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b0 Ehe reader

Desgpite the c¢xteraive propapenda concerning the so-colled
"\'(ztrmim&on. the peoples of the world agree in
poiating out, fust cs our cover indicetes, that it {s nothing
more thar ¢ siwister musk by 1which the US {imperiglists
try to disguise end perpetuate their aggression in Viet-
¥am. The Vietnowmesze, by dealing dailly and deadly
Blows ot the enemy, demongrate that siren sonps do not
Bull 1he spirita of those peoples disposed to struggle
cgainat the poaliticel and economic domination
o] impernialism
*Imperialist Coniradictions and Integration” the
ezcellent work dy the French economist Pierre Jalée
which we offer in Points of Departure, proves theze two
esaential potats, Jalée’'s penstroting analysts decapitates
with ome stroxce the alleged theses on interimperialist
contredictions — conceived on an exclusively {liusionary
irpel — and custains theoretically those who, according to
the teachirngr of Alstory, do not believe in the natural
death of imperialism.

Now, with the end of the Bisfvan attempt to establish
¢ state outside the Nigerian Federation, the real causes
that gaeve rize to the dloody conftict remain almost
wnknown. The enormoxy interests that promoted {t once
more swept the truth atide, limiting it exclusively to recial
difjerences. “Bicfra: the Roots ¢0f Secession,” the article by
tke Nigerian intellectus! Babo Olutoide, which we
presen? n Bxpezieoces and Facts i3 a serious attempt to
estadlish the causes of the crisls. Written defore the end
of hoslflities. the article maintains its unaltered validity
thanks 60 the rigor of Itz concepts and anclysis.

In the same section the Cuban journalist Gregorio Ortega
provides vader his signature, @ well documented article
on the Leninist concept concerxixg the liberation of
oppressed nations. “Lenin and the National Liberation
Movement,” taken besically from Lenins own words,
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Imperialist Contradictions
and Integration

A good yattof Be thess of capitulativa, vhish seeks to ieap the irnetve,
= besad o the wel-irown dogma of Inéeriperighist tt:.tﬂdm Pecsons
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iz the poltical miere it sustiins Recredcily those whe do - 20t accept sitiag
:-::;ummamu-mmmumuhmm

Ix Lox’s Imperialism, the Higbes! Stage of Capitalism, written
mn 1916, the impenalst phase of the capitalist system is charac-
ter:zed, amomg cther things. by the ecoromic division of the
world amcng the monopelies and ezpitalist organizations, to such
an extent that the states proceed to divide the world's land in
their colorial struggle “lor economie territory:” Bui this distribu-
tion :s mot precise; the relatianship of forces changes. and on this
bzse a monpacifist division of the world operates. “Within capital-
ism [Leain wrote] it is impessitle to corceive of any other
meavs of prosailkng sreas of influence, interests. colonies, ete.
than by tbe force of those participating in the division — eco-
nomic, Gpancial, end military force” Thus, the alliances among
imperialist powers are, for him, ®an 1nevitable ‘truce’ among
warriors.”

It is cectain that tae First World War was, in fact, a conflict
besed on a struggle to divide the world and therefore ended
with a territorial divisicn favorable to the victors. And if World
War 11 had more ccmplex causes because of the existence of
a rowerful socialist state, it is po less true that. among the
causes, was the attempt to readjust the boundaries se: at the
end cf the first war. =

But today, when imperialism exhibits the. essential character-
istic whick Lenin defined better than anyome, no an2 any longer
believes in the ‘“inevitability of 2 war amcng the imperialist
powers' which- Stalin asserted even in 1951. Doubtless, no one
even [aces the possibility of a war among the imperialist powers.

Yet all kinds of writers continue tc imsist on emphasizing
rivalries among the principal imperialist powers, especially
the domincnt imperialism of the United States ard other coun-
tries. For instance, a writer sach as Bvgueni Varga argues against
the continuation of US supremacy because of the law of unequal
development uncer imperialism For Varga, ‘unequal develop-
ment has removed this domination without a war.” Other im-
perialist powers are developing faster than the United States,
whose gold reserves in talance of payments have reached such
a low point that they must seek help from others to maintain
the stability of the dollar. In short, “they no longer exercise
dictatonial control® over economic planning; and at the same
time, the Buropean Corcrmon Market reinforces it position as
main competitor cf the Unites States.!

In the first place, there is no procf bere that the economy of
the United States is deveioping less rapidly than that of other
impenalist states as a whole. According to United Nations
statistics, the index of grass natipnal production (1963 = 100)

" Pvgueni Varga, Stufles in the Peiltical Eesnomy of Capitalsm, chepter “Im-
Ji® Coctradictions and War,” Progrems Publishing House, Moscow, 1967.




vert up fram 4 o 11 1 the Uniled Sta'es axd Carzd:z beiwesn
1954 and-186E This growth is wtvally less than that of the Six
cf the Dumcp:an Conmoa Maeet (from 33 te [13), Dut greatex
than 1that >f de Saven cf the Turgpeas Free Trad: Association
(EFTA); 683 12 |12, The inde~ of irndusiria]l »mcuclion oo tte
saxe base and over ke same gjerixd increased E>m 64 te 127 n
th: United Staies ard Caaacds, hom 43 0 113 axremg the S, ard
frem 53 to 115 among the Ser=a. The cevtlcpxen: s thereloze
uregqual beth ia time and in soace and, iz the Jece of this, insui-
fcient to crav zmy ciegorical tonclusions 1 ay dirextioe. More-
cver, ore canuit compleiely Jo=e sight of the exxroous dilfezence
in ecanomic imporiaxe betmeen the Viiled States and other
frperaiist camtries, xedudirg Jaran. In 1558 th> gross nat'onal
product of tte United States was greater '2am 1dat of the other
19 membezs «f X Orzarizatam for Bcoromic Coopexraticr: ard
Develspment ¢CECD).

But above 2l ae¢ caanct mik> comparsas on the basis of
th>ie figuxes Hecase they cuite clearly do ae “zke into eccouat
cre major faccr: the pctentia of tlhe ncrogck.es acd tre cap-
itakist groups »atside ke United States. We rwes1 asandorn e
hadowezed approach, the tracitona] me:tods, aad not forzet that
Noxth Amenidar indastry is the secor<d most poweful in ke
capitalist wozl{ on the bisis cf its fozeigs iaterests alome — that
i, outs.de of €5 irterests wiilin the Urited Ststes its:li Ne
mnast note tlat of the 70 xcst importiat iaernstiocal mo.
ncpolies, S5 17:€ Nexthy A memezn; that ipprodnately oae fifh
of North Amer«an ircssirial irvestment is skroad whare it
steadily drcresses is [afluence over the fnaxcal marke: erxd
Yl banpking iaterests; that between 195¢ a24 1964, th> cirest
North Ameritim inveswents ¥ Eurep: wmlticlied seven imes
over, wnile ke acreise in the total o! xcverse Tvesimeats muli-
pled by 26 and that United Staces giaits dommate such base
mdusizy as yetrleam 2ad ascvamced tecaaoogy such as elec-
wvaice pel C raeetion atcemic, spacs, ani roret developmert,
with all the siategic aad poRlilc& ccnseguences thit supremacy
nplies. .

The progrssiiac !rora incepend¢nce (0 ¢coremic intercepend-
erce among ‘be imperikst couvntyies makes certain types >f ma-
tional statisti:s appear §0 be rmyre and moze of 1 {formaliiy, sinte
1e interd :perxdence dees not jroduce ecua) bem:fits for all, bat
1ather Jor th: rasst jpoxerful end especielly (> ‘he sipe-mperi-
alist United 5:stes Jt asiumes a m3nazerial el in worid ecoa-
arny kot through intem=tionil mmwaopolistic activity axd
trough ictegratson itc state moacpolies i1ad »erldwide instita-
1dems in which the US :ock the izitative and in which :t main-
1ains control. :

How caa o specak cf imperalism todsy, 'bhen, withoat men-
Yiomirg this 1:w gad imporiaal fact: word integration which
a3 born ot e end of World War [X? Can it be smply by chance
1kat, withun a briel period, there have ippesred such crganiza-
tisas a3 the [atermaionsl Mcretary Fund the Wo:1d Bank axd
its affiliates, x4 the “Club of the Tex’ in k¢ monetacy axd

financial camp; the Geperal Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT); the Un:ted Nations Conference for Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD); the Xennedy Round, and other organizations
rclated to exchange; the Atlantic Alliance, NATO, SEATO, and
CENTO in politica! and militacy areas, and every sort of interna-
tiona! regional organi2siinn (ECE, EFTA, OECD, OAS, ete.), all
of which are also parts of this worid alliance?

No doubt North American domination and management through-
out the world and in most of these organizations is repeatedly
discussed, somectirmes bitterly, and this integration scarcely has
the magic viartue of abolishing the contradictions inherent in
capitalism and imperialism. There still exist those rivalries that
Lenin insisted on. But world imperislist integration, which did
not exast :n his time, has acquired considerable importance in
ours, and with it has appeared a new internal contradiction
within imperialism which we might call “integration/rivalries.”
It would seem to be useful, before trying to analyze its signifi-
cance Cr its various ram:fications, to see how it operates in certain
areas

Monopciies and Capital

Everyone is aware that peneiration by North American monop-
olies and capital has caused disturbance and provoked resist-
ance, as for example in Canada and among the Six of Europe.
And no one can overlook the fact that, within that group, it was
France that proved to be the most recalcitrant. But it i enough
10 note that, according to the French Ministry of Industry during
that period, out of 198 petitions for North American investments
{0 be licensed and registered in France in 1965, only four were
denied and none in the {irst half of 1966, which gives an idea of
the distance between political shifts (which were most violent
at that time) and reahity. \

[t must be stated that, in certain sectors of the capitalist picture,
it beccmes almosi impossible for the middle powers to resist
calling for help {from the giant and dominant foreign firms with
their resources, techniques, and methods. Thus a totally inte-
grated project to exploit land in French Bas-Languedoc and the
industrial production and sale of its products domestically and ir
{oreign countries, was too much oi a project for France, with its
many other urgent problems, to- handle; so the de Gaullist
government itsel! had no other recourse than to sell out to the
powerful North American Libby Company with everything at
its command: capital, organization, technical skills, a complete
production and commercial structure ready to go.

[t is just _as difficult to oppose North American penetration
in areas of automation, such as computers, in which IBM con-
trols more than 70% of the world market. And firms such as
Bull in France and Olivetti in Italy would never have survived
without having called on the capiital investment and the skill of
IBM’s North American rival, the General Electric Corporation.

In a field such as aviation, integration appears to be a necessity
{or the rival intermediary powers when it is a question ‘of equip-




mext whch requires both ¢onsiderable capiiel zmd the utiliza-
tiop of a ¢ ol ma‘erial and teeanical sikls axd techunolo nical
Ercv-how. Comcorde -atrpliaze will de Frarco-British or 14
w01l 28 and de Airbus ¥l be Iraneo-Gemnar at least and
in Dee>nmber +1 1963, Great Britain, Italy, West Gerosny, and
te Low Court:ies signed an agresment foc th> jaiat coxniiruc-
tiox of a fightex plare of variable geometric design. The Dassaalt
Jim pride of Trance acd a de Gaallist. sippater, asso<iated
jtsel! with the Belgiarn fizsm SAEBCA, extendec its ties to the
Duich firm Folker wvhich already had agreexents with twe
No:th Axnericax companies. and signed a cysperiiion agreement
with the Narta Amenicer Airspace Corporaton LUV,

Nore genersly, it will be remembered -kat glthough ail the
busiress and governwental agens of Western Earcpe are today
faucradie to t EEC, a [ssuic exists between those who lean
0 12 AHantic Torope — tkat | tc a Nortkh Americen-irtegrated
ecaomy — aal those who ernisage a European economy, in-
depencent i ast a rival cf the North Americaa econcrny. But
‘he arguments of oxe or the other group ar: of lttle :mpcctance.
Wizt s impoitant 15 that doth are clearly partisans of a Europe
coxtrolled by monopalies; ard % is wortk examxing, from that
poirt of view how Europe actaal’y exists and Jdevelop: in this
coxcrete siuatida,

Kow, ten yrirs after the [Creaty of Rarze, :hough there is
evicence of a poweriul corcertration wittin each of the Six
covrtnes, intamational corcentrations on the stile of the Com-
mcr. N arket are stili custe raxe anong members of the Six But
the North Anerican moaooolies have meanwvhile been throwing
therselves or: little &lmpe and detweer 1358 and 1966, Ncrth
Antrican investxents in Burcpe increased {rom 1630 million to
more thas TO¢ million ddllars.

As Geoffrey Owen has pointed ‘cut, it is tye very focmstior cf
the Europesn Common Miarket thet has given Nocth American
investments a3 new impualse. North American purveyors, who
01 repeated oxcasiors hsve had t» chooss ketween withdrewing
fremm ‘he maricet or investmg ia lecal incasiTy,” elected to work
witlin the EEC and adapt themselves ‘t> th= foxmation cf a
coa:inental macket {ree of import duties aad with greater range
thaa the North American market.”?

Christopher Layton adds thal “the grea North American en-
teyprises are row in‘a beiter postion tham the Buropean firms
to 1alee advartage of the Common Market.” With their branches
in various Eatopean countries they are mcre flexible *and
betier aible o rationalize production to adapt o a growing
Ccrnmon Dlarket than are thz European Eirms with planis in
ore couniry.”’ He cites in sapport of thas the case of Ford acd
that of FJBM, which integzated the manufacturs of their compo-
rents in various Fuaropeaa plants, and cenchudes that North
Arerican [irmx “have become-more 'European’ than the Europe-

t Gaollzey Owrer, Puissioce de Fislsstrie amé&laipe Amerimn (adurteind
Pywen). Le Saul Ednt. Paris 1964, pp. 13-83

ans.”" We would cnly add: because the US monopolies have at
their disposal infiritely greater resources, especially firancial
and technological.

But Christopher Layton, who is a monopoly lawyer from the
other side of the Atlantic, revertheless goes on about “the polit-
ical value these direct North American investmenis represent
for Europe.”” He dcesn’t understand how it is possible for anyone
to oppose these irvestments.

The North Americaa companies that have interests in dilferent

Europear oountries [he writes] want a stable and strong.

Europe and the maintenance of good relatiors between the

two continents. If at uimes they try to exercise pressure on the

Europear governments, it is also true that they support

Eutopes. positicn for their own interest. Direct investments

increase the Urited States' concern for European security and

"thus consolidate an alliance which the majority of the Euro-
" pean coumtries comsider of primary importance. In a way this

is the cement of the Atlantic world.*

That economic urtegration through the acticn of the monopolies
flows into polities and from there, back 1o economics, is too
cbvious to discuss. The result is that the United States behaves
mcre and more as 3f it considers the Europe of the European
Economic Commurity its Europe, which is perfectly good im-
perialist logic since its monopolies are more influential there all
the time. A&nd {finally, the fact that our modest European  monop-
olies .are divided between the pro-North American and tnhe
pro-European moropolies, is ol secondary importance, which
doesnt mean to say that it is of no importance whatsoever. The
essentia]l fzct is that an BEC which is understood to be con-
trolled by moncpolies in general cannol do anything except
continue 0 be domirated progressively and inevitably by those
which are clearly the most powerful and have the greatest
accessibility — that is, the North American monopolies. Con-

_ tradicticns and rivalcies will persist and new ones may arise at

eny point in the develcpment of actual local concentrations. But
the mcnogolistic integration which accommodates the world
integrationist” strategy imposed by the Treaty of Rome on the
existing regional mechanism, cannot.fail to be used for the
benefit of the moriopslists whose world contrcl is undeniable.

Monetary Interchanges and Problems

The inclusion of the European Common Market in the world
integration strategy of trade agreements was clearly explained
in the negotiations known as the “Kennedy Round.” We see ‘from
the very beginning that the ircliision was not by chance, that
it had been foreseen by Article 110 of the Treaty of Rome which
stipulated that the Six “intend to contribute...to the harmo-
niotis development of world trade, to the progressive lowering

3 ChrisioPhesr Layton, L'Eurepe et les investiznements américatos (Europe and
North Axerican Iavestments), Galltmard Edit.. Paris. Collection Idées. 1968,
oD, 49, %0, 63

<. Ibid, p. $2.
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of resirictions gganst etaypadoral eachiage, and to te re
ductor of ¢usc<ras bzrriers.” [I was above al the United S:ates
tha spp2ared zs tre reliticre: shawring dwe, il the BEC could
ke succe;siulls peretzated by €S cepitel £om ~within thst did
20t mean g@ivilf up penciratica rox withax, wvaich could mos!
easly be eccoriished by lowverlag cusiems darrdars 11 is kroax
1tha the coafmataticrs was tharp tecasse tiire wvere undeimable
conxiacictioas exyressed between -‘hose irtores's present ard
thse within ta Six themsaives. Bar the ixpertant fact is that
1he contradictions aere rescdved in the exd by concessions {1ome
Yotn sides, resa’tmz ia aa acex-d. which, theugh & does ack close
<he road to new {iictions, corstiiuies at l2ast an imporont step
Joraard iv the integration systern. Christeper [avton saw here
a EErtial sppication of carta x Zrest peincides vhich shacld be
wrtien dcorn i a e "Atawiic Code.”

[: is wvorth woting that, though the indastriitized capitalist
<ountries madd malusl trade corcessicns ducixg the Kemnedy
Rownd, they diznied eversQAmg to the countries of ibe Third
Warld dusing he two UNCEAD conferences cf 1964 end 1968
which shows ke tcue meaning of mtegration.

But it is within the monetary system — where, by the way,
the gravest di‘icuitios are ¢ropa>ing up 0 yhEge the mperialis:
sysem — tha; tle interimpeniaiist contiadxeicrs of “rivalzy/in-
legmtion” mert sperial examinaiion. Th2 crises that siong
money experiemced aad are sl experircmg Vvere essertially
the result of be inability cf the intermitical xonetary. sysiem
0 2uarantee raanently the pesce aad presperity of raoney
thmaghout th: capitalist warld The sysien prodoced coatra-
dic’ibns by pating praciically sl capitalist meney under the
patronage cf e dcliar. And the contracictions nave become
wpparent in d flerent waps. Ntarce, for exenpie, is no innocent,
ive has converied an imporiamt segmemt. >f (ks reserves from
dokars inic goid while others have done the same “hing to a1
lesser extent asd mmare surrepttiocsly.

But it is higlly significant that at thke height of the great
doRar crisis.iz Marck of 1968, everyone, itariirg with Irance,
ran to the aid of the ailing 1ollsr, because this crisis threstered
the entne world capitalist spstem. The Ties ¢f [ondon said:
‘Tie internatioral monetary svstera and. the economy of the fres:
wer'd are faciaz a mujor cnss” ... And The Wall Sireet Joarnsl
sail. “[1 is by xo meens certain that the systee cf relatively fre:
enterprise of ke United Siztes aad the West will be able to
survive .... Tie communists would scoxre £ viclery: they would
1aTe preciCus cpporiunities Zoy exploitirg economic ard pclitical
areas.”’ At the same time the governments of Westezn Europe
were buyirg collars in order to prevent i's rwin. One of the
leaders of the party in power, Deputy Chalancen, exclaimed, in
a session of tha: de Gaullist parliament “iz the in%erest of the
wesern worlc, we must avcid both a ver <f money and a war
of tariffs,” wlile Jacques Rueld, powerful e Gaullist {inan=es,

PINM, p, 126,

declared: “The depreciation of the dollar must be avoided at all
costs.” Without doutt both supported the reevaluation of gold
and a system without special advantages for the [Jnised States,
bat in the face of common and present danger they all agreed that
the dollar must fixst be saved :

Several months later, in May and June, and then in November
of 1968 when the French frapc was in trouble, the roles were
exaclly reversed. When, in the spring of that year, de Gaullist
power semed to many to be at an ebb, official chanaels in l.ondon
discovered that tix “order” of a general they didn't really like
xas preferable to disorder; President Johnson sent hopes for
Generel de Gaulle's success and the North American banks
found a method of avoiding further movement of the franc.® In
August importart credits were transferred to Frence by the
[nternational Mometary Fund and by major western banks; and
the Undersecretary of the United States Treasury ‘‘stressed that
the major contribution cf the United States to these credits had
been sgreed upor despite the attacks on the dollar which the
French fcenc had made over tke years,” since a collapse of
the franc could aifect the entire western monetary system, and
the pound in particular.” International solidarity moved again in
November when the franc caused the most vital concern. The
immediate gathering of the finance min:sters of all the major
western countries in Bonn is fresh in everyone's memory. The
United States, in the vcice of President Johnson snd the Sec-
retary of the Treasury of the United States, let it be known
that it was prepared to aid France unconditionslly, by every
financia]l and monetary means necessary. “Why [asked the
magazine Entreprse, voice c¢f Fr2znch high finance] is there a
complete reversal in the position of the United States?” Because,
the magazine replied, “i! is imperative that the United States
support the fran¢. Tke North American Government fears that a
crisis in France will generase an international monetary crisis in
which the United States will pay the cost™

And when, in the end, Frarce decided to devalue its money in
August of 1969, it took care to miake the devalustion a modest
one waich did not endanger other moneys (except perhaps the
pound, which was alreadr wavering) and which earned for it from
that time on the uncerstanding of its partners.

The moral of this story is quite clear. The antagonisms among
rational imgeriglisms are inevitable, but it is interesting to note
that they are especially noticeable when things are going rela-
tively well, and that they quickly disappear when there is trouble
for one of them: Great Britain, the United States, or France. The
indispensable solidarity of all in the face of danger is apparent
in the varjous cases cited, and many more could be given. This
solidarity of intent is nothing more than 8 reflection of an actual
solidarity: the internaticnalization of productive forces, of the
movement of trace ard capital, of economic life generally, is
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srowirg arxd 1is expgaced (¢ a point where every illness :hat
aff2¢ts cne cf t2 wembers of the imperiakst sody endangers
1e enxire aagx 15m, casing a eacticn. The intacnal cokesicn. of
e irperElis! sestemn s sa irperative tkat 12kes precedence
IVEr IS a1 EPIEDS .

Poltica and Niithry Prcbicms

Afiex the Semad Word War, the tight uniiy o the imperialist
povers within (b¥ plan, resulirg €ors their basic alignment
with Washiagtns policies is a8 facc known and 1dmiited by all
Thi uaity 2is be2n oppoax dy only ont couniry, this time also
France, and spexiScally ovex the two major crobiems: the war in
Yei-Nim and HATO.

On sevem) ccxmasizns, De Gauslist leadexship hss shown its
JpPFcsiicn 10 Nerth Amerker aggression i Vdet-Nam. Without
jeexing the piecse reasoes oz "his and withou! examining the
exfent ta Uvhke1 this disaoprosil is primarily intended -to reach
that great pa:'t f ke Tard World for wkich Fraace ‘remaias
e “metr»pals’’ we mus! realze thst tke Fremch position has
mever been trarsiated inic Ceeds: na recoZntion o! the Demo
<ratic Replie cff Viet-Nam, ncr tae slighlest bi: of governmsnt
ad, esen. any smbodc cxliam aid; a xeiusa) tc wnderiake any
diplexatic reliiraskip evr= of en explcratory natare [t is easy
ercugk to reace= French oopcsiticn to its actusl dimensions —
namelr, v2rba8 ceciaratioms.

Il is tyue 1w Frarxe weat Ju:tker tham =words wi'h her with-
dzawal drom NATO :n 1S6%. Bu: she alweys ststed operly that
ske remainad Ipral to the Atizatic . Allance, wlch “must eon-
tinge ey a3 lag as it seems aocessary’’ — tlat is 10 say, “unless
scnaetking ocaTs that woald mcdify East-West zelations ba-
sically '™ S)e dlc more A FTrerrh specialst, Jacques Isnard, has
leninced Ls rat despite der vithdrawal. France ccntinued her
particigatica 13 the NATO 1y alert series excianged informa-
tion aita ker alides on Seie: raritime cp>ratioes-in the Medi-
lertantan, 1seS the same lraasmission codes, coatridbuted to the
standardizaiiol c¢f weapces, ad puticipated 1n joint maneuvers
ind work ses:i®as st the leval >f gecverrarental specislists. The
sarme udcr abe gives 1S the reil reason for France’s with-
{zawal frcm DATO with this quotetion from the Freoch Minister
>f the Armed Noxces:

In cise o! a major crisis, x¢ —vill certairly not &ct with NATO,

becaae DATO #ill always dc wiat Amerita decides. It will be

betler 10 go directiy to t e cHief rather than o bis lieutenaats.

General Leryaze: has never denied that in case of a grave

crisis  te welld telephome the Phesiden: of th: United States. -

It s betfer Hr w5 ‘0 bave direct coatast vith the highest

suthonty*

The commnenstirs were imanimous ia 1otirg a remarkakle
differerxce — sorm said a coredete cnacge — in France’s policy
? Statznent by Freaeh Minstex Nicha Detxd rego:ted in » comxvuniqué of the

Atlaryic Corael a3 Nevember 16 1551,
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teward the Atlaniic alliance toward the end of 1968 (this about-
face conticwed ard tecame moze noliceable later). And most of
them noted correctlx that this return 0 the f[old wasn’t so
stzange foldowing as -t did, unconditioral aid to France by
finsrcidl and monetary medns which President Johnson brought
%0 bear dvrang the cisis of the franc. But this shows us very
cleasly the possitle limi's of opposition within the Atlantic
Alliaoce for 2 courtyry of £0 million inhabitants, the fifth most
important economic ceunt-y of the imperalist world and, with-
cut Joubt, the third xes1 important, militarily. Political unity in
the ond is direcied bty <he unavoidable economic and . f{inancial
uni:7 cf the so-called free world which exercises sn its members
a solidarity they can only pretend to escape. Ard in the case of
Frarce, politically aad militarily as well as econcmically and
monestarily, ber orly crime against world imperialism was mild
infracture zrd ind:scipline. De Gaullism may be the bad child of
imperialism, but i: is nevertheless the child of imperialism and
by no means a cegeaerate cne at all The contradictions that
France raised witlir the imperialist camp were really only
‘‘nonantagonistic” cortradicliors, because they did not {question
any of the fundemental precepts of the imperialist camp.

in the Third World

Studies Eased cn ircontrovertible statistics reveal that over the
pest 15 years, commercial and financlal relations between
the imper:alist countries and the Third World have shown an
ever-greater tendencs 10 avoid the bilateral agreements inherited
irom the cclonial period and %0 replace them with present-day
multileteral srrangemeats. Capital and merchandise frcm France,
Great Britair, and Iltaly, always predomirant in the former pos-
sessions ad depencencies, are still present, though with less
priority. and are more and more frecguently Cirected to the
possessions and depencencies of other powers on the three con-
tinents of the Third World Between 1960 and 1965, North Amer-
icgn invesuments in Latin America only increased by 16.6%,
although it was stdll the major investor; but in Asia and Africa,
US investments went up by 37% and 106% respectively. As for
North American exports to the Third World, those to Latin
America cropped from 59% to 49% between 1955 and 1966, while
those to Africa and Asia, inthe Third World, advanced respectively
from 7% to 10% and from 34% to 46%:. This conficms the general
tencency toward internaticnal ecoromic growth throughout the
entire world and the ability of US superimperialistn to increase
its contral constartly over all parts of the world, particularly the
Third World.

It should slso be stressed that, though imperialism continues
ta be precccupied wilh establishing its control over all the major
raw material sources of the Third World, and especially in
Africa over these past few years, the control is almost always
efiected through these multinational investments.

In short, bilateral “aid” to the Third World, which remains
2 very Importan! part of international aid, becomes increasingly
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inteszatec 20 TMHastioal gIewpiags or d it ocgAnizations.
Thus ttere 2 & 1uotiaizor [o: ax to India vhick incudes West
Gerrary. Auta Belgiom Cenida VUnited Rates, Fizance, Maly,
Japim, the Lov Countres, 21¢4 che Unitec Eirgcom under the
aegZk ot the WH'ld Bank and ikl (» asssance f the Interra-
tiom] Mne<ary Fud. THE <oasr itk Jor gid ¢ Pskstan takes
the sare fomm & inclides e Unitec States, tne Urited King-
dom, Caraf., /ipan and Wesv Gemany. In addition 10 the
assceietoas themiseiwes teye a:e “tnsuliative greuds” which
are alsc se: ug amder twe asthcrity »f the Woid Bark These
exie for Syith Korea, Cexden, Malnsia, Jhailar<, Peru, Morec-
«,-Nig>ra Sudhia Turisia, axd Ezs? Africa. Fex Colombia and
Mezito ther> ame joint aasS coodinated finxacial arrangements.
The Werd 3a1l has a1 affi iaten of 12 ¢eunities for aid to
Cclamina and 7B jer aid o Maxiz). In (968 Re Werld Bank took
A v sle Jor the Hist time it established in ae courtry, In-
don:sia. 8 “:esicert missiox' virse jrb it was to give advice in
order t» acwar: anc mmp¥anern- pkes [sr te cevelopment and
coordinatox of all forxs of ar, =ith the corsen! of the as-
SOciatioT :

Tae Brg2- e collective orgrrizations aso £ 2 gap in the
field cf privste capital. Adla Inv>tmert Corpany for Latin
Ameriea, {17 eqrxple, mas th: nadel foxr en ixternational ir-
vestneal 302 ¥ created in €62 fcr Asia (Prirate Investmert
Co. for Ase ~ PICA) in =Xl Taaamse 11d Dsrth American
pruate cad al eac invested a #-ird of the bdtal cepital and the
other tiirxd sa; s:azed amary Csnadar, Frarre, Urit=d Kingdom,
West Cemmeny, iy, Swmedx:, Narway, Saitzexland, and Aus-
trals=®

S2¢h a8 creatm s acimally 20 more than a iype »f systematiza-
tior of vka: scelly goes on moze anc mcre 2R the time —that is,
the grapiag ¢ muitinational private cipi@ (sxretimes with
govecnxmental ispital) not only ix mening but ks> in industrial
plaats ard 13 tha develcpmeni 9f major puble works. This is
hew the first ajor (ertiicer plant was bailt in Senzgal in 1968
wita the partidaaticn cf verious Freach and German firms, SF1
(affidiated witk ke World Bank]; the Eurcp2in [avestment Bank
(BREC); ani “he Senegaiese Netimnal Bark far Development. The
Alge:ian Caxe (Saharan Lquid Zas lactory) is cny 26% Algerian
captal and the rest French-Britshlorth Axericia [n Braziian
iror ard s:€e] tiece is a0 asscchalicn pew se but a civision, with
Nost: Amezicar and Japanese capial invested. in two plants
and French captil in @ third. Oa th2 other hard, various types
of larega ceptal — especially Freach ind Braaiian capital —
are jontly fimacing the crcsruciion of tne petrochemical
corpler ir UasAa [ax Pskictan the tonstnszion of the Tarbels
darm, whied wi! ke the largest in ke wird, 1:iracted invest-
mezts from a Trench-ltal:an g-eu>» and awothex German-Swiss
gro1p m 1347-i¢ There was mivalrs but i1 aas between ‘wo di-

1l Accoxdng '© Fhauers ¢t Dévikppenent. JNlematiersl Yionetiary Fand and
Widdd BanX joxrem.
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nattonal grocups, ac the Worid Bank, zdnministratér of the pro-
ject, gave its tlessg to 1he stronger group (the French-Italian).
In 1966. three groups competed for the major Africar dam, the
Cabora-Basss on te Z2ambez: River (Mbozambique); one had
sitrong German-Scuth Africar. interests (tied ‘o Anglo-North
American :nterests) joincd with Swedish and Frehch interests;
arother was Angl»Swiss; and a third combined Norta American,
French, Portuguese, South African, Italiar,” ard Swiss interests.
The first group wen. The extension of the transCameroon rail-
way was finally reade possible with North American “and French
public carital and the European Fund for Desvelopment of the
Furo pean Economi: Cermunity (EEC).

In any Third Wcrld country, even though there may be strong
ties 10 a specific “xetropolis.” it is now the thing to do to seek
mixed foreign cagi:s), sector by sector. In ‘he lvory Coast, whose
government is no xmore than a French office, the construction of
the port of San-Pedro Erought French-ltaban-Gemnran capital;
France will finaxe sagarcare plantations, the United States
rubber; the Danes and Norwegiana are in'erested :n the.fishing
industry; and No-th American, [talian, ard Ivory Coast invest-
ments are financing the hydroeleetric project at Kossou.'*

Out of all of this there is one blinding fact: the closed quotas
of times past are cver in1he Third World. This does aoct mean that
favored countries no longer exist. Far from it. But these prefer-
ences arc no lorger the general rule of exclusive agreements
that rreva:led alrost everywhere a short time ago. Each large
imperialist countcy — and even the smsller ores — has both
direct public capitz] and private interests in 23, 39, 40 countries of
the Third World, and the US certainly in far more than that. The
economies of the dependent countcies have come under co-owner-
ship. The direct censequence :s that the open rivalries of other
times for the dcmination of the Third World have decreased
almost to the poiat of ncnexistence. The United States has been
able to pursue wuachalienged its aggressions in Viet-Nam and
Santo Domingo, tc destzoy the progressive regimes of Indonesia
and Ghana, to intervene more or less directly in another 20 cases
withcut any other imperialist country lifting a finger and France
no mare than raising her veoice once. She kad no ckoice, not only
for all the reasons previously listed, but also because she was
doing exactly the same tbing the United States was doing:
she sent her parachutists into Gabon and Ckad, overthrew,
almost without Irtermediaries, i1he progressive government of
Mali, inbervened more or less indirectly in another ten cases;
and here also, no ove lified a finger. Because all the imperialist
countries have a direct or icdirect interest in imperialist inter-
venticn by the Uzxited States, France, or any othar imperialist
power. Of course there have been, here and there, from time
to time, interimperialist frictions, but they are merely the
exceptions that grove the rule The rule is the fundamental
agreement to maiatain throughout the countries of the Third
Worid an integrated imperialist system in which the road be-
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> JICQress welY mxre ¢ren T 1de coxmae and capital o
al, anc hHis Litter — paclic aad private— ex bits a significar
ENGENe? {0 mare frox ompEtisn ty asiccition for cormmoac
apkitata.
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The enclusar of 2l tdee N3 an 1e {= [
excellextls fermx alatec by Euz:y lh.gdcﬂr Jmf:l.ci:?tf‘l‘hbaes st:"ré?
L le ifvde ke Wotld by Reea smeceeded by the primary
stuglle aZzaimt a shiirking (rpesilist system '

. The myeralist canap” kas cev>00ed 21 <¢conamic interas-
tnadsm sinte tae Secrnd World Wair, vhixa has nothinz ia
a3z or with & approzch Beloze then Bemase of g general
reduction and in some <ases eliminatioa of asters and trzde
biz:r;exs. tae free circulation »f capital, ard ke easy converi-
bRily of moner, naticaal ecdaniies have tecome more and merse
deprrent on esch olbes, Eendng to be little rmoxe than pacts
of ke myle 1 pieces ia tie pezle cli:d world imperialist
€Daomy Whit) has a {ined Jav for the Biaa instruments of
vald inegration. Rach recsssicn, each ilierabi<n in one of e
p&ris &Efeds_ the ojhers ard it is sERificar® that the probd>-
lexs of doreign trade ad of mitermatieral cawmetilion have an
Impartance to"c:ag’: tbmzy mer:r hsd defore.

3 so in &e.con tiod “com peti lien/co acentration™ wis
Norist eralyss charified a Ibog time 280, 3t icthe sel::nd“\:gis
in the terme that bas bacome i irportint element Just as in the
Dav <oalc1dizisn of “rivalry integratior,” which has emerged
with -he appesance of intezy 2 onict tendercies, it is the secord
word tha; has kecome the xost important, witheut in any way
sm.lfymrgrg; %;._con;z‘adic]um ilseif -

0 ea ic Jiterally ard point by poiat in 1970 i
swest way tc betray ke Ard % cortinae plcirg the frg:
X aceert oc interiperizis: yivelries thal - exist 2rd will- exist &S
lerg as imLoexi lism exists, s 45 refuse to Idok at current facts
to _Ac);{ngm:e Rem, and to‘hralyze them. '
«Onrni¢ and pdlitieal irtegratior, whxth
kmown peralist es 7 W. Xostow gocrsiders to 'b::ucgaea ;e;lel;
means of ceferss of the impermlst camap, especially of Ncrth
Anerican supeidnperiali;m, was born at ti2 emd of the Second
Wor:l'd. Wear ard 1! that time w=s directed a ziinst the “commuaist
blec” and iis leader the Scwvet Uniod. 1 wazs this aay all
‘t‘hxougn the (hid ler. Bul then, and it the same time that
peaceful @eiSence’ gs laterpreted by Khrischev and his
SUeCes301s XEp a:e_sl the Cald War, ax expresson eof urprecedented
ari-impedalism degan 10 rock the Third Werld. The integro-
lioasst poliey and its instrurments aze <till there but from that
m&;t oa tbey have heen essntally directed. against the new

Inperialist vo:d intagrati>1 is the product of <he conZunction
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of two series of fi¢1s: @) »1 the ecomomic level it was dictated
by a growing in‘ematicnazation of production, of interchange,
of the movement of capits) and ils concomitant moropolies on an
internat:cnal base, b) on the political level it uas made indis-
pensable by the g2sgraphic coniraction of the imgerialist market
due to the appearance of the socalist states grouped together
with a third of the worlc™ population; then, in- a second phase,
by the threat of a xem coatraction due to revolntion in the Third
World, from whixh. impedalism takes the irreplaceakle raw
materials for maiaiaizing its power. This.merace is a question
of life or death Eor the irnpemalisis. This time their back is to

the wall. And wcrld integzation Jdefimifeiy means for imperial- .

ism, changing from an oidensive covguistedor stre'ezy 10 a de-
fensive position. Tke word “contzinment,” an expression of this
strategy, says whst it meszs very well. From it world imperialist
integretion, in spitz cf its difficulties, its blows, and scme ap-
parent ccntradictioxs, can ¥ mothing less than gird itself for the
future: this is impericlism’s last means of defense. Looking at it
this way, the supremacy. »f North American superimperialism
does not seem suscrpible €0 being menaced again since all re-
distribution of pcwer within the imperialist camp has been
excluded except cr a secxrdary Jevel, jor the ecoromic reasons
previously explained, but more particularly for pelitical reasons.
The “mandate fcr le:adesship” which the United States has
assumed cannot now be revoked. Necessity makes it law.

Imperialism carmot turn itself into its opposite. The domina-
tion and exploitaticn ¢of th= Third World which we have tried ta
document in this semewha: inadequate space, are its essence and’
its vital need. If by defirition, tke essence is irvariable, the
need is aggravated to such a point that today it is sharply vital
and will bacome racre and more sc, especially with respect to
raw materials anc scurces of energy. The economic development
o1 the countries of the Third Worid is “blocked” by imperalist
exploitation and the only way to unblock it is to break with the
system of exploitation The peoples of the Third World have no
other road than that of fighting o halt this exploitation, and
imperialism has no alternative eizher; it must fight to retain
contro), realizing that a- ruptire will toll its death. The only road
to life for. the one, is death for the other. There is no possible
reconciliation.

With this perspactite, hew can we fail to see thet, against the
imperialist system which has demonstrated its ability to pen-
etrate and to develcp its forces of registance, the unity and
cooperation of all the ant-imperialist forces in the world is a
most imperative recessity -for the advancement of the liberation

struggle. And the economic analysis of present day imperialism -
is no more than ar acaderaic exercise i it does not clearly open .

the paths of revoluticnary political choice and action.’?

13 We would have liced to {evelop the questioa of United States superimpezislizn,
but this article hai ceraln ladltations, and Barry Magdoff has treated the
subject exteasively {1 his pecead werk op. eft.} which we keurtily recommend
to the reader.
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Parmexce Exams vrcte Karl Eaut-
sky om September I 1883:
In my opiuon the oclories prop-
er, iLe., the countries eccupied by
a European paultion — Can-
ada. the Cape, Axsaalia— =il all
become indepencdeat; an the other
hzend, the countres irhaoited by
a mative populztema which are
simply sabjugaee — Indta, Al-
geria, the Dutsh, Portaguese and
Spanish possessins — must be
taken over for 2 tike being by
the proletariat axd led as rapid-
Iy as possble 1ewvarcs indapend-
erc2. How thi process will
devzlop is cifficult to say. India
w:ll pertaps, irceed very prob-
acls. make a reveluticn, and as
a proletaniat in uoess of self-
emancicaton croarct— cooduc:
ary colorial wars, i1 wruld have
to be allowed t» -z its course,
it weuld rot pass cff without all
sorts cf destrucdor, of course,

but that scri of thing is insep-

arable from all revolutions.?

Tre year after this letter was
writien Karl Marx died. Thirteen
vears later Friedrich Engels died.
Thus the opur@en divolged in this
letter cat te considered the con-
clusion that tte fouoders of Marx-
ism »sd reachad cobncerning the
form that literztion of the peoples
conguerec by the Western Euro-
pean powers would taxe: the true
colonies, in the Greek sense, the
regions populated by people from
the parent coxrnirv because of the
level of their culturasl and eco-
nomic develcpment, would become
indepandent by themselves, just as
deecades earBer, :he United States
and tye courtries of Latin America
had; the other countries, those
“irhaditec by a native population,”
will te led by the hand to inde-
péadence “as rapidly as possible”
by thke proletariat, iriumphant in
Europe ard North America. Engels
iorescw the pcssibility of an Indian
revoluticn against the domination

t "The Questioa »f Naticmlities or *Autoa-
o~E=Zlon .” Leains actes fran De-
cemder 31 1922, published in 1956 in the
ragazine Kamnwnist, No §.

* “Histortiezl Cestiny of e Doctrine. of
Kzr] Marx,” punlshed in Pravda, No. 50,
Kdarch 1, 1912 y

3 Lerin’s Notedcnh: Imgeiajism. Engel's

lettar of Sepywember 12, 1382




of the European s»¢ialist pcoletan-
at and since the emancipeted prole-
tarjat cannct sustsia coldorial wass,
it would have e resign itself
to this. This migh: also happen in
Algeria an3d EgQpt. anc EBngels
CCmITents:

...which would sertain!y be the
best thing for = We shall have
encugh !o do at home. Once
Euroge is recrgenized, as well
as Norih Americs, thal will
furnish such a octvating farce
and such an examyle, 'hat the
semicivilized couatres will them-
selves foilow uz ouz wake; eco-
nomic nexds alcme will s=e to
thet.

Once the premonooolistic chase of
capitalian had cormpleted its de-
velopenent in  Weastern Burope,
impenadsm surgzi. fortt. From
3884 to 190) there ®a; a period of
intense colonial expansion. Dur-
irg this tame, Erglarnd acquired
3790 000 square miles with a pop-
ulation of $7 mullion irhabitants;
France, 3600000 square rmiles
with 365 million iahabitarts; Ger-
many, a mllion syuare miles with
147 million inhabitants; Pcrtugal,
§00 000 square miles with S million
inhabitants. A: ke end of the
century, the divisicn of the world
was practically completed and
the Buropesan powers fouzht like
wolves over the blxxdy, tcrn {flesh
o! Persia, China, i1ad Turkey.

Pezce reigned in Burope. A peace
maintained by endless wars waged
by the colonial powers throughout
the woarld against hundreds of
millions ¢of inhabitants in the col-
onies, veritable massacres extet-
minaiing unarmel peoples. Warcs
tha: were coansidered “small,” as
lenin writes, “beciuse few Furo-
peans perished in them; rather,
the dead were hundreds of thou-
sands of oppressed peoples — who
weren't even corsidered peoples
(Asians, Africans, are they perhaps
peoples?); against these peoples

they waged the following kind of
war: the pecples were unarmed and
they cleared them out with ma-
chine guns.”*

The big sadalist parties of the
Second [ntemrations]l were born.
liberalism, roiten at the core, was
reborm  as socialist opportunism.
Jenin tears off the weil of chastity
once and for &ll

They ‘interpreted the period of

preparing the Jorces for great

battles as remuncigtion of these
battles. Improvement of the con-
dizions of the slaves to f{ight
agairst wage slavery they took
to mean the sale by the slaves
of their right tohberty fora few
pence. They cravenly preached

‘social pe=zce'' (i.e., peace with

the slave owners}, renunciation

of the class struggle, etc. They

Had very many adherents among

socizlist members of parliament,

varicus officials of the working-
class mpvermment, and the “sym-
pathizing™ iatelligentsia.’

Friedrich Engels, who had al-
ready observed the growth of this
phenomeron in England, the first
country to provide in all its purity
the fundamental outlines of im-
perialism, wrote to Kautsky in the
letter previously quotegd:

You ask m2 what the English
workers think about colonial
policy. Well, exactly the same as
they think about politics in gen~
eral. There is no workers' party
here, there are only Conserva-
tives and Liberal-Radicals, and
the Workers gaily share the
feast of Bngland’s monopoly of
the world market and the col-
onies.

4 "War and Rewvolation.” confe¢rence pub-
lished in Pravda, No. 93, April 23, 1929,
Reronslated {rom Spanish.

3 *Historical Cestiny o©f the Docirine of

Karl Marx '’

“



Mas ami Erggs oi1d oot -
aghie tae new woill  siuakion
tast imperalist exparscn roa gt
cbo1l [Ifevertaeless, Ksrl Max3’s
posiiipa om tte Rterater stugnles
of tw Lisi peopl: a1l zhoays oe
iastzuctive for s strong ad da=ar
183503 i mibtant ictemuticaakse.
Lerx woud a0te it her in bis
arpumaat wita Ecza Lucerobacg
on the righ cf ratomt selfde-
texator.

[ his loag 2ears »f stwix of the
[r=k queston, Kar! Narx reachad
the «rclusion that [elan] was
tae jeat +f :he lanced English
aris:cerary whaick hed on twe
iszrdé 120! cmnly ke paind=l
sxxee of s matertal asalth, dat
also wse0 explcitaticod a; 'its grest-
est ryozal steengti)’ [ieland was
the reans by wbich t ‘maintaas
its ogminatios ix Egand oem-
sell’ The English bousgecisie Rad
i 2 sume ictérest as the astoelaty
in “taming Iredad ate mese
Eas » laad whico >xowdes ke

rgisk marxet with wmeat axd
wooxm =1 the cleapet possible
prizee’ [redand, wenreovr=,—was—
sorc? of loaccst wameal ladox
fo- ke Bnglish mariet, tie comoe-
t'éion that ta: frish wawxer cre-
sentel o e Engich vacker per-
mat>d a workeng =asx spit =xd
cxfrrniatenn betseear -h2 wo.
Kari Ylare weites Togels on De-
S=ao»y 10, 12€ES:

¥o1 g long tlime 1 telievad that

it wo1.d de posskl2 te merthror

te I[ris3 zcgire By English
vockipg class asx=caancy. [ el
ways; expressed this pomt of
viza in e New Yol Ivibuwne.

Deetpes sitdy has oo comvirced

m o! 1 srposiie. The Brplsh

wxkicg clesss will never ao

camy sk amythi e until it Ras

gct rd of Jreland [.. ] It is m

Irelend ‘hat the lever must be

ppisc_ For Tis —aspor th: lixsh
cueslick  a=fwmes sick  mpor-
arxe Eor e sccizl xovemert
ene:ay.
Fizaly, i a lster »f 2prd 9 1870,
‘o Siglr:ed Neyer aal dugast Vogt,
e stales
Engdard, benmg the met:opolis
cf c=pral, e pocves whi<h has
titerc rul:t the werld marcket,
is {» the presect tie mcs: im-
gortani coa xy f- te wazker's

revolu:ion, awd rmcreove the -

cnk countcy in whick the ma-
®eral sordiiions lor 1bis revo-
litoa have devrsloed up tO a
certain degre« of xaiurisy. Tkere-
brz tc hasten the sccisd revolu-
tox 11 Bngland is the most
inpxtan! d-jec: < :he Irterra-
toaal Wortmg Merm's Assama-
tox The s € meaas »f hastening
it is tc maike Ireland id:perd-
ent’

Svzns dil not exe plece as
M ex had wsid, bt tris dees not
17er the anportence of his «oorect
ielvss.  Leawn, cecides later,
paiated sut tiit he policy Marx
ixi Erps oxlined sn the [rish
questio’ was z coasequexatly pro-
‘ew=riat policy: a pdl:¢y tha: edu-
caird the mas=es in tde sprit of
ienoorxy and socislism.

S5:t not owy ‘hkis, the later
Exelxmwent cf ixrperslism has
rereaied to waat pxnt in 1= op-
ax=sxn and 2tplo tatin of cther
contries reaxior wal find nct
anly a sour¢e of specrpeofils btut
1lze & “noral force’’ And how the
beratior of tw opxressed pecples
azE kecome er inypeszlive reces-
saty o1 the \ery exiaxcipaton of
the werng desses i the cevel-
oped copitalsy courtries

e wa:ld rct want to end :his
ne¢vitchle preamble Bc the iceas
hy lenn latzr eladocated 1uring
am-perialisn’s full tloan, on the
meremert of rnatixal |beration,

€ Lmirs Nolebeok Imperiol sx

without roting, Zo: their currency,
Marx’s criticisms of the 'Prowd-
honist  clique’” m  Pars whizh
thought “all Europe must aad w#-ill
sit quietly en iz tind quarters
until the gentlersern in Framce
adolish poverty and ignorance.”
“They are grotesgue,’ Marx writes
in a letter of Jure 7, 1866; and in
a Jater leiter datec tte 20th cf the
same month and wear, relatimg te
a debate in the Intarmational Coun-
cil. he made fun of lafargue and
nther representetizes of “Young
France™ w=ho ‘carae out with tte
announcement that all nationalities
ard even nations were ‘antiquated
prejudices’.” He ad3s: “I ale sug-
gested that by tae negavon of
nationalities, he {[Lafargue] ap-
peared, quite unccnsciously, to un-
derstand their absorption by the
model French nati»n.”

This position by which 1the op-
pressed naticns hai to sit quietly
waiting for the growth of the
European socialist movement. came
up- again later and with great force
as one of the m»st chargcieristic
manifesiations of the worker azris-
tocracy's submission to petit-bout-
geois opportunism in the :nterests
of imperial:sm.

The 1905 Revoiutios In Russia and the
Aslan Revolutions

It means ihat ‘“seij-delcrminciion

of nalions” in the HMarxisis’ program
cannot, from = hisloric-economic
point of vieo. have anry other
mearfng than political

. self-determination, state
independence, and he formoticn of
a ratéonci sicte.’

Lentn

The 1905 revosefion in Russia
inaugurated the period of demo-
cratic-bourgeois revolutions outside
of Western Ewrope and North
America, in the vast world divided
among the wvarious imperialist
powers. Lenin observes the prucess

very closely. In his articles first in
Pruletary, thea in Pravda, he con-
tnuously iafomes the Russian work-
ing c.ass aoowk what was going on
12 the Ezsterr countries, analyzes
the grcwit. 03 the national strug-
gle, ‘he outbreak of revolutions,
becommes excited over the hundreds
of millxrs of men who are awak-
caing ard making a whirlwind
eatry iat» history.

Nothinig escapes his sharp eye.
'Tre Persan revolution; the move-
rment ef the Young Turks; the
demonstritions in theestreets and
the sirike in Bombay because of
the cord:mrstion of  the Indian
democrat T:lak; the revolutionary
movament led by Sun Yat-sen 'in
Citrg; the foundation of a na-
ticnal associgtion .that brought
toge:her 36000¢. persons and organ-
izeedd hige meetings in Java. He
note

B drawing ever broader masses
of the Chinese peasantry into
the mcvement and into politics,
Sua Yat-ser’s party is becoming
(o the extent to which this
prceess :s taking place) a great
factor of pecgress tn Asia and
of markind’s progress. Whatever
defests it may - suffer from pol-
it.ical rcgues, adventurers and
dictators, who rely on the coun-
try's reactionary forces, this
party’s eiforts will not have
been ir vain.*

The military dictatorship of Yiian
Shih-%ai, financed by a loan from
the imperialis1 powers, lay in ‘wait
for ihe Chinese democratic revolu-
tion. The Caarisi government which
occupies Azerbaidzhae, Gilan, and .

T *The Rig)t of Natlons to Selt-Determina-
tion,” wrkten o Pebruary-May 1914; pudb-
listed in the nmagazine Prosveshchenlye,
Nos. 4. 5, and 3

3 “The Siraggle cf Parties In China,”
Pravaa No. 10 May 3 (18), 1913
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Khorasan, pits itsef agairst the
Persian revclution while Baglish
troops land in tbe South.of the
country and. unleash the <ruelest
repression agairs: the rev aution-
ary nation; the Young Turcs 32ex
concil:ation with in:e:na] zeaction
and the European powers hud
themselves on Turkey to tear her
apart. The . cevolliice in txe Bast
is born in a bloed bath, in a terri-
fying &nd uncetain dawn, But
Lenin observes;
And the school of civi] war is
never lost upon nations. [t & a
hard scnool, ard its camplete
cours2 nccessarily includes vic-
tories for the counter-révolu-
tion, the unbridled license of the
infuriated reactienaries, the sav-

age reprisals of the .old govern-~

ment against the rebels,- etc. But
o:ly incurable pedants and dod-
dering muwmmies can moin over
the fact ihat the natices have
¢enterad this very painful school,
For it is one that teaches the
oppressed classes how ‘o wage
civili war and how to carry
the revolution to victory, It
ccncentrates in  the masses of
contemporary slaves the haired
which downtrocden, benighted
and igriorant slaves have always
carried w=ithin tkem, ard which
leads to the supreme bkijstory-
making feats of slaves who have
realized the shame of their
slavery®
In the writings of Lenin putlish-
ed between 1ke 1805 revolution and
the beginning of the First World
War, he reiterates tihree themes
which acquired major importance
in his later thirking when he had
to face the task of develcp.ng the
internaticnal strategy of the Sowiet
revoluticn and of the comimunist
movement under thke ccnditicns
created after 1918:
1) The role of the peasantey in
the 'national liberation mcvement
Not only does he uanderline its im-

portance as basic support of the
Chincse revolutionsry movement,
fundamerta!l while “Shanghais”
are rot multiplying and the pro-
letariat is not.growing, but also,

tler stadying the nationalist
struggles 1n the Balkans, he af-
firms *“Nothing but economic and
politi~al liberation of the peasants
of ail the Balkan nationalities,
carred through to the end, can
eiim! sate 3ll possibility of any sort
of national oporession **°

2) 'Tte counterrevolutionary
coal:tion of tae so-called civilized
rations of Europe ageinst the na-
tions of Asia, least civilized but
most energetic in their striving for
democracy.”" In the face of the
rationzl liceration movement, the
liveral -boirgeoisie do not differ
from each other in regard to the
colonial poiicies of the autocratic
ard Jespotic governments.

3) Colorial chauvinism which
contaminates a part of the Euro-
pean prcletarat Commenting on
the [nternational Socialist Congress
in Stuttgart, held in August of
1907, and his debates on the co-
lonial question, he gays:

.-.as a result of the extensive

colonial poliy, the European

proletarian partly finds himself

i a pasiticn when it is not his

labor, but the labor of the prac-

tically. enstaved colonies, that
maintains the whole of society.

[...] In cerain countries this

provides the material and eco-

nomic basis for 1afecting the
proletariat with colonial chau-
vinign Of course, this may be

® “Eftamrable Material inr World Politics,”
Preletary, No 33. July 23 (August 3),
18C8. .

1 “Tre Social Significence of the Serbo-
Ba!garian Victcries,™ Pravda, No. 162,
November 7. 1912,

au “Eyvents jn the Baleens and in Persia.”
Preletary, No. 37, October 16 (29), 1908.



nly 1 Emd>aay geremesorn,

>u tx evil xemast ronetheless

> cl=ardy reaiz=1 a3 11; cases
1alertiodd m criex ts De akle

‘a 12ly th2 podieariat of il

coaxmies fo» the¢ stragfgie agsirst

imel orgertarisz. s sirwgle
= boune to be sictwius - sxce

ke ‘otinleged’ nikexs aE a

¢ nxhrg ficion of th: cepi-

1glst nalisns.™ .

T3¢ cmizgamue afer 305
ceexr:a de-bomgess e lutors *
R1ss:a aad ia ‘h2 couvatres of Asia
izevimtly sy@mifes the awaraiag
o€ a whxle serxe: «f nateral mave-
meits sith the cGefimte zim of
o ng 1dipardent ard aatim-
al'y 10xogenois states.

Tk« socizldemwozat= Pol2s &xd
Resa Lixenburz zefrsed & un-
derstind t1= faet. Bsa Luxem-
oag, <citiosina tke aricle on ‘le
rgy cf naioial se'f-ctexmination
in tre Ruigdaa Maras popremn,
affimed tral “mt one siagle oco-
gearr ¥ owRemyorary  sicialst
pertes®™ hid (1 Ir fict. mrliemal
senf-Gelexmraton had cessed to
be a ,ralle:z i3}« cointriss
of ‘Western Sargpe, whkere, at the
begimng cf the moeritlist pericd,
s 2re ilzeady exist:d 8 sysiem of
xaurgems sates vhiny ia ke
xra. =ere natiomaly lemojeroas
siates; but X decsrae a ‘cutxsiore
ior the -rendationiyy rovemeats
of Fussiz 13d the Bist ard ke
entize colceial world.

Leria premicized xith  PRoia
Lux:nturg sudizd ke picbiem
{ror e7>rw 2agle ani ever a pe-
txed of ur®e anc in caoj)leiely
liffereat statins, b= constantiy
reimiyed ty ii. Haticrsl seif.-de-
terpination for Leain ted a
very clear mpeaniaZ; & wsas the
righ1 cf naions tc thei- staiehcod
seprLrited foam the otd:y caticmal
co Jedtives, it was the night to the
lomxretxce of a aatxonal iadepend-

ex swte. The proders aelt 1wo

dargera igaiast whix) il was reces-

;@rr e alezl 12> wartdrg clas: the

ul Uapez=onary nataralisn :f the

0 TESCI natiras, an expeession of

the priex of the” bomrgevrst=—and

ik >182 4 holders, ad tre bourgeois
nzonxiim o 1ke oppressed na-
iices Chich soaght 1o dwerl the
svekm e class “dzam its  geest
wrirersal tasks.®

13 the yeers preceedmz the Oc-

o »r Revolutiza. Leaimis bascally

p=cacped wth ka attitude cf

<b¢+ wosang clzss m the o pgressor
naors wward this protlem He

AARES: §

" [0 tte int2rratioaalist education
S e workers of the opmessor
ourircs, exrphasis must neces-
riy ce lad oa their advocat-
1g {reedcm o~ the cppressed
ountres te sec2de and their
Eght inz foc i+ Without this there
zan ke mo 1aematioralisin 11 is
aurright and duty <o treat every
Sodsl-Democnit «f an oppressor
mato whe fiils 10 conduet such
propzgandi 1s a jcoondrel and
m imperxiclis:.>3

He ruaiaded -hat Marx, in 1848,

demaaxded 1tha: {3umphant de-

mcerxx tn Germany proclaim and

carzy out the Lib2ration of tne

p;;)les oaquered by the Genmnans,
that in |83 he demanded. the
s€paration of Jreland aad England.
If the prcletasiat o! the oppressor
naton dd n¢t boag about the
freedom of scpasation for
the colomes ani nstions oppressed
by “theic” maten, ‘it would make
immoss ble coalidexce and class
sok lafty beiween e workers of
the oppressed natdm  and 1hose
of ine oppresior matioa’”. Ou his

¥ -htaratona) Scoialis! Corgress ta Shitt-
gart,” mzitlex: at the 23d of Aupist and
gixng of Sentemler 0!, publisted
. FPiolewry, No 17, Ocodesr 20 1907,

11 7de Oigussir cn  Seis-Octerxination
Sunyed Up.)' writen ia ily 1618, pub.
lshel 1 SSoriik  Sotsfal-Demakrala,
X. i October 1916.

part, he -eiteratad trat ®h: gues-
tion o1 seli-determaxa:on of raticns
today hirges on 1> er)nduct ad so-
cialists pi the oppressae patiors’*
And he: proclaimed, in an aserios
valid foc 2ll the cgpressor natieas,
that Czarism nit only ocmes=ei
the Russian pocuistisn ‘Oar 150
demoralizes, humiliat2s, cRshorors
ard prostifumes, sed accusioms it
ta hide its snemxe ir hypocritieal
phrases of self-stvled patriotisn.’
He declared in sya-leiis:
The impurtant i1}iag s thai in
the eacxch of impenalisma o=ing
to obdjective <ainses, the pcile-
tariat has besn split mato tao
interaational camps, <ne of
which has been :>rTupted by e
crumbs :hat fal from tke tadle
of the domumant-aationn beaz-
geoisic — obtained, amcxg o-her
things, from th: icuble eor triple
explcitation of small patiors —
whi® the other carmal liberate
itself  without Llideratag ‘he
small rations, withaut educatirg
the masses in an aatictauviaist,
ie, anti-annexztiorist, ie., “sell-
determiratiorist.’’ spirit™
Afler she @ctober Revolwtior ke
no longer considered it saffident
for a )-rccklng cless party to pro-
pagandize in faver of tre self-de-
termingtion of ta= oppressed na-
tions in order to call itsel! ccm-
munist unless it alsa suppcctec by
deeds those pecple strugaling for
their literation. I  the article,
‘“The Concitions for Joining Irter-
national Ccmmurism.’ he writes:
On the questicn of the colapies
ard the oppressed nat.oralities,
the partiess of thwse oountries
whose bourgeoisiz comirates
these colonies aad oOppresses
other n&ations must have a singu-
larly precise and clear line. Bach
of the parties that wmshes to
belong to 1the Ttrirc [nternaticnal
has tke duty cf implaably ex-
posing the machinations of “its”
imperialists in th: colonies, of

supperiing by decd and not only
by word. every liberation move-
ment in the colonies, by exhort-
ing that its impenalists be ex-
pelled fram these colonies, by
educating the workers of their
country in a true spirit of fra-
femity toward the workers of
tre colonies and the oppressed
nation3lities and of carrying out

a sysiematic agitation among its

{roops- against all oppression of

colon:al pecpes.

And in the Second Congress of
he Uhrmmunist International, in
his iatevduectior: to the report of
the oomnmissior on the national
and the co!onial questions, after
insisting on ‘‘the importance of
revolutionrary work by the Com-
murist Partcs. not only in their
own, but ako in the colonial
countries ard particularly among
the troops employed by the ex-
ploiting nations to keep the co-
lomal peoples in subdjection,” he
cacalls that the parties of the
Second Interastional promised to
act in a revolutiomary manner
ard comments caustically, showing
wtat fcr him represents concrete
support to the liberation move-
ments:

..but they have given no sign
of genuine revolutionary work
or of assistance to the exploited
and dependent nations in their
revol: against the oppressor na-
ticns. Thi, 1 think, applies also
to most of tke parties that have
withdrawn from the Second
International and wish to join
the Third International: We
must proclaim this publicly for
all to heor. end it 8 irrcfutable.

14 "Tre Questior of Peace.” written In
Juby-August 1615, pudlished for the
first time in 192¢ in the magazine Pro-
latarskaYya Revolotsia, No. 5 (28).

32 “The Discussion on Sdf-Determination
Summed Up.'"
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coraster Witk a reierendum

n ke =ceision £ an opaes=eS

ratix;, ete™

2ut tlere iz xxxe. ‘“Wloever
Axes 21 &= 'pxe” soda revclution
#d! rever see . H> w1l be a rev-
yxidaarr £ worcs viho dcesa't
1rectaxd > true ~=xciutbn”

—erir: de: a1 4T Over revolu-
‘rary =zt bat o e coatrary
1Trectazd; #=nt tey pave the
roid o 7mictory. Belerzmngz w0 the
Irsn 1n=sorreccdn of Apal 1916,
dr»vezd 2 bcod >¢- thz English
Gcyened, ke xrit=

Captaisn is nci £ harmmonious-

17 Ak tha the Lerious soucces

o rebelice caa iEmmeciately

nerz 1 teir owr acrorq,

mitcwe mevers= ard defeats.

Zn ke xker kan l tke very Gt

1da: revds co brezT out at dif-

lerex: txms ia Ghiferent pleces,
mé e cd dE=rent kinds,
» Regex: ¥ tle Cermexisidm cn thr Na-
dmal ad 13e¢ Chdwwia Questoms™

secad Crimes: of te Coaxurist m-

trataml Ul IS - Awgue 2 1320

v o warrs otz ntlaed in bookc

o iy 21
U “The Dizrrsso: eor Sel’-Determization

Sunpel )7
1 'The Sidalkst Renitex i the

EXh' cf Nitors o Set-Cetrriiation”

(thes:s), ortter iz JFpuaryr-Febuar

MG, »vistec ia Yabcte I=garmwe.

Fe A3 19%€

guarantess wide scope exd decta

0 the gereral mowvemreat, Dot

it is only in premature, mdviG-

uz], spomedic 214 thereisre L

suecessful  revclitisnzzyy move-

ments that the massss gzia
experien:2 accuxe kacwledge
gather stremgih, 1nd gel © know
their reil leaders. the sociehst
prolsiarians, sexd M ths way
prepare for = gerexal er-
slaughi, just as certain strikes,
demonstrations, loczl aad ==
tional, xmtiniss im the amay,
outbreaks amoxg s peasanirT,
efc., predaved fhe way for the

general onslaught in 19%5%

Al the sime tim= that e cone-
bats the imperialist war znd attzcks
witheut guerier those gpporturisss
whoa deferd the rapisi polies o
their bourgecisies L:nin oppyses
the petit-kourgenis pacifists wWho
ecndemn 21 war. “As 2 gea=ral ik
war is legitimate on the padl «
1the gppres=ed natom (independ=n:-
ly of whether it i defersive @
offersive ¢ the military sense) ®
He speaks of the revelwtiorary
wars and Jives a; an example ibe
fact that the Freaza. Bevolution
likerated itssMf agimst the ccaliticn
of a1 the monar:hist coartries eof
Europe. In relation to the colonies
ke writes: “Socialists ... must alsc
render cetermin=d support to the
more revoylutionayy elemants I
thae bourgois-democratic  mw?
menis for nationa! liberation I
these coun:ries Zmd assist fheir ap
rising — «r Tevolulicmary wax, I

the event of on2 — agamst the
imperiglist powers thst oprres
them.™

Tre anaysis of the ineguality o
economic and peliticzl develon
ment in the cspitalist countyie
leads him to the conclusion thal
socizlism <zn trivmph firs: in ome
or severat espitzEst courtries. The
victoricus proletariat in that e
trv *will arise azamst the rest o
the wn=1d — the sapitalist worls —

atirzctirg to ts camse the op-
pressed dasses of other countries,
Sirrinzg Ipasrgs n those coun-
tries against th2 caritalists, and in
case of need usixg even armed force
agatast the erploiting classes and
thair stetes'™t .
On Novemb:r 8. 1917. in Smolny
Pzlacs, before the Second All-
Rusia Congress of Soviets  of
Workers” ancé  Soldiers’ Deputies
ad in (e midst of the flames of .
ths victodons msyrestion of the
workars and of the Petrograd
garrison. lerir gave his report
cz the peace decree that was
uranmowusly aproved The Work-
ers and Peasants Government
propcsad that all the belligerant
peopkes and their governments
enter regotiations for a just and
demogstx peace — that is to say,
& pesce withox annexations. And
in his report 12rin &4 not limit the
coccEpt <«f amnexation to the new
ocoazuesis which were in dispute
in ta2 war in Europe at that time,
bu? zlsc exterced it o include all
colcaies.
...irrespective of the time when
such forcible incerroration took
place, irrespective also of the de-
gree of develcpment or back-
wardness of the nation forcibly
annexed to the given state, or
forcitly retzined within its bor-
ders and irrespective, finally, of
whether ths nation is in Europe
or in distant, Overseas coun-
triss.
The peace that Lenin offered
the belligeraat peoples included
Bbertr for all the colonies and an

3 “The Ducussien on Sef-Determination
Summed Up”

?® “The Sociali:t Revolition and the
Rizht of Fatians to Salf-Determination”
¢lheses)

a "y the Slogar for a United States
of Rurope,” Sotsial-Demokral, No. #,

Angust I, 1935,




*d of world «co12lBMm
[erin »s5 ccnidentcd ke psot-
ity of ¢ Ewrspean veorkixg
¢lass revoletion. e all ix Ger-
mady. [N las “Tisses i thke Qass-
ticr 3 the Iemelate Coxlusxm
of a2 Semacztc 13 Fwrexatianist
Pezec? me vrites “‘Thix th> scael-
st sevolution in Ercop> x:st
coma:, and wil mme iIs berxd
dokt Al >ur Iopes lor the [imal
vieery of sdc:alisx are foudead cn
1= cerzin:y ar i 0a s iEw-ific
pragosis ” Akaau ¢} ke also noted
tha ‘St is aute injossitle o
predict the prochade monent of
o sk of rerclitor and over-
1A of sus cf te Exopean im-
peralkst mrvernvmates  (Sreludirg
1b¢ Cermae).” Fox thit reason ke
sietes that: “te poston of the
so<elst covcliton in Bissda™:
mesl farm the biss of aay defini-
ticr. ¢f tde mtemmaiorsl tesks of
the Sewict Jover
The >>ace negst ations 3r Brast-
Iiwovsk wese irder diiaassion. All
€Y wWele O tke int=mal situa-
ticr 1 Gerrery Omn Canuary 2,
1928 Lenin addec a adte to the
previcus Thesea:
The mase siri%es in Ausiria aad
Cesmnaay, and s1xseguertly, the
facrmat o of tte sovete of work-
er3’ depuies in Berle: and Viee-
™, srd, listly, begrning frcm
Sanrary 1820 armaed dashes
3 sire2t figtmg in Berlin
— Il 1hi; shoeld be zegarded as
»adenae - ¢of the fai that the
~evylutior in Garma any has begur.
Etis fsct cffers asthe cppcrtuai-
17 fox th: time beiny of furtaer
delazing and driggag oul the
PEace Aegotiatioms
It lis reyort cn the activity cof
e Ouacl cf Fecple's Commis-
saries, mad¢ om Jamuary 23, 1938,
beieze the Third All-Russis Cax-
gress of Soviets of Wakers' Sok-
diexrs +nd Peaszepls Bputies. he

zecalls Rat arx sad ZIngels
“hizinz wsttltd te growth of
world so:ialist revdati»” said at
tre ex3 o the IS certury, “the
Frocman vl bezga it ard the
Gamar xill fiaish " ard adcs:

[oCiT w2 see 2 ciffarent combi-

trx cfint=na socialist dotcecs.

Ac sy imat it S easler Jor the

no7eETECl T slalt in the coan-

i7ies thal are o1 ceca? thase
stplxte g omaatres =shich Eave

»Jciteaites for easy plinder

vad ar» abix 1> bribe k> upper

iectcn. of * their wxkers. The

»e 100 sccialist meariy al)l min-

stenil Cherrov-Iscre'eid parties

)! Wes'ean Excope do» att accom-

pish smythirg and trey lack

&n fcuscadbas We have seen

Ae >remipe »f [taly;. during he

»ns! faor duxs ve witxessed

Be mexcic stugde «f the Aus-

zian workels against the pred-

vory mpeduiliss. Thoagd <he

»raes may suceesd In holding

‘19 tle movimerl fx a {ime

ey sannot stop 1t eltogether it

& jovixcible
He cco<d ides by effizzmg:

Things bave tarned out Ciffzrent.-

~ e whitl Merx ard Engels

1xpected and we, k2 Ruassan
worknz and exploifed clmsses,
nve tte hoer of being -he

Tangeard of the irternatioaal

socizlist revolution; =me car now

:ee ¢eayly bow {ar tde develop-

xent cf the revclation wil go.

The Fussmar bdbeman it — the

Gearma, the Trencaran, ard the

Inhgh dtomar il firksh it, and

seciallsm will be viciozous.

I[n his speecn to the closing of
the Coegess on Jaaarry 3, he
SEYS

Tou Lkave ilreacs keard of

ke telegrams cn ke s:ate of the

revolzton ia Cermany. The
flamas of a revelwtienary wild-

2 “On tde Astcry of e Quetion <f tae
Czfor.enite Peace,” Prasda, No. WM.
Ecbrua:y 24 1)), 1818

firc_ are leapirg nigher and
higher over the. whole of this
rotten old wodd system It =as
no pie-in-thecky Lheory, no
armchair pipe Jdrearm that ooce
we hag establisa>d Soviet poxer
we wotld induce others te mcke
similar sttempts in other ctun-
tries. For I must repest that the
worxing people hasd no ctker
way cut of the slaughter. These
attempts are now being consoli-
dated as gains cf the internaiion-
al revolution. We ciose this
historic Congress of Soviets un-
der ithe sign of the moun:mng
world revolution.. ..

The interest wwith which trey
awxaited news frm Gemmany can
be seen in a message sent bty radio
to the peace delegation in Brest-
Litovsx on February 3 1913 Afer
reportitg on the situatjon in the
Ukraine and Finland, Lenie says:

There s great erthusiasy: aong
Petrograd workers uver the for-
mation of a soviet of workers’
deputies in Berlin There aze
rumors that Karl Liebknecht
hzs been released and will soon
head the German Government.
Tomorrow’s s:tt:ng of the Petro-
grad Soviet wi'l Giscuss a mes-
sage to the Be1lin and Vierna
Soviets of workers
Two weeks later, he will have to
announce duTting a session of the
Central Committee: ‘Ioffe wrote
from Brest that there was no sign
of a revolution in Germanv.,” and
lJater: “Trke revolution in Germany
has not vet started and we know
that over here too our revolution
did nct win out all a: once”

On the thicd of Mareh, the
peace treaty with Cermanv was
signed in Brest-Litovsk. This same
month, British, North American,
and French troops disembarked in
Murmansk, and on April 4 the
Japanese occupied Vladivostok.
This was the beginning of the im-
perialist intervention which con-

ticu:d in a long and bloody war
up 12i] Octoter of 1922, when
the counterrevolutionaries and for-
eiga trcops were cleaned out of
the Soviet Far East

Uader the aitacks of the Red
Armmy and a5 a product of the in-
texmal dlisiniegyation that under-
min:d. them, the irnterventionist
and counierrevolutionary trcops led
by Denikin, Yudenwch, Kolchak,
and Wrangel. armed and financed
by the imperialists, were *hit on all °
frots. The sailors of the French
Squadron revolied in April of 1919
in the Blick Sea. But with the aid
of socta)l democracy, imperialism
succeeded in preventing the social-
ist zevolution in Europe.

T}e masses o! workers and peas-
ants of the numerous nationalities
that pecple tie -Soviet Union had
to farge their crevolutionary con-
scio1sness under the hardest con-
ditiens, at a time when they had
to repel U» dirty campaign of

-caiumnies launched against the

Sovet power not oaly by the im-
pexialist press, but also by the
socialists of tke Second Interna-
tional. Iz “Letter to American
Wozrkers,” lenin stated that a re-
welutionary, ;
.--wculd not ‘“agree” to a pro-
letarian revolution only *“on the
cendition” that it proceeds easily
aad smoothly, that there is,
fxcm the outset, combined action
o1 the part of the .proletarians
o] different countries, that there
are guarantees against deleats,
that the rcad of the revolution
is broad, free and straight, that
it will nct be necessary during
tke march to victory to sus-
tain the heaviest casualties, to
“d.de ore's time in a besieged
{crtress,”” or to make one's way
aleng exteercely narrow, impas-
sable, winding, and dangerous

mountain tracks.




Aid in ke Eghtl Congress >f
tre Cammxurist B) Pirivof s
s2 beld n Naxchk of 1315, te 219
to oppest -h» formolatiors of
Bachirn, wix <an's t¢ subsShate
rathzal selideermwiraton <ith
“wxkexs' self-Et:rmination,” mnt
oy becalse i iz ivaccuraie dat
> amoag ather tlings becrase
U =xaull jerve ¢ fe'd the
gernda cf he fcllbwas of Schede—
METTss 5¢Cal Jemocrsey in Ger-
may, ~hch sari thit the Bokhe-
viks ®ant to imose their system
ce e werld at the point cf the
hayerets i the Rad Ay

Diirg the yeirs of. the siwil
var, imperial s took advantage of
the lack ef crnfidence m the Rus-
sixy people tha! existed :m tle
cprtessad nalions famaly dsmi-
raed bty Carsx. A Jack of cenli-
cezce tha hzd keen socumulating
Cver centiries of denisl o aAgits
exd cf reacticnary viblerxe, W:iites
Lear:

The exoerszre: of the workeas’

nd peasants. revoution in Rus-

sl ‘he revoivios of Octtber-

Novernter 1615, ard cf the two

yrzrs cf eworous  straggle

1jeinst the oaslaight of irtler-
11tiona! and Ewssan cspilalisis,

s made i1 crystal-cear that

ke capitalists heve sacceed ed

ler 4 tere in plyng upon the
ational distrust of the Great

Russisrs felt by Polish, latwian,

Tsioriaa, end Finvisa peasarts

1nd  aa2ll owvyerss. that they

have sitceed=d fHr a tire in
iewing dissens.cn betwerm thern
asd up= o3 tw basis of ikis

Estrast™

Tris lack Of canfidence was
d=aprearng very sicwlv, and Len-
in coumselled cice and patieace
to the Russiarxs w0 for years had
bees an cpxEsxr astion in the
old impenal C:asst relaticrs with
oler natons, Ee¢ adied . “It is dy

moyiziag tle Idepexdence cf
1l*» CEodsh, _atriaa. lithmanian,
Bstoriaz, and Fimdsh states that
=e e tlowlT bty stzadily winring
22 cosfidercee cf the labori
mis= of btw reghbaring small
sates, vro ere oxre baclkward
axd xore decrived and dowvritrod-
den by the cpitalizs”

Ariyzng relztixs thet baid
0 22 establshed between
Scvist Eezud o of Russa 10d t
[Xraxe leam st the ;ame Llide
=ara>] agaimst R=ssian national-
=m whixt: couli be confused with
cauvvnan, axd agZainst national-
istic pett-bowrgsas prejudices of
suall popre ia =2 fermerly
s®jcgaied  ratois wnich had
cthing 10 dc witt the mterests of
tas wrkers and peasants in their
srugge agamst capital. And he
added: ‘There st be uaily in
the striggle agaivst the yoke of
=2pial and fx the dictatorship of
t32 p-oetariii, 135 there should
be r gaminZ of h= wz¥ys among
Coaminists »1 the giestion of na-
tonal fon texs. » wtether there
sould > a Fxderil or some other
te Beimeen Be statas®™

Oaly aith e maxdrman pslicnce
wiud X be posshle o wipe ot
the misirust engemd=recC over cer-
taxries dy the sefmne of private
froperty and hawed produced by
sxcesire dimsias of that prop-

erty Me ss:d
We wart & velunfexry union
of rations — : union which

pre<lides eny coercicn of one
natoxr by axxtier — a union
fcuaced om axxlete conlidence,
or i tlecar recogaiicn of brothe:-
ly umty, o abisinteiy voluntary
censent. [ . ] We stand fcr the
ck=e unicr ad the complete
arglgamatien >{ the workers
T ‘Leter to 1de WArkers 124 Peasonla
of ez Lkraine Ap:«pct of e Vicleries
ove: Denikm ' vk er: in Decaxber 23,
18, piblisded in Pxavida Do, 3, Janaarvy

t, 190
I« (bW

and peasants of all rations in a

single world Sowiz2t Bﬁub..lc

This clear inte:razatiol
cept of Lenin's his inlelatigable
precccupation witn ‘he wnity of
the working class and the peasants,
explains his furous indignatien at
the methods emploped >y Oxjoni-
kidze, Stalin, aad Dzer:h: nslq n
the bandling of the task of “secial
naticnalism” in Gemxrgia. In the
cotes in lLis diexy, dicctatec on
December 31, 192! when he was
already quite 31, Lenin considers
it to be “unpazdcrable opportun-
issm’" to urdermine Soviet prestige
with its peoples ‘“even if only by
the slightest audiiy o: injustice
toward our owm ror-Russiac na-
tionalities’' on the eve cl the <etut
of the East and tdxe “humdreds of
millions c¢f the peoples cf Asis,
which is destined to foliow ®ws om
the stage of histocy in the near
future.” And he added that one
thing is,

.-. the need to 1ally against the
imperialists of the West [ard] it
is another thing when we our-
selves lapse, evem if only in
trifles, into imeerialist attiiudes
toward oppressed nationalities,
thus undermining-zgll our princi-
pled sincerity, all our prinapled
deferse of the struggle against
imperialism.?*

For lenin, prolefarian intema-
tionalism is not a mere ackaowl}-
edgemen: of the eguality of 1ights
of nations, which has a purely
formal character and maintains
intact national egoism, but rather:

...first, that <the interesis of

the proletarian siruggle in any

one country should be subardi-
nated 0 the interests of the
s‘ruggie on a wvurid-wide scale,
and, second, that a nation which
is achieving victory over the
bourgecisie shouli be able and
willing to make the greatest
national sacrifices for. the over-
throw of interratisnal capital*

Thwe Pao ple & cf the Qrient

TP« pecrd ¢f Che Past az? becoming
cdve t» the need !or practical ection,
thc re¢ed Jor en<ry nction to take
e . swcpiig e destiny of all
mankind.*’

Lenin

The victonous campaigns of the
Red Army throughout the wvast
Sovict territors, :he coordination
cf enormous masses of regular
trcops — armacd and equipped
throi:gh the tremmendous efforts of
a devastated people — with a
ubiquitous and effective guerrilla
movement, in a2 battle that joined
snd fused allthe aationalities in the
arucible of struggle, was a totally
rewn Jsct in history: imperialism
cax de militarily defeated by the
backward pcoples. The invincibility
of the Furopearn colonial forces had
received a mortal blow. It was
therefore ;mperative to make the
corresponding deductions for the
struggle of the peoples for their
Eber ation.

I think that what the Red Arm

has eccomplished [says Lenin{.

its struggle, and the history of
its victcry, w:ll be of colossal,
epoct:al significance for all the
peorles of the Bast. It will show
them that, weak as they may be
and invincible as may seem the
power of the European oppres-
sors, wha in the struggle employ
all the marvels of 1technology
and cf the military art — never-

35 “TRe Question of Nationalities or "Auton-
smization’ ”

2 “‘Preliminaxry Dxsft Theses on the Na-
tional and the Colenlal Questions.” Second
Corgress of the Cammunist Intermation-
al, published in Juxe 1920

T ‘Address 10 the Second All-Russian Con-
gress of Comruunat Orgenizations of
the Peoples cf the Esst,” November 22,
1919, published in Iivestia o! the Central
Corunfttee 0! the Communist Party (B)

of Russia. December 20, 1R19.




theless, a revaxticmxy wa
waged ty oppressed georles, if
it really succeed= 1 arousicg
the millians of wvrocking ard
exploiied people kartors such
potentialities, iace mimacles, that
the emaneipatom <f the peuples
of the Fast is acx quile pract-
eable, from etre standpoint ns!
only of the pivipects of the
mtemational —=v«lutioxw, but alseo
of dicect miitary experience
acquired n Asia, n Siberia, the
experience of th: Soviet Rx
public, which has suffered tke
armed invasion o afl the power-

ful imperialist «oia wies 3
Ard he cutlined a plen of a~
da; “Now, cur Scviet Republke
xust, in its turmn, Oring together
1]l the peoples « ke Ocienrt wko
1re awakering t¢ 1ght side by side
®ith ‘kem aganst infernatiomal
amperialism.”

From th: newv ®11e appearing
eich day concermmg the: word
s:taaticn. arising out cf tke ashss
o! the war of 19i«-19(3 he wl
report to the S:caxd All-Russian
Congress ¢f Comnmmist COrganiza-
tions of the Peoples cf tme Orierxt,
»a November 22, 131> “_ _1de
socialist revolutor will no1 de
solely and prircigally a struggle
»f the revolutiolary-pzoietariat of
*ach country agqairst i3 bourpeci-
s#; no, it will te 2 steugzie of all
the colonies and > 11 the countrizs
sppressed by impemialism, of all
tae dependent coxztries, against
ixternational mperal=m” Months
later, on July 18 1923, at :ie
Second Intematioral Communist
Congress, he wil: sste

World imperalsm shall {all

when the zevo.utiocary on-

slaught of the esploiled and op-
pressed workers 1 each countxy,
overcoming resisiznce Ixom pet-
it-bourgeois elements and 1the
influesce of th: small upper

aust of 12201 qristocrats, merges

sith the revoxticnary onslsught

¢{ hundrec of millions of people
~bo bave hithario steod beyord

e pale of History, and hswe

been regexded merely as ke

object of Risto:ry.

Arnd one jear Ister, in December
19Z1, in a letter to the Council of
Prepaganca aed Action cf ‘he
Peopl2s o1 tye Criert: ‘“The desti-
ry <o Westem civilization mwr
depends, to 2 great extent, on the
incorporationy f the masses of
l!gstt:n workers  into  politizal
life.””

During these years, ideas emd
coecepts are shajed, life continaes
10 b2 1the prinepal teacher. The
Comnission foy [Fational and Cc-
Jorsal. Questions of the Secend
Com munist Intemnational Congress,
following a rich discussion, unznsi-
mcusly decvides that instead cf
1aliiog about the ‘“democratic-
bowuzeois’ movement in the back-
wad counitries, it must speak cf
the “national ravolutionary mowve-
ment” Lenmn explaits in his report
1zt the expression “democratic-
boargeois ngoverent™ eliminates all
differences detween the reformist
movement and the revolutionary
mevement. Bowogeois imperialism
has also promoted the reformist
movement imoxg the backward
peoples. It has produced a certain
iffinity between the bourgeoisie
of 1h> exploitiag countries and
the bourgeeisie <« the colonies

..for which reason, the baur-
gecisie off the cppressed counizies
often — znd sometimes even in
the majonty cf cases — despite
its suppor: t» the national mcve-
ments, struggles at the sarme
time witx the imperialist bour-
geoisie, that is to say, on its
side and agaimst the revolution-
ary movemeats and revolution-
ary c¢lasses.

Ard he adds that the sense of

¢ A

this chsmge is that communists
. musi only support and will
only suppart the bourgeois Liter-
ation movements in the oolonies
when ‘hese movements are truly
revolutionary &rd when (baix
represSntatijves cdo not pretvent
us from educatimg apd organ-
izing the peasants and the greai
exploited masses {n. a. revolation.
ary spirit If thess condit:ons
do not exist, communisis must
struggle againsi the Teformist
bourgeoisie in these countries

Already in the imitial outline of
the theses of naticral smd colonial
problems presented ‘o the Con-
gress, [eain had poirted cutl the
necessity of tirelessly expcsing
“the iricsery to which the mpezi-
alist powers systemncally cesort,
creating, under the Zuise of politi-
cally independeni states, states
ccmpletely subject to them in the
economic, f{inancial and military
semse.” ]1 was a description of
what today we ¢ail neocolonial-
ism, already definrg its class con-
tent and the vicicuspess implicit
in its refcrmism.

The basic task was to suppori
the peasant movement in the back-
ward countries, against the land
holders, against the great agrarian
ownership, against every manifes.
tation or vestige of feudalism and
to strengthen and give the peasant
movemen! a more revolutionary
character. The coxmmumists would
have to know how to translate the
true communist 4octrine created
for the communists of the most
advarced countries, into the idiom
of each people. The internal pco-
paganda of each country must be
issued in. a language comprehen-
sible to the people. %I‘he commun-
ists will have to adapt theocy amnd
practice bto specific¢ conditions tha1
don't exist in Euwzxopean countries,
conditions in which the basic mass
is the peasant, and will have to
struggle against the survival of

medieval cusomrs in order to awak-
en revoliatiorary action and so that
the w=orkirg masses will show
their initiatize and will organize,
irrespective of their ‘evel. “Such
are the prodlems whose solution
vou will not fird in any commun-
:st book, but will find in the
common straggle begun by Russia.
You will hace ty tackle that prob-
Jem and solve it through your own
independeot experience
Lenin, whe always pointed out
the necessity for distinguishing
between the mnstionalism of the
oppressor natien and the national-
ism of the oppressed nation, be-
tween the naficnalism of the big
nation and that of the small na-
tion, tells the communists from the
Zasiern peoples, ‘“‘you will have to
base yourselves on the bourgeois
nationalism which is awakening,
and must awaken, among these
peaples, and which has its historic-
al justifieation.”* Although he also
wams that tke more backward the
country, the more evident is its
small agricultuxal production, the
patriarcal state and its deepest
petit-bourgeois prejudices, the prej-
udices of nalional egoism and of
national limitat:on. These preju-
dices will not disappear until impe-
rialism and capitalism in the ad-
vanced countries disappear and the
eatire ‘base of economic life in
the backwacd countries changes
radically.
It is therefore the duty of the
class-conscious communist prole-
tariat of all countries to regard
with particular caution and at-
tention the survivals of ‘national
sentiments in the cocuntries and
smong the rationalities which
hava been oppressed the longest;
it is equally necessary to make
certain concessions with a view

7* Dhd.
%0 Dikd.




10 mae ragicly overcoming this .

¢issrust and thes: prejud:ces ™

L=in sees witr absalute clarity
tre picture of the w»wld cuiside
te Eranders of 'be Saviet Uaica
Tas s no the time o §ool onzseld
s=th lusions. The orly cowmtry
1st wen the First World War “ully
snd has changed completely from
a3 coaritry with mary debls to a
ccuntry “kat everyoae else owes, is
tte United States. Japan has also
bexcfited fromm rems&ining on ‘the
edge of the confli and extends
its grip over the entire Asiam con-
tiaext, and ia third plece, England.
L:22in will say: '"“The characteristic
fealure ¢f mperislism consists in
the wasle world, a we now see
beiny divided irt>» a large nunaber
cf oppressed ratlions and an insig-
rif cant rumber of oppressor na-
tioas, the latter possesing colesss)
wv2i1lth and powerful armed fex-
ces'™:  This “distirction betwveen
tle spprissed matons and the op-
E¥Es soT nations” is the furdamental
i3> cf the ‘hesis developed by
the Commission on te National
and the Colonial Questioas, of the
Secand Congress af the Communist
Irt:matioral Aad Lenin notes:

Uake the Second International

zerd bourgeocis democracy, we

enphasize this distinction. In
txs age of imperalism, it is
particularly imporxtant fox the
prol=:tariat and -‘he Commumnist

International to establish the

ccarxre'e econornic facts and o

proczed from concrete realities,

rot Erom abstract pcstulates, in
al! colanial and rational prob-

Jems.

It was .ogical that 1he secular
cppression of the colomies and the
weik coumtries by tke imperialist
powers awakened in the working
rasses of the oppressed coumtries
net only rancor bt also a8 mistrust
tcwward the oppressor nations in

gereral, includive the proletariat of
thess nations Tke betrayal of so-
calism by ke mejority of the of-
ficisl leaders of this proletariat in
1914-1313, wken ‘‘delense of coun-
try® was uses as a socielchauvin-
ist chosk to conceel the defense of
the ‘right” < their “own™ bour-
geas:ie t0 cppess cclonies, was
ceriain to erhanee this perfectly
legtimate distrus:?!

Petit:bourgrois democracy, rep-
res:nted by soeial democracy, bhad
corverted iiself into the principal
suyporier ol capitalism because it
exercised “an influence over the
majority, or a considerable section
of the industrial and commercial
woskers and office employees who
are afraid that if revolution breaks
out they will lose the relative petii-
bourgeois prasperity <¢reated by the
privileges of imperialism.’'*

Lenmin drsws ail the conclusions
of this lucid amnalysis And he
Fublicly dencwes:

These civilized philistines [...]

zccustomed 1o regdrd as ‘‘natu-

ral’ a sitwaticn in which hun-
creds of millioas of people (cver

a thousand million, ‘o be exact)

in the cclonies and in semi-

cependent ard poor countries
tolerate the treatment meted out

8 Indians or Chinese, tolerate

incredible exploitation, and out-

right depredation, snd hunger
end violence, aad humiliation, all
in order that “civilized' men
might “ireely,” “democratically,”
eccording ‘o “parliamertary pro-

4 “Preiminary Dreft Theses oa the Naifon.
ai ard the Oonloaxii)l Qacstions,” Second
Congress of tte Conmualst International

12 “3eporf of e Camunission oa the Na-
tonal and the Colcnial Questioza™
Sacond Congiess of the Communist In.
tesational

13 “Preliminary Draflt Theses on the Na-
tional and ¢z Colonlal Questions.

14 “Iheses for a Report on the Taciies of
tie Cammuast Party > Russia’ Third
Congress of t}e Corimunizt lniermatloas),
June 22.July 12, 1921 (inl:ial projectd.
pblished §n 1821

cedure,” decide whether the
bocty shculd be divides vp peace-
fully, or whetker :en miilion cr
so must be doee to death in this
divison of the :mperiglist booty,
yestercay between Gesmnany and
Britain, tomotscw  between  JFa-
pan angd the USA (with France
and Britain pairticipating in one
form or another).*®
In one of his last doccuments
written in Gork:, “Better Fewer,
but Betser,” Lenin says:
In the last analysis, the ouScome
of the struggle will be deter-

mined by the [act that Russia, .

India, China, eic., sccount for the

overwhelming majority of the

population of the globe. Amd

during the past few years it s

this raajority that has been drawn

into the struggle for emancipa-
tion with extrzordinary raptidity,
so 1hat in this respect there can-
not be the slightest doubt wha
the final outcome of the world
struggle will be. In this sense,
the complete victory of socialism
is fully and absolutely assured.¢

Lenin Xnows that this conclusion,
which is reiterated in all his doc-
uments of this period and which
the history of the last half century
bas fully confirmed, will be op-
posed by European social cemoers-
cy, filled with coloaial exploita-
tion, and he hastens to reply with
all frankness to “any infant Speng-
ler” who dares to deduce “that
this estimate of the revolutiomary
forces fails to take into accourt
the Buropean and Americen pro-
letariat "

The only thing the imperialist
bourgeoisie coulc be thanxzed for
was for having taught the men of
the colonies to manage arms, with
the intention of using them in the
war. “This knowledge is extraor-
dinarily useful, and dfor it we
should express our most profound
thanks to the bcurgeoisie,” CLenin
will exclaim. For the rest the

experience o civil war shows that,
ia the fire, “at the same time that
1t engerdecs the force of revolu-
tionary emtlusiastn it creates a
powerful in‘ernal strength’” Im-
perialist intervention, rather than
routing the workers and peasants
of Bussia, anly succeeded in tem-
pering ther.

Fimally, the other experience
that Lenin extracted from these
years of cwvil war, studying the
work of the communists in such
badsward regions of the old Czar-
ist exnpire as Turquestan, was that,
if the socalist governments, by
every meams possible within their
yeach, aid the bacdkward peoples,
they can Fforego the phase of
capitalist development and advance
by determired steps toward com-
raunism.

Fcrty years had passed since
Friedrich Engels’ letter to Xarl
Kautsky. During those years, the
reality of the epoch of imperial-
ism, which the founders of scien-
tific socialism could not study, had
opered new possibilities to the
world revolutionary struggle. Len-
in wnderstood that hundreds of
mililons of men were becoming a
part of history and, with the Octo-
ber Revoluticn, the victories of the
Reé Army over the interventionist
troops, and the construction of
socialism ir a country as vast as
the Soviet Union, he contributed
decisively to putting them in mo-
tion. Two vears before his death,
he will ssy in triumph: “That
maiority has row awakened and
has begun a movement which even
the ‘mightiest’ powers cannot
stem.’™*

3 “Ona the Tenth Anniversary of Pravda,”
Pravda. No. 88. May S. 1922

3¢ “Better Fewer. but Better,” Prasdas,
No. 49, March 4, 1923

7 “Oa the Tenth Anniversary of Pravda.”
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chayacterized as a nationalist Ibo

coup.

The feudalists mobilized the for-
mer mercenaries and the bacdits of
the political parties (private armies
usec in the elections by the trital
parties) and also the reactiomary of-
fic:els of the artny who had opposed
the Revolationary Courned, and
laurched 1 campaign of terror
agairst the Jbas — particularly the
petit bourgeois — who hsd emi-
grated to Northern DNigeria vears
beicxe, ard massacred hundreds‘of
thousands cf them between July and
Sep:ember of 1968.

Act:ing tkzough the trade unioms,
the revclutionary Marxists called
ce the worcars to proiect their Ibo
ccmrades aad put an end to the mas-
sacres orgaaized by the fascists.

The Ibos

The f(bos belong te the Bantuv
ethrnological group in Africa; they
originally lived in Ezst amd West
Nigeria, in the regious known today
as the Central-Esstera and the
Mideastern states.

They wesze a communal people in
the prefendal stage of their social
developmert before the colonializa-
tion of N:geria in the middle of the
18th century.

But even before that, at the end
of the last century the confluence of
the Ibos from the Miceastesn State
had moved eastward under the dom-
ination cf the imperialist slavery of
Berin, and established a feudal [bo
monsrchy, ia the BEast, in Onitsha,
and one or two other places. The
inflaence of the feudal dommination
of Calabar, which also penetrated
the customs of the reighboring Ibos,
must be coasidered as well.

Tven today elements of the slave
tradition persist in the East in the
Osa caste system whose social devel-

opment received [ba infiuence.

Jt sbould be remembeced that, up
until the middle of the 19th century,
slave trade and the commercial ac-
tivities of the precapitalist (but post-
teudal) European merchant seamen
had generated trading centers in the
East, particularly in Calabar and in
Rivers, and among the Jbos of the
South

Thus at-the end of the second im-
perialst war we find a people with
a sirong socia] communsl structure
joired with an embryonic feudal
politital government and a mercan-
tile’economic base,

In g Nigeria shaped by the British,
the Ibos struggled to elevate them-
selves socially by becoming men of
commerce throughout the country,
in Cameroon, in Gabon, Sio Tome,
Femando Po, and ether regions of
West Africa.

[1 should be pointed out that in
the region they irkabit the arid
grourd is not verxy productive as
farmland because of its geographic
location, which s partially in a
jﬁngle and partially in a clay belt.

e social organization of dispersal
in small clans is ilso significant,
resuling in-a concentrated use of
local land and famming for subsist-
ence, which is a factor contributing
to the low land vield.

The Ibos struggled to achieve po-
sition in the professons and in gov-
ermmental service and so they be-
came a great migratory people, with
a sizeable proportion living, work-
ing, and earnirig outside their own
country. In the period of the 1951
govermment an [bo boucgeoisie and
an intellectua)l elite emerged.

This elite, along with the old
ruling classes from other parts of
Nigeria, is the source of the tragedy
of the current civil war. The revolu-
tionayy Marxists proposed a united
government cornmitied 10 an equita-
ble development of all peoples

whose development had been im-
equsl uwp until then for certain his-
toric reasons. But the alliance of the
bourgeoisie and the Ibo intellectu als
preferted lgbokwenu or Iboism in
its own interests,

Between parenthesis we might
add that the feudal Yoruba mer-
chants, however feebly and beholden
to their feudal chief and intellec-
fuals, had begun this very movement
under the mantle of a vague cultural
regeneration promoted by Egbe Omo
Oudwa (descendant of the mythical
foundetr of the Yoruba nation and
an alleged native of the Middle
East).

The Ibo elite formed a Union of
the Ibo State, Ibo schools, san Ibo
bank, and various Ibo enterprises
aided economically by contributions
irom poor Ibo workers and from the
lbo bank, called the African Conti-
nenta] Bank, wbich continues to be
the most important indigenous Ni-
gerian bank, founded by Dr. Azi-
kiwe. president of the first republic.

With the advent -of self-govern-
ment in 1960, this Ibo elite became
a part of the spurious alliance of
the three major tribes that misgov-
erned Nigeria.

It must be remembered that Ibo
militants like other Nigerian mili-
tants fought in the trade unions and
mass organizations against this con-
spiracy.

However, the Ibo commercial com-
munities outside their own territory
were organized into commercial so-
cieties along Masonic lines and, in
1960, they had a disproportionate
control over the distribution and
service industries in the North, in
Cameroon in S80 Tomé, and ta a
certain extent in l.agos. For this
reason it was relatively easy for the
feudal class in the North to stir up
anti-Ibo sentiments in the areas
under its control. To this was added
the lack of national integration

among the Ibos, a factor which con-
tributed to the idemtification of the
commercial Ibo sectors (largely pe-
t:t-bourgecis) with the capitalist
segger.l of the ruling classes.
en oil was discovered in the
Rivers region, in Eastern Nigeria,
and in the Mid-West, Yankee impe-
rialism openly entered Nigerian poli-
tics and, along with the English,
aggravated the intertribal conflict
among 1ke governing classes who
were fighting desperately for control
of the first xepublic at the same time
that they joined in trampling under
foot the working population of
every nationality. There are more
thai: a hundred minority groups
among the working class of Nigeria,
The Ibo governing class wanted
to retain the oil profits for itself.
There was talk of secession. The
feudal class in the North also began
its secessionist movements.

Blafran Secession

There were two coups on the night
of September 29, 1966. One was by
fascist officials who staged it in
favor of the feudal Fulanis with help
of the CIA and the British imperial-
ists, to break the power of the bour-
geois [bes and again place in control
the feuda! Fulani hegemony allied
with the western feudal sector as
minority member, and thus obtain
oil for imperialism. The coup was
accompanied by another massacre of
1bos who lived outside the Eastern
region, especially among the inter-
mediary ranks of the armed forces.
Ti:e same night, patriotic elements
took up arms against the fascists
and destroved the lronsi Adminis-
tration.

Immediately thereafter, the gov-
erning Ibo class fled to the East and
condemned the existence of Nigeria.
They fled East far from the public




ccurts whick vere goig to confis-
cate tke Al>zally acquired riches of
all ke Jom ¢r exploiters.

There wlkal sentimemts in favor
of an Foc siste were revived, a stste
rich with tae noney of oil. They
mace tons ¢1 mcney by ransportiag
workess ad mezchants into the re-
gicor, i1 3dite of the se:uri:y offerad
by ke pa:riotic officials at the head
of the govexnment. They tbxew all
the ron-FEaiteraers cut of the East,
but thhyusands of Ibos fiailed 1o an-
swertkex csll and cemained at their
work 32 maaulfacturing, in govern-
mert he rclice, and farmirg.

The (DO mtelligentsia at the Uri-
vesity of DNsiikka, filled with tae
ideclogy of Nietzsche, Hitler, and
Nussodini, zonceived e idea of a
Bizfran Republic, an [bo state

The revclitiorary Marxists, the
revckitiocay officials, the pro-
gressive arc arti-imperiaist trade
an cuists fox the most part Eastern-
ers wko 2ad gone East to partici-
pste im tke mobilization of tae
regin as a new base camp for
striaggle, were shot or sent 1o ceten-
tion cam D8 by the militery governor
Ojucwa, wiile the Republic o1 Bia-
fra =a; proclaimed by Lae folowers
of secessien and fascism.

The  revolutionary  Maxxists,
througa 8heir mass orgam, the Ni-
gexian Sodalist, and by other mreans,
candemned the arrests ard execu-
tioas, cglied on the Biafrap and Ni-
gexian wocliers to join in the defense
of an inieperndent and sovereign
Nigezia aad to respond to the fas-
cisis, whe misquoted Lenim while
shoctirg doan Leninists and advised
that the Leninist theory of sel-
deferminatine by the people presup-
poses g people racially oppressed by
a more reactionary class, whose new
sel[-de lexmiination will be led by a
mare progressive class, signifying a

better life for all tse desiring this
seH-determina tion.

We argue thal in the East, Biafra
is made up of tte peoples of Rivers,
Calakar, and Ogoji, comprising §
millicn out of a populatian of 13 mil-
lior, and that for years they have
been prepared 10 fight to achieve
indepandence from the great Ibo
trite, from the oppression of the
mexckant class ard of the corrupt
federal central government.

[n the last days of the first re-
publi¢, Jasper Boro led a liberation
army of the peoples of Rivers, which
attscked the Nigerian army, infan-
try, and police.

The Ito working masses who live
by the milliors in the factories,
farms, and offices of other parts of
Nizeria, would live with difficulty
in 2 Bjafra stripped of oil which
the peopie of Rivers will surely ac-
quize along with their freedom.

The I'bo governing class merciless-
ly «xploited the wcrking Ibos, es-
pecially after having eliminated
frcm the political scene the militants
and mass leades. We asked at the
time 1o be told where various com-
rades in the battle rmight be, among
them: Chukumabh Xaduana Nzeog-
wou, hero of the 15th of January;
Philip Alele, Obi Wali, [ghokwe,
Emmanuel Ifesjans, Nduka Eze,
Mckwugo Okoye, Osita Angwuna,
Chtkwumerije, Coronel Banjo, P.
Epu, G. Okoro, and A. IXoro.

But we were given no answer be-
cause these and other brave heroes
were exccuted cr jailed. The Hitler-
ian doctrine persisted Arms were
accumulated to paralyze the move-
ments of the mass organizations in
Nigeria to put an erd to the war.

And ‘hus the Nigerian civil war
began

Self-Deotermination of the People

The CIA arrns Biafra and the
private North American business

interests provide arms to Nigeria.
The British morepolies erm Biafra,
the British Government arms Nige-
ria. West Germany arms Nigeria,
France arms Biafra. Aid from the
Red Cross arms Biafra. Aid from
the World Council of Churches arms
Nigeria. Clearly it is z1l an imperial-
ist conspiracy to weaken Nigeria, to
dismember Nigeria, and to conscli-
date imperialism’s hold on Central
Africa.

The new govermment of Nigeria
decreed the creation of 12 self-zov-
erning states in Nigeria, including
a Central-Eastern Stste for the l1bos
of Biafra as a solution to the prob-
lem of minorities. The government
approved the decree concerning
companies which froze the excesses
of the foreign monopolies. The gov-
ernment freed the political prison-
ers, among them Chied Awolowo,
social democratic leader of the
Western people, and S. G. Ikoku,
revolutionary Marxist of the Cen-
tral-Eastern State. The Fedgral
Govermment invited civilians to join
the government, the majority of
them  nationalists, progressives,
fighters agaipst reaction in the [irst
republic, including Aminu Kano,
Anthony Enmahoro, J. S, Tarka, and
Chief Awolowo.

The Biafran army sucecessfully in-
vaded the Midwestem State, threw
out the ruling governor, and in-
stalled in power an Ibo mazor. From
this there followed atrocities against
the natives, who were told that the
Biafrans had come to liberate them
from the Islamic Fulani oligarchy
of the North.

The Midwestern people followed
by the Federal Army, expelled the
Biafrans. The people of Rivers, led
by lsaac Jasper Boro and followed
by the Federal Army, expelled the
Biafrans from their tertitory. Oil
now no longer belongs to Biafra.
But Biafra cannot live without oil.

. conceded the oil in the territory
of ancther people to the French
raoro2oly SAFRAP and it contract-
ed Freach mercenaries. Shell-BP
has begun to exploit oil, paying
taxes to the.Federal Government.
The United States and Great Britain
now suggest the creation of unity
and sovereignty in Nigeria.

The Calabaris, Ibibios, and Ogo-
jas, allied to the Federal Govern-
rert, expelled the Biafrans and es-
tablished their own South-Eastern
State within the Nigerian Govern-
rment. It was a war of these minor-
ities for the unity of Nigeria. The
revelutionary Marxists nevertheless
continted urging the people in
these zones to arm themselves to
save their land and guarantee the
sovereignly of Nigeria from impe-
ralist irtervention.

‘The Midwestern Tbos are in Nige-
ria and participate in the govern-
ment along with other Westerners
in the administration of the Mid-
western State of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria.

The minority people in the East,
the Midwest, the North are free.
For whatever military reason, the
Biafran Republic cannot conquer
the Ceantrel-Eastern [bo State. The
ﬁ\obia and fear felt by this Repub-
ic will diminish and finally disap-
pear with the progressive and anti-
imperialist measures that will be
adopted in the other eleven states.
No doubt this is true. The non-Ibo
states to the East will not give up
the independence they have won
with the blood and suffering of the
sons of the peasants and through
which they reached autonomy and
democracy, to a bourgeois adminis-
tration that says it has socialist
plans.

In Nigeria, the Federal Govern-
ment with its progressive inclina-




tions = bisdced by the existance of
& reectidrary strocture ia the army,
the pdice ird the courts, the elreh,
the mreques, civil service, the uni-
versites «crmmerce ard land. The
Fan»3 o! tre gcovernment! coatinues
%0 strexglen with the takirg over
cf cxl p>wer by the progressives
cf tte Noatd carned out under the
cirectcn 51 mass leaders such as
Taske Yacesai and Yezima Balla.
This Xas forced the emi: to sit and
vaii. while plotting and comspiring
for & retu:r to the status quo. The
ensifeadal and antitax aprising of
the Weslern masses, the demonsira-
tios ad agitations orgzanized by
the aevolaionary Marxists end the
crgaaxzaticrs of the popular front
8ga Est irnperiaiism, are abll part of
the lLatent social revolt thst is
mcuniiag ay offensive against the
rezclidrary siate structure.

Fa this reason this government
coniines to be threatened by an
im peralist-fascist conspiracy whose
suceess wil cost us the heads of
ruabers »f revolutionary leaders
wvio Rave emerged from thix hard
struggle, in Nigeria as well as in
Bia‘ra Th:> destruction of this gov-
emmxery, £ it comes to p&ess, must
rot leave a vacuum for the reac-
tonary Ba!rans and Nigerizrs to
endx»z¢r :Le bicth of a2 free and
prozressive Nigeria

antldnperialist Struggie

T we iTe in the midst of an
ant-myerialist struggle tocay, a-
gainst 2 imperialism imposed on
Biaiza and an imperialisrn that
exists within the Nigerian governing
classas.

And beccuse the govermment is
broadly’ progressive and revolution-
ary, Mairxsis have a duty to mobi-
lize tle pecple to fight the Eascist-

O

ampenalist attack that threatens
Niger:a and will tcpple a goverr-
ment not fully prepared for such
an aszault.

The Eascist conspirateors aze the
old geverning clsss of the first re-
pubdlic, whaose faderal zuthority is
weak, whose wealitb has been con-
fiscated by the public tribunalk. The
imperalist conspirators are the ojl
monopolies, the CIA, who view a
democratic and independent Nigeria
as the chief danger to their “sta-
bility” in Africa

The Nigerian people have cultural
ard racial ties witn all the neigh-
bcring republics witn the exception
of South Africa anc¢ Rhcdesia

The Nigerian ecoaomy and that
of the French-Africen ana English-
Alrican territories axe closely allied.

The large part of the population
and the potential wealth of Nigeria,
as well as the military iraining of
progressive forces, is a tireat to im-
perialsm in Afcica.

That is why taday ard every day
the fascist corspiracy is always
ready to repeat the Ind onesian mas-
sacre, seeking to overthrow this
gcvermment and substitute 2 less
progressive one. If that succeeds, a
tight alliance aith the fascist Bia-
frans would be established. Biafra
would be expanded by force to en-
compass the East. Feucalism would
be extended throughout the North
ard the dominat:on of tbe merchants
would be extemded thrcughout the
West. And we would be back at the
beginring again

The centers cf wrorld revolution
today are many, and there are ac-
tually three, faur, live Viet-Nams
in creation. The Nigerian scene is
currently one o the po:nts of con-
frontation between the Third World
and imperialism, and therefore com-
mands the attertion of world revo-
lutionaries.

meridian
hberation

-
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Uruguay: the Tupamaros

Preaface

Urucuay, a country of just over
137 000 km?* with a level and barely
undulating surface, has becorae the
scene ¢f armed struggle since 1364
With a population of scarcely two
and a half million inhabitants —
concentrated chiefly in the cities,
especially in i% capital (Montevi-
deg) — kpown as the “Switzeriand
of Amcrica™ in other-days becsuse
of its model regime of “represen-
tative democracy,” it appears today
for what it really is: cne more Lat-
in-Amenican country which does
not escape the contradictions of an
underdeveloped couniry neocolo-
nialized by the United States.
Although it is true that the re-

in Action

gime stl] preserves i{s institutional
forms ‘‘on paper,” the cancer that
is rapidly corroding its economy,
in this year of 1970 has undermined
3}l the republican garb which the
goad Uruguayan bourgeoisie prided
itself on a decade ago. The sur-
Jyendexr to the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), and the North
American monopolies disguised in
false financial associations with
native names — already almost com-
pletely Yankece-ized — the freezing
of salaries which puts it among
the Latin-American countries with
the lowest purchasing power, and
the bankruptcy of bourgeois democ-
racy’s legal apparatus, place Uru-




E¥ay armong tae Americam Tepublics

evemec by civiliay ‘‘garillas”
a2y ce very well withoaot the
wvegtt +f military rank sirce the
state apparatus, with its repressive
amm. odtars the same results as its
military reighbors without the
fxmal nconveniences of a dicta
tasoip.

It i; .precisely within this {rame
work (M1 one of the moet sin-
gular foroas of armed struggle is
developrg: urhan guer:rilla warfare,
wixich hss already manifested itsel!
with wel amed blows in neighbox-
img Braz), and is appearing in Ar.
gentina ‘o the South.

The st:vggle initiated by the Tu.
gemaros Movementi for ¥ itional
Liberavien (MLN) six years age
hes shaken the power structure im
Ueruguay to its {oundations. Almost
dzily the teletypes cf the news
agericies yeport at Jeast one action
by tbe wuroan guerzilla heirs of
tbe native predecessor in the strug-
gl2 Jor national liberation: the Inca
chief Tlpac-Amaru (José Cabriel
Cozdonczoxqui), executed by Span-
isT cotontstisnr in 1781.

Tipac-Amaru’s struggle is a re-
m:wnder of how the Tupamaros
st>uggleerters into the [atin-Amer-
‘can reveclutionary fremework. This
explains why the NMNIN's best-
krcwe wrickname is Tupamaros.

The fact that the concept of the
MLIN guerrilla. foco is applied to
the cities ~ principally Montevideo,
where almost half the country’'s
populaticn is concentrated — poses
one of the initiatives projected in
the General Resolution of the First
I.atin-American Conference of Sol-
idarity (QLAS) proclaiming that
“the duty of every revolutionary
is 10 make the revolution.”

Despite the enormous deployment
of forces and resources, the Uru-

uayan authocities keow very lit-
tie about the internal crganization
of <hke Tupamxaros. The oojective
conditions undsr whith their spe-
clic actions awme ewxlved hiader
penewuration o the fixe scheme of
cells compoied cf Jour or fise
Bghiers who know tach other witl-
im the cell smcly by their war
rames, and aze sepsrited, in tum,
from the ot»sx cells. This is the
secret of the ovenent’s infal-
Libility. To preserve security zesl-
ously, one cf the first pastulates
of Comandante Che Gsevara's max-
usl, Guerrilla Waeface, is the pria-
cipal rule ani the cnly way for the
Lxban guerrillk ‘o stay alive
This is the explanation for tke
atob of the repressive corps
of the regime of Facheco Areco. Of
the few ‘confidences’ that reach
the police, vexy few {inally come
off succesfully for the blood-
hourds. Befoze tke repressive agents
srrive, the cevolutienaries have
fourd a saf? refige and the ix-
westigators cen find little in the
bcuse-breakin zs that row constitute
the scene of the day in Urugrayan
cities.

In the few statemerts and docu-
men:s of the orgazization that are
krown, party affiiiatian is denied.
A party, the Twpamaras argue,
would exclude oth:r sectors — pos;-
sibly in the majority — from the

bility of joining the struggle.

n the other hard, the organiza-
tion of a party derrancs the expeni-
iture of eiforis amd resources
that necessarily would be tumed
into alinost exchusively political
work, a utopian amebition in a
courtry ruled by a repressive ap-
parstus almost forgotten in ils
histery, maintaiced through tte
Emergency Security Deasures «a
virtual state cf siege) which has
ruled almost without interrupticn
for the past 20 moaths

The Tupamaros prefer the revo-
lution “with a party or without 2
party” before seeing their prganiza-
tion destroyed and their militants
arrested by a repressive political
apparaius of the cligarchy in amn
unequal battle, i{ the object really
is to seize power.

On the other hand the BIN
undersiands that in making the rev-
olution, the subjective conditions
necessary to unleash the mass strug-
gle can de created. The urban guer-
rilla foco is, in this case, the “small
motor” that will spark the strug-
gle, but as armed vangusd, it has
no course other then to initiate it
immedistely, kncwing that the
blows it hurls against th= regime
Irom its clandestine acticms will
accelerate the acquisition of com-
sciousness by national foroes

Against the statements of the
police hierarchy about a passible
breek ir the intecmal rank of the
MIN, speak such actions as btank
assaults to finance the struggle,
kidnapping of figures in the re-
gme, aad armed encauniters with
tte pclice that reached a heroic
cu'mination in the assault of the
city ¢f Pando on October 3. 1963. in
honor of Comandarte Erresto Che
Guevara.

The continuous and audacious
actions of the Tupamaros are evi-
dence that the process initiated by
the MLN in the country has mo
Teverse. Armed struggle in Uru-
guay hss mow begun and it can be
stated that the organization has
passed 11s preparatory stage — the
most difficult at the beginning of
any guerrilla foce — ard has be-
come definitively established in
every corner of Uruguayan cities.

Alejandro Otero, formex Chief
oi Intelligence and Liaison (po-
litical police), relieved of his re-
sponsibility by the Government
because of his failure to destroy

stated that ac-
infocmation and

ithe Tupamaroes,
cording to the

proofs in his possesion, the actions

of the MLN had zeached the
level of constant and wearing
blows, all of them demoralizing,
against the police, who now had
to call on the aid of the North
American experts in the antiguer-
rilla siruggle.

In this case the propaganda
apparatus of the Tupamaros and
their principal aid is located in
the Certral Police Headquarters,
charged with divuiging — in the
middle of a sirict press censor-
ship — tke demolishing blows that
the MLN directs against the regime.
The Actiomns

However, to carry out a strug-
gle in a country which remem-
bers 1hat belle époque of stability
and ‘‘exceptionality’” is not a task
that the Tupamaros, once they
initiated their actions, could easily
realize. The road has been hard
and rot without difficulties.

The birth of the Tupamaros as
an organimtion took place between
1863 and 1964, but this is the most
obscure and little known period.
[t appears that they began as an
armed branch of the Socialist
Party, and then broke off from it
They also claimed militants from
other Jeft orgarnizations who were
searching for a radicalization of
the revolutionary struggle.

In 1864 the Tupamaros expro-
priated explosives and arms and
cacried out sporadic actions (the
so-called “hunger commandos”) in
which they appropriated trucks:
with food supplies and passed
them cut among the populations of
the cantegriles.

The legend of the Tupamaros
begins in 1965. The police circles
begin to blame them for various










politdcsl assassinations and scts of
sabctace agamst reactisrary radio
s:atcns and Noeth Amercan firms,
and for vairioxs expiooriations of
arms, explxsives, and xoney.

[n Decembex 1966, several weeks
after tae eldections, wiile some
Tuzarnaros vere carryrg out the
transfer of teriain wma:erials from
ore phkee 0 anotaer, there was an
accidental ccnfrontation with po-
lice forces and as & cnseqaence
of tte shomiing, Mario Roba:re, a
Tuparmaros militant, was killed
Hzs ooraracde; succeeded ia escaping.
AZter this episode the police car-
ried ¢t : sxies of :eids ard a
new coonirontstion ook place
which cost the life cf accther
Tupanaro, Carlos Flores As a re-
salt of these incidents, the Tupa-
marcs becime better Xrown as a
revolutionery organizeton  Since
taen. the Tupamaros have davoted
txeraselves 0 overcomirg the ef-
f2cts of violert police persecusiion.

Eracty one vear later, ancther
accidertal c.rcumstance once more
caused a confrcntation between
the Tupainaros and the palice,
this time in a health rescrt near
MNortevideo Furing am investiga-
tion of a «ommon robbery. In the
exchange of stots, a avil gaard
was wounded and the Tupamaros,
at the zisk of their owm security,
gave him medieal sid

A lew davs later the director .of
the DILN seat the daily newspaper
Epoca a ‘etlex in whith he ex-
plained the circumstances of the
ercounder, specifying the objectives
of ta2 orgenization and its decision
rct o act ageinst civiiian police
agents if they do rot participate
in the repression. Almost at the
same tme the death of Gestido
occurs and Jocge Pacheco Areco
saccceds ‘o the Presidency and

Inposes reaction icy wiolence. While
this wis iaking place, the Tupama-
ros iicreased ‘heir activities in
proporiion.

In Nay 1968, the MLN carried
out assaults op f®o banks and
obiained moge thzw i million Uru-
guayar pesos ($5 000).

in June of 1958, Pacheco Areco
imposes the Emergency Security
Measures; this is the pa:nt at which
the ‘Jupamarcs incresse revolu-
ticnary violerce, beginning by
blowirg up Radio Station Ariel,
roperty of Jorzge Batle Ibanez,
ezder of the most reactionary
wing of the Colorado Party which
supports the Pacheco government.

I[n the following list, we present
a surrary of the most important
events in which the Tupamaros
Natioral Libteration Movement has
participated sirce the impasition
of the Emergerxy Security Meas-
ures. The numercus actions that
the Tupamaros have carried out
siace then coniirm :n practice the
strength which thke revolutionary
mxcnent has wcquired and — as
a logical conseyrence — the crack
in batiered Uruguayan cemocracy.

July (1968)

she ist: Minutes before President
Pachem Areco was to deliver a
spe2ch on radio and television, at
exactls 9:30 prx:., four unknown
persons strongly armed and wear-
ing the uniforms of the Republican
Guard cut off the transmission of
Racio Ariel owned by Dr. Jorge
Batlle lbanez. The action was com-
pleiegd in four or Jive minutes.
Sirst, they foreed the functionary
on guard to lesve, ordering hun to
go 80 the Batile Ibinez family's
house on whose esiate the radio
station is built, and warning him
no. tc say anyihing Once they
were tid of the fumctionary they

placed three high-»owerad bombs
at the base of the antenma and
located explosive elemenis irside
the transmitter to destray the
instrument. When they departed,
they left some pamndhlets ard book
with them part of the material
used to make a short circuit. Of
the three bombs stretegicslly lo-
cated in the base of the anmtenna,
only one explaced which caused
Jarge-scale destruction of the an-
tenna but prevented it from falling
by cutting the circuit on the other
itwo bombs. The fcurth bomb,
located in the transmitter, was the
first that exploded No ome was
hurt.

August

the 7th: The Tupamaros Xid-
napped state-appoiated Presicent
of UTE (Usinas y Teléfonos de)
Estado), Ulysses Pereira Reverbel,
at the moment his secre:ary and
chauffeur came to his house to.
pick him up, with the resuft that
the latier two ‘amere wounded by
bullets.

A person with a sinister repu-
tation. Pereira Reverbel returned to
political life with tte Gestido gov-
erment which placed him in the
position of Presidert of the inter-
vened UTE, where ke proved to be
an iron partisan o! the so<called
“hard line.” He is one of Pacheco
Areco's ccnfidence men. The year
after his kidnapping, in 1969, he
wa§ consicered by the newspaper
De Frente to be t22 most hated
poiitician of the year.

the 11th: Ulysses Pereira Rever-
bel was left by the Tupamaros
inside a jeep, unde: the influence
of two injections of pentotha).
September

the 10th: Assault on a branch of
the Banco de lLondres y América
del Sur from wkich §5 000000
(US $20 090) was expropriated.

the 11th: Assault on a UBUR

bank branch (U/nién de Bancos del
Uroguay), =ith an expropriation
of §1800000 (US $7200).

the 12th: Three simultaneous
operations in whicb flyers were
lef: with the insignia CAP (Com-
mandos for the People’s Self-De-
Jense). Bombs were set off in the
Tres Cruces branch of the Banco
Mercantil; in the Tres Cruces
branch of the Banco La Caja Obre-
ta; and in the Banco Popular del
Uruguay.

the I6th: Four tar bombs were
thrown at the readquarters of the
Uruguay-United Ststes Cultural
Alliance.

the 21st: It was reported that
tar bombs were thrown at the
home of Florentino Moreira, Sub-
Director of the Artigas Police
Department.

the 21st: $600000 (US $2400) was
expropriated frcm a branch of the
Barnco de Cré.dito.

the 25th:” Several unknown per-
sors in an automobile huried
an explosive bomb into a com-
mercial sstablishment on 8 de Oc-
tubre Avenue. On the same day, a
Molotov cocktail was thrown at a
private residerce.

the 25th: An incendiary bomb
was thrown at the home of an army
general. The same day an incendi-
ary bomb was hurled at the home
of a high police functionary.
Ociober

the 1st: Assault on a branch of
the Banco de Crédito. $190 700
(US $763) wss taken,

the 2nd: $0000 (US $200) ex-
propriated ir an assauit on the
Parque Rodé branch of the Banco
de Creditc.

the 2nd: Several unknown per-
sons threw paint and tar at the
home of the Chief of Police of the
Florida district, surveyor Julian

9




Penifo Fortana'o.

the 3rd: [n an assault on the
ArroroSecc tranch of the Barco Co
maccal 53326600 (US $L2 383) was
taker_

the 4tk: $S252000 (US $1049) ex--

propriated fxom the Malvin braoch
of th2 Banco de Crédito.

tae Tth: Seversl arrzed men took
$LLEGC 0 {US $9720) from &
brare<h cf the Banco Ge lcndres §
Axerics del Sur.

tne I13th: A fire eccurrad on a
fim¢a in Ne. 7690 Ceming Pajas
Blsreas where &n arsena) of arms
and camoullaged automobiles was
dis¢orered.

the 18th: A coordinated triple
Sabotage was carried out against
the dlinister of [ndustzy and Com-
mzacce, Jorge Peirano Facio. An
explosive bondb was thxzown against
hi; privste house; apother agaiust
thz Stock Exchange, where the
Minister usually wai found;, and
another aga ast the building of the
Banc¢o Mercentil owned by Peirano
Fecio in the city of Salto.

the 18th: §5 890 000 (US S23 560)
expropriated from a branch of the
Sociedad de Bancos.

the 23rd: On the Sanfuentes
10ad twe uxrknown persons fired
shots from a motorcycle at the
policeman, Almundo Correa Sosa.
The policexan wouaded one of
tham

the 24:h: 53427 <00 (US §13 708)
was wken frcmn the 1.a Paz kranch
of the Banco Commeszcial.
Nevewbexr

the Ist: 53329000 (US $13316)
was taken @ an assault oan the
Goes branct of the UBUR.

the Lith: Numerous individuals
sexzed $3647 000 (US $14 588) which
was recovered after the arrest of
three of the assailants.

Derember

the 1st: In a» assault on the cs-
sino of the Hotel Carrasco S6250 000
(US 525 000) was expropriated.

the 9th: $47¢ 000 (US §1880) was
takez from the Banco Mercantil

the 10th: E:xght Tupamarvs were
capiered on a finc: nerth of Pan-
co, end later tyed. Imporiant sup-
ples of medicine and armaments
vrere found at e site.

the 11th: A brarch of the Banco
Popuiar del Uraguay was assaulted.
The assailants ook $3416924 (VS
£13 6¢8).

the 13th: In the early morning
hours, in a period aof 35 minutes,
seven bombings tock place against
the following twildings: Banco de
Czédito; branck of the Banco Pop-
ular del {Jruguay; home of the
Minister of Cafile and Agriculture,
Ds. Carlos Frick Davies; branch of
the Banco Territorial y Espaiiol;
home of the Piesident of the Board
of Directors of the Banco de Cré-
dito; home of the Vice-president of
the Banco Central; [talian Cham-
ber of Commerce of Uruguay; and
the Italian Corameiciel Center.

the 28th: Ammed shots were fired
agairst two private homes with a
cespanse from the guards in both

cases

the 30th: Iz a double assault,
S1200000 (UsS $%38000) was ex-
gropriated.

January
the "Ist: The Tupsmares re-

covered from the Police Courtl the
arms that had been confiscated
from them in the proceedings over
the past two years. They left in
the court, caxds =ith the MLN
insigaia (a star with a “T" in the
center). They also left mimeo-
grapked sheets in which they de-
nounced the repressive policy of the
Government.

The arms rxecupera‘ed by the
Tupamaros (December 2 Com-
mando) came to 3§ revolvers and

pistols, and five sabmachine guns
and carbines.

the 7th: Six of the 12 cases of
dynamite the Tupamaros had got-
ten from a coastruaction Srm were
found. The discovery took place in
Tacuarembo.

the 9th: In a bae located in the
residential 2one o Carrasto, the
police found 20 Zong amms 235 kios
of dyramite and leftist litecature.
It was announced that they did rnot
succeed in arresting those who
lived in the house.

the 11th: The police found long
arms that had teen buried on the
banks of the Miguelete brook in a
suburban section of Montevideo
and which were presumatly left
there for the Tupamaros.

the 12th: In a housebreak casried
out in the center of Monievideo,
the police found a 9mm sub-
machine gun, three short arms,and
various kinds of amamunition.-

the 13th: [n the office of the
Rural Association, an explosive
weapon, which did not go cff, was
found.
February

the 4th: Members of the Marine
Prefecture of Montevideo found
10 boxes containing 17 kilos of
dynamite in Melilla brook

the 7th: In front of the house of
Captain Ratl Manzino, the Tupa-
maros left various boxes contain-
ing explosives in poor condition,
which the official, of the army
service of material and armaments,
could not use.

the 17th: The Chief of Police af
Montevideo confirmed officially
that the Tupamaros carried out an
action in the Mocn'y financial firm.
‘The MLN men left {lvers in which
they denounced the members of the
flinancial firm among whom is the
Minister of Cattle and Agriculture,
Carlos Frick Davies

the 18th: In an anrtion against

the San Rsafael Casino in Punta
del Este, the Tupernaros took
$55 000 002 (US $220 000).
March

the 4th: Tre Tupamaros an-
ncunced that, since a part of the
money expropriated at the San Ra-
fael Casino telengs to the workers
of that gamblicg house, they were
prepared to hand it over.

the 8th: The police announced
that 19 pcisoners accused of be-
longing to the Tupamaros were
transierred, for reasons of security,
from Miguelete prison to Punta
Carretas.

the 13th: $15000 000 (US $60 000)
was seized from a bank in Fray
Bentos.

the 17th: The police announced
the arrest of César Seoane, actor,
director, and author of numerous
theatrical works, who, with nine
others, was accused of belonging to
a direct action group.
Apnil

tbe 12th: The police arrested Ju-
lio Cesar Rocatagliata and later
Betty Larrcsa, his wife, and Julio
César Listre, accused of belonging
to the Tupamaroes. According to the
police charge, they were found with
submachine guns, explosive gre-
nades, and printed material.

the 30th: Three assaults were
made by the Tupamaros during
the early merning hours; the most
‘mportant took place in the building
of the Comisian de Precios e In-
gresos (COPRIN, Cocmmission of
Prices ard Income) where five
oersons_ threatened at gunpoint the
two policemen guarding the place
and Jater exploded incendiary
bombs. The {ire was put out by
firemen after the explosives had
caused major damage.

Some three hours before, the
Tupamaros kad placed two bombs




ir: the residence of the Naval Mis
simn of the United Sistes Embassy
aad one in the building of the News
pirper Association, which they ac-
cuse of selling out to Hoxth Ameri-
cans. Neone of these bombs went
oif znd they were de‘uzed by the
milikery engineers.

In the tkyee places, flyers were
lef that said, “Homage to tte first
oi May. Tupamaros.”

Msy

the |Rh: The newspaper La Ma.
fizaa headlined that the Tupama-
rcs, on April 28, stole i-om the
naval dock of the La Palcma beach,
8C kios of 50 cilibze machire gun
pacjectiles. They wicte in chalk
cn the groand the symbcl of the
OIE8N i231i0r.

the 15th: The Tupjamares oc
cupied Rad.o Sarandi while it was
tcangmitling the game between
the Students of La Plata ard Na-
cianal for possessicn o2 the .Ameri-
car. Liberators Cup They suc-
ceeded in transmittitg a yecorded
msssage waich was repeated for
30 minutes.

the 22nd: A Tupamarss comnando
grcup carried out am action in an
armory located in Uruguay Ar-
cades, less than 50 meters from
the Centrel Police Deparment.
The assailants succeeded in :aking
I8 pistols and revolvers of German
and other foreign marufacture, 10
shctguns of 22 calibre, and 16 re-
pester rifles, as well as 200 xounds
of ammuanition for -<hese arms;
two vatuable knives and six alarm
clacks which, according to the
pclice; cculd be used to make time
bornbs

tae24th: For a period of five min-
utes the Tupamaros inter:upted
the commercial radio station Rio de
la Plata which provides background
music for various ccmmerrial es-

©

tsblishruents m MNontevideo. The
interference aas fxom the outside,
by vave length, withoot the phys-
ical presence of the Tupamaras,
<ho used a more pourrjul trams-
mitter than that of the radio sta-
tion.

the 27th: Fcur persons believed
to be Tupama-os one of them in
police uniform, emtered a UBUR
bink and after ing the safe,
tcok $1390000) $3$ 600).
June

the 5th: Thrxee expropriations of
mon¢y tock place amounting to a
total of $1374000) (US S5 800).
Cne involved en armored truck and
the other two wer® against banks

the 14th: Twrenty-six Tupamaros
held in Punta Carreta prison seat
a letter to the prison judge pro-
testiag the forced ertry by the
police intc that prison.

the 16th: Announcement -was
made of the discovery of mys-
terious undergrouand living quar-
fers under a bed of send and hid-
den by branctes, measuring seven
meters long by thiee wide. It was
ssid that it could have been a
Tupamaros hiceout The President
of UTE, Ulysses Pereira Reverbel,
thought he recognized the spot as
the rlace wher ¢ he had been hidden
for five days.

the 20th: A Tupamarvs commando
set fire 10 the General Mobors
plani in reply to INelson Rockefel-
ler's visit, caasing damages worth
§250 )00 000 (US $1000000). They
Ieft leaflets at the site signed by
the MLN,

the 20th: A group of four indi-
viduals burst into the Mejoral cos-
meties and medical products factory
and threw ircendiary bombs a-
gainst one wing of the building,
whica they also hit with 20 pistol
shots

the 21st: The Tupsmaros entered
a radio station in downtown Mon-

tevideo and for I¢ minu-es broad-
cast a recorded message m which
they accused Nelscr: Rockefeller of
being the emaissary of impedalism
and Jorge Pacheca Areco of acting
in behalf of and on orders (rom
the IMF. The poliee had to cut off
the electric currert in ome section
of the city 1o silence the troadcast.

the 2&th: The Tupamarcs broke
into the home- of Senator ‘and ex-
Minister of Works and Social Se-
curity, Manvel Flores Mora, mem-
ber of the majori:y secticn 2f the
Colorado Party. They seized wvari-
ous documents, ‘he contents of
which were not revealed. and left
without being intercepted by the
police.

the 25th: The side arms of a
policeman on guard in a North
American laboratery enterpcise
were seized. The seme occurred
to another policeman who was
wounded.

the 25th: Acte of sabotage were
carried out agains: the private res-
idences o the ministers of Foreign
Relations. Venancio Flores, and of
Work and Social Welfare, Jorge
Sapeli, and Prosecutor Francisco
Bayardo Bengoa. [n one of these
attacks a policeman was wounded
in the head.

the 26th: The Minister of De-
fense made known that various
aots of sabotage carried out in
power distribution subdstations, en-
dangered the mainienance of elec-
teic  service in some zones of
the capital. Bxtra-officially it was
known that at leas: 50 employees
of UTE were arcrested among
them trade union leaders and
activists.
July

the 7th: In the same number of
actions, five police were relieved
of their arms. The policeman named
German Garay Dsma was killed in
one of the encounters.

the 15th: An “explosives factory”
was discovered.

the 16th: A bomb Jestroyed the
electronic camputer and the re-
cords of the Banco Comercial. The
machine was an [BM/380 — one of
the few in tke country — that cen-
tralizes the accounting for all the
bank agencies. It was valued at
US 8500 000.

the 19th: Four youths, members
of a group that tried to place an
explosive in the presidential res-
:dence on Suvarez Avenue, were
arcested and tried

the 27th: The police found a
“Tuparmmaroslaboratory” and arrested
six of its participants This group
was also accused of the action
that took place in Radio Sarandi
and of the “violation" of the home
of the politician Manuel Flores
Mores.

the 31st: Armed groups — in-
cleding with machine guns — car-
ried out actions against four pri-
vaie homes located in different
parts of Montevideo and seized a
large quantity of arms

the 31lst: A police agent was
killed by bullets while on guard in
front of the City Bank One of the
participants in the action was
wcunded by the police in turn.
August

the 13th: The attempt to use a
neighboring terrace roof to rescue
six Tupamaros held in the Monte-
video Police Headquarters, was
discovered.
September

tre 6th: Arinouncement was made
that the following had been ar-
rested and accused of belonging to
a direct action group: Juan José
Dominguez Diaz, hairdresser and
musixcian (drummer in a combo
from Salto), and the taxi driver
Carlos A. Varela. According to the




pclic>, both are members ol the ac-
tive cadres of a clandestine move-
m=nt with an sction radius alang
the coast

the 6th In raids carvied out by
the police 204 perscns were ar-
restec.

the 3th. 1z Riviera, a city cn the
Braziian border, arms stoled in
that courtry — presurnadly to be
sald to thke Tupamaros — were
found The police detzired three
persons and said that possibly six
others were impiiceted.

tke Cth: Kidnapp:ing ef the banker
Gzctano Peilegrini Giampietzo.

the 11t The police said they
kad idertifed [our of Pellegrini
Giampietzo's kidnappers amd pub-
lisaed their photographs.

the 15ta: The polce anmoanced
the deiention of 15 persons accused
of belonging to a direet action
TOuD.

the 20tk: TUsing as “bait” a hause
in the Pocitos section of Montevi-
deos, the Tupamarcs called the
police, who after investigations
decided to invade the bhouse; when
they did so a forceful explosion
took place and various pamphlets
appesred which stated that in the
fuiure the action would be more
drastc,

<he 23d: Three men and a
wcmse entered the home of
a judge dn Scoserfa S:reet almost
at tre ocormer of Benito Blanco,
taking from the house a 3% calibre
Smith & Wesson revolver, a § mm
Germzn pisiol, a 22 calibre rifle, a
large quantity of ammunizion, feur
daggers, two recording machines, a
pair of binoculars, a sum of money
in excess of $200000 (US $300),
and other etffects.

the 25th: Two persors were ar-
rested and a place was discovered
where they were practicing as

lache operadaxs in the construc-
tion of explesive weapons. In the
plant they made bombshells and
grenades, whith the experts quali-
{led as nonprecision weapons with-
out synchromzation. Also seized
was a small camnon which was
thought to have been used like a
2aacoka, to hurl projectiles which
could penetrale armor of 30 mm
density.

the 26th: Two actions were
carred out: Jne against a police
marksmanshi> iosfructor who was
shot dead when he resisted. The
othe:r action was against Luis Bruz-
2one, arms colectcr and champion
marksman, wkose fire armns were
taken.
QOctober

the 2nd: In one operation against
the Intendant of the City of Salto,
$10 00 000 (US $1C(00) was scized.

the 3rd: In an action against the
Bano de la Unién, 56000 000 (US
$24 0)0) was eypropriated.

the 6th: Maouel Antonio Ramos
Filipeni, official of the Ministry of
Foreign Relatwns, was placed on
trial, accused of acquiring bullets
and firearms and of falsifying doc-
uments for direct action groups.

the 8th: In homage to Che Gue-
vara, the Pando action took piace.
The Tupamaros attacked the police
station, the faxe departmaent, cut
communications, and szized all the
money from Jfour banks, with
an estimated total of between
$600)0000 and $100 000000 (be-
tweea (US $240000 and US $400 020).

The prime result of the action
was [our dead, five wounded, and
16 arrested. At least 15 Tupamaros
were said to have succeded in
cutmaneuvering the police circle

The dead were: Alfredo Emilio
Cultelli, Jorge Luis Salerno, and
Ricardo Zabalzs Waskman for the
Tupamaros Ac<cidentally killed in
the action was Carlos Buxguerio,

who happened o ass Ly.

the 13th: Hecter Clavijo Kirce
was arrested and tried, after a
house at Malvin beach ¢onfaining
an important arsenal was broken
into.

the 171h: [n three bank awaults
more than $70004C0 (US 328 000)
was obtained.

the 20th; Rad:o Pa‘rol Serzcant
Enricue Fernandez D:az died as a
result of wounds received in the
exchange of fire it Toledo Chico
between the palite and the pro-
tagonists of the Prado evernss.

the 21st. It was announced that,
the 15th, an action took place
against a clandestine monzy ex-
change house, in which, in addition
to stealing impoitan: documeants,
$6 000 000 (US $24000) was taken.

the 21st: Ever Mejias'Collazo, his
wife América Garcia Rodcigues,
and Jaime Nachado Ledesma were
arcested. Arrested later were José
Félix Diaz Berdayer and Eiena
Céndida Quintero Almeida.

The doccuments found in pos-
session of those armrested revesled
that the cell commanded by Mejias
Collazo was planning 1o assault
OSE, the banks of Caja Obrera and
Nacidn Argentina, and Caja Nacio-
nal de Ahorro y Descuentcs. Ac-
cording to calculation, anyone of
the holdups would produce the
sum of %60 000000, or US $240 000.
It was also known that Mejias: Co-
llazo was the one who planned the
“robbery” of the flag of the-Thirty-
Three Orientales, which tock place
in July (969 in the National His-
torical Museum huilding.

the 27th: A couaple was tried for
making bombs: Luis Orlando Les-
rrosa Montes de Cca and his wife
Maria del Rosario Alonso Rimbaud.
November

the 1st: Two mens on motorcycle
fired bullets agsinst a patrol car.
One of the motorcyclists, Arturo

Ca~dama Mactinez. who worked in
the Central Batlle of UTE, was
killed in the crossfire; the other,
Ferm:n Charitel Bottini, an official
in the Naticnal Council of Second-
ary Education, was arrested.

the 3rd: Twenty short arms and
other materiel was seized in a
commando type operation carried
out in the office of a custom's
official in Ciudad Vieja.

1he 3rd: An important explosives
factory Jlocated at No. 1864 Juan
Budfcot was accidentally discov-
ered. The factory was discovered by
the ownmner of the building who,
while walking by the house in the
early moming hours, noticed that
the door was open and the lights.
were on in various Tooms.

the 3rd: A teargas bomb with its
fuze dismantled was found in the
building next to Police Headquar-
ters, where the movie house 18 de
Julio operates.

the 5th: The police broke into
numerous homes in the Unidn, Car-
rasco, and Shangrila sections.

the 1ith: Ten men, some with
machine guns, took three auto-
mobiles from the garage at No. 1790
Blandengues Street. The watchman
there said he recognized some of
the ten from the photographic
gallery as '“‘extremists” Later the
assailants went with these auto-
mobiles to ihe Aguada branch of
the Banco de ontevideo, from
which they took $15000000 (US
€60 000).

the 12th: The priest Indalecio
Olivera da Rosa, together with two
other men, went to buy a mimeo-
graph machine and two type-
writers valued at about $1 000 000
(US $4000). in a store at No. 942
Uruguay Street. The priest tried to
make the payment with a check
— it was a blank check — and a




certzin amount of maney, but the
owrer became suspicious and re-
fuied, tormmunicatiag his suspi
cicxs to an employee of lis, Juan
Antonio Viera Piazza, who at the
same time was actiag as a de-
tective. The sgent Iollowed the
three men and ssted for their
docaments and 2 shootng took

lzce ir: which the priest end Viera

v322a were killed. The other twn
sueceeded in esc:;gieng.

tte 15th: The Metzopolitan Guard
Caros Rubén Zambrano Rivers
was shot dead wkile travelling on
a das, by a commando graup com-
pased of three men zrd a woman.

tte 17th: Another assault was
mace against an official of the
Betropolitan Guard. The home of
a physical education instructor in
the pclice corps, Gonzalo Fernan-
Ce1 Perdomo, was shot at.

ti-e 19th: A house on Bell Street
in Sayvago was broken into and
cocumernts and manuals for making
bombs and explosives were found

the 19th: A pcliceman was
stpped of his side arms.

the 2Ist: Gaetano Pellegriri
Giampieiro was freed after a dona-
tion of $§7500000 (US$39000) was
made to the Caja de Auxilio del
Fzigonal and another of the same
aount to a school.

> 2ith: Twelve commandos,
(our women and eight men, seized
20 large and short arms. telescopic
lenses, binoculars, and other valu-
able objects in an action against
the pawn shop Ferretjans, after
overcoming and tying up six em-
ployees, (our clients, and the owner.

the 25th: Armed men expro
priaied more than $7 000 000 (US
$28C00) from the Banco Popular.

the 25th: By means of false
checks the commardos obtained
§25(00000 (US 5104 009).

6

tte 2Tth: The policeman Antonio
WMaria Fernandez was killed by
bulkets in E] Piaac.
Deczmber

thke lst: Tl» seminary students
Luis Eduarde Sarmandu Sierra and
Blario Céceres MNarlinez were ar-
restad ard prosecuted after the
autbkorities o -+he Aeronautics
Teclnical Sclool Jearnmed that Ca-
det Fermand> Luis Bossio Gutiér-
rez had givean t1hem data for a
plan of the lezale where the arms
were kept.

the 4th: TEe peolice detained an-
other semina:y student, Luis Er-
nesty Fernandez, whom they also
accused of  being implicated in
espionage ati2rapts against the
f eronautics Technical School.

titee 1Ith: Armed men tried to
erter the home of amnns collector
and Colonel of the Air Forces,
Armando Muter, who was gravely
injured in the assault.

tha 13th: Four men and a woman
took 26000 ampules of penicillin
fromr a2 laboratory located in Salto
Street near tle comner of Durazno.

the 13th: Th2 police found a
clanlestine fress ard seized &
grea: quantits of political propa-
ganda. They acresied one person.

the 16th: Thexe was an attack on
the presidential garage with twocr
three shots fired against it from an
automnobile.

the 26th: Kleven armed pe:sons,
two of them women, entered the
Montevideo branch of the Banco
Frarwés e [Italiano and expro-
priated approximately $380000 000
(US $1520 000).

the 29th: Atternpted assault on
the Banco Comercial. The palice-
man guarding it was killed by
bullets when he resisted. He was
Juan Techera Bobzdilla, ex-official
of investigations who was working
as a private detective of the Banco
Com ercial.

(\J history

Program of the Sandinist
Front of National
Liberation

/‘\ nates Far

Intrcduclion

Tae SanomisT FEONT of National Liberation (FSLN) grew out of
the Nicaraguan people’s need for a vanmguard organization, which
through a direct struggle with its enemes, s capablg of seizing
political power and establishing a sccial system that will wipe out
the exploitation and misery our country has suifered throughout
its exasterce. ik b T
Tre FSLN i; a political-military organization whose objective
is the seizure of political Power through the gestruction of the
bureaucratic and military apparatus of the dictatorship and the
establichment ef a Revolutionary Goverument bssed on a worker-
peasant zlliance and the support of all the amti-imperialist patrto-
tic forces of the country. 2 A
The Nicaraguan peorle have suffered under tke oppression 9 a
reactionary and fascist clique imgosed by Yankee imperia‘ism
since 1332, the year in which Anastasio Somozs Garcia was desig-
nated chief director of the so-called Natl}?nal Guar(fi (GN).OI'?;;
za'st clique has reduced Nicaragus .0 the status ol a neoC
?ﬁ% the ankee monopclies and the oligarchic national groups
exploit. % i
e rresent regime is a politically unpopular and ]ur{dlcally il-
leg:; rﬁg:me. Iis gr:ecognitioil)aoand aid from North Americans con-
stitutes an irrefu:able proof of foreign interference in Nicaraguan
affairs. . J ! : Ny
The FSLN has analyzed the naticnal situation seriously and re-
sponsitly and has decided to-confront the dictatorship with arms in
hand since we have reached the conclusion that the people’s San-
dinist revolution and the destruction of the regime that is the peo-
ple’s enemy will come about as a consequence of the development




of a mard an3 prolenged peogle’s war. :

"M:stever iy be the maiceuvers and methods employed b
Yenie: imperialisn, tde Somozaist dictatorship is cordemrned to
complete {ailwre before the edvance and rapid growth of the peo-
pl¢’s forces headed by the Szndinist Front of Naticnal Liberation

In tle face of this hstoric opportunity, the FSIIN has outlined
thi political program with a view to strengthening and developing
cur orZenizaioa, irspiring and stimulating the Nicaraguan people
to meve forward. to figt until the dictatorship is o7ercthrown, and
to redist Qe ateaventian of Yankee anperialism in order to create
a Iree, prosperous, amd revolutionary mnation.

J) The Bevohstionsry Government The peogle’s Saadinis: rev-
oluticn will estadlish the Revolutiorary Governrnent<f the Peo
ple axd will create a nmation without exploitation, without oppres-
sicn, without bickwardness, a fiee, independent, and progressive
countey. The Revolutiamary Govermaent will ved2riake the fol-
lowing measures, of a political character:

a) (1 will liquidate :be reactiorary state stracture based on elec-

toral farces and military coups ard will esiablish 8 system of

fu'l participation of zll the pecple, on a national level and on a

Joczl level (departmental, municizal, regiozal).

b) [1 will deprive of their political rights these iadividuals who

«ccapy high public positions as a result of the electoral farcesand

miltary coups that bave tiken place in the couatry, following

the publication of this document.

c) 1t will estatlish :ke full prectic® of human rights and all in-

divicual safeguards.

d) 1t will zaarantee freedom of expression «f ideas which lead

first of all ‘o the energetic diffusion of people's rigkts and pa-

trictic respensibilities

e) It will guarantee f1eedom to organize the wockers” irade union

rovement 12 the city and in the ccuntryside. freedora to crgan-

ize peasant, youath, student, womer’s cultural, and other move-
nexts.

f) It will gaarantee the right of Nicaraguan emigrants and exiles

t return to the counwy.

g) Jt will guarentee the right of asylum to citzeas of sther coun-

tries persecuted €ar engagiag in revolutionarsy struggle.

h) Jt will severely punish the tormentors responsib:e for per-

s2cuting, informing en, torturing, or assassinating revolution-

aries and the people.

2) A basic and indepeadent ecomomy. The Revolutionary Govern-
ment will undertike the following economic measures:

a) 1t will natibnalize the assets of -he mining and forestcy com-

pances, etc., aad othex such riches isucrped dy the Yankee mon-

oies in INicazagua

gS’ ]t will nationalize the huge landholdings, factories, sugar re-

fmeres, means oi transportation, and other assets usurped by

the Somoza family.

c) It will naticnalize the huge lindholdings, factories, trans-

porl, and cother assets usurped by the politiciansg, the military,

and. all the other aceamplices in adiministrative ccrruption senc-

tioned by the regime which is the enemy of the people.
d} It ~il) nationalize banks and place them exclusively at the
service of the ecoromic development of the country.
e) It will estsklish state control over foreign commerce with
ways to diversfy it and make it independent.

f) It will plan the national economy, thus eiiminating the anar-
chy reigning in production under the presemt regime.
g) It will conirol the exploration and exploitation of natural re-
sources, for which it will create special state institutes. Electri-
fication will cecupy a special place in the integral development
of the country.
h) It will establish control and participation by the workers in
the administration of incustry and other nationalized assets (la-
tifundia factocies, mines, ete.).

i) 1t will protect the )smal] — and m:iddle — sized proprietors
(producerstradesren).

j) [t will develop—tires of communication (it will attend to the
rallroads wh:ch, nationalized in the past as a result of struggle,
have been ruined by tre sell-cut regime)

k) It will gusraniee stable arnd independent money.

1) It will fcllow a just ané equitable fiscal policy.

m) 1t will refuse to acknowledge the usurious loans imposed on
the ¢cuniry by the Yankee moropolies.

3) Agrarian revolulion. The people’s Sandinist revolution will put

into practice an agrarian policy wbich will liquidate the large and
small estates by a just distribution of land to the peasant who
works it.

~) I+ will expropriate the capitalist agricultural industries and
all aspects of the latifundia, with a view to liquidating the par-
asitic hold on the land by the exploiters.

b) It will hand over the land to the peasanls {ree of charge, in
accordance with the principle that the land must belong to those
who work it.

c) It will stimulase and promote the organization of cooperatives
in tke countryside

d) It will facilitate every type of aid to the peasant and will
grant icans at low interest rates for the purchase of farm equip-
ment and machinery, seed, fertilizer, etc.

e) It will canecel the debts contracted by peasants with the land-
owners and other usurers

f) It will carry out a technical revolution in agricultural pro-
duction, through a rational mechanization and the use of modern
systems (aerial, fumigation, artificial insemination, irrigation,
etc.).

g) It will diversify cultivetion with the object of ending the
monoculture that prevails in Nicaraguan agriculture. It will
promote the prcduction and diversification of cattle in the coun-
try acecrding to the characteristic of each region.

h) It will protect the small — and medium — sized landowners.
i ) [t will protect the landowners who collabcrate with the armed
revc'uticnary struggle; the lands of these owners which exceed
the limit established by the agrarian laws promulgated by the




revojution will be purchazed irom them for distribution amoog

the peasants who need them.

» It will licuidate the forced wcrk stoppage that the peasant

suffecs during most of the year and will cxeate sources of work

for the peasaal population.

k) It will zuarantee markets Jor sgricultural, meat, and dairy

Froducts.

1) Labor legislation and social security. The people’s Sandinist
Tevolution will put an end to the unjust conditions of life and of
work thai the workers suffez under the present zegime.

a) It will promulgate a labor cod¢ and otker laws of social se-

curity for the exclusive benefit of the hroad mass of workers.

b) It will put into force full freedom of trade union affiliation

and organization.

&) [t will impese absolute respect for the dignity of the worker,

prchibiting his unjust treatment in the course of his work.

3) It will l:quidate the puaishing unemploymeat

& It will extend social security coverage to all workers and

emoloyees in the country; the coverage will inc’ude illness, ac-

eidents, physical incapacitation, retirement, etc

f)} It well extend free mecical care o the emtire population; it

will corstruct clinics and hospitals throughout the entire nation-

al territory.

o It will eliminate humilizting begging by applying the methods

sutlined in tkis point

2) It will grormulgate an urban reform law <o bdenefit the urban

xasses.

:) it will pravide adequate housing for every family. Moreover,

:t will develcp plans for urban housing, plaass fcr the construc-

on of house: for the peasant population.

1) It will reduce taxes for water, 1:ght, sewage. and public main-

‘enance, and will set up programs 10 extend these services to the

entire urban area

§) Special plan for the Atlantic Cosst. The people’s Sandinist rev-
olution w:ll put into practice a special plan for the Atlantic Coast
and other areas of Nicaragua sunk in the most complete aban-
doament.

a) It will stimulate a spedial program to be applied to the At-.

Jan'ic Coast. ke region of the couritry that has centiruously suf-
Zered the most cruel Yankee expliitation. At the same time, it
will extend this program to the zones of the couatry that share
the situation of the Atlantic Coast Such zones inciude a lalge
part of the Segovias, Chontales, ard Rio Saa Juan.

b) [t will stimulate the miring indastry, converting iato a night-
ma:e of the past the mining centers of the Atlaatic Coast that
have been nothing less thaa Yankee concentration camps.

¢) [t will prepare the lands in this zone that are suitable for the
development of agriculture and catile raising.

d) [t will take advantage-of the coaditions fzvcreble to the pro-
motion of the fishing industry.

e) It will also take advantage of the conditions in this region
favorable $o the promotion of forestry.

£) 1t will stimulate the flowering of local culture on the Atlan-

tic Coast, originating in the historic traditions of the region.

g) By the measures stated, i1 will wioe out the ignominious dis-

crimination to which the indigenous Misquites, Sumos, Zambos,

Blacks,and all othex sectors of the peoples of the Atlantic Coast

bave been subjacted

6) Liberstion of womem The people’s Sandimist revolution will
abolish the odious dis¢rimination that women have suffered com-
pared to men, aad wiil establish econamic, political, and cultural
equality between wotren and men )

a) It will establish the principle that waman is equal to man in

political. economic, cultural and social life.

b) 1t will put a1 end to the discrimination that woman has suf-

fered and which is reflected in the abandonment of the working

class mother.

c) 1t will extend special attention to mother and child.

d) It will estatlish two months of maternity care before and

after birth for vorking women.

e) It will establish the right 10 egqual protection from revolu-

tionary institussons for children born outl of wedlock.

1) It will establish nurseries and other centers for the care and

attenticn of children.

g) [t will promulgate progressive Jaws concecning the family and

marriage.

h) It will eliminate prostitution and other social evils to raise

the dignity of women.

i) It will raise the political, cultural and vocational level of

woman through her participation in the revolutionary process.

7) Administrative honesty. The people’'s Sandinist revolution will
clean out traditicnal governmental administrative corruption and
will establish strict administrative honesty.

a) It wiil abolish the criminal industry of vice (prostitution,

gambling, the sa'e of alccholic beverages, the sale of drugs, etc.)

which the privileged Nat:onal Guards exploit. (Sometimes in as-

sociation with foreign parasites)

b) It will establish strict control of all taxes collected in order

to prevent government officials from profiting, which will end

the common practice of most of the official departments under

the regime which is the people’s eremy.

c) It will put an end to the arbitrary Business of National Guard

members who strip the population through the imposition of local

taxes.

d) {t will put an end to the business by which military com-

manders appropriate the budgetary allowance earmarked for the

care of commcn prisoners, end will construet care centers de-

signed to rebabilitate delinquents.

e) [t will abolish the contraband practiced on a large scale

through the political anc military clique and other accomplices

of the regime which is the enemy of the people.

f) It will severely punish individuaks who engage in crimes

against administrative honesty (embezziement, contraband, prof-

it from the exploitation of vice, etc.); the severity of the




pmishmeat vil] be great<r when a militaat of the revolutiorary
rovenent is involved.
8] Revolatise in cuiture and edwcation. The people’s Sandinist
reveolution wil esiablsh the basis for the dewel spxnent of national
cature, peopl2’s education, and umiversity refocn.
s) It will staulate the development of nstiaral culture and will
pLt an erxd 10 the cultural penetrition of Y ankee irxperialism.
b) It will eiminate illiteracy.
c) Educaiion wiil be {ree at all levels (this will anclude scholastic
peeds, fcod transgortation). It will give s¢holarships to ele-
mantary and high ichool students at different levels who have
scanty economic resources.
) It will grovide il] the teachers that the school population
reeds, encing the absurd situation of studenty without teachers
ard teachers without students; at the sarre time it will provide
for tha comsiructipa and installation of the aecesssry school
cer:ters.
e) It will adipt the educational programs to the needs of the
contry; 3t will apply experimental amd scientific teaching
methods.
) It will strp the teacting pregrams o! neocolonial peneira-
tion, bringing 1o Eght aational and umiversal struggles for
justice and reedom oriexting yoath in the spirit of the noblest
ideals and sgainst exploiation aad oppressioa.
It will trmg ot of the oblivion in which they have been
ried by :he antipeople regime, the progressive intellectuals and
theiz works which have ippearec throughtout cur pjast national
history.
h) It will free tke intell2ctual ffom reactiora-y cppression so
taat his crestive wock can be placed at the service o the nation
and the people.
i) It will casry out a revolutionary university rcform which will
include, amang othe- things, she following meisares:
—~Reclaim the University from the dominatioa of the exploita-
tive classes, sp that it seaves the true creatoz ind producer of
culture: the people; the University should be inspied t¢ place
ediication at the service of man, the University must not cdntinue
functioning as an incubatce for egotistical bureaverats.
—Liguidate the discrimination that youth of the working class,
the peasantry, and cther poor fronps have sufiered with respect
to access to the Waiversity; liquidate such discrimination by
granting scholarships, establishing student residences and din-
ing halls.
—I[ncrease the state budget for the University so that it cen fi-
nance the various problens it faces.
—ZIstablish majority representation of students n faculty meet.
ings, recognizing that the student is the principal sector in the
umiversity populatioa.
—Liquidate n2ocoioaial penetration in the Uaiversity, particu-
Isxly that exercised through the charity given by pseudophilan-
thropic forndations of the Yankee monopolies.
—Promote iree. experimental, scientific investigation so it

will contribute 1o the solution of national and universal problems.

—Strengthen tb2 unity of studenis, professors, and researchers

with the entire people, perpetuating the lofty example of stu-

dents and intelleciuals who sacrifice their lives to the revolu-
tionsYyy ideal.

S) Respect for religious beliefs. The pecple’s Sandinist revolu-
tion will guaraniee to the people treedom of religious expression.

a) [t w1l] respact the right of citizens to subscribe to any relig-

ious belef.

b) It will support the work of priests and other religious minis-

ters who support the working peeople.

1U) Independent foreigu policy. The Sandinist people’s revolu-
tion will liquida:e the foreign policy of submission to Yankee im-
perialism and will establishPa patriotic fareign policy in support of
national indepercerce and authentic universal peace.

a) It wil] put an end to Yankee intervention in Nicaragua's in-

ternal problexs end will follow a pclicy of mutual respect and

fraternal collabcration with the peoples of all other countries.

b) I: oril] expel the Yankee military mission, the so-called Peace

Corrs (Yankee spies d:suuised as technicians), and similar mi-

litary and poliiiesl elements which ccnstitute a brazen interven-

tion of the country.

c) It wil] accepi ecenomlc and technical aid from any country

as long as it does not involve political compraruises.

11) Abalition ef the ChamarroBryan Treaty. The people’s San-
dmist revolution will abolish the Chainorro-Bryan Treaty, and all
other treaties that injure naticnal sovereignty.

a) Toabolish the Chamorro-Bryan Treaty, signed by the Govern-

ment of the United States and by Emiliano Chamorro, and

ratified by govemers Diego Manuel Chamorro, José Maria Mon-

cada, Juan Bautista Sacase, Anasiasio Somoza Garcia, Luis So-

moza, René Schick, Anastasio Semoza Debayle. This onerous

treaty converts Nicaragua and other Central American countries

into colonies of Yankee imperialism by granting exclusive rights

to construct an interoceanic canal and the right to install mili-

tary tases.

12) People’s patriotic army. Tne people’s Sandinist revolution will
abolish the antipeople armed forces Xnown as the National Guard
and will create a people’s revolutionary and patriotic army.

a) [t will abclish the National Guard, the acmed force which is
the enemy of the peorle, created by the Yankee occupation
troops in 1927 o persecute and assassinate the Sandinist patriots
who tock up arms in defense of national sovereignty. The Na-
tional Guard wil! be reclaced by a pecple’s revolutionary and pa-
triotic army. In the new army the following professional soldiers
of the old regime can teke part:

—those who have supported the people’s guerrilla war;

—those whose hands are clean of revolutionary blood and who

are not guilty of ileecing the people.

b) It will arm the workers, peasants, students, and other sectors

that can be orzanized into people’s militias to defend the rights

which have beep won against the inevitable attacks which the




exploitative classes will Jaunch when tbep are overthrown. It

will never repeat the disirmament imposed onr the people’s fight-

ers in 1927 by the Yankee Henry L. Stimson, the liberal traitor

José Maria Idoncada, and the coaservative sell-out AdoHo Diaz,

in the Espino Negro de Tipitapa.

c) It will jortify the new peopl?’s army, expanding its combat

mpabilit{ ard its technical and tactical level

d) It will irculcate in tle cornsdousness cf the members of the

people’s army, the principle of relying oo their own foree to

carry out the {fighting tasks awnd to develop their creative
initiative.

e) It will deepen revolutionary ideals within the people's army

with the oo ect of expanding tke patriotic gpirit and fortifying

the deterrriination to fight umtil victory, overcotning obstacles
and rectifying errcxs.

f) It will improve the discipline of the people’s army constantly

and will establish a firm and fraternal relationship among the

soldiers and between the fighters and the people.

13) Solidasity among peoples. The people’s Sandinist revolution
will prectice a true combative solidsrity with the peoples fighting
for their liberation

a) It will actively support the fight of the peoples of Latin

America, Africa, aad Asa against imperiali@n, colonialism, and

neocclonialism. i

b) It will support the struggle of North American Blacks to win

human rights. .

©) It will support the struggle of all the peoples against the in-

stallation of yankee military bases in foreign countries.

14) Central American people’s umity, The people’s Sandinist rev-
olution will struggle for the true union of the Central American
peoples within one c¢ountry.

a) It will support an authentic anity with its brother peoples in

Central America. This unity will begin with the cooperation of

forces to achieve national liberation and establish a new social

system, without imperialist domination cr national betrayal.

b) It will liquidate the socalled integration which seeks to mul-

tiply Central America's subjugation to Yankee monopolies and the

reactionary local class.

15) Veneration of martyrs. Thre people’s Sandinist revolution
will cultivate gratitude and eternal veneration for its martyrs. It
will continue ‘he shining example of heroism and generosity which
is their legacy.

a) It will educate the workers, peasants, siudents, and other peo-

ple’s sectors in gratitude and eternal veneration for those who

];:vfe fallen in maxtyrdom so thet Nicaragua and all peoples shall

ree.

b) It will demonstrate iis gratitude and veneration for the sacred

martyrs by defending the revolitionary ideal until its victory.

Free Fazherland or Death

o Sandinist Front of National L:beration
!

Some place in Nicaragua

maa and
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Pakistan: Perspect'ives for
the Left

Zulfikar Al Bhutto

Zulfikar Ali Bhiutto. brpanisnt figure on the Pwkistan poljtical scene. granted
Tricontinental an excliaive interview in which 22 discusyed turrest prodlems in
his countsy.

Son o a fewdal landowner in West Pzristan Alf Bhutie squdied in his own
couniry ard the United Kingdomn and gradusted az m lawier. He Is outstanding
in several areax adwiiasstration. finance. ot d politics and was. therefore, invited
to Joln Ayu» Klan's gcvernment team {rom the very beginning, whea it came
to power in 1958

Despite hs backgroind and his participstion in the Ay:b Knan government
durirg its most reactisrary period when it was most sabservient to the United
Statcs, Zultikar All Blutto very quickly beZam to be recognzed ind noted as a
cabinet memaber who leaned toward separalirg Pokican froen North American
intercate in Asia. particelarly alcr 1953 when he was named Minister of Foreign
Relations. Eversone credits him with Cespocsibdity for baving a decisive in-
fluence ove: the chazges in Pakstan’y foeclgn polley in the period 1963-1068
(keepirg Urited States relations at a distance. exparding ard strexgthening rela-
tions witd tae socialit camtries, cooling the cormocijoas and compromises that
grew ol of SEATO and CENTO)

After the Conferemce 5 Tashkent. Bhutts relin @uished his §overament pesition,
crossed to the oppositon, and forxed the Pakisten People’s Party.

\When the movemert pgains: the regime of AyUb Klmn begaa in mid-1968,
Bhutta Joined it ard with kis party, played an outstanding rcle in a process that
fqrced AXub Xhan 10 resignh in tre midst of a gigartic wave of repression and
violent poptlaz demosastraitons. Durirg this peziod. the political] combdination
of the siudeats and BR:wxto, fotes joined by the prestigioas National Awami Party
headed bY Baskani. constituted 1he basic forces that SDacked the frst upsurge of
psputer political violence registercd in 20 Years om the whole Asian sibcantinent.

As the lesder of his party, Bhutto represents the most sigrificant progressive
and popuiar eolitical group in West Pakian today. Arourd him and his party
are groyped the students the prafessionals. the bem sectcrs of the petite bour-
geolsie, the most radicel and milkant workers' groups, the atl-imperialist and
progressive ulamas the peasants, the small shopkecpers mnd artisans, who have
outlined a politicai movement which. along with Bashani and :he Natlonal Awaml
Party, offers am alterrative, a new perspective foc the OX(ploited masses of Pak-
istan who 1s\e already demonstrated their Rremfih and power through the
violent overthrow of Arub Khmn's regime.

Will you analyse the political upsmege that overthrew Ayud Khan?
Basieally, I would say that economic discontent was the primary
factor in the overthrow of Ayub Kkan. Over a period of years,




Ayub Khan's economic poicies were not really dirscted toward
the common gsd but toward the seli-intezests of a hardful of
capitalists, and the ¢oantry® econonic situation berame intolerable.
I think that was the primary coxsideration simce, as we Xnow,
theze is almost alxvays an economic factor in all polit:cal agitation.
The second caus¢ was that Ayub Khan completaly destrcyed
cemocracy and people in this country have had a democratic tradi-
ton and were yearriing for a return to democracy. Thirdly, he
wegkened all cther ixstitutions as well, such as the judicisry, ard
generally corrupted the people. Fourthly, he became too dependent
cn the bureaucracy, and as a result the camtry was ruled by a
bhandful of arrogaat bureautrats, callous to th2.ne¢ds of the pecple.

In that situation, law ani order also brok® down. The student
commurity was disiliusioned. The people generally felt that the
rights ol Pakistan hed not been ipheld at Tashkent Frustration
mounted. So there were a number of factors aitogether which
reached an intolerable point and that is why the upsurge was
rationwide.

What are the main pol¥ical lessons that can be draws frem the proeess
thal culminated in Aywb Khsn's downfall?

The main political experiences o: conclusions to be drawn from
the agitation against Ayub Khan a:e that the oppression ard force
of a corrupt regime provide no bssis for solving the protlems of
the people and that force exercised in this fashion must eventually
fail. If our prcblems are to be resolved, they must be solved on
the basis of finding lssting econom:c and political solutions for tbe
yeople cf Pakistan, ard not by coercion and force. That is the main
consideration.

The second comclusion is that the people wili nct be content
until they have social justice, until they obtain social rights, so
that the problems of Pakstan wil continue to be a ceuse ior
agitation until ar ecuitabie solution is found. 1 think these are
the two main %oljti:al conclusions you can draw from the sgitation
against Ayub Khan.

In your cpinion, what aye the main wearnesses witiin the owvement?

1 was not well organized in-terms—of-coordination between the
ypolitical parties; there was no real unity of the opposition and
the political parties went off in different directioas. Really, it was
more a triumph of the people why came out :n the streets, who
came out everywhere and fought for their rights and overthrew
the regime of Ayub Khan. The main weakness, therefore, was that
it was not properiy directed toward a logical con¢lusion.

There has been mucCk talk akout the role of tRe reactienary (orees in
this agitstion, even to the extent of sating that somehow they marched
parallel to the progressive forces. What can you say abeut that?

Actually the reactionary forces were opposed 0 Ayub Xhan in
only one respect and that is that they opposed the dictatorship and
wanted the restoration of democrscy. But so far as the economic

interests 6€ the reactionary farces are concerned, they coincided
with those of Ayub Khan.and thst is why, al the time of the
upsurge of the people, they went 10 the conferemce table with
Ayub Khan, after 11 years of opposition to him. They were prepared
to aceepi him, provided he wouild restore democrzcy, because their
economic interest; were simmilar and they felt that in the overthrow
of Asub Xhan, thelr own vested interests wece threatened. So
they responded to his invitation 80 attend the round table con-
ference.

What was tbe xole of the stadents, workers, and peasaats im this movement?

The students pliyed an excepticmally prominent role in this
agitaticn. As a matier of fact, the studen:s were the first to lead
the revolt against Ayub — not only in its final phases, but soon
after he came to power. I should say that about two years after he
took cver, tte stuiants begen to agitate and the stuceat movement
began to pick up ground. and became the varguard of this move-
ment. Full cred:t goes to the studemts for beirg the vanguard of
this struggle agarst Ayub Khan. Secondly, labor also played a
very impertant and active role and the pessants also played their
role, but the basic role was played by the studerts and the laboring
classes. The pessints sympathized and were coming out a little
more openly, but the movement did not spreac as deeply into the
rura) aress as it did in the urban areas.

Was that trme of bdoth West and East Pakistan?

I would say mouce so in West Pakistan. [n EBast Pakistan, it was
different: the pesant role was more significant, but even so,
taking everything into account, [ should say that in terms of
contribution, students, laborers, peasants played an important role.
To what extent were the intelleetnals related to tbhe struggle directly and
to thest different sccial seciions®

First the students and then the intellectuals gave this movernent
a great deal of insairation, and the crofessional strata, in particular
the lawyers, came out among the first and, as [ say, they provided
an example.

CO:t!icé zﬁu analyze the Pakistan rubling class and the existing political
Py v

Wel}, so far as the ruling classes are concerned, they compietely
dominate industrs and  agriculture. They contro! the means of
production and d:str:bution of the factories ard fields, but it is
primarily in the {elds of industry and agriculture that they exer-
cise 1heir full rule overn the economy of the country. In the last
1L years, the industrial clsss really has held sway over the economic
life of the country. They were greatly pampered by President Ayub
Khan, and if 1 were to enumerate the kinds of privileges that were
given to them, you would think 1 am exaggerating, but tbey were
given all manner of faciities and all avenues were opened for
them <0 exploit {1ily the resources of the country. 1 would not
call it exploitation; jt was lcot and plunder with a vengeance.
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As far as the political parxties are concerned, we have a number
of them on the rigat in ihe center, and ‘o the left I think the
whole spectrum 3is covered in Pakistan. On the right we have
Jamai-[-Islami, whtich is mere of a religioas party. but of course
with politica) ambiticns; then we have the Councl Muslim League,
which claims 10 be the heir to the party that estattished Pakistan,
although the Muskm League which Jinnah Jed was different in
composition and attituce from the present Auslim League. Then we
have a new party that is caming into being which is 2 merger of
scme three or four small parties, which is called the_‘Eaiislan
Democratic Par:y. Ayub Kka: also had a party called Convention
Muslim League. He also held 10 *he nrame "Musl:m League” think-
ing that he could make cacital out of it sioce it was associated
with the founder of the counlry; but that party :s now more or
less dead and the pecple are goirg into the cther pacties, so 1 don’t
think it has a futuce.

On the leit we have the parties called the NAP (National Awami
Party) but there are twao IXAFPs; one is led by Maulana Bashani,
who comes from East Pakisian, and the other one at present is led
by Wali Khan, We also have my own patty, Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP). These actually are the pariies that exist, but the
funny part about :kis is that today the parties of the right have
an economic program which is similac to that of the parties of tne
left. Now, that i1s no: because they intend to :mplement such a
program. They waat 10 have these programs to attraci the people
to work for them ir the event cf elections Eat ii only shows this
much: parties that {or 15 or 20 years refused to move an inch on
progressive reforms, are now compelled — whether they are sincere
or not — to come out with programs of the left. Which I think is
in itself a good sign

But of course by ncw, the people have also become more en-
lightened and they know tne parties that sincerely want to im-
plement a socislis: prograrm and thcse that are just paying lip
service 10 social justice.

What has been the sole of foreign imperialisg powers in the development
of the ruliag c¢lass in Pakistamn dariag this pesiod of 2 years?

Well, so far as tle last 22 years are concerned, the imperialist
powers, the foreign pcwers have not developed the feudal ruling
class, because that existed before this time, though they have, of
course, given it some kind cf enccuragemert. But they have really
brought :nto being the industr:a] class, because foreign invest-
ments generally have taken place in the field of industry, which is
their primary concern. Their loans are on industrial projects, their
invesiments are also in induslrial projects, 30 in the last 22 years
the class that has really been strengthened and brought into being
has been the :ndustrial barons.

You have mentiomed that the economic situstien of exploitation was an
important factor inm the develepment of agitation against the regime of




Ayub Hlan. VWRhat are the chief reomining featmres of this system of
od secomomic explaitation?

Well, at gresent the basic structure remains the same, but the
pesple kave the expectancy that there will be changes, because
they have maice a sacrifice for change and they entertain the
thought tha: those who have followed Ayub Khan vill tske into
sceount the lessoris of the past. At present the regime has been in
poxer oaly five or six months and there have been some anaounce-
nerts relatmg to industrial reform and other such maiters of
sore momeat s0 the people have seen that some eifort is being
ragde and are watching with hope and expectancy to see what
future changes w:ll take place m Pakistan. To what extert these
chaages will 1ake plate, I would net like to 2azavd a guess at the
nacment, but ] believe the people have a long road to travel; they
sti!l must go thrcuzh many trials and tribuiations. 1 don't think
they should be so simyplistic as to exoect that i a one stroke, with the
saccess of cne movemnent, all their rights will be restored to them.

We know that the restoration of democratic rights in itself in-
\oives a strug!e, but the restoraiion of ecoramic rights involves a
larger strugg'e. Sametimes it invelves a political struggle, and
cther times it involves more than a political struggle; sometimes

ople have to struggle and fight for their economic rights, and so

wiuld not say that we have come to the end of the road merely
kecause the dictatorskip of Ayub Kian has ended.
Could yo1 specifically mialyze the cole of the PPP in the agitatioa?

1 think that it would be better to allow aistory 1o make that
verdict because, for ene thing, we were too actively invclved in
tae agitation. When you are in the center of the scheme of things,
you are not likely to :ake an exactly objective attituce. But I will
say this much: we made our cortridution, because we had faith ic
tae peoole. The odds were against the suecess of the agitation; the
situation in Pakistan was so demcralizing that it was even dii-
ficult to lift a leaf cr stir anything in the country. Pesple feit that
Ayub Khan had come for a millerum and that he would last as
long as he lived, tu: we had faith in the people. We knew that the
poaer of the people was superior to all the levers of power that
tae dictator had uncer his contrcl aad tha: what.the people needed
was leadership and initiative, and we gave them leadership and
iaitiative.

Vhat was ihe ergamizational and political developmeat of the PPP afler
the agitation? _ .

We are organizing our party. As you know, it is a new party,
which came into bearg on <he first of December 1967, under very
difficult circumstances, because Ayub's regime ftried its best to
crush the party st its vers inception and xe had to face many
roblems, so we could not give cur undivided attention to the fun-
damental questions of the organization. Efforts were made to
iafiltrate our party with saboteurs, agents provocateurs, and govern-

ment agents; and the press was silent on cur actinities, because it
was entirely undes government control. All manner of false reports
were given about the party, so really befcre we could tackle the
basie problem of our organizetion and related matiers we got
involved im this rcvement.

People came in Jarge numbers <0 join our party, because they
had faith in my leedership as well as the program that I gave to
the geople of Paxistan. 'Jg\eze was tremerdous good will for me
ard my paty, bt ®me wanied to ﬁi&e it orzsnizational shape. We
were giving that snape and are still giving that shape ‘o the party,
but then the movement started; 1 was put in jail and after my
release and since mertial law, [ have tried to give as much atten-
tion as possible te the organizaticm of my party, and 1 conmsider
this to be the most ‘mportant task that I face for the time being,
The thgee bisic principles of the party are klamism, Democrasey, and
Sociahism. Cetld yCa mnalyze the signdicance of eack of these pimeiples
for Pakislaa?

All three are, iz my opinion, irdispenssble for Pakistan. I do
not believe that wi‘h orly ore or the other the country could
really progress, because you mast take into acccunt the basis for
Pakistan's existence: i1 came into being as a Muslim state, where
Muslims could live out their lives accarding to their beliefs and
their ideology and the force and strengih of [slam 8 as strong
here. if not in some respects stronger, than Cathclicism is in the
Catholic countries, where the Catholic Churth is a big factor. But
more than that, the basis of Pakistan is Jslam and for that reason
Islarn is essential 10 Pakistan.

Secondly, democracy is a right, anr :nherited rizh: of all people.
A country divided into two parts recuires the participation of both
wings, ard that psrticipation ccmes best with democracy.

Thirdly, there can realiy be no pcogress without social justice,
and social and ecoaomic justice are rmost passible under socialism.
Now, there is nothing incompatible between these three principles.
Islam’s trosd priaciples accept ecuality, and socialism means
equality of men, sc there is no contradiction between the beliefs of
Islam and the ecanomic methods cf socialism. Also there is no
contradiction beiween socialism and democracy, ar between de-
mocracy and [slam, and s¢ we have tried to harmonize the three
supreme principles which are essential for a pcogressive and enlight-
ened Pakistan, where the people cen put an end to exploitation
and domination and live a life which they deserve as human beings.
The combdination of tkese three basic principles wounld give moee or less
& definition of whst you could call Islamic secialimm?®

1 don’t want to really enter into thiz coniroversial matter because,
in some respects, it has become controversiel for aceademic reasons.
In pract:cal terms, there is no veed for the controversy. The father
of 1the nation used the phrase “Islamic socialism.” and it was also
used by Igbal, the poet who interpreted the thought of Pakistan.
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Now, what it reslly means is that [sdam jaced the idea of socialism
in the modern sease of the word. And because [slam’s principles
do no: reject socizlism as it has developed subsegaently, when we
talk about the progress of moderm times in 1he context of our
culture, we talk about Islamic socialism.
And how is the eiemeat of religion beirg used by the reactiomary forces?

The reactionary forces are exploiting religion in a perverse way
and the difficulty is that, because we have dg:ganed from the prin-
ciples of Islarn, M uaslim couriries everywhere have suffered. When
we upheld the principles of lslarn — that is, when we upheld
the principles of equality and social just:ce — you saw the contribu-
tion that Islam msde to world civilization. Bui subsequently, when
people distorted these princ:ples or betrayved these principles, you
have seen what diificult times we entered. So what we really want
to do is ta defend the principles cf Islam and mot depart from
them. The reactionary forces have really depar:ied from the prin-
giples of Islam and they are doing a disservice to [slam by incorrect-
1{ interpretling subsequer:t cevelopments

ou have menfioned the impertance of democracy fer Exst and West
Pakistan. Could yoa amalyze the problemes posed by this geographic
separation of the country?

I will not, in any way, brush aside the rroblems that prevail as
a result of the separation, the first being the problem of the separa-
tion itself — that geographically we are divided into two halves —
and that has creased many conilicts for us, but certainly these
complications can be overcome. This is not an insurmountable
problem. We have lived for 22 years together, and of course, 22
years is not much time in the life of a nation, kut there are other
countries that have been ge?ora hically contigucus and have fallen
apart in less than 22 years. ere mus: be something inherently
binding that has kept us together in spite of the cruel and vicious
social system that has prevailed ir Pakistan and in spite of the
injustice that it has brought about [f we want to maintain our
unity, and 1 think we ¢an maintain our unity, even in spite of this
geographic separation, what we need, even more than democracy
— although I am wel] aware of the need for democracy — is to put
an erd to econormic expicitation. Ornce we put an end to economic
exploitation, then we can create coanditions of unity and create
conditions of cooperation, but as long as we have economic exploita-
tion, you will find people moving apart instead of ccming together,

not only in a divided country but i a eantiguous country as well.
What s the poliey of the P in relation oaly te the liberation
movemeats and anti-imperialist struggzle throaghout the world, but also
the role that these struggles have played here in Pakistan?

To the first question I would Like to answer immediately and
state that, as is natural, we will support the liberation movements
throughout the world. In our outlook, there is no difference between
the liberation of our people and that of the people of other countries,
because there is a ccmmon struggle against a common enemy and it




wculd not be wise or correct for us to believe we can succeed while
others fail. If cthers ‘ail, we canrotsucce@d; d they succeed, we can
also sutceed, so we have to poo] all our resources together. This
is an indivisitle roral obligation and that is why 1 have always
msainta:ned that the struggle, for example agaimst [srael, for the
restoration of the rights cf the people of Pslestine; of Eritrea in
Ethiopia, in the siraggle against the Ethiopian dictatorship; or
Angola, or Mozambique, are no diiferent fran the struggle of the
people of Kashmir

All of this forms part of the conmon struggle and we consider
that this straggle is of utmost irsportance, as much as our own
struggle for libeza’icn. That is our attitude also to the Viet-Nam
struggle. The heroic people of Viel-Nam will attain their freedom
by tbeir own efforts, but revertheless, they have been encouraged
and inspired by the cverwhelming suppcri tkat they have received
from the oppressed people everywhere, as well as the peopie who
want to end exploitstion and dorrination. So [ ho at I have
made my posiiion clear. It is uncempromisiag on this question.

Secordly, raturally, it flows from my answer to the first question
hat if we are to succeed, it must be a common struggle. If our
struggle is to inspire others, their struggle will inspire us. After
all, that is a :esson cf history, how man bas struggled from the
beginning to free humself from exploitation, from the time he
carne ot of the cave and kow he bas had to go from one phase of
the struﬁgle to the next and how with the successive passage
of time, he has brcught about the fruition of the struggle — this
s in itself a very mmporiant corsideration A just cause must
iwriumph, no matter what the odds are against it, and a people who
aphold such s cause ¢an never fail, no_matter what the odds.

Could you give us an armtysis of the present stage — let us say the present
transitional stage — thrsugh which Pakistan is living?

Well, it is a period of transition when all matters are at the cross-
10ads and it is difficuvlt to make a penetrating analysis. However,
] would say that ii, from this experience, we are able to find a
constitutional formula for the solution of cur problems, that in
itself would be a positive contribution.

What are the basio viewn and the basic demmaods of the PPP in the present
stuation, especially oa the issne of the constilutisnal formmla aad other
political themes which are now being debated?

We want primarily to overcorme the econstituticnal formula
because for us the constitution is not the last word for a'people. It
plays a major role, it plays an important role, but it is not the final
and decisive factor: it is a conditioned precedent and the
sooner that this corditioned precedznt is removed, the better it is
because then we can go on 10 the basic problems Then we will not
be bogged down with these peripheral issuves. That is why we
would like to approach this problem in the right spirit, because
to us, the constitutional rights of tbe people are important, but

their ecanornic rights are more important, and so, if we overcome
the coastitutional problems, then we can give our undivided atten-
tion to the econom:¢ probiems of the countre.

Now these problems get diverted because of the coastitutional
crisis; therefore, we shall always study this matter ir. a flexible
manner and I believe we are movirg toeward a consensus What
we believe is 1hat there should be afederal parliamentary form of
government, because in a parliamenitary system it is easier to divide
power and here we have to divice power between East and West
Pakistan,

Presidential systems have invariably led to military dictator-
ships and that is why they have failed and why we must have a
parliameniary form of goverument, as ] said before, more than
anything because we have to divide power between East and West
Pakistan. Also, we have a parliamentary tradition in this country
of long duration.

The second question is that we want toc resiore the autonomy
of the provinces, because as you know the autonomy of the provin-
ces and the autoncay of the people is an impartant consideration in
the development of their culture ard also in the exercise of their
talent. It is the right which people have within the nation, because
they have greater freedom to assert themselves and in this diver-
sification a richer centribution can be madz. Secondly, our country
is, after all, a deceatralized society, with many laaguages, many
races and :t is for taat reason federally-orientated so a provincial
autonomy is a secord demand we have, which means that the
unitary form of government of West Pakistan must end and we
must restore the federal structure and give the provinces their
autonomy.

Thirdly there shculd be representation on thke basis of population,
because that is tke rule of democracy — ome manm, one vote —
that is one of the principles of demceracy. Also, because we are
divided into two parts and each region or wing of the country has
unique problems of its own we naturally wart the federal
parliamentary form of government in which the provinces must
exercise their equaiity in some form, since that is the principle
of federal government. We could have 8 Lower House on the
basis of population representation and-an Upper House on the basis
of the equality of the provinces. These are three or four of the
principles on which :he constitutional structure can be made. Scme

arties may think there are or.e or two more, and some one or two
ess, but the only way to do :t is to get together and arrive at a
consensus.
tIl::le ug:l’;islul of economi¢ and social pegblems, what ave the basie aims of

We have to have massive industrial as well as agrarian reforms.
These are two essential aims tbat we must bring about to end
exploitation, and exploitation has been taking place in these two




vital fields of economy.
And in the field of relations with forelgn imperialist countries?

Our attitude has always been to struggle for the sovereignty of
our people, to maintain the independence of our country, and to
prevent foreign interference. Foreign interference has really been
a curse for Pakistan, and it has led to many problems which should
not have arisen. Naturally we will oppose imperialist efforts to
encroach upon our rights and to interfere in our internal affairs
and in that also there can be no compromise.

In this lransitional stage, what is the political conduct or attitade of the
ruling classes?

For the moment, they are watching the situation to see in what
direction the regime moves, but I think they are not getting so
many sleepless nights as they got at the time when the change did
take place.

Now, the present circumstances, how do you foresee the perspectives of
the movement io Pakistan?

Again, since we are in a period of transition and things have
not come to a firm head, it is difficult at this moment to give a
definitive view. I think the position will become clearer in two or
three months' time, and before the end of the year this position
;;rill becom‘eh clearer“zlatnd :norft definitive. i i

ow abo e 1d of un and cooperation amon e eren
mﬂ-ln’e&h .p:;s progl!mive payrties in Prkistan? %

Naturally we would like to see that. We would like nothing
better than that and we Wwill continue to Work for it. As far as we
are concerned, we arrived at two agreements with the NAP of
Maulana Bashani, we also came to an understanding with the
Kizan Masdoor Party, which is a leftist party, and also with the left
wing of the Huksas, which is the progressive wing. Therefore,
we will continue to strive for the unity of the left and we will
make our contribution. What the prospects are depends mostly
on the contribution of the other leftist parties, and also as to
how the situation develops.

Weuld you like to refer to the obstacles in this process of unity? -

The obstacles are so many because it is always more difficult
for people to unite on ideas. The rightists can easily unite because
they have vested interests to protect. There is something tangible
to protect; someone may have his factories to protect and another
may have his lands to protect, so there is always something that
they have wanted to protect and hold and for them it is the unity
of material factors. But for the left, it is what you want to achieve,
what you want do do, how you want to bring it about; so much
of the abstract is involved, although fundamentally it is not abstract,
itis very material, The whole concept is for material changes but,
nevertheless, because something is to be done, rather than pre-
served, it is more difficult to bring about unity, as it requires
greater statesmanship, more flexibility, and a greater sweep of
history.

Syria: the Arabs’ Battle

Mohamed Ammar Alrawi

The history of the BAAS Arab Socfallst Party covers most important stages in
the struggie of the Arab people for their independence and the defenke of their
rights. In the future and in the present day Middle East. the events that preceded
the upsurge of the BAAS orc inscribed” as inestimable experiences — the
liquidation of the Ottoman empire in Syria, the failure to fulfill the promiscs
of Arab independence made at the end of the First World War. and the struggles
against the French and English imperialists — passing then from the first con-
stitutlonal congrese of this party up to the present perfod in which it is taking
firm steps toward the conversion of Syria to socialism.

Doctor Mohamed Ammar Alrawl, head of foreign relations’ for the BAAS
Party of Syria and member of its Political Committee, develops this interesting
theme in the present Intervicw., at the same time that he explalns his party’s
tactical-strategic line for recuperating the Arab territories occupied by Zionism.

The words of doctor Alrawl —whose Iracl origin and high position in Syria
are an !ndication of the BAAS concept for the Arab homeland — are a grcat
contribution to the understanding of the problems that affect this part of the
world, one of the most burning and explosive areas at this time.

What is the background of the formation of the BAAS Party and what
Is its structure today in its Arab homeland?

The Arab struggle did not begin with the formation of the BAAS
Party; the struggle against imperialism is actuaily quite old. The
first stage was that against the Ottoman Empire. This stage was
concluded at the end of the First World War in which the Arabs
joined the Allies with the hope of winning their independence; but
after the war, the Allies failed to live up to their promises and
Arab rights were lost. We can say that this stage was marked by
a nationalist-religious character. Then began the period of struggle
against western imperialism represented by the French and English.
This stage was distinguished by its nationalist-liberationist charac-
ter and developed not only in Syria, but in all parts of the Arab
homeland.

We will discuss the struggle that took place in Syria since the
BAAS Party was born there.

The struggle of the Arab Syrian people against French im-
perialism continued over almost a quarter of a century, from the
end of the First World War up until the evacuation of French troops
from Syrian territory. This ?iberation struggle, as we call it, was

nationalist and manifested itself in demonstrations in the univer-




sities and in the efforts of the entire Syrian population to succeed
in pushing out the French troops.

ing this stage, the struggle of the Arab people was crys-
tallized as a national liberation struggle, with socialist ideas
clarifying its objective.

From 1943 to 1947 the Party went through a period of preparation
limited to issuing certain communications, participating in elec-
tions, etc, without formulating new concepts. From 1943 to 1947
a very large number of young people joined the Party, among
them a group of Arab students from other countries who were
studying in Syrian schools.

On April 25, 1947, the first constitutional congress of the Party

was held. The document approved at that meeting declared that
the Arabs, because of their spiritual and cultural unity, constitute
a single nation and have the natural right to live in one State,
aqu}:hat the Arab homeland is economically and politically indi-
visible.
. The BAAS Party was the first one in the Arab homeland to pose
questions of socialism and of nationalism at the same time, while
the other parties that had preceded it had a nationalist-religious
character and proposed certain very limited reforms, always within
a very limited context. That is to say that they were regional
parties, not Arabic as is the BAAS Party. On the other hand it
should be realized that the countries now existing within the
frontiers of the Arab homeland are the work of imperialism, which
has done everything possible to keep the Arab countries divided
in order to facilitate its domination and the plunder of riches.
When the BAAS Party stated its position and pointed out the
necessity for uniting our countries in order to achieve liberty and
socialism, many young people who had previously been affiliated
with other parties came as militants into the BAAS Party. This
Arab youth understood that the ideology of the BAAS Party
faithfully reflected their goals.

We must make it clear that, when the BAAS Party announced
its aims, it did not do so with the idea of subduing the nation and
taking power, as others had done, but rather its chief objective was
the development of long-range principles that expressed the
interests of the working masses. For this reason, we proposed to
direct our first efforts to the popular masses, and began right then
to ssruggle within the ranks of the workers, the peasants, and
other exgloited classes, in order to win power.

The BAAS Party chose this route knowing that it would confront
imperiallsm and reaction. And so began the battles against reac-
tionary government and against imperialism, always in strict
alliance with the masses in various parts of the Arab world. The
BAAS Party was the leader of the demonstrations against the
accords and pacts that damaged the interests of the Arab pecple.

The force of the BAAS Party as a popular influence began to be
seen after 1952, especially in Iraq. The Party unmasked imperial-

ism's plans there. In Syria, the Party struggle continued and it was
because of this that many of the military dictatorships fell, for the
BAAS Party's work within the armed forces was no less successful
than its work within the popular masses.

In Syria the BAAS Party struggle was climaxed by the union
reached between Syria and Egypt in 1958. As far as Irag goes, the
BAAS Party played a positive role at the popular level of the
revolution of June 14, 1958. At the beginning it was thought
the revolution in Iraq could play a positive and constructive role
in uniting Iraq with its brothers, Syria and Egypt. But the revolu-
tion departed from its objective and the militants of the BAAS
Party in Iraq began to suffer the persecution of Abdul Karim
Kassem’s military government.

Actually, this persecution had beneficial results for the Party
which gained large numbers of new members from the masses
because of the persecution. The Party began a violent struggle
against the Iraq authorities and finally, on i‘ebruary 8, 1963, there
was the revolution of the Ramadan 14. This revolution occurred
two years after the split between Syria and Egypt.

After the split, the BAAS Party began to fight again in Syria to
recoup the failure which the split signified and reunite the revolu-
tionary movement again. And so from the failure of the revolution
of February 8 in Iraq, surged the revolution of March 8 in Syria.
This revo!ution was inspired by the Iraqi revolution. But as is true
in all revolutionary movements, there are different ways of think-
ing and the struggle grows out of different conditions. This forces
revolutionary movements to evolve along with the evolution
of revolutionary ideas. But it happens that certain individuals
remain in the same position, others advance a bit more, and others
have new ideas, so that there are discrepancies, which are natural
within a revolutionary party. In our case, we have to recall that
the BAAS Party, from its inception, had established only guide-
lines, those generally suited to progress and development. The
theory of the BAAS Party grew out of its own experience and of
its assimilation of the experiences of all other socialist theories.

To a great extent this explains the internal struggles that have
taken place from time to time within the BAAS Party. But it must
be added that many times opportunists infiltrate the ranks of the
Party and try to take over the principal positions within the Com-
mand, however alert we may be to prevent this. Then there exist
certain directors who consider themselves the maximum authority
of the Party and believe that no one has the right to contradict
their ideas. These and other diverse factors confirm the correctness
of the February 23 movement that started the Party on the road
it now follows.

Actually, with the birth of the February 23 movement, important
steps were taken toward the conversion to socialism especially
— and this is just an example — as far as the national exploitation
of oil is concerned. Syria thus came to be the first country of the







region that completely defied the oil monopolies, broke the im-
erialist vise, and began to exploit Its oil for its own purposes.
eriain other economic projects also indicate a socialist direction

as, foc example, the Euphrates'damn and all the agricultural instiiu-

tions that have been nationalized.

The oil monopolies, and the imperialist countries that support
these manopolies, consider the step Syria tock with respect to the
exploitation of ail a challenge, and have centered all their efforts
on destroying the government, but all the internal plots have
failec. These failures forced the imperialist countries to call upon
Israel’s services Thus the aggression of June 5 was their response
60 the Syrian defiance of the oil monopolies who made the most of
Israel’s expansionist objectives at the expense of the Arab home-
land.

What are (Be tactical.siralegic lines ihe BAAS Parly bas followed (o regain

the eccopied terzitories® Mo you deliere a pcaceful setllemen! s possible?

If we take into account the form in which the State of Israel
was established, we arrive at the conclusion that it was created
by force and is supported by world Zionism and by the imperialist
countries The State of Israel has been created through the expul-
sion of a1 entire people {rom its territory in order to make room
for a number of persons brought in from other parts of the world
with the intent of occupying that people's territory. [t must be
stressed ‘hat those who came 1rom other parts of the world to live
in Palestine did not do so simply to seek a livelihood but rather
were motivated by expansionist and imperialist ambitions, directed
against the Arab homeland. 1t is guite natural that a country with
exparsionist objectives will never accept what is called a “peaceful
solution.”

We are going to show that Israel has expansionist ambitions and
that i: has no interest in a “peacefu] solution.” [n 1817, for example,
more than 90% of the inhabitants of Palestine were Arab; there
were po more than 56 000 Jews in Palestine at that time, about half
of them immigrants who had fled ifrom FEurope because of the
persecutisns to which they had been subjected. The Arabs .in
Palestine at that time held 97.5% of the land, while the Jews held
the remaining 25.% During and after the 30 years of British
occupation of Palestine, the Jews only increased their holdings up
to 3.5% of the land of Palestine, even though the British Government
urged them to seize as much land as possible. And when in the
year 194%, England brought the Palestine ?uestion to the United
Nations, the Zionists had no more than 18% of the total land of
Palestine The great increase the Jews obtained — that is. from
2.5% to 18%C — was obtained by the Zionists directly through the
good offices of the British Government which iransferred this land
to their name. In spite of these truths, the United Nations recom-
mended the creation of a Jewish state in Palestine and approved
the further annexation to this state of some 54% of the remaining
land in tte territory of Palestine. Israel, for its part, took over more
than 80% of Palestinian territory. This expansion occurred before

May 15, 1948; in other words, before the British mandate officially
ended.

Israel’s method was to expel the Arabs living in the territories
it took by force. In this way, when the Staie of Israel was created,
there were more than a million refugee Arabs. From then on, Israel
continued expanding and expelling Arabs so that the numbers of
refugees increased. On many occasions tbe Zionists engaged 1n
terrible massacres to force the Arabs to flee from their lands. Israel
later crowned its ag%’essions by launching an attack against Egypt,
in cooperation with England and France. Israel continued commit-
ting systematic aggressions against all the neighboring Arab
countries and also began harassing the United Nations observers.
Among other actions, the Zionists are responsible for the killing
of the United Nations mediator and his militacy aid.

On top of all of this, it must be added that Israel imposed a
regime of racial discrimination agaiost the Arabs who remained
inthe country. More than 90% of these Arabs live in ghettoes and
under a military regime which con#rols their movements and pre-
vents them from traveling from one village to another without
prior permission. The children of these Arabs are deprived of
equal opportunities as far as education, jobs, and the right to
equal pay are concerned. But such racial discrimination applies
not only to the Arabs who live in [srael, but also to Jews them-
selves, for the Jews who come f{rom Arab countries and from
oriental areas are oppressed and persecuted in Israel Among the
most outstanding examples of discrimination against Jews is the
concentration of 11 000 immigrants from Turkey and Tripoli, a third
of whom live in 540 identical dwelling uniis, whose measurements
are no larger than 24 m’. Each one of these .identical cubicles is
designated for one family, without taking into consideration the
number of its members. Generally the families who live in these
units — and who at times may include more than ten or 12 persons
in each one — live on a salary no higher than 130°Israeli pounds.

Let us give an example of the discrimination that exists between
the Jew of European origin and the Jew of Mediterranean origin.
A Moroccan Jew came across a very easy way of demonstrating
the discrimination that exists there. This man sent out various
letters soliciting worx in a number of factories. In some of the
letters he put down that he was born in Poland, in others that he
was born in Morocco. The result was that in the replies to the
letters in which he had stated he was Morocean, the factory owner
was sorry but there were no vacancies; while the replies to the
lettirs in which he had said he was Polish invited him to come to
work.

There are many examples that can be offered to show that Israel
has expansionist ambitions and aggressive tendencies.

Let us talk about the aggression that Israel committed on June S.

* 1987, against more than one Arab country, occupying part of its

1 The lsracli pound i3 Quoted at $0.2357 US. (Ed. note)




territory and driving out still greater numbers of Arabs who then
became refugees. How could anyone think that after all this there
exists the possibility for a peaceful solution? Actually for us, what
is called a‘*'peaceful solution” is no more than a solution of capitula-
tion on our part, which would simply permit a new imposition.
For this reason we categorically reject any solution which is
imposed on us and which accepts the surrender of the territory
occupied by Israel.

We have followed a tactical-strategic line represented by armed
struggle and by the war of popular liberation. The political struggle
must serve the armed struggle. We do not believe there is any
other way to liberate our occupied lands. Many other peoples have
preceded us along this road, from the Cuban Revolution to the
Algerian Revolution and the current revolution in Viet-Nam., We
are convinced that we will reach victory following this road.

The BAAS Party has been the first in this region to propose
armed struggle to liberate the occupied territories. When we pro-
posed armed struggle, there was great opposition in atmost all the
Arab countries, but two years after the June 5 aggression, guerrilla
action has increased, has become a reality. and has beFun to develop
and to have a great influence on the inhabitants of the occupied
territories.

It is indisputable that the guerrilla action is an exceedingly
preoccupying reality for the Zionists and those who support them.
Although, finally, the popular war of liberation will be successful,
we still have a long way to go.

How do you reconcile the external war agaiast Zionism and imperiallsm,
and the istermal fight against the reactionary forces?

We really consider the battle to be between the progressive and
revolutionary forces, on the one hand, and against the forces of
imperial:sm, reaction, and Zionism on the other hand, since reac-
tion is a natural ally of imperialism just as much as of Zionism.
For this reason we believe the battle is one.

The fsct that we are focusing our battle against imperialism
and Zionism at this moment does not mean that we have forgotten
reaction; jt is simply that the circumstances of the battle many
times force a choice of fronts, but it goes without saying that we
consider imperialistn, Zionism, and reaction to be firm allies with
common interests, and that we do not in fact distinguish among
them. This means that the effective battle, the real strugEle against
Zionism, imperialism, and reaction cannot be undertaken all at
once, but the daily battle we wage against reaction continues. We
are not able, for example, to undertake an armed struggle simul-
taneously against Israel and against the reactionary regimes of
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Tunisia, and others. But our battle, I repeat,
our struggle against reaction is a constant struggle.

For us the revolution is indivisible. With respect to this point,
we conskier that the struggle of the Arab people is the same as
is being waged by the people of Africa, of Asia, and of Latin
America, because, like them, the Arab people are struggling against

imperialism. For this reason our relations with the ple of other
areas are very strong, as for example, with Korea, Viet-Nam, Cuba.
the African countries, and the entire liberation movement. But we
must strengthen these relations even jurther and we must coordi-
nate our forces to be able to reach our goal.

Zionls{ propaganda contends that the Palestinjiams plan 1o exterminate the
Jews, What can yom say about that?

Before anything else, we must make the distirction between
Zionism (which is nothing more than a reilection of Nazism) and
Judaism in its religious character. This very difference is recognized
by many Jews who are also opposed to Zionissn. We are against
Zionism but we have nothing against the Jews,

Going back a little in history, we can see that the Asabs and
the Jews lived together for centuries without having any problems
among themselves over racial questions. And never did Arabs mas-
sacre Jews, nor persecute them, nor throw them into the sea to
drown, as they say we are going to do now. Moreover, our point
of view, as BAAS militants and as Arabs at the same time, is:
we have no intention of harming anyone because he is a Jew.
We repeat that we are against Zionism.

Many persons of the Jewish religion live comfortably in all the
Arab countries and never have they been sukjected to any kind
of oppression or persecution. In Syria, we are disposed to give
the Jews a warm welcome, but not as Ziorists. We must make an
observation. Over many centuries, during which Jews were per-
secuted in Europe, a great number of them finally decided to
come to live in the Arab countries and many went to Palestine
because they knew they would have no problem there and could
live harmoniously with the Arabs. And it is very good to know
that we, the Arabs, traditionally and temperamentally, are ac-
customed to protecting the minorities who live among us. There
is more than one minority living among the Arabs but they all
enjoy the same rights as the majority: never has any type of
discrimination been practiced against them whether they are a
religious or a national minority. And perhaps we can say that
the presence of so many minorities among the Arab people is
precisely due to the fact that they are welcomed among us when
they have been oppressed in other countries and even in their own
countries.

Therefore, once the occupied territories have been liberated, once
the problem of Pa'estine has been resolved, we will make a distinc-
tion between the Zionists — who have come as invaders and ter-
rorists. and who have massacred and oppressed toth Arabs and
Jews in one way or another — and those who practice the Jewish
religion.

For we believe that once liberation has occurred. this problem
of Zionism and Jews will also be resolved so that the Jews who
want to live in Palestine or any place else can stay without the
slightest problem, while the Zionist invaders will be barred from
entering Palestine.




Buddha: the Struggle in
this World

Vvenerable Sato

features, is ldentified with and jolned 10 the shock of curvents and tendencles
regigtered within Istain and with the crisis affecting the Catholic Church and
Protestant sects throughout latin America, and also within the United States
itself. .

This phoamnenon, which is exrlained by the relationship rcligion-people-liber-
ation. hwlds particular Importance for the sirengihenh'g and development of the
revolutionary and anti-imperialiss movement throughaat the world X

The Venerable Sato, secretary-genecrsl of the Japanese Buddhists and 8n im-
portant figuore §n the Nichiren sect, granted Tricentinental an exclusive Interview
on the specific status of Buddhism, its origins, and its position In the Far East.

The Venexable Sato. who has spent 25 years activelv professing Buddhism, has
to his credit diff{fcult but very fruitful pllgrimages througn the regions of Southeast
Asia Wouaded in the Scecond World War (during which he was an enginecering
officer In the Japamesc Air Ferce). he has becn an outstanding personality in
the struggic against imperialst wars, for peacc and against impcerialisn. He has
parifcipated actively in all the Japanese people’'s struggles for the return of
Okinaws, :gainst e Japanese-North Amcrican Security ‘Trcaty and against the
resurgence of !mperiailsm and Japanese militarisn. g

Our interviewee [8 currently in charge of itic lereign relations section of the
Internationat Committee for the Continuation ef the Werld Confecrence of Re-
ligionists jor Pcace, and is a member of the Executive Board of the Japanese
Council Against A and H Bomdbs (Gensulkyo).

What i the situation withjn the Buddhist movement In the Far East?

I should begin by explaining the routes by which Buddhism was
extended through the world. This religion was created by Buddha,
in India, 2520 gears ago. There are three tendencies or principal

schools: Maha-yana, Vajra-yana or Lamaim, and Thera-wada or
Hina-yana.

Maha-yana, which believes in various re.ncarnstions of the
Buddha, was taken from northermn India, at¢coss 1he mountain
ranges, to China and Korea. Later it was transmitted to Japan
and Viet-Nam. This school is divided into varous denominations,
one of which, Vajra-yana, also called Lamaism, penetrated into
Tibet, Mongolia, and among the Buryat-INongol tribes. now part
of the Soviet Union.

Thera-wada or Hina-yana (which recognizes one Buddha, the
creator of the religion) went South, from Ind:a to Ceylon; to
Bunna, to the East, where it later went mmto Thailand, then into
Cambodia, and {finally into part of Malaya.

Thege branches, Thera-wada, Maha-yans, Vajce-yana-Lamaism.
are the three most important schocls of Buddhism.

We had contact with all these branches during the first and
second world conferences of clergy for peace, :n which there were
representatives of the various regions of Asia; the Soviet Buryat-
Mongols, Mongolia, China, Cambodia, Ceylon, Burma, and India.
The Vietnamesc Buddhists could not corme although we would
have liked for a representative of the Nstionil Liberation Front
to come. -

Our second world conference brought togethsr almost the entire
circle of Asian Buddhism. We agreed on a general declaration ap-
proved by all the delegates, including the Soviet and Chinese. Due
to differences, we postponed our third conference, but we maintain
communications with all Buddhist circles in Asta.

The Ceylonese Buddhists are the most liberal. They have broad
and democratic tendencies. Fcr that reason we wan!: to maintain
good relations with them. In Burma there is strict control of com-
munications and the Buddhists are very backward with respect
to democratic and revolutionary movements. Most of the Burmese
Buddhists are apolitical or even conservative. We have very little
contact with them. There are very few revolutionary and pro-
gressive Buddhists there.

Thailand is a monarchy with a cabinet which controls everything.
Buddhism is their state religion and is not independent, so that
all Buddhist monks are state supported; very few can be pro-
gressive. Those who would like to be are expelled from the order
and defrocked. For this reascn there are secular Buddhists who
are not officially able to practice. Lately there has been a great
deal of repression against the Buddhists in the North of Thailand;
it is directed against those who want to liberate themselves with
the help of the Patriotic FronL of Thailand. We haven't been able
to establish contact with them as yet.

In Malaya, the Buddhists are a minority. There are some Bud-
dhist circles in Irian and Kuala Lumpur, but they lean more to
the reactionary line. They talk about peace but collaborate fully
with the reactionary government and make no effort to establish




relations with the prcgrwive movement in Mealaya.

In Singapore, the Buddhists are almost all overseas Chinese
with business connections. Even here, however, there are revolu-
tionary activists among the laity though not among the Buddhist
monks.

In Indonesia, most of the Buddhisté were repressed or assassi-
nated during the counterrevolution. The majoiity of Buddhists,
many of those in the big delegation that attended our conference,
were executed. -

In Viet-Nam there is a strong Buddhist movement. We have
contact with the Association of United Buddhists, headed by Tic
Ten Ho, who is a member of the Central Comnmittee of the Nation-
al Liberation Front. We also have good relations with the Buddhists
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, where we have a delega-
tion right now.

We have had no contact with China since the caltural revolution.
There is no telegraphic communication. We have also lost contact
with the Maha-yanas and Vajra-yanas of Tibet.

As for Korea, in the South the Great Buddhist Association is
completely demoralized and is not undertaking revolutionary
activities; only the laymen, not the professiongls, are now with
the revolutionary movement. In the North we have contact with
the Buddhist [eague; on every occasion, they have wanted to send
delegations to our country, but the Japanese Government won't
allow them to come. And so in our conferences we have had repre-
sentatives from the Xorean Buddhist residents in fapan, with whom
we have good relations.

In India we have relations with the Neobuddhists, who total
more than six or seven million. The Neobuddhists are those
converted from the “untouchables.” Originally there were Hindu
untouchables (pariahs without any caste, according to Hindu re-
ligion) and now they have converted to Buddhism. The Buddhist
Indians call them Neobuddhists — and they are hated. But we
in our organization have sent many monks to iive among them.
We hope to convert them from their “untouchakility” to a higher
level of life; with an attitude of sympathy toward them we hope
to open their eyes to the extermal wonld. Never:heless they have
certain communalist attitudes which do not .ead to revolution nor
to a progressive society. We are trying to he:p them.

Eastern Pakistan has a Buddhist circle with whom we maintain
contact. But it is sleeping silently, maintaining its tranquil life
with very few problems in the State of Islam.

In Nepal there are two types of Buddhists: one, the Lamayahistas,
and the other, the Thera-wadas imported fraom Ceylon. The leader
of the Thera-wadas is the Buddhist monk Amuritamanda, who
came to the conference. He runs all around Asia, goes everywhere
with a pliable mind able to adapt to everything; he has no definite
political line but is nevertheless progressive.

As for Japan, I can tell you that pure Maha-yana Buddhism




has spread throughout the country and that ceriain characteristics
have been extracted from the original fortn and are being developed
in new denominations as history changes. During the 6th and 7th
centuries of our era, Buddhism was tightly under mperial rule.
Its sects were Sanrom, Kegon, and Hosso.

From the Tth to the 13th centuries. during the imgperial reign of
Kyoto in the city called Meian, capital of peace the Ten-dai sect,
which was imported from China, had its general gquarters to the
east of Kyoto and extended itself throughcut the country. The
Chinese called this sect Shin-tai. Another branch of the XKyoto
celigion is the Shin-gon sect, whkich is Vajra-yana or Lamaism, very
similar to the Thera-wada branch of world Buddhism. It was con-
sidered a mystic sect in both China and Japan. These two principal
denominations are the ones that existed in the Kyote era under
the imperial reign.

The feudal government of Kamakura in the 13th century, marked
the beginning of feudalism in Japan. The old Tenda and Shin-gon
sects were sponsored by the imperial family aand the nobles, but
the people, in their ordinary struggles, derived no benefits from
these sects. The common people had their own religion, easy to
guide the masses to Buddhism.

The Jodo sect of pure line cmerged during the eudal government
of Kamakura. Nothing is possible in this world, and after death,
one may be invited to achieve salvation by Adn:rvana Buddha, an
imaginary Buddha of whom it is said that he is the real Buddha
and the one that appeared on earth was no: real. so that Buddha
must be in another world where there is no suffering. The Jodo-
shin sect is its new form (shin means new) and kas many followers
in Japan. Its partissns say almost 40 million personms, just about
half the Japanese population, belong to it.

The-other tendency, the Zen sect, advises meditation for every-
one, wherever they may be, even in the midst of action. There
are three Zen denominations: Sodo, Rinzai, and Ohbaku.

The Nichiren sect also grew out of this and that is the one we
follow, which prefers meditation during action. The Nichiren sect
is the newest and dates from the year 1212. Now when this sect
was born, all the Buddhists were totally inactive and inaccessible
to the masses of people. They talked about the other world, not
this one in which people lived. They spoke of a pure eerth far
from this earth where we would go after death. With so many
denominations fighting each other, Nichiren sought the best way
to follow Buddha. He began to investigate all the writings and
found that Maha-yena was basic for what mus: be done, and he
began to question all the existing denominations and asked what
the Buddhist position should be. %{e insisted that Buddhism must
dedicate all its efforts to the salvation of this world; whatever
difficulties there might be, whatever pain and suifering might
be incurred, we have to'&urify it, eliminate it, make the world
happy as it ought to be. There were struggles among the various




Buddhist denominations and Nichiren insisted that Buddhism must
return to the original position Buddha had 25 centuries ago. That
is why the Buddhists who are not Maha-yanas are not very active
in their attitude toward the world.

Generally, Buddhism is in favor of eliminating the people’s
suffering; believes that by purifying one’s acts and thoughts one
purifies oneself and will no longer suffer. This type of approach
1s Thera-wada or Hina-yana and religiously observes the rule of
not doing this or that No error is allowed. Finally one becomes
pure..But one can become very inactive. For this reason it doesn’t
ofler people many benefits.

Maha-yana believes that this world full of suffering must be
changed into a vehicle in which everyone sits and is raised to a
happier earth but that earth is not the same as before, although
it is in the same world In the present world one sees many phe-
nomena Well, these phenomena must be converted into a fountain
of happiness. Suffering must be converted into happiness. The two
are only opposites, but through suffering we must improve our-
selves and make this suffering disappear. We must struggle to
conquer suffering. Because Thera-wada exists so that its follow-
ers remain more pure, more inactive, and also pure in their action
and deeds. One should never kill anyone, according to the Thera-
wada monks. One must not steal nor get drunk; these orders are
so complete that society lived according to them is very inactive.
In the Thera-wada country, the people are very mild and have
no desire to accomplish thin%: The Maha-yanas can commit many
eryors in practice. They can become angry when they see injustice
committed. The Thera-wada Buddhism says that one should not
become angry, that people will reap their own reward and that
the evil committed by a person will be suffered by that person.
Thus they isclate themselves from what is going on in other

laces. .

ow can you exphin simply the mixlure of Buddhism and Shintoism,
which is so significant in Japan?

National Shintoism is a very recent creation, it is not the tra-
ditional Shintoism at all. National Shintcism was formed after
the restoration of the Emperor brought about by Meiji 100 years
ago. It is the creation of nationalism, of feudal nationalism, im-
perialist nationalism, and exists solely for the Emperor. This is the
ideological background for imperialist Japan and many wars have
developed from this base. We must die for this. Then, when we are
dead on the battlefield, we are good.

This education continued for almost 100 years during which
Meiji ruled for 34, Taisho for 15, and Ansoa for 44. These 100 years
were the period in which nationalist Shintoism was born, grew,
prospered, collapsed, and reestablished itself by force. There was
complete suppression of other religions under nationalist Shinto-
ism. Shintoism is not a soft religion and there is no resistance
against it in government circles. They accept it naturally. For
this reason, you always see a Buddhist altar and, at its side, a

small Shintoist shrine. The children are asked to give homage
first at the Shintoist shrine, then 1o bow at the Buddhist altar
before breakfast. This was the general education in prewar days.
And so every Buddhist has to be Shintoist as well. The Christians
resisted this, even at the beginning, because Christianity is not a
religicn that adapts easily. Buddhism is a very soft religion that
can adapt to anything, whatever comes alorg it can accept.
This has been the attitude of Buddhists up to now. Not
all, of course; there have been priests and foliowers among the
Buddhists who have warned of the dangers in this tendency. So
some have resisted nationalist Shintoismm. Many Nichiren priests
resisted this policy.

What is the relationship of Buddhism to the ruling class of Asia today?

As far as that is concerned, state-controlled and supported
Buddhism exists throughout Burma, Thailand, Laos, and Cam-
bodia. In Ceylon it is independent. In Nepal it s independent. In
Pakistan, India, Korea, and China it is also independent. In Japan
it is completely independent. In Thailand, Burma, Laos, and
Cambodia — Laos no longer — the state-suppcrted religions are
suffering. We oppose state control of religion. In Burma, 80% of
the population is Buddhist; in Thailand, almost 100%, let's say
95%; in Laos, 80 and in Cambodia, 100%; Viet-Nam. about 70%:;
in Malaysia, very few, 10%; in Pakistan, let's say zero; in India,
about six million, perhaps 10% or something like that.’

In Thailand, there are monks who work for the revolution. but
they are arrested, defrocked, executed. In Burma, similar things
occur, but Ne Win does not speak in favor of Buddhism, the govern-
ment doesn’t want to get mixed up in religious maiters. In Nepal,
religion is totally state-run and there is no cther ideology. In
Japan, we have been under the patronage of imperial governments
during the period of Kyoto and Nara, while in the Kamakura and
subsequent periods, when the feudalists controlled Japan, they
used the Buddbist centers, with the help of other organizations,
to register births and deaths, for schools, orphanages, and asylums
for the aged. These organizations are maintained on the basis of
feudal patronage. The governments maintain these Buddhist or-
ganizations and give them economic support as long as the Bud-
dhist priests act in accordance with their desires. This has been the
norm established in our country since the feudal epoch, and be-
ginning new sects have been suppressed by government order.
The active and progressive Buddhists in Japan belong chiefly to
the Nichiren and Jodo sects. The other sects are extremely con-
servative and have been neutralized by the groups in power. Im-
perialism utilized nationalist Shintoissn against Buddhism to er-
radicate the Buddhist influence.

How does Buddhlsm relate its coaviction or philosophic principles to the
liberation movements in Southeast Asia, to the anil-imperialist move-
ment in Japan and other parts of the Far East and how does the
Buddhist worid geperally view the actions of the Sonth Viet- Nam Buddhists
:rého ha;';”becn very active in the armed struggte against United States




In the first place, the Buddhist philosophy is for peace. Buddha
himself was called the Prince of Peace. Our philosophy is com-
pletely for peace, we know who is destroying peace in the world
today and we can distinguish between the crim:nal and the victims.
The Vietnamese people are the best example for us. In Viet-Nam
the majority of Buddhists are against imperialism. And this has
provided an impulse for the growth of certain anti-imperialist
tendencies in other countries — in Thailand, Burma, Indonesia —
but in Indonesia the Buddhists fell and I believe they have been
totally exterminated. In Burma they are strictly isolated by the
government and we have difficulty finding out what the real
situation is. In Thailand, when we go there, we do so under dif-
ficult circumstances because of the Thailand authorities. The Bud-
dhists there cannot leave their country without a passport
authorized by the reactionary government so that their relations
have been almost destroyed and it is only through European chan-
nels via I.aos and China that they are able to do anything. Cam-
bodia also is somewhat isolated and the government won't allow
any Buddhist delegation to travel abroad.

In Japan there are also some difficult points — we believe it
is difficult to talk about tnis to the mass of Buddhist followers. The
word ‘“peace” is a beautiful word. But one has to fight to make
peace or t6 maintain it. It is necessary to distinguish between those
who destroy peace and those who defend it. This is how we are
letting the mass of followers know who are the criminals — the im-
perialist criminals. When the war of aggression against Viet-Nam
began, there were certain peace slogans about Viet-Nam. These
slogans did not distinguish between those who attacked and those
who suffered. We did not consider them correct. We have to say
more. We have to oppose the war of aggression and support the
Vietnamese people. This commitment is deeply rooted in Buddhist
circles. And we can now extend our movemen{ within these Bud-
dhist circles.

The Vietname¢se Buddhists were brought into Viet-Nam by the
Chinese Government from the South of China..From the very
beginning, these Buddhists acted heroically and patriotically. The
Buddhist priests that had been brought by the Chinese conquerors
deserted them; for this reason Buddhism in Viet-Nam is very
independent and nationalistic. At the same time the Vietnamese
Buddhists are extremely faithful to the teachings of Buddha and
from a nationalist point of view, they have always been very united
in just one sect. Consequently they have been abie to undertake
united actions ’in a very organized fashion. Moreover, when the
French colonialists arrived in Viet-Nam they brought Catholicism
with them and tried to impose it on the population, but the Viet-
namese hated this religion. The Buddhists aiso opposed Catholicism
and, of course, the colonialists so that it was natural, when the
national liberation campaign began, to make the Buddhists a part
of it. In summary, the Vietnamese Buddhists have been courageous

and patriotic from the beginning. They are very united and have
succeeded in escaping extermination. They were solidly against the
French colonialists’ Catholic propaganda and only a few supported
them.

Now that the Vietnamese are fighting with determination against
the United States, the Buddhists are a part of that fight. More
than 75% of the population of South Viet-Nam is in liberated areas
in which there is freedom to follow one's faith. Even where they
are under the yoke of the colonialists and the puppet government,
in the occupied zones, Buddhists are a part of the fight their
brothers are waging in the liberated areas. As is natural, there
are very close relations between the two areas, and they col-
laborate fully with the National Liberation Front. In this great
enterprise, the Buddhists are converting their temples into active
political centers.

We have already invited a delegation of Bucdhists from the
National Buddhists Association of the Democrstic Republic of
Viet-Nam and we also expect a visit from members of the National
Liberation Front.

But in Thailand and Laos, as [ mentioned previously, the Bud-
dhists were actually under state patronage, which meant that the
slightest deviation from the government’s political position would
result in their total extermination. For this reason the liberation
movements in Thailand ard Laos will have to tske the first for-
ward steps and let the Buddhist forces feel they can be secure
under their influencey then these forces will understand that it
is preferable to follow the course of the liberation movement
than to continue to accept government protection. It is evident that,
for these reasons, they will need more time to free themselves
from such rigid controls as those that exist in Thailand and Laos.
Naturally, in the liberated areas of Laos, the Buddhists are work-
ing with the liberation forces and a large number of Buddhist
leaders have been collaborating closely with the liberation move-
ment; it should be remembered that, among the Buddhists with
leftist tendencies, there are many different points of view which
prevent their unified support of any single progressive idea.

In Japan the Buddhists have been controlied by the feudalists
for the past 100 years, and after every revolution in Asia this
control was reestablished; a great number of Buddhists have been
persecuted, many Buddhist temples have been closed, and a con-
siderable number of monks have been separated from their follow-
ers. The progressive monks in Japan belong to two sects that have
joined the vanguard and with whom we are in complete accord.

As for imperialist penetration in the Far East, we are definitely
against North American imperialism and its colonial and neo-
colonial policies, which are endangering the existence of Buddhist
congregations in several Southeast Asian countries. We also want
to join with all other Buddhists, and not only Buddhists but with
other religions outside of Asia, to bolster our combined forces



through a wide exchange of views, and to fully investigate the
imperialist situation under which Buddhists ere forced to live,

For example, the imperialists want to wse the Buddhists for
their own ends, which means we must be alert and vigilant against
them. We have an example: singers came with the Christian
Crusade and Billy Graham and asked for an interview with the
Christian Society here in order to obtain its support for the North
American cause Other similar things have happened to Buddhists.
Once we had a visit from a reactionary Buddhist leader from South
Viet-Nam, living in Saigon, who tried to divide the struggle against
Nortk American imperialism. This individual went to Japan, [
believe i1 was two years ago, and tried to call an Asian conference
of Buddhists under the sponsorship of his resctionary faction, led
by the Viet-Nam Buddhists from Saigon. But since we were alert
we were able to detect his aims immediately and even before he

ot to Japan we had advised the top hierarchical authorities in

apan not to give him their support. At first they received him
and planned to welcome the delegation this reactionary leader
brought with him. But after our information reached the Bud-
dhists -his trip becarne totally useless and he couldn’t accomplish
anything in Japan. So he continued on to South Korea, where he
also wanted to gain the support of the Kcrean Buddhists*for his
reactionary group in South Viet-Nam. Apparently they were less
vigilant there, less concerned than our Buddhists here, for they
allowed him to be favorably received.

We hope to organize a Third World Religious Conference in the
near future, although not this year nor next. We hope that this
conference will be highly successful not only as a conference of
Buddhists but as an international confererce of all religions that
support peace; which is why we are following the broadest pos-
sible organizational appreach.

Concerning social justice and how to obtain it, the Buddhists
have a long way to go on this point, before social justice prevails
in our society. But our position can be joined to other positions
concerning pesce and justice. Our peace program can take on such
slogans as “do not kill nor permit others 10 kill.” These rules of
conduct can be observed instead of letting justice and injustice
battie among themselves verbally. We must make words mean
simply what they say. We must declare ourselves in favor of justice
and not injustice. It is as easy as that. 1t is very easy to judge,
but there are various means for achieving justice in a society, just
as there are various Buddhist denominations.

As for ourselves, we must confront fully the suffering of the
people and work to change life on this earth; we cannot con-
centrate only on prayers for a better life in a future life, in another
existence, in another world, without trying to achieve peace. and
happiness in this world. Then we will be able to find a common
base on which to work together with other groups and organ-
izations,
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Dr. Zouayen’sVisit

During its rooent visit in Cuba, a delegation
of the Arab Sacialist BAAS Parly of Syris.
beaded by Yousse! ZouaYen, member of
the Reglonal and Inter-Arab directorate of
this organizatior. was received by the
Exccutive Sccretarist of OSPAAAL.

On this occasion, Zouayen made a report
which included various aspects of the
situatjon in the Middle Eacl, and answered
questions of th= members of the Exccutive
Secrctariat of OSPAAAL covcerning tho
position of the BAAS Parly wilh respect
to the results of the Arab summilt con-
ference held in Rabat, the political changes
in Libya., Sudan, and Southcrmm Yemen,
the solldarity of the Arad Socialist Party
with the Pslestine Uberation movement.
and other important topics relatirg to the
strugBle agminst Zionisn.

The BAAS delegation which visited
Cuba at the invitation of th: Communist
Party, also Included Moujalli Nassarouine.
chief of the Organization and Mlaison
Committee o1 the National Command;
Gouheil Alsamman, member of the Re-
gional Command; as well as Adel Nalssd,
Ratcb Yassin, and Mahmoud Abdellah.

The following is a summary of what
Comzade Zougyen said,

In THE NAMR of the Arab Socialist

BAAS Party and the Arab people

1 wish to express greetings and
gratitude fcr the opportunity you
have given us to be here with you
to talk about the peoples’ libera-
tion struggle and to present a pic-
ture of what is actually taking
place in Arab territory.

The events that are taking place
in Palestinian territory mark the
true beginning of the liberation
struggle of the Arab fatherland.
The cormmandos fighting there
against the Israeli aggressor, who
represents the spearhead of imperi-
alism in our land, are assured of
victory with the aid and solidarity
of the peoples.

From all sides and in every form
of expression, imperialism, headed
by the United States, guarantees
Israel the most modern and diverse
armaments. Our people suffer daily
bombing by modern arms that
Washington has made available to
Israel. This proves the imperialist
alliance with Zionism for aggressive
ends. In the face of these maneuver-
ings, we simply record that the
Arab liberation movement has be-
gun armed struggle and will not
cease until it eliminates imperialism




from our land.

The BAAS Party has called for
armed struggle to expel from our
territory all aggressors and every
vestige of colonialism. It is true that
each day comarades from the Party,
from the people, are Xilled, but
this is the road of struggle and there
is no other. The great examples of
Cuba, Viet-Nam, Korea, and Algeria
demonstrate that there is no road
other than armed struggle.

In relation to the pledge of armed
struggle, we can say that the BAAS
Party has been carrying this out
very effectively for a year. For
example, in the future it will not
be possible to become a party mem-
ber without participating in the
armed struggle. Thus you can clear-
ly judge how the Party fulfills and
develops its program of armed
struggle.

Referring now to our contribu-
tion to the Palestine revolution,
which we consider to be an integral
part of the Arab revolutionary
movement, we must note that the
organization of the Palestinian
forces which operate today in the
territories occupied by Israel began
in Syria in 1965.

At the outset it has to be brought
out clearly that we do not consider
our position to be one of aid to the
Palestinian  revolutionary move-
ment, but rather one of direct and
effective participation in the armed
struggle and in the delivery of
equipment and matériel. The Arab
Socialist Party maintains that

the struggle in Palestine concerns
wot only the Palestine people, but is
a general struggle of all the Arab
peoples and the Arab liberation
movement which began in Palestine
and will be concluded in the entire
Azrab fathesland

With respect to the Arab summit
conference held last December in
Rabat, Morocco, we must begin by
pcinting out that the Arab Socialist
BAAS Party has maintained a firm
ideological position ‘concerning this
type of corference which began to
be held in 1964; we do not believe
that such conferences, set up along
diplornatic lines, are capable of re-
placing the national liberation
movements

The position of our Party with
respect to summit Arab conferences
became still more firm after Feb-
ruacy 23 of 1966 when thg BAAS
political line was clarified.

The solu:ion of the conflict in the
Middle East depends on the con-
frontation of the Arab people with
imperialism and world® Zionism,
which have the same strategy. We
cannot make distinctions between
imperialism and Zionism because
Israel is a base in the service of the
imperialists and colonialists in Arab
territory.

It has to be realized that the ma-
jority of the pilots who bombard our
territory and our cities and assas-
sinate the people are from the
United States. All the planes, and
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among therzr the Phantoms lately
sent to Isreel, are of North Amer-
ican construction.

1 shouid like ta ask whether the
liberation rmovemnent can, by diplo-
matic or peaceful means, resolve its
problems with colonialism, headed
by the United States. It is a question
of a hard and long {ight, during
which the important thing is that
wet must be at the level of respon-
sibility necessary to be able to fight
against imperialism and defeat it.

Imperialism and colonialism have
developed their own methods of ag-
gression against the peoples. I can
assure you that it will not be strange
to see the United States participa-
ting directly with Israel in the
future, in aggression against the
Arabs.

The BAAS Party has succeeded
in simultareously undertaking the
tasks of Syria’s economic develop-
ment and meefing the investments
necessary fior the defense of our ter-
ritory in the face of Zionist aggres-
sions and the costs of aid for the
struggle of the Palestinians for the
recuperaticn of their ooccupied
lands.

The program for revolution elab-
orated by our Party after the move-
ment of February 23, 1966, in which
the rightis: positions of the BAAS
Party were corrected, has played a
determining role in the fulfillment
of these tasks The fundamental ob-
jective of this program is to con-

struct an economic base which will
transformn the social structure and
to establish new relationships in
production so that the structure of
the regime can support ard face a
very long struggle.

Economically, we have succeeded
in meeting a five-year plan which
will be corcluded this year. At the
same time, the large industries-in
Syria belong to the state, almost
90% of foreign trade is govern-
mental and the same is true of the
%‘eat portion of internal commerce,

ere have also been great advan-
ces in the construction of sources of
electric energy and state exploita-
tion of oil is successful, Syria is the
only Arab state in which the exploi-
tation of the sources of hydrocarbon
serve genuine national interests and
there is. no interference from for-
eign industries.

In Syria's case, the nationaliza-
tion of oil has great significance
because Arab land is on top of a
sea of oil but this fuel is never-
theless exploited by international
monopolies.

At the same time, the steps taken
in the development of agriculture
are important. In our country, the
stage of land distribution to the
peasants is now concluded and this
year collective work in agricultural
production has begun. Another out-
standing work is the reconstruction
of the Syrian armed forces. All these
accomplishments have been made
within a stable and organiaed oper-
ation and were able to be achieved

through the aid of the friendly
progressive countries,

Another aspect we wish to refer
to is that of the principles on which
our relations with the revolutionary
organizations of the African conti-
nent and the rest of the world are
based, We ‘understand that the lib-
eration movements of the whole
world have the same nature,
although the objective circumstan-
ces can differ one from another.
Nevertheless imperialism is always
the same and for this reason our
enemy is the same.

This point of view guides our
relations with the other national
liberation movements in Africa and
we awzit the day on which there
wil] exist full coordination among
all the liberation movements of
Africa, Asia, and Latin America,
about which we have no doubt.

On the other hard, the changes
that have taken place in Libya, Su-
dan, and Southern Yemen are seen
by the Arab Socialiss BAAS Party
as a true step toward advancing the
Arab liberation movement. The rev-
olution in Libya, for example, has
ended the reactionary regime; we
know that Southern Yemen was a
British colony and is now a free
country and that the same thing is
occurring in Sudan,

We believe — as I said earlier —
that the nature of the liberation
movement throughout the world is
that of a people’s movement and
that its development is growing and
adapting itself to the revolution In

this case the objective of every
Frogressive cegime is to wage the
campsign against imperialism and
colonialistm and to make the cor-
respording transformations. These
two operations go together and we
cannot separate them. because
logically, the reactionary regimes
cannot coafront cither imperialism
or ccloniajism,

The situation of the Palestinian
commandcs in Lebanon cannot be
dismissed. The government of that
counity tried to expel] the Palestin-
ian fighters from Lebanese ter-
ritory, but the people prevented it.
In any case we do not believe that
the Beirut government is going to
abandon iis proposal to wipe out
the Palest:nian armed struggle in
Lebanon. The commandos are nev-
ertheless continuing their struggle
and maintain close relations with
the Il.ebanese people because both
know that one part of the same
liberation struggle will develop in
Lebanon,

In Jordan, meanwhile, the pop-
ular masses are actually at a rev-
olutionary stage which will lead to
the application of effective armed
struggle. This does not mean that
we rninimlze the position of the
Jordanian soldiers and officials, and
of the Jordanian people in army
ranks, since each day they actually
practice this struggle in order to
defend themselves against aggres-

sion,
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Santo Domingo:
the Voice of Rifles

WITH CLEAR memories of its violent
past, the Dominican Republic is
again living in a turbulent atmos-
phere prior to the consummation of
a new electoral farce in the country.

This excitation is reflected with
more eloguent characteristics in the
increase of tension in the capital,
Santo Domingo, which scarcely five

years ago was a battlefield against
a foreign army,

The basis of the dispute now cen-
ters on the aspirations of President
Joaquin Balaguer who has the sup-
port of a powerful section of the
Armed Forces, to succeed himself.

The nq less avid cravings of the
other right wing groups, have sharp-
ened the simmering political situa-
tion to the point where a military
solution to the crisi¥ cannot be
overlooked.

At the base of this drama which
seems to be nearing, is the ominous
memory of one of the bloodiest
chapters of the last four decades of
Dominican history: the Yankee
military intervention which, with

its sequel of hundreds of dead,left
a positive balance sheet in the polit-
ical consciousness of the people. The
most frequently heard phrase today
in the old streets of Santo Domingo
which witnessed the heroic action
of the constitutionalist commandos,
is: “another 24th of April can take
place.”

A Bit of History

On April 24, 1965, a people’s
movement flared up in Santo Do-
mingo which overthrew the regime
established by the coup of Septem-
ber 1963. Its principal demand was
the restoration of the Constitution
promulgated during the government
of Juan Bosch, and the latter’s re-
turn to the country.

For the second time in 4l years,
the Yankee imperialists landed their
troops in the Dominican capital
where, four days later, on April 28,
Washington decided it was conven-
lent to its interests to aid the mili-
tary faction which the people were
defeating after expelling the cor-
rupt triumvirate headed by Donald
Reid Cabral.

Nevertheless, it can be stated that
the 42000 Yankee Marines armed
to the teeth and seconded by puppet
soldiers from Brazil, Paraguay, Hon-
duras, Nicaragua, and the nine Cos-
ta Rican cops, were incapable of
forcing the people's constitutionalist
movement to lay down their arms.

The rebellion was snuffed out
later, when at the negotiating table,
a provisional sell.out government
was imposed on the people which
oaened the way for the neo-Tru-
jtlloist regime of Balaguer.

It will be five years since the
invasion, and still this tiny country
of 4.5 million inhabitants suffers
under the boot of interyention ex-
ercised by the Balaguer regime, the
North American Rangers, the
“Peace Corps,” the Green Berets

:‘!l)idi the agents of the CIA and the

Balaguer’s contribution to the
mainienance of this situation has
been invaluable - to imperialism.
Since his installation by means of
the fraudulent 1966 elections, there
have been systematic assassinations
of opponeats, torturing in prisons
crammed with political prisoners,
repression against the independent
trade unions and the press, as well
as other abuses.

A former loyal Trujilloist func-
tionaty (popular ingenuity desig-
nates him the “widow” of Trujillo%,
Balaguer has dedicated these three
years of his mandate to liping up
the necessary means of maintaining
himself in power beyond 1970. The
elections are set for next May 16.

In August of 1966, after changing
an article which prohibited reelec-
tion, Balaguer made surprise elec-
toral visits in various parts of the
country, ailways surrounded by the
military as a Praetorian Guard.

With the same aim, he ordered
strategic c¢hanges in the military
command to place his confidence
men in key posts, starting a
growing ill-will among the displaced
officers ard former allies. But it
was only in the Air Force that
Balaguer’s maneuvers were unsuc-
cessful,

The years of Balaguer’s gov-
ernment have served to permit a
reinforcement of North American
capital penetration, which controls
the principal basic industries of the
country, especially sugar and
the national resources exploited
from Trujillo’s time.

Actually, this did not. surprise
anyone. Everyone knew very well
who Balaguer was. And those who
did not know him, could refer to
the speech he made on June 2, 1961,




at the funeral of the dead dictator
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo:

Dear leader, goodby. Your spiri-
tual sons, veterans of the cam-
paigns that you led for more
than thirty years to aggrandize
andstabilize the fatherland, will
regard your tomb as a high sym-
bol. Never will we permit any
man to extinguish the flame that
you lit at the altars of the Re-
public and in the souls of all Do-
minicans.

As far as internal order is con-
cerned, Balaguer has maintained
intact the archaic economic and
social structures

The “spititual sor’ of Trujillo
began an agricultural program
which official propaganda labeled
“agrarian reform.” The official
organizations say that §0 to 70
families are settled on land:weekly.
But the opposition forces an-
nounced that this figure represents
scarcely 17 500 persons a year when
the demographic growth is some
200 000. Of course these settlements
have been made on arid land in
order not to affect the considerable
power that the latifundists retain
in Dominican society. The press
continuously reports the occupation
of land by peasanf{s overwhelmed
by misery, as well as the conse-
quent repressive actions of the army
to dislodge them from the property
of the huge landowners. '

For their part the other candi-
dates of the right proceed to con-
duct their electoral campaign within
the area left to them by Bala-
guer, who controls all the sources
of power, in order to legalize fraud,
coercion, and bribery which will be
a part of this new 'electoral pro-
cess.”

One of the aspirants, Vice-Presi-
dent Francisco Augusto Lora, has

e

promoted a split in the Reformist
Party (PR) which is in power, after
Balaguer betrayed him by failing
10 fulfill an agreement made in the
last electoral farce. Lora, organizer
of the PR, {eels offended by the
uncontrollable appetite of his old
comrade-in-agreements, in whose
favor he handed over the entire
pariy machimery in 1966, in ex-
change for the promise that Bala-
guer would retire and support him
in turn, in 1970,

In the internal battle among the
"‘reformists,” Balaguer holds the up-
per hand, indubitably, at least up
to now. With purges of certain na-
tional and local leaders of the PR
who oppose his reelection, he has
managed to secure control of the
party machinery, an essential fac-
tor in comsolidating his position.
Nevertheless, a dangerous breach
within the official party has been
opened.

The first party to name a candi-
date offic:ally was the so-called
“Quisqueyano Democratico” (PQD),
which is only a symbol and whose
actual streagth comes from the rest-
less military quartered in the old

_aerial basa of San [sidro, whose ti-

tular head was the ultra-rightist
ex-general Elias Wessin y Wessin.

In the pages of Wessin y Wessin’s
service to imperialism his participa-
tion in the military uprising that
overthrew Bosch in September 1963
stands out, and especially his role as
leader of the reactionary troops that
coanfronted the patriotic constitu-
tionalist troops led by Colonel Fran-
cisco Caamano Dendé in the spring
of 1968.

When the fight between Balaguer
and Ldra for the presidential nom-
ination worsened recently, with the
exchange of insults and accusations,
Wessin did not hesitate to threaten
the possibility of a coup d’etat if the
plans of the current president to

succeed himself ar2 consummated.

Another presidential hopeful is
the ex-ambassador to Washington,
Heéctor Garcia Godoy, true repre-
sentative of the landowners’ oligar-
chy in Santo Domingo, proposed by
the Yovement for National Concilia-
tion.

Garcia Godoy lent himself to
the North American farce of the
“reconstruction” guvernment prior
to the spurious elections which,
organized by the OAS and counter-
revotutionary Cubans, arranged the
tniumph of Balaguer. During his
short period as governor, he began
the wave of assassinations of for-
mer constitutionalist fighters who,
in contrast to the military leaders
most in evidence in the April rebel-
lion, were not sent abroad on diplo-
matic missions.

The oificial leadership of the Do-
minican Revolutionary Party (PRD)
which represents the liberal Domin-
ican petite bourgecisie favoring a
type of national capitalism,for some
months now has declared itself op-
posed to participation in the elec-
tions, given the climate of terror
unleashed by Balaguer’s henchmen.

The Pcsition of Bosch

Ex-President Juan Bosch has
lived for years exiled in Spain after
the failure of his government’s re-
formist trial. There he developed
his well-known thesis on dictator-
ship with popular support.

Bosch said a short while ago that
he had definitively broken with so-
called representative democracy,
and announced that his doctrine
sought the construction of a society
of managers, the State, and workers,
in order to liquidate the power of
the oligarchies,

Bosch maintains that the internal
cnemy of .the Latin-American peo-

l¢c is made up of the oligarchies al-
fed with imperialism (or with

pentagonisme, according to his de-
{inition). The dictatorship with pop-
n'ar support, according to the the-
sis of its mentor, would nationalize
the imcusiries of those members of
the national bourgeoisie who op-
posed its installation or who acted
ta overthrow it after it was estab-
Jishec.

The ex-President hopes to convert
his thesis into the platform of the
party after its discussion at the base
of the party.

The well.known saying goes “’tis
111 talking of halters in the house of
a man that was hanged,” and the
Boschists® thesis has had undeniable
repurcussions. The first to react was
Balaguer himself who intensified
*he systernatic repression against the
activities of the PRD. In a speech,
he stated in a menacing fashion that
the government could not any long-
er postpone reaction to these state-
meats which, he said, favor the im-
plant:ng of 2 new dictatorial regime
on the country.

The Phantom of the Guerrillas

In recent weeks a new and dis-
turbing factor has been added to the
tense situation in the country Mixed
patro’s of army and police were
sent to the mountainous zone of the
southwestern province of Barahona,
following rumors of the existence of
guerr:lla groups.

The special troops, trained by the
North American military mission,
combed the hills of Ciénaga, Parai-
so, and Guazara in search of the
supposed insurgents. Previously the
newspaper El Popular reported that
large miliiary contingents were pa-
trolling beaches and other possible
landing sites, to avoid the entry into
the country of arms acquired by the
left parties.

Meanwhile, the Dominican econ-




omy, very dependent on foreign
capital, continues to decline, in con-
irast to the. optimistic announce-
ment of governmental representa-
tives. They try to confuse pubtlic
opinion by making fallacious com-
parisons about what exists today in
relation to the period in which the
country sulfered its major economic
and political crisis,

Reality has taken charge of rebut-
ting the arguments of these song-
birds of prosperity under Bala%uer-
ist control. Day by day long lines
of unemployed form in front of the
National Palace in the vain hope of
work or some state subsistence that
never arrives. Recent estimates in-
dicate that the Dominican Republic
is one of the Latin-American coun-
tries with the highest level of
unemployment. The number of un-
employment is calculated at 200 000,
a figure which represents almost
one fifth of the active population.
This grave occupational situation is
the cause of other more dramatic
problems. Close to 90% of the pop-
ulation lives in hunger and misery
and some 300 children die annually
of malnutrition.

The Future

The best of the Dominican popu-
lation has not remained impassive
in the face of this situation. Com-
mando-style actions-are taking place
consisting basically in attacks
against police wvehicles or police
patrol, attacks against government
offices, burning of official automo-
biles, etc.

The Dominican rebellion is rep-
resented fundamentally by the
students who, on the occasion of the
visit of Nelson Rockefeller to Sen-
to Domingo, took to the streets to
express their opposition to the im-
perial ambassador. With banners

reading “Get out Rockefeller” and
“Fight for independence and li-
berty,” hundreds of young people
confronted the police forces who
ran, arms in band, through Independ-
ence Square after the demonstra-
tors. The resuit of the repression
was four dead, several wounded,
and hundreds arrested.

But Balaguer's anger against the
student movement did not stop
there. Frequently the Dominican
police break into secondary schools,
beating teachers and students and
destroying valuable installations.
This has won him the title of “pub-
lic enemy number one” of national
education. The principal center of
activity is the Autonomous Univer-
sity of Santo Domingo. In its envi-
rons more than one student has fal-
len dead of bullets fired iz the
almost routine attacks of the police,
who always allege that they go in
segrch of arms and subversive ma-
terial.

This is the present picture of the
Dominican Republic whose people
they want {o relegate to the option
of a Lora, a Wessin, a Garcia Godoy,
or a Balaguer. However, it cannot
be forgotten that the Dominican
population “is not the ssme as that
of the sinister Trujido decades,
above all since the Yankee military
intervention.

While the military continue deli-
berating in its barracks, the can-
didates proceed to insult each other,
and Balaguer develops terrorism as
a method of reelection, magy Domi-
nicans who keep the arms captured
from theinvader, prepare conditions
for the moment in which the peo-
ple’s voice can make itself. heard
from the mouth of their rifles.

The first shots were fired in mid-
day of April 1965. The last might be
heard any evening in Santo Domin-
go, in Santiago de los Caballercs, or
in the mountains.

On the Death of
Antonio Avila

Tuis past December 28, comrade An-
tonio Avila Barrios, Venezuelan
delegate to the Executive Secretar-
iat of OSPAAAL, died in Cuba.
Imprisonments, persecution, exile, a
constant battle against the enemies
of his people, characterized the po-
litical life of comrade Avila, who
was born 47 years ago, on May 9,
1922, in Puerto Piritu, Anzoitegui,
member of a peasant family. From
the first years of his youth, Fran-
cisco Gonzélez, as he was known in
revolutionary circles, participated in
the people’s struggles in Venezuela.

After a hard stru%gle during
which he held various jobs and knew
with his own flesh the exploitation
of which the Venezuelan workers

are victims, he dedicrted a long
period of his life to the workers’
movement. Among his accomplish-
ments was the founding of the
Longshoremen’s Union of Guaira, in
whose headguarters he was arrested
for the first time, during a union
assembly. His trade union activity
also included the Milling and Con-
struction sectors, as well as the
establishment of the sugar workers’
syndicate,

Fully incorporated into the Vene-
zuelan trade union movement, he
was the object of a tenacious per-
secution by the repressive bodies of
the regime of General Eleazar Loé-
pez Conireras, whose rule was char-
acterized by its complete surrender
to the North American oil mono-
polies. In this period Standard Oil
of New York obtained concessions
of a million hectares.

In 1941 Loépez Contreras was re-
B}aced as head cf the regime by his

inister of Defense, General Isaias




Nedina Angarita. At this stage, Avi.
la Barrios participated in the found-:
ing of the Democratic Action Party
(AD), which was then an organiza.
tion with a strong popular base, and
participated in the actions which, in
1945, culminated in the overthrow
of .General Medina Angarita. Com-
rades of Avila Barrios relate that he
was among the first in the taking
of the Palace of Miraflores.

The struggle against the dictator-
ship of Marcos Pérez Jiménez landed
him in jail on several occasions. He
was in San Juan de los Muros prison
for five years until 1965, when he
was expelled to Havana where he
arrived in November of that same
year- With the landing of the expe-
ditionary force headed by Fidel Cas-
tro from the vacht Granma on
December 2, 1956, the Batista au-
thorities arrested him and put him
in Tiscornia prison, Later, on De-
cember 15 of the same year, he was
expelled from Cuba and sent to
Costa Rica.

After a long pilgrimage through
Central American countries, he
returned to Venezuela in January
of 1958, following the overthrow of
Pérez Jiménez. Once there he again
took up his trade union activities:
first, as Secretary-General of the
Syndicate of Workers of the state
of Miranda and later, as President
of the United Confederation of Ven-
ezuclan Workers (CUTV) in Ciu-
dad Bolivar.

With Democratic Action’s rise to
power in December of 1958, the
illusions and hopes of its best ele.
ments were shattered. Antonio
Avila Barrios was among the mili.
tants of the left wing of AD who
understood immediately that the
government of Romulo Betancourt,
far from representing the interests
of the Venezuelan people, was a
defender in the pay of North Amer-
ican imperialism.

His ties with AD broken, he be-
came a member of the Ileader-
ship of the Movement of the Rev-
olutionary Left (MIR). Persecuted

by the Betiaucourt regime and later
by that of Raul Leoni, he never for
an instant ceased his struggle within
the liberaticn movement. From
within the ranks of MIR and espe-
cially from within its trade union
sector, he continued fighting against
impecialism and the Venezuelan
oligarchy.

In 1965 a cardiac attack halted
his revolutionary activity but only
a few months later he rejoined the
struggle with the same ardor and
militancy as always, although his
state of health had been weakened.
Three years later, the MIR leader-
ship decided to send him to Cuba,
but his exilewas never at any mo-
ment an excuse to abandon the
struggle.

From the time of his arrival on
Cuban territory, he dedicated him-
self — despite his deteriorated
health — to the work of liberat-
ing his country. Later appointed
Venezuelan representative to the
Executive Secretariat of OSPAAAL,
he carried out extensive activities
and, within the Organization, de-
fended and maintained at ali times
positions consistent with the antt-
imperialist struggle.

As a member of the Executive
Secretariat of the Tricontinental
Organization, he participated in in-
ternational forums such as the
Conference of Solidarity with Viet-
Nam held in Stockholm, and the
Seventh World Trade Union Con-
gress which took place in Budapest.

His consistent internationalism
led him to participate actively in
the construction of socialism in
Cuba. It was in the midst of one of
these activities that death surprised
him. His death from a heart attack
occurred while he was participating,
along with his OSPAAXL comrades,
in the year-end mobilization dur-
ing which the people of Cuba
joined in the cutting of cane to give
impetus to the Harvest of the Ten

Million Tons of Sugar.




Chile: the Crisis

of Reformism
Marta Melo

Msarta Melo has just begam her functions
as representative of Chile in the Executive
Secrctariat of the Organization of Solldacity
of the Pcoples of Alrica. Axfs. and Latin
America (OSPAAAL).

One of her first activities In OSPAAAL's
headquaricra {9 precisely the prosent
interview in which she inswers Triconti-
nental’s questions conceraing the current

Chilean problera characterized by an_ in-.

stitutional crisis of incalculable praportions.

Member of the Central Committee of the
Soclalist Party of Chile, Marta Melo expres-
ses her opinions adbous the tajlure of the
reformist expeiiment made by Christian

Dexocracey, the repercumlons of the abor-
tive miitary uprising of last October 21.
and the next geacral elections.

What is the present political situation
In Chile as a resalt of the fallure of
President Eduasdo Frefs reformist
program?
Ar 1S moment, Chile is living in
an extraordinary process of institu-
tiomal, political-social, and econom-
ic erisis. Clearly the government of
Frei, which is nothing less than a
failure in capital Jetters, has created
conditions in which the economic
stagnation is driving the Chilean
people to desperation. The devel-
opment of production is paralyzed,
salaries are very low, the number
of unemployed increases without
interruption and, added to this
picture, the constant rise in the cost
of living is leading the Chilean
people into a situation which is
going to be reflected in oart in the
corning elections of 1970 when
the Christian-Democratic govern-
ment faces a sharp defeat.
Nevertheless, the fundamental
aspect of the present Chilean polit-
ical situation is determined by the
proces of the institutional crisis.
This has allowed us to see that the
pillars which were the classic sup-
port of the system’s reaffirmation
are shaking A clear example of
this situation is the judicial power.
For the first time in Chile, those
who mete out justice, those who ap-
peared to be members of one of the
institutions most separated from the

generat process in which the coumn-
try lives, had to anrounce publicly,
through a strike, that they favored
economic betterment. The protest
movement developed in judicial cir-
cles has contributed very effectively
to the fact that this sector is begin-
ning to think that its problems are
not merely economic, but that there
are more powerful reasons.

On the other hand, the armed
forces were a conglomeration which
as yet had not participated in gen-
eral problems as a decisive organi-
zation and, nevertheless, today in-
ternational opinion has been able to
observe the development that the
Chilean militarists continue to evi-
dence in their activities. There has
also sprung up in the sacred and tra-
ditional church, a continuing crisis
and a searching for new iformulas,
which also signify a change in the
system through which it has worked
up to now and which represent a
new solution for the Chilean social
process. We also have the fact that
in the Chilean universities an active
process of renovation is taking place.

In summary, we have cited the
examples of these four Chilean in-
stitutions because, although they
represent the genuine expression of
the traditional structure of the sys-
tem, they are evolving at the pres-
ent time. This means that in Chile
large sections of the population are
thinking that problems have their
roots in the crisis of the system and
are not resolved by simple changes
of government.

How does the abortive military nprising

of last October 21 affeet the present
Chilean problem?

In general, public opinion in Chile
was surprised by the demonstration
the military made. The problem in
Chilean military circles did not arise
last October 21. Before that, in 1868,
there had been a meeting, but with
all the formalities, during which
they drew up in the presence of
the Minister of Defense, a series of
demands of an economic nature and
for technical improvement. The
government, through its interme-

diacy, the head of defense, promised
on its word of honor to improve the
sitvation of the Chilean military.

But time passed, another year
came, and the military saw none of
their hopes realized. At first they
began to worry and from that came
the fi~st demonstration which took
place on September 19, the occasion
on which the troops of all the reg-
iments of the country gather in
the capital to participate in a great
military march attended by the pres-
ident of the Republic.

On the following day, the citizens
learned that the failure of that mil-
itary parade, in which certain reg-
iments were denied participation,
was due to the fact that the officers
hed gathered to express their dis-
coantert. The demonstration did not
provoke major difficulties for the
Frei government, but the movement
of October 21 was now on the march.
In previous declarations the military
had lacked a leader, because they
hsd the idea, more or less the plan,
of what they wanted, but they need-
ed the person who, in the name of
the army, would confront the gov-
emment and make all the demands
directly. This is where the move-
ment of October 21 originated, led
by General Roberto Viaux Maram-
bio.

Chilean public opinion knew of
General Viaux Marambio and the
movement, which previously had no
leader. The political parties, the
mass organizations in general saw
this as an attempt at a military
coup, like those which traditionally
take place in Latin America, a right
wing coup to seize power.

government jtself, through
its control of the press, radio, and
television, which were obliged to
present the official news, undertook
to create the impression that the
military was trying to seize power.
We, the sccialists, drew up a doc-
ument in which we interpreted the
action of the military as the exist-




ence of a movement within the
armed forces. For this reason, we
did not respond to President Frei's
call, when he dramatically sought
the support of the masses and re-
quested the political parties 10 ap-
pear at the Palacio de la Moneda
to help defend the establishment.

We did not go to the governor's
house because, in the {irst place,
we consider that we have no reason
to defend a government which is
the mainstay of the system and of
the capitalist structuxe in Chile, and
on the other hand because the assas-
sination of numerous peasants and
workers during various protest
movements obliges us not to appear
before a repressive government like
that of Mr. Frei’s. And that is why
the document of the Socialist Party
argues that the armed forces are a
reflection of economic afflictions, of
the paralysis of the productive
growth of the country and the in-
capacity of these social structures to
promote development and progcess.

The armed forces reflect the an-
tagonism and the tension of those
who basically want to use them as
a repressive political body designed
to stop by force the legitimate dis-
content of the national majority in
any given situation.

We believe, thercfore, that this
first demonstration by the military
is a product of the Chilean economic
crisis, but we have also told them
that they have a role to play. 1{ in
reality, as has been groven, they are
not a group isolated and separated
from the rest of the country, if they
have the same grievances as the
people, they, along with the masses,
must play an honorable role in the
struggle for Chilean emancipation.
Do you consider that the recent
changes and repiacements of militasy
leaders are sn [zdication that President
Frel foresecs the possibility of a coup
d'etat?

Of course! President Frei is with-
out any doubt alarmed at the pos-
sibility of not being able to reach

the end of his mandate on Septem-
ber 4, because if on October 21, the
military had really wished to take
power they would now have it in
their handzs General Viaux Maram-
bio knew very wetl the strategic
points in the country where his
movement could evolve with per-
fection and he was entrenched
precisely in the key regiments.

Consequently we do not agrec
with the interpretation of cvents
that some political groups gave, in
the sense that they had made it
possible to check the “coup.” We
would like 10 say to these groups
that if the political organizations
and trade unions were truly capable
of preventing the coup, we would
have been in power in Chile a long
time ago.

On the one hand Mr. Frei is

afraid of a coup d'etat but on the
other hand he is not giving up the
possibility of making his own coup
in the face of the possibility that
his party will lose the elections of
19170. "
The electoral platform of the Christian
Democratic Party is founded on a sup-
posed left base: nationalizatiom of cop-
per, extension of agrariam reform, etc.
Do you belleve that this political cam-
paign has been sble to make an impact
on the masses?

It is true, Christian Democracy
bases its electoral program on a
semileft position. With the devel-
opment of this same Christian-Dem-
ocratic government there has arisen
at this time in our country a process
of crisis and total disenchantment.
The people know that what they
could have believed to be possible
through the government of Mr. Frei,
will not be realized with Christian
Democracy.

As far as the famous nationali-
zation, or “Chileanization” of copper
as the Frei government calls it, is
concerned, it can be said that from
the beginning it was perfectly clear
in Chile that this was a deception
bgv which imperialism succeeded in
obtaining higher copper prices for
its own benefit The payments and

the terms arranged for the nation-
alization mean that a higher price
was obtaiped for copper and fab-
ulous profits for imperialism which
will leave us only the mining hole
when we {inally nationalize the
deposits.

Agrarian reform inftuenced the
awakening of the peasant, the for-
mation of certain of his organiza-
tions and raising his consciousness,
but then came the complications.
The 1and was not reglly distributed
and the means and the aid for the
peasants to work were lacking.

The failuce to fulfill the promises
of agrarian reform caused the split
of one wing of Christian Democ-
racy, headed by Jacques Chonchol,
who was, specifically, director of
the [nstitute of Agricultural and
Livestock Development (INDAP).
[ts hopes within the Christian Dem-
ocratic Party frustrated, this polit-
ical group is now working within
the People's Unity, afier learning
that it is impossible to have a true
agrarian reform and a plan for
Chile’'s general economic develop-
ment through a government which
has nothing left wing about it.

The result is thst the electoral
platforrn of the official party for
the 1970 elections can have no im-
pact on the masses who have not
seen their aspirations realized. As
a part of his propaganda with a
view to the coming elections, Frei’s
first promise has been the nation-
alization of copper. Here it would
be a good idea to ask whether or
not Frei nationalized copper. The
Chilean mandatory has also prom-
ised authentic agrarian reform as
one of the points in his political
platform. And we ask whether or
not he has carried out agrarian
reform.

‘What are the perspectives of the Chilean
Jeft in the next general eleetions?

On the eve of the 1970 elections
the People’s Committee for Unity,
formed by the Socialist Party, the
Communist Party, the Radical
Party, the Sgqcial Democratic Par-

ty, the TUnited Movement of
Peopie’s Action (MAPU), and the
I[ndependent Union (1J1), has drawn
up a program with a view to the
people's government and has struc-
turec the form in which it will
develop its political campaign.

In recent days -People’s Unity
designated the Socialist Senator
Salvador Alende as its Presidential
candidate in the next elections.

We believe that there is actually
some perspective for success in the
next elections, but this does not
mear that we rely on the results of
these elections as the only way out,
as the oaly task — especially the
Socialists, since we project a stage
of combined struggle. We wunder-
stand thet it is not the legal forms
of struggle, such as ideological,elec-
tozal, ard reclaiming of rights
which finally will make possible the
power of the popular masses, but
rather that in the end the process
will have to be determined in a
much more direct confrontation
with North American imperialism.
Where does Chile stand in the general
context of the struggle of the peoples

of Africa, Asia, and Latin America for
thebr natienal liberation?

Chile is presently at a stage of .
growing development of awareness.
The knowledge of the liberation
struggles in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, and especially the triumph
of the Cuban Revolution and the
legacy of Comandante Ernesto Che
Guevara, caused all the centers of
expression, of action — the youth,
and other groups — to search for a
higher definition and a higher con-
frontation.

At the same time, in the midst of
the present general crisis in which
the country is living, the peoples’'
parties, the revolutionary forces, are
carrying out the task of raising the
consciousness of the masses more
each day. 1 believe that this con-
sciousness will later be the gener-
ator of the action comsistent with

this process.




nawe hedme
the asun

(] In the first days of this year,
the people of Bolivie learned that
the National Liberation Arm

(ELN) had a new leader: Osval-
do (Chato) Peredo, a young med-

ical surgeon 29 years oid, who up |

until recently was living in Chile.

Cbato Peredo is the youngest
brother of Roberto (Coco) and
Guido (Inti) Peredo, the heroic
and now legendary Bolivian fight-
ers who fought with Comandante
Che Guevara, military and po-
litical chief of the ELN.

The assault on a branch of the
Bank of America last December
30 revealed that the ELN, contra-
ry to what the aaned forces of
Balivia suppesed, had returned
to action following the death of
Inti four months earlier, The
revolutionary organization an-
nounced its responsibility for the
seizure of bank funds in a com-
munication issued January 8 [t
also noted tlat after the action,
when the police attacked a res-
idence in search of the bank
raiders, David Adrisaola (Darijo)

[0 TS T R R S e A T S e A S S g et ]

— last Bolivian survivor of the
Quebrada del Yuro combat im
which Comandsnte Guevara was
wounded — was killed.

Chato Peredo signed the com-
muniqué in which the ELN
termed as pseudorevolutionary
the military regime of General
Ovando 2

Finally, the communication
staied:

We reaffirm the decisicn never

to lower our which are

those of the people. Our army
is small, but it has the ideal
and the example of Che and the
other heroes, and the determi-
nation and discipline that Inti
gave it. For these reasons the

ELN is immortal, as Che and

Inti are immortal Victory or

Death. We will return to the

mountains!

[] At the beginning, the Zionist
State tried, for chiefly economic
and propagandistic considerations,
to assimilate the remaining Pales-
tinians who were tra in the
widening Israeli territory.

In these past 21 years, regular"

eruptions of violence have thrown
more than a million and a half
Palestinians off their lands.

But Israel, eager for a working
force — its inhabitants scarcely
reach three million — reserved
for those Palestinians who were
not able to escape occupation or
who persisted in remaining on
native soil, the hardest essential
jobs, the worst and least remu-
nerative work.

They thought they could con-
trol this reduced Palestinian com-
munity which stayed behind
— it is estimated at some
300000 — as a cheap work force
at the same time that they played
a demagogic game of humanitar-
ianism with them, pretending
that “"mot all the Palestinians
abandoned I[srael.”

With more or less frequent
highs and lows, this astute polit-
ical line gave results up until
the s0-calied June war, when the
Palestinian movement, with the
removal of Shukeiry, made itself




independent of the interests and
conveniences of the neighboring
Arab states, and began armed
struggle to liberate itself; with
the hope of bringing the displaced
Palestinians into the struggle
and very especially the Palesti-
nian community imprisoned with-
in Israel.

The revival of this patriotic
Palestinian drive is projected by
Yasser Arafat, who declares that
the liberation movement cuz-
rently has permanent bases in
the 2zones occupied before the
war of 1964.

The truth of this declaration
has been irrefutably established.
The State of Israel is quite dis-
posed to renounce the economic
advantages represented by a
badly paid nstional minority,
deprived of political rights, so-
cially circumscribed, and reli-
giously despised, as well as the
“apparent humanitarianism,” for
the alieged security of her rear-
guard, hastening the emigration
of the greatest possible number

of Palestinians.

By this method the Israelis try
to conspire against the internal
Palestinian radicalization process.
Day by day, more and more
Palestinians join or collaborate
in clandestine guerrilla operations
such as -political assassinations,
sabotage, and sending provisions
to the centers of resistance. A few
weeks ago, seven Arabs of Israeli
nationality were arrested for at-
tempting to kill the Vice-Prime
Minister Yigal Allon.

The most ingenious method of
removal that they have been able
to conceive, utilizing the complic-
ity of the Brazilian embassy in
Tel Aviv, is the founding of a
society called Patra which is in
charge of all the emigration
movements of the “volunteers,”
including iree passage.

A communication Iirom the
Arab League points out that
more than 9000 Palestinians,
hounded by the repressive

regime, have given up and left.
In another document, signed

by the Arab embassies in Latin
America, it is pointed out that
once in Brazil, they are sent to
inhospitable regions near the
Amazon where they, as well as
the promises of aid and finanmc-
ing, are focgotten.

The danger that the FPalestin-
ians represent is making itseld
felt to such an extent in the
territories occupied by the war
of 1943 and considered ‘pacified”
for years, that the solution has
ceased to be allowing them to
escape o neighboring Arab
countries (where they become
fedayeens) but rather their exile
from the continent.

] At the beginning of this year,
the news circulated continuously
through the capital of Uruguay.
In tune with the fierce repres-
sion unleashed throughout the
country by the police orgags of
the regime of Jorge Pacheco Are-
co, thousands of flyers announced
the appearance of the Death
Squadron, whose long history of

crimes in Brazil gives it a sad
notoriety.

1dentifiec with the sordid in-
tereste of ultrareaction, the
founders oi the Death Squadron
in Urugusy warned in Jeai-
lets that tde principal objective
of the new fascist organization
is “to combat and exterminate
the Tupamaros National Libera-
tion Moverent.”

Perhaps at first glance the
event could be considered an
isol ated fact. However, within the
context o3 present-day Latin
America. it is easy to see that it
goes considerably beyond Uru-
guayan or Brazilian frontiers.

In Brazil, for example, the
facts are convincing. An agitated
and convulsive political situation
over ‘he past decade, an ultra-
right determined on power and
thirsting for vengeance, along
with a US mission and its agents
of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy with a great deal of expe-
rience in how to kill, were
errough to permit the advent of
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the Death Squadron which
counts to its credit more than
a thoumsand assassinations

Something similar is taking
place in Uruguay. But along
with these events on Brazlian
and Uruguayan soil, a questiun
of extreme importance is the ac-
cord recently signed by Bratil
Uruguay, and Argentina to re-
press the revolutionary move-
ment in these three Latin-Ame-
rican countries without respect
to frontiers or nationalities From
now on the revolutionaries ar-
rested in any of these countries
will be returned to théir country
of origin. This agreement and the
advent of the Death Squadron
in Uruguay confirm tbe grow-
ing preoctupation of the ruling
classes of the area with the
mounting activities of the revo-
lutionary movement.

{0 The Brazilian military dic-
tatorship has put into practice
with refined cruelty, methods
of repression and torture compa-

rable only to those used by Nazi
German

Y'

A torture room and the pres-
ence of a group of torture
specialists is a frequent spectacle
in the depactment of investiga-
tion, the prisons, and police
stations of the Brazilian regime.
The prisoner will come out of

torture chambers morally
and physically destroyed, with
injuries that will affeet him for
the rest of his days and he will
be considered “lucky’’ to have
escaped with his life at least.

The survivors will return to
the bosom of their familieg after
having signed a document in
which they assert that they
have never been tortured. Their
jailers will immediately warn
them that the threat of a new
arrest hangs over them, with an
ending less fortunate than that
of the former arrest, should
they dare to denounce the tor-
tures they sufiered or the horri-
ble scenes they witnessed.

Some of the political prisoners

decided not to pay any attentiom
to the ‘recommendations” and to
offer for publication a first-hand
acoount of the barbarous regime
installed in Brazil by a clique
of Pascist militarists.

Tricontinental brings togethez
substantial sections of the ac-
counts offered by these excep-
tional witnesses as an addition
1o the information published in
the preceding issue concerning
the savage repression unleashed
by the Brazilian police and mil-
itary investigation corps.

At the beginning of “Opera-
tion Bandeirante,” ssid to be one
of the most brutal forms of
repression used at the end
of last year in the state of Sdo
Paulo, the head of the military
regime, General Emilio Garras-
tazu, declared hastily that he
was opposed to the cruel and
arbitrary methods and would try
to see that the accusations trans-
mitted to him were verified

Nevertheless, General Garras-
tazu had intentionally given an

exceptwonal character to practices
that have become common in
military stations and police of-
fices. Conirary to his statements,
palitical prisoners continue being
toztured and assassinated.

The torture sessions take place
al any hour of the day or night
and the tarture methods consist
basically ¢f the regular applica-
tion of doses of unbearable pain
according to the resistance of
each prisoner, scientifically eval-
uated by a doctor. This medical
gervice to the dictatorship pre-
vents as far as possible the vis-
ible traces of torture which
can become accusing proof.

At the same time, under an
obligatory medical control, the
tartucers use injections that raise
the physical resistance of their
victims. They try by every meth-
od at their command to un-
dermine and destroy not only
the physical resistance of the
prisoner but his moral resistance
as well.

Once a climate of. terror




through torture is created, a
group of off.cials comes to the
prisoner and speaks to him kind-
ly as if nothing had occurred.
The officials even accuse the
investigators of having permitied
torturing and pramise their ar-
rest i1 the prisoner will make
certain confessioms. Then they
disappear and the prisorer is
tortured again. Later these same
officials reappear with new
promises in exchange for con-
fessions.

The intensity and savagery of
the toxtures also psychologically
affects those priseners who for
one reason or another are rot
subjected to violence. A lawyer
arbitrarily detained in his office
wrote ‘he newspaper in a letter
that was not published: “I was
not ‘tortured except psycho-
logically. But what 1 suffered
has no importance whatsoever
compared to what others sui-
fered.”

Methods of Terture
a) Bealings in a dark room. The

prisoner is thrown onto the floor
in the middle of a room plunged
in darkness where he is beaten
from all sides without being
able to see his aggressors. The
torturers create the same condi-
tions by covering the prisoner
with a hood.

b) Cames They are made of
woad, in the forrn of a {lat brush
with a long handle. The inter-
rogators - use them to hit the
palms of the hands, the soles of
the feet and, occasionally, wom-
en’s breasis.

¢) Solitary. It is a place ap-

roximately 1.20 by 2 meters.
t is wusually painted red or
illuminated with a very bright
light. The prisoner is left there
for ten days or more, without
food and with a very small
amount of water. Sometimes the
prisoner receives a plate of
spoiled food. The hygienic condi-
tions are absolutely nonexistent
and the prisoner is obliged to
sleep in his own excrement.

d} The “parrot perch” or “pau

de arawa.” The hands and feet
of tke prisoner are tied and he
is then susperded in the air by
a stick previously fastened wurn-
der his bent knees and along
his arms After remsining sus-
pended in this pasition for a long
time, the blood cicculation is
stopped in his artns and legs ard
intense pain causes him to lose
consciousness for an hour at
least. This position also allows
the agents to effect other tor-
tures: the application of elec-
tric shocks, beatings of various
kinds, immession, and the in-
troduction of bludgeons into the
rectum.

e) Electric shock. The torturers
very often use a simple tele-
phonic magnet But some prisons
have chairs with metal plates
where the prisoners are seated
nude and sprayed continuously
with salt water to facilitate the
electronic contacts. Muscular re-
actions are violent and uncon-
trollable: contortions, jumps,
falls. and terrible screeches.

Althoagh the cops of the Bra-
zilian xegime prefer to apply
electroces to the prisoner’s nape,
ithey occasionally utilize other
parts of the body to provoke
shocks. Thus we find that the
sadistic agents sometimes close
the circuits, applying electrodes
as Jollows:

—one on the foot and the

other on s hand

-—one on each hand

—one on the testicles and the

other on the torgue

—one in the anus and the

other on the hand.

Tre electric shocks leave no
trace or the body but profound-
ly upse: the psyche of the vic-
tims.

f) lmumersions or drownings.
There are different methods:
throwing buckets of watec over
the head of the victim all at
once oc running a constant
stream of water through his
nasal pessages. The other system
is to cover the head with a plas-
tic bag and submerge it in




water.

g) The telephome. This is a
method of simultaneously slap-
ping both the prisoner’s ears
with the palms of the hands in
a slightly concave position.
These slaps cause intens¢ pain
and hallucinations and can in-
duce loss of comsciousness

h) Other forms of torture:

—applying a soldering rod to

the testicles, sometimes caus-

ing the victim’s castration

—"Ringo,” the police dog, es-

pecially traimed to Dile the

testicles of the prisoners

—cutting the soles of the feet

with a razor blade

—introducing bludgeons cover-

ed with broken glass into the

anus 0r vagina

—burning with cigaretbes

—sexual violations of the

women

—simulated execution

—placing stilettos umnder the

fingernails

—pulling out the gingernails

and even pieces of tlesh— es-

pecially the tips of the breasts

— with pliers,
The Tortarers

Those responsible for torturing
on the Isla de las Fiores be-
long to Bhe Flrst Naval District
ard work for the sinister mari-
time secret service (CENIMAR).
Their names are the following:

—Captain Clemente José Mon-

teiro Filbo, commander of the

island.

—Captain Frigate Joder de

Jesis Coutinho

—DMedical Lieutenant Joseé Luis

Coutinho

—Commander Marinho

—LCaptain Frigate Alfredo

Poeck

—Commander Miguel Lagi-

nestra

—Captain Jod3o Batista Torren.

tes mes Pereira

—Captain Artur Xavier Mo-

xeira

—Cooumander Claude

—Lieutenant Saboia

—Inspector Boneschi

—Sergeant Martinho

—Detective Solimar

—Soldier Sergio.

Continuing, we list the names
of the torturers in the Military

Center in Deodoro, a sectiom of

Rio de Janeiro:
—General Fritz de Azevedo
Manso
—Captain Ronaldo de Carvalho
Cruz
—Commander Podesta
—Colonel José Nei Fernandes
Antunes
—Commander José Ribamar
Zanith
—Captain Vieira

der Lacerda

—Coptain José Luis
—Sergeant Valdemir de Souza
Alves
—Sergeant Claudio de Araujo
Cardeso
—Sergeant Nei da Rocha Mi-
randa
—Sergeant Adilson Cardoso
Guimaraes
—Sergeant Povoleri.
In the military police station

in the Tijuca section of Rio de

Janeiro are the following:

—Colonel José Nei Fernandes
Artunes (acts as chief of the
tcrture teams in the Military
Center and Military Police of
Rio de J&neiro)

—Commander Manhges
—Captain Leio

—Lieuienant Bastos
—Sergeant Antunes.

In the Federal Department of

Public Security of the State of
Guanabara, these responsible for
torturing are:

—General Luis Caclos Reis,
Director of the Department
—General luis da Franc¢a Oli-
veira, Secretary of Public Se-
curity

—General Paulo Teixeira da
Stlva

—Inspector José Paulo Bo-
neschi

—Inspector Mario Campos
—Inspector Valdomiro Fran-
dsco de Souza

—Manuel Vilarinho
—Commissioner Rangel
—Agent Paulo Monteiro




—Inspector Miério Borges.
The denchmen in the Federal
Department of Public Security
for the State of Sio Paulo are,
among others:

—General Silvio Correa de
Andrade, Director of the De-
partmeat

—Gereral Olavo Viana Moog,
Secretary of Public Security
—Commissioner Sergio Para-
nhos Fleury, founder of the
Squadron ¢f Death
~Commissioner Rubens Car-
doso ie Mello Tungunduva

—Commissioner Emilio Roma-
no, Director oi the Depart-
ment

—Ceneral Alvaro Cardoso,
Chiel of the 3rd Infantry Com-
pany of Juiz de Fora
—Josqum Ferreira Gongalves,
Secretary of Public Security
—Colont! Euclides de Figuei-
redo Filho

—Policerman Haylin Bates Sa-
raiva

—Policeman José Ferreira
Gongalves.

In the Department of Public

los.
In the State of Ceara:
—Commitssioner Laudelino Coe-
Tho.
In tihe State of Pernambuco:
—Commissioner Moacir Sales
—Alvaro de Costa Lima, of the
Ccmmandos for Hunting Com.
munists (CCC)
—I rspector Miranda.
The Viclims
In the course of the barbarous
police repression instituted in
Brazil, many peogle have died in
the stireets and in the prisons of

—Carlos Schener, commercial
employee

—José ce Souza, railroad em-
ployee

—José Guimar3des, student
—Luis Carlos, student

—Luis Claudio, student
—Manuel Alves de Oliveira,
sergeant

—Geralco Severino, peasant
—Pedro Domiense, civil ser-
vant

—Pedro Ignacio de Araujo,
peasant

—Friedrich Rohmann, 54 years

old, dentist, of S3o Paulo
—Juan R. Borges de Souza,
Paraiba student

the military dictatorship. On this
occasion we will mention certain
names which are a partial ad-

—Commissioner_Sidney Nasci- Security for the State of Rio

mento i Grande do Sul there are, among
—Comnnmnissioner Benedito INu- gthers:

nes ~Commissioner Itamar Fer-. dition to our earler list. —Chael Charles Schreyer, stu-
~—Comniissioner Walter - Fer- nandes de Souza —Antonio Raimundo Lucena, dent killed under his clandes-
nandes —Commissioner José Morsh metallurgical worker from S&o tine name, Joaquim

—Agent Benedito Caetano
—Agent Orlando Rosante
—Agen! Antonio Mangine
—Apgent Alcides Cintra Bueno.
The toaturers in the Federal
Department of Public Security

for the Siate of Ninas Gerais

are the following:

—Commissioner Renato
—Commissioner Carbone
—Inspector Osvaldo
—Inspector [van

—Inspector Ribeiro
—Inspector Correia Lima.

In the State of Para:
—Commissioner Antonio Car-

Paulo, founder and leader of
People’s Revolutionary Van-
guard

—Antonio Henrique Pereira
Neto, priest

—Bervardino Saraiva, sergeant
—Carlos Roberto Zanirato,
corporal

—Guilherme de DMendonga,
journalist

—Jo#io Domingues da Silva,
worker.

The following are citizens who

have been tortured in jails and
investigation departments of
Brazil:




Isla de las Flores
—Soclange Maria Santana, 21
years old, sociology student in
Bahia
—Marijane Vieira lisboa, 22
years old, university student
from Rio de Janeiro
—Victor Hugo Glasbum, 23
years old, univessity student
from Rio de Janeiro
—Marta Saavedra Glasburn,
22 years old
—Marcia Savaget, 22 years old,
official in the Ministry of
Foreign Relations
—Maria Luisa Garcia Rosa, 18
years old, student
—Rodrigo José de Faria Lima,
lawyer in the couarts of Rio de
Janeiro
—Jorge Medeiros do Valle,
assistant director of a bank in
Rio de Janeiro
—Gerardo Galiza Rodrigues, 20
years cld, philosophy student
—Antonio Soriano, 2] years
old, economy student
—Sergio Teixeira Rollins, 20
years old

—Dormza Tereza de Oliveira
—Luis Carlos Souza Santos,
detained for several months
—Tania Bicalho, student of
national history

—Jasé Ribamar, psych:atrist
—Aluizio Ferreira Palmares
—Anténio Callegari

—Antonio Rogerio Garcia da
Silva

—Avelino Leoncio

—Ce¢sar Cabral

—Dultavio Coelho Junior, stu-
dent in the Institute of Psy-
chology

—Francisco das Chagas Cor-
deiro Santos

—PFernando Sa

—Humberto Trigueiro Lima
—Egberto Joao Gongalves Ta-
vares, psychology student
—~Iné de Souaa Medeirgs
—Jodo Manuel Fernandes
—Ivanildo Savastana

—Marco  Anténio Farias de
Medeiros

—Mario Queiroz

—Mauro Fernandes de Souza
—Milton Gaia Leite

—Paulo Cerzldc Pereira
—Ronaldn Ferreira Martins
Pinheiro

—Rosane Resn:k

—Renato Mascarenhas de Soaiza
—Sebastido Medeiros Filho
—Tiago Andrade de Almeida
—Ziléa Resnik

—Aluizio Teixeira, student, son
of a former brigadier of the
Air Focces

—CCarlos Frederico Frascari
Morena

—José Soares Botelho

—José Gongalves Alves
—Manuel Antonio dos Santos
—Mario dos Santos

—Newton Matos de Lima
—Nivaldo Cavalcanti Nasci-
mento

—Pedro da Silva Guerra
—Sebastiao Cardoso

—Hilda Almeida

—Jamila Oliveira

—Ana Maria Santos
—Roberto da Silva Costa
—Wilton Montenegro
—Sérgio Lucio de Oliveira
Cruz, assistart judge

—TDbiratar Vatutin
—léda Bfontenegro
—Plinio Nontenegro
—Anténio Queiraz
—José Duarte dos Santos, sai-
Joz
—Pedro Franta Viegas, sailor
—Leéda Viegss
—Paulo Sérgio Granados Pa-
ranhos, 2% years old, univer-
sily student
son Soares, former Vice-

President of the National Stu-
dents Union
—\Vilson Barbosa do Nasci-
mento, professor.

State of Guanabara
—Jorge Gouveia Bastos, stu-
dent
—Claudio Torres da Silva,
agronomist at the Brazilian
[nstitute of Agrarian Reform
—Wellington Rocha Cantal,
leader of lawyers in Caxias
district
—Reinaldo José de Melo, stu-
dent
—Anton Filho
—Linda Tayzah

3




—Ubiratan Valentin Borges
Kertzicher

—Marcos de Aquino Avelar,
student

—Orlando Didgenes Lima da
Silva, studert

—Alberto Gentil Filho, jour-
nalist

—Edilson Marques dos Santos,
bank employee

—Anténio Padilha Gomes, 18
years old, student

—Severino Beatriz da Silva, 56
years old, taxi driver

—Maria Auxiliadora Nonte-
negro

—Antonio Roberto Spinoza
—DMarcos Aurelio Mendes Car-
doso, student

—Carlos Augusto Carvalho,
taxi driver

—Agricola Pais de Barros
Filho, economist

—José Toledo, official in the
Royal Bank of Credit of Minas
Gerais

—Roberto Persinoto, a leader
of bank workers

—José Margues dos Santos,

banking employee

—Pedr> Spinola, university
student

—Ney Freitas Quadros, en-
giaeer

—Mariz Teoddsio Quadros,
medical student

—Yara Mat6s, student from
Pernam buoo

—Celsc Mascarenhas, former
Vice-President cof the National
Students Union of Guanahara
—Priscila Mascarenhas, wife
of Celso

—Vania, friend of Priscila and
Celso

—Pérola Magalbaes, Priscila’s
moiher

—Eduardo Américo Homem,

student

—Almir Picho, World War II
veteran

—Paulo Francisco de Oliveira,
pharmacist

—Rogério Duarte, artist
—Ronaldoe Duarte, artist.
State of Sao Paulo

—aAna Vilma Oliveira Morais
e Vasconcelos, journalist

—Carlos Guilherme de DBenm-
doca Penafiel, journalist, hus-
band of Ana Vilma

—Giorgio Cslegari, Dominicar
monk

—Luiz Roberto Clauset, jour:
nslist

—Rosemary Nogueira Clauset,
journalist, wife of Luiz BRo:
berto

—Sebastiana Correia Bitten-
court Guimaraes

—Luis Roberto Alves Ferceira,
employee in the Sio Paulo
Federal Savings Bank

—Jo2o Antonio Caldas Valen-
¢a, Dominican monk
—Francisco Augusto Carmil
Catao, seminarian

—Sinval [tacarambi Lefo, for-
mer Dominican monk
—Joaquim Alfredo Domingues
dos Ssntos, professor

—Celia Lwiza Salvador San-
tos, professor, wife of Joaquim
—Luiz Felipe Raton, Domini-
can monk

—Nestor Pereira da Mota,
professor

—Manoe]l Vasconcelos Valien-

te. Domiaican monk

—Paulo de Tarso Vasconcelos,

student

—José Francisco Maciério Ho-

mem, student

—José Luiz de Andrade Ma-

ciel, den-ist

—Vicente Eduardo Gomes Noig

—Renato de Carvalho Tapajbs

—Wilson Palbares

—Luis Antdnio Maciel

—Creusa de Barros

—Alipioc Raimundo Vianna

Freire

—Sérgio Massaro

—Joel Jesé de Carvalho

—Jairo José de Carvalho

—Genési> Borges de Melo

—José Anselma da Silva

—IJIsrael Pereira dos Santos

—Diégeres de Arruda Cama-

ra, former federal deputy

—Maurira Borges Silveira, nun.
State of Minas Gerais

—Tulio Quintiliano, student

{rom Bex Horizonte 132

—Jorge Raimundo Nahas

—Maria Jcsé Carvalho Nahas, KN




student, wife of Jorge Rai-
mundo

—Antonio Carlos Nelgaco me
dical student

—Imaculada Concei¢io de Oli-
veira, metallurgical leader from
Belo Horizonte

—Afonso Cdso Lana Jleite,
student

—-Julio Arntonic Biitencourt de
Almeida, student

—Murilo Pinto da Silva, stu-
dent

—Nilo Seérgio Merezes Mace-
do, student

—Mauricio Vieira de Paiva,
student

—Pedro Paulo Bretas, student
—Augusto Pesuii, student
—FErwin Resende Duarte, stu-
dent

—José Raimundo de Oliveira,
soldier

~—Antonio Pereira de Matos,
transport worker
—Antonio Resende
physics student
—Rogélio, university student
from Rio de Janeiro _

Guedes,

—Paulo Benrique de Oliveira
Lins

—Flivio de Carvalho Molina
—INestor Leio Duarte

~Jorge Riimundo Junior
—F3zederico Eduardo.

State of Goins

—Raimnundo Nanato dos San-
tos

—Luiz Wermeck de Castro
Filho, student

—Geraido Campos, student
—Francisco Gongalves Vieira,
student

—AXi¥o Yoma, student
—Paulo Wagner Macedo, stu-
dent

—LClovis Bezerra de Almeida,
student

State of Rio Grande do Sul

—Luis Goulart, student
—Carlos Tezera da Ré, stu-
dent
—Laudo
worker
—Seternbrino Estadio Pereira,
worker.

Risquet  Goulart,

State of Paria

—Claudio Mcreira Firmo, mem-

ber of the Oarsmen’'s Club in
Belem, left blind and deai.
State of Maranbia
—DManuel da Conceiglo, agri-
cultural director in Pindsre
MNirim.
State of Ceara
—Diguel da Cunha, engineer
—Antonio Barros Braga, farm-
er
—Juraci Mendes, student
—José Ferreira, carpenter.
State of Permambuco
—Candido, President of the
UNE of Pernambuco
—Jodo Batista Franco Dru-
mond, farmner
—Amaro Luis de Carvalho,
known as Capivara
—Joip Victor, peasant.
State of Paraiba
—Romulo de Araujo Lima,
student
—EBric Jenner Rosas, student
—Eraldo Fernandes dos Sanm-
tos. student
—Eduardo Faerreiza Lima, stu-
dent
—José Enilson Riveiro da Sil-

va, student

—Newtoa Veloso Pimentel,
student

—Ronaldo Dutra Machado,
student

—Juliane Homem de Siqueira,
student

—Antonid Soares de Lima
Filho, student

—Marcos Guilberme de Miran.
da Batis:a, student

—José Maria Gomes da Silva,
student

—Adaute Trigueiro Bezerra,
student

—FEduardo Jorge Martins Al-
ves Sobnnho, student
—Albert> Magno Gondin Vas-
concelos, student

—Jogo Baltar, student
—Mario Alves, student
—José Vasconcelos, student.

State of Bahia

—Chantal Roussi, student in
the Cent:al College of Salvador
—Marie Relene Roussi, stu-
dent in the Central College of
Salvador

—Nemésio Garcia. student.
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