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Historical Note:  
 
Frederick Starr, Jr. was born in New York. His father had a piano manufacturing and sales 
business in Rochester. Frederick was a Yale graduate and attended Auburn Seminary where he 
met and married Helen, the daughter of an Auburn professor. They moved to Weston, Missouri, 
where Frederick was active in community activities as well as religious affairs. He was a 
colonizationist, free soiler, member of the Leavenworth Association, and a Presbyterian minister. 
Labeled an abolitionist, he argued his position before the Platte County Self Defensive 
Association, but was removed from his post in 1855 and forced to flee Weston. He held 
pastorates in Pennsylvania and the North Presbyterian Church in St. Louis. Between pastorates 
he made his home in Canandaigua and was financial agent for Auburn Seminary. He died in St. 
Louis in 1867 and was buried in Auburn, New York. The Starr’s had three children, Nell and 
Harry (born in Weston), and Lucy. 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
Frederick Starr, Jr.'s papers consist of letters to his father written from Weston, Missouri, 1852-
1855; broadsides; pamphlets; and newspaper clippings. The slavery controversy in western 
Missouri, settlement of the Kansas/Nebraska territories, and Starr’s role as an accused 
abolitionist and free soiler are richly described. Activities of the Platte County Self Defensive 
Association, the Leavenworth Association, squatters, Mormons and Indians; and 
Kansas/Missouri border conflicts, politics, and citizens' meetings are covered. The collection is 
calendared. Arrangement is chronological. 
 
Container List: 
 
f. 1 1852, December 1. [Starr], Frederick, Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Sister Caroline and Father. [DIGITIZED]  
f. 1 1854, August 1. [Starr], Frederick, Weston, Platte County, Missouri, to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 1 1854, August 21. [Starr], Frederick, Weston, [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 1 1854, September 19. [Starr], Frederick, Weston, Platte County, Missouri], 

to Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 1 1854, October 18. Starr, Frederick, Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 1 1854, October 30. [Starr, Frederick], Weston [Platte County], Missouri, to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 1 1854, November 29. [Starr, Frederick], [Weston, Platte County, Missouri], 

to Father "& all the others." [DIGITIZED] 
f. 2 1854, December 1. [Starr], Frederick, [Weston, Platte County, Missouri], 

to [Father]. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 2 1854, December 29. [Starr, Frederick], Weston [Platte County, Missouri], 

to [Father]. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 3 1855, January 15.  [Starr, Frederick], Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 3 1855, February 22. [Starr], Frederick, Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
f. 3 1855, February 26. [Starr], Frederick, Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 

Father. [DIGITIZED] 
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f. 3 1855, March 19. [Starr], Frederick, Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 
Father. [DIGITIZED] 

f. 3 1855, March 31. [Starr, Frederick], Weston [Platte County, Missouri], to 
Father. [DIGITIZED] 

f. 3 [1855, April]. [Starr, Frederick, Weston, Platte County, Missouri, to 
Father.] [DIGITIZED] 

f. 4 [1852, December 12]. Parkville Presbyterian Church, Parkville, Missouri. 
Announcement of dedication and order of service. 

f. 4 Undated. U.S. Census. Population: Whites, Free Negroes, Slaves. Number 
of Farms. Kind of Employment. 

f. 5 1854, July 12. Weston [Missouri] Sentinel. A call to the people! Mass 
meeting, at the Court House, in Weston, on Saturday, July 15, 1854, at 2 
o'clock, P.M. Broadside. 

f. 5 1854, August 7. Stringfellow, B.F., Weston, Missouri. An abolition trick 
exposed! Broadside. Contains: Communications from H. Miles Moore, 
A.H. Deaver, and Sol. P. McCurdy concurred by J.P. Earickson, from the 
Weston Reporter, and a certification of 22 names which say in part, "In 
justice to Mr. Stringfellow we state that we were present and heard his 
speech throughout, and that the foregoing statements of H. 
Miles Moore, are each and all utterly unfounded." 

f. 5 1854, August 12. Moore, H. Miles, Weston, Missouri. "An abolition trick 
exposed!" Eh? Broadside. 2 copies. Contains: Communication for the 
Weston Reporter from Moore and certification by citizens of Platte 
County, Missouri, that the above statements are substantially those made 
by B.F. Stringfellow in his speech before the Platte County Self Defensive 
Association, July 29, 1854. 17 signatures. 

f. 5 1854, August 31. Many Citizens. Notice!! The citizens of Weston and 
vicinity, are hereby notified to meet at the Court House on Friday, 1st 
September, at 7 o'clock, P.M., to adopt such measures as they may deem 
most proper and expedient, and best calculated to counteract the effect 
produced by some of the doings of some of the men connected with the 
"Platte County Self Defensive Association." Broadside. 

f. 5 1854, September 1. Gist, G.W., and J.B. Evans, Chairman and Secretary, 
Weston, Missouri. Citizens meeting. 176 signers. Broadside. 3 copies. 

f.  5 1854, September 1. Notice, by Many Citizens. Broadside. The 
Abolitionists and Free soilers of Weston and vicinity are hereby notified to 
meet at the Court House on Friday, 1st of September, at 7 o'clock p.m. to 
adopt such measures as they deem most proper and expedient, and best 
calculated to Counteract the Effect produced by some of the doings of 
some of the men connected with the "Platte County Self Defensive 
Association", Weston, September 1, 1854. Signed by many Citizens. 

f. 5 Undated. Memorial. To the President of the United States: The 
undersigned, on behalf of the settlers upon lands in Kansas Territory, 
ceded to the United States in July last, by the Delaware Indians, submit to 
the President of the United States, this their respectful Memorial. 
Broadside. 

f. 6 1855, June 4. Batavia Democrat. Public meeting. The citizens of Batavia 
and vicinity are requested to meet at Ellicott Hall, this (Monday) evening 
at 7 o'clock, and hear an address by the Rev'd. Fred. Starr, Jr., who has 
been driven from his post in Kansas as a Christian Missionary, (where he 
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has resided with his family for five years past), at the bidding and dictation 
of the slave power. Mr. Starr will address the people on the subject of the 
recent outrages against the free citizens of Kansas, by which the right of 
suffrage had been invaded! The Pulpit. Broadside. 

f. 6 1855, March 30. Kansas Election! Qualification of voters. Dissection of 
the Oath prescribed by the Governor. Broadside. 2 copies. 

f. 7 1863, July 18. Harper's Weekly. The Invasion of the North - Street scenes 
in Philadelphia. - Sketched by Mr. Thomas Nast (Illus.). Also text - "The 
invasion of the North." 

f. 7 1863, September 12. Weston Sentinel Extra. Broadside. Contains: Mass 
Meeting at Platte City. Immediate Emancipation. The Result of this Strife - 
Extirpation of Slavery. 

f. 8 1855. Leavenworth Association, Kansas Territory. A letter from the 
original members of the Leavenworth Association, K.T., to Hon. Jefferson 
Davis, secretary of the War Department. Printed by Finch & O'Gorman, 
Reporter Office, Weston, Missouri, 1855. Pamphlet, 8 pp. 

f. 8 1855, February 14. U.S. 33rd Congress, 2nd Session, 1854-1855. Report 
of the Secretary of War, in compliance with A resolution of the Senate, of 
February 10, 1855, calling for correspondence relative to the military 
reservation at Fort Leavenworth. February 14, 1855 - Read, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. Pamphlet, 32 
pp. 

f. 9-20 1854-1867, n.d. Newspaper clippings. Missionary work in the Platte 
Purchase; views and opinions on slavery and abolition in Missouri and 
Kansas; Mormonism; address by Rev. Frederick Starr at Presbyterian 
Church, Thanksgiving Day; the beginnings of Leavenworth; squatters’ 
meetings; the Kansas Nebraska Act; Self Defensive Association meetings; 
problems with Indians. 

 
Index:  
 

Index Term Folders 

Abell, Peter T. 1-3,13 

Abolitionists 1-20 

Abolitionists--Minnesota 9 

Abolitionists--Nebraska 1-3 

Adams, William H. 7,9 

Ah-Lah-A-Chick 14 

Alexander, J. Marion 17 

Allen, Charles H. 12 

Almond, William B. (1808-1860) 16,19 
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Index Term Folders 

American Home Missionary Society 9 

American Party 20 

Ames, Charles G. 9 

Amusements 1 

Asbury, Nicholas W. 5 

Aspling, Thomas 19 

Atchison, David Rice (1807-1886) 1-3,16-18,20 

Bayless, G. W. 2,5,13,14 

Beard, Henry 14 

Beaumont, Thomas 3,5,13,14 

Belt, George W. 20 

Benton, Thomas Hart (1782-1858) 1,20 

Bird, Lorenzo D. 2,3,7,11-14 

Black Republicans 20 

Blacks, 1860s 7 

Blacks, Attitudes Toward, 1860s 2 

Blacks, Colonization of 1-20 

Blacks--Education, Missouri 1 

Blacks--Religion 1 

Bland, Henry 2 

Bletz, Peter 12 

Bonifant, Dr. 12 

Boyle, D. Scott 17 

Bull, John 7 

Bures, Lewis 12 
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Index Term Folders 

Burnam, Bennett 17 

Burnes, Fielding 19 

Burnes, James N. 12,13,19 

Cadue, Peter 14 

Calhoun, John Caldwell (1782-1850) 2,5 

Calvert, Charles 14 

Calvert, Craven 5,14 

Carson, Elijah A. 1,4 

Cholera 1,19 

Church music 1 

Civil War--Blacks 7 

Civil War--Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 6 

Clark, Malcom 7,13,17,20 

Clay, Cassius Marcellus (1810-1903) 9 

Clay, Henry (1777-1852) 3 

Clingman, Thomas Lanier (1812-1897) 16 

Clum, Otto 12 

Cockerill, Clinton 1,13 

Cody, E. 5,14 

Cody, Isaac 12 

Coleman, Henry 5,13 

Conner, James 14 

Cooper, Douglas H. 14 

Cooper, Samuel (1798-1876) 8 

Cunningham, Joseph 19 
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Index Term Folders 

Darneal, Dr. 14 

Davis, Jefferson (1808-1889) 8 

Davis, Thomas W. 13 

Deifendorf, Oliver 1, 7, 13, 14 

Dickins, Asbury 14 

Dodge, David 12 

Donaldson, William F. 20 

Dunlap, Preston 13 

Dye, George W. 5, 14 

Eaton, John Henry (1790-1856) 8 

Election, 1855-- Kansas 5 

Elections, Kansas 1-20 

Elliott, William H. 12 

Emancipation of slaves 1-20 

Emigrant Aid Society 1, 12, 14, 16, 20 

Evans, Joseph B. 7 

Farley, Josiah 13 

Fernadis, Samuel 7 

Few, Samuel 7 

Finch, Samuel J. 3-5, 12-14 

Fitch, Joseph 12 

Forbis, John W. 13 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 1-20 

Frazer, James 12, 16 

Frazier, James 12, 16 
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Index Term Folders 

Free Blacks 1-20 

Free Soil Party 1-20 

Freeland, John 12 

Gaines, H. 5, 14 

Galloway, George 13, 14 

Gambling 1, 2 

Gatewood, James M. 11 

Gibson, James 5 

Gillespie, David 11, 13, 14 

Gist, George W. 5, 13, 14 

Gist, John C. 8 

Greeley, Horace (1811-1872) 19-20 

Grover, Daniel A. N. 5 

Haeley, H. N. 5, 14 

Hardesty, James 7 

Harris, John 17 

Hathaway, A. B. 5, 14 

He-to-o-ke-mah 14 

Horses--Training 1 

Hudson, E. McK. 8, 12 

Hulse, David 1 

Hulse, G. T. 1-3, 5 

Hulse, Warren 1 

Humphry, Henry 5 

Hunt, F. E. 1, 8, 11, 13, 14 
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Index Term Folders 

Indians, Delaware 1, 5, 7, 8, 13-15 

Indians, Fox 14 

Indians, Government policy 1, 5, 7, 8, 13-15 

Indians, Sac 14 

Indians, Shawnee 15 

Johnson, Merit 7 

Johnson, Thomas 14 

Journeycake, Charles 14 

Kansas 1-20 

Kansas Pioneer, 1855 15 

Kansas Territory 1-20 

Kansas Territory, Kickapoo City 15 

Kansas Territory, Leavenworth 1-20 

Kansas Territory, Osawkee 15 

Kansas, Dawnee 15 

Kansas, Kickapoo City 15 

Kansas, Leavenworth 1-20 

Kansas, Salt Creek 1 

Kansas-Nebraska Bill 1, 12 

Kansas--Politics and government 1-20 

Keller, George H. 7 

Kelly, John W. 17 

Ker, Leander 15, 16 

Ketchem, James 14 

Ketchem, John 14 
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Index Term Folders 

Kitchem, Henry 5 

Koch-kock-quas 14 

Kock-ka-to-wha 14 

Land Prices 14 

Land, Kansas 1-20 

Land, Nebraska Territory 8 

Leavenworth Association 1, 7, 14 

Leckenby, George 5 

Lectures and lecturing 1-20 

Lewis, James 12 

Liberty Platform, Liberty, Missouri 12 

Liberty Tribune, Liberty, Missouri 12 

Lyle, James M. 17 

Maclin, Sackfield 7, 8 

Manypenny, George W. 7, 8, 14, 15 

Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society 1, 12, 14, 20 

May, Silas 13 

McBride, John H. 17 

McCarty, Moses 12 

McClelland, Robert (1807-1880) 8 

McConnell, John 12 

McCoy, Isaac 8 

McCrea, C. 16, 17 

McHalland 1, 7-9, 11-14 

McKenney, Thomas L. 8 



(C2073) Frederick Starr, Jr. Papers  Page 11 
 

Go to top 

Index Term Folders 

McQueen, John 16 

Methodist Church 1-20 

Methodist Church, Weston, Missouri 1-20 

Migration, Internal--Kansas 1 

Migration, Internal--To Utah 1 

Miller, Robert C. 13, 14 

Minard, J. A. 1, 5 

Missouri Compromise 1 

Missouri, Jackson County 13 

Missouri, Parkville 1-20 

Missouri, Platte City 1-20 

Missouri, Platte County 1-20 

Missouri, St. Joseph 1 

Missouri, Weston 1-20 

Mix, Edward 7 

Moffett, C. R. 5, 14 

Mo-ko-ho-ko 14 

Moloy, James 16 

Moloy, William 16 

Moore, H. Miles 3, 5, 7, 12-14 

Moral conditions 1-20 

Mormons 1, 9 

Mules 1 

Murphy, Dick 2 

Murphy, Joseph 7 
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Index Term Folders 

Murphy, Richard 2 

Murphy, William S. ( -1856) 7, 10, 20 

Music 1, 3 

Nebraska Territory 1-20 

Nebraska, Politics and government 1 

Ne-con-he-cond 14 

Ne-sha-pa-na-cumin 14 

Ne-son-quoit 14 

New York, Rochester 1-3, 17, 18 

No-ko What 14 

Norris, K. H. 5, 14 

Norton, Samuel 7 

Nowers, James 5 

Nowers, Joseph 5, 14 

Ogden, Edmund A. (1810-1855) 1, 7, 8, 11-14, 19 

O'Gorman, James 12 

Osborne, William J. 2, 9 

Ossenhosser, James 12 

Page, Francis N. 13 

Parks, George S. 3, 7, 9, 12, 17-19 

Patterson, William J. 3, 18 

Pence, Edward 5 

Pence, Lewis W. 5, 13, 14 

Phy, Aquilla 12 

Piano 1, 3 
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Index Term Folders 

Pierce, Franklin (1804-1869) 14 

Platte Argus, Platte City, Missouri 1-20 

Platte County Argus, Missouri 1-20 

Platte County Self Defensive Association 1, 2, 5, 12, 14, 20 

Politics, Missouri 1-20 

Pollard, H. Rives 17 

Popular Sovereignty 17 

Presbyterian Church, Missouri 1-20 

Presbyterian Church, Weston, Missouri 1-20 

Qua-cor-now-ha 14 

Que-sha-to-wha 14 

Quinn, Thomas 12 

Railey, John M. 12 

Reed, Alexander 16 

Reeder, Andrew Horatio (1807-1864) 1, 3, 17, 18 

Reese, Amos 7 

Religion 1-20 

Religion, Missouri 1-20 

Richardson, James 19 

Ritchie, Henry 12 

Rively, M. Pierce 12 

Robinson, B. F. 14, 15 

Roney, Henry 12 

Rooson, Peter 13 

Segondyne, James 14 
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Index Term Folders 

Self-Defensive Association of Platte County, Missouri 1, 2, 5, 12, 14, 20 

Shandyite 1 

Shaw, John S. 20 

Silvertooth 12 

Singleton, William 13 

Slave trade 1, 2 

Slavery 1-20 

Slavery, Kentucky 9 

Slavery, Minnesota 9 

Slavery--Missouri 1-20 

Smith, William 16 

Snell, Martin V. 19 

Sparks, Stephen 12, 16 

Speeches, addresses, etc. 1-20 

Sporleder, Augustus 12 

Squatters 1-20 

Squatters Sovereignty 1, 5, 7 

Starr family 1-3 

Starr, Caroline 1 

Starr, Charley 1 

Starr, Frederick, Jr. (1826-1867) 1-20 

Starr, Frederick, Sr. 1-3 

Starr, George 1 

Starr, Harry 1 

Starr, Helen (Mrs. Frederick, Jr.) 1-3 
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Index Term Folders 

Starr, Henry 1 

Starr, Nelly 1 

Starr, Sarah 1 

State rights 1-20 

Stelle, James 13 

Stevens, Daniel 7 

Stevens, Daniel H. 5 

Stringfellow, Benjamin Franklin 1, 3, 5, 11-14, 16-20 

Stringfellow, John H. 13 

Summers, Jesse 19 

Summers, William H. 17, 19 

Temperance 3 

Thayer, Eli (1819-1899) 1, 2, 14 

The Daily Democrat, Rochester, New York 17 

Thompson, Jim 3 

Tiblow, Henry 14 

Todd, Jarrett 17 

Tritt, Perry 16 

Turner, Graham 13 

Turner, Harry 1 

Vineyard, Jesse 5 

Vineyard, John W. "Jack" 1-4, 13, 14 

Wah-pe-nem-mah 14 

Wallingford, D. P. 1, 10, 13 

Ward, Robert 13, 14 
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Index Term Folders 

Waugh, William B. 14 

Welch, William 12 

Wells, John B. 5, 12, 14 

Wells, William H. 16 

West, John 14 

Western Luminary, Parkville, Missouri 12, 17-19 

Weston Reporter, Weston, Missouri 1, 12 

Weston Sentinel, Weston, Missouri 6 

Wisely, L. A. 7, 16 

Woods, Benjamin 5, 14 

Woods, James 5 

Woods, Jeremiah 20 

Woodward, George S. 1 

Wright, Edmund 9 

Wright, J. B. 5, 10, 13, 14 
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