Gleamngs

a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters,
our journal Gesneriads, and original sources)

Volume 13, Number 10 October 2022

This issue includes photos of plants blooming now, Stephen
Covolo-Hudson’s experience with creating new streptocarpus
hybrids, and The Annual Appeal.

Hope you enjoy Gleanings!
Mel Grrice, Editor

Barb Borleske from Delaware, USA, sent this photo
of Microchirita micromusa now blooming for her.

She says, "The plant set seed spontaneously, and
shortly thereafter the plant began to yellow and
die. | found the seed very easy to germinate, and |
grew out several seedlings. | grew the seedlings
under a LED shop light, covered with a dome in my
cool basement. The seedlings were never moved
out of their original 2.5-inch pots, but they grew
rapidly and bloomed profusely. I’m hoping to have
lots of seed to share with the seed fund.”

See more photos on the next page.

Barb Borleske photo
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Blooming now...

Barb Borleske photos

Microchirita micromusa

Barb Borleske
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Primulina
linearicalyx x P.
'Sweet Dreams'

Karyn Cichocki

Another hybrid
created by
Levente Hajdu.
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Primulina spinulosa from Karyn Cichocki

She says, "In this close-up (sorry for the flower being a bit out of focus) you can
see the spiky hairs that are on the leaves, which are also on P. wentsaii and P,

ophiopogoides.

Primulina tribracteata

"This is one of my new
favorites! | love the white
veins on the leaves and
the delicate shading on
the flowers."

Mel Grice
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Sharing a cross of Streptocarpus 'Vmee's Sweet Words'
x S. 'Steffano’s Double Take'

Stephen Covolo-Hudson
steffano2 @gmail.com

| created the cross to see how edges are inherited in streptocarpus hybrids.
Streptocarpus 'Vmee's Sweet Words' is yellow with a strong pink/purple
edge and some throat spots (see attached photos). Streptocarpus
'Steffano's Double Take' has a strong lower red border on the bottom three
petals. Streptocarpus 'Fleischle Roulette Cherry' is one of its seed parents.

T — T —

Streptocarpus 'Vmee’s Sweet Words'

Streptocarpus 'Fleischle Roulette Cherry'

Streptocarpus 'Steffano’s Double Take'

Ultimately, my goal was to see if |
could get back the S. 'Fleischle
Roulette Cherry' pattern without
having to have it present genetically in
the background on both sides of the
cross. Using S. 'Vmee's Sweet Words'
with a yellow base color and a
different edge has proved that | can
get edges but more in the pattern of
the seed parent. So my next step will
be to cross one of these seedlings
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back to S. 'Fleischle Roulette Cherry' and see what happens.

On a side note, | use S. 'Steffano's Double Take' as a pollen parent (it's female
sterile) in most of my crosses since it always produces exceptional seedling
variations.

Here are some photos of plants that resulted from the cross. None have been
named so far.

T — —
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Stephen Covolo-Hudson photos
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Stephen Covolo-Hudson photos

T — T —

Note the one seedling has never opened fully
— the curse of the 'Silvia’ / bi-color genetics.
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The Gesneriad Society Annual Appeal

The Annual Appeal helps support gesneriad research, education, and conservation by
ensuring that grant money is available for eligible applicants. The target fund for 2022 is
The Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund. This fund provides scholarships to
students of gesneriad botany or horticulture. All gesneriad members will benefit from the
technical research from these students. Donate now! You may make a donation on line by
using the link above.

The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) U.S. tax-exempt corporation.

The full amount of a donation is tax deductible for U.S. members.

In time for the holidays, use Amazon and donate to
The Gesneriad Society.

When you use Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate .5% of each
purchase to The Gesneriad Society. There is no extra cost to
you, and you will be supporting the work of The Gesneriad
Society in research, education, and conservation. Give it a try!

The URL for the hyperlink is https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
22-6059828

Austin Grevious
Development Chairperson
The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
aagrevious@gmail.com

Happy Holidays!

John Beaulieu created this holiday tree
originally in black and white and Stan Sudol
added the color a few years later.

Thanks to both for sharing!
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From the editor —

| always enjoy seeing
the tree of gesneriads
on page 9 created by
John Beaulieu!

If you have suggestions,
comments, or items for
possible inclusion in
future issues, please
feel free to contact me
at melsgrice@gmail.com

Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status for
donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriads.org. You may also send your
donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Austin Grevious
4932 - 88th Avenue West, University Place, WA 98467 USA

For additional information, contact: <aagrevious@gmail.com>

Membership and Changes of Address
'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary
<gesneriadsocietymembership@gmail.com> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The
Society is not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes.
Back issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications.
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months prior
to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing labe
membership card received with each copy of Gesneriads.) Please remit your dues prior to the expiration
date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late
payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
WELCcOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of Gesneriads — The
Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds
and a wealth of information about our chapters, flower shows, publications, research, programs and

seed fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

Mel
Consultants Alcie Maxwell
Judy Zinni
Vicki Ferguson
Dale Martens
Internet Julie Mavity-Hudson

Communications  Paul Susi

Newsletter Mel Grice

Editor 2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA

melsgrice@gmail.com

Permission to reprint from Gleanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

[l New Member Date
[] Renewal Membership #
Name

FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
Address

STREET

CITY STATE ZIPCODE COUNTRY
Email Telephone
Chapter Affiliation (ist only one)

Mailing in US Mailing in US Mailing outside US Maﬂin§ outside US
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year years
[] Individual $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Household $26 $73 $31 $88
[] Journal Subscription
(oré]anizations, chapters, af%liates) $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Individual Life Mailing in USA $375 Mailing outside USA $450
. Electronic journal copy (no print copy) for Individual or Household Members

LliGeeen Qpeion $20 (one year), $55 (three years) anywhere in the world

I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of

L] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [ Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund

[] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund  [] Students and Speakers Convention Fund [ | Conservation Fund
[J InHonor [] Memory of.

Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a USA bank to: The Gesneriad Society
Or, charge my L1 VISA or [ MasterCard

Card # Exp. Date
Signature Amount

Mail to: 'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA

For application online: www.gesneriads.org
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