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'the mouth-blown p lpu a t present played in Irela nd a re a 
recent import fr om Sco t land , native warp!pe. were p l ayed here 
for c enturle , until the ir gradua.l dl,placerQent by the bellow,_ 
blown pipes. Scan Donnelly will t raee t he h is t ory and usu of 
t h e older pipes down to their disappear a nce in the eighteenth 
and. n inet e enth centuriell . 

S:l.turday 4 April at 8 p . rQ . ill 15 aenri<ltta St , IN.bHII 1 
--' 



2 M i I< 0 RUII . ell o " --------------------------
M 1 K 0 RUSSE L L o N V1DE OTA PE 

On 8 three-day vi.dt to Dublin l ... "t summer, Miko RUB " "l l 

of Dooli n , co . Clare , r eoo rd ed Qver 200 danc e t une a f or 

Breandan Br eathnach and made !I colour vldeotape 1n the 

studio of Trini t y College , Dublin . The videotape was 

,..holm a t a meeting of the Soci e ty h e l d i n the College on 

6 Decembe r 1980 , it hae Miko playing On tin whistle 

('flute' in Clare) snd conce rt ('timbe r' ) nut"'. singing 

songs in I rish and EngUflh , and oOllve r sing with Breandan 

Breathnaoh "nd Hugh Shiel da a bout hi s musical life . 

In his introduction to the tape Breandan pointed out 

t hat Miko is the sole surv iving expon ent of a loca l styl e 

of dance mus ic influenced by conoertina , that the b ulk of 

hie playing r opertory o f over ]00 tune a - a typica l number 

for a good musician - ia local in oriein, and tha t it con

tain!! many unpubli!!bed tuneB . 

Miko ' !! mUllic i s immediately recognieable, clea r in 

Bound, unhurr i ed, with well !let out proport i oned phr aBes . 

Melodi c orname nts a re al most whol ly absent, t here is an 

i nfrequent si ngle grace no te , an occas iona l D' e D' t ripl et , 

t he rinishing of a t une o n a no t e an octave up . Neither 

rol16 nor double g r ace notes are uaed. The eaae noe of hie 

style is in the rhythm , be prolonga noteo and "tops long 

note s wi t h the tongue. Notes o f the sam e pi tch a r e tongued 

separately . 

Miko ha!! a tenuous l ink, through hie f a ther , wi th the 

"poken IriSh of co . Clare. On t he t ape he singe macaron i c 

ver"i one of Benn dub h a n ghleanna and An maidrln rua, the 

Keach in th e oreel, a nd the local love IIOng the Well of 

epri ne wnter . AOlo n£; o the r tunes , he playe two 90ng air6 

turned double jigs B ~mis ag 01 and Don"} na grCtne, Sport- , 
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ins N .. Ily - s r .... l t or $010 danc .. r _ some 6 ,8 tunse t or the op_ 

ening figure .. of t he local set .. , and a 2 .4 Boyn .. wat .. r f or tb. 

final fi!;1Jr .. . 

J 0 H N K ELL Y 

F I P D LEA N D 

PLAYINO 

CON C 8 R TIN A 

Another West Clare musici"n , but in the fIellh, wa .. the foou" at 

an infor ..... l evening of mUllic and mUII;caI r eminillcence a t a 

.. eeting on 31 January io 15 Henrietta St , Dublin 1. J ohn KellT, 

a maeter fiddle aod coocer tina pl ayer who ha .. lived f or Over 

t hirty y ear .. in Dubli n, acqui r ed hia ba .. !o mu .. ioa l .. t yl e in bie 

native distr ict of Rehy, co. Clare, but hae l earned much mu"i o 

and 101''' from the mu"icia n" he ha" play .. d with in hi .. y .. a r " 1n 

the city . 

The t une .. be played are for hi m closely linked t o th" pl ace" 

and peopl e whenoe he l earned them , the Flogging r eel, a univ~ 

"aI tavourite at fir esi de and dano". io hi e ohi ldhoodl the 

Heather bree ze reel, " eaI'd fr Om Pst9Y Oeal'Y , a l ocsl proteeeion

al fiddl er at a feie in Kilkee in 1927 1 the Ol'and o l d dame 

hornpipe, learnt frOm a record pl ayed on a Vic trola brought 

home fl'om the State" by ' a Yanke .. wOman ', Scandinavian danc e 

tunee picked up by hi .. oai l o r unc l es, ~y ma .. ter grind .. an 01'

~, " modern t une taught t o hi ll mothel' at echool and later 

heard fl'om an orr..~n grinder on the Dublin quays . 

John fir~ t learned from his mo t he l' and uncle .. , ooncertina 

and ", elod~on player>;, and played the concert in" him"e lf fro," 

an ear l y age . The half-crown inst ruments available in We~t 

OIare , genel'ally bought from drapers 1n the town" , were ot 

poor quality with paper b .. llow~ snd bad key .. and were often 

finish .. d after One ni~ht' lI hal'd playin~ . But their sound wae 

pre f erred by danc er .. to tha t of the fiddle . Some dancer s 

eVen prefel'l'ed liltere. 



4 J 0 h n Kslly. fiddle", concert in .. 

John was fasoi nated by the fir a t f iddlers he heard, but 

s ioce fi ddler s we re 80 9C8rOB in the l ocal tty, he had to wait 

f or yea rs berore getting 18s80n8 a nd hie first fiddle, whl oh 

wa .. cu t - s trunt.'. 'tuned t o C · and .. " d .. by Il l oell.} blac Kom ith . 

The Clore of hi e y ou th wa s 'a gay count r y , very e.8Y to 

start .. da noe , 88tS a nd s inging a nd 8001. porter' , although 

then as nOw theTe wer8 'people with no music in them', With 

the f idd le he often played a t house dances eiI n1 6htl'l a ,", .... k, 

a lthough ne veT for money. 

Peopl e had l ittle r egard f or prof.8eional . u81ei3ne 

('oat ch-penny p eop le' ) . patey Ceary 80me times came in for 

rough treatment from 80m8 of the l ocale and onoe had hlo 

fiddle brOke n b,y them . Although Gea ry wae married a nd had 

a house in the nei ! hbourhood he apent ~uoh time travallin! 

to play a t wedd inga, balls in the eig Housee , and raoe

mee ti nga . With hil brother he regulsrly played his way 

around Munlter, otten r e turning with as .uch ae t e n pound", 

thia a t a time whe n the average wage wao a f ew ehilling~ . 

He guarded his music jeal ous ly and didn't teach his s ona 

for f ear they would b r eak hi s fiddle. 

Among the other tune a of hi" early day" played by John 

we re the Permolle lae,, ! e,, ' r ee l, the Ebb tide reel, the 

Bunch of key s re e l, and 60me "I ides and polkas. These 

l a tt er a lthough oo",,"only known we re not esteemed. 'The 

Clare da nce was " the r eel danoe"' . 

Ni cho l aa Carolan , 
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1<)6. C UI Dca lha c; h 

~i 0 'l i)P t ; ., JJTf.7jj pJ U i '~J1-~ t i"" Wg 
'" • tf\ 'i' fi' 

tiE ~ U"±"t-dl~ t rfJ cf.; 101~Cfl.',:tH,r.r (L~"I 

I" 1),;"., 11 " .' ( ;, "·i,,~ 

From Br eandnn Br.nthnach'~ two c oll ec tions Ceol r 1nee na 

hEirca nn 1 - 2, Dubl i n 196 ) and 1976 . The tunes were 

played by Mi ko RUGael l ( vol. 1. no 10, ac e p. 2 above) 

and John ke lly ( VOl. 2, no 196). 
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JOHNNY 

BUTTON 

Johnny O'L .. .,r,. 

o L K ART 

Ace 0 R D ION 

The second recital of th ... ne .. year took p lace in Henrietta 

-

St on 28 February and featured the acoordion player Jobnny 

Leary, fr om Gneeveguilla On the Kerry aide of Sliabh Luachra . 

In this dlstrict traditional danoing ie still etrong, and the 

dance musio has not become divorced from the dancing ae has 

happened 80 widely elsewhere. The charaoteristio local dance 

l e now the polka set, a dance fOT four couples which is mad .. 

up mainly o f 214 polka figures and tiniehed otf with 8 1218 

elide figure and a hornpipe figure. Other sets .. ere .1eo 

danoed. Originally performed in houses, the s .. ts later moved 

1nto t he danoe halls built in the district after the CiVil War, 

and are now often danced in pube. After a lull during th.e for 

t1e8 and fiftie8 they have again become very popular, and the 

recent petrol shortages have given them a boost, sin~e young 

people are not travelling out of the district for dance8 to the 

same extent as formerly. The chief instruments used have been 

the fiddle and the button accordion. Whiatles and flutss are 

also played but not the pipe8. 

Johnny Leary, having learnt music frOm bis uncles, beg~n 

playing in tbe ha lle at the age of thirteen on th.e melodeon or 

'ten-key accordion'. He now playe a two-row C# - D button 

a~cordion. He h.as lived all his life in Sliabh Luaeh.ra , pla.y

in8 a lways for the l ocal dancera with other local musicians , 

espeoially th.e fiddler Denie Murphy, his ~,rtner for forty 

years. Johnny cu.rrently playe for eet-dancing twioe a week 1n 

a Knocknagre e pub. As well as a few Old-time waltz8s, thre e 

sets are danoed in the cou.rse of the night, ea~h lasting about 

half an hour (in Sliabh Luachra each figure of the aet is doub 

led). Two or tbree sengs are aung between dances. The bulk 

of Johnny's repertory, and of the tunes hs played us, is made 
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!IO. Can ,;"'" 

----_. __ . 
~ tun~ without titla ployed by Johnny Lea ry, frOM 
Breandan Br~athnaoh'a Ceol rince na hEiraann 2, no 60 

up of .u~ i c fo r t he ee t whi oh he perfor~e at a heotio pace but 

with a notably s teady rhythm. 

Like othor Sl iabh Luachra p~rforMers, Johnny Leary l a alao 

out standin« as a story l e ller. Ona atory , told of Pa dra iS 

U' Kee fe , the last profeosional f i ddle-maater of the area , will 

have t o repr eoent the r est , 

' He waa up In Scarta~leD a nother nisht. At tha t ti. e Pa

d raig was very Buch on the dri nk, h~ ~ouldn't play at all, 

wh iskey a ll the ti Me, he waa alwaye in Jaok Lyon ' a bar. ~~

~ay t hey m8d~ up their pl an they'd give bi. nO mOre until he'd 

play fira t . He caM~ in, anyway , a nd he had a touch of a cold 

a ll r ieht . And there was another fel l ow with hi • •.• And no 

one went to Pad raig, they left him alone. ~fter a wh i le what 

did h ~ do? Dropped down in a wskeness . On ths f loor . They 

all ran and picked hi . up and put him s ill i nS i D the cha ir, 

and he had about t en half one a a r ound him. And the f.llow 

t ha t was with hi m nn.vway eaye "Padraig, e-ive me one of thOIlB, 

you ..,on' t drink i t all ." "You o,""'n do ..,ithout it then," he 
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lIayo , '·you can 8'0 and gat your own wakeneall •• 0" He wall not.d 

a ll rieht.' 

MAny of the :yOU"« people of SHabh LUllch ... a re now learnina: 

tha l oca l t un •• tro~ the older ~uaioi8n.. One of theee t. Elllln, 

Johnny'a daughter , an accomplished whi s tle player, who acoo~pan_ 

led her ( a t her t or th a s econd part of hi. Dub lin performanoe. 

Nichol •• Car olan 

,. 0 L X SOH 0 WEEKBND I • PORT RUSH 

A weekend of f ol k singing organised by LaD Grana. a nd spon

Bored by the Art s Council tor Northern Ireland will be h e ld 

in Portrueh fr~ 24 t o 26 Aprl1, tha weekend f ol l owing Eae

t il l'. It w11l b. in ~emory of t be Antrl~ a nd Dorry aingara 

Joe Kolm8e and Eddia Butche r. 

The commi tt ee of the Society takes thie oppOrtunity to 

hol d .. second out-or_Dublin .,etln«. o n Saturday 25 Apri l 

in Portrueh. There wil l be no Society programme or b~$i

ness , but we h ope that many members wi ll ~eet there and 

participate in the .usioal activitiee. 

Me.bere int e nding to t ravel from Dublin by car, wi th or 

without t ransport already arranged , may like to contac t the 

Hon. Secr et ary, or a nother eommit~ ee m~~ber , so that a~ 

opportunities of car-eharing may h, t aken advantage of . 

There 18 also an expr eee bue from Dublin to Coleraine , 

and t he Portrue h dletrict hae a lot o f f i ne scenery . 
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o E 0 0 RAP R I C A L D 1 ST R I 8 UTI 0 B 0 r 
THE 5 A M HE N Rye 0 L L & C T I ON 

Throughout my work on the Sam Henry collection of Ul st er fo l k 

eonge 1 have assumed , as it appears othere who have wor ked on 

the cOllection have aS3umed , tha t while predominant17 tro~ co •• 

Antrim and Londonderry it was fairly well distributed wi t hin 

t hoee countiee and, it much Ieee deneely , over the whole or tbe 

reet of U1 et er. Recent work compele me to enter a cavea t , i t 

not a downright contradiction of that position . 

Gary Hastings the flute player and a etudent ot the New Uni

versity of Ulster has made me an index of the names of Sam Hen

ry's singers and correspondents and alsO of their locales . 

While the work of indexing ie not complete the pattern i s clear . 

When the places where eingers lived are plotted on the Ordnance 

Survey map almost all a r e within twelve miles of Coleraine . It 

is not surprising , I suppose, when one considers , as J have 

b een discovering , that almost all of Henry ' s folklo r e col1,c t1nc 

took place 'in tandem ' with his activity as an offioer of the 

Inland Revenue and pre~umably the area Henry oollected in was 

that i n which he gauged . 

It r emains to b e properly documented, but in the meantime it 

must be said that the Henry oolleotion is of muoh narrOwer geo

graphical soope than has been thought . 

Work on t he r est of the Henry material is progressing . Be

oause of the massive amount of misoellaneous paper to eift , 88-

lect and gain oontrol of, it is very slow. But a further volume 

is in preparation. 

John Moulden 
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' P ILL ILl U I , A I( B 0 EAR A' 

Som~ tlm~ ago we had a l ett er from Virginia Bl ankenhorn, then in 

th e Schoo l of Soottisll Studies a nd now working in Skye. It in

c luded the f ollowing queri es. Any information readere can pro

vide will be forwarded to her. 

1 '~ 8 ju~, ha~ t he mos t r ecent Ceol 1fro .n~ 1t ocCurs t o . ,. 
th"t I h!l~" eo couple ot en1ul rro.;-,,1iTCii your readers .. la:ht be 
able to hell' "u, Ollt .. 1tIt. They ' r e .... t hor diffe r ent . Th .. 
tint 1 s 

1 ) In cannexinn .. Hh ~. ecnl"ll . I n thO cOurn" ot It recent job 
editing e C~Bnatte tapa for publication io the 5ohool ' 0 diac 
aD d ca~sott. se r i e e I have co ... ac rOSS on 1t" .. . Bunr, by Cnlu. 
Johnston or n"r r n , ... i,j.c~, :\~ ~;oid h:l.d r.o!:o ,,:to " s ,.. !;".,fr:otn 
for ~oentn1: the dead . The tune "hi eh goe s ,,1th It la .. r ather 
JI.lli r )uoua , deocen11n3 one , whiCh wcul~ be con31o~ont with 
what I ~nou or these tunes gonerally. The te%~ 1 3 1n the 
ro~ or a Quatrain , wi t h the first 11ne b.i~ uttered three 
t 1cee: 

Pll111l plll1l1111eb'lhun (",) 
~111 111 e~dh~in , pl11ileo hebin. 

~uite coinCidentally I cnme ocro~~ e chor~c te r in 30~erville 
and Ro e" (l\e(11niscence~ of nn !r13:~ R. ,",) who says "Pl1 11w : " 
b,. way ot "" e>:clao::.t1on . ooe 3 3nybody know this e l< pr e8sion 
or (bette r still} ol any u Oe of it in a k .. enln~ conte~t? 

2} On f:61re .tine S1 ithonnchBdha ' s r ecord!n£: Deor" .~ llle 
there i6 ~n 1te~ called ' 3 anbo 6~r" , a si~ple , repetItive 
aOn6 with a ~oC"ble r e{r:nn HI the :o~ ol 0 dhlolj\le: tha 
'rlr8t parson' ot the aon~ Invl t~3 others to ' Go e~3t , 60 
weat' and find he r a hU3b""d. '13rioU9 n!U:les e r " S\L<:IJ:""ted , 
and r ejoctod , u:>t11 Onc 13 acc"pted "3 S~t13t'actory. 'this 
" ong ln both fo"" a nd content 1~ ov"rwhelotin,-:ly r=lnl~ccnt 
of a t ype or 3cottish (l3el1c "one ,med 1n the l'Jaed.lf:lulkine , 
" ",","lly ""lhd a 'cla!,p1 n,o;' song. Can anyone t e i.l lOe of IlIIY 
other u,,",plo o f a eon~ ot t h1a character frQO> the Iri9h 
eont u t? 

I am lncludin~ a transc r ipt!on of the t une t o t he keening 
voca.hle " In ea"e you think \J,"':; .. i;;hl be of inter e9 t", 

!) -
.',--!--== • 
pll_ll:1_1e6 
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wo R L D B.lOPIPI CONYI.TIOW 

Bel.iacbe Radio en 'I'elevie!e, Westdeutseber Rundfunk 

a nd Radio France w111 or.-nis. a oonferenoe on the ba.pipe, 

amply illustrated by performance, to be held at the univer

sity of Louvain from 9 to 13 November 1981. .lbout twenty 

different countries , including I reland. will be repre.ented. 

There will be conoerte, and 

the theme. will include the 

claesi f ication of ba&pi pes . 

Infor"l& \ion froln Hr 11. C. 

Vuylet eke. Co- ordinator, 

World Bagpipe Convsntion, 

ROom 2 r 3, A.Reyerelaan 52 , 

B - 1040 Brussels . 

N • UILLB.lHH 

The pipere are balding their annual 1'ionol P!obaireachta at 

Bettyetown, co. Meath, from 1 to 3 May . Lectures and reoital. 

ere announced, and par ti cipants wUl include Pat IUteheU (on 

Patey Touhey), 5eoiree BOdley (on harmony in Irish IllUslc). 

P'draig 6 ~~il l' (on elow airs) and Seaaue Enni. (OD the 

pip..,) . 

F 0 L IC M U SIC •• M.lOEK COLLEGE, 

D ERR Y 

* weekend seminar waa hald on 28-29 November 1980 at Mage. 

CoU eg" Derry (New University of Ulater). e!ltttled 'Irish 

musicl the integral tradit ion '. Participants c&me fro. var

ious part e of Ulster and alsO fro~ tbe South. Ths " Minar 

wa s or ganised by Risteard Nac Gabhann. 
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, 0 J. S Q UI 'I' K' , 

a 0 N OS " P EN S I O N 

" , P • n • . " ,"on .. ,, _ " Seaghan a ' bhr i et e l •• that r " 

f; J.lfJ u B IJ. j i) DJ 
:\ ,. """ i.d i" '''1 lA S!loC r.>, I. bhro . ~us "( d h"' ,, r", ,. . r atg 

EA 1 1 8 1£] J j 
ChUIl .lto.S, da r ll ()ll\ , Hu~ lt .r i ~ "hot r I. d _t.ruo Ar ~-C"r . r"lp, 

o 1 ] £) IJJ D P 
" tJl q J 

,......, 

) 1 4!1 
s t, ' t.he p~n . ,. \'''0 ' • 

'" tPhj jq m I t t PrEEH 
Snn tt r , r.o JM.i. r L'I.Ch $1 fir f o:v1h .. 1. le 'l;l. n pon . !li on. 

Ar ~idin an la aaolr e, i bhfo8US ~t dh. 'n Earra i g , 

Chualae , dar 110m, l iughrie choi r i d-trao a r g-Carraig" 

D'fhia frui geae rein de ' m' mhnaoi, woul d ahe be pl eased to menti on , 

Fath gil,. na aair-rhea ,.. n-groidhe ' .e (hr.agail'" ai, ' t he pe ns ion' , 

CIU' Fa l 

!thchuing{m, & chroidhc, do ~ch .. naoi bhoicht ehr{ona ag.i nn, 

San t i r, go mairf idh a( e r f eadh mi l e .. { , a pension. 
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2 Nu.ir mheudai. ar an n-gl&r, do thria l la. dtC a n ohat halr , 

Mar a ra1bb -'la lan do ot6r '0 eluoch ooan-daoln. o'bhra1th ar. 

Sh(l Saishan rur 1 • .6r 6tl bheadb ann 1 g-06tr tid an l.anbb. 

B'e a ohOmh&lrlo,'tan ,0 toll nCl t atl l air aoht ,0 h-&~.' 
C..,. Pa, 

Cl~, In tonad tutgho. go ratbh o{orruidh. ag gao call11gb 

A l eightoftdh tlormacht oro1dhe aon duine hhocht 'aan bball •. 

) Nuair rot nn.adh d.treadb an .tolr, Idlr dar(r{' 'a --cadh. 
Chuir gacb or(on-hhean ' a aaan6ir an da l.ath-ebor&ln ~ apaca. 

Cbroth nnnann e 'e d'fhill , 'a ohu1r ar anaidh~. '. ar naio, " 

Bh! hreall orrainne a eh!' So bb_ta,haaol. t{on aD al.,e. 

Cur ,.;, 

'Orat e '. b'~ ar n-suidhe , 'olaimh, teoohain. 1.8gh. ' CUa maal~ 
in bhuldhln na n-dltgbtheolr{ do bbroDn bhur g-ooroinl ,eala . ' 

4 Annean , ar bualadh an dr~. oaoln-ahalnnl m putrt . '. oana4h, 

l ateach, go b-eudtrom, le cul -chearrbhalg i dtighan leanna. 

Ar ~hr.in " ar 01 ba ghaarr gur lulghe.dar utla, 

1 ,-cO$h,ar adhbhaidbe-oooil chG.h bina 10 amolalgh 001110. 

Cur Pa , 

Bh~r el&inte, a cheoltoirl. ni rabhabhair choidhcba brOn&Cbl 

'S sorta. ' s .. abatdh drgbe ar gach a tatg[n na cor 6lnaach. 

Worda and tune opeoificat ion are reproduc ed wi thout correction 
trom An L6cbrann 11 v, Jan . 1909, Trolee, p . 71 melod1 adapted 
from 'Selgban an bhrCote leat~ir'. Clairs.aoh n. n~.I. pt.) • 
• ~. SeoC8mb Laoid., Dublin 190). no XXX. Signed, Mich.~l 6 
Seaghdha . 

Tomorrow will •• e tbe l n~ucuration of t he .yet.~ of Oove~n

~eht pen~ion. for tbe aged adopt.d by Parll ... nt during ite 

laot Seeeion. The ech ..... it will be rem" .. ber.d, ...... intro

duc.d by Mr. As~ui tb when he introduoed hi. la et Budsa, ••• 

Tbe a~. ll .. it waa tix.d at 70, .nd tbe amount Of p.n.IoD at 

L1) a year .•• The large proportion of penaionabl. p.r.ona t o 

population in Ir.lnnd hac naturally been tbe aubjeot of com

ment 1n and out Of parliam.nt. Tbe Chancellor of tbe lxche-
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QueI' pr ovoked t he merr i.ent or the Hou • • of Co~on. 1n thi s 

connexi on a mont h a go by giv in« the es timat ed number of per-

80ne over 70 ye3r8 of age In the Unit ed Kingdom. He .howed 

t hat, on the b. ,l. or the f 1«ur • • quot ed by hi_ , the percen t

age or the per aona cl aiming 01d-&g8 pens i ons to the popula_ 

t ion ove r 70 y ear a ot ag • . •. w • •••• I n I rel and, 128 pe r oent 

_._ The ol aim whe n made i , given t o the pos t ma s t er , le in

ves tigat ed by the pe nsion offi cer. a nd deo lded upon by the 

l ocal pe ns i on co~i t t e • • • • . 

~. London Thursd~y ) 1 Dece~ber 1908 , p. 5 

' T h .. • 1 d p enaion' 

t1JJVJ flJ J' J 11 j J 1 tn=£ t= 
I f a n. y /!IIlO l .. no t too aP,O ') I' on that pnl nt \IOn t \fmn~. 

4J;;;&-1 ~j J J 1 J¥k)¥Jgt 
111" roult 1109 "l t h your PIlI' . "" t, r. no" t.hnt. ,!t<I . n 't. "IInr . ry younr: . 

Come a ll y ou o l d-age pensioner s of e ve r y degre e , 

I hope you a r e mos t gratef ul to yo ur d i~t r l~ t co~mi ttee . 

I f any m~n is not the age or on t hat poin t went wr o ng, 

The f a u l t l ies with your par ents now t ha t didn 't ma r r y young . 

$0 l e t us cslebr a t e the day with ei necr-~ine a nd br~y , 

~opi~g t ha t o n t ho La,t_~ we 31 1 _g~t o~f~s~~ 
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" 
H.ra'. sood h.al t h to laquith. i f Ch~b.rlain would aow 

C_e up with 11:11 10n~pro .. iII.~ boon. _thr.~. a nd a cow. 

~ A wo.&n of uncertain aC' ehe did h.r oa.e beCin. 

'I wa. a nioe we. baby, cente, t he MiCht of the Big Wind, 

And ae a proof l oan r e late an ancl.nt nur.ery r~e, 

It'. out of pr int a hundred yeare, It aoothed .. a .any'a tbe tl .e . 

3 W .. baby, wee baby, w .. baby l)'i~ .Ull, 

Tour daddy and your mammy they have cone off to t he .. 111. 

w •• baby, w •• baby, we. baby lyi~ e tl11, 

When th.y come baok, w • • baby, you'll hav. bannock. for your 

rill . ' 

4 'Ah, .. dam, we forco the right of que. t ion and r.tor t, 

Apply your.elf to . terner talk a nd out your etory ahort. ' 

'Me .. n h. wla a Whit.boy, but I waa loyal and tru', 

For oourt ing a po l io.man OnOe he b.at ml black and b l u •• 

5 Far.lnc atarted alu .. pl nc then, w. 10lt our n.edful gra .. (1) 

I'. not like oth.r pe n, i onera, I think oadgln, a diagrac'l 

M ... an be ', dead thie fOrty year. and we w. rl ... rrl.d t.n _ 

'Tour penaion'. grant.d , _d ..... ' '&h, .ur. thank you, '.nt l ..... . ' 

So lit U. oel.brat. the day • •• 

6 Th. nlxt ca.e wa. a COmmOn eort, a man Of hearin, dull, 

11 •• wor e that h. wa • ..arr i.d poor for .event,. ,..are in full. 

The grocer hi aaid . _ . thing, the poor ean'. heart gr.w .till 

ror he thoucht b. wae ref.rring to an ancient grocery bill. 

7 "Ah, air, I paid you .any " the pound a nd .any'e t he till' ,o t 

oro"""d ; 

All now that 1 owe you le the Intere.t and t he ooet. ' 

The ml11-own" .. oall ed for order, hi. voio' ¥ile v. r y low. 

'Ah, a ir, there'. l i ttle for the flax a nd not hiD, for the tow . 

8 And you have a pack of .cutohera too that doean't ,iv, a r ap 

For as long aB they get Bt~a~ ~nough at any poor man'. crop . 
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~ r u the r wall a Foni a n bo ld , R telon of thi s land , 

And he srent t he noet of th i rty yoa r e in c urB ed Va n Diemen'H 

Land. ' 

9 Ue g l o we r e d a t til e .. d efian tly ti ll the ohairman glv" a roar, 

' Ce t nu t of her e , you r ude old be ing . and don't cOmS hack no 

"'Ore . • 

'Wo) l. a inne unto my pl ead ing you ' ve s hown euc h ne l aae (.alioe!) 

You can ke ep your fl aming pension and ah ove It up your 

I..,t u!.....'!!hbrat! t he da~ 

- A whbp of ballll,d!l Cr_ around t he IH nc of Culll.on (ounl\'l..~ 
John Ca mpbel l, Out l et LP OA3 3021, Del ra~ t 1919. The eong was 
wr it ten by Padraig Rrian Joa ~aek ln, who died abou t 19)0 (nl eeve 
nOhe). 

!hohol ').!1 Car o l an 

1" 0 L K Mo U SIC o , C4SSI::TTS 

The publication of rocordings or Iri sh folk music in i nter aot 

ine t r adi t ional styles hno been di acuesed by the Commit t ee and 

i t le hoped t ha t a scheme mas s hor tly got u nde r way by the Soci

ety . The pr oposal is tha t ~ember8 s hould compil e s uI table r e

co rdint:"s, of good but no t necessari l y perfect techni ca l qUIl.lity, 

t ogether with appropriate eupport i nt:" note8, texts e t c. The 

t apes wi ll be multiplied on c60 Or o ther c~suet t es f or ci r c ula 

tion 8~ong members ( f or whom spec ial pri ces will be available). 

nOn-membera , librar ie8, in s titutions eto . Producti on will be 

8t the L~nguage Centre, Tri n ity Col lege , Dubl i n. 

Pull e r infor~tion about the 8cheme wi ll be announced as i t 

develops further. Me3n~hile those intere s ted are asked to con

t act Hugh Shields , ) Sydenham Road , Dundr~, Dublin 14 , phone 

98 4211. 
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"C E 0 L~ 

We . r a plea" ed t o raport t he publicat i on of C.ol "0 ). 4 nO 4 , 

with artic l e" on the "'111110 ot dnn and nm h ... nn ( P. A. Brllat nach), 

AmhrSin a t hl omllai eh 80gh~n 0 C o"'hr~{ (Pa draig da B~, lr leh 

.on«-t e~t e oollected by !U«ane O'Curry, Petria ' . oollabo .... to ... ) . 

ohil dren' s cas e aonga fro. OIIbl i n ( Meav ul Oha llcholr), r e_ 

vi . .... . a nd a eorrowt ll l a ceollnt. l ooki ng back eo.a yaa r . , of 

' ~ha fOllnd . ... ing of a Na t i onal Ar chiva of Pol k Mllaio' , by tha 

edI t or Braandan Braa t hna cb . On "ale in bookehope ( 60p ) or 

f ... o~ t he edi t or . 41 Pr a ecatt Park . 8laek ... ock , Dubli n. Bac k 

nllSbera of vol llme 4 ar a a l ao a vailabl a fro~ bi • • 

,. 0 L 11: JI U SIC S T U DIES" 

Wa muet a l . o report OUl' r egr at a t ao lone a dalay i n t he ap

p.ar a nca of t he t hird nllmbar of our Soc lat y'a journal . A eub

.ta nt i a l tr~nt bae now be. n ~de ~vai labla by the Ar t a Council 

and the oopy ie in tha bandl of the pr i nt er . 

"S CO I L S A JI H R A I D H WI L LIS CL A NC Y" 

Tha Wi l l l , Cl a ncy S~ar School "I ll be hal d thie year t r os 

4 to 12 JIIly a t Jlilt own Ma lb." co . Cla re , infor.ation f r o. 

Mll l rl a 0 RochA i n, Mil t own Mal bay , phona 88 . I t " i l l inclllda 

a l ununl c l aea" o in pip1nS. "hi s tl e a nd fl ut e , riddle, con

car tina , a nd ther e wi l l be l ' cturee by To~a 6 Canainn, Lias 

b Catthnia , Jo" O' Dono"" n, Tony Kac:tahnn a nd. TOil Jlunne n,.. 

T R A D I T 1 0 K A L I R ISH 11 U S IC , , 
QUF. &N s U N 1 V B R SIT Y 8 It L ,. A S T 

The Soc i a l An thropol ogy d.par tment h~s been runnin« a ,er ie n 

of a •• i nnr " On Ir i sh f olk a llsic s i nce January, or tani sed. by 

S"an Corcor~n . The Ins t se~in3r , s t i ll to ba t i ven, " ill ba 

by Ca tba } ao ... n On lieU! Ht Dhooohnain , 16 April at 2.15. 
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• M A T 1 0 H ... L AR CHIVE o , 
P 0 L K M U SIC 

The Art s Counoil has recen tly been ve r y active, thr ough ite new 

Traditional Muule officer Paddy Ol.okin, in s eeki ng opportuni 

t1es to enoour~te folk ~uaio_ Por detaile of bureariee avail

abl e to pract i tionera a nd e t udent s ••• the oppoaite page (appli

cati on forme fr om the Art. Counoil , 10 Merrion Square , Dublin 2) . 
Mee t ing_ have alao be.n held bringing together a broad r a nge of 

inte r •• te with. view t o the .etabli.hment of a permanent arch ive 

of fo l k musio for the country .a a whol e . 

The proposal doe. not Beek t o e.tablish • fu l l y equipped in

stitution which woul d ~.rt.k. al l the diverse Betivi t! •• of 

col leetin« a nd r eBearch, but rather to centrali ze the fru its of 

work cur rent ly in progress i n many exist i ng inst itutions a nd 

among private ind ivi duals , as well ae giving a ho~e to col l eo

tione already made whi c h are in da nger of be i ng los t . 

Me et ings have besn at t ended by ee~bera of the staffs/com.t t 

teas of the Arta Counoil, Comhaltaa Ceolt oiri tireann, Na Flo

bair~ UiI l eann, Radio Telef!s Ei r eann, University Col lege . Dub

l in ( Fo lkl or e Dept) . and of our own Society . 

A eood deal o f co~ent included both pORitive a nd pract i cal 

eugeeations. The ta sk of copying tapes (the copias would b e de

posited in the National Archive) was disc ussed with a firm in

tenti on of putting work in ha nd. Provisional arrange.ents for 

stor age were conSidered, to be f o llowed by the set ting up of 

facilities for consul t a tion which would not only be adequate and 

conveni ent but wOuld a 1ao safeguard th e rights and wishes of in

fo r mants and coll.otore. The National Library wae oonsidered a 

good location, a nd pros pects aee~ good of its having apace and 

facilities a vail able aft er the forthoo~ing r eorganieation at 

Kildare Street. 
--- - -------
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THE ARTS COUNCIL 

Bursaries 
Scholarships 
Awards 
1981 

Traditional Music 

Al~".c"\.o" •• n Ih~ .l!pa "I T,dd.uQ".' 1.lu"~ a'e i~"""<l 
P",fn""~ •• ,, f l,dd.l.onal "It",,, ma', J~~I" 01""'" ItIe 
",he",", 01 Scholar,hi", IQ' In,,,u,,,,,,,,.,,,,, . nd S<,,~.'" 

I..,., P"!)e 161 P'OI~ (S 'UCh a, ,0IleCl,n~.'eooO'<l i ng, 

D.,I",,",,,,,,) and"" o n w.lI"., ''l'''''''''"'' un<lo" Ihe 
""""""101 P'o, .c" on T, .. hlion. ' M u,it. T""", 
~ .... "",,~, .," 10 a >S'SI ''''h Ih~ COSl. "I un'''-''' .l ~ ''''' 
P"'I"C" w'''oh "",,10 lead 10 w"'~. ,nO""""'g<! a"~ 
app'.c·~I'on 01 ,ne """.e. P'Opos,," 10 '""'"'CI'I. 
C31~1",1U< ''I' coll~O "00.,,1< 01 I",n """ ' I.on." mu." ",,11 
De con"Je<e<J OS ¥. ," pm""" •• "v<>lv"'9 "J""'''DI,on. 
rem,a."'! 0' 0,,01' ''''''00 The h,,"' ..... ,n 'Qhl oov.' d" 
Ih" d.,,,,,, 00'''0' Ihe ",o,eel ", m ,.hl a .... " on 
,nd,v.""'" 10 <l€'\lOle lull I,me . '1<'nl,OfI 10 Ih., 0 ' 01<'<:1 
bV ",nv.(!<ng Ihe n...:",,,,,v .... "'I " ' ''c~\v.. .. _ 

Clo.,ng "3 t~ for ' Kei,,, of com{)le rw ~ppIiC~"o" fo'''', : 
F,.,,,.y 1 Ill! ~I>""'~' 1981 

A "''''''me of G'an" 10 + ~" ' u"""",~.\. ' ''''''' !>emg 
'''''0<1''''"'' P'ulec" 'el.,,,,, 10 tI'I~ "':11 "'Iq "p Of 
;"",,,,,,,,nt-n>.' " ,n'j s.che"\<'$ ~I'" b~ el.".I}I·, 1 n.' ..... ,,, .~ , 

,~<h" , _ I'''' "~'cn,,,,,,~ "I ,n •. I"" .. ,,, C" ,,, " ""'W,.lII. 
If'" ~",1t .. ,"" ...... '.,f IVO'''''>m><.O' a:t,"" "",,..,., , 
COU'<'l.11V ''','nl~' .... ""~"-"_In.'n ~' I,. J 

w"'h" •. "''''' 01 ,h"$t: A,"JI.~_".on. c.'" thl ",l><n,lle<! 
M .' nv 1''''001 IM v~,,, - s ee opposite pags 

BALLAD SEMINAR 

19 

The bal lad seminar provi~ion~lly announced in Ceol T{re nQ 18 

will take plaoe at Aldenbi es en, Be lgium, from 22 to 25 July. 

Topic3 include the relationnhip of oral and written tr&di\lone, 

broadaide balladry, and ballad claeeifi cation. Informa t ion from 

Dr Stefaan Top, Seminarie voor Volkakunde, Blijde-Inkometatraat 

21, B-)000 L~;UVEN. 



B A ILL 

R ECENT 

A 0 S A 0 T H R 0 
PUB L I CAT ION S BY MiMBERS 

Tony Sulliy~n of ~~nch~~ter, a former all -Irelan~ banjo cham

pion, h~s been adding to the lIterature and r eper tory of the 

tenor banjO, Sully ' s Irish banjo book, instructions t or play

ing t enor banjO in the tradit ional Irish 8 tyl~. 1979 , a detail

ed tutor a nd t une book with general information, St.£4 . )0, 

Sully's Irish mueic book , a select i on of 100 Irish dance tunes 

and aire, I, 1979, currently popular tunes and 33 o~iginal com

pooittons, St. £3.20; Sully's fancy , traditional IriSh mueic 

played on the banjO , 1980 , stereo cassette UM. )001 with tunes 

from the booka played by the author and othere , St. £3 . 50, all 

published by Hal~~~~ M.usic and ayailabl~ from them at 9 Oxford 

Place, Manchester M14 5SP. Prices include p . & p. 

CaOineadb ne Maighdine is en LP, Oael-Ltnn CEt 083, 1980, 

of tradi tio~~l r eligious songs mostly i n Irish collected and 

sung by N6ir1n N! Riein, a ccompanied on SOme tracks by the 

monks of Clenstal Abbey. Arrangement and production by Mtcheal 

6 SUilleebhain . ~ith printed music , texts and translations . 

Feile na gerui tir(, B~al Feirste 1192 compris es two L?s . 

Gasl - Linn CEF 053/4, 1981, On which Grainns Yeats sin5s and 

plays songs and music collected by Bunting at the Bel fast Harp

ers ' Festi val of 1192, a nd music of Carolan . With a booklet . 

Ogham, the poet 's secret , by the late Sean 0 Boyle, is pub

lished by Gilbert Dalton, Dublin 1980, from a manuscript among 

Sean ' s papers which has been edited by hia sOn9 . 64pp., with 

diagrams . An interpretation of certain ogham writ ings ot the 

lat8 Middle Ages as music nota t ions. 

' Gael i c folk son~' is the genu rel title of a seri es ot art

icles by Alan Bruford in Folk r eview (Austi n House, Hospita l 

St , Nantwich , Cheshire), Mar.1918-Mar . 1919. Deals with Irish 

and Scottish love, work, political and religious songs, ball

ads , lullabies, composers, metres etc . The last article with 

bibliography and discography, in collaboration with Vi r ginia 

Blankenhorn . 
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