
Using plants that are drought tolerant and have low water needs are smart choices. Drought tolerant
 grasses do not need supplemental irrigation and can withstand periods of water scarcity and 

prolonged dry conditions once established. Low water use grasses have adapted to water scarcity, 
use water efficiently, and continue to look good in times of water scarcity once established. 
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Andropogon virginicus Bouteloua gracilis Carex cherokeensis

Carex eburnea Eragrostis spectabilis Melinis nerviglumis ‘Savannah’

Muhlenbergia capillaris Nassella tenuissima Sorghastrum nutans

Here are a few of our top picks for drought tolerant grasses and sedges. See our full list on back!

Drought Tolerant & Low Water Use 
Grasses & Sedges



Muhlenbergia capillaris ‘White Cloud’
Muhlenbergia dumosa
Muhlenbergia lindheimeri
Muhlenbergia reverchonii
Nassella tenuissima
Panicum virgatum & cultivars
Pennisetum orientale ‘Karley Rose’
Pennisetum x advena ‘Rubrum’
Schizachyrium scoparium & cultivars
Sesleria autumnalis
Sesleria ‘Greenlee Hybrid’
Sorghastrum nutans
Sorghastrum nutans ‘Indian Steel’
Sporobolus heterolepis
Sporobolus heterolepis ‘Tara’
Sporobolus wrightii

Drought Tolerant
Andropogon gerardii
Andropogon gerardii ‘Blackhawks’ PP27949

Andropogon gerardii Karl’s Cousin® (‘Nondhwr’)

Andropogon gerardii ‘Red October’ PP26283

Andropogon ternarius ‘Black Mountain’
Andropogon virginicus
Bouteloua curtipendula
Bouteloua dactyloides
Bouteloua gracilis
Bouteloua gracilis ‘Blonde Ambition’ PP22048

Carex appalachica
Carex bicknellii
Carex cherokeensis
Carex divulsa
Carex eburnea
Carex flacca 
Carex flacca ‘Blue Zinger’

Low Water Use
Native
Bouteloua curtipendula 
Bouteloua dactyloides
Bouteloua gracilis 
Bouteloua gracilis ‘Blonde Ambition’ PP22048 
Muhlenbergia capillaris
Muhlenbergia reverchonii
Muhlenbergia lindheimeri 
Nassella tenuissima 
Sporobolus heterolepis
Sporobolus heterolepis ‘Tara’
Sporobolus wrightii 

Carex pensylvanica
Carex texensis
Chasmanthium latifolium
Chasmanthium laxum
Cortaderia selloana
Deschampsia flexuosa
Elymus hystrix
Eragrostis elliottii
Eragrostis spectabilis
Festuca glauca Beyond Blue (‘Casca11’) PP23307

Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’
Leymus arenarius ‘Blue Dune’
Melinis nerviglumis ‘Savannah’
Miscanthus sinensis cultivars
Miscanthus x giganteus
Molinia arundinacea ‘Skyracer’ 
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Non-Native
Festuca glauca Beyond Blue (‘Casca11’) PP23307 
Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’
Helictotrichon sempervirens ‘Sapphire’
Melinis nerviglumus ‘Savannah’
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