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Major Timber Species and Uses 
 
 

Classification 

 

Species 
 

(Local Names) 

 

Species 
 

(Scientific Names) 

 
Major Uses 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special 
Category 

 
Greenheart 

 

Chlorocardium 
rodiei 

 

Boat building, marine work, piling, general heavy construction, 
flooring, heavy furniture, turnery and finishing rods. 

 
 

Purpleheart 

 
 

Peltogyne venosa 

 

Building construction, flooring, bridging, boat building – keels, 
transoms, canoes, coach building, furniture, turnery, inlay, tool 
handles, sticks, bows, and veneer. 

 

Brown 
Silverballi 

 
Licaria cannella 

 

Boat building, canoes, furniture, interior work, and general 
carpentry. 

 
Red Cedar 

 
Cedrela odorata 

 

Furniture, cabinet work, paneling, boats, coffins and cigar 
boxes. 

 
Letterwood 

 

Brosimum 
guianense 

 
Inlay, turnery, sticks, tool handles and bows for archery. 

 
Bulletwood 

 
Manilkara bidentata 

 

General heavy construction, house framing, sleepers, mill 
rollers, wheel spokes, fencing, axe and tool handles, turnery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class 1 

 
Crabwood 

 
Carapa guianensis 

 

General construction, interior work, carpentry, furniture, and 
turnery, plywood and veneer. 

 

Yellow 
Silverballi 

 
Aniba hypoglauca 

 

Boat planking, canoes, furniture, cabinet work, and interior 
construction. 

 
Itikiboraballi 

 

Swartzia 
xanthopetala 

 

Inlay turnery, cabinet work, walking sticks, bag-pipes and tool 
handles. 

 
Locust 

 
Hymenaea courbaril 

 

Ship-building, general construction, carriage buildings, tool 
handles, furniture and croquet mallets. 

 
 

Tatabu 

 
Diplotropis 
purpurea 

 

Boat-building, house framing,   and   flooring,   furniture   and 
turnery, interior work, carriage-building, tool handles, and 
sleepers. 

 
Determa 

 
Ocotea rubra 

 

Boat and carriage building, masts, furniture, carving, interior 
work, and general carpentry. 

 
Wamara 

 
Eperua grandiflora 

 

Furniture, cabinet work, parquet flooring, turnery, inlay, tool 
handles, walking sticks, and bows for archery. 

 
 

Kabukalli 

 
 

Goupia glabra 

 

Heavy construction, house framing, flooring, decking, punt 
bottoms, canoes, railway sleepers, paving blocks, furniture and 
decorative plywood. 

 
Shibadan 

 

Aspidosperma 
album 

 
Fuel and Plywood. 

 
 

Tauroniro 

 
Humiria 
balsamifera 

 

Heavy construction,  piling,  bridges,  house  framing,  flooring, 
wheelwright  work,  furniture,  sleepers,  counters,  work  bench 
tops. 

 
Manniballi 

 

Moronobea 
coccinea 

 

Heavy construction house sills, machinery frames,  flooring, 
furniture and sheet piling. 
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Washiba 

 
Tabebuia sp. 

 

Bridges, house framing, sleepers, tool handles, rollers’ walking 
sticks, and fishing rods. 

 
Hakia 

 

Tabebuia 
serratifolia 

 

Bridges, house framing, sleepers, tool handles, rollers’ walking 
sticks, and fishing rods. 

 
Dalli 

 
Virola spp. 

 

Match boxes, coffins, inside boarding, carpentry, packing cases, 
plywood, slack cooperage chip board and concrete shuttering. 

 

Suya 
 

Pouteria speciosa 
 

Interior boarding, carpentry, and plywood. 
 

Ulu 
 

Trattinickia 
demerarae 

 
Inside boarding, cupboard linings, canoes and plywood. 

 
Simarupa 

 
Quassia simarouba 

 

Interior construction, furniture, shelves, drawer linings,  shoe 
heels, plywood, paper pulp, toys, box shook. 

 
Aromata 

 

Clathrotropis 
branchypetala 

 
Furniture, house framing, boat building, flooring and sleepers. 

 
 

Mora 

 
 

Mora excelsa 

 

Building construction especially flooring, framing and siding, 
boat building especially ribs, stems, knees, transoms, and 
decking, sleepers, furniture, turnery, wagon building; 
wheelwright-work, naves and felloes, croquet mallets. 

 
Morabukea 

 
Mora gonggrijpii 

 

Heavy   construction,   sleepers,   flooring   and   siding,   heavy 
furniture, boat timbers, truck bodies. 

 
Hububalli 

 

Loxopterygium 
sagotii 

 
Paneling, furniture and cabinet work. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class 2 

 
Baromalli 

 

Catostemma 
commune 

 

Dry cooperage, interior work, box shook, paper pulp, and 
plywood. 

 
Dukalli 

 

Parahancornia 
fasciculata 

 

Carpentry, interior work, furniture, door and window stock, 
concrete shuttering, match boxes and plywood. 

 

Kereti 
Silverballi 

 
Lauraceae spp 

 
Shuttering, temporary buildings, box making, and plywood. 

 
Kurahara 

 

Calophyllum 
lucidum 

 
Boat planking, canoes, punt mast and furniture. 

 
Wabaima 

 
Licaria cannella 

 

Heavy construction, flooring, furniture, boat building 
(planking), bridge decking, musical instruments. 

 
Karohoro 

 

Schefflera 
decaphylla 

 

Match   splints,   drums,   canoes,   interior   construction   and 
plywood. 

 

Baradan 
 

Ocotea tomentella 
 

Canoes, box shooks, concrete shuttering and plywood. 
 

Ubudi 
 

Anarcadium 
giganteum 

 
Interior work and plywood. 

 
Kirikua 

 

Iryanthera 
macrophylla 

 

Oars, interior construction, box shooks, utility plywood, slack 
cooperage and concrete shuttering. 

 

Kurokai 
 

Protium decandrum 
 

Masts, spars, house framing and plywood. 
 

Maporokan 
 

Inga alba 
 

Interior work, fuel and cheap plywood. 
 

Monkey Pot 
 

Lecythis zabucajo 
 

General construction, furniture, turnery and wheel spokes. 
 

Manni 
 

Symphonia 
globulifera 

 

Utility wood, paper, pulp, plywood, cooperage, railway sleepers, 
sheet piling, packing cases, general carpentry, flooring, furniture 
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   and fuel. 
 

Pakuri 
 

Platonia insignis 
 

Piling, boat building, furniture, turnery, house framing, flooring, 
paneling, tight cooperage and general carpentry. 

 
Yaruru (Yarula) 

 

Aspidosperma 
excelsum 

 

Paddles, axe and tool handles, walking sticks, fishing rods and 
fuel. 

 

Muneridian 
 

Siparuna spp.  
 
 

Wallaba 

 
Eperua falcata 

 

Eperua grandiflora 

 

Pillar trees, roundwood framing, fence posts, transmission poles, 
sleepers, paling and vat staves, shingles, charcoal, particle board 
and firewood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class 3 

 

Burada 
 

Parinari campestris 
 

Heavy construction, flooring. 
 

Duka 
 

Tapirira marchandi 
 

Interior construction, furniture, box shooks and plywood. 
 

Dukuria 
 

Sacoglottis 
cydonioides 

 
Heavy construction. 

 
Fukadi 

 

Terminalia 
amazonia 

 

House framing, framing, constructional work, railway sleepers 
and plywood. 

 

Inyak 
 

Antonia ovata 
 

Interior work, furniture and boxes. 
 

Limonaballi 
 

Chrysophyllum 
pomiferum 

 
Heavy construction and fuel. 

 
Suradan 

 

Hyeronima 
alchorneoides 

 

Boat-framing,   railway   sleepers,   heavy   construction,   truck 
building, wheel spokes, furniture, plywood and gun stocks. 

 
White Cedar 

 
Tabebuia insignis 

 

Paddles, shovel handles, and interior work, packing cases and 
cheap furniture. 

 
Futui 

 
Jacaranda copaia 

 

Coffins, box shooks, matches, concrete shuttering and interior 
construction. 

 
Halchiballi 

 

Pera 
schomburgkiana 

 
Fuel and utility plywood. 

 

Haiariballi 
 

Alexa imperatricis 
 

Interior construction, packing cases and plywood. 
 

Huruasa 
 

Abarema jupunba 
 

Fuel and plywood. 
 

Iteballi 
 

Vochysia 
schomburgkii 

 
Carpentry and furniture. 

 

Kakaralli 
 

Eschweilera alata 
 

Piling, house framing, mine lagging, posts and sleepers. 
 

Kauta 
 

Licania laxiflora 
 

Light gauge railway sleepers, roof shingles, mine timbering, fuel 
and charcoal. 

 


