Sager, Abram (1810-1877).

Abram Sager was born at Bethlehem,
Albany County, New York, December 22,
1810. His father, William Sager, was a
farmer of German ancestry, who settled
in New York at an early age. Abram
studied medicine with Profs. Marsh and
Ives at Albany and New Haven, Conneo-
ticut, but graduated M. D. from Castle-
ton Medical College, at Castleton, Ver-
mont, in April, 1835. For a time he
practised in Detroit, Michigan, then at
Jackson, but finally settled at Ann Arbor.
In 1827 he was made chief of the botan-
ical and soological departments of the
Michigan Geological Survey. The soo-
logical specimens which formed the basis
of his report laid the foundation for the
present soological collection of Michigan
University Museum. The Sager Her-
barium in the University Museum con-
tains 1,200 species and 12,000 specimens.
He also prepared and placed in the
museum of the medical department a
valuable collection illustrating compara-
tive craniology, neurology and embryol-
ogy of the vertebrata. From 1842 to
1856 he was professor of botany and
soology in Michigan University; in 1848
he was made professor of theory and
practice of medicine; in 1850 professor of
obstetrics and diseases of women and
children—a place oeccupied till made
emeritus professor in 1874. He resigned
his chair because he disapproved of the
actions of the regenta in connecting home-
opathy with the medical department.
For several years before his resignation
Dr. Sager was dean of the medical depart-
ment. In 1852 the University gave him
the honorary M. A. In 1874 Dr. Sager
was elected president of the Michigan
State Medical Society, and was a member
of the Obastetrical Society of Philadel-
phia, and the New York State Medical
Bociety. Dr. SBager’s success as a teacher

was gained in spite of natural defects in
the way of an inferior physical appear-
ance, an unpleasant voice and a temper-
ament shrinking from publicity, but the
intrinsioc merit of his subject matter and
weight of character fixed the attention of
his audience.

In 1838 he married SBarah E. Dwight, of
Detroit, Michigan, and had eight children,
five of whom survived him.

He died in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Au-
gust 6, 1877, from phthisis pulmonalis.
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