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Germany  fGreece  Hungary  leeland  lreland Maly  Kazakhstan  Latvia
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Republic

Herzegovina

The blue band on Liechtenstein's flag represents
the sky and the rad represents the evening fires

Lit inside s in this tiny Alpine natien. A

golden crown represents the unity of the people cms
and the prince

Europe

When you think of the history of Europe, perhaps the vast
Roman Empire or the adventurous Vikings come to mind. Or
maybe you think of the seafaring Portuguese, Spanish, British,
French and Dutch, who sailed across oceans on powerful fleets
of ships, waging violent battles to claim territories around the
world. Most European flags are simple — bicolours and tricolours

banner in medieval fimes.

make up well over half of the national flags — and this is because ) o \, Anpiay ey ihde ﬂ
5 w g wi

big central cross and four

these flags are steeped in history and taken from those days of .
Y y ) L b Y 3 smaller ones in the corners * +

: : “is called a Jerusal .
battles on horseback and at sea, when it was important to be able Uk

A . » ‘ ‘ A, 0
to identify from a distance who was friend or foe. ly @ ST ‘%
A

Because Europe has a mostly Christian heritage, crosses are
shown on many of the nations’ flags, particularly in the
Scandinavian countries of the north. However, in the far east of
the continent, where some countries span Europe and Asia,
you'll find some flags that share features with other Asian flags.
Here, the moon and star of Islam shines out from the flags of

Turkey and Azerbaijan. % =

S - ‘
\\ \ . = \
Wl Hany historians believe that the Russian tricoleur is baset

on the Butch flag. One theary is that Peter the Great sawa  \|

Dutch-built beat, was impressed with the fluttering flag
decided to make his own version \‘
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THE ADDITION OF IRELAND \6‘5\65 OF THE BRITISH ISLES .

An Irish harp was sometimes added to the flag when i
Wy

Oliver Cromwell became Lord Protectorate of the
T, & Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland in 1653. g8 L

agra
> 407

Finally in 1801, the red cross of St Patrick was officially
added when the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland was formed after an Act of Union.

9

The United Kingdom is sometimes called a country of
countries as it has four parts: England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. The national flag, known s the Union Jack -
or Union Flag, is made up of the red cross of England’s Saint
George, the diagonal red cross of Ireland's Saint Patrick, and
the blue and white cross of Scotland's Saint Andrew.

The red dragon symbolises the fearlessness
of the Welsh nation and people. It has been
an emblem of Wales since the reign of
Cadwaladr, King of Gwynedd, in 655CE. At the
time of the union of the crowns, Wales was

considered part of England,and so was

already represented by the Cross of St

George. But could the Union Jack have a
dragon on it in the future? Some say so!

A UNION OF CROWNS
England and Scotland had been separate kingdoms
~ often at war with each other and redrawing their

borders - for centuries. A union seemed unlikely.
However, in 1503, James IV of Scotland married
Margaret, the eldest daughter of Henry VIl of England,
and exactly a century later, the English throne had
a lack of immediate heirs. Due to the earlier royal
marriage, King James VI of Scotland became King
James | of England, unifying the crowns.

FIRST UNION FLAGS *

}
This union of crowns’ was a personal one,as the two kingdoms were technically.

symbol. The natural and neutral choice was to combine the English and Scottish

flags, and two versions were arguad over as England and Scotland squabbled about.

which flag should be on top. Ultimately, they went with the English version. -
(Scotland) (England)

-

Version preferred Version preferred Sometimes called the

Since 1932, the lsle of Man
has been represented by this
triskelion - a three-legged

The white stripe in the centre of
the Irish flag symbolises peace
between the Catholics in green
symbol. Many say that it is and Protestants in orange., the
because the island always ‘two main groups of people
lands on its feet! Christians in the country.

in Scotland in England King's Colours o

Great Union Flag
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/,;/ COAT OF ARMS

The current coat of arms has been used since 1981.
e The central shield represents the old kingdoms that
united to form Spain, while the crown on top.

symbolises the monarchy of today. On either side
stand the Pillars of Hercules and the Spanish motto,
Plus Ultra (meaning more beyond), which is another

nod to Spain's history of exploration.

A Fiag for
a Fleet

With its powerful navy and voyages of discovery, Spain

has a famous seafaring history. It makes sense, then, that

its flag, known as la Rojigualda, began life in 1785 as

a flag used by the Spanish navy. It was chosen by King

Charles I1I, who picked it out of 12 designs by a navy

officer called Antonio Valdés y Bazan. The flag wasn’t

used inland until 1820 and was eventually made the B T e

official national flag in 1843, by Queen Isabella II. u":!;’:mﬁm &

pride that Catalans feel for their la

culture and history, and the /kurrjg

flag of the Basque region - has a
that

. represents the Biscayne pl
LNA N
O

BOLD AND PROUD
Though several old kingdoms joined
together to form Spain, the people of each
region still celebrate their own unique

THE LEGACY.OF AN EMPIRE
The Spénish navy helped create the vast Spanish Empire,
which colonised  large part of North and South Améfica
as Well as areas of Africa, Asia and Oceania. Although this
brought ships full of gold and silver to Spain, it took a
terrible toll on the local peoples in many of the captured

lands. Today, i from Spain in
colours.and symbols of many South American flag:

A SHORT-LIVED FLAG
Other than a few changes to its coat of
arms, the Spanish flag has stayed much

the same, apart from 1931 to 1939 when
the monarchy was abolished ani the
country became a republic. i
For eight years, a new flag
flew: this one also featured
a coat of arms but on a red,
yellow and purple tricolour,

A
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representing all parts of Spain.
Though it wasn't to last,as today
Spain has a king once more and the

red and yellow flag flies again.

¥/
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and information.

ted on Friday
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ALLTHAT FOR A NAPRIN!

Nearly a century later, after the war of 1870, man called Henri,
Comte de Chambord was asked by the new parliament to become.
king. However, he insisted he would only do so if France changed
its flag back to a white one, representing the monarchy. The
French were by now very attached to their Tricolore, and so they
refused. When he was told about this, the Catholic Pope
commented, And all that for a napkin!"

The EFamous
Tricolore

Liberté, egalité, fraternité! France's famous red, white and blue
flag, the Tricolore, is forever entwined with the values of freedom,

equality and brotherhood. Its origins begin in the French Revolution
of 1789, where the peasants and middle class wanted the same

1974,the French president at the time ¢
* ~Fthe Tricolore with a lighter ™
~Id and new versi

CONTRASTING NEIGHBOURS

Tiwo of the COURETEE BaTdering France have similar
flags, but their colours contrast with the French
Tricolore. Belgium's black, gold and red vertical stripes
date from 1831 and come from the colours of a historic
coat of arms featuring a golden lion with red claws.
Meanwhile, Germany’s flag of horizontal black,red and
gold was first flown during the revolution J\ 1848 and

ater became the 9and againin
1949, after the Second World War. j

COPYCATTRICOLOURS
The French flag might be the most famous tricolour,

but it isn't the oldest. It is thought that the French
revolutionaries took inspiration form the Dutch flag

Which at that timle was made of horizontal stripes of

red, white and bllie. The flag of Luxembourg; which———
used to be part of the Netherlands, if also very similar.
The tricolour design has proved very popular in

Europe, with the continent flying a tbtal of seven

vertical and 14 horizontal tricolour flags!

|

a cockade,
way?!

Eatly on in the Revolution, tempers were |
rising. A group of Parisians attacked and
took control of a prison fortress, the
Bastille. Among this group, the Paris milit
wore red and blue cockades on their hat
as these were the traitional colours of
Paris. The colours + symbolise the dasawayo
revolution. White, ~zing purity, wa the wearer belg
“ater ade the official flac 3 particular gro
=sign a5 born.

20



independent nation, a flag’s colours are full of symbo)
—_—

THE COLOURS OF NATURE
Blue sea and sky, green forests, white ice and yellow sun - colours.
are often used to represent a country's landscape and climate.
Argentina’s flag commemerates an uprising that led te the
county’s indencndence. @n the day of the uprising, the clouds
ovar Buenes Aires parted, revealing a sunny blue sky.

_srange is a flag colour you don't see very often! In the Irish
flag, a stripe of orange represents the protestant members of
the population, while on the flag of Sri Lanka, it represents.

the Hindu Tamil community.In the flags Niger and Cote.

d'Ivoire, bands of orange symbolise the countries’savannat

As well as representing the Sun and
‘energy, this bright colour often stands
for gold and wealth or a country’s
natural resources, such as crops or
‘minerals. There are other meanings too:
yellow in the flag of Myanmar stands for
solidarity, while in Colombia’s flag it

Green is the colour of nature, so it is a popular flag cheice
to represent lush and leafy forests and farmland around the
world. Look out for it on the flags of Grenada, Sit
and the Selomen Islands. As the colot i i
spring and new life, it is sometimes used to sym
such as en the flags of Betarus and Hungary. It
important coleur in islam (see page 38), meaning you're
likely to spot it on several flags in Asia.

White is often used to represent purity, honesty

and peace. Why do you think this might be? You

can find large areas of white used in the flags of
South Korea, Indonesia and Singapore in Asia.
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Aghanisian  Armenia  Azerbaijan  Bahrain  Bangladesh  Bhutan Brunei Cambodia Chine ndia Indonesia Iran Iraq Israel Japan Jordan  Kozakhstan  Kuwait  Kyrgyzstan Laos Lebanon  Malaysia
A

Brunei's flag includes a stylised
Kyrayzstan's flag features the top image of the royal parasol used
of a Kyrgyz yurt (a kind of tent) by the sultan in this hof, fropical

/ o surrounded by a blazing sun. The. nation. I’ the only national flag
|~ [ Xebanon' distincive flag 40 rays represent the 40 tribes tofeature an umbrellal
features its national united under national hero Manas
symbol, the cedar tree.
f C
“ X h A

\7
The lion on the flag of Sri Lanka s
<aid to date back to the nation's .

first ruler who brought a lion
banner from India in 486 BCE.

to fight the invading Mongolians.
of Lebanon were. % @

(g
o —r ~——mentioned many times in
the bible as representine

’ C? strength and wealth
== ==

sia covers almost a third of our planet’s land area and is home to
an amazing variety of landscapes and cultures, from the Siberian
wilderness to the metropolis of Singapore. From the simplicity of
Indonesia’s red and white bicolour to the complexity of

Turkmenistan’s tapestry, Asia’s national flags vary as much as its

people. There is plenty of religious symbolism in the flags of Asia,
The red and'Blue Taegeuk at the
centre of South Korea's flag
g represents balance between
’pmsmve and negative forces.

too. Perhaps this is to be expected from a continent that gave birth

to 11 major religions including Islam, Christianity, Buddhism,

Hinduism and Sikhism!

Many flags in the Arabian Peninsula (Southwest Asia) contain
black, white, green and red. These are the Pan-Arab colours.
Individually, each colour represents an Arabian dynasty, but

additional meaning was added in a 14th century verse by Iraqgi

poet Safi al-Din al-Hilli, which reads: “White are our acts,

black our battles, green our fields, and red our swords.”

Syrian Arab
Pakisian Republic  Tajikisi] Thailand
A mm—

== cm il
.= = —
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WHEELS OF CHANGE *

, Gandhi encouraged India to become self-reliant nation by

spinning its own cloth out of Indian cotton, rather than

shipping it to Britain. Because of this, he felt a spinning

wheel would be the perfect emblem for the new flag. By

1947, however, the spinning wheel

had been swapped for a
dharma chakra,a Buddhist When producing the
and Hindu wheel symbol flag, only one type

c of cloth is allowed; a
representing the eternal Sitand g
special hand-spun Indian
order of the universe and,

cloth called khadi.
on the Indien flag, also \

More people live in India than in any other { 2N ) standing for progress.

country on Earth, but this diverse nation, speaking ¢

hundreds of languages, is united under a single

flag. The Tiranga, meaning tricolour, was adopted

on 22 July 1947, just weeks before India gained

independence from the British Empire.

=V

Aflag repitsents an Ideal w_ A and triangles represent arfows that willdefeat enernies.
It

.. It will b necessary for us ) \ =  The yin and yang stand for balance between opposites.
Indians, Muslims, Christians, The
Jews, Parsis and all others

to whom India is their home 3
to recognise a common flag strength. The three-tongued fire represents growth,

to live and die for. wealth and success in the past,present and future.
Mahatma Gandhi was a leader and g ¥

activist, who fought for India’s

independence. He knew it was important

to have a flag as unifying emblem for all
Indians. In 1921 he designed an early
version of the flag, with red for India’s
Hindus and green for its Muslims. Soon
after, he added a white band across the

middle for all the other faiths and
cultures of India.

In 1931, red was changed to saffron,
another important colour in Hinduism.

77 When India finally achieved independence
and the flag became official, its colours

were given new symbolism. The saffron is

sacrifice, the white for peace and truth,
and the green for faith and chivalry.
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Of all the national flags in the world today, only Nepal’s In South Asia, triangles and pennants were once the norm, Just a yak's trek away from Nepal is the country of Bhutan or, as it is known in
is not a rectangle. But why is that? Well, to a Nepali, that but when European influence spread across the world, most the local language, Druk Yul - Land of the Thunder Dragon. And this druk is an
question might seem back-to-front. They might ask: why b countries adopted rectangular flags. But Nepal has a history impressive beast! It's not a fearsome, destructive creature like dragons from the
aren’t more flags triangular or pennant-shaped? of breaking the mould. From their unique flag to their west. Instead, it's a guardian spirit.

individual time zone, this country beats to its own drum.

Doing things Differentiy? Land of the Thunder Dragon

The druk is white, which
A DIFFERENT PALETTE i represents the pure
The flag of Bhutan is the only national flag in the thoughts and actions of
world that doesn't feature red, blue or green. T
Instead, the colours of yellow, white and orange are
a deeply rooted in the traditions of the Bhutanese
Dewas Junior 5 monarchy and of Buddhism. (o]
(an Indian

Yellow represents
the king, who

princely State)

wears a yellow
silk garment
called a kabney.

UNPACKING THE PENNANT A

The shape of Nepal's flag is believed to represent the country’s X A GRANDMOTHER’S FLAG
mountains. The sun and the moon individually represent rulers of A
Nepal,and together, the wish for Nepal to last for as long as these

celestial objects. The blue outline is a symbol of peace and crimson

Bhutan's flag was designed by Ranu Choying
Wangmo Dorji, the grandmother of the king.
Her original design featured a traditional blue and
green dragon facing towards the hoist. But later, the
direction of the dragon was flipped so that its
face was clear to see when the flag was flying,
rather than getting lost in folds of fabric.

red represents the rhododendron, Nepal’s national flower.

A DIFFERENT DRAGON
Bhutan's national flag isn't the only one to
5 feature a dragon, but you'll need to look very
4 closely to see the creature on Malta' flag. In
the centre of the cross is an image of Saint
George on horseback defeating a dragon.

pRAVE
anging 3 18P A1 Monasteries, in homes 2
avaln P3SSES ACTOSS the imaiayan region ")
nyEIOW GTEEN. €4, ity e, and 1
colours 1ePrESeNt €Mt e, i ying a0d S
prayers are Printed on the flags ang it is petieved
ratthe wind will scatte; these good wishes:
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RL{) A 4 * &5 : : OUR LAND .
P 7 " ; Nunavut (which is the Inuktitut word for ‘our land) is the
P b northernmost and newest of the Canadian territories,
a loved sinzil " % & established in 1999.
t i . In the 15005 and 1‘0 ]
ettlers ventured up the rivers of eas\qm Ear}q;n
learned the secrets of the delicious maple from the local people.
The tree made such an impression that from the mid-1700s it
started appearing on regional flags and newsletter headings.
all over the country. 3 :;\

However, European flags scon flew over Canada as the
British and French both claimed areas of these northern
lands. Indeed, even after Canada gained |ndzp:¥ce‘n b

4231 the Union Jack of the United Kingdom conlnted
to. W,rmm.e and, sometimes alongside a Canadian "~ Like the flag of Canada, it uses an iconic symbol to represent
- the region: the inuksuk. This is 2 manmade stone marker
traditionally used in a region with no trees and few distinct
. natural features. The blue star represents the North Star and
© the leadership of the elders in the community.

OURFLAG
Greenland is an autonomous territory within the
Kingdom of Denmark that neighbours Canada to the
. north. Until 1985, only the Dannebrog was officially
. n 1964,a contest was held to design a nationzl fla 5 ¢ o=t Y7 i8 ! " flown across this northern Land. That year, the region
. Canada, which captured the fdentity of the nation. About 1 e 4 J 5 2 % 3 5 100 held z contest to design a flag. Many entries

| featured Nordic crosses to honour the relationship
S e e S i e - : : with other similar territories, but the winning design
o war, 0 it was no surprise to see it so \ o # 2 ) 3 3 bears no cross at all, and is striking and unique.

A\

single maple teaf
i whits leolour,
designed bymsmuarh:eorge
Stanley. The idea for this design
A committee gathered to narrow the suggestions down to two 3 \ : \ came to him one day whilst
flags for a final vote. One was the ‘Pearson Pennant™- a three- 3 > 8 1 ‘: 'watching a Royal Military
stemmed maple leaf on a white panel surrounded by two blue = g '/ College of Canada flag - which
panels. These colours symbolised the national motto ‘from sea to - 4 had similar colours - fly in the
sea) as Canada stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the ¥ wind. The simplicity o Stanley's design ultimately won out. Red and white were
Pacific Ocean in the west. * two colours that honoured the British and French histories respectively, and the
Called Erfalasorput (our flag), it was designed by
Greenlander Thue Christiansen. The red stripe represents
the ocean, while the white stripe symbolises the icecap. The
red semicircle is the sun, and the white semicircle is the pack

i ice that closely surrounds its landmass.
#
\ & o
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Since 2009, Bolivia has had not one, but two very
different official flags. Most nations have multiple

flags - in addition to the ‘main’ or national flag, there

W/ =f may be flags especially for use at sea or other state
Wo "' a S flags for the president and royal family. But currently,
Bolivia is the only country to have two main flags.

THE WIPHALA
The marvellous wiphala is a symbol that has been used by Andean peoples
for over a thousand years. It consists of 49 squares of seven different
colours arranged in diagonal stripes, and each colour has a significant
meaning. In 2009, Evo Morales, the first indigenous president in South
America, declared the Wiphala to have the status of national flag
alongside the tricolour. With this, the many indigenous people of Bolivia
were lifted up as citizens and made to feel included in their homeland.

THE TRICOLOUR
Since 1851, Bolivia has flown a red, yellow and green tricolour. But these colours had
actually been a symbol of the nation’s freedom for 25 years already! In August 1825,
just 11 days after they gained independence from Spain, a red and green stiped flag
with a yellow star was adopted. On today’s design, red represents the bravery and
bloodshed of soldiers who fought for independence, yellow represents the nations’
wealth and resources,and green is for the country’s natural environment.

COAT OF ARMS
Coats of arms are unique designs used as symbols of countries, monarchs,
regions and even families, and they often feature detailed images of things
that represent who they belong to. Some countries, like Bolivia, display
their national coat of arms on their flag, and South America is a hotspot
for this with five national flags displaying theirs proudly!

FOUR WIPHALAS
Four different regions have different wiphala
pattems. This region encompasses parts of
present-day Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chila and
Argentina as well as Bolivia. The west of Bolivia is
in the Collasuyo region, 5o takes the wiphala with
white squares running down the central diagonal.

9

Ahat called a Phrygian
e

it i Andean condor,

the nationl bird

Cannons
signifying
Bolivia's

strength of
defense

Six Bolivian
flags without
the coat of arms
(s0 this isn't an

infinite image!)

&
&
Ten stars o
representing
the ten regions A central image with an alpaca, a palm tree, some
of the nafion wheat, mountains, the Potosi mine, and Inti, the

€ Incan sun god (NB we could further separate these
items and look in more detail af their meanings)
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Africa
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restibus autetur aboresc imilitatiur milla quidunt, quissime omnia dolo

mi, sinullut laudam velenis andae verupta estium faccullam ipsande

ssusam, temped que optas aliquas enectendi aut antiisi millorr ovitiur,
quam int.Apienda ndandelici sitasi nonem evellessum etur molore non
num fuga. Nam inullam, qui beaque rectempere non et et rerunt.Bo. Tiis
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eost la cuptas maion repuda dolum ullupta sendignis intiani minihitatio
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In 1957, Ghana was the first sub-Saharan African nation to gain independence after colonialism. In the
lead up to this historic event, a competition was advertised held for the newly liberated citizens
to design the country’s new flag. Theodosia Okoh, a talented artist and teacher, jumped at the
chance, and designed a masterpiece which balanced captured the nation’s overwhelming
outlook for the future with striking simplicity, symbolism and visual impact.

=

RED GOLD AND GREEN
Like many flags, each coloured band of the Ghanian flag holds lots of meaning.
he red band represents bloodshed in the country’s fight for independence. The middle
band is gold to represent... gold! In fact, Ghana is Africa’s largest producer of the metal.
Finally, green is for the rich forests that cover the nation's land. And it's no coincidence that
these three bands are also present on the Ethiopian flag, a country that fiercely resisted
colonialism, and stood as a symbol of hope and freedom for many African nations.

BLACK STAR
In 1919,a Jamaican activist called
Marcus Garvey from Jamaica formed a
shipping company called the Black
Star Line. It which was owned and run
by local people,and became a symbol
for freedom and independence of Afri
people. Particularly in . Ghana, the
meaning of the formed its own Black Star
can be seen everywhere, from the Black Star
Gate in Black Star Square, to shipping
company,and to this day the national football
team: are known as the Black Stars!.

h quality PDF preview w:

NEW FLAGS FOR Ny peguNINGS
fromthe late 19505_10 1930, aroups of people fought 2
ety 201058 MIEATICEN Contingry o o gepende®
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DOUBLE-HEADED EAGLE
The Kastrioti family of Albania had an emblem
featuring a two-headed eagle in the 14t and

HOOVES, HORNS AND HAIR

It's not just birds that are popular. You'llfind
some Interesting four-legged beasts hiding in
coats of arms - but you'll have to Look closely to.
spot them! On the flag of Venezuela is Palomo,
the white horse of Simén Bolivar, who led the
country to independence from the Spanish
Empire. Travelling south, the state flag of Peru
features a vicufia. This native animal is related
to llamas and alpacas, and represents freedom,
national pride and the animal life of Peru.

15th centuries. Skanderbeg, the national hero
who defeated the Ottomans, was part of this
family, and now the double-headed eagle
represents the entire nation. Neighbouring
Montenegro and nearby Serbia also include a
two-headed eagle on their flags.

Over in Europe, the tiny country of Andorra features
two red cows on its flag. Long ago, Andorra was
governed by its neighbours, France and Spain, and
the cows represent those found in the French
region of Béarn. Not to be outdone, Croatia has
three diffesent species on its flag! Look out for
three lion heads,a goat and a marten at the top of
its coat of arms, representing its historic regions.

AN EGYPTIAN EAGLE On the flag of
In the 12th century, Saladin became Kazakhstan, a
the first sultan of Egypt and Syria steppe eagle soars
. beneath a blazing
He used a yellow flag with an eagle
sun, symbolizing
likely inspired by the many carvings esdom
of Egyptian vultures in tombs and
temples of Ancient Egypt. The
Eagte of Saladin found its way back
E tn};gyptian flag in 1952,
i

li ptian Revolution.

>
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BIRDS, BIRDS AND MORE BIRDS
Across the world, birds of all sorts can be found on
flags. They are often native to that land, holding a
special place in the hearts of the people. On the
flag of Uganda, their national bird - a grey crowned
crane - proudly stands to attention. Ecuador’s flag
features an Andean condor perched on its coat of
arms, while on the Guatemalan flag, a native
quetzal sits pleasantly on a scroll.




