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Gorgonian of New Caledonia

Manfred GRASSHOFF
Forschunginstitut Senckenberg Francfort-sur-le-main

The following list was established after the indications and corrections of Dr Manfred Grasshoff. The
shallow water gorgonians of New Caledonia was collected by divers during the program of natural
products research in Noumea since 1975. Recently, Grasshoff and Bargibant published a field guide
on this groupe. It was the opportunity to revised different genera and described new species from
shallow waters (Grasshoff, 1999 ; Grasshoff & Bargibant, 2001). The very rich collection of deep
sea gorgonians from New caledonia is still largely unstudied (Bayer & Stefani, 1987, 1988a, b ;
Bayer, 1990).

The shallow water fauna of gorgonians is from 13 families, 45 genera and 93 species.
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List of the taxa

GORGONACEA Lamouroux, 1816
ANTHOTHELIDAE Broch, 1916

lciligorgia querciformis (Nutting, 1911)
Solenocaulon akalyx Germanos, 1896
Solenocaulon tortuosum Gray,

BRIAREIDAE Gray, 1859
Briareum stechei (Kiikenthal, 1908)

MELITHAEIDAE Gray, 1870
Acabaria baladea Grasshoff, 1999
Acabaria cinquemiglia Grasshoff, 1999
Acabaria kuea Grasshoff, 1999
Acabaria ouvea Grasshoff, 1999
Melithaea caledonica Grasshoff, 1999
Melithaea ochracea (Linne, 1758)

PARISIDIDAE Aurivillius, 1931
Parisisfruticosa Verrill,1864
Parisis poindimia Grasshoff, 1999

SUBERGORGllDAE Gray, 1859
Annella mollis (Nutting, 1910)
Annella reticulata (Ellis & Solander, 1786)
Subergorgia koellikeri Wright & Studer, 1889
Subergorgia rubra Thomson, 1905

•



•

Subergorgia suberosa (Pallas, 1766)
KEROEIDIDAE Kinoshita, 1910

Keroeides gracilis Whitelegge, 1897
GORGONIIDAE Lamouroux, 1812

Guaiagorgia anas Grasshoff & Alderslade, 1997
Hicksonella princeps Nutting, 1910
Rumphella aggregata (Nutting, 1910)

ACANTHOGORGIIDAE Gray, 1859
Acanthogorgia acrosoma Grasshoff,1999
Acanthogorgia australiensis Hentschel, 1903
Acanthogorgia augusta Grasshoff,1999
Acanthogorgia brevijlora Whitelegge, 1897
Acanthogorgia glyphica Grasshoff, 1999
Acanthogorgia ildibaha Grasshoff, 1999
Acanthogorgia isoxya Grasshoff, 1999
Acanthogorgia meganopla Grasshoff,1999
Acanthogorgia spinosa Hiles, 1899
Anthogorgia ochracea Grasshoff, 1999
Muricella paraplectana Grasshoff, 1999
Muricella plectana Grasshoff, 1999

PLEXAURIDAE Gray, 1859
Acanthomuricea mberea Grasshoff, 1999
Acanthomuricea uimea Grasshoff, 1999
Astrogorgia begata Grasshoff, 1999
Astrogorgia canala Grasshoff, 1999
Astrogorgia dumbea Grasshoff, 1999
Astrogorgia lafoa Grasshoff, 1999
Astrogorgia mengalia Grasshoff, 1999
Bebryce harpy Grasshoff, 1999
Bebryce sirene Grasshoff, 1999
Bebryce studeri Whitelegge, 1897
Echinogorgia noumea Grasshoff, 1999
Echinogorgia toombo Grasshoff, 1999
Echinomuricea indomalaccensis Ridley, 1884
Euplexaura amerea Grasshoff,1999
Euplexaura rhipidalis Studer, 1895
Lepidogorgia cimenia Grasshoff, 1999
Menella kouare Grasshoff, 1999
Menella woodin Grasshoff, 1999
Paracis caecilia Grasshoff, 1996
Trimuricea caledonica Grasshoff, 1999
Villogorgia citrina Grasshoff, 1999
Villogorgia glaesaria Grasshoff,1999
Villogorgia nozzolea Grasshoff, 1996
Villogorgia rubra Hiles, 1899

ELLISELLIDAE Gray, 1859
Dichotella gemmacea (Milne Edwards & Haime, 1857)
Ellisella acacesia Grasshoff, 1999
Ellisella azilia Grasshoff, 1999
Ellisella ceratophyta (Linne, 1758)
Ellisella cercidia Grasshoff, 1999
Ellisella eustala Grasshoff, 1999
Ellisella nuctenea Grasshoff, 1999
Ellisella plexauroides (Toeplitz (in Kiikenthal 1919)
Ellisella rossafila Grasshoff, 1999



Heliania spinescens Gray, 1860
Junceella delicata Grasshoff, 1999
Junceella eunicelloides Grasshoff, 1999
Junceellajuncea (Pallas , 1766)
Nicella carinata Nutting, 1910
Nicella flabellata (Whitelegge, 1897)
Nicella laxa Whitelegge, 1897
Nicella magna Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella cerasina Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella corona Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella diadema Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella pallida Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella rosea Grasshoff, 1999
Verrucella ixobola Grasshoff, 1999
Viminella crassa Grasshoff, 1999
Viminella glabra Grasshoff, 1999
Viminella petila Grasshoff, 1999
Viminella rossa Grasshoff, 1999

PRIMNOIDAE Gray, 1857
Perissogorgia viridis Bayer & Stefani, 1988
Perissogorgia vitrea Bayer & Stefani, 1988
Pterostenella plumatilis anatole Bayer & Stefani, 1988

ISIDIDAE Lamouroux, 1812
Acanthoisis dhondtae (Bayer & Stefani, 1987)
Isis hippuris Linne, 1758
Paracanthoisis simplex (Tixier-Durivault, 1970)
Pteronisis laboutei (Bayer & Stefani, 1987)
Pteronisis provocatoris (Bayer & Stefani, 1987)
Pteronisis whiteleggei (Thomson et Mackinnon, 1911)
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