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Home eld advantage
It matters in health care, too

 We’re bringing a new health plan to the greater Twin Cities area.  
Our goal is to provide access to local, connected care to protect  

your health and help lower costs. 

To learn more, visit allinahealthaetna.com. 
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2018 MINNESOTA SCHEDULE
DATE OPPONENT TIME/RES

Aug. 30 NEW MEXICO STATE 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 8 FRESNO STATE 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 15 MIAMI (OH) 2:30 p.m.

Sept. 22 at Maryland TBA

Oct. 6 IOWA 2:30/3 p.m.

Oct. 13 at Ohio State TBA

Oct. 20 at Nebraska TBA

Oct. 26 INDIANA 7:00 p.m.

Nov. 3 at Illinois TBA

Nov. 10 PURDUE TBA

Nov. 17 NORTHWESTERN TBA

Nov. 24 at Wisconsin TBA

2018 NEW MEXICO STATE SCHEDULE
DATE OPPONENT TIME/RES

Aug. 25 WYOMING L, 7-29

Aug. 30 at Minnesota 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 8 at Utah State 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 15 NEW MEXICO 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 22 at UTEP 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 6 LIBERTY 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 13 at Louisiana TBA

Oct. 20 GEORGIA SOUTHERN TBA

Oct. 27 at Texas State TBA

Nov. 3 ALCORN STATE 2:00 p.m

Nov. 17 at BYU TBA

Nov. 24 at Liberty TBA

2017 STAT LEADERS > Minnesota
Passing Conor Rhoda 59-109, 839 yds, 5 TD, 4 INT
Rushing Rodney Smith 229 att, 977 yds, 3 TD

Kobe McCrary 94 att, 496 yds, 8 TD
Receiving Tyler Johnson 35 rec, 677 yds, 7 TD

Rodney Smith 17 rec, 107 yds, 0 TD
Kicking Emmit Carpenter 14-20 FG (49 long), 31-31 XP
Punt Return Drew Hmielewski 5 ret, 25 yds
Kick Return Rodney Smith 14 ret, 363 yds, 1 TD
Tackles Thomas Barber 76 solo, 39 assists – 115 total
Sacks Carter Coughlin 6.5-39
TFL Carter Coughlin 11.5-51
Pass Defense Jacob Huff 3 INT, 4 PBU

2018 STAT LEADERS > New Mexico State
Passing Matt Romero 16-27, 140 yds, 1 TD, 0 INT
Rushing Jason Huntley 9 att, 22 yds, 0 TD
Receiving Drew Dan 2 rec, 60 yds, 1 TD

Jason Huntley 5 rec, 25 yds, 0 TD
Kicking Dylan Brown 0-0 FG (39 long), 1-1 XP
Punt Return OJ Clark 1 ret, 17 yds
Kick Return none
Tackles Tyler Hall 3 solo, 1 assists – 4 total
Sacks Sidney Malauulu 1.0-16
TFL Sidney Malauulu 1.5-17
Pass Defense Chavez Pownell Jr 2 PBU

QUICK FACTS > Minnesota
Location > Minneapolis, Minn.          
Founded > 1851
Enrollment > 51,848
President > Dr. Eric W. Kaler
Athletics Director > Mark Coyle
Head Coach > P.J. Fleck (Northern Illinois, 2004), second season
Head Coach Record > 5-7 at Minnesota; 35-29 overall
Conference > Big Ten (West)
2017 Record > 5-7
Stadium > TCF Bank Stadium (50,850)

QUICK FACTS > New Mexico State
Location > Las Cruces, N.M.             
Founded > 1888
Enrollment > 14,432
President > Dr. Dan E. Arvizu
Athletics Director > Mario Moccia
Head Coach > Doug Martin (Kentucky, 1985), sixth season
Head Coach Record > 17-46 at NMSU; 46-99 overall
Conference > Independent
2017 Record > 7-6
Stadium > Aggie Memorial (30,343)

MARCHING BAND > Pregame Music
Fanfare 1987 • Minnesota March • Go Gopher Victory
Battle Hymn of the Republic • Cascade/Fanfare/Pageant
Minnesota Rouser • Our Minnesota • Star Spangled Banner

MARCHING BAND > Halftime Highlights
24K Magic • Viva Las Vegas • That Old Black Magic
Superstition • Magic Carpet Ride • Minnesota Rouser



  ##     Name                                   Pos       Ht           Wt          Yr           Hometown / High School (Previous School)
    1     Rodney Smith                        RB         5-11       210         R-Sr.        Jonesboro, Ga. / Mundy's Mill
    2     Jacob Huff                             DB         5-11       210         Sr.           Bolingbrook, Ill. / Bolingbrook
    2     Tanner Morgan                      QB         6-2         210         R-Fr.        Union, Ky. / Ryle
    3     Chris Autman-Bell                  WR        6-1         200         R-Fr.        Kankakee, Ill. / Bishop McNamara
    3     Jerry Gibson                          DL         6-3         260         R-Sr.        Theodore, Ala. / Theodore
    4     Shannon Brooks                    RB         6-0         215         Sr.           Austell, Ga. / Pickens
    4     Terell Smith                           DB         6-1         195         Fr.           Snellville, Ga. / South Gwinnett
    5     Zack Annexstad                     QB         6-3         215         Fr.           Norseland, Minn. / IMG Academy
    5     Trenton Guthrie                      LB         6-3         220         R-Fr.        Northville, Mich. / Northville
    6     Tyler Johnson                        WR        6-2         200         Jr.            Minneapolis, Minn. / North
    6     Chris Williamson                    DB         6-0         200         R-Jr.        Atlanta, Ga. / Gainesville (Florida)
    7     Rey Estes                              DB         6-0         175         R-Fr.        East St. Louis, Ill. / East St. Louis
    8     Nolan Edmonds                     RB         5-11       200         Fr.           Alpharetta, Ga. / Alpharetta
    8     Thomas Rush                        LB         6-3         230         Fr.           Marysville, Ohio / Marysville
    9     Esezi Otomewo                      DL         6-6         260         R-Fr.        Indianapolis, Ind. / Ben Davis
  11     Jornell Manns                        WR        5-11       190         Fr.           Mansfield, Ohio / Mansfield Senior
  11     Antoine Winfield Jr.                DB         5-10       205         R-So.       The Woodlands, Texas / The Woodlands
  12     Tai'yon Devers                       DL         6-4         240         Jr.            Pompano Beach, Fla. / Blanche Ely
  13     Rashod Bateman                   WR        6-2         200         Fr.           Tifton, Ga. / Tift County
  14     Casey O'Brien                        H           6-1         175         R-Fr.        Saint Paul, Minn. / Cretin-Derham Hall
  14     Braelen Oliver                        LB         6-0         225         Fr.           Douglasville, Ga. / Douglas County
  15     CJ Smith                               DB         6-1         185         Fr.           Jacksonville, Fla. / Fletcher
  16     Coney Durr                            DB         5-10       190         Jr.            Baton Rouge, La. / Dutchtown
  16     Jon Santaga                          QB         6-1         205         R-Fr.        Green Bay, Wis. / Notre Dame De La Baie Academy
  17     Seth Green                            WR        6-4         240         R-So.       Woodbury, Minn. / Allen
  18     Clay Geary                             WR        5-10       190         R-So.       Lakeville, Minn. / Lakeville South
  19     Gary Moore                           DL         6-4         300         R-Sr.        Mobile, Ala. / Murphy
  19     Samuel Pickerign                   QB         6-4         225         R-Fr.        Alpharetta, Ga. / Minnehaha Academy
  20     Julian Huff                             LB         6-0         225         Sr.           Bolingbrook, Ill. / Bolingbrook
  21     Kamal Martin                         LB         6-3         235         Jr.            Burnsville, Minn. / Burnsville
  21     Bryce Williams                       RB         6-0         200         Fr.           Sarasota, Fla. / Cardinal Mooney
  22     Benny Sapp III                        DB         6-1         195         Fr.           Fort Lauderdale, Fla. / Eden Prairie
  23     Jordan Howden                     DB         5-11       185         Fr.           Las Vegas, Nev. / Desert Pines
  24     Mohamed Ibrahim                  RB         5-10       205         R-Fr.        Olney, Md. / Our Lady of Good Counsel
  24     Bishop McDonald                   DB         6-0         190         Jr.            Oakdale, Minn. / North St. Paul (Minnesota Duluth)
  25     Phillip Howard                       WR        5-11       195         R-So.       Minneapolis, Minn. / Robbinsdale Cooper
  25     Payton Jordahl                       LS         6-2         230         R-Sr.        Perham, Minn. / Perham
  26     Justus Harris                         DB         5-10       180         So.          Roswell, Ga. / Roswell
  26     True Thompson                      WR        6-4         200         R-So.       Plymouth, Minn. / Robbinsdale Armstrong (Iowa Western CC)
  27     Paul Gossage                        WR        6-3         185         R-Jr.        Mokena, Ill. / Lincoln-Way East (Eastern Illinois)
  27     Calvin Swenson                     DB         6-1         210         R-So.       Kaukauna, Wis. / Kaukauna
  28     Jonathan Femi-Cole               RB         6-0         225         R-Jr.        Vaughan, Ontario, Canada / St. Andrew's College
  29     Jack Leius                             DB         6-0         200         R-So.       Plymouth, Minn. / Robbinsdale Armstrong
  30     Alex Reigelsperger                 DL         6-4         255         Fr.           Dayton, Ohio / Wayne
  31     Dominik London                     RB         5-9         205         R-Fr.        Woodbury, Minn. / East Ridge
  31     Kiondre Thomas                     DB         6-0         190         R-So.       Fort Smith, Ark. / Northside
  32     Joe Russell                            LB         6-2         210         R-Fr.        Shoreview, Minn. / Totino-Grace
  33     Grant Ryerse                         K / P      6-2         210         R-Fr.        Woodbury, Minn. / East Ridge
  34     Antonio Shenault                    DB         5-11       190         Sr.           Roselle, Ill. / Lake Park
  34     Brock Walker                         K           5-10       190         Fr.           Sioux Falls, S.D. / Washington
  35     Danny Anderson                    LB         6-0         220         R-Fr.        Eden Prairie, Minn. / Eden Prairie
  36     Blake Cashman                     LB         6-2         235         Sr.           Eden Prairie, Minn. / Eden Prairie
  37     John Mack                            K           6-0         195         R-So.       Hartland, Wis. / Arrowhead
  38     Emmit Carpenter                    K           6-0         200         R-Sr.        Green Bay, Wis. / Ashwaubenon
  38     Preston Jelen                        RB         5-10       200         Fr.           Prior Lake, Minn. / Prior Lake
  39     Michael Vojvodich                  LS         6-3         210         Fr.           Annandale, Va / Woodson
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  ##     Name                                   Pos       Ht           Wt          Yr           Hometown / High School (Previous School)
  40     Alex Strazzanti                       DB         6-2         205         R-Fr.        Chaska, Minn. / Chaska
  41     Thomas Barber                      LB         6-1         235         Jr.            Plymouth, Minn. / Robbinsdale Armstrong
  42     Ko Kieft                                 TE         6-4         250         R-So.       Sioux Center, Iowa / Sioux Center
  43     Bailey Schoenfelder               LB         6-3         235         R-So.       Huron, S.D. / Huron
  44     Colton Beebe                         TE         6-3         265         R-Jr.        Kansas City, Kan. / Piper
  45     Carter Coughlin                      LB         6-4         245         Jr.            Eden Prairie, Minn. / Eden Prairie
  46     Winston DeLattiboudere         DL         6-3         250         R-Jr.        Baltimore, Md. / Howard
  46     Alex Melvin                            P           6-4         205         R-Jr.        Burnet, Texas / Burnet (SMU)
  47     Jacob Herbers                       P           6-2         215         R-Jr.        Battle Creek, Mich. / Lakeview
  49     Josh Aune                             DB         6-2         205         Fr.           St. Paul, Minn. / Highland Park
  51     Curtis Dunlap Jr.                    OL         6-5         370         Fr.           Jacksonville, Fla. / IMG Academy
  52     Elijah Teague                         DL         6-3         305         Fr.           South Holland, Ill. / Marist
  53     Owen Piche                           LB         6-3         225         Fr.           Naperville Ill. / Neuqua Valley (Naval Academy Preparatory)
  55     Mariano Sori-Marin                LB         6-3         240         Fr.           Mokena, Ill. / Providence Catholic
  56     Ty Barron                              LB         6-0         220         Fr.           Minnetonka, Minn. / Minnetonka
  58     Quinn Oseland                       OL         6-6         305         R-Jr.        Springfield, Ill. / Sacred Heart Griffin
  59     Micah Roane                         DL         6-4         235         Fr.           Chaska, Minn. / Chaska
  60     John Michael Schmitz            OL         6-4         300         R-Fr.        Flossmoor, Ill. / Homewood-Flossmoor
  61     Bronson Dovich                     OL         6-5         300         R-Jr.        Chaska, Minn. / Chaska
  62     Jared Weyler                         OL         6-4         300         R-Sr.        Dayton, Ohio / Centerville
  63     Austin Beier                           OL         6-4         285         Fr.           Toledo, Ohio / St. John's
  64     Conner Olson                         OL         6-5         300         R-So.       Monticello, Minn. / Monticello
  65     Axel Ruschmeyer                   OL         6-4         285         R-Fr.        Hutchinson, Minn. / Holy Family Catholic
  66     Nathan Boe                           OL         6-4         285         Fr.           Lakeville, Minn. / Lakeville North
  67     Jack Kern                              DL         6-2         300         Fr.           Eau Claire, Wis. / Eau Claire Memorial
  69     Boye Mafe                             DL         6-4         250         R-Fr.        Minnetonka, Minn. / Hopkins
  70     Sam Schlueter                       OL         6-6         305         R-So.       Victoria, Minn. / Mayer Lutheran
  71     Ben Davis                              OL         6-4         280         R-So.       Elk Grove, Calif. / Elk Grove (American River College)
  73     Donnell Greene                      OL         6-7         320         R-Sr.        Marietta, Ga. / Kell (Coffeyville CC)
  74     Grant Norton                          OL         6-8         260         Fr.           Camdenton, Mo. / Camdenton
  75     Malcolm Robinson                 DL         6-3         300         R-Fr.        Massillon, Ohio / Washington
  75     Kyle Sassack                         OL         6-7         290         R-Fr.        Pontiac, Mich. / Notre Dame Prep
  76     Jack York                               OL         6-6         300         Fr.           Dallas, Texas / First Baptist Academy
  77     Blaise Andries                        OL         6-5         315         R-Fr.        Marshall, Minn. / Marshall
  78     Daniel Faalele                        OL         6-9         400         Fr.           Melbourne, Australia / IMG Academy Academy
  79     Jason Dickson                       OL         6-6         315         Jr.            Corona, Calif. / Vallejo (Diablo Valley CC)
  80     Jake Paulson                         TE         6-4         260         R-Fr.        Louisville, Ky. / Christian Academy
  81     Brock Annexstad                    WR        6-2         200         R-Fr.        Norseland, Minn. / IMG Academy
  82     Demetrius Douglas                 WR        6-0         190         R-Fr.        Portland, Ore. / Jesuit
  83     Harry Van Dyne                      WR        6-5         200         R-Fr.        Stilwell, Kan. / Blue Valley
  84     Erik Gibson                            WR        6-3         195         Fr.           Detroit, Mich. / Martin Luther King
  85     Bryce Witham                        TE         6-4         255         R-Jr.        Grand Rapids, Mich. / West Catholic
  86     Clayton Witherspoon              TE         6-4         250         R-Fr.        Eden Prairie, Minn. / Eden Prairie
  87     Nate Umlor                            DL         6-5         285         So.          Allendale, Mich. / Allendale
  87     Yale Van Dyne                        WR        6-3         205         R-So.       Overland Park, Kan. / Bishop Miege (Iowa)
  88     Brevyn Spann-Ford                TE         6-7         260         Fr.           St. Cloud, Minn. / St. Cloud Technical Senior
  89     Matt Morse                            WR        6-1         195         R-Jr.        Apple Valley, Minn. / Apple Valley
  90     Sam Renner                          DL         6-4         270         R-Jr.        Maple Grove, Minn. / Maple Grove Senior
  91     Noah Hickcox                        DL         6-4         285         R-Fr.        Rockford, Ill. / Boylan Central Catholic
  92     Mayan Ahanotu                      DL         6-4         255         Fr.           Tampa, Fla. / Berkeley Prep
  93     Connor Novak-Goar                DL         6-2         285         R-So.       Eden Prairie, Minn. / Eden Prairie (Iowa Western CC)
  94     Abi N-Okonji                          DL         6-3         250         Fr.           Snellville, Ga. / South Gwinnett
  95     Victor White                           DL         6-4         290         R-So.       St. Paul, Minn. / Irondale (Concordia, St. Paul)
  96     Nathan Bursch                       TE         6-5         255         R-Fr.        Woodbury, Minn. / Woodbury
  97     Royal Silver                            DL         6-3         300         R-Jr.        Cedar Rapids, Iowa / Washington (Iowa Western CC)
  98     Max Janes                             TE         6-3         230         Fr.           Shoreview, Minn. / Mounds View
  99     O.J. Smith                             DL         6-2         320         R-Sr.        Bossier City, La. / Airline (Alabama)
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  ##     Name                                   Pos       Ht           Wt          Yr           Hometown / Previous School
    1     Ray Buford Jr.                        DB         6-2         202         R-Jr.        Detroit, Mich. / Independence CC
    1     Jason Huntley                        RB         5-9         188         Jr.            Arlington, Texas / Martin HS
    2     OJ Clark                                WR        5-7         165         R-Jr.        Wichita Falls, Texas / Wichita Falls HS
    2     Terrill Hanks                          LB         6-3         235         Sr.           Miami, Fla. / Immaculata LaSalle HS
    3     Derek Ibekwe                        DL         6-0         234         R-Sr.        Houston, Texas / Lamar Consolidated HS
    3     Matt Romero                         QB         6-2         204         Jr.            Oceanside, Calif. / Palomar College
    4     Caleb Mills                            WR        6-5         204         So.          Gastonia, N.C. / Dodge City CC
    4     DeMarcus Owens                  DB         5-10       191         Sr.           McKinney, Texas / Yukon HS
    5     Komotay Koffie                      DB         6-1         190         Jr.            Providence, R.I. / North Dakota State College of Science
    5     Cameron Matthews                QB         6-3         220         R-Fr.        Crowley, Texas / Trinity Valley School
    6     Andre Bodison                       WR        6-4         210         Jr.            Palm Coast, Fla. / New Mexico Military Institute
    6     Derek Watson                        DL         6-4         214         R-Jr.        Denton, Texas / Guyer HS
    7     Royce Caldwell                      RB         5-8         170         Sr.           Columbus, Texas / Columbus HS
    7     Javahn Fergurson                  LB         6-1         224         R-Jr.        Baton Rouge, La. / Southern Lab HS
    8     Tevis Abraham                       WR        6-2         200         R-Fr.        Baton Rouge, La. / Southern Lab HS
    8     Jassavia Reese                      DL         6-4         255         Sr.           Tyler, Texas / John Tyler HS
    9     Drew Dan                              WR        6-3         190         Jr.            Muskogee, Okla. / Checotah HS
    9     Lautoa Nomura                      LB         6-1         200         Jr.            Corona, Calif. / Santa Ana College
  10     Izaiah Lottie                           WR        6-0         198         R-Jr.        Denver, Colo. / Cherokee Trail HS
  10     Cedric Wilcots II                     DL         6-4         245         R-Jr.        Dallas, Texas / Wilmer-Hutchins HS
  11     Malik Demby                         DB         6-2         227         R-Sr.        Chino, Calif. / Chino HS
  11     Shea Holebrook Jr.                 WR        6-5         208         Jr.            Ossining, N.Y. / Monroe College
  12     Nick Jeanty                           QB         6-2         203         R-Sr.        Miramar, Fla. / Miramar HS
  12     Tymon Locklin                        DB         6-2         210         Sr.           Fresno, Calif. / Clovis North HS
  13     Johnathan Boone                   WR        6-3         190         R-Sr.        Orlando, Fla. / Ellsworth (IA) CC
  13     Austin Shaw                          DB         6-0         175         Jr.            Frisco, Texas / Frisco HS
  14     Josh Adkins                           QB         6-2         218         R-Fr.        Spring Branch, Texas / Smithson Valley HS
  15     Jeremy Hodge                       QB         6-2         216         R-Fr.        Plano, Texas / Parish Episcopal HS
  16     Gaven Swinson                      WR        6-4         216         Fr.           Las Cruces, N.M. / Mayfield HS
  16     Payton Theisler                      P           5-9         145         Jr.            Phoenix, Ariz. / Desert Vista HS
  17     Sol Rascon                            WR        6-3         185         So.          Farmington, N.M. / Farmington HS
  18     Dylan Brown                          K           6-1         174         Jr.            Chandler, Ariz. / Phoenix College
  18     Marcus Buckley                     DL         6-2         295         R-Fr.        Weatherford, Texas / Weatherford HS
  19     Austin Perkins                       DB         5-9         185         R-Jr.        Tucson, Ariz. / Tucson HS
  19     Luke Wilson                           QB         6-2         185         Fr.           Louisa, Va. / Fork Union Military Academy
  20     Jonathan Hood                      LB         6-0         215         Sr.           Tyler, Texas / North Crowley HS
  20     Naveon Mitchell                     RB         5-10       160         Fr.           Richmond, Texas / Travis HS
  21     Rodney McGraw II                  DB         6-2         186         Fr.           Missouri City, Texas / Elkins HS
  21     Anthony Muse                       WR        6-0         165         R-Jr.        Pacoima, Calif. / Slymar HS
  22     Eli Anderson                          RB         5-11       210         So.          La Habra, Calif. / La Habra HS
  22     Shamad Lomax                      DB         6-0         204         Jr.            Due West, South Carolina / Copperas Cove HS
  23     Ron LaForce                          DB         6-1         180         Sr.           Bayou La Batre, Ala. / College of the Sequoias
  24     Parker Davidson                    K           5-11       175         Sr.           Plano, Texas / Plano West Senior HS
  24     Sy Slater                               DB         6-1         202         R-Jr.        Houston, Texas / Katy HS
  25     Christian Gibson                    RB         6-1         210         Sr.           Dallas, Texas / Prime Prep Academy
  25     Mica Ward                             DB         6-3         180         Fr.           El Paso, Texas / Chapin HS
  26     Josh Foley                             RB         5-10       201         R-Fr.        Rio Rancho, N.M. / Rio Rancho HS
  28     Shane Jackson                      LB         6-0         232         R-Jr.        Houston, Texas / Manvel HS
  29     Jared Phipps                         DB         5-9         165         Jr.            Arlington, Texas / Martin HS
  30     Xzavier Guyton                       DB         6-0         183         Fr.           Arlington, Texas / Arlington HS
  31     Mike Edwards                        DL         6-3         230         Fr.           Muskogee, Okla. / Muskogee HS
  34     Austin Reeves                        LS         6-0         212         R-Fr.        Huntersville, N.C. / Virginia Tech
  35     Grant Miles                            TE         6-5         227         Fr.           Scottsdale, Ariz. / Horizon HS
  36     Alex Escobar                          RB         5-9         190         Fr.           Peoria, Ariz. / Centennial HS
  37     Isaac Garcia                          K           5-6         135         R-Fr.        El Paso, Texas / Franklin HS
  38     Gabriel Flynn                         LB         6-0         215         R-So.       Tucson, Ariz. / Cienega HS
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  ##     Name                                   Pos       Ht           Wt          Yr           Hometown / High School (Previous School)
  40     Tim O'Donnell                        LS         5-10       241         Sr.           Queensland, Australia / North Dakota State College of Science
  41     Leon McQuaker                     LB         6-1         220         Sr.           Augusta, Ga. / Eastern Arizona College
  42     Jacob Wilson                         LB         5-10       225         So.          Santa Teresa, N.M. / Santa Teresa HS
  43     Billy Nipp                               LB         5-11       223         R-Sr.        Nashville, Tenn. / Father Ryan HS
  44     Matthew Young                      DL         6-2         245         R-Fr.        Las Cruces, N.M. / Onate HS
  45     Deven McGee                        K           6-2         215         Jr.            Albuquerque, N.M. / La Cueva HS
  46     Donovan King                        DL         6-2         224         Fr.           Pearland, Texas / Shadow Creek HS
  47     Devin Richardson                   LB         6-3         225         Fr.           Klein, Texas / Klein HS
  49     Lui Fa'amasino                      LB         6-0         227         Sr.           Anchorage, Alaska / Los Angeles Harbor College
  50     Austin Young                         OL         6-5         320         Fr.           Goodyear, Ariz. / Desert Edge HS
  51     Kris'Sean Edwards                 OL         6-4         295         Jr.            Tulsa, Okla. / Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College
  51     Roy Lopez                             DL         6-2         313         Jr.            Tempe, Ariz. / Mesquite HS
  52     Jalen Guerrero                       OL         6-6         285         So.          Las Cruces, N.M. / Mayfield HS
  54     Isaiah Mursalat                      OL         6-4         321         Fr.           Scottsdale, Ariz. / Horizon HS
  55     Sebastian Anderson               OL         6-6         305         R-Jr.        Goodyear, Ariz. / Desert Edge HS
  56     Arnold Saidov                        DL         6-3         225         Fr.           Keller, Texas / Fossil Ridge HS
  59     Dorian Vega                           DL         6-2         225         Fr.           El Paso, Texas / Americas HS
  63     Adonis Gordon-Day                OL         5-10       315         R-Fr.        Mariettta, Ga. / MidAmerica Nazarene University
  65     Tony Bello                              OL         6-4         290         R-Jr.        Denver, Colo. / Bear Creek HS
  67     Eric Pulliam                           OL         6-5         321         Jr.            Whittier, Calif. / Fullerton JC
  69     Billy Sharmoug                      OL         6-2         330         R-Jr.        Manteca, Calif. / Santa Barbara CC
  70     David Ash                              OL         6-4         305         R-Fr.        El Paso, Texas / Eastwood HS
  71     Max Wilhite                            OL         6-4         316         Fr.           Goodyear, Ariz. / Desert Edge HS
  72     Justin Segura                        DL         6-3         252         Fr.           Scottsdale, Ariz. / Horizon HS
  74     Jamin Smith                          OL         6-3         306         R-Sr.        Castle Rock, Colo. / Douglas County HS
  75     Evan Tafoya-Vallo                   OL         6-3         293         Fr.           Rio Rancho, N.M. / Rio Rancho HS
  76     Sage Doxtater                        OL         6-7         327         Jr.            Welland, Ontario, Canada / Canada Prep Academy
  77     Isaac McClain                        OL         6-2         320         Sr.           Manteca, Calif. / Santa Barbara CC
  78     Brian Trujillo                           OL         6-4         315         R-Jr.        Albuquerque, N.M. / Volcano Vista HS
  80     Trevor Brohard                       LB         6-3         232         R-Fr.        Los Lunas, N.M. / Los Lunas HS
  81     Ivan Avina                              WR        5-9         183         Fr.           El Paso, Texas / Eastlake HS
  82     Brock Marlatt                         TE         6-2         215         So.          Kearney, Neb. / Kearney HS
  84     Brandon Gonzalez                  TE         6-2         230         Jr.            Fabens, Texas / Fabens HS
  85     Miguel Provencio                   TE         6-3         245         R-So.       Chihuahua, Mexico / Valley City State University
  86     Sky Hinojosa                          WR        6-0         177         Fr.           Phoenix, Ariz. / Mountain Pointe HS
  87     Bryce Roberts                        TE         6-4         268         So.          Yukon, Okla. / Mustang HS
  88     Xander Yarberough                 TE         6-6         252         So.          San Antonio, Texas / Roosevelt HS
  89     Jackson Solbeck                    DL         6-4         283         Sr.           Houston, Texas / Cypress Ranch HS
  92     Humberto Renteria                 DL         6-0         335         R-Sr.        Clint, Texas / Clint HS
  93     Jacob Arellano                       DL         6-2         325         Jr.            El Paso, Texas / Socorro HS
  94     DeShawnte Lloyd                   DL         6-1         333         R-Sr.        Baltimore, Md. / College of the Sequoias
  95     John Graves III                       DL         6-1         319         Fr.           Lancaster, Texas / Lancaster HS
  97     Kai Golden                             DL         6-3         295         Fr.           Tucson, Ariz. / Mountain View HS
  99     Myles Vigne                           DL         6-1         315         R-So.       New Orleans, La. / Warren Easton Sr. HS

5   / G A M E  D A Y



Emmit Carpenter has never met another Emmit. 
He has met individuals with the name Emmett or Emmitt, but he has

never met anyone with the same spelling as his. Believe it or not, Carpen-
ter was actually named after his father, Tim. 
“His childhood nickname was Timmy, and of course they spelled it T-i-

m-m-y,” said Carpenter. “But, my parents loved the name Emmit. They
wanted to spell it a unique way and wanted to get it close to Timmy. So
Emmit spelled backwards is T-i-m-m-e. It's just a cool connection to have
with my dad.”
Carpenter’s connection with his father runs deeper than just a name.

The all-time Gopher leader in field goal conversion rate began kicking
when he was a freshman in high school. However, there was one problem.
Unlike some kickers, Carpenter did not come from a soccer background
and knew almost nothing about kicking. 
What Carpenter did have was raw talent. As a freshman he crushed

his first ever kickoff attempt and was hand-selected as a kicker. He was
quickly moved up to varsity the following year. 
Since that fateful day of being surprisingly named the team’s kicker,

Carpenter and his father have been a dynamic duo when it comes to the
art of kicking
“Eight years ago when I first started kicking, my dad would watch

videos and read everything about kicking so he could teach me how to
kick,” Carpenter said. “Through his hard work and dedication he became
my kicking coach.”
Carpenter honed his craft on the football field at Ashwaubenon High

School near his hometown of Green Bay, Wis. It was during those long
summer hours where he began to develop into the kicker that he is today.
He received help from both his father and his mother, Laura, whom he af-
fectionately calls “the best ball-shagger in the country.”
That hard work and tutelage from his parents has paid off, as few have

done it better than Carpenter at Minnesota. Carpenter has been Min-
nesota’s starting kicker since his sophomore year, when he was named the
top kicker in the Big Ten. That year, he totaled 109 points, which is tied for
the most in school history by a kicker. He has made 36-of-44 career field
goals and has been unfazed on the road, as he has made 13 of 14 attempts
away from home. 
Consistency and keeping your cool under pressure are two traits that

every great kicker needs, and those are two traits that Carpenter also
learned from his father. This time through their other passion: golf. 
“There are so many similar things between hitting a golf ball and kick-

ing a football,” Carpenter said. “Whether you’re playing 18-holes of golf
or kicking on Saturdays, you have to take every single rep one at a time.
If you’re on the tee box, you can’t be thinking about your putt, which is the
same thing for me on the football field. If I’m kicking a field goal in the first
quarter, I can’t be thinking about if I have to kick a field goal in the fourth
quarter. All you can think about it is the current rep at that moment.”

E M M I T  C A R P E N T E R
G A M E  D A Y  F E A T U R E

B Y  T O M M Y  S L E T T E N

6   / G A M E  D A Y



Payton Jordahl knows he’s going to be a pro one
way or another. 
The senior specialist has snapped 389 times at Minnesota since

2015. He has been nearly flawless on the field and has made a positive
impact on the Gophers’ special teams play. However, it’s his work off the
field that may leave an even more positive impact on the community. 
Jordahl has already graduated with a degree in youth studies and

is working on his master’s degree in youth development leadership. He
has a passion working with today’s youth and strives to leave a mean-
ingful impact with them.  
“I want to go pro in that,” said Jordahl. “I’m going to work on going

pro in football, but if pro football doesn’t work out for me, I will have a
degree to fall back on, and that’s youth development and leadership,
which basically helps young people live life.”
Working on his master’s degree, Jordahl also can be found in after-

school programs with kids in the community. He takes pride in helping
them, but he also uses the experiences to learn more about himself and
his life. 
“I learn a lot from them,” he said. “It’s not just me teaching them, it’s

me learning. When you see a young person that you start working with
and they may not be going in the right direction, you do some stuff with
them and build a relationship with them. Then you begin to see their life
turning around. You learn so much from those young kids.”
For Jordahl, working with youth is his calling. His positive attitude

and caring persona are what enable him to turn small talk into conver-
sation and help him influence a young person’s life. It’s also made him
the man he is today. 
“I’ve never really had an ‘aha moment’, but you get the enjoyment in

little slivers,” Jordahl said “But when I sit back and reflect on the work
that I’ve done I can see the different lives that I’ve changed. And If I've
changed a bunch of different lives just a little bit, made a minute of an
impact on a child’s life, then that makes me smile.”  
Jordahl hails from Perham, Minn., a town 180 miles northwest of the

Twin Cities and one known for its strong community and beautiful lakes.
Jordahl grew up an avid fisherman, even going as far as having a mount
for his fishing rod on his bike so he could get a quick cast in at any time. 
For Jordahl, being able to follow his passion of working with youth

and being able to represent his hometown and the state of Minnesota
is the perfect mix.
“It’s surreal,” said Jordahl. “In my area, even though it’s in Minnesota,

a lot of kids go to North Dakota State or North Dakota, but I always
knew I wanted to go to the University of Minnesota,” Jordahl said. “So I
took a leap of faith. I went into the big city and I was a little over my
head at first, but I adapted and made relationships. It’s an amazing area,
and it’s an honor to represent the U.”
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MAYAN AHANOTU
FR / DL

Tampa, Fla.

92

M E E T  T H E  G O P H E R S
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DANNY ANDERSON
R-FR / LB

Eden Prairie, Minn.

35
BLAISE ANDRIES

R-FR / OL
Marshall, Minn.

77
BROCK ANNEXSTAD

R-FR / WR
Norseland, Minn.

81
ZACK ANNEXSTAD

FR / QB
Norseland, Minn.

5
JOSH AUNE

FR / DB
St . Paul, Minn.

49

CHRIS AUTMAN-BELL
R-FR / WR

Kankakee, ill .

3
THOMAS BARBER

JR / LB
Plymouth, Minn.

41
TY BARRON

FR / LB
Minnetonka, Minn.

56
RASHOD BATEMAN

FR / WR
Tifton, Ga.

13
COLTON BEEBE

R-JR / TE
Kansas City, Kan.

44
AUSTIN BEIER

FR / OL
Toledo, Ohio

63

NATHAN BOE
FR / OL

Lakeville, Minn.

66
SHANNON BROOKS

SR / RB
Austell, Ga.

4
NATHAN BURSCH

R-FR / TE
Woodbury, Minn.

96
EMMIT CARPENTER

R-SR / K
Green Bay, Wis.

38
BLAKE CASHMAN

SR / LB
Eden Prairie, Minn.

36
CARTER COUGHLIN

JR / LB
Eden Prairie, Minn.

45

BEN DAVIS
R-SO / OL

Elk Grove, Calif.

71
WINSTON DELATTIBOUDERE

R-JR / DL
Baltimore, Md.

46
TAI’YON DEVERS

JR / DL
Pompano Beach, Fla.

12
JASON DICKSON

JR / OL
Corona, Calif.

79
DEMETRIUS DOUGLAS

R-FR / WR
Portland, Ore.

82
BRONSON DOVICH

R-JR / OL
Chaska, Minn.

61

CURTIS DUNLAP JR
FR / OL

Jacksonville, Fla.

51
CONEY DURR

JR / DB
Baton Rouge, La.

16
NOLAN EDMONDS

FR / RB
Alpharetta, Ga.

8
REY ESTES
R-FR / DB

East St . Louis, Illo.

7
DANIEL FAALELE

FR / OL
Melbourne, Australia

78
JONATHAN FEMI-COLE

R-JR / RB
Vaughan, Ontario

28

CLAY GEARY
R-SO / WR

Lakeville, Minn.

18
ERIK GIBSON

FR / WR
Detroit , Mich.

84
JERRY GIBSON

R-SR / DL
Theodore, Ala.

3
PAUL GOSSAGE

R-JR / WR
Mokena, Ill .

27
SETH GREEN

R-SO / WR
Woodbury, Minn.

17
DONNELL GREENE

R-SR / OL
Marietta, Ga.

73
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TRENTON GUTHRIE
R-FR / LB

Northville, Mich.

5
JUSTUS HARRIS

SO / DB
Roswell, Ga.

26
JACOB HERBERS

R-JR / P
Battle Creek, Mich.

47
NOAH HICKCOX

R-FR / DL
Rockford, Ill .

91
PHILLIP HOWARD 

R-SO / WR
Minneapolis, Minn.

25
JORDAN HOWDEN

FR / DB
Las Vegas, Nev.

23

JACOB HUFF
SR / DB

Bolingbrook, Ill .

2
JULIAN HUFF

SR / LB
Bolingbrook, Ill .

20
MOHAMED IBRAHIM

R-FR / RB
Olney, Md.

24
MAX JANES

FR / TE
Shoreview, Minn.

98
PRESTON JELEN

FR / RB
Prior Lake, Minn.

38
TYLER JOHNSON

JR / WR
Minneapolis, Minn.

6

PAYTON JORDAHL
R-SR / LS

Perham, Minn.

25
JACK KERN

FR / DL
Eau Claire, Wis.

67
KO KIEFT
R-SO / TE

Sioux Center, Iowa

42
JACK LEIUS

R-SO / DB
Plymouth, Minn.

29
DOMINIK LONDON

R-FR / RB
Woodbury, Minn.

31
JOHN MACK

R-SO / K
Hartland, Wis.

37

BOYE MAFE
R-FR / DL

Minnetonka, Minn.

69
JORNELL MANNS

FR / WR
Mansfield, Ohio

11
KAMAL MARTIN

JR / LB
Burnsville, Minn.

21
BISHOP McDONALD

JR / DB
Oakdale, Minn.

24
ALEX MELVIN

R-JR / P
Burnet , Texas

46
GARY MOORE

R-SR / DL
Mobile, Ala.

19

TANNER MORGAN
R-FR / QB
Union Ky.

2
MATT MORSE

R-JR / WR
Apple Valley, Minn.

89
ABI N-OKONJI

FR / DL
Snellville, Ga.

94
GRANT NORTON

FR / OL
Camdenton, Mo.

74
CONNOR NOVAK-GOAR

R-SO / DL
Eden Prairie, Minn.

93
CASEY O’BRIEN

R-FR / H
St . Paul, Minn.

14

BRAELEN OLIVER
FR / LB

Douglasville, Ga.

14
CONNER OLSON

R-SO / OL
Monticello, Minn.

64
QUINN OSELAND

R-JR / OL
Springfield, Ill .

58
EZESI OTOMEWO

R-FR / DL
Indianapolis, Ind.

9
JAKE PAULSON

R-FR / TE
Louisville, Ky.

80
OWEN PICHE

FR / LB
Naperville, Ill .

53
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SAMUEL PICKERIGN
R-FR / QB

Alpharetta, Ga.

19
ALEX REIGELSPERGER

FR / DL
Dayton, Ohio

30
SAM RENNER

R-JR / DL
Maple Grove, Minn.

90
MICAH ROANE

FR / DL
Chaska, Minn.

59
MALCOLM ROBINSON

R-FR / DL
Massillon, Ohio

75
AXEL RUSCHMEYER

R-FR / OL
Hutchinson, Minn.

65

THOMAS RUSH
FR / LB

Marysville, Ohio

8
JOE RUSSELL

R-FR / LB
Shoreview, Minn.

32
GRANT RYERSE

R-FR / K / P
Woodbury, Minn.

33
JON SANTAGA

R-FR / QB
Green Bay, Wis.

16
BENNY SAPP III

FR / DB
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

22
KYLE SASSACK

R-FR / OL
Pontiac, Mich.

75

SAM SCHLUETER
R-SO / OL

Victoria, Minn.

70
JOHN MICHAEL SCHMITZ

R-FR / OL
Flossmoor, Ill .

60
BAILEY SCHOENFELDER

R-SO / LB
Huron, S.D.

43
ANTONIO SHENAULT

SR / DB
Roselle, Ill .

34
ROYAL SILVER

R-JR / DL
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

97
CJ SMITH

FR / DB
Jacksonville, Fla.

15

O.J. SMITH
R-SR / DL

Bossier City, La.

99
RODNEY SMITH

R-SR / RB
Jonesboro, Ga.

1
TERELL SMITH

FR / DB
Snellville, Ga.

4
MARIANO SORI-MARIN

FR / LB
Mokena, Ill .

55
BREVYN SPANN-FORD

FR / TE
St . Cloud, Minn.

88
ALEX STRAZZANTI

R-FR / DB
Chaska, Minn.

40

CALVIN SWENSON
R-SO / DB

Kaukauna, Wis.

27
JAMAAL TEAGUE

FR / DL
South Holland, Ill .

52
KIONDRE THOMAS

R-SO / DB
Fort Smith, Ark.

31
TRUE THOMPSON

R-SO / WR
Plymouth, Minn.

26
NATE UMLOR

SO / DL
Allendale, Mich.

87
HARRY VAN DYNE

R-FR / WR
Stilwell, Kan.

83

YALE VAN DYNE
R-SO / WR

Overland Park, Kan.

87
MICHAEL VOJVODICH

FR / LS
Annandale, Va.

39
BROCK WALKER

FR / K
Sioux Falls, S.D.

34
JARED WEYLER

R-SR / OL
Dayton, Ohio

62
VICTOR WHITE

R-SO / DL
St . Paul, Minn.

95
BRYCE WILLIAMS

FR / RB
Sarasota, Fla.

21
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KIRK CIARROCCA

Offensive Coordinator / QBs

SEASON: 2

ROBB SMITH

Defensive Coordinator / LBs

SEASON: 2

ROB WENGER

Special Team
s Coordinator / OLBsSEASON: 2

JAHMILE ADDAE

Defensive Backs

SEASON: 1

KENNI BURNS

Running Backs

SEASON: 2

BRIAN CALLAHAN
Offensive Line

SEASON: 2

CLAY PATTERSON

Tight Ends

SEASON: 1

JOE ROSSI

Defensive Line

SEASON: 2

MATT SIMON

W
ide Receivers

SEASON: 2

MARCUS WEST

Defensive Line / Pass Rush Spec.SEASON: 1

DAN NICHOL

Head Strength & Conditioning

SEASON: 2

GERRIT CHERNOFF

General M
anager

SEASON: 2

DANIEL IFFT

Director of Football Operations

SEASON: 2

MARCUS HENDRICKSON

Director of Player Personnel

SEASON: 2

NORRIES WILSON

Director of Player Developm
ent

SEASON: 2

DAVID PARKER > Quality Control
NICK SICILIANO > Quality Control
DONALD CELISCAR > Quality Control
DANNY COLLINS > Defensive Graduate Assistant
JASON EMERICH > Offensive Graduate Assistant
DREW MOULTON > Offensive Graduate Assistant
MICHAEL PRIEFER JR. > Special Teams Graduate Assistant
BRADLEY PARKER > Player Development Graduate Assistant

JEREMY COLE > Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach
BEN SCHUMACHER > Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach
MARCUS WASILEWSKI > Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach
LESLEE SHOLOMSKAS > Assistant Director of Sports Nutrition

AUSTIN STARNES > Assistant Director of Football Operations
JOHN SCHAEKEL > Recruiting Coordinator
WILL HENRY > Graphics Designer & Recruiting Assistant
ZACH BELL > Director of Recruiting Communications

VICTORIA AURAND > Executive Assistant to the Head Coach
EMILY LITWIN > Assistant to Recruiting and Coaching Staff
MICHAEL SYPNIAK > Head Athletic Trainer
ARNO RHEINBERGER > Assistant Athletic Trainer
JOE WISNIEWSKI > Assistant Athletic Trainer
NICHOLAS CROMIDAS > Athletic Training Graduate Assistant
DR. CARLY ANDERSON > Director of Sport Psychology Services
DAN STINSON > Equipment Manager
PAUL ANDERSON > Equipment Assistant

MATT CHILDERS > Director of Video Services
CHRIS JACKSON > Digital Content Coordinator

JACKI LIENESCH > Director of Football Academic Advising
ROBERT DAY > Academic Advisor

PAUL ROVNAK > Assistant Athletics Director for Communications
RYAN TIBBITTS > Assistant Athletic Communications Director

S U P P O R T  S T A F F

CHRIS WILLIAMSON
R-JR / DB
Atlanta, Ga.

6
ANTOINE WINFIELD JR

R-SO / DB
The Woodlands, Texas

11
BRYCE WITHAM

R-JR / TE
Grand Rapids, Mich.

85
CLAYTON WITHERSPOON

R-FR / TE
Eden Prairie, Minn.

86
JACK YORK

FR / OL
Dallas, Texas

76

M E E T  T H E  G O P H E R S
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Fleck led a young and inexperienced Gopher squad in 2017, as 49 of
Minnesota’s 110 players (44.5%) were freshmen or redshirt freshmen and
76 (69%) were underclassmen. Fleck guided Minnesota to a 5-7 record and
those five wins were the most by a first-year Gopher head coach new to the
program since the legendary Murray Warmath won seven games in 1954. 

Fleck won his Gopher debut against Buffalo, which made him the
school’s first head coach to win his debut since John Gutekunst in 1986 (be-
fore Fleck, Minnesota’s six most recent head coaches all lost their first game).
Minnesota then posted a dominating 48-14 win at Oregon State, which made
Fleck the first Gopher coach to win a true road opener since 1954 when War-
math and the Gophers won 46-7 at Pittsburgh. 

Minnesota's 34-point win at Oregon State was the Gophers' 10th-largest
margin of victory in a road game since 1920 and largest since 2006. The 48
points were the most the Gophers scored on the road since they beat North-
western 49-21 in 1980. 

Minnesota posted three 30-point wins in 2017, as it beat Oregon State
by 34, Nebraska by 33 and Middle Tennessee by 31. The last time Minnesota
won three games by 30 points in the same season was 2005 when it started
the year with three straight with three straight 30-point wins.The Gophers
beat Nebraska 54-21 in Fleck's first season. The 54 points were the most
that the Gophers scored in a Big Ten game since they beat Indiana 63-26 in
2006. The 54 points were the 14th most scored by Minnesota since 1946
and the fifth-most against a Big Ten opponent in the same timeframe. 

Off the field, Fleck and his team can often be found at the University of
Minnesota Masonic Children's Hospital and gave back to the community by
hosting a diaper drive, canned food drive and turkey drive this year. In the
classroom, Minnesota has posted program record GPAs under Fleck.  

Fleck came to Minnesota after spending four years as the head coach
at Western Michigan, where he was 30-22 overall and 21-11 in the Mid-
American Conference. While leading the Broncos, Fleck authored one of the
most memorable turnarounds in college football history. The Broncos were 1-
11 in his first year in 2013, but ended the 2016 season with a No. 12 ranking,
a 13-1 record, a conference championship and a berth in the Cotton Bowl. 

The Broncos were 12-0 in the 2016 regular season and posted wins
against Big Ten opponents Northwestern and Illinois. Fleck then led his team
to a 29-23 win against Ohio in the Mid-American Conference championship
game before ending the season with a narrow bowl game defeat to Wisconsin. 

Fleck, 37, is one the youngest and brightest minds in the game. He was
named MAC Coach of the Year in 2014 and 2016 and last season he led the
Broncos to their first MAC Championship since 1988. 

Earning FBS Region 3 Coach of the Year from the American Football
Coaches Association, Fleck was also named a finalist for the Eddie Robinson
Award and the George Munger Award after Western Michigan became the

first team in MAC history to win each of its eight league games by 14 or more
points. 

Fleck turned Western Michigan into a pipeline for the NFL as well. In
2016, the Broncos had Willie Beavers (121st overall to the Minnesota Vikings)
and Daniel Braverman (230th overall to Chicago) taken in the NFL Draft. 

In the 2017, Fleck saw three of his former players selected from Western
Michigan in Corey Davis (fifth overall to the Tennessee Titans), Taylor Moton
(64th overall to Carolina) and Keion Adams (248th overall to Pittsburgh). Davis,
who was the first Consensus All-American in Western Michigan history, caught
91 passes for 1,427 yards and 18 touchdowns in 2016. He ended his career
with 5,212 yards in four seasons, which makes him the Football Bowl Subdi-
vision all-time career receiving record holder. Davis joined Randy Moss as the
only Mid-American Conference receiver to be drafted in the first round. In
2018, WMU had Chukwuma Okorafor (92nd overall to Pittsburgh) and Darius
Phillips (170th to Cincinnati) drafted.

Off the field, Western Michigan had a program-record seven student-
athletes named to the 2016 MAC Distinguished Scholar Athlete team and the
team posted a 3.14 program GPA in Fleck's last semester at the school. 

Prior to his time at Western Michigan, Fleck served as the wide receivers
coach for the NFL's Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2012 and coached the receivers
at Rutgers from 2010-11. He coached receivers and was the recruiting coor-
dinator at Northern Illinois in 2009 and tutored the receivers for the Huskies
from 2007-08. Fleck's coaching career began at Ohio State as a graduate
assistant in 2006. 

Fleck played receiver at Northern Illinois from 1999-2003 and helped
lead the Huskies to a No. 10 ranking, a 10-2 record and wins against Mary-
land, Alabama and Iowa State in his final season. He ranks in the top five in
Northern Illinois history in career receptions (179) and receiving yards (2,162).
Fleck holds the school record for punt returns (87) and ranks second in punt
return yards (716). He earned First Team All-Mid-American Conference in
2003 and was named Academic All-MAC and Second Team Academic All-
American. He graduated in 2004 with a degree in elementary education. 

Fleck played the 2004-05 seasons with the NFL's San Francisco 49ers.
He signed with the 49ers as a free agent in 2004 and spent most of his time
on the practice squad before seeing action against New England late in the
season. He spent the 2005 season on the injured reserve roster and in 2006
he stopped playing professionally and started his coaching career. 

Fleck and Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh are the only Power Five conference
coaches who both played and coached in the NFL. Fleck, Harbaugh and East
Carolina’s Scottie Montgomery are the only coaches in the FBS who have
played and coached in the NFL. 

Fleck and his wife, Heather, have four children, Gavin, Carter, Paisley
(P.J.) and Harper.

P.J. FLECK
P.J. (Philip John) Fleck was named head football coach at the University of Minnesota on
January 6, 2017. Fleck is the 30th head coach in the program’s history. 

HEAD COACH
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Land Development | Transportation | Survey | Design-Build
www.alliant-inc.com

Owner 
Tim Karas, CDT
13460 Hwy 65 NE

Ham Lake, MN 55304
Phone: 763.754.0426

Toll Free: 1.877.750.0426
karaslab@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 549
Howard Lake, MN 55349
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Quality Livestock & Poultry Feeds
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GOOD LUCK MINNESOTA FROM YOUR FRIENDS IN BUSINESS

Al Anderson Phone (952) 831 7211

ANDERSON
DENTAL STUDIO, INC.

SOUTHDALE OFFICE CENTRE

6750 FRANCE AVENUE SOUTH 
SUITE 145

EDINA, MINNESOTA 55435

Good Luck this season from Anderson Dental Studio

Contract Cleaning
Special Event Labor

Arena and Auditorium Cleaning

Multi Venue Productions
MVP Cleaning Services
13152 Drumcliffe Path
Rosemount, MN 55068

(952) 894-9111 - Phone
(952) 894-9110 - Fax

651.256.2468 (direct)
612.840.1540 (mobile)

651.379.4582 (fax)
jburns@mulcahyco.com

2700 Blue Water Road # 100 
Eagan, Minnesota 55121

p: 651.686.8580 •

 

f: 651.686.8588  
www.mulcahyco.com

Since 
1929 Jim Burns

Engineered Fluid Handling and HVAC Solutions
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CALL US AT:
612.623.0565  //  800.233.9029

Reservations at: reservations@careympls.com

At Carey Minneapolis / St. Paul, our mission 
is to provide the highest level of customer 
service in the chauffeured transportation 
industry by utilizing superior equipment 

and skilled team members to deliver 
flawless, seamless service.

Proud Partner of Gopher Athletics

Clinics • Hospitals • Specialty Care
Mhealth.org

A collaboration between University of 
Minnesota Physicians and University of 

Minnesota Medical Center.



Curb & Gutters • Paving • Sidewalks
Driveways • Walls

23035 Ulysses Street NE
East Bethel, MN 55005

MOLIN
Quality Concrete Solutions

Since 1897 
Designer, Manufacturer and Installer of Precast/Prestressed Concrete: 

Hollow Core Plank, Beams, Columns, Architectural & Structural Wall Panels and Stadia
OUR MISSION IS “BUILDING” CUSTOMER SATISFACTION THROUGH GENERATIONS OF TEAMWORK  

415 Lilac Street Lino Lakes, Minnesota 55014
Office 651-786-7722  Fax 651-786-0229  1-800-336-6546

www.molin.com      sales@molin.com

5850 MAIN STREET N.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55432-5439

www.smcduct.com

BECKER COMPANIES
Floor Covering Specialists

Floors by Beckers, Inc.
805 1st Street NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
www.beckerbrothers.com

Lee Nelson
Sr. Project Manager

Est. 1959

Phone: 651-254-5720
Mobile: 612-363-8254
Fax:      651-633-2122
Email:   Inelson@beckerbrothers.com

INDUSTRIAL UTILITIES INC.
UTILITY CONTRACTORS

P.O. Box 76 
15857 Forest Blvd. N.
Hugo, MN 55038

Office 651-426-6120

CP 612-554-3529 •Fax 651-426-0371

Dennis  Williams
President

ERECTORS OF STRUCTURAL STEEL, MISCELLANEOUS METALS & ORNAMENTAL IRON 
AND ARCHITECTURAL PRECAST CONCRETE, PLANT MAINTENANCE

AMERECT INC.

1110 SEVENTH AVENUE

NEWPORT, MN 55055

WWW.AMERECTINC.COM

Tel. 651-459-9909

Fax 651-459-5258

GOOD LUCK MINNESOTA FROM YOUR FRIENDS IN BUSINESS

           
          

     
          
         

      

  
 

   
 

   
 

    
  

  
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
    



www.umn.edu©2018 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.  
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

University of Minnesota Board of Regents
Working to help the University of Minnesota pursue research and 
prepare students to grow Minnesota’s economy and advance the 

well-being of diverse communities throughout the world.

Linda A. Cohen
At Large

Steven A. Sviggum 
District 2

Randy R. Simonson 
District 1

David J. McMillan  
Chair, District 8

Michael D. Hsu
District 6

Darrin M. Rosha 
District 3

Peggy E. Lucas 
District 5

Abdul M. Omari 
At Large

Richard B. Beeson 
District 4

Dean E. Johnson 
At Large

Thomas J. Anderson 
District 7

Kendall J. Powell 
Vice Chair. At Large 
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D R .  E R I C  K A L E R
U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S I D E N T

Since taking office in 2011, Presi-
dent Eric Kaler has focused on
core priorities: academic excel-
lence, affordability, diversity and
a welcoming and respectful cam-
pus climate, a world-class re-
search enterprise that aligns with
the needs of the citizens and in-
dustries of Minnesota, and a deep
commitment to public engage-
ment and outreach, locally and
globally.

Kaler is chair of the NCAA
Division I Board of Directors; past

chair of the Big Ten Council of Presidents and Chancellors;
and a former member of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Academic Advisory Council. He also co-founded
Generation Next, a coalition of civic, business, and educa-
tion leaders united to close the achievement and opportu-
nity gaps in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

His Operational Excellence initiative has reallocated
over $90 million in administrative costs to teaching, re-
search, and public engagement. The strategic planning
process he led with the Twin Cities Campus community has
created new classes and research opportunities focused on
understanding and solving society’s grand challenges. Mn-
DRIVE, which he launched in partnership with the Min-

nesota Legislature, has so far leveraged $200 million in
new external research funding to support more than 200
research projects involving nearly 1,000 researchers.

President Kaler earned his Ph.D. in chemical engineer-
ing from the University of Minnesota in 1982. For his seminal
research in “complex fluids,” which have applications in drug
delivery, food processing, pharmaceuticals, and manufac-
turing, he was elected to the National Academy of Engineer-
ing in 2010 and named a Charter Fellow of the National
Academy of Inventors in 2013. In 2014, he was named a fel-
low of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in two
categories, for his work both as a chemical engineer and as
a higher education administrator.

Before returning to the University as president, Kaler
served as provost and senior vice president for academic
affairs at Stony Brook University in Stony Brook, New York,
and before that as dean of the University of Delaware’s Col-
lege of Engineering. He also taught at the University of
Washington. He earned his undergraduate degree from the
California Institute of Technology in 1978.

2 0   / G A M E  D A Y

L E A D E R S H I P

M A R K  C O Y L E
D I R E C T O R  O F  A T H L E T I C S

Mark Coyle became the Univer-
sity of Minnesota’s athletics direc-
tor in May 2016. A former athletic
administrator at Minnesota from
2001 to 2005, he returned to
Gopher Athletics after serving as
athletics director at Syracuse Uni-
versity and Boise State University,
and as deputy athletics director
at the University of Kentucky. 

As Coyle enters his third year
as the Gophers’ AD, there is a lot
of celebrate.

Gopher student-athletes have recorded some of the
highest grade-point averages in school history under his
watch. The current cumulative GPA for Gopher student-ath-
letes is 3.24, tying the highest mark in department history.
The 92 percent graduation success rate for Gopher student-
athletes is the highest it has ever been and the best among
all Big Ten public schools. In the past academic year (2017-
18), a record number of Gophers were recognized as Aca-
demic All-Big Ten.

Minnesota has also excelled in competition, winning 11
conference titles during the first two years of Coyle’s tenure
as AD. Those titles have come from seven different pro-
grams, from baseball and track and field, to hockey and soc-
cer. Minnesota finished 19th in last year’s Learfield Directors’
Cup race, which measures broad-based success across all
programs. That puts Minnesota in the top seven percent of
all Division I athletics departments in the country.

This type of success isn’t new to Coyle. While at Syra-
cuse, two of his programs won national titles and five won
ACC championships. Prior to that, at Boise State, 18 Bron-
cos teams posted record GPAs on the way to claiming 12
conference championships. 

Coyle played football for Drake University, where he
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in English in 1991. He
earned his master's degree in teaching from Drake in 1992
and a master's degree in sports administration from Florida
State University in 1993. 

Coyle and his wife Krystan have three children, Grace,
Nicholas and Benjamin and live in St. Paul.
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Setting up your energy dollars for a WIN.

Let CenterPoint Energy Services create a winning 
strategy with your energy dollars. We have a long 
history of providing reliable and competitively  
priced natural gas services in your state. We  
understand your market and work hard to stay  
focused on your goals.  

Like any great team, we’re loyal, strong and  
will work hard as your trusted energy partner  
to defend your budget. 

Put us on your team .

Put us on your team.  
Let’s talk.
800-495-9880
CenterPointEnergy.com/MNfootball

Exceeded the Industry 
Benchmark
Natural Gas Marketer 
Mastio Study 
21st Edition – 2017
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