the Commission on the Status of Women in late
February/early March and the Department of Public
Information /Non-Governmental organization DPI/NGO
Conference first 2 weeks of September.

PUBLIC RELATIONS (Chair, Jim Engineer).

Public relations activities were centered on
Naurooz, Congress, Standardizing Media Inaccuracies,
and revising the Zoroastrian Brochure. Moving forward
with the website needs to be the priority for the coming
year.

RESAERCH AND PRESERVATION
(Chair, Jehan Bagli, Ph.D)

Activities of the committee were outlined in a
written report divided into religious activities, interfaith
activities , Books, Articles and other Publications.
Activites of its members Jehan Bagli, Dolly Dastoor,
Maneck Bhujwala, Firdosh Mehta, Jamshid Varza and
Rumy Mohta were outlined.

MANUSCRIPT PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
(Chair, Pallan Ichaporia Ph.D)

This committee collects manuscripts from various
European universities and digitalizes them. To date the
most extant MSS known, is J2 from Bodlein Library
(The Bodlein MS J2) ancient text.

This MSS of Yasna was written in 1323 ACE at
Cambay by Ervad Mehrban Kai Khusrow

The Manuscript of Vendidad Sade has already
been digitalized.

J2 consists of 700 folios (pages) and will be printed
by FEZANA with an approved budget of $2000.



10

ZYNA (Chair, Nikan Khatibi)

Highlights

NextGenNow Conference in Chicago, 2007

Youth Open House at the World Bank, Washington DC.
Habitat for Humanity with Jimmy Carter.

Zarathushti Youth without Borders (Medical Mission
trip)

Partnership with the 4th World Zoroastrian Youth
Congress

Partnership with the 14th North American Congress-
Toronto

Next year it will be important to continue the
inspirational movement that has been started by having
personalized encounters and maintaining close
dialogue with youth presidents of member associations
in North America and around the world.

WELFARE (Unity and Critical assistance)

(Co-Chairs, Houtoxi Contractor, Hosi Mehta and
Freyaz Shroff).

In a written report all the work done by the
committee was outlined including the successful co-
ordination for the Baby Ushta’s burn treatment. They
outlined the procedure as to how the welfare committee
processes requests. The welfare committee works with
the local associations to set up contacts and
assistance. This helps build strong bonds within the
community

SPORTS ( Chair, Niaz Kasravi).

Benaz Dianat made a verbal report of the Sports
Committee, promoted the San Diego Games and
reported on the 11th Zarathushti Games of 2008. The
committee is currently accepting host candidates for
the 12th Zarathushti games in 2010 to be held the July
4th weekend. Applications need to be made before
January 1, 2009

THE JOURNAL . 4 issues, were published in 2007 with
the 20th anniversary summer 2007 issue distributed to
all the participants of the North American Congress in
Toronto. The number of subscribers still remains low

and the speed of mail delivery (due to bulk mail rate)
has not improved. From July 2008 the subscription rate
for the Journal will be increased (they have remained
the same for the past 20 years inspite of increases in
printing and mailing costs), and due to the parity of US
and Canadian $, there will be no difference in the rates
for Canadian and US subscribers. There will be no sea-
mail rate for overseas subscribers, all mail goes by air.

YOUTH WITHOUT BORDERS (ZYWB)

(Convenor Behram Pastakia) The terms of reference

which had been previously circulated were approved
by the members of the Board. This program is
established to promote Humanitarian Internships by
giving financial support to Zarathushti youth interested
in helping the underprivileged from a ZYWB fund. The
internship is intended to encourage acts of charity.

LUNCH was sponsored by Zoroastrian Association of
California with Nikan Khatibi as the keynote speaker
for NextGenNow. In his absence Parmis Khatibi Ph.D
read his presentation.

SUNDAY APRIL 8

NAMC (President Ervad Jehan Bagli): Jehan Bagli
informed the Board of the various activities undertaken
by the members of NAMC The “Congregational
Prayers for Jashan Ceremony “ has been printed and
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distributed free of charge to all associations across
North America. There are now 6 fully ordained
Mobedyars in North America. ZTFE (England) is also

interested in the Mobedyar program as they too are
experiencing a shortage of mobeds. Both athornans
and behdins can be trained as Mobedyars. There will
be a training session for young mobedyars in Toronto.
$7,500 were collected for destitute mobeds and
distributed though the PRG scheme. The Journal now
has a special section on NAMC where mobeds are
contributing articles. Each association is requested to
prepare and have available a list of mobeds who would
be available to perform ceremonies in an emergency.

CONGRSSES: (Bomi Patel and Firdosh Mehta)

XV North American Congress, Toronto. There
were generally very positive comments on the
innovative features with the introduction of
videoconferencing for the Titans

IV World Youth Congress. The proceedings of the
congress, the CD of “The Light” and the special Cook
Book for the congress are all distributed to the
FEZANA member associations.by the organizers The
busing of the youth from Melbourne Airport to Ballarat
was sponsored by FEZANA.

V World Youth Congress in Vancouver July 2011

World Congress in Dubai Dec 2009. A video of the
WZC Dubai was shown which also highlighted past
conferences. The YELP (Youth Enhancement
Leadership Program) program is complete with 50
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participants from all over the world oncluding from USA
and from Canada.

Coming Together Roundtable in Mumbai. was
presented by Rohinton Rivetna and Firdosh Mehta,
(see report page 16)

SUNDAY LUNCH sponsored by WZCC

A community potluck by CZC and ZAC with a
keynote address given by Kavasji Dadachanji and
Zubin Bomansha of Integrity Investment Advisors Inc

(Photos below)

Reported by Dolly Dastoor
Photos courtesy Ervad Soli Dastur and Dolly Dastoor

Kavasji Dadachaniji .

Zubin Bomansha
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From left Vera Suntoke, President ZAC,
Yasmin Gundevia, Gool Jesung, Dogdoe Arjani

From Left to Right:

Mehrdad Banki for his father Moobed Dr. Shahriar
Banki (2 Terms); -Rashid Mehin (2Terms) -Mrs.
Mahin Banoo Shahzadi (1Term), Mrs. Shida
Anoshiravani (2 Terms) Mrs. Mahin Sassani (1 Term)
Dr. Khodayar Dinyari (1 Term) Cameron Mahdad for
his father Dr.Mehrdad Mahdad (2 Terms) Arasto
Kasravi (2 Terms)

An award was forwarded to Mr. Iraj Mavandadi (2
Terms) who was not.present.
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Groups at Saturday night banquet

T
"4

FEZANA JOURNAL —Fall 2008 13



NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS OF FEZANA

PRESIDENT, FEZANA 2008-2010
Bomi V Patel

Born in Mumbai,
India, Bomi immigrated to
California USA and joined
the Silicon Electronic in
July 1991 He studied
computer science and
obtained several diplomas.
Bomi works for the
University of California
since 1999 in ITS and is
the Divisional Liaison for
the Chancellor's office

Bomi Patel brings
many years of dedicated
community service and
experience to the office of
the President , having
been the President of the
Zarthosti  Anjuman  of
California, (1997-2004 )
and was the Chair of the 13th North American
Zoroastrian Congress held in San Jose in 2004. He
has served as the Vice-president of FEZANA from
2005-2007 and reelected in 2007.

As Vice President he represented FEZANA as one
of the delegates at the United Nations DFPI/NGO
conference in September 2005.

Bomi has always enjoyed being actively involved in
social activities and in leadership roles. In India he was
the Assistant Secretary of the Maharashtra State
Cycling Association and Secretary of the Bombay
Cycling Association organizing several national and
international events. He is a qualified judge for all
National and International games and was appointed
Assistant Commissioner (Assistant judge) for the 1982
Asian Games and the Asian Cycling Championship in
1983 and was Technical Official at the Il Maharashtra
State Olympics in 1987

Bomi is a President Scout and Rover Scout with the
Zoroastrian Boy Scout Group in Bombay

During his tenure of office Bomi hopes to

1 Build a Unified North American Zarathushti
Community

2 Empowering the Youth —“Our Youth is our Future”
3 Reuvisit the Strategic Plan —Goals and Achievements

VICE-PRESIDENT, FEZANA 2008-2009
Rashid Mehin

Born and raised in Kerman- Iran, Rashid attended
Iranshahr, a Zarathushti school till high school. He
then graduated in Accountancy and Finance from

Tehran and gained
Fellowship of
L s Chartered Institute of
Management
Accountants in
B . England.
S J
-.‘c v |

In 1980 he
Immigrated to Canada
and then to U.S.A. In
San Diego he obtained
his CPA and in 1989
he went into business
for himself till 2005
Since childhood Rashid has always been involved
with the Zarathushti community.

He is a Life Member of WZO, CZC (California
Zoroastrian Centre) and ZAC. (Zoroastrian Association
of California)

He served two, five year terms as trustee/ treasurer
of CZC and represented CZC on the FEZANA board.

He was the Treasurer of FEZANA 2002-2006. (two
terms)

He strongly believes in unity and harmony, respects
all different points of view and sees great values in
diversities and a bright future for our Zarathushti
communities all around the world.

Rashid lives in San Diego, Ca with his wife Afsaneh
and his son Mehraban Rashid.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, FEZANA 2008-2010
Nahid Dashtaki

| was born in Tehran, Iran and grew up in Southern
California, along with my parents and older sister. |
graduated from the University of California, Irvine and
received a Bachelor of Arts in Comparative Literature
and International Relations with a Minor in Conflict
Resolutions. | plan on continuing with Graduate school
in the Fall, in a Master’s Degree program for Conflict
Resolutions and Negotiations.
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Ever since | was
able to say my
Avesta, | have been
involved in the
ZARATHUSHTI
community. | started
out  with prayer
recitals and dances in
youth shows and
moved on to
becoming a member
of the Youth of the
California Center
(YCZC). After almost
6 years as a member
I became the
president of the
YCZC for two years,
coordinating  social
events, celebrations, dinners, youth shows and open
forums.

In the summers, | assist with camps for young
ZARATHUSHTIS, by coordinating all counselors and
the organization of the events for the ever popular,
Young Z Camp (pre-teen and younger) held in the
mountains around Southern California for the past 7
summers. For the older children (teenagers and
younger) | support the organizers of the San Jose

WE WISH THE NEWLY ELECTED
OFFICERS OF FEZANA ALL THE BEST

IN THEIR TERM OF OFFICE
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Camp, as a counselor and event
coordinator/supervisor.

At present my focus is primarily on working with the
editor of the Chehrenama Journal in getting more youth
writers who have opinions to share with the
international Zarathushti community. | submit articles to
the FEZANA Journal as well. My articles reflect my
experiences of being a dedicated Zarathushti. | have
written about my attendance at the 4th World
Zoroastrian Congress, at Ballarat, Australia for which |
was awarded a FEZANA subsidy, for which | am ever
thankful to FEZANA.

Outside of the community, | have volunteered at
charitable international organizations in Pune, India and
Tehran, Iran where | worked closely with local
communities to assist with health care and
technological advances becoming available to the
public. | enjoy giving back to my own community as well
as the community | live in.

Handing over the gavel from out-
going President Kevala to in-
coming President Bomi Patel

FEZANA 2008-2010 TEAM

From left Nahid Dashtaki, Asst
Secretary, Out-going President
Rustom Kevala; Katayun Kapadia,
Treasurer, Bomi Patel, in-coming
President , Firuzi Poonevalla,
Secretary.

Not in Picture Rashid Mehin, Vice-
President (elected subsequently).

Photo Dolly Dastoor
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FEZANA Southern California
Teachers’ Workshop, May 11, 2008

Organized by the Education, Scholarship
and Conference Committee of FEZANA

Hosted by the CZC at the California
Zoroastrian Center, 9025 Hazard Avenue,
Westminster, CA 92683

The workshop was attended by teachers from CZC
and the ZAC (California). In all there were 14
attendees, eight from CZC and six from ZAC.

The two associations reviewed their teaching
programs which included frequency of classes, age
range of students, number of students in each class,
number of teachers and subjects taught.

The topics that should be considered for teaching
under the broad categories of Religion, History and
Present Day Issues were discussed. Each association
was encouraged to write out a document which would
serve as a blueprint for the classes. It should define
overall goals for the classes, the age group levels and
the topics that should be covered at each

COMING TOGETHER
ROUNDTABLE

COMMEMORATING TOGETHERNESS WORKING
TOGETHER IN THE SPIRIT OF HAMAZORI

Dialogue brings minds together and action brings
hearts together.

Rohinton Rivetna and Firdosh Mehta

Rohinton Rivetna (in photo right) and Firdosh
Mehta (in photo left) presented the Third Coming
Together Roundtable held at Mancherji Joshi Hall of
the Athornan Madressa Dadar, January 15, 2008.

Rohinton mentioned that our community is
blessed with instant bonds of kinship wherever we
reside in the world, and our actions must be deliberate
to strengthen not fragment this remarkable bonding.
Tradition teaches us and history confirms that there is
Strength in Togetherness.

The Barsom—In togetherness lies our strength
The Payvand- Importance of staying connected

age. The blue print used for ZAGNY was presented as
a model, but each association needs to have their own
developed by their teachers so that there is ownership
of the plan.

The new website www.zoreled.org was introduced
to the teachers. It is supposed to serve as an online
resource for teachers. It has age appropriate teaching
material used by various teachers. Teachers were
encouraged to place their material on the website so
that the website becomes a place for teachers to
exchange material. It also serves as an on-line
resource for families who are not close to associations
that hold classes and have to teach religion to their
children on their own.

Finally the way to encourage young persons to take
up teaching was discussed. Graduates of the religion
classes should be encouraged to work as teacher’s
assistants and some of them would go on to become
religion class teachers.

LOVJI CAMA Ph.D

Chair, Education, Scholarship and Conference
committee

Hamazori
Baad

Hamazor baad, Hamazor Hama Asho

“May we be united in strength, May we be united
in strength with all righteous people”
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We are world wide “community without borders”.
50 years ago we were oceans away, 25 years ago we
were continents away, today we live in a global village,
barely a click of a mouse away. It is the responsibility
of each and every one of us to preserve and protect
our worldwide “community without borders”.

After the failed dialogue of two decades to form a
world body, we have learnt that our conventional
organizational structures will not work. So it is
imperative “to come together and work together “
which was the genesis of these “Coming together
Roundtables”. So bringing order out of chaos is the
“Zarathushti Chaordica”.

The first “Coming Together Roundtable” was in
2005 at the Eighth World Zoroastrian Congress,
London. A list of issues, challenges and projects was
developed. A vision was presented.

Vision: “To nurture a caring, compassionate,
altruistic, harmonious, observant, esteemed and
prosperous worldwide community”.

Mission: “To come together and work together in
hamazori for the Zarathushti and global
communities”.

The second “Coming Together Roundtable” was in
Mumbai on January 5,2007. It developed a list of
Actionable Items with owners responsible for follow
up. (see FJ Spring 2007)

The third “Coming Together Roundtable” was on
January 15,2008, in Mumbai. Actionable items
developed further, pledges collected to support a staff
person, internet presence established. (see FJ
Summer/June 2008)

The fourth “Coming Together Roundftable” will be
on December 30, 2008 in Houston, together with the
WZCC AGM.

During his visit to India to attend the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas, sponsored by the Government of
India in New Delhi for NRIs and PIOs , Firdosh visited
several community organizations

Community Projects where we need to
come together for financial and
manpower assistance.

ParZor Foundation --Navsari

Heritage Protection, Udvada Town
Development, Children and other community topics
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sponsored books, heritage materials in manuscripts,
textiles, artifacts, art, poetry, drama, music etc.
preservation.

Gene Study Project-- Genetic Evaluation and
research of community members for the
understanding of common medical conditions.

Dastur Meherji Rana Library, Navsari --
Manuscript Restoration, additional library materials,
guest housing for visiting scholars

K. R. Cama Oriental Institute -- Manuscript
Restoration, building maintenance, additional library
materials

World Zarathushti Cultural Foundation --
Archeology, Bone Carbon Dating, Kushti weaving,
religious songs and calligraphy.

Gujarat Literature Preservation -- preservation
of Gujarati Language Heritage,

Zoroastrian Directory.Com, Parsiana Yellow
Pages — web based world wide directory of Individuals
and Businesses.

Parsi Resource Group --- Mobed Medical
Insurance, Education Support

Persepolis Fortification Tablets -- Seminar by
ZANT

Religious Infrastructure -- Restoration Of
Establishments, Agiyaris, Atash Behrams, Dokhmas,
Aramghas.

Appeal from Delhi Parsi Anjuman, Patel Agiyari
Mazagon Mumbai.

Sadhana School For Autistic Students -- Need
donations for teachers’ compensation as it is a high
turn around job.

Farohar Foundation - Production of Zarathushti
Heritage films for TV and CDs

PROJECTS IN IRAN-- School Support

"Amordad" -- the only government approved
community News Letter-- subscribe

OTHER COMMUNITY PROJECTS, Food Distribution,
Hospitals, Schools, children's play grounds, sports
centers, science centers Etc.
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RAISING FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY
PROJECTS AROUND THE WORLD

Since 2007 FEZANA has embarked on many
community development and enhancement projects as
an activity of the "COMING TOGETHER ROUND
TABLE" informal group, to network and get resources
to confront needs, from every angle and geography of
the Zarathushti world.

FEZANA receives appeals for financial assistance
from various institutions for community infrastructure
enhancements and for on-going support. Over the past
years the North American Community has supported
many such initiatives and institutions. Once again we
are presenting to you a list of institutions for your
generous support

Your donation can be sent for any of the institutions
mentioned. Contact Firdosh Mehta at
fdjmehta@charter.net for details.

DELHI PARSI ANJUMAN ARAMGAH FUND.

The Aramgah ( Parsi Zarathushti Burial Grounds) is
looking at an increased level of capacity. The land
adjacent to currently used property has been acquired
and needs construction, compound wall etc.
enhancements.

Firdosh Mehta visited this facility in January 2008,
and strongly recommends that we support this appeal.

"NOWROZE BAUG SPORT CENTRE CENTENARY
FUND"

The NOWROZE BAUG, (Mumbai) centenary
celebration committee is looking at an increased level
of activity for children play and youth sports centers.

Firdosh Mehta visited Nowroze Baug in January
2008, and the appeal is genuine. As in the past for
other such institutions, FEZANA will collect the funds
for a limited period and then forward them to Nowroze
Baug

S.P.J. SADHANA SCHOOL
DEVELOPMENTALLY CHALLENGED

S.P J.Sadhana School known as The Tinker Bell
Special School, before it was taken over in 1978 by the
Society for the Higher Education of Women in India and
renamed. From its inception it catered to the severely
handicapped and autistic children.

~Situated on the Sophia Campus, Mumbai, it is a
vibrant educational community in a nurturing

FOR THE

environment where they integrate the intellectually
challenged students with students from other sister
institutions, like Sophia College, Sophia B.K. Somani
Polytechnic, Sophia Nursery and Balwadi.

The school provides much needed service to
children of all communities in general and the PARSI
community in particular. The school needs donations to
compensate teachers for this very stressful and highly
exacting work assignment. Firdosh Mehta visited the
school and met the Principal and staff and was very
impressed by the facilities.

Please give generously and publicize these
appeals to family and friends and in your community
newsletters. Abstracted from the report on
Community Enhancement Projects presented by
Firdosh Mehta at the FEZANA AGM at LA in May
2008

I

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - for
World Zoroastrian Congresses

At the "Coming Together Roundtables" held each
year since the 8th World Zoroastrian Congress in
London, United Kingdom in 2005, matters pertaining to
our worldwide Zarathushti 'Community without Borders'
are discussed and actions proposed.

The topic of establishing a transparent and
equitable process for the selection of a capable host
and suitable venue for holding World Zoroastrian
Congresses, at appropriate intervals has been on the
agenda of the Roundtable for some years. With inputs
from Zarathushtis around the globe, the Request for
Proposals [RFP] is now ready.

VISION: To nurture a caring, compassionate,
harmonious, altruistic, observant, esteemed and
prosperous community, with respect for diversity in
belief and practice.

MISSION: To come together and work together in
hamazori for the Zarathushti and global communities,
celebrating its diversity.

WORLD CONGRESS GUIDELINES, criteria for
selection, and an explanation of the process adopted
are available.from Rohinton Rivetna, rivetna@aol.com
Completed RFP's for hosting the Tenth World
Zoroastrian Congress should be sent by November
30th 2008 to Rivetna.
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FEZANA would like to support Zarathushti youth from North America who volunteer their time in
different parts of the globe in working for the underprivileged sections of civil society. Toward this
end, Terms of Reference for Zarathushti Youth Without Borders were approved at the 20th AGM
in Dallas, Texas. Those interested in availing of support for this activity should send their
curriculum vitae, a short write-up about the planned project and details of the organization they
would be partnering with and send it to bpastakia@aol.com

-.II FINANCIAL PROGRESS

The 21st Annual General Meeting for FEZANA was
held May 9, 10, 11, 2008 at the California Zoroastrian
Center. Many important subjects were discussed and |
would like to focus on a few important issues that need
to be brought to your attention and need your financial
support and backing.

ZARATHUSHTIS COMING TOGETHER
WORLDWIDE

This topic was presented by Rohinton Rivetna and
Firdosh Mehta at the AGM. In the last half century
Zarathushtis have settled in the far corners of the world.
It is imperative that Zarathushtis remain connected with
one another and with Iran and India wherever they may
reside. Our history reminds us and
our teachings require us to be
connected. In that spirit,
Zarathushtis worldwide have “Come
Together to Work Together.” We are
a worldwide “Community Without
Borders.” Overcoming many
vicissitudes over the centuries, our
community has grown and
prospered, and has become the
hallmark of integrity, industry,
goodness and charity, wherever we
have settled. The stature and
prestige that our community has
achieved, was built with wisdom and
foresight by generations before us. I =
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It is the responsibility of each and every one of us to
preserve and protect our worldwide “Community
without Borders.” Some of the projects include Global
Networking, Interfaith and UN programs, Coordination
of Welfare Programs Worldwide, Worldwide Service
Programs, Network of Mobeds, Education for Irani
Zarathushti youth in India and many many more. Your
generous contributions would go toward developing
and strengthening this initiative. Kindly send your
donation to FEZANA Treasurer. For more background
material visit www.zoroastrians.net under the heading
“Round Table” or contact Rohinton Rivetna or Behram
Pastakia, MD.

SOCIETY OF SCHOLARS OF ZOROASTRIANISM —
SSz

SSZ is an initiative spearheaded
by Dr. Pallan Ichaporia and Rohinton
Rivetna. First SSZ roundtable was
held in 2005 at the Eighth World
Zoroastrian Congress in London.
First  North  American SSz
conference was held at the Arbab
Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr in
Chicago, July 1-2, 2006. This was
sponsored by SSZ, ZAC and
FEZANA. The second SSZ
conference was again held at the
Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr in
Chicago, November 17-18, 2007.
This was also sponsored by SSZ,
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ZAC and FEZANA. The aim of the Conference is to
encourage interest in Zoroastrian studies by offering
researchers a forum to present their research to the
community. SSZ’s mission is “to promote interaction
among academicians, theologians, educationists and
practitioners of Zoroastrianism, through roundtable
discussions, conferences and publications.” Once
again your generous donation towards this cause is
greatly appreciated. We need to improve and
encourage our youth to take up Zoroastrian Studies and
become our future Zoroastrian Scholars since most of
our present scholars are getting older. If you are an
individual or know of an individual who falls in this
category of Zoroastrian Scholar, kindly contact
Rohinton Rivetna or Pallan Ichaporia.Ph.D

FEZANA RESOURCE CENTER

At the Annual General Meeting in May 2008, the
FEZANA member associations approved the creation
of the FEZANA Resource Center (FRC) at the ZAH
Library located at the Zarathushti Heritage and Cultural
Center (ZHCC) in Houston, Texas. Houston has a
vibrant local community which continually organizes a
variety of educational and cultural activities. ZHCC has
the necessary library-related infrastructure already in
place, the required professional resources (library
media specialist), a dedicated and working library
committee with the willingness to provide leadership
and organization in running the FRC.

The FRC is expected to be much more than just a
collection of books and magazines stored in one
physical location. The ZAH Library will act as the focal
point for administering all our community resources.
The FRC will be a central resource for papers, books,
CDs, videos and memorabilia, donated by individuals
or subscribed by FEZANA, and located at several major

TRADITIONAL PARSI
SNACKS
Dar-ni-pori, Khajoor-ni-ghari, Bhakhra
Batasa, Khatai, Agharni Ladoo, Vasanu
Contact, Dilnavaz Meer (281) 491-8436
dilnavazmeer@comcast.net

centers in the USA and Canada.

In time, much of the
material can be made accessible to anyone via the
Internet. Eventually, it is envisioned that the FRC will
become a major facility for research and learning about
Zarathushti religion, culture and history.

ZAH is currently developing a Memorandum of
Understanding between ZAH and FEZANA. Several
individuals have come forward to donate their
collections to the FRC in the future. Zarathushtis, in
their fine tradition of charity, integrity and fellowship, will
donate generously, if they are assured that their
personal and in some instances their prized
possessions, will be safe and secure, for generations of
Zarathushtis to enjoy, study and appreciate. As with
everything worth doing, funds will be needed to ensure
that the FRC will have the needed equipment, physical
space and staff to make it a really useful asset to the
community. For more information kindly contact Dr.
Rustom Kevala.

FEZANA seeks your support and donations to
continue the good work for the community. You can
make your contribution to any of the above projects or
to any of the existing FEZANA Funds and mail to
Katayun Kapadia, FEZANA Treasurer, 33 Preamble
Drive, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054. You can also make secure
online donations at FEZANA.org. Thank you for your
continuous support.

Jerry Kheradi, MD, FACG, Chairperson, FEZANA
Funds and Finance

Committee: Katayun Kapadia, Treasurer, Morvarid
Behziz, M.Ed., Sassan Nadjmi, DMD, FACP and
Celeste Kheradi

For Tasty Home Made
Vasanu
call Freny Sanjana at 281-530-0280.
$18 per pound Plus S/H anywhere in the
US and Canada.

Try it once and you will be our
Customers for Life!
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List of Donations received March 1, 2008
through June 30, 2008

FEZANA General Fund

M & S Mizanian, Bellevue, WA $ 255.00
Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation (OZCF) $ 103.00
Yezdi Dordi, Palo Alto, CA $ 100.00
Ardeshir Sidhwa, Scottsdale, AZ $ 100.00
Cyrus Daboo, Ormond Beach, FL $ 60.00
Iranian Zoroastrian Association (1ZA) $ 42.00
Anita & Russy Sumariwalla, Medford, OR $ 35.00
TOTAL $ 695.00
FEZANA Welfare Fund

Beach Cigar Group Inc., Miami, FL $ 2,500.00
Dogdoe & Tehmtan Arjani, Glendale, CA $ 1,001.00
Cyrus Austin, Chandler, AZ $ 1,000.00
Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan Washington DC (ZAMWI) $ 250.00
Taruna & Tehmtan Tehsildar, Hillsborough, NJ $ 101.00
Meher Mistry, Bryn Mawr, PA $ 100.00
Zenobia & Behram Panthaki, Falla Church, VA $ 100.00
Persis & Adi Kasad, Downingtown, PA $ 25.00
TOTAL $ 5,077.00
FEZANA Critical Assistance Fund

Beach Cigar Group Inc., Miami, FL $ 3,500.00
Yasmin & S.E. Pavri, Houston, TX $ 500.00
Tehmton Mistry, St. Louis, MO $ 25.00
TOTAL $ 4,025.00
FEZANA Academic Scholarship Fund

Dogdoe & Tehmtan Arjani, Glendale, CA $ 501.00
Yasmin & S.E. Pavri, Houston, TX $ 500.00
Sorab Panday, Herndon, VA $ 400.00
Simin & Parviz Ardeshirpour, Raleigh, NC $ 101.00
TOTAL $ 1,502.00
FEZANA Journal Fund

Dinyar Karai, Mumbai, India $ 2,000.00
TOTAL $ 2,000.00
FEZANA Creative & Performing Arts Scholarship Fund

Sorab Panday, Herndon, VA $ 400.00
TOTAL $ 400.00
Jungalwala Lecture Series

Janet Allen & Farrokh Mistree, Atlanta, GA $ 1,001.00
Beroz & Kavas Mody, Newton Center, MA $ 50.00
Dilnavaz & Hoshang Shroff, Belmont, MA $ 50.00
TOTAL $ 1,101.00
GRAND TOTAL $ 14,800.00
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COMING EVENTS

MAMA PARSI GIRLS HIGH
SCHOOL 90TH BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION IN HOUSTON

The North American Alumni of
the school will be celebrating the
90th birthday by holding a
reunion on the weekend of
October 10-12 in Houston, Texas.
The event is open to all those
who attended the school at any
time in their lives, regardless of
where they are living now. It is
not limited to only those living in
North America.

If you are an alumni of the
school, please send your name,
maiden name and graduating
year to Nancy Yazdani, at
msalumni_na@sbcglobal.net.
We will then be able to register
you as an alumni and also send
you further details regarding the
reunion. Please register even if
you are not planning on attending
as we will be making a directory
of all North American alumni.

We are also putting together a
cookbook as a momento of the
reunion. If you have any recipes
you’d like to share, please email
them to Zeenia Fernandes
(zfernandes@cds.ca) and they
will be included in the recipe
book.

Also share your old school
pictures with us. You can send
them to Vahishta Canteenwalla

(vahishtac@hotmail.com) or they
can be mailed to 3 Cedarwood
Court, Kirkland, Qc H9J 275.
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SEPTEMBER 2008

60th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights will be
celebrated September 3-5, 2008 at
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris,
France. For the first time the 61st
DPI/NGO conference will be held
outside New York.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2008 UNITY
WALK , New York and Washington
Unity Walk on Sunday, September
14th 2008 Building Bridges for Peace
In Washington D.C. on Embassy
Row To hold a Unity Walk in your
own city, a tool kit has been prepared
by the Unity Walk Global Group.
www.911unitywalk.org

SEPTEMBER 21, 2008
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER & PEACE VIGIL

The International Day of Peace will
be observed as a day of prayer to
foster peace worldwide. To plan
your event for 2008 please visit
http://www.idpvigil.com/ and
register your commitment.

OCTOBER 2, 2008
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-
VIOLENCE

September 21 to October 2 2008
is the Season of Peace

OCTOBER 12, 2008
ZOROASTRIAN FORUM
Zoroastrian Forum: Living in
Harmony with the Earth, 8615
Meadowbrook Drive, Burr Ridge,
lllinois 80527

OCTOBER 2008 MAMA SCHOOL
First ever re-union in North
America, October 10, 11, 12, 2008
in Houston of the 90th anniversary
of Mama School of Karachi.

COMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 2008 SOCIETY OF
SCHOLARS OF
ZOROASTRIANISM

3rd annual conference of the
Society of Scholars of
Zoroastrianism, November 21-23
2008 in Chicago. Contact
kerfegar@aol.com

NOVEMBER 2008. OPERATION
EYESIGHT

Team flying to Colombia, South
America, Thanksgiving week,
November 2008. Contact:
Khushroo Bodhan
kbodhan@gemsedi.com,

[See FEZANA Journal Vol 21 No. 1
Spring 2007]

DECEMBER 2008 COMING
TOGETHER ROUNDTABLE

A Roundtable scheduled in
Houston on December 31, 2008
from 10 a.m. to 4.p.m. in
conjunction with WZCC 2008 AGM
(see box) Contact rivetna@aol.com
for Roundtable program

MAY 2009 FEZANA AGM
ORLANDO

The Annual General meeting will
be held May 22,23, 24 2009 hosted
by Central Florida Group. Co-
ordinator Dinyar Mehta
dinyarmehta@aol.com

JUNE 2009 NAIN CONNECT
2009

North American Interfaith Network -
June 25-28, 2009 in Kansas City
(Unity Village), Missouri
Experiencing the Spirit in
Education: NAIN Connect 2009
http://www.nain.org/

DECEMBER 2009, WORLD
CONGRESS, DUBAI.

9th World Zoroastrian Congress
"Unity Through the Sands of Time”
to be held in Dubai, December 28-
31, 2009. Contact
meher_bhesania@hotmail.com

DECEMBER
2004 2009
Farliament PARLIAMENT
jt:,;:"wm:l‘s OF THE
Religions WORLD’S
RELIGIONS
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
The 2009 Parliament Embracing
Difference, Transforming the world.
will be an international inter
religious gathering spanning seven
nights and six days — from
December 3rd to 9th - bringing
together an estimated 8,000 to
12,000 persons. Visit:
http://www.cpwr.org/index.html

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2008 AGM HOUSTON. TX

DECEMBER 28 2008 -
JANUARY 1, 2009

Dec 28 WZCC Global Meeting

Dec 29 Full Day Trip to San
Antonio

Dec 30 Visit Star Oil Rig in
Galverston

Awards/Entertainment Dinner

Dec 31 COMING TOGETHER
ROUNDTABLE
hosted by ZAH

New Year Eve Diner/Dance

JAN 01 4 day Western

Caribbean Cruise

from Galveston, TX

All Events at Zarathushti
Heritage and Cultural Centre

8787 Airport Blvd, Houston
Contact Houston Chapter Chair
behrozepersonal@yahoo,com
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Fravardian Jashan

Mah Fravardin, Roz Fravardin

Maidyozarem Gahambar
Mah Ardibehesht, Roz Khorshed-Daepmeher

Paitishem Gahambar
Mah Sheherevar, Roz Ashtad Aneran

Jashne-Mehergan
Mah Meher, Roz Meher

Ayathrem Gahambar
Mah Meher, Roz Ashtad-Aneran

Jashne-Avangan(Avan Ardivisur Parab)
Mah Avan, Roz Avan

Maidyoshem Gahambar
Mah Tir, Roz Khorshed-Daepmeher

Jashne-Adargan
Mah Adar, Roz Adar

Death Anniversary of Zarathushtra
Mah Dae, Roz Khorshed

Maidhyarem Gahambar
Mah Dae, Roz Meher-Bahram

Jashne Daegan
Mah Dae, Roz Daepdin

Jashne Bahmangan
Mah Bahman, Roz Bahman

Paitishem Gahambar
Mah Sheherevar, Roz Ashtad-Aneran

Jashne Sadeh
Mah Bahman, Roz Meher

Ayatherem Gahambar
Mah Meher, Roz Ashtad-Aneran

Fravardegan/Panjeh/Hamaspathmedayem Gahambar

Five Gatha days

Char-Shanbe-Soori (Heralding the New Year)
Tuesday Prior to NauRooz

NauRooz or Jamshedi NauRooz (New Year)

Mah Fravardin, Roz Hormazd

Calendar of Festivities

Thurs, Aug 7
Sat, Sep 6

Friday, Aug 29 -Tues Sept 2
Sun, Sep 28 - Thur, Oct 02

Frid, Sep 12- Tues, Sep 16

Thur, Oct 02

Sun, Oct 12-Thur, Oct 16
Sun, Oct 26

Tues, Oct 28 - Sat, Nov. 01
Thurs, Nov 27- Mon, Dec 01
Mon, Nov 24

Fri, Dec 26

Wed, Dec 31-Sun, Jan 04
Wed, Jan 07

Fri, Jan 16

Sun, Jan 11 - Thur, Jan 15
Tue, Feb 10 - Sat, Feb 14
Fri, Jan 30

Tue, Feb 10-Sat, Feb 14
Thu, Mar 12 - Mon, Mar 16
Mon, Mar 16-Fri, Mar 20

Tues, Mar 17

Sat, Mar 21

F=(Fasli), S=(Shenshai), K=(Kadmi)

September 2008 to March 2009

(K)
(s)

(K)
(s)

(F)

(F)

(F)

(F)

(K)
(s)

(F)

|

FEZANA COMMITTEES
2008-2009

Coordination & Planning
Rashid Mehin - San Diego

Unity & Welfare (Critical/Medical
Assistance)

Houtoxi Contractor - Pittsburgh
Hosi Mehta - Chicago

Freyaz Shroff - Mumbai (Overseas
representative)

Information Receiving &
Dissemination
(Publications/Journal)

Behram Pastakia M.D Washington
FEZANA Journal Editor-in-Chief:
Dolly Dastoor Ph.D - Montreal
Funds & Finance

Dr. Jerry Kheradi, MD - Boston
Youth (ZYNA):

Susan Kaboly -Zadeh Ph.D-
Vancouver, BC Ava Afshari - Los
Angeles Ferzeen Chappgar - San
Jose Carl Irani - Florida

Scholarships :
Religion Ed & Conference

Lovji Cama Ph.D- New York

Academic Ed Scholarship
Dolly Dastoor Ph.D- Montreal

Creative & Performing Arts
Sherazade Mehta - Dallas
Excellence in Sports
Scholarship:

Khushcheher ltalia,-Los Angeles

North American Zoroastrian
Congress :

Daraius Bharucha- Toronto
Small Groups of NA Zarathushtis
Ervad Soli Dastur, Tampa Bay

Zoroastrian Sports (ZSC):

Niaz Kasravi Ph.D - Washington, DC

Manuscript Preservation

Pallan Ichaporia Ph.D-Pennsylvania

' AD-HOC COMMITTEES:

.

Interfaith Activities: Rohinton Rivetna, Chicago Homi Gandhi - New York, Behram Pastakia - Washington DC
Heritage Preservation & Historical Research Ervad Jehan Bagli, Toronto, External Affairs Firdosh Mehta -
Weatherford, TX North American Awards Shehernaz Joshi Verahami Washington-DC UN/NGO Homi

Gandhi - New York Behram Pastakia , Washington DC Afreed Mistry - Toronto, NA Directory Aban Bhot, LA
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Anahita Dianat

As fireworks lit the sky during
Independence Day weekend,
Zarathushtis from all around the
world united at the University of
San Diego to light the fire of their
il passions, strengths, and drives
| at the 2008 Zarathushti Games.
Attracting roughly 600 athletes
from states sharing the Atlantic
Ocean such as New York and
North Carolina to participants
from countries half way across
the globe such as Germany and France, the 11th
Zarathushti Games held competitions for both adults
and youth in the sports of basketball, volleyball, tennis,
ping pong, track, and swimming.

The Zarathushti Games, organized by the
Zoroastrian Sports Committee (ZSC), has been taking
place every even year since 1988, achieving its
highest, boast-worthy number of participants this year
at 1,200 athletes and fans. Although the age of athletes
ranged from seven to sixty-two and although their
homes were in seven countries and seventeen states,
all participants came together to watch and compete in
a fun game of sports based on one common factor, the
religion of Zarathushtra.

With much satisfaction, the games have been
growing exponentially every time, reaching more
supporters around the world. For instance, while
Americans, Canadians, Australians, and Germans have
been regulars at the games for some time now,
Zarathushtis from France, England, and Tajikistan have
recently become involved as well. With side
conversations in French and German taking place
alongside Farsi and English, and with a child double
knotting her shoe strings before her run, and an elder
finishing his last lap, the union of such diverse
Zarathushtis is remarkable.

Signaling the start of Zarathushti Games -
organized this year in collaboration with a Host
Committee in San Diego - an opening ceremony
inspired and excited the participants before
competitions. This year’s ceremony had spectators
praying, dancing, and cheering as the respectable
Mobed Banki recited the holy Avesta text, as Beshkan
Dance Academy presented an outstanding
performance, and as Jahangir Mehrkhodavandi ran
triumphantly carrying a torch. With that and other

performances, the games
officially began, initiating the
start of an incredible

experience. For the next four days, athletes worked up
a sweat to win, volunteers ensured utmost comfort for
participants, and others cheered at risk of losing their
voices for loved ones.

Basketball and volleyball specifically drew large
crowds, and the athletes did everything but disappoint.
In the close game of hoops of East versus West, the
ecstatic group hug shared by Team LA immediately
after the buzzer announced their close win against
Virginia’s Vesta, had cheers roaring from the
bleachers.

On the other side of the court, the youth basketball
team Brady Brunch Jr.,
with players coming
together from all across
America, scurried and
free-threw their way to
the top against Atash.
Meanwhile, the
members of Meigu were
titted champions across
the  volleyball net,
breaking the anticipation
g surrounding the final

Jahangir Mehrkhodavandi

= competitive match
versus Mehr San Diego. And, as always, Ms.
Khushnoor Patel of New York — who has become the
beloved masseuse of the Z Games - provided
complimentary massages to re-energize the athletes
throughout the Games.

Whether a volleyball team strived to achieve a
great group dynamic or a track runner practiced
sprinting laps before a meet, all participants in all sports
hoped to step onto the highest pedestal during the

Beshkan Dance Academy Photo Dariush Jamasb
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Volleyball team Meigu the champions from LA (left) shake
hands with team Mehr San Diego (right) Photo F. Demehri

Khushnoor

Patel of New
_ York giving a
massage to_the
Photo

athlete.
Cyrus Dholoo

Mission Bay. Every night of the Zarathushti Games,
released the tension built through competition, allowing
individuals to show off their dance moves, enjoy the
crackle of laughter, and create everlasting bonds of
friendship.

On the final day, medals of gold, silver, and bronze
were awarded to high achieving athletes at the closing
ceremony. Children smiling as though they had clothes
hangers stuck in their mouths held their medals high in
the air while proud adults stood tall upon the pedestals
with friends, families, and fans applauding away.
Looking back at the moments of victory felt by several,
the countless friendships formed through an
organization of faith, and the union of hundreds of
Zarathushtis from all over the world, the 11th

closing ceremony as winners. Along with California’s
Meigu and Team LA, athletes from Texas,
Massachusetts, Arizona, Virginia, Canada, Australia,
and England experienced the glory of attaining medals
first-hand.

Fortunately, after each day of intense competitions,
participants had the chance to unwind and let loose at
social events. On the first night, beach night was hosted
at Mariner's Point on Mission Bay Park where everyone
conversed with old friends and made new ones while
allowing the cool, tranquil setting of the ocean to relax
them after a day of heated games. In celebration of 4th
of July, Zarathushtis came in their semi-formal attire at
night to shake their tail feathers to music provided by
DJ Al, and watch the fireworks display at the Jenny
Craig Pavilion Patio.

For the final bang, the last night was one of
glamour, humor, and enthusiasm as participants came
in their finest, formal ouffits, as the hilarious comedian
K-Von had the audience slapping their knees, and as
the infamous Persian band Sandy had every inch of the
dance floor covered, at the exquisite Hyatt Regency
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Zarathushti Games of 2008 was to say the least, a
success.

For a listing of the winning teams and individuals
please visit the ZSC website at: www.zathletics.com. If
your local Zoroastrian Center is interested in hosting
the 2010 Zarathushti Games please contact ZSC at
zsc@fezana.org for further details.

Anahita Dianat of Iranian)
heritage, was born in 1990 in Los
Angeles, California. She attended
high school at the California
Academy of Mathematics and
Sciences where she was editor in
¥ chief for the Journalism Production
Club and vice president of the Future
Health Professions of America Club.
She will attend the University of California, San Diego
this fall for the class of 2012 as a human biology
major. Anahita has been an active volunteer with ZSC

for the past 6 years.
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THE ZOROASTRIAN INFORMATION CENTRE IN UDVADA

Brain Child Of The Foundation For The Development of Udvada
Becomes A Reality On April 24, 2008

The Zoroastrian Information Centre (ZIC) was
inaugurated in Udvada on April 24th 2008 on Adar
mah and Adar Roz, the 1,287th anniversary of the
establishment of the Iranshah fire according to the
Zarathushti calendar. This centre is the brainchild ,
of the Foundation for the Development of Udvada d}
(FDU), a body constituted of Gujarat Government
nominees and Parsi social activists and set up with /
government funds. d |

The concept of FDU-ZIC was born in 2002 at the
behest of the Chief Minister of Gujarat Mr Narendra
Modi, to showcase the Parsi community as a beacon of
peaceful co-existence and commitment to the nation. He
had said “kharekhar doodh maa bhelai gayaa Chee
(they have truly mixed with the milk). They have never
asked for anything from the government they have
always given. For the first time the government has
given a donation of its own accord®.

Dr Mehroo Bengalee, Zarathushti member of the
National Commission for Minorities (NCM) and one of
the chief guests mentioned that the Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi had conveyed to her that
whatever “we, as Parsi Zarathushtis desire, he is willing
to grant.”

Sir Jamsetji Jejeebhoy , the 8th baronet , who cut
the ceremonial ribbon of the ZIC mentioned that the
best asset of ZIC is that it is located in Udvada with a
combination of the community‘s ancient and modern
past, under one roof, for its members to draw
inspiration from our countless achievements.”

The High Priest of Udvada, Dastur Khurshed
Dastoor and chairman of the Foundation for the
Development of Udvada talked of the opposition and
mudslinging that he and managing trustee Dinshaw
Tamboly had to face for the past 6 years. People went
to the Chief Minister to stay the project claiming this will
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in “Neo-Zarathushtis”, and
members of WAPIZ carried out a baseless and dogged
propaganda against the establishment of this Centre.

Opposition was also voiced, for declaring Udvada
with a Heritage Status as it was feared this would bring
tourists and neo-Zarathushtis to Iranshah. Dastur
Dastoor explained that “the main purpose of a heritage
status is to prevent growth, not to have nude women
parading on the beach or to provide entry for neo-
Zarathushtis “. The area around the Iranshah has
already been declared as a no-parking, no honking, no
hawking zone .

The Trustees of the Foundation for Development of
Udvada (FDU) purchased an old charming bungalow
consisting of a few small rooms which have been
converted into an Information Centre. This proved a
challenge, to architects, Mr. Pankaj Joshi and Mr.
Jamshid Bhiwandiwalla who identified the heritage
structure and assisted, with its restoration and curation.
(They in fact surveyed the whole Udvada village and
stated it needed heritage status) They gave the
bungalow a brand new look without compromising on its
quaint charm. After much thought five rooms were
allocated to hold the exhibits (see detailed report of
Homai Modi) .

In Udvada over 20 parsi properties have
been sold to non-parsis and high rise
buildings have been built.

In 2008 the total population of Udvada
is 7,000, of which there are only 120
parsis left with 100 of them being over
the age of 65!!!
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THE ZOROASTRIAN INFORMATION CENTRE IN UDVADA

Displays in the Zoroastrian Information
Centre. Photos Sarosh Daruwalla ,
Mazda Audio Lab.

New York Life - The Company You Keep®

They say nothing remains constant except change itself. At New York Life, we see
the world a little differently. The values with which we started, financial Strength in
our products, integrity and humanity in our dealings — remain the unshakable
foundation of the company.

+ Full Range of Insurance and Financial Products
% Life Insurance
+ Annuities: Deferred (fixed & Variable) & Immediate*
% Guaranteed lifetime Income Annuities*
% Long Term Care Insurance
% Retirement Income and Estate Planning
% Mutual Funds, 401K and IRA Roll-over*
“ Non-Qualified deferred Compensation and 529 Plans*
« Group Medical, Dental, Disability, Life, AD&D**

Rakesh Bansal, LUTCF Registered Representative for
Princeton, NJ 08540 NYLIFE Securities LLC.

Tel: 609-375-2046/2048 Park 80 West, Plaza One

Fax: 609-375-2637 Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
www.rakeshbansal.com Tel: 201-845-6900

Email:Rbansal@ft.newyorklife.com
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THE ZOROASTRIAN INFORMATION CENTRE IN UDVADA

A COMMUNITY HERITAGE

In 1991 as part of the year long Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations of the K. R. Cama Oriental Institute, a two
week exhibition called “Parasika” was held with the
Prince of Wales Museum of Western India, Mumbai, on
their premises. The exhibition was visited not only by
crowds of Bombayites but those from other cities and
countries as well, it portrayed the beginning of creation,
different dynasties of Persia, Zarathushtra’s teachings,
our coming to India, our “reet rivajes” (customs and
rituals) and outstanding contribution of Zarathushtis in the
national and international arena. There were at that time
several requests from Parsis and non-Parsis to make the
exhibition into a permanent one or even a traveling one.
However, the loaning of most artifacts from individuals,
fire temples, Institutions and libraries, made this
impossible for security and other reasons.

Therefore, when | was requested to work on a
permanent Information Centre at Udvada, even though
on a very much smaller scale, | was delighted and tried in
some ways to replicate the earlier exhibition. However,
the Trustees of the Foundation for Development of
Udvada (FDU) having purchased an old dilapidated
bungalow consisting of just a few small rooms which was
to be converted into an Information Centre, proved
challenging. We were greatly assisted by architects, Mr.
Pankaj Joshi and Mr. Jamshid Bhiwandiwalla who
identified the heritage structure and assisted with its
restoration and curation. After much thought we allocated
five rooms to include the following:-

Room - 1 : Portrayal of ancient dynasties — The
Pishdadian and Kayanian, Achaemenian, Parthian
and Sassanian. Aptly, this room also contains the life
of Firdausi and his monumental work - the
Shahname.

Room — 2 : Zarathushtra’s life and teachings. The tenets
of our religion, emergence of various customs and
portrayal of ceremonies such as the navjote, wedding
and death.

Room - 3 : This room replicates the Iransha. (All rooms
also hold varied exhibits such as the Jantar for kusti
weaving, Parsi dress wear of men, women and
children etc).

Room - 4 : As ‘Parasika’ had exhibited many old coins
and other memorabilia, this room showcases instead
the present excavations of the Bahrot caves, Sanjan,
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Mrs. Homai N. Modi

Trustee, Foundation for Development of Udvada

the journey of the Holy Iransha and the origin and
growth of Udvada.

Room -5: This room showcases how a miniscule Parsi
community which took refuge in India over 1300 years
ago, contributed immensely to nation building in
various fields. The contributions of a few such
personalites who were even acclaimed
internationally, find their home in this room though
many of importance have been unfortunately left out
due to constraints of space.On an upper floor, a library
has been set up to give more information through
books and audio/visual presentations. In the garden, a
quaint little cafeteria exists for Udvadaites and others
to sample Parsi delights while mingling with each
other and educating themselves, for there is no active
meeting place or club in Udvada for its residents.

It has been my experience when | ran the Young
Collegians’ Zoroastrian Association, that a meeting
ground for the young — and even not so young, often turns
into a ‘marital bureau’.

This Information Centre, | hope and pray, therefore
will bring not only more people to Udvada to have a
glimpse of it, but also develop Udvada by bringing back
Parsis to dwell here and give them opportunities of
earning and making a living, thus making it throb and
thrive once again. How can the Holiest of Holiest-the
Sacred Iransha dwell where its followers do not? This
was what motivated me to work for the Centre and this is
the miracle | hope to see in the years ahead. May it be
so even as | pray. Atha Jamyat Yatha Afrinami.

Mrs. Homai N. Modi is the'
Trustee & Joint  Honorary
Secretary, K. R. Cama Oriental
Institute , Co-President, Council
"‘- of World Religions for Peace,
, 2 Honorary Secretary, Indian Red
: K Cross Society, Maharashtra State
Branch and Bombay City Branch
and elected Member, National Managing Body, New
Delhi. In January 2007 she was awarded by the
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, New Delhi for
valuable contribution in expanding and strengthening
existing relations between India and Iran .
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THE ZOROASTRIAN INFORMATION CENTRE IN UDVADA

Noshir H. Dadrawala

The Zoroastrian Information Center (ZIC) which was
inaugurated on April 24th 2008 fulfills a long felt need in
the community to showcase the history, culture, religion
as also some of the unique custom and traditions of this
miniscule community. The life-size replica of the sanctum
sanctorum of Holy Iranshah will be of particular interest to
non-Zarathushtis.

Critics have often questioned the wisdom of
establishing ZIC in Udvada instead of Mumbai or some
other city. In my humble view Udvada is the right place to
have such a Centre. Who has the time to visit a museum

in Mumbai? On the other hand, in Udvada, once Parsi
families have paid homage to Iranshah they can spend a
relaxing evening or even the day at the ZIC’s library or at
the cafeteria in a sylvan and culturally rich atmosphere.
Besides,more Parsis from all over India and abroad visit
Udvada than any other place.
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The building (left) where ZIC is housed, is a beautiful
old-fashioned bungalow situated amid swaying palm and
other tress. Architect Jamshid Bhiwandiwala deserves full
credit for giving this structure a brand new look without
compromising its original charm.

The historical, cultural and religious information on
display is reliable and validated by leading scholars. It is
not yet all too comprehensive. However, one hopes that
over time the data, information and items on display will
continue to be augmented and updated.

My hearty congratulations to the trustees of the FDU
for this initiative. Full credit should also be given to the
Government of Gujarat and particularly Chief Minister Mr.
Narendra Modi for suggesting the idea of a Zoroastrian
Information Centre and backing it up with financial
support.

Photos of the building and banner courtesy
Rukshana Dastoor

Mr. Noshir H. Dadrawala is|
W CEO of the ‘Centre for
Advancement of Philanthropy’. He
has authored several books on
management and governance of
nonprofits in India. He has also
contributed research papers for the
Johns Hopkins and Harvard
Universities. He is regional
contributing editor of the ‘International Journal on Non-
profit Law’ and writes for several other journals and
publications. He also teaches at various Business
Schools and Social Science Institutes in India.
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Ancient India and Iran Trust Conference

‘Zoroastrians Past and Present’

By Jesse S. Palsetia, Assoc Prof, History,
University of Guelph

Group photo above from left to right:
Row 1: Mitra Sharafi (Univ.of Wisconsin), Maria

Macuch (Berlin), Simin Patel (SOAS), Dorab Mistry
(ZTFE), Heide Elfenbein (Cambridge).

Row 2: Aimut Hintze (SOAS), Leon Goldman
(SOAS), Bahman Moradian (SOAS), Bi Bo (SOAS),
Charlotte de Blois (Royal Asiatic Society, London)

Row 3: Shirin Dastur (Mumbai), Jamasp Dastur
(SOAS), Nicholas Sims-Williams (SOAS), Ursula
Sims-Wiilliams (British Library)

Row 4: Dastur Kaikhusroo M. JamaspAsa
(Mumbai), Helmut Humbach (Mainz), Bridget Allchin
(Cambridge), Jesse Palsetia (Guelph University)

Row 5: Francois de Blois (SOAS), Prods Oktor
Skjaervoe (Harvard), Jean Kellens (Paris), Raymond
Allchin (Cambridge), David Bivar (SOAS), Sir
Nicholas Barrington (Cambridge)

Row 6: Dan Sheffield (Harvard), the remaining
participants cannot be recognized on the picture
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On June 7 to 8, 2008 an academic conference was
held at Cambridge, UK organized by the Ancient India
and Iran Trust (AllIT) and its secretary, Dr Aimut Hintze
of the School of African and Oriental Studies (SOAS),
the University of London. The conference brought
together academics, scholars, notable Zarathushti
community leaders and members of the Zoroastrian
Trust Funds of Europe, and graduate students from
Britain, Europe, North America and India with interest in
Zoroastrian and Parsi studies. (see legend below for
photo on left)

The conference was to commemorate the thirtieth
anniversary of the AllT, and took place in the intimate
Victorian quarters of the AllT building at 23 Brooklands
Avenue, Cambridge, formerly the home of Sir Harold
Bailey. Sir Harold Bailey, Professor Joan van Lohuizen,
and Drs. Bridget and Raymond Allchin started the AlIT
as an independent educational charity to encourage the
study of the early civilizations and languages of the
Indian subcontinent, Iran, and Central Asia. The AlIT is
a jewel of Cambridge that houses a library of 28,000
scholarly works, many very rare, and provides a place
for conferences, public lectures, and study and
contemplation to scholars from around the world. The
conference provided the opportunity for a financial
appeal of £3.5 million for the long-term plan of the AlIT

r

Dastur K.M.JamaspAsa, daughtr Shirin Dastur
and son Jamasp Dastur

towards building an extension to the existing premises
that would provide for a much-needed larger lecture
room and space for the extensive manuscript and photo
archive of the trust. The AllT’s broader connections to
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Zoroastrian studies and the Zarathushti community
were highlighted with the ZTFE providing a donation of
£25,000 made possible by the Zartoshty brothers.

The conference was entitled ‘Zoroastrians Past
and Present’ and the lectures included topics on
Zoroastrianism, Iranian philology, and Parsi history. Six
sessions were held over the two days, and introduced
by Sir Nicholas Barrington, the former British High
Commissioner to Pakistan, Malcolm Deboo of the
ZTFE, Ursula Sims-Williams of the British Library, Dr. Bi
Bo, Francois de Blois, and Professor Nicholas Sims-
Williams, respectively.

DAY ONE Dorab Mistry, former President of the
ZTFE, eloquently noted the illustrious history of Parsis
in leadership capacities in various areas of endeavor in
the past, and made an appeal to Parsis to strive for
greater leadership roles in present-day politics.
Professor John Hinnells noted the considerable
accomplishments of Dadabhai Naoroji in Britain
between 1885 and 1905, and graduate student Dinyar
Patel provided a detailed account of M.K. Gandhi’s
complicated relationship with the Parsis of India.

In session 2, Dastur K.M. JamaspAsa noted the
state of Zoroastrian religious study in the past and the
present. Dasturji’s appeal for continuing scholarship in
Zoroastrian studies was aptly answered by the
scholarship of Professor Maria Macuch, who provided
new insights into property and law in the Pahlavi
marriage contract. Professor Mitra Sharafi brought her
legal and historical analysis to understanding the Parsi
Chief Matrimonial Court of Bombay between 1893 to
1929, and detailed patterns of Parsi use of the courts.

In session 3, Professor Jesse Palsetia elaborated
on the role of the Parsi businessman and philanthropist
Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy in the public culture of
nineteenth century Bombay. Khojeste Mistree provided
a passionate defense of the Zarathushti identity against
the acculturative influences Zarathushtis are adopting in
India and the diaspora. Graduate student Dan Sheffield
closed the first day’s presentations with a well-
researched analysis of the Parsi priest Mulla Firuz and
his place in Zarathushti history.

DAY TWO highlighted research on Zoroastrian
religious studies and Iranian philology.

In session 4, Professor Prods Oktor Skjaerva noted
the challenges faced in translating and understanding
concepts from the ancient Zoroastrian literature.
Graduate student Bahman Moradian provided an
informative account of the state of the Iranian
Zarathushtis and the daxme of Iran. Professor Jean
Kellens provided new analysis of the yasna ceremony.
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Session 5 began with Dr. Yuhan Vevaina providing
a masterful analysis of the Zoroastrian eschatology.
Graduate student Leon Goldman elaborated on the role
and function of females in religious life discernible from
the religious literature. Professor Helmut Humbach,
renowned for his translation of the Gathas of
Zarathushtra, provided an analysis of the Rabatak
inscription, a rock inscription written in the Bactrian
language and the Greek script, discovered in 1993 in

From left: Rusi Dalal, Paurushasp Jila, Dorab Mistry,

Nicholas Barrington, Bridget Alschin, Noshir Avari, and Almut
Hintze

Afghanistan, and which highlights the rule of the
Kushana king Kanishka and his use of regional
religious and royal symbolism. Dr. Elizabeth Tucker
provided an analysis of the Avestan phrase
fraspaiiaoxra, while Dr AImut Hintze provided an
analysis of the Avestan ‘ghost’ word auuah or ‘water’.

The AIIT conference presentations highlighted the
tremendous on-going scholarship and commitment to
Zoroastrianism, Zoroastrian literature, and the history of
the Parsis of India and the diaspora, and the
involvement of the Zarathushti community and
organizations such as the AlIT augur well for
Zoroastrian academic studies in the decades to come.

Donation of £25,000 presented by ZTFE on
behalf of Zartoshty Brothers to AlIT.

Photos courtesy Dr Almut Hintze
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A Weekend with Khojeste

Afreed Mistry

Zarathushtis of the Greater Toronto Area had the
pleasure of spending three eventful days with Khojeste
Mistree from May 24 to 26, 2008. On the first evening,
Khojeste talked on “Zoroastrianism, A Living Faith”
and followed it up with a slide-show on “A Pilgrimage
to Zoroastrian Iran,” at the University of Toronto
Mississauga (UTM) campus. About 250 people
attended the lecture, including local Parsi and Irani
Zarathushtis, Religious Studies Professor Raffaelli from
University of Toronto Mississauga, and even some
Zarathushtis from as far as British Columbia. There
was a very large representation from the youth, who
found Khojeste to be a very captivating and informative
speaker.

The theme of Khojeste’s talk stressed on daily
practices in Zoroastrianism, which enable us to live a
good Zarathushti life. The highlight of his talk was
when he pulled out a kushti and proceeded to
demonstrate to the audience, the correct way of tying
and untying the kushti. He mentioned that the kushti is
actually tubular (hollow) and serves as protection from
evil. The act of untying and re-tying the kushti signifies
re-affirming one’s faith and devotion to the Zarathushti
religion. Many in the audience were very thankful for
being shown the correct procedure, and committed
themselves to do the kushti thenceforth in the right
manner.

The slide-show was very detailed and extremely
interesting. Khojeste explained every slide in great
depth and captivated the audience with numerous
anecdotes associated with his travels to Iran. There
were slides of the major religious and historic places in
Iran including the Persepolis ruins, Cyrus’ tomb, and
Naksh-e-Rustom. He regaled the audience with many
stories from the various trips he has made to Iran.
Some stories had very spiritual themes which sounded
very intriguing and gave “goose bumps” to many in the
audience. Khojeste has been organizing trips to Iran
from Mumbai twice a year, for many years, and there
was a great deal of interest and zeal shown by many
Zarathushtis, especially the youth, in visiting Iran and
India.

Following the slide-show, there was ample
opportunity for asking questions but as always, there
were more questions than there were hours left in the
evening. Despite Khojeste’s reiteration that it was not
his intention to create any controversy, there were
several questions asked on some controversial issues,
which were very pragmatically answered by Khojeste.
He mentioned that (Parsi/lrani) ethnicity is very
important and an integral part of the Zarathushti
religion, and efforts should be made to improve the
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quality, rather than quantity, of Zarathushtis. He
observed that traditional Zarathushtis and the neo-
Zarathushtis could both exist in their own parallel tracks
of practising the religion, without one infringing on the
other, and it would be interesting to see which group
would stand the test of time. Khojeste’s talk has been
recorded and the DVD will soon be available for
purchase.

Khojeste further shared his insights and knowledge
on the Zoroastrian religion with a smaller group of
Zarathushtis on the second evening, over dinner at a
local Greek restaurant in Toronto. Various topics were
discussed, many with vocal enthusiasm, leaving those
present with an insatiable thirst for more information. In
addition to getting further questions answered, the third
evening offered a very inspiring and spiritual experience
to those who attended a demonstration by Khojeste on
Zoroastrian meditation.

Here is what some of the attendees had to say —

| wish to express my sincere thanks to...all the
people who helped in organising last night's event!
Indeed, the power point presentation (Iran slide-show)
given by Khojeste was very inspiring! It is my wish
and desire that someday | will be able to go on a
pilgrimage of Zoroastrian Iran, led by Khojeste.

....last evening was a real treat!

*

Best wishes, Niloufer Irani

*

Thank you so much!!

Please let’s have this more often as we can all benefit
from such wisdom, especially from someone who is
so down to earth and well-spoken.

Love and blessings, Khushnam, Freyana and Shahnaz.
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Khojeste Mistree, M.A. (Oxon.), F.C.A., is a Fellow
of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and
Wales, and also holds an Honours degree in Oriental
Studies from the University of Oxford. In 1979, he co-
founded Zoroastrian Studies — a registered, not-for-
profit, public charitable Trust in Mumbai, with the primary
objective of disseminating religious knowledge to adults
and children. He is also co-founder of the World
Alliance of Parsi and Irani Zarthoshtis (WAPIZ) — an
organization that was formed in 2005 to uphold the
voice of tradition in religious and cultural matters.

Khojeste is married with two children. He is the
author of “Zoroastrianism - An Ethnic Perspective” a
popular book on the Zarathushti religion and a
handbook for educating adults and children. He also co-
edited “Zoroastrian Tapestry — Art, Religion & Culture’,
with his wife, Firoza, who is an enthusiastic partner in all
of Khojeste’s religious works and activities.

Afreed B. Mistry has
been an active member of
FEZANA since 1999. She
was the ZYNA Co-Chair
from 2003-2006 and Co-
Chair of the very
successful neXus 2003
Youth Congress held in
Toronto and with over 400
youth attending the
congress, it was the largest
attended youth congress in North America.

Afreed enjoys studying about the Zarathushti religion in
her spare time and has attended numerous lectures
and congresses over the years. She has been a
religion class teacher for 15 years in Ontario and in
2007 she was the recipient of the Shehnaz Munshi
“Award for outstanding teacher”

ZS0 Religion Class Retreat 2008
Reported by Karina Tarapore

Although much concern is expressed in the Zarathushti community over the possible extinction of the faith, the
young people of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario banded together on the weekend of May 17th 2008 to prove that
the Zoroastrian community is alive now more than ever. Maybe it's time that Zoroastrians around the world ask
themselves whether they are more concerned about the quantity rather than the quality of the individuals within their
faith. A few weeks ago, the ZSO Religious Class team, spearheaded by its chair, Mr. Daraius M. Bharucha, organized
their second overnight retreat at the Meherban Guiv Darbe Meher (MGDM) for the graduating class of 2008. The
retreat and leadership camp is the brainchild of Mr. Bharucha, giving youth a space to feel secure in expressing their

Team Leaders engaged in pyramid building

activity

this community.
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thoughts about their faith, exercising their leadership skills
as well as spending time with other young members of
their community. The demographics of the group ranged
from encompassing graduates as young as 14 to volunteer
leaders aged 23. In total there were 40 participants at the
retreat.

On the agenda were activities involving team problem

b solving, group discussions regarding world poverty and

information sessions on Zarathushti rituals and Persian
history.

The group also participated in various games, sports
and evening bonfires. Although there was a difference in
ages amongst the attendees and the volunteers, the entire
group found common ground, to bond and learn together,
creating an extremely inspirational vision for the future of
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One of the primary goals of the retreat was not only to
educate the younger members of the community on
aspects of our faith, but to mould this generation into
leaders of the highest caliber, that the Zarathushti
community as a whole can be proud of. Graduates of the
ZSO0 religious class team may be the younger members of
the Parsi/lrani Zarathushti community today but are also the
leaders of tomorrow.

The tremendous response and feedback received from
the participants was encouraging for the organizers and a
definite motivation for the arrangement of future events.
Participants gained profound insight from Mr. Daraius M.
Bharucha on an array of Zarathushti rituals and were
exposed to the magnificent history surrounding the once
phenomenal Persian Empire. Aside from the religious

Group bonfire by the MGDM Creek

(4

aspect of the retreat, organizers also felt it important to
present the youth with the chance to develop leadership

8 skills, which they will take away with them and use in every

facet of their life. However, the most overwhelmingly
moving event was the gathering of young minds, to discuss
and brainstorm causes and solutions to the devastating

® poverty that exists around the world, and the realization by
b all individuals present, that united, young or old, a small

contribution can bring about change in a big way.
The relationships made during the retreat, not only

| between participants, but between facilitators as well as

volunteers, exemplified the tremendous vibrancy and vitality
of the Zarathushti faith. If one were to witness the collection
of youth that entered the Darbe Meher and the young adults
who left the following day, the fears of the diminishment of
the Zarathushti faith would quickly be replaced by a sense

of pride in viewing a future group of strong, capable and
intellectually sound leaders. If the youth arming themselves
with knowledge and resources about their faith and
different aspects and learning to use that knowledge in a
wise and harmonious manner for the future benefit of the
community at large, is not truly Zarathushti, then | submit to

you, what is?
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Karina Tarapore, age 21,
recently graduated with a
degree in Business
~ Administration and is currently
. completing a second degree in
Political Science, both from
York University. Karina aspires to one day pursue a career in law, and is currently
working for Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto. She is involved in several aspects

of the Zarathushti community in Ontario, including the ZSO religious classes, as well
as in coordinating other youth and social events. Karina resides in Toronto, with her parents Khushro and

Gulshan Tarapore, and her younger sister Zenia.
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Farishta Murzban Dinshaw have been reserved for another time. | am also conscious
of the few Irani Zarathushti voices, but the overwhelming
presence in Karachi was, and is, that of those who trace
their roots to India and is, therefore, reflected in these
pages. Although a significant number of Parsis settled in
Karachi, other cities like Lahore, Multan and Quetta also
had Parsi communities. Their stories need to be told as

One’s identity is a mishmash of history and
geography, biology and literature, language and religion.
The same can be said for any city. It too breathes and
changes and grows, influenced by the people who live in
it, who love it, and sometimes despair over it. This edition
of FEZANA explores how a community, the Parsis , and a

city, Karachi, exist together in a symbiotic relationship. well.

| am a proud Zarathushti, and a bred-in-the-bones | would like to dedicate this issue in memory of
Karachiite so it has been a pleasure to collate stories by Virasp Mehta (1925 — 2008), a teacher and a friend,
different people highlighting the best of the community and a treasured member of our community in
and the city. As far as possible, | have left the pieces Karachi.

“nllr“!! .’."
Karachi:Sto ,nr I the City by

KATRAK BANDSTAND, GLIFTON the sea
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unedited to showcase the individuality of the writers’

voices, quirks, colloquialisms and all. There are several i Farishta Murzban

history books that feature Parsi contribution to Karachi, Dinshaw was born in Karachi,

such as Karachi during the British Era: Two Histories of a Pakistan. At fifteen, she began

Modern City (Oxford University Press, 2007), and The volunteering at the Friday

Karachi Zoroastrian Calendar: A Record of Important School for Little Zarathushtis,

Events in the Growth of the Parsi Community in Karachi and continued to organize activities for

(Punthakey, 1989) so it seemed redundant to regurgitate children till she left for Toronto, Canada, in 2001.

the facts. Historic information has been included only to Discovering Ashavan, her novel about a young boy

establish context. The other stories have been organized | befriended by Asho Zarathushtra, was published in

using a spatial-social lens, using individual memories to 2000, and all proceeds from its sale were donated to

illustrate Parsi presence in public, private, and personal the Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal for education

spaces in Karachi. Interestingly, many social experiences projects. She is a frequent contributor to FEZANA

and references to places run through as a thread in the Journal and Hamazor, and has presented papers on

different stories testifying to the close-knit lifestyle of the Zarathushti heritage and religion at several

community. There is also a feature from the perspective of | international congresses, including the World’s

‘outsiders” looking in at the community. Religions after September 11 Congress held in
There are many stories still left to tell — the building of | Montreal in 2006.

the dokhma; the establishment of the Parsi Panchayat; Farishta works with immigrant and ethno cultural

the contribution of the Ankleserias, the Cowasjees, the communities in southern Ontario to educate them

Minwallas, the Rajkotwalas and other illustrious families; about family violence prevention, and trains

and more contemporary stories about the Zoroastrian mainstream service providers to respond to violence

Youth Association; Shalimar café’s batasas and wine survivors with culturally-appropriate services. She is

biscuits; the band Rockstock 75 who were the staple of also affiliated with the MA in Immigration and

navjotes and weddings in the 70s and 80s — but they Settlement Studies program at Ryerson University.
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A TALE OF TWO CITIES IN ONE

Farishta Murzban Dinshaw

As a multicultural trading post, Karachi had evolved
around bazaars [markets], mosques, and temples, with
commercial and residential areas intersecting each other.
After the British took over Karachi in 1839, they
established a military cantonment, and native residents
were not allowed free access to the ‘white’ areas. The
British segregated themselves from the indigenous
population in order to maintain the distance between the
ruler and the ruled. This divide significantly affected the
spatial character of Karachi, giving rise to a “dual city”
(Lari & Lari, 1996).

The Parsis were able to cross this divide because they
adapted their language and lifestyle to British norms.
Luhrman, (1996) writes of this era: “Parsis had power and
success at the height of the Raj, and both the means to
achieve that power and the consequence of it, they
identified themselves as like the British and unlike their
Hindu countrymen.” (p99). Unfortunately, in the post-
colonial setting in Pakistan, this served to disaffect them.
Although Mohammad Ali Jinnah declared in his speech to
the Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947, “You may
belong to any religion or caste or creed, there is no
discrimination between one community and another. We
are starting with this fundamental principle that we are
citizens of one state.” (www.pakistani.org), the reality that
succeeded him was that in 1956, Pakistan became an
Islamic republic.

For Parsis of Karachi, the concept of the “dual city”
took on new meaning as they sought a new space for
themselves. In the face of increasing Islamic fervor, their
small numbers fuelled the need to carve out a safe, private
space for themselves, living in walled colonies, and
promoting exclusive socializing. This self-imposed
insularity has its advantages and disadvantages. It has

Empress Market, photo British Library
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kept the community identity strong and unified, and
safeguarded them by keeping them under the radar of
extremists, but it has also hindered integration.
Furthermore, a remnant of British-influenced superiority
has kept them apart from the local lifestyle, intensifying the
community’s own perception of themselves as different
from mainstream society. External influences have
exacerbated the situation. The momentum acquired by
fundamentalism has served to confirm their feeling of
‘Otherness’. For instance, franchise rights are limited for
non-Muslims who can only elect a representative to the
Parliament. Parsis also find themselves excluded in less
overt ways; by an Islam-slanted school curriculum, at
times of promotion, in having their patriotism viewed with
suspicion. A cumulative effect of this has led to an exodus
of Parsis to secular and politically-stable countries in the
West. The present community largely comprises seniors,
giving rise to the prediction that the community will soon
disappear. Fortunately, Parsi contributions to the city,
which once made Karachi the “Pearl of the East”, will
survive as a legacy of their philanthropy and vision.

REFERENCES
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Zoroastrian Calendar: A Record of Important Events in the
Growth of the Parsi Community in Karachi. Karachi:
Framroze Homee Puntahkey.
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COMING TO KARACHI

In 1843, the province of Sindh was annexed into the
British Empire, and Charles Napier, the first governor of
Sindh, transferred the regional capital from Hyderabad to
Karachi. The British established military cantonments
outside the town limits. Napier recognized the potential of
the harbor to make Karachi a free port. He built a
lighthouse at Manora Point, and widened the entrance to
the harbor, constructed docks, and connected the island of
Keamari to Karachi with a bridge that was named after
him. After the British takeover, many Parsis took the
opportunity for trade in the new army cantonment to settle
in this part of the world.

KURACHEE HARBOUR,

On THE COAST OF SINDE.
LIEUT™ T G.CARL ESS s sty

Many of the current Parsi families living in Karachi can
trace their roots to the first settlers. Several Parsi
surnames — Contractor, Commissariat, Cooper — evolved
from association with the British army during the Afghan
War, others because of their professions. Hormas;ji
Pestonji Shroff, who migrated in 1852, started a dubash
[interpreter] business in Karachi. (Dubash is derived from
two words, ‘du’ meaning two, and ‘bhasha” meaning
language). Jamshedji Rustamji Ghadyali came as the first
Parsi watchmaker. Afterwards he changed his vocation
and opened a liquor shop, probably because there were
more drinkers than watch owners, but the surname
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remained. Byramiji Edulji began~!
his career as a purchase officer in :
the police force and then became a Police Collector, and
adopted the surname ‘Collector’ which is still carried on by
his family.

Until 1844, the Parsis in Karachi were migrants who
had left their homes in other parts of India to try their luck
in the new boomtown. Horumusji Dadabhai Ghadialy
foresaw future prospects and built his own house in
Saddar and, with it the foundations of a permanent Parsi
community in Karachi.

A BRITISHER’S ACCOUNT

In 1890, Alexander Baillie wrote in his book
Kurrachee; Past, Present and Future (Pakistan Herald
Publications Pvt. Ltd, 2005): “The number of Parsis
residing in the town by no means represents their
importance as factors of trade and commerce of the port.
The community is not large throughout the country, and is
said not to exceed a quarter of a million, but that body is
compact and entirely self-supporting. There are no Parsi
beggars, and there are no Parsi women of bad character.
They are extremely charitable; they not only look after
their own poor, but they raise a fund for paying the
capitation tax levied on their co-religionists in Persia. They
are clever at languages, and have a wondrous power of
collecting information from all parts of the world. A Parsi
in his office at Bombay probably knows more about the
current opinions of Muhammadans and Hindus in India
and its neighbor countries, then all our commissioners and
collectors, put together, and could forecast what is likely to
occur with much greater nicety, then our combined
intelligence departments...Endowed with great quickness
of perception, and animated with an insatiable desire to
acquire wealth, which, however, they dispense freely, it is
charged against them that they strike extremely hard
bargains. Their commercial success is certainly well
deserved, for they display an amount of energy and
activity, which is seldom exceeded by Europeans...The
number of Parsis in Karachi does not exceed 1000 but
among them are to be found many cultivated gentlemen of
great wealth and keen intellect, exceedingly charitable
and patriotic, in the sense that they are always ready and
anxious to develop, and benefit the town in which they
reside, and in which their interest are concentrated.”

CHARITY AND SERVICE

The charitable nature of the Parsi mentioned by Baillie
was amply illustrated in their community service. As the
population of Karachi grew, one of the severest problems
that came with the growth was water shortage. People
who could afford it, had wells dug on their property; others
had to walk long distances to fill water in pitchers from
community troughs. On 1 January 1861, Navajbai, widow
of Dadabhai Shapurji Kothari had a well dug at Rattan
Tallao for the exclusive use of the Parsi community. Later,
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in 1869, public spirited Shapurji Soparivala had another
well dug near Rattan Tallao for public use and handed it
over to the municipality. In 1865, when Karachi suffered
floods, with 20 inches of rain falling in six hours, a cholera
epidemic spread through the town. Parsis once again rose
to the occasion distributing clothes, food and medicine to
the people of Karachi. One Parsi who stands out for
philanthropy bordering on eccentricity was Hormusji
Sohrabji Kothari, a prosperous contractor for the army. He
supplied free sherry and champagne to cholera victims. It
is not entirely surprising that the incentive was sufficient
for some to fake the sickness!

Parsi presence in Karachi continued to grow in the
twentieth century. The community gave rise to one of
Karachi’'s most distinguished leaders, Jamshed
Nusserwanjee Mehta, who has the unique distinction of
being elected the Mayor of Karachi for twelve consecutive
years, and is fondly remembered as the “Maker of Modern
Karachi”.

Information in this article is extracted from “Beyond Compare -- Parsi Pioneers of Karachi” previously posted in 2005 by

Farishta Murzban Dinshaw on www.vohuman.org.

SECTION I: PUBLIC SPACE

This section highlights the stamp Parsis have left on
Karachi’s cityscape. Schools, hospitals, hotels bearing
Parsi names are common in the older parts of the city
where they reside. These articles describe important
landmarks, and the stories and memories behind them.

TRIBUTES IN STONE

This feature depicts some of the major landmarks in
Karachi testifying to Parsi presence in the city over a
span of more than a hundred years, and which transcend
Parsi identity to be symbolic of every Karachiite’s identity.

1882 - EDULJEE DINSHAW DISPENSARY

One of the leading names in nineteenth century
Karachi was that of Edulji Dinshaw. He began as a

trader; subsequently he invested in real estate and
became a major land owner. His family is noted for many
charitable foundations, but particularly in health care,
with dispensaries established in 1882, 1887 and 1903, at
a time when epidemics were common. The Edulji
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Dinshaw Dispensary, which opened in 1882, still stands
in the heart of the city. He was also by far the largest
donor of the Lady Dufferin Hospital founded in 1894, and
still a major hospital in the city.

1924 - NADIRSHAW EDULJI DINSHAW (NED)
UNIVERSITY OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

In 1921, to commemorate a visit to Karachi by the
Prince of Wales an engineering college
was founded in his name, but was
renamed NED Engineering College
in 1924 in honour of the substantial
donations gifted by philanthropist
Nadirshaw Edulji Dinshaw. In 1977,
it was granted university status, and
it currently offers graduate and post-
graduate degrees in eighteen engineering disciplines as
well as non-engineering disciplines like architecture,
computer science, and mathematics. The campus is
spread over 95 acres and its facilities include a central
library with more than 95,000 books, a 600-seat
auditorium, student hostels, a medical centre, mosque,
cafeterias, gymnasium and a cricket/football ground.

1926 - BANDSTAND AND KOTHARI PARADE

The Bandstand, with its elliptical dome and housing
an octagonal seat, is one of the most recognizable
landmarks in Karachi. It was built by Sir Kavasji Hormus;ji
Katrak in 1926 and donated to the city of Karachi. It is
built of pink Jodhpur sandstone, and is part of the
Jehangir Kothari Parade at Clifton beach so called
because the land on which the gardens and pier were
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built was gifted by Jehangir Kothari. The foundation
stone was laid by the Governor of Bombay, Sir George
Lloyd on 10 February, 1919, and formally opened by
Lady Lloyd on 5 January, 1920. The terraced Parade
flanked by green lawns leads down to the Arabian Sea,
and is a popular place for families to spend their summer
evenings. In 2007, the Parade was incorporated as part
of the newly developed 130-acre Bagh-e-Qasim [Qasim
Gardens] by the Clifton Beach Development Project.(see
page 49 for Houston Connection)

p—

1970s - TEEN TALWAR MONUMENT

The Teen Talwar [Three Swords] is one of Karachi’s
most well known landmarks. It was commissioned by
Pakistan's former President and Prime Minister, Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto to depict Pakistan Peoples Party's electoral
symbol, the sword. In an interesting paradox, the three,
white, marble swords are inscribed with Mohammad Ali
Jinnah's slogan promoting peace and democracy -
Unity, Faith and Discipline. Designed by Minoo
Pirojshah ‘Dada’ Mistri it was chosen out of over 400
entries. Minoo Mistri’'s work includes Capitol Cinema,
Rio Cinema, Paradise Cinema, the police headquarters
on |. I. Chundrigar Road, and the
Theosophical Hall.

1985 - AVARI TOWERS

At one time the tallest building in
Karachi, this 22-storey hotel is one of the
two hotels in the city owned and operated
by the Avari family. [Turn to page xxx for a
story on Beach Luxury Hotel]. The neon
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yacht on the side of the
building commemorates
the gold medals won by
Goshpi and Byram Avari
for yachting at the

s e

W it T
m==emsiila,

1978 Asian Games
in Bangkok, and again at
the 1982 Asian Games in
New Delhi.

NUSSERWANJEE BUILDING, INDUS VALLEY
SCHOOL OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE

The Nusserwanjee Building was first constructed in
1903 by Nusserwanjee Rustomji Mehta, whose son
Jamshed went on to become the first Mayor of Karachi.

“First constructed” because a hundred years later, it was
relocated and reconstructed at a new site as part of the
Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture campus.
When built originally, it was a prosperous trading and
manufacturing enterprise, but after years of neglect it
was destined to be demolished. In 1991 a group of
professional designers and architects decided to
undertake a unique project of relocating it to their
campus in Clifton and reconstructing it stone-by-stone.
The reasons behind this project were to provide an
innovative, hands-on, once-in-a-lifetime experience to
the faculty and students in the area of architectural
conservation, and to pay homage to Jamshed
Nussewanjee Mehta for his role in making Karachi “Pearl
of the East”. This was a monumental undertaking when
you imagine the logistics of breaking down a building,

cataloguing each brick, transporting the stones, and
exactly rebuilding it according to the original plans.
Incredibly, only 50 stones were damaged in the move.

Information and photographs from various electronic
sources. Avari Towers and logo courtesy Dinshaw Avari

39



40

| i

L]
- R e

The Bai Gulbai Nusserwanji Mehta Parsi Maternity Home, Garden Road,
Karachi.
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THE BEST YEARS OF MY LIFE

Bai Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi High School,
popularly referred to as BVS, is a prestigious school

. The BVP High School Photo Afshad Mistry

BVS 1873 Photo British Library 1

boasting alumni in all walks of life. A centenary volume
(1859-1959) of “The Virbaijeeite”, the school magazine,
states that it started in 1859 as an elementary school for
both boys and girls. In 1870, Shapurji H. Soparivala
offered his spacious house, to accommodate the school.
It was renamed Parsi Virbaiji School in memory of his
beloved wife, who had died a year earlier. The opening
ceremony was performed by Sir William Mereweather,
the Commissioner of Sindh. In 1904, Virbaiji and
Shapurji’s eldest son Seth Khurshed;i laid the foundation
stone of the present school building, which was
completed in 1906. Afshad Minoo Mistri, a descendant
of Virbaiji and Shapurji, reminisces about his school
days.

The best part of growing up

in Karachi was spending thirteen o

years of my youth at Bai Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi H|gh

School. | have a very special relationship with the school
as | am the great- great-grandson of Seth Shapurji
Soprivala, who founded the first Parsi school in Karachi
in 1859. During my school years | had the added
privilege of being the son of the Principal, Deena Mistri
(1). As one can imagine, this came with the added
pressure of constantly having to do my best.

My early memories of BVS started in Montessori
class where we typically spent three years of our pre-
school years. Throughout the school years, the Parsi
teachers that we had were gentle, loving and
disciplined educators. Mehershi [Dubash] aunty was
fond of playing her piano and singing songs, Ms.
[Daulat] Mullah lovingly taught religious classes, and
Mr. [Mehrwaniji] Irani was thoroughly committed to
teaching us technical drawing. These, and many other
brilliant teachers, have made me who | am today. | truly
feel that the traditional manner in which we were

BVS 1873 classroom Photo British Library

brought up at the BVS could not have taken place at
any other school in Pakistan.

Being Parsi at BVS meant more than studying
academic subjects. We were taught how to read and
write Gujarati from Grades 1 to 5 by Mrs. [Meetha]
Boatwalla, so we grew up learning three languages:
English, which was the medium of instruction; Urdu,
which is our national language and was taught as a
second language; and Gujarati. Annual Gujarati
elocution competitions held at Katrak Hall were always
invigorating and fun, with students from our sister school,
Mama Parsi Girls’ Secondary School, also participating.
We also learned our Zarathushti prayers in school and
had regular Hamkara prayers in the assembly hall with
the scent of sukhar and loban [sandalwood and incense]
filling the morning air.

(1) Deena Mistri is the great-granddaughter of the school’s founder and recipient of the President’s Pride of Performance Award, 2001 for her

services in the field of education.
FEZANA JOURNAL —Fall 2008
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Navroze was the best time of the year for Parsi boys
who participated in the school band. The day would start
at 4 a.m. at school where we would pick up our
equipment and we would hit the first bagh for our yearly
performance by 5 a.m. Many of the Parsi boys who grew
up in Karachi will never forget those days; the popular
BVS band tunes, celebrating daybreak on Navroze
morning with friends, eating treats - sev, ravo, dahi,
falooda - offered to us by the residents of the baghs and
houses we visited. These memories will stay with me
forever.

Afshad Mistri moved to
the USA in 1982, and
graduated with a B.S. degree
in Computer Science from the
University of Houston.
Currently, he is employed at
Apple Inc. in Cupertino. He
resides in the Bay Area with
his wife Meher and two
children, Tasha and Jamsheed. Afshad created
the school alumni site www.bvsvirbaijeeites.com

AND SO WE MARCHED ON TO KNOWLEDGE

The Mama Parsi Girls' Secondary School officially
separated from Bai Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi High
School in 1918 as more and more girls were enrolled in
school, and many Parsi families expressed a need for a
separate girls’ school. Till 1943, the school was open
only to Parsi girls, catering to approximately 200 pupils.
After Partition, at the request of Mohammad Ali Jinnah,
the doors were opened to students from other
communities. Maheen A. Rashdi was a student at the
school from 1977 to 1982. A renowned journalist in
Pakistan, she shares her memories of going to a “Parsi
school.

9

Mama Parsi Girls’ Secondary School 1925

In school, | belonged to Dinshaw House (1), whose
motto said, ‘Faith’ [Per fidem]. And that is one lesson
learnt in school that | have desperately held on to in all
tribulations that life has put in my way. While it might be

clichéd to say that my school taught me a lot, | cannot
help it when my voice rises on a note of pride even now
when | tell people that | studied at Mama School. Why it
is so, | really cannot say. It is not that | was an ace
student — far from it! But | knew that | was looked upon
with a bit of awe amongst my cousins just because | was
enrolled in a “Parsi” school. Mama School’s edifice to this
day seems palatial to me, and in those days it was
actually visible from the road, not hidden behind the
traffic and smog that dominates the downtown landscape
now. The building, which in my mind’s eye conjures up a
vision of hallowed space, became a school in April of
1925 when the first cohort of young Mamaians sat for
their first academic lessons in the present building. The
school’s documented history notes that the Zarathushti
residents of Karachi, through donations and
subscriptions, opened a balak shala [house of children]
on 23 May 1859. Managed and cherished by Seth
Shapurji Hormusji Soparivala and Seth Pestonji Byramiji
Kotwal, this institution went on to become Bai Virbaijee
Soparivala Parsi High School. Parsi girls continued
receiving elementary education at BVS, but when the
requirement for a separate school for Parsi girls
became a matter of great importance to the community,
the founding fathers of the school, Khan Bahadur
Ardeshir Hormusji Mama, Nowroji Nusserwaniji Pochaiji,
and Seth Edulji Dinshaw pooled their efforts and
resources to construct a school building for Parsi girls.
At first the new Parsi girls' school was shifted to Mama
Mansion. The construction of the present school
building was started in 1920 and completed in 1925.

The magnificent Mama School building, however, did
not just add to the scenic landscape of Karachi. The
principles and standards taught within the walls created a

(1) The School Houses were named after Khan Bahadur Ardeshir Hormusji Mama, Nowroji Nusserwanji Pochaji, Seth Edulji Dinshaw, and Khan

Bahadur Sheriarji Dadabhoy Contractor
42
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breed of women who, to this day, stand apart from the
crass social strata which weighs a person’s worth in
dollars and cents. When | was in school, the Mamaians
were above social disparity. Girls from affluent families
mingled and bonded with life-long friendships with fellow
Mamaians from less privileged families. No one
discussed their father’s luxury cars or bragged about
where they lived. We were taught that boasting was a
tacky trait. The messages of humility, faith, charity, and
discipline were so thoroughly ingrained in us that my
adult decisions became shaped on those principles.

LIFE AFTER SCHOOL

Most of my group went on to pursue professions and
made a mark as doctors, teachers, and bankers. | ended
up becoming a journalist. While there have been times in
my professional capacity when | was covertly asked by
the powers that be to circumvent the truth, steeped in the
ideals of integrity and justice from my school days | have
never opted to stand down from my moral high ground,

despite my mother’s

Maheen A. Rashdi is |
a journalist with DAWN,
Pakistan’s largest
circulating English daily.
She has worked with the
f"' International Federation of
¥ Journalists (IFJ) on

conflict and gender
sensitive reporting. She compiled and edited the
South Asia Press Freedom Report, 2007. She
currently resides in Toronto where she freelances
for the Toronto Sun and continues to write for
DAWN.
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nightmare that | would one day be
beaten up by those who do not share
my ideals! | give complete credit to my
early education at Mama School for all
my triumphs. Most of all, | cherish Ms.
Zarin Mavalvala’s instruction of the
English language, which still serves
me in good stead when working as an
editor.

And no matter how many good
friends | have collected during my
adult years, anticipation of our bi-
annual lunch meeting with my group
of school friends still excites me. We
still meet on the same level — no one
boasts of rich husbands, new houses, or flashes
diamonds the size of rocks. Most of the conversation is
nostalgic and we inevitably end up remembering the
dread of “minus marks” which, like Damocles’ sword,
would be ever present to make note of our lapses in
school protocol as when | defiantly put mehendi [henna]
on my hands at my aunt’s wedding. Or when the one day
| had sneaked in with a nail polish on my toes, | ended
up having to take off my shoes and socks during a
surprise cleanliness check! What are the chances of that
happening in another school? Now when we reminisce
about our school days, there is a hint of sadness in the
nostalgia. Those times seem abundantly joyous, a world
so carefree and safe that it is impossible to recreate in
this day and age. Not only in terms of our having moved
on in age and experience, but also in the context of
wholesome school environments where emphasis was
on manners and morals, not materialism and
pretensions. It is my hope that the Parsi gentlemen who
established Mama School realized what a great service
they were doing to so many generations of young girls,
who hopefully have gone on to teach their children the
same values.
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THE GOLDEN SPOON

Dinshaw Byram Avari represents the third generation
of hoteliers that have contributed to Karachi’s landscape in
a significant way. Their hotels, Beach Luxury Hotel and
Avari Towers, have provided a backdrop for weddings,
conferences, and concerts for more than half a century.

F
B < i

My late grandfather, Dinshaw B. Avari, after whom | am
named, grew up as an orphan, but went on to build a
successful hotel business, which now spans three
countries. Whatever we are today is because he made
something of himself. He would often remind his son, my
father Byram, that he was born with a ‘silver spoon’ in his
mouth and we, his grandchildren, with a ‘golden spoon’,
but that our roots have humble beginning and that we
should never forget this. My family’s outlook of life, work,
and relationships is framed around my grandfather’s
background and guiding principles of diligence, honesty,
and looking after the needs of others, accompanied with
an unflinching and unqualified faith in Ahura Mazda.

The family business started in 1944 with Bristol Hotel,
followed in 1948 by Beach Luxury Hotel, which was to
become the flagship hotel. At that time, the Beach Luxury
Hotel was located far outside the city centre. My family
has seen the area around Beach Luxury develop from a
place where even the dogs would not venture to one of
the most expensive real estate areas of Karachi.

Khorshed Villa, our family home named after my
grandmother, is adjacent to Beach Luxury. Daddy learnt to
swim in Chinna Creek, which Beach Luxury overlooks. I, as
well as my younger brother Xerxes and sister Zeena, were
born here; played here, had our navjotes and weddings
here, and continue to live here. This is where it all started,
this is where are roots are grounded.
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| remember growing up during a time when we did not
need gates or security guards. This was till the early ‘90s,
but after our house was attacked a couple of times, we had
to raise the walls around our house, and put up security
fences. But in the ‘70s, we had carefree days of running

across the lawns of the hotel, and trying to sneak a peek
into the Christmas and New Years Eve Balls and cabaret
shows — unsuccessfully! We even used to sail in Chinna
Creek, which was cleaner then it is now. We never misused
our privilege. Some people think that just because we own

- Casbah, seafood restaurant.

— —
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the hotel, we daily order food from there. From time to time,
we do have dinner at the hotel restaurants, but mostly we
eat at home. As children, | remember, we once decided to
stay at the hotel over a weekend, but it was a weekend
treat as if we were on a holiday.

(Photos courtesy Dinshaw Avari )
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SURVIVING TURBULENT TIMES

The Beach Luxury Hotel has seen several
momentous eras - martial law, prohibition, wars. During
the war with India in 1971, Beach Luxury was affected
because foreigners were evacuated from Pakistan. Our
family was also advised to move because we lived so
close to the port. However, our family preferred to stay
because we were responsible for more than just our
home, we had to take care of the hotel. | remember
cowering under the stairs for protection during those days,
and even our mattresses were moved down. | remember
the loud noise of the bombing because the oil tankers
being bombed were docked at Keamari only five
kilometres away. Later, in 1977, when Prohibition was
imposed and night clubs were closed down, hotels
suffered from a loss of business, but we did not retrench
any staff. Subsequently, during the Martial Law imposed by
Yahya Khan the same year, Prohibition was waived for
foreigners and non-Muslims, and they were issued permits
for purchases of liquor by the Excise Department.

Our family has always had towering ambitions and now
that | have joined the family business, | better understand
the challenges of running a business which is ALL about
human relations — whether it is dealing with staff, peers,
managers, or guests. No two instances are ever the same
so when faced with ‘relation’ issues, you have to go by gut-
feeling, by what is right, by what is humane, and by what
makes economic sense. Everything needs to be factored
into it. One of our other challenges is finding qualified
workers for renovations and construction. The lobby
renovations at our Lahore hotel was held up for a
considerable time until my brother, Xerxes, personally
supervised the renovations. The same is true for the lobby
of Avari Towers, Karachi, which is finally ready to open to
the public after two years. Our business is to run hotels, not
supervise construction, but the local conditions force us to
get involved in things that are not in our sphere. But there
are many rewarding moments that compensate; to know we
treat our staff and guests well and that we help scores of
families to have memories of their navjotes, parties, and

KOTHARI PARADE AND A HOUSTON CONNECTION

The Houston connection? In August 2006
this beautiful silver scroll on a wooden stand
given to Kothari, in 1927 from the Anjuman
of Banglore was gifted to Nergish Setna
by the Kothari family. The scroll. is
presently on display in the ZAH
Library.. Aban Rustomji, Houston, TX
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weddings with us. We have hosted many distinguished
guests, but one rewarding experience for me would be if
Halle Berry were to stay at one our hotels!

Our family has come a long way from Bristol Hotel in
1944 to our first international hotel Avari Dubai in 1998 to
our latest addition Avari Islamabad in 2009, and, with the
grace of Ahura Mazda, we will go on to further expansions
in the Middle East and the rest of Pakistan.

Photographs courtesy Dinshaw Avari

Dinshaw Avari holds LLB
and MBA degrees, and has held
top management positions at
Spencer Pharma, Avari Travel
Agencies, and Avari International
Hotels. Dinshaw’s passion is
sailing. He won two major events in
1979, and participated in six

international events from 1981 to
2008. His other interests are water
skiing, swimming, scuba diving, reading and movies.
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MEMORIES OF A STORYTEL B33 07:\0 el b ) 534

Karachi is a teeming metropolis of 18 million people (City
District Government Karachi, 2007). In their midst, the
number of Parsis is miniscule, but that has not stopped them
from attaining the highest accolades the nation had to offer.
Recipients of civil awards for service to Pakistan and
contribution to social service, education, art and sports
include Gool Minwalla (Tamgha-i-Quaid-i-Azam, 1958),
Sohrab Katrak (Sitara-i-Khidmat, 1963), Byram and Goshpi
Avari (Pride of Performance, 1982), Bapsi Sidhwa (Sitara-i-
Imtiaz, 1991), and Jimmy Engineer (Sitara-e-Imtiaz, 2005),
all Karachiites by either birth or residence. They represent
the public face of Parsis nationally and internationally. No
one exemplifies this better than Bapsi Sidhwa whose books
have been translated into many languages, and made into
international movies and plays. Although her identity is
twined with Lahore where she grew up, by birth she is a
Karachiite so we unashamedly appropriate her as
“aapri’[ours]. In this portrait of her mother, Mohur Sidhwa
recalls some of her childhood memories of her.

| cannot separate the threads that are my Lahori Mother
and those that are the Author. Being a writer is such an
integral part of my mother’s self-definition that | feel she
parented me in both capacities. | feel very thankful for this.

My first memories of my mother are that of a storyteller.
| have snippets of other early childhood events, but her
stories stand out. | must have been around three- or four-
years old when she created stories, it seemed, just for me.
They were long and detailed in a way that would grab my
young imagination. One | recall vividly was set inside the
world of a sewing machine, about elves that got lost in the
mechanisms and gears of a sewing machine and their
adventures. My next memories, probably when | was around
five, are that of her reading out children’s stories to me. They
were not as much fun as the ones she made up. That's when
| realized that other people’s mothers did not create stories
the way mine did. When | was around six she was writing a
long story. Lying on her bed on her stomach she would write
in a notebook. | recall her typing them up and editing it,
showing them to a few people. That was to later become The
Bride. Her first novel written, second published.

My memories of her next book, when | was eight or nine
are clearer. | still recall and can quote verbatim the opening
paragraphs from her book, The Crow Eaters. The working
titte was The Junglewallas. It was a book | enjoyed hearing
her read aloud as it was being written. The characters were
so real | recognized them. They were my own grandparents,
my own uncles and aunts and cousins. These were family
stories | had heard, or heard pieces of, all my life. | could not
wait for more pages to be written. Forty some years later, |
feel this is her best work. | still laugh as | re-read passages
from it. My mother’s mischievous sense of humor, her natural
empathy, and her very real understanding of human nature
are on full display in The Crow Eaters. | also recall the grief
and criticism bestowed on her upon publication of the book,
especially for her choice of the title. | still recall the various
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pompous and pious Parsi ‘uncles’ who took issue with the
whole thing. The ‘aunties’ did not.

When | was about twelve, she began writing lce-candy
Man [also published as Cracking India, and Earth]. | did not
enjoy the process of her writing this book as much. It was too
real on some levels, too depressing, and | too young to
handle it. | recall her interviewing survivors of the Partition to
get first hand accounts of the events. | recall her relating
events that had occurred, of which she had sharp memories,
and placing them in the book. | knew her books were fiction
with very real events and people woven into them. |
recognized my grandparents and herself as a child. | knew
my grandmother’s house described in Ice Candy-Man. When
| was a child some of the ‘fallen” women were still in the
house next door. | cannot re-read this book as | do the
previous two.

Her next book was An American Brat. | was studying in
the US at the time it was written. It is partly my own biography
woven in with a bit of fiction. | had been immortalized! Once
the initial shock of seeing my story in a book faded, | loved it.
| enjoy re-reading this one too. She later wrote a play based
on it. It debuted in London [under the title Sock 'Em with
Honey in 2003, and was later performed in Houston [as An
American Brat in 2007]. Though a bit self-conscious, | saw
and enjoyed both. | was so proud of her. | knew it was a labor
of love.
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The next book | felt connected to was her adaptation of
Deepa Mehta’s film, Water. Deepa had asked Mum to write
the back-story to flesh out the characters and give the movie
context. | was in Houston and Tucson while she was working
on the project. | helped edit it so | had to read it twice. It was
very difficult because it was a poignant story embedded in

Irow Eaters

perhaps, even in
current realities.

My mother’s
love of Lahore is
self-evident in her
books. She
weaves the city
into almost all her
work, both fiction
and  non-fiction.
Her love for the
ancient dust of
Lahore, its people,
and its deeply
textured  culture
shows through
clearly. She has
traveled the globe
to do readings,
receive awards,
and speak at conferences, yet | suspect she will always carry
Lahore with her wherever she goes. It is home. It is part of
her self-definition.

My memories of my -

mother, Bapsi Sidhwa, are always those of a storyteller a
storyteller whose love of people is not restricted to family and
friends, a storyteller who has always cared deeply about
justice - justice within the family, justice within the political
systems. As a woman, a wife, a mother, she told stories that
showed women and children struggling against sexism and
religious prejudice. As a Parsi in Lahore, her stories of family
are told in a setting of local customs, some admirable, some
not. As an author now internationally recognized, she is a
source of pride, not only to her family, but to Lahore, and to
Pakistan.

After completing her|
Bachelor’'s degree from

Lahore, Mohur Sidhwa
moved to the US and
received a Masters in

Anthropology. Self-employed
in Tucson, Arizona for 22
| years, she is also heavily
involved in politics in the US
and holds a number of
positions, both elected as well
as appointed. She currently serves as Vice Chair of
the Pima County Democratic Party.
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SECTION IIl: PRIVATE SPACE

Parsis in Karachi carved out a private space for
themselves to pray and play as a community whilst living in
a city crowded with millions of Muslims. This section focuses
on the institutions that are the lifeblood of the Parsi
community — the dar-e-meher [popularly referred to as agiary
in Karachi], Karachi Parsi Institute (KPI), and Karachi
Zarthosti Banu Mandal (KZBM).

NAUROOZ MUBARAK AND TO ALL A GOOD DAY

Karachi has two Zarathushti places of worship. In 1849,
Hirjibhai Jamshedji Behrana established a dar-e-meher in his
own residence. In 1875, his widow Meherbai donated
thirteen thousand rupees to construct the present building in
his name. Later, Ardeshir Hormusji Mama donated twenty-
thousand rupees to build a second-storey hall in memory of
his father. An Atash Dadgah was established at Ghadikhata
in 1869 by Seth Sohrabji Dhunjibhai Wadia, alongside a
school for Parsi children that he had constructed earlier. In
1904, Khan Bahadur Kavasji Katrak contributed a large sum
to have it consecrated as an Atash Adaran. In this article
Daleara Jamasji Hirjikaka recreates the simple joys of a
community celebrating and praying together.

It is early morning in August. The sun is about to rise and
by the noon hour it will be hot and humid, but it is pleasant in
the early hours of the morning as congregants arrive at the
Darb-e-Mehr in Karachi’'s busy downtown Saddar area. They
come by cab, rickshaw and cars—not too long ago they
would also come by the once abundant horse-drawn
Victorias. It is Pateti and the final day of the ten day mukhtad
period in remembrance of those who are no longer with us.
The smell of roses and lilies is redolent in the air as we enter
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the agiary built in the late
nineteenth  century. The o 1 1
stylised stone ghodaas [horses] stand guard benevolently
watching the faithful come in with their offering of sandalwood
and garlands. We make the ritual trek; first, we head to the
well for the morning ablutions and kusti prayers, and then
upstairs to the large community hall. The mukhtad prayers
are well underway. The priests chant the prayers as beautiful
flowers adorn the silver vases placed on individual round
tables. They have been placed there by the family members
of those who passed away the year before. Rows of vases
line longer tables in memory of those who have passed away
eons ago. Their family members — many of whom are now
old as well — continue to pay homage to the memories of
their loved ones.

The hambandagi prayers begin and the voices of the
faithful rise in unison as they chant the sacred verses of the
Gathas; then comes the sermon by Ervad Godrej Sidhwa,
who has been preaching to generations of Zarathushtis of
Karachi. After the various admonitions to the faithful set
around the theme of the last Gatha he ends with his favourite
maxim: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” Sermon over, some
people return to where the mobeds are reciting the mukhtad
prayers, most others go down the carved wooden staircase
to the prayer room on the main floor.

Outside the prayer room, people are milling around in
reverent shoelessness. Friends greet one another warmly
while acquaintances wish each other a polite Pateti and
Navroze Mubarak. In a small community everyone knows the
other person, or they know their parents or uncles or aunts.
Elderly ladies in saris and younger women in dresses or
shalwar kameez chat comfortably with one another as only
those who have grown up in close-knit communities can.
Some firm up plans for get-togethers, others discuss their
finery for the upcoming festival, yet others look under the
benches trying to locate missing sandals and shoes.

Children run back and forth in the huge hall off the
prayer-room; their favourite past-time is to try and catch a
glimpse of themselves in either of the two huge six-foot
mirrors mounted on either side of the hall. The children know
each other by name because many of them go to the same
Parsi schools or live in the same colony. There is a distinct air
of festivity in the air, and on this day the scent of incense and
sandalwood serves to heighten the sense of gaiety rather
than emphasize the sense of sombre religiosity.

Some of the men are in a smaller room, standing behind
a tall partition, the segregated area meant for those who do
not remove their shoes, to gaze at the atash in the kebla.
The older gentlemen still prefer the trademark Parsi crisp
white shirt and trousers made of cotton duck fabric. After
offering their prayers, they shake hands and exchange
navroze greetings before streaming out in search of their
wives and children.
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The divas are lit
today and plenty of
petitions and wishes

children and happy
families making plans

are being made.
Somebody comes in
with a new rug for the
agiary. He explains to
the priest sitting outside
by the sandalwood stall
that he has the
trustees’ permission to
spread it in the main
prayer hall. A
gentleman comes in
with garlands for the huge frame of Asho Zarathushtra, yet
another brings a new wall clock for the hall. People are in the
mood to make offerings. The charity boxes and the huge
Godrej safe in the main prayer room are filled to the brim with
coins and banknotes, as is the smaller box in the vestibule
where contributions are made to the nasesalar (pall-bearers)
fund. Ahura Mazda has been kind to the Zarathushtis of
Karachi — work and business have been good, and the
small minority community is well-regarded by their
countrymen — what better way to thank Him than by making
offerings on Navroze day?

This scene repeats itself across town at the Anjuman
agiary also referred to as the Gadikhata agiary because of
the area in which it is located. The agiary is in a Parsi
compound with buildings on either side. This much smaller
agiary also has a smaller congregant size, mostly made up
of the residents of the compound and Parsis settled near the
port area. However, size of the congregation is no indication
of religious fervour and the agiary is packed on this
auspicious day. The outdoor courtyard is full of people
lighting divas by the well; inside it’s busy as the faithful kneel
before the Atash. This agiary too is full of rambunctious

for the holiday.

The two agiarys
are the focal point of all
Parsi  festivities in
Karachi — a visit to the
agiary is mandatory on
auspicious occasions.
In many ways they are
the glue that holds the
community together. People come to worship, meditate,
socialize, and occasionally to mourn the death of a loved one
or celebrate the initiation of a young one into the faith. The
agiarys may be quieter now because of the large exodus of
Parsis from Karachi, but they still serve the community as
sentinels of the faith and as networking junctions for
Zarathushtis.

Daleara Jamasji-
Hirjikaka lives in Toronto
with  her family. She
delights in the cultural
landscape of Toronto and
loves to plan fun family
. activities and brief jaunts to
destinations in  Ontario.
Daleara is a developmental
editor with the higher
education division of John
Wiley and Sons Canada, Ltd.

Apru Karachi Gont’d on Page 61.......

NEW HOME FOR ZARATHUSHTIS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
260 S LAS POSAS RD, SAN MARCOS , SAN DIEGO $900,000 NEEDED
FUND RAISING EFFORTS ALL DONATIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE

$100,000
$40,000

NAMING OF MAIN HALL; $50,000
NAMING OF CLASSROOM $20,000

NAMING OF NIAYESHGAH
NAMING OF KITCHEN

DONATIONS BETWEEN $1000 AND $20,000 NAMING ON SPECIAL GROUP PLAQUE IN THE
BUILDING

Board Of Trustees California Zoroastrian Center
Mehraban Hamai, Bahram Kasravi, Feridoun Goshtasbi, Farhad Khosravy,Sohrab Salamatipour,-
Sima Shidfar, Shahriar Afshari
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AWARD CATEGORIES

0
-
Outstanding Zarathushti Award
0
+
Excellence in Performing Arts, Painting
or Literature Award

g
Community Service Award
g
Excellence in Technology and Engineering Award
¢

Excellence in Medicine Award

The World Zoroastrian Congress Awards are the most sought-after, prestigious
and recognized awards. They have been instituted to encourage, acknowledge
and reward valuable contributions and outstanding achievements made by
Zarathushti men and women in various fields.

Submit your nominations In English or Farsi via emall to:
wzcawards@gmail.com

Closing date: 31st March 2009

9th World Zoroastrian Congress

DUBAI 28th - 31st Dec, 2009

Unity through the sands of time

For details and bookings, please visit us on www.wzcongress.org
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FEZANA UPDATE
Zoroastrians from all over
the world are coming £o Dubail.

Are you?

World Zoroastrian Congress, Dubai 2009

The Zoroastrians of Dubai are pleased to host the 9th World Zoroastrian Congress from 28th December to

31st December 2009. The Theme of the Congress is "Unity through the sands of time”. The objective is to

promote solidarity, welfare and progress. The who's who from the corporate world will participate in the

program. The four days Congress will focus on different topics. The evenings will be filled with excitement

and entertainment.

Event Highlights (28th - 31st Dec 2009)

Trade Show focusing on entrepreneurial opportunities for
small, medium and large businesses,

Dally Programs covering socio-economic, technology,
medicine, science, arts, culture, heritage, youth, education
and other interesting topics.

Leading regional & international companies will display
their innovative technologies, products and services.

World renowned guest speakers from leading regional and
global organizations will participate.

Young Leaders of Youth Leadership Enhancement Program
will share their thoughts with the community.

Grand cultural events showcasing the rich Zoroastrian
tapestry.

Not to be missed: glittering Persian night and the fabulous
New Year's Eve Party.

Special Placement Bureau for those seeking intemational
career opportunities.

Sightseeing and Shopping Tours of Dubal.

Investment opportunities in prime properties in Dubal and
other countries.

Gala Awards Night and Desert Safari with dinner and dance.

Don‘t miss the World Zoroastrian Congress 2009.
It's going to be an unforgettable experience. Make sure you are there with your family and friends!

9th World Zoroastrian Congress
DUBAI 28th - 31st Dec, 2009

Unity through the sands of time

For details and bookings, please visit us on www.wzcongress.org
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The World Zoroastrian Congress, one of the largest
community events for Zarathushtis around the world,
will be held in Dubai from December 28 to 31, 2009,
under the signature theme —“Unity through the sands
of time”.

The choice of Dubai as the venue is highly
significant. as Dubai is one of the world’s most talked-
about destinations, a vibrant business hub and a melting
pot of cultures. It is also one of the most progressive
and cosmopolitan cities in the world. The selection of
Dubai as the venue for the World Zoroastrian Congress
is a salute to Zarathushtis as a community which, like
the city, has shown tremendous progressiveness and
innovation, while retaining old charm and cultural values.
Selecting Dubai also sends a message to the
Zarathushti entrepreneurs to explore the possibilities of
doing business in the UAE. And, most importantly, Dubai
is home to over 1,500 Zarathushtis!

The congress will promote solidarity, welfare and
progress, by looking beyond the present to herald a
glorious future, in the true Zarathushti tradition.
Historically, Zarathushtis have shown exceptional zeal in
serving humanity worldwide. More significantly,
wherever Zarathushtis have emigrated they have
promoted commerce and professional services.

THE VENUE

The official venue
of the Congress is
Holiday Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Dubai. The
hotel is conveniently
located, with in-house
facilities like a large
shopping arcade,
quality food outlets
and a night club.

The venue will be &
divided into five zones: &
Cultural/Heritage,
Exhibition, Party, Function and Meeting zone. The main
hallway will be decorated to exude an ambience of an
indoor festival. The elaborately adorned venue, with
attention to every detail, will have four majestic doors,
break-out rooms and conference facilities. Ample floor
space will be available for exhibitors to display their
products and services.

The Congress will open with a spectacular opening
ceremony, followed by invocations of blessings from
priests and several community leaders.

The theme for the first day will be “Proud to be a
Zoroastrian”. A veritable Who's Who from various
industries, leaders of different community organizations
and delegates from across the globe will attend the
Congress.
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Lord Karan Billimoria will address the community at
the opening ceremony. Participants will then share the
objectives and expectations of the Congress. This will
be followed by brief presentations and a spectacular
cultural show created around an ancient story of
Zarathushtis.

Delegates will get a chance to acquaint themselves
with the charms and attractions of Dubai through a film
that will be screened, highlighting key attractions and
unique features of the city, and the liberal business
environment it provides to businessmen and
entrepreneurs from around the globe. The delegates will
then enjoy a sumptuous lunch.

BUSINESS SESSIONS

The post-lunch session will begin with ‘Future
responsible leaders’ from the Youth Leadership Program
(YLP) sharing their experiences with the community. The
Youth Leadership Program, which was launched last
year, was successfully closed on 30th April 2008. Over
52 participants have enlisted and expressed
commitment to this program. All participants will do
different projects in their respective regions. The teams
will then present their projects to the Committee. The
first three winning teams will receive cash prize of US$
3000/-, US$ 2000 and US$ 1000/- respectively. Further
they will have the opportunity to interact with top
luminaries at the Congress and their names will be
forwarded to leading
Zarathushti business
houses. Parallel
sessions shall take
place after the youth
program. At 5.00 p.m.
the buses will take the
delegates for short
shopping trips and
bring them back at
7.30 p.m.

Following the
dinner at 8 pm, the
ballroom will undergo a dramatic transformation,
suffused with colorful hues and lights, creating an
atmosphere of electric excitement. As delegates enter,
red carpet interviews will be conducted, with projections
on giant screens inside the ballroom. A member from
the Dubai Royal family will grace the occasion as the
Chief Guest. This will offer the delegates an opportunity
of a handshake with the royal member. A fusion of
dance and talent show will keep the audience
enthralled. A number of people will be pleasantly
surprised when their names are called out as winners of
fabulous prizes.

Each morning will commence with a breakfast show
“Good Morning Delegates”. Media persons will interview
leading businessmen, professionals and youth. This
year’s congress will have a new feature: the Congress
Daily, which will contain a compelling mix of reading,
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including reports of success stories and interviews with
delegates and speakers.

TRADE SHOW

The Trade show will be held on the second day
(December 29), a true tribute to Dubai as the City of
Merchants. Nadir Godrej, Managing Director of Godrej
Industries, will address representatives from the
business and professional community. His address will
be followed by speeches from a UAE Cabinet Minister,
Indian Ambassador to the UAE and an internationally
renowned speaker. Government officials, Ambassadors,
Consuls- General and regional businessmen will attend
the show as VIP guests. The Trade show will offer
excellent business opportunities to small, medium and
large businesses.

The WZCC will give away 3 awards to the
Outstanding Businessman, the Professional and the
Young entrepreneur/professional at this prestigious
show. Lunch will then be served. Networking of small,
medium and large businessmen will continue in line with
WZCC Program. Parallel sessions will be held alongside
in various breakout rooms.

DAILY PROGRAMS

Apart from the opening day show and the Trade
Program, daily programs will be based on interesting
topics relating to science, technology, medicine,
advertising, arts, culture, heritage, archeology,
education, etc. Announcements of the different activities
for the day will be made at regular intervals to generate
greater interest and participation. The Roundtable
Conference program will also be held.

There will be cultural shows every evening after
dinner, put together and performed by professionals and
youth from the community from various parts of the
world. All performances will be outstanding, guaranteed
to be remembered by the audience for a long time to
come. Among the not-to-be-missed events will be The
Celebrity Show, the Gala Awards function, the Persian
Night, the hand-over of the torch, the Zoroastrian
Symphony Orchestra, the Closing Ceremony and the
New Year’s Eve party.

There will be a culture/heritage zone which will allow
exhibitors to display their works of paintings,
photography, carpets, exquisite jewellery, artifacts,
souvenirs and much more.

Special bureaus will be set up for those seeking career
opportunities. Kiosks will be erected to allow delegates
to explore investment opportunities in property in Dubai
and the UAE. A special desk will be available for
handling trade enquiries from entrepreneurs and
businessmen interested in setting up small to medium
businesses in the UAE.

True to the spirit of charity that is close to the
Zoroastrian community, there will be the Operation Eye-
Sight program. Those attending the Congress are
requested to look through their desks, drawers and
closets for used and usable spectacles (not sunglasses)
and bring them to the congress.
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Papers received for presentation will be reviewed by
the Congress team in advance. With the Congress
being still 18 months away, many more programs are
being developed and added. Final details shall be
uploaded on the Congress website
(www.wzcongress.org) closer to the event.

PARTY ZONE AND BEVERAGE

The party zone will be a fixed food and beverage
area. Tea and coffee stations will provide tea and coffee
the whole day. Lunch and dinner will be served in the
afternoons and evenings. The registration fee will cover
the cost of food and cultural events on all four days.
Registration will open from the end of August 2008 at
the lowest rate possible.

The Congress organizing team is working hard to
raise sponsorships to keep the registration fee as low as
possible. Accommodation rates for hotels and
apartments are also under negotiation and details will be
uploaded soon on the website.

The Congress organizing team is grateful to various
sponsors who have supported the Congress. Details of
the sponsors are available on the website. Some
programs finalized for the Congress, such as the Youth
Leadership Program, the Awards Program and Eye
glass operation program are progressing well, thanks to
the support and active participation of Regional
Directors from around the world

As the Congress dates have been fixed keeping in
mind the Christmas and New Year holidays, start
preparing for a memorable Congress .which will bring
the community closer. Surprise yourself with interesting
opportunities, connections, knowledge and new ideas
and get ready to leave your footprints in the sands of
time.
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