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Then we gather as we travel 
Bits of moss and dirty gravel 

And we chip off little specimens of stone; 
And we carry home as prizes  
Funny bugs of handy sizes 

Just to give the day a scientific tone. 
— Charles E. Carryl 
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Botany is the natural science that transmits the knowledge of plants. 
— Linnaeus 
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Whence Chrysothamnus? 
 
Some of you have been following the nomenclatural meanderings 

of our native rabbitbrushes, which (depending on one’s age) have mi-
grated from Bigelovia, to Chrysothamnus, and thence to Ericameria.  
With the advent of the Compositae volumes of Flora of North America 
(Oxford University Press), we can now present an update to our lost 
sheep.  You may choose to follow the shepherd, or not. 

 
Chrysothamnus depressus Nuttall 
 Ericameria depressa (Nuttall) L.C. Anderson  
Chrysothamnus greenei (Gray) Greene  
 Bigelovia greenei Gray  
 Chrysothamnus filifolius Rydberg  
 Chrysothamnus greenei (Gray) Greene subsp. filifolius (Rydberg) Hall & 

Clements  
 Ericameria filifolia (Rydberg) L.C. Anderson 
 Ericameria greenei (Gray) Nesom  
Chrysothamnus vaseyi (Gray) Greene 
 Bigelovia vaseyi Gray  
 Chrysothamnus bakeri Greene 
 Ericameria vaseyi (A. Gray) L.C. Anderson 
Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall var. lanceolatus 

(Nuttall) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus elegans Greene  
 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall subsp. elegans (Greene) Hall & 

Clements  
 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall subsp. lanceolatus (Nuttall) Hall 

& Clements 
 Ericameria viscidiflora (Hooker) L.C. Anderson subsp. lanceolata (Nuttall) 

L.C. Anderson 
Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall var. viscidiflorus  
 Bigelovia douglasii Gray var. stenophpylla Gray  
 Chrysothamnus glaucus A. Nelson  
 Chrysothamnus serrulatus Rydberg  
 Chrysothamnus stenophyllus (Gray) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall subsp. stenophyllus (Gray) Hall 

& Clements  
 Ericameria viscidiflora (Hooker) L.C. Anderson  
Ericameria cuneata (Gray) McClatchie var. spathulata (Gray) H.M. 

Hall  
 Bigelovia spathulata Gray  
 Haplopappus cuneatus Gray var. spathulatus (Gray) Blake  
Ericameria laricifolia (Gray) Shinners  
 Chrysoma laricifolia (Gray) Greene 
 Haplopappus laricifolius Gray 
Ericameria linearifolia (A.P. de Candolle) Urbatsch & Wussow 
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. arenaria 

(L.C. Anderson) Nesom & Baird 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. arenarius Anderson  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. bigelovii 

(Torrey) Nesom & Baird  
 Chrysothamnus bigelovii (Gray) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. bigelovii (Gray) 

Hall & Clements  
 Linosyris bigelovii Gray  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. 

graveolens (Nuttall) Reveal & Schuyler 
 Bigelovia graveolens (Nuttall) Gray  
 Chrysocoma graveolens Nuttall  
 Chrysothamnus confinis Greene  
 Chrysothamnus graveolens (Nuttall) Greene 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. graveolens (Nuttall) 

Hall & Clements  
 Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. glabrata (A. Gray) 

Nesom & Baird  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. hololeuca 

(A. Gray) Nesom & Baird  
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. gnaphalodes 

(Greene) Hall  

Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. latis-
quamea (A. Gray) Nesom & Baird 

 Bigelovia graveolens (Nuttall) Gray var. appendiculata Eastwood  
 Bigelovia graveolens (Nuttall) Gray var. latisquamea Gray  
 Chrysothamnus appendiculatus (Eastwood) Heller  
 Chrysothamnus latisquameus (Gray) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. latisquameus (Gray) 

H. & S.  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. nitida 

(L.C. Anderson) Nesom & Baird 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. nitidus Anderson  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. oreophila 

(A. Nelson) Nesom & Baird 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. arta (A. Nel-

son) Nesom & Baird 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. consimilis (Greene) 

Hall & Clements 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. pinifolius (Greene) 

Hall & Clements  
 Chrysothamnus pinifolius Greene  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. texensis 

(L.C. Anderson) Nesom & Baird  
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus (Pallas ex Pursh) Britton subsp. texensis Anderson  
Ericameria nauseosa (Pallas ex Pursh) Nesom & Baird var. turbinata 

(M.E. Jones) Nesom  
Ericameria parryi (A. Gray) Nesom & Baird var. affinis (A. Nelson) 

Nesom & Baird  
 Chrysothamnus parryi (Gray) Greene subsp affinis (A. Nelson) L.C. Anderson 
Ericameria parryi (A. Gray) Nesom & Baird var. attenuata (M.E. 

Jones) Nesom & Baird  
 Chrysothamnus newberryi Rydberg  
 Chrysothamnus parryi (Gray) Greene subsp. attenuatus (M.E. Jones) Hall & 

Clements   
Ericameria parryi (A. Gray) Nesom & Baird var. howardii (Parry ex 

A. Gray) Nesom & Baird 
 Chrysothamnus howardii (Parry ex A. Gray) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus parryi (Gray) Greene subsp. howardii (Parry ex A. Gray) Hall 

& Clements  
Ericameria parryi (A. Gray) Nesom & Baird var. parryi  
Lorandersonia baileyi (Wooton & Standley) Urbatsch, Roberts & 

Neubig  
 Ericameria pulchella (Gray) L.C. Anderson subsp. baileyi (Wooton & Stand-

ley) L.C. Anderson 
 Chrysothamnus baileyi Wooton & Standley  
 Chrysothamnus pulchellus (Gray) Greene subsp. baileyi (Wooton & Standley)  

Hall & Clements  
Lorandersonia linifolia (Greene) Urbatsch, Roberts & Neubig 
 Chrysothamnus linifolius Greene  
 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Hooker) Nuttall subsp. linifolius (Greene) Hall & 

Clements  
 Ericameria linifolia (Greene) L.C. Anderson  
Lorandersonia microcephalus (Cronquist) Urbatsch, Roberts & 

Neubig  
 Haplopappus microcephalus Cronquist  
 Ericameria microcephala (Cronquist) Kartesz & Gandhi  
 Tonestus microcephalus (Cronquist) Nesom & Morgan 
Lorandersonia pulchella (Gray) Urbatsch, Roberts & Neubig  
 Bigelovia pulchella Gray  
 Chrysothamnus elatior Standley  
 Chrysothamnus pulchellus (Gray) Greene  
 Chrysothamnus pulchellus (Gray) Greene subsp. elatior (Standley) Hall & 

Clements  
 Ericameria pulchella (Gray) L.C. Anderson  
 Ericameria pulchella (Gray) L.C. Anderson var. elatior (Standley) L.C. Ander-

son  
 Linosyris pulchella Gray  
Lorandersonia spathulata (L.C. Anderson) Urbatsch, Roberts & 

Neubig  
 Chrysothamnus spathulatus L.C. Anderson  
 Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Nuttall) Hooker subsp. ludens Shinners  
 Ericameria spathulata (L.C. Anderson) L.C. Anderson     
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What’s in a Name? 
 

Suckleya suckleyana 
 
“George Suckley (1830-1869) was born in New York City and graduated from the College of Physicians 

and Surgeons (now a part of Columbia University) in September 1851. In April 1853 Suckley was appointed 
assistant surgeon and naturalist to the Pacific Railroad Survey of the 47th and 49th parallels between St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory, under the command of Isaac I. Stevens. His work on the 
survey included a 1,049 mile, 53-day canoe trip down the Bitter Root, Clark's Fork, and Columbia Rivers to Fort 
Vancouver, during which he made extensive natural history collections. On December 2, 1853, Suckley was 
commissioned Assistant Surgeon, United States Army. He was ordered to duty at Fort Steilacoom, Washington 
Territory, where he remained until June 12, 1854, when he was transferred to Fort Dalles, Oregon Territory. In 
July 1854, Suckley obtained leave of absence for six months, which he partially spent collecting natural history 
specimens in Panama with James G. Cooper. Suckley resigned from the Army on October 3, 1856, and for the 
next five years pursued his interest in natural history. During this period, Suckley was assigned to write the re-
ports on the mammals and salmonidae collected by the Northwest Boundary Survey of 1857. In 1859 he co-
authored with James G. Cooper, The Natural History of Washington Territory, which was based primarily on 
data and observations made while serving with the Pacific Railroad Survey. On the outbreak of the Civil War, Suckley rejoined the Army and was 
commissioned Surgeon of Volunteers. He served for the duration of the war, resigning April 22, 1865. Suckley died July 30, 1869, in New York 
City.”  — William E. Cox, Smithsonian Institution Archives [http://www.si.edu/archives/archives/findingaids/FARU7191.htm] 

Eponymy: 
• Squalus suckleyi, a shark 
• Catostomus sucklii, a sucker fish 
• Falco columbarius suckleyi, a falcon 
• Atriplex suckleyi (Torrey) Rydberg, a flowering plant, SUCKLEY’S ORACH, in the Chenopodiaceae (not in New Mexico) 
• Suckleya suckleyana (Torrey) Rydberg, a New Mexico flowering plant, POISON SUCKLEYA, in the Chenopodiaceae  

Plant Distribution Reports 
New records and significant distribution reports for New Mexico plants should be documented by complete collection information and disposition 

of a specimen (herbarium). Exotic taxa are indicated by an asterisk (*), endemic taxa by a cross (+). 

— Robert Sivinski [NM Forestry Division, P.O. Box 1948, Santa Fe, NM 
87504] 

Cryptantha flavoculata (A. Nelson) Payson (Boraginaceae):  San 
Juan County:  Navajo Nation, Beclabito area, ca. 1.25 miles NW 
of Beclabito Day School, T31N R21W Sec 35, 5740 ft, Morrison 
Formation, piñon-juniper woodland with sagebrush, cliffrose, and 
blue grama, 12 April 2001, Arnold Clifford 01-81 (SJNM).  [First 
record for New Mexico.] 

 
— Kelly Allred [MSC Box 3-I, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, 

NM 88003] 
Muhlenbergia arsenei A.S. Hitchcock  (Poaceae):  McKinley 

County:  Chaco Mesa, top of mesa, on rim road ca. 2 miles nw of 
windmill, nearly directly across from horseshoe-shaped mesa, 
Mesa Verde group, large boulder monoliths, pinon pine, Utah 
juniper, rabbitbrush, 7090 ft, 24 Sep 2000, K. Heil & A. Clifford 
15930 (SJNM).  [First record for McKinley County for this grass 
on the New Mexico Rare Plants list; also known from Sandoval 
and Santa Fe counties, Arizona, Utah, California, Mexico] 

 
— Wynn Anderson [3015 Piedmont, El Paso, TX 79902],  Robert 

Sivinski [NM Forestry Division, P.O.B. 1948, Santa Fe, NM 87504], and 
Kelly Allred [MSC Box 3-I, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, 
NM 88003] 

Adenophyllum wrightii A. Gray var. wrightii (Asteraceae, Wright’s 
dogweed):  Sierra County:  Black Range, Percha Canyon, ca 4 
miles W of Hillsboro on Hwy 152, roadside ditch, N32°54'53.4" 
W107°38'34.2" (WGS 84), 7 Oct 2006, R. Sivinski & W. 
Anderson 6220 (UNM);  Gila Natl. For., Gourd Ridge, about 0.2 
mi W of forest boundary off of hwy 59, grama grassland with 
some scattered juniper, approx. N33°28.339 W107°42.907, 7182 ft 

(2200 m), 14 Aug 2000, Lans Stavast s.n. (NMCR).  [First 
published records for Sierra County for this species on the New 
Mexico Rare Plants list; about 40 miles northwest of known Grant 
County sites, on the eastern side of the Gila National Forest.] 

 
— Ray Turner [Desert Laboratory, U.S. Geological Survey, 1675 West 

Anklam Road, Tucson AZ 85745] 
Adolphia infesta (Kunth) Meisner (Rhamnaceae, Texas junco):  

Hidalgo County:  1.5 miles west of Alamo Hueco Ranch 
headquarters, approx. N31°25’46” W108°27’3”, 4700 ft, Mar 
2002, Ray Turner s.n. (ARIZ).  [This is the second record of this 
species from the state.] 

 
— Richard Spellenberg [Dept. Biology, New Mexico State University, Las 

Cruces, NM 88003] 
Erigeron nivalis Nuttall (Asteraceae, snowy fleabane):  Sandoval 

County:  Jemez Mts, Redondo Peak, Ludwig & Smith 1368 & Reif 
et al. 2403 (NMC).  [det. by Guy Nesom]      

 
— Cockerell & Andrews [Cockerell, T.D.A. & D.M. Andrews. 1936. A 

new goldenrod from northern New Mexico. Torreya 36(2):35-36.] 
Solidago capulinensis Cockerell & Andrews (Asteraceae, Mount 

Capulin goldenrod):  Union County:  Mount Capulin National 
Monument, D.M. Andrews s.n. (NY). 

 
— Patrick Alexander [Dept. Biology, New Mexico State University, Las 

Cruces, NM 88003] 
Croton monanthogynus Michaux (Euphorbiaceae, prairie-tea):  

Eddy County:  South Texas Hill Canyon Research Natural Area, 

(Continued on page 8, Plant Reports) 
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“Some people dismiss taxonomies and their revisions as mere 
exercises in abstract ordering – a kind of glorified stamp collecting 
of no scientific merit and fit only for small minds who need to 
categorize their results.  No view could be more false and more 
inappropriately arrogant.  Taxonomies are reflections of human 
thought; they express our most fundamental concepts about the 
objects of our universe.  Each taxonomy is a theory about the crea-
tures that it classifies.” 

– S.J. Gould, in Forward to “Five Kingdoms” by Margulis and Schwartz. 

20 Sep 2001, R.S. Peterson 01-508 (NMC). 
 
— Robert Sivinski [NM Forestry Division, P.O. Box 1948, Santa Fe, NM 87504] 
Ostrya knowltonii Coville (Betulaceae, Knowlton’s hop-hornbeam):  Otero County:  Sacramento 

Mountains, Alamo Canyon above confluence with Purgatory Canyon, NAD 83, E419134  
N3634760, limestone canyon bottom with Fraxinus velutina & Vitis arizonica, several dozen 
trees along ¼ mile of canyon, 25 July 2006, R.C. Sivinski & P. Tonne 6083 (UNM).  [This fills 
out the distribution of this little-seen shrub, occurring from the Guadalupe Mts across the 
Sacramento Mts, to the Organ Mts.]             

(Plant Reports, continued from page 7) 


