Below: Kri

Spring, in suit from N
Gianni Versace ensemble, £1,500, and Herald and Heart's
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F I HAD any doubts that
the recession was finally
out of fashion, they were
dispelled in a few hours
on Tues
ey and even smarter c
conspired to make this one of
the most elegant Ascot Open-
ing Days in nearly a decade.
More than £1 million in cash
went on the horses in on-
course bets with the Tote.
This sum is probably not dis-
similar to that which clothed
the women and, incre
men who traditionally
Royal Ascot the best-dres
event of the season.
Valentino, Dries van Noten,

tel; 0171-627 2414)
has been full since

and now makes hats for
stylish ladies.

i Prenn in Gail Hoppen couture suit, £1,000, and hat by
ew York. £300, and Katherine Goodison hat, £150; Helen Fa
‘grandiflora’ hat, £400; Jenny Khom

Kham, in Chanel suit, £1,600, and hat from Harrods

“The Baily Tele

John Boyd, £200; Jennifer

brother in
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Ascot 1995 is proving to be one of the most elegant of the decade — but at a price. '
Hilary Alexander admired the parade on Opening Day. Pictures by Stephen Lock

berta Ferretti, Bruce Oldfield
and Chanel — the designer
labels swirled by in a mix rich
enough to make any bank
manager see red, a distinctly
unstylish shade this season.

Then there were the hats, a
monument to le grand
splurge. Royal milliner Fred-
die x, British Fashion
Award-winning Philip Treacy
and comparative newcomers
Herald and Heart of Battersea
were the favourites (conserva-
tive & )

ivy-and-roses creation de-
igned by Nicholas Oakley for
couturier Isabell Kristensen.
This season saw the death
of the Uniform
approach to standard-
issue spaniel’s e hair, big-
brim hat and the regulation
suit with short, tight skirt
showing a lot of leg. Also on
the way out was the tired
or bag on a metal chain.
perseded by a range

varied and individual sense of
style. More women had real-
ised that being “‘in fashion™

was less important than
achieving a total look that
worked from head to toe. Hair
did not swamp hats; heels
(medium height) and hem-
lines (best on or covering the
knee) were a perfect match,
All of which is good news
for those of us who shop on
street. Chains such
Hennes

replicated the k
season — softer lin
sss-and-jacket

now design
r collections for




