
Ynkhorne Terms 
Can you find 50 of the inkhorn words from Edward Phillips’ list of “affected or barbarous words” which he 

cautions his readers not to use in the 1678 fourth edition of his New World of Words dictionary? 

 

Alebromancy  
Anthropomancy  
Aurigrahpy  
Axinomancy  
Bibliography  
Billingsgatize  
Bubulcitate  
Cephalonomancie  
Ceromancie  
Clempsonize  
Cynarctomachy  
Dirutor  
Divagation  
Egurgitate  
Empturition  
Enthronization  
Fallaciloquent  

Glossomatical  
Hagiography  
Hierograms  
Honorificabilitudinitatibus  
Horripilation  
Illiquation  
Incommiscibility  
Jatroliptick  
Lithomancy  
Monophagie  
Melliloquent  
Miniography  
Nexuosity  
Nugipolyloquous  
Oneirocriticism  
Paratragaediate  
Plastography 

Psallo-citharist  
Quadrigamist  
Quinquiplication  
Repatriation  
Rurigene  
Ryparography 
Sciomancy 
Stigonomancy 
Subhumeration 
Talpicide 
Tephramancy 
Ventripotent 
Viscated 
Vulgivagant 
Xytopolist 
Zythepsary 
 



Definitions of the inkhorn words in the puzzle 
 

Alebromancy – “divination by Barley” 

Aurigrahpy – “a writing in Gold” (Blount) 

Axinomancy – “Divination by Axes” (Blount) 

Bibliography – “a writing books” (Blount and Jonson as bibliographer) 

Billingsgatize – “to scold” 

Bubulcitate – “to do the office of a Bubulcus or Cowheard” (Cockeram, Blount) 

Cephalonomancie – “Divination by the broil’d head of an Asse” 

Ceromancie – “Divination by wax put into water” (Blount) 

Clempsonize – “to filch” 

Cynarctomachy – “Bear-baiting” 

Dirutor – “a thrower-down, a destroyer” (Blount) 

Divagation – “wandring to and fro” (Blount) 

Egurgitate – “to discharge” (Blount) 

Empturition – “a having a desire to buy” (Blount) 

Enthronization – “action or act of enthroning someone” 

Fallaciloquent – “speaking deceitfully” (Bailey, and -quence, Blount) 

Flexiloquent – “speaking so as to bend or incline the minds of others” (Cockeram, Blount) 

Glossomatical – “belonging to a short Comment” (Blount) 

Hagiography – “a writing of holy things” (Blount, Phillips, Johnson as hagiographer) 

Hierograms – “writings on any sacred subject” (Blount, Johnson as hierographer) 

Honorificabilitudinitatibus – “honourableness” (Shakespeare, Nashe) 

Horripilation – “rough with hair, an erection of the hair with a fright” (Blount) 

Illiquation – “an Infusing dry things into liquid” 

Incommiscibility – “uncapable of Mixture” (Blount) 

Jatroliptick – “applying Ointments” (Blount, Chambers, Johnson) 

Libanomancy – “Divination by Frankincense” 

Lithomancy – “Divination by the casting of Stones” (Browne, quoted by Johnson) 

Monophagie – “eating alone” 

Melliloquent – “fair-spoken, uttering as it were honied words” (Blount) 

Miniography – “a painting in red” (Blount, Bailey) 

Nexuosity – “full of knots” 

Nugipolyloquous – “speaking much and altogether triflingly” 

Oneirocriticism – “an expertness in the expounding of dreams” 

Opisthographical – “having something written on the back” (Cockeram, Blount) 

Paratragaediate – “to over-do in a tragical representation,” “to speak over-big” 

Plastography – “counterfeiting any ones hand writing” (Blount) 

Psallo-citharist – “one that sings to the Harp” (Blount) 

Quadrigamist – “having four wives, or married four times” (Blount) 

Quinquiplication – “five times double” (Blount) 

Quinquipunctual – “having five points” 

Repatriation – “a returning again into ones Country” 

Rurigene – “born in the Country” (Blount, Johnson as rurigenous) 

Ryparography – “sordid writing” 

Sciomancy – “Divination by shadows” 

Stigonomancy – “a Divination by the bark of Trees” (Blount) 

Subhumeration – “a putting ones shoulder to a burthen” (Blount) 

Talpicide – “a Mole-catcher” (Blount) 

Tephramancy – “Divination by ashes” 

Ventripotent – “mighty in belly” 

Viscated – “intangled in Birdlime” (Cockeram, Blount) 

Vulgivagant – “wandring among, or after the manner of the Vulgar” (Blount) 

Vulpinarity – “a Fox-like subtilty” 

Xytopolist – “a Wood-monger” (Blount) 

Zythepsary – “a Brewhouse”  


