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The Northern Forest Forum 1s published
six times a year by the Northern

Appalachian Restoration Project
(NARP).

NARP is a non-profit organization and net-
work of grassroots activism dedicated to sus-
tainable natural and human communities
across the Northern Forest Region of north-
ern New England, New York, and adjoining

regions.

For more information about NARP and
individual projects, please write to:

NARP
P.O. Box 6
Lancaster, NH 03584.

Editorial Policy of The Forum

Editorial views expressed herein are those of the
writer and not necessarily those of other contributors
or other NARP projects. We welcome diverse submis-
stons on the Northern forest and related topics. Please

send all material to the address above.
Please address letters for publication
specifically to the editor.
e-mail: nff@sover.net

Cover Photo © Roger Irwin; a Champion Moose in the
Nulhegan Basin in Vermont’s Essex County.
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Past Abundance, Present Recovery,

Future Wilderness

ith the
faccelera-
tion of for-
est land sales in the
Northern Forest
region and increased
involvement of
national conservation
organizations and
federal agencies in
land deals, it is once
more time to ask,
what of Wilderness?
Is the goal of 2
system of ecological
reserves across the
region that are 1.) of
ecologically signifi-
cant size 2.) connect-
ed across the land-
scape and 3.) part of
overall landscape
approaches to biodi-
versity protection
being advanced in
recent sales and pur-

chases?
We might ask of
ourselves, the

Wilderness advocacy
community, have we
made the case to citi-
zens of the region
that setting land
aside from manage-
ment and the intru-
sion of roads and
vehicles, is a worthy
goal—from ecologic,
economic and spiri-
tual perspectives?
Many  people—
among them the
longest most fervent
critics of industrial
forest practices—see in the advocacy for Wilderness an
abandonment of a golden mean of a silviculture that
works with ecological processes to maintain and restore
biodiversity. Has the case for reserved lands been made
for them? Most importantly to those of us who,
through the pages of The Forum and elsewhere in our
communities here, have argued the social value of for-
est preservation—do our local communities look to
Wilderness as a benefit and supportable aim?

The most convinced adherents of Wilderness
might be impatient with such questions and would just
as soon proceed with a realpolitik that aims at present-
ing at some future date a fair accompli—millions of
acres set aside and phooey to the critics. Others who
press on issues such as forest herbicide spraying and
low impact forestry projects regret the potential divi-
siveness of a Wilderness discussion. Our political
establishment in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont
sees no gain in a Wilderness advocacy {(with some
exceptions on National Forests) and has attempted to
close ranks around the concept of Working Forest (see
last issue).

In the view of many who work through the pages
of The Forum however, not only is the goal of a north-
ern New England Wilderness system desirable, it is a
goal we are certain friends and neighbors will come to
support in the months and years ahead. We are certain
of that because of our own personal paths toward
embracing the ideal, and, on a more rational plane,
because the many good reasons to support Wilderness
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become more evident with ongoing development in the
Region, the intensification of cutting, and perhaps
principally the very resilience of Nature.

In this issue of The Forum we present some indige-
nous views of wildlife and its past, present and future in
the North Country of Vermont and New Hampshire.
The views are easily generalized to a wider view that
might apply across the region and inform local discus-
sion of such projects as the proposed Maine Woods
National Park or the Champion land purchase.

Readers of the Vermont press are aware that an
exchange of views has already occurred on the latter.
This exchange has been partly regrettable, if only
because it points up the lamentable lost opportunity to
integrate Wilderness protection into a land purchase
early in the proceedings of the Champion land deal.
Wittingly or not, architects of the Vermont part of the
purchase abandoned the Wilderness component to be
pressed in the Statehouse where it would become easy
meat for not just property rights ideologues but also an
opportunity for representatives to strike populist poses.

Senator Elizabeth Ready, for instance, has stated
in print that the conservation movement “has gone too
far in excluding people from the landscape” in pressing
for wilderness. This is odd, for the Senator’s own
Addison County district contains tens of thousands of
acres of Wilderness. Former Fish and Wildlife
Commissioner Gary Moore, who several years ago
returned from Alaska a Wilderness convert and cam-
paigner for Tongass protections, signed his name to an
ad hominem attack on a wilderness proponent that

Mid Spring 1999







































Restoration & Recovery

Old Haunts of the Canada Lynx in NH’s North Country

by Paul Doberty

Fau] Doberty’s The Northwoodsman column runs in sev-
eral New Hampshire North Country newspapers. The fol-
iowing prece on lynx ran in The Northern Beacon on
March 1st. Mr. Doberty has collected a number of
his columns in a book,

Smoke from a Thousand Campfires.

g he release of a couple of Canadian
lynx in the wilds of Colorado has
been in the news of late. There are,

~ of course, some people who are
opposed to this release, on the grounds that the
tynx will kill livestock. This is sheer nonsense,
for the lynx is not a predator of creatures larger
than itself.

There is some question these days about
the lynx in New Hampshire. Do a few still
roam the remote areas of northern Codés and
the White Mountains, or have they ceased to
exist here? The last track in the snow that I was
positive of was some ten years ago. On that
occasion, the cat had come across the Peabody
River and crossed Route 16 near the Peabody
River bridge, then headed east into the Mount
Morah country.

The location of this lynx valley crossing is
interesting. In the late 1940s, when 1 first came
north as a Conservation Officer, Vyron Lowe
of Randolph, was alive. He was one of the last
of the old-timers who could remember what

the woods and the wildlife were like before the
turn-of-the-century.

Vyron was, among other things, a lynx and
pine marten trapper. He called the marten
“saple,” his way of pronouncing “sable.” I would
often stop at his place in Randolph and pick
his brain about the woods of old, a topic he was
happy to talk about. He was a most interesting £
man with a wealth of information.

During the 20 years he was a game warden
(he was on the job before I was born), he cov-
ered much of Coos County. We often talked
about lynx, and he told me where to look for
tracks in the winter.

There were five major crossing sites he spoke
about: Dixville Notch near the height of land,
Randolph near Bowman; Gorham near the Peabody
Bridge (where I saw the track 10 years ago); Pinkham
Notch near the top of Spruce Hill; and Crawford
Notch at the height of land near Saco Lake. For years,

1 watched these crossing places after what he used to
call a “just-right snow storm.” As he said I would, I
saw where a Canadian lynx had left that large, saucer-
like print in the snow.

During the 1950s, I signed bounty papers for a
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number of lynx taken by two or three trappers. The
most famous of these trappers was Al Stagman, who
trapped in the Zealand country. He later died there in
the woods, of natural causes.

Jack Boothman, of Randolph, took a lynx now
and then. His best success was in the headwaters
country of Wild River, where he took two one winter.

From my own experience with lynx, it was the Wild
River country where I saw the most signs. Every win-
ter, I snowshoed in, either from Jackson or Gilead,
Maine, and spent a night or two In the old log cabin
(now gone) at No-catchem Pond. It was in this remote
headwater country that the lynx was making its last
tand here in New Hampshire.

The man who took over where Al Stagman left
{ff was Ray Evans, of Twin Mountain. I don’t know
ow many of these cats he caught, but it was, I think,
more than any other trapper after World War I1.
Ray’s favorite area was Crawford Notch and

- Mount Willard. The only live wild lynx I ever saw was
- with Ray one day when he was tending his trap line.

Ray Evans, by the way, is a legend, the last of the
Id trappers and woodsmen. He was born in Crawford
Notch, and that in itself is the stuff legends are made
of. To the best of my knowledge, Ray trapped the last
ynx taken in the state before the bounty was taken off.

The two cats most common when the first settlers
rrived from Europe were the wild cat (bobcat) and
he lynx. In the early days the wildcat was called the
Bay Lynx, and the real lynx was known as the
Canadian lynx.

There is actually quite a bit of difference between
hese two animals. The wildcat is the larger of the two,

-~ but most people think the lynx is larger due to its long

egs and long body. The largest wildcat I ever weighed
was a 44 pound male. There is a photo of this cat on
age 308 of my book Smoke from 1,000 Campfires.

The largest lynx I had occasion to weigh was 22

. pounds.

The Canadian lynx has huge feet covered with

ots of hair. These large feet act as snowshoes in the
winter and account for the large print. The lynx also
has very prominent, long tufts of hair on its ears.
Another fact few people are aware of is the end of the
bobcat’s tail as compared to the tail of the lynx: the tip
of the wildcat’s tail is black on the upper top side only,
but the lynx has a total black tip on its tail.
Two years ago, Ginger Bowie and I spent two
months in Alaska. While in the small village of
Chicken, Ginger took a walk looking for Diamond
Willow, a small tree used for fancy walking sticks.
While she was making a pile of stones to mark a spot
where she found some Diamond Willow, she had the
feeling she was being watched. Looking around
behind her, she saw a lynx sitting there looking at her.
The two of them had real eye-to-eye contact. There is
an old Indian legend about this that I have got to ask
about... @

~Coyotes

cont. from Page 14
in places like Minnesota where the size difference isn’t
as drastic, wolves exclude coyotes whenever possible
from their territories. But let’s look at a potential sce-
nario here in the northeast where a lone 70 1b. dis-
persing fernale wolf comes across a lone 73 lb. male
eastern coyote. Would she kill it? Probably not.
Would she pair bond and mate with it? Maybe.

It i ‘

. .. . by no means should the
opinion BN ; ﬂ
that presence of the eastern coyote
N be used as an argument against
lished ‘the importance of restoring

: S
wolf wolf populations,
packs ‘ e -
in the
north-

east would be successful in displacing coyotes from
their territory for the most part. We could potentially
even see a reduction in coyote numbers overall, espe-
cially in more contiguous forest habitats. There is,
however, a greater potential for niche overlap, compe-
tition for resources, and hybridization than in places
like Yellowstone and Minnesota. This phenomenon
seems to be taking place to a certain degree in Ontarto
where a form of the eastern timber wolf, the
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Algonquin wolf, runs risk of losing its genetic identity
and ultimate survival. Here, coyotes are taking advan-
tage of openings, both reproductive and ecological,
resulting from habitat fragmentation and human per-
secution of wolf populations in the surrounding
regions.

Certainly, a naturally recovering wolf population in
the northeast runs a greater risk of these effects than a
reintroduced population. Under natural recovery, it is
usually single individuals or pairs that are responsible
for the establishment of populations in new areas.
They face the challenge of finding an individual of the
opposite sex, then finding suitable and available terri-
tory void of competition. Several socially stable packs
of wolves put in place through reintroduction, on the
other hand, run much less risk to the potential impact
of the eastern coyote’s presence.

Conclusion
It is highly unlikely that the eastern coyote will be
totally displaced from the northeast. There is plenty
of habitat not suitable for wolves, but perfectly fine for
coyotes. The same qualities of adaptation and behav-
ioral flexibility that allowed the coyote to colonize the
northeast will also allow it to adjust to the presence of
wolves when they return. Once again, we simply don’t
know all the answers, and can only make predictions
drawn from lessons learned in other ecosystems. We
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must proceed forward with scientific knowledge being
the driving force, over political impetus.

The eastern coyote has received its share of persecu-
tion and blame, but unlike the wolf, it has fared much
better against human alteration of habitats and prey
populations. It has been viewed as a symbol of wild-
ness, an influential participant towards the top of the
food pyramid, a bane to hunters and farmers, and it
may very well represent all of these at times. I myself
view the eastern coyote, in both its ‘coyote-like’ and
‘wolf-like’ qualities, as a beautiful example of the
adaptability and behavioral flexibility that exists in
species, a quality so essential to the diversity of life. I
wish now that I had returned the following morning
to that Green Mountain trail of the three coyotes and
one moose, to see just how the story ended. I would
have tracked them all day, with my ears tuned for the

sound of excited ravens.

Daniel Stabler is a native Vermonter from the Northeast
Kingdom. He has been involved with wolf research in
Minnesota and has been a member of the Yellowstone Wolf
Recovery Project and Research Team for the last two
years. He is currently working on a graduate degree
through the University of Vermont under Bernd Heinrich,
studying the impact that wolves have on the scavenging
communities in Yellowstone National Park, with a focus
on wolf and raven relationships.
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Letters

coﬂtinued from page 30

Comments on Last
Issue & An Ode to the

Clothesline
Dear Editor:
The Forum is full of things that K8
people need to know, that we §
don’t find in other major media. §
So the Forum is doing a badly |
needed service in informing peo
ple in what it seems to me are §
the basics of a republic. I liked
[in the last issue] that ‘working
forest’ is a euphemism for indus-
trial forestry. In other words, §

O%K

exposing euphemisms for what |
they are.

David Korten’s ‘Money is
Money; Wealth is Wealth’ shows £
up capitalism, gives us argu-
ments against it. I think it’s been ¢
recognized for years now that it
is killing the environment with
its ethic of growth, growth,
growth, growth as if there are no
finite limits. But you don't hear
this often enough.

Biomass ! Ya call this Biemass !
Th:s is nothin’ bul a bunch of

X4 bugs and Toadsteols /!
What 3ood'i$ this ta /__W;E ~f

e/

The idea of local economics resonated. In our family, it’s Vermont First and
we try to use local people, products and services first and foremost.

The Alternative Fiber Pulp Mill project was exciting and encouraging as a way to

[ The IDLE FOREST (]@T%%

Solar Dryer
I love that rarity:

clothes strung along a line,

dancing in the wind,

blow-dried by the breath of the earth.

make tree-free paper. I have long felt that industrial hemp could restore some
farming in Vermont and introduce new industries related to making paper and
cloth and other things from it.

‘Laundry and Technology’ made me smile. I'm an advocate of my ‘solar dryer’
meaning the clothesline or winter rack in a warm corner of the house. To my dis-
may, my daughter and her partner installed a dryer in the house. At least I dont
use it, and have to admit I got a dryer as a working Mom. But that was years ago!

I wrote a poem about it, and will impose on your patience by adding it here.

Thank you for the work you and the Forum staff and everyone else does for
excellence in print that helps our desire to be stewards to the earth and feeds our

I love to hang new-washed clothes.
Sheets like sails flapping off my hands;
sweet smell of soap and water.
Then, sun-warmed and ironed by breezes,
to take them down,
folding in the fragrance.

Clotheslines tell stories about people.

spirits. a

Sincerely, In Vermont, lines stretch across porches,
Lea Wood keeping clotheslines from going extinct,
UnderhilLl VT putting solar dryers up front.

Pillorying Preservationists

continued.from page 29

BMWs, spend an hour or so on the trail, and then
retreat to their suburban comforts, Knott finds exactly
what she expected to find. In creating her romanti-
cized image of these indigenous knowledge holders,
or ‘woodspeople’, she ends up patronizing
Adirondackers who are as complex, hard to describe,
and full of contradictions and inconsistencies as any-
one else just as much as her downstate millionaires

do.

Rich versus Poor

In dwelling on the thorny class issues, Knott has a
point. The average Adirondacker doesn’t have the
resources enjoyed by plutocrats who may be pushing
the cause of Adirondack environmentalism to allevi-
ate family guilt over the rape of the world’s resources
by various ancestors or to protect their privileged
enclaves from the rabble banging at the gates. But to
cast the Adirondack drama in such stark, rich-vs.-
poor terms is to grossly oversimplify the story. Pieter
Litchfield, for example, owner of a vast family estate
(including a castle) near Tupper Lake and scion of
just the ruling class that Knott appears to abhor, is
now the scourge of the Adirondack Council.

In developing her neat drama, Knott loads the dice.
The locals come across as noble victims of class war-
fare. She allows them to have their say and never
challenges any claim. John Stock, for example, makes
a familiar assertion: “One thousand acres of managed
forest provides year-round work for one person. One
thousand acres of state land doesnt do anything. It
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lies there and becomes basically the desert.”

This sort of hyperbole would come as a surprise to
the tens of thousands of hunters, anglers, photogra-
phers, hikers, climbers, skiers, and snowmobilers who
flock annually to the Forest Preserve and who spend
quite a bit of money while here. Her account of the
Vaccaro case, which she
raises more than once as
evidence of the failure of
environmentalists or the
state to act in good faith §
Or use common sense,
further illustrates her
eagerness to toe a cer-
tain line. To Knott, Dr.

up patronizing

was involved in a
lengthy eminent-domain
dispute over a large par-
cel of lake-front property in Hamilton County, is yet
another victim of elitist idiocy. In Knott’s narrative,
Vaccaro is an ‘aggrieved landowner,” motivated only
by “his love for his land and his fight to stop the state
from taking it.”

What she fails to note is that the previous owner had
been negotiating with the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation concerning state pur-
chase. With the parties unable to agree on a price, the
state had begun eminent domain proceedings before
Vacarro bought it. The whole affair was opportunisti-
cally adopted by property-rights extremists to advance
their indefensible argument that all Adirondack prop-
erty was about to be usurped by the state. The state
ended up negotiating precisely the conservation ease-
ment she suggests it refused to consider.

Coe

The Nortl;e;mLF ore&t Fom;ﬁ

In creating her romanti- -

cized image : . . she ends

Adirondackers who are as
complex, hard to |
describe, and full of con-
Vincent Vaccaro, who SRR HS T ILE L BTITeN (I
tencies as anyone else .

»

The Vaccaro incident was in fact a public-relations
disaster for the state, but it was far from being the
simple parable that Knott makes it out to be. If she
knew these details, her use of the story is dishonest; if
she didn’t know them, it’s merely sloppy scholarship.
In any case, it’s typical of the one-sided, selective
reporting that fills this volume.

Much to Like

It’s unpleasant to be so harsh on this book. There
is much to like here. The author extends deserved
sympathy to some good people who haven't been
paid much attention, and she’s right to suggest
that the environmental position has, on occasion,
been arrogantly or incompetently presented.

She genuinely would like to see the shouting stop
and steps taken toward compromise. She likes the
outdoors and the Adirondacks and surely doesn’t
intend to serve the interests of those who would abol-
ish the Park Agency and open up the backcountry to
massive development. In her final chapter she
acknowledges many of the ambiguities and complexi-
ties she otherwise downplays. Like many of us, she
wants to figure out a way to get people to listen to
each other instead of yelling past each other.

But would tapping into ‘indigenous knowledge’ when
some developer wants to carve up a lakeshore or build
a cluster of vacation homes too close to a wetland

really help?

Philip G. Terrie, an Adirondack historian and author, is
also professor of American Studies at Bowling Green
Unzversity in Obio. His review of Living with the
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Support Ecological Restoration
of the Northern Forest

Become a Supporter of the Northern Appalachian Restoration Project

The Northern Appalachian
Restoration Project (NARP) fields
grassroots projects across the Northern
Forest region that promote community
empowerment through biodiversity
protection and ecological restoration.

Our projects have demonstrated ability
to engage local constituencies in
promoting:

*Low Impact Forestry
*Marine Conservation
Alternatives to aerial spraying of
herbicides
*A regional system of interconnected,
ecological reserves & Wilderness
*Sustainable Energy, Agriculture and
Economies

We need your help to keep going!
Please consider becoming an active
supporter of a particular NARP pro-
ject—including The Northern Forest
Forum— or making a generous general
contribution.

A basic NARP membership is only $35
and brings you a subscription to the
bi-monthly Forum.

Our appreciation for your
generosity is expressed in the
ongoing work of our actvists.

Thank you!

Photo of Partridge drumming © Roger Irawin,
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| Yes! I'd like to join the Northern Appalachian Restoration Project!
|

| Name: Address:

|

I City: State: Zip: UThis is a new address.

A basic NARP membership costs $35 and includes a subscription to The Forum

3 I would like to become a member of NARP. Here is my $35.

(1 I would like to donate $ to NARP for general support.

3 Here is my gift of $500 for NARP's Forestry [ Marine Herbicide QWilderness QEnergy Project (s).

[ Here is $365: a dollar a day so that I can be an underwriter of The Northern Forest Forum

#Please return to NARP, P.O. Box 6, Lancaster, NH 03584%
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