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Abstract

This work presentsa series of drawings aswell as different criteria describing the early life stages and
juveniles of some fish species from the River Sinnamary. The material originates from studies that
began at the end of 1992 and provide some insight into the ecology of these stages. For each of the
64 different taxa, from 52 genera, 21 families and 5 orders, we describe, for individuals of different
sizes, the general body and head shapes, the fins development and the pigmentation pattern and
illustrate them with drawings. For most of these taxa, we also provide information about their spatial
and temporal occurrence, the habitats in which they were caught and their diet.

Key words: neotroprcs, larval and Juvenile fish, taxonomy, distribution, food, habitat, Characiformes,
Hemiodontidae, Curimatidae, Anostomidae, Erythrinidae, Lebiasinidae, Characidae, Siluriformes,
Doradidae, Auchenipteridae, Pimelodidae, Cetopsidae, Asprenidae, Trichomycteridae, Callichthyidae,
Gymnotiformes, Sternopygidae, Hypopomidae,Gymnotidae, Cyprinodontiformes, Rivulidae, Poeciliidae,
Perciformes, Nandidae, Cichlidae, Eleotridae
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Introduction

South America is famous for the richness of its fish communities (L 0 w e - M c Con n e II
1987) but identification of fish species remains a problem because of the scarcity of
identification manuals. Several species are even barely discriminable as adults and sorne
ecological studies have been published using partially false identifications (Var i &
Wei t z man 1990). In this context, it is understandable that only few descriptions of the
young stages of neotropical fish exist for Characiformes (B al 0 n & Fra n k 1958,
01dani 1977,1979a,1979b, 1983a.Araujo-Lima 1985,1990, 1991,Araujo­
Lima et al. 1993, Cordiviola de Yuan & Campana 1993), Siluriformes
(Chacon 1975,Godinho eta1.l978,Oldani 1983b,Kossowski &Madrid
1991, Mol 1996), Gymnotiformes (Kirschbaum & Schugardt 1995), or
Cichlidae (P en a et al. 1988, Pro k e ~ et al. 1987). The identification of young specimens
usually requires to draw extensive series of specimens of variable sizes for which different
meristic characters are recorded (N a kat an i et al. 1997, Po w 1e s & Mar k 1e 1984)
but only few scientific programmes presently allow to invest the needed time and money for
this type of work.

French Guiana, a 90000 km' overseas department of France, possesses an important
network of rivers and streams that harbour more than 400 freshwater and brackish species of
fish (P 1an que t t e et al. 1996). When Electricité de France obtaincù the mandate to
construct a dam on the River Smnamary, French laws obliged the company to l'und stuùles
aimed at documenting the impact of the dam on water quality (R i cha r d et al. 1997),
aquatic fiora (Va que r et al. 1997), aquatic fauna (H 0 r eau et al. 1997, 1998), and
especially fishes (T i t 0 d e Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994, M é r 0 n a & T i t 0 d e
Morais 1997,Tito de Morais &Raffray 1999).

Studies on early life stages of fish in the Ri ver Sinnamary began only at the end of 1992,
and provided information on taxon-habitat relationships (P 0 n ton & C 0 P P 1997,
M é ri g 0 u x & Po n ton 1999, M é r i g 0 u x et al. 1999), on changes in morphology
and diet during ontogeny (M é ri g 0 u x & P 0 n ton 1998, P 0 n ton & M é r i g 0 u x
2000), on biological traits - habitats relationships (M é r i g 0 u x et al. 2001), and on the
impact of Petit-Saut dam after its doors closed in January 1994 (P 0 n ton & Vau che 1
1998, Po n ton et al. 2000, P 0 n ton 2001). Ali the young fishes caught for these studies
were identified with the help of series of drawings and different criteria that have improved
over time.

In this context, the present work has thus two main aims: 1) to present drawings and
criteria used for identifying the young stages of more than 60 fish taxa of the River Sinnamary,
its tributaries and associated flooded areas; and 2) to provide insight into the ecology of these
young stages, their temporal and spatial occurrence, their habitats and their diet.

Study Area

The River Sinnamary is the fifth largest river of French Guiana with a length of
approximately 260 km (Fig. 1) and can be classified as a medium-sized river sensu
D y n e s i u s & Nil s son (1994). Ils drainage basin covers ca. 6565 km2 and receives
annual precipitation averaging 3000 mm (for a description of the entire river system see
Bou jar d 1992 and T i t 0 d e Mor ais et al. 1995). Ils Jower course, downstream from
the rapids where the Petit-Saut dam has been built, meanders through an old fiat coastal plain
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dominated by palms Mauritia flexuosa and Euterpe oleracea as well as 'Moutouchis'
Pterocarpus ojficinalis. Water levels are under the influence of tide that e1evates regularly the
river's fresh waters. These tidal movements cause the flow to recede into the tributaries when
River Sinnamary water levels are low. Upstream from the reservoir, four forest types are
associated with the river and its tributaries (G ra n v i Il e 1979): terra firme arborescent
assemblage, permanent swamp forest rich in monocotyledons, tlooded forests dominated by
Pteridophytes and palm swamps (for a complete list of plant species associated with the River
Sinnamary see T i t 0 de Mor ais et al. 1995).
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Fig. 1. Map of lhe River Sinnamary (French Guiana, South America), the reservoir al Petit-Saut as it appears when
full. The dJameters of the circles are propOI1lOnal to the number of samples (effort) performed with rotenone at
each site.

The mean annual discharge of the River Sinnamary is 230 m3·s' and its tlow regime is
under the dependence of the temporal succession of a short rainy season from mid­
December to mid-February, a small dry season from mid-February to mid-March, a long
rainy season from mid-March ta mid-July and a dry season from mid-July to mid-December
(Fig. 2). Unlike large tropical rivers in which tlooding is highly predictable (B a y 1e y
1988), small tropical rivers of the Guiana shield exhibit extreme short-term variability in
discharge (C 0 vic h 1988, 0 u bot e r & Mol 1993) linked to local rainy events as weil
as important year to year variations (P 0 n ton in press).

In 1988, Electricité de France (EDF) started to build a dam (total length = 750 m,
maximum height = 44 m) at Petit-Saut rapids, the first set of rapids moving upstream
(Fig. 1). This dam was intended to have the capacity to generate 111 MW when releasing
430 m3.sec-' from its four generators. Impoundment was completed in mid-1995 and this
dam is presently providing about 80 % of the electricity consumed in French Guiana.
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Material and Methods

Sampling techniques and habitat description

Descriptions of young fish were based on samples obtained with rotenone as weil as different
kind of traps and dip nets employed between 1992 and 1993 and with light traps used in 1993
and 1994 mostly downstream from the dam. The spatial distributions, temporal occurrences,
characteristics of habitats and diet presented here come only from the samples obtained by
the use of rotenone in different tribu taries of the River Sinnamary and their associated
tlooding areas downstream from the dam, upstream from the reservoir, as weil as in the littoral
zone of the reservoir (Fig. l, Table 1). Sampling took place where this technique had been
found to be the rnost efficient for sampling young fish, i.e. at the sites with maximum depth
< 1.5 m and water velocity < 20 cm·sec' (M é r i g 0 u x et al. 1999). lndeed, in deeper sites
an efficient retrieval of sunken fish is difficult and greater water velocities require the use
of important quantities of toxicant, which could potentially have disastrous effects on
downstream fishes. At each site of approximately 50 m2

, water temperature, pH, oxygen and
conductivity were first measured with an ICM 51000 rnultiparameter before any disturbance.
Then, the extents of the sampling sites were delimited by stop nets (1 mm mesh) carefully set
on the bottom in order to avoid the escape of fishes. Three successive doses of a 6.6 %
emulsifiable solution of rotenone were rnixed in the water with final concentration never
exceeding 3 mg·I'. This graduaI increase in rotenone concentration allowed the progressive
collection of the least resistant (mostly small Characiformes), then the moderately resistant
(mostly Siluriformes) and finally the most resistant juvenile fish (mostly Gymnotiformes) at
the water surface before they died and sank to the bottom. At each sampling site, the fish were
collected by a minimum of four persons equipped with 1 mm mesh dip nets. Ali specimens
were immediately preserved in 90 % alcohol for allowing future genetic studies on the
specimen deposited in different museums of natural history (Table 2). The fish not surfacing
after rotenone application were retrieved by stirring the water in crevices and under trunks,
rernoving woody debris and carefully checking for dead fish in leaf litter (total duration of
sampling: 1-2 hours). No attempt was made to detoxify rotenone outside the sampling area
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Table 1. Number of rotenone samples per month from 1993 to 1996 in the different sections of the River Sinnamary

Year Month
Section Jan. Feb. Mar Apr May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec

1993
Downstream 10

1994
Downstream 10
Lower reservOlr 6 1
Upper reservoir 3
Upstream 10

1995
Downstream 7 10 10 10 10 10 10
Lower reservoir 6
Upper reservOlr 4
Upstream 10 10 \0 10 9 10

1996
Downstream 6 5 10 10 10 10 10
Lower reservOlr 6
Upper reservoir 4
Upstream 10 10 10 10 10 10

Total 23 5 40 10 30 30 40 75 15 30 10 0

with potassium pennanganate because: 1) sampling volume was always small compared to
surrounding waters; 2) most fish species outside of the sampling site were found to detect and
avoid rotenone; 3) clay, largely represented in our sampling site, is known to reduce rapidly
the toxicity of rotenone (0 i 1der h u s 1982); and 4) above 23 oC, the half life of this
toxicant is less than one day.

After fish sampling, the surface of the area sampled was measured, the percentages of
leaf cover and woody debris, branches or tree trunks on bottom and the percentages of mud
or sand as substrate were visually estimated in 1993 and 1994 (P 0 n ton & C 0 P P 1997),
or calculated from the information recorded at each point of a 1xl m grid covering the entire
area in 1995 and 1996 (M é r i go u x et al. 1999).

Fish identification

In the laboratory, the larger specimens were sorted and identified using keys for adults by
Oéry (1977),Le Bail etal.(1984),Rojas-Beltran (1984)andKullander &
N i j s sen (1989). Identifications were later confirmed, and fish species names sometimes
modified, following Pla n que t t e et al. (1996), K e i th et al. (2000), and Le Bai 1 et
al. (2000). Younger specimens were identified by tracing back morphological (pigmentation,
relative positions of the fins, etc.) and morphometric characters (body shape, number of rays
on the anal fin, etc.) from the largest to the smallest fish (P 0 w 1e s & Mar k 1e 1984,
Na kat an i et al. 1997). In aquaria, we only raised young stages of Krobia aff. guianensis
sp1 from fertilised eggs of known parents. For ail taxa, series of specimens of variable size
were drawn by using a binocular microscope equipped with a camera lucida. As much more
information is required to identify young than adult fish (P 0 w 1e s & Mar k 1e 1984), we
did not attempt to summarise our infonnation in keys. Taxa were classified by order and
family as proposed by N e 1son (1984).
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Table 2. Taxa presented tn thls study, correspondtng page and figures, total number of early life stages and
juveniles caught with rotenone (Ntot), and reference numbers of the specImens deposlted in the National Museum
of Natural History tn Pans, France (MNHN) and the Museum of Natural Hlstory tn Geneva, Switzerland
(MHNG) Numbers may correspond to several specimens of a same slze range,

Taxon Page Figures Ntot MNHN MHNG

Hemiodopsis quadrimacu/atus (Pellegnn, 1908) 14 3,4 454 2001-231 2615.69
2001-232 261570
2001-233 261571
2001-234

Parodon guwnensis Géry, 1959 17 5,6 192 2001-235 2615,72
2001-236 2615.73

Curimatidae spp 17 7,8 5977 2001-237 2615.74
2001-238 2615.75

Chi/odus lI/lleVel Puyoo 1945 20 9,10 45 2001-239 261576
2001-240 261577

CypllOc/wrax hel/eri Stetndachner, 1910 22 Il,12 82 2001-241 2615.78
2001-242 261579

Allosto/llus brevlOr Géry, 1960 23 13.14 Il 2001-243 261580
2001-244

----- ~--- -~-----~-

Leporl/lus spp. [L. fridenci, L. gosset and L. gralltl] 23 15,17 80 2001-245 2615.81
2001-246 2615.82
2001-247 2615.83
2001-248 261584

Leporinus frideriei (Bloch, 1794) 23 16 22 2001-253 2615.85

Leporinus gossei Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1991 23 16 20 2001-252

Leponnus granti Eigenmann, 1912 23 16 40 2001-251 2615.86

Leporillus despaxi Puyo, 1943 26 16 69 2001-249 2615.87
2001-250 2615 88

Leporinus maeu/atus Stetndachner, 1910 26 16 2001-254

ErythrttlUS erythnnus (SchneIder, 1801) 27 18,19 22 2001-255 261589
2001-256 2615.90
2001-257 261591
2001-258 261592

Hop/erythrtllUs unitaelllatul (SpIX, 1829) 27 18,20 22 2001-259 2615.93

Hop/tas spp. [H. aut/ara and H /Ila/ubl1licu.l] 28 21,22,23 2269 2001-260 261594

Hoplias aimara (ValenCiennes, 1840) 28 21. 24 135 2001-261 2615.95
2001-262 2615.96

Hop/ia.1 ma/abarieus (Bloch, 1794) 28 22,25 505 2001-263 2615.97
2001-264 2615.98

Copel/a earsevennensis (Regan, 1912) 32 26,27 550 200\ -265 2615.99
2001-266 2615.100
2001-267 2616.01
2001-268 2616.02
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Table 2. contmued

Taxon Page Figures Ntot MNHN MHNG

Pyrrhulilla filamentoSQ Valenciennes in Cuvier. 1846 34 28, 29 1076 2001-269 2615.03
2001-270 261504
2001-271 2615.05
2001-272 261506
2001-273 2615.07
2001-274

Characldiumfasciadorsale Fowler, 1914 35 30,31 491 2001-280 2616.12
2001-281 2616.13
2001-282 2616.14

Melanocharacidlum cf. blennioides (Elgenmann, 1909) 37 32, 33 91 2001-283 2616.15

MicrocharacidlUm eleotrundes (Géry, 1960) 39 34, 35 242 2001-284 2616.16
2001-285 2616.17

AcestrorhYllchus spp. [A falcatus and A microlepls] 41 36, 37 191 2001-286 2616 18
2001-287 261619
2001-288 2616.20
2001-289 2616.21

Charax pauciradiatus Günther, 1864 42 38, 39 36 2001-291 2616.23
2001-292

Pnstella maxillaris (Ulrey, 1894) 44 40,41 3226 2001-293 2616.24
2001-294 2616.25
2001-295 261626
2001-296 2616.27
2001-297 2616.28

Pseudopnstella simulata Géry, 1960 44 40,42 4456 2001-298 2616.29
2001-299 261630
2001-300 2616.31
2001-301 2616.32

Myleus spp. [M rhomboidalis and M. temetzi] 45 43 0 2001-302

Myleus rllOmboidalis (Cuvier, 1818) 45 43 2001-303

Myleus temetzl (Norman, 1929) 45 43

Poptella brevispina Reis, 1989 48 44,45,49 623 2001-304 2616.33
2001-305 2616.34
2001-306 2616.35

Astyallax blmaculatus (Linnaeus, 1758) 50 46,47,49 536 2001-307 2616.36
2001-308 2616.37

lubiaba cf. keithi (Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996) 51 48,49.50 1249 2001-309 2616.38
2001-3 JO 261639
2001-311 2616.40
2001-312 2616.41
2001-313 2616.42
2001-314 2616.43
2001-315 2616.44

lubiaba meullieri (Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996) 52 51,52 22 2001-316 2616.45
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Table 2. continued

Taxon Page Figures Ntot MNHN MHNG

Bryconops spp [B. affinis (Glinther, 1864), 55 53,54 828 2001-317 2616.46
B caudomaculatus (Günther, 1869) and 2001-318 2616.47
B. melanurus (Bloch, 1795)] 2001-319 2616.48

2001-320 2616.49
2001-321 2616.50
2001-322 2616.51
2001-323 2616.52

Henugrammus ocelhter (Steindachner, 1882) 56 55,56,69 2007 2001-326 261654
2001-327 2616.55
2001-328 2616.56
2001-329 2616.57
2001-330 2616.58

Hyphessobrycon aff. sovichthys Schultz, 1944 59 57,58 62 2001-331 2616.59
2001-332 261660
2001-333 2616.61

Moenkhausia chrysargyrea (Gimther, 1864) 60 59,60 1581 2001-334 2616.62
2001-335 2616.63
2001-336 2616.64
2001-337 261665
2001-338 261666
2001-339 2616.67
2001-340 2616.68
2001-341 2616.69
2001-342 2616.70

2616.71

Moenkhausla col/eUH (Steindachner, 1882) 60 61,62 5896 2001-343 2616.72
2001-344 2616.73
2001-345 2616.74

Moenkhausla georgiae Géry, 1966 63 63,64 19 2001-346 2616.75

Moenkhausra hemlgrammoides Géry, 1966 65 65.66 1631 2001-347 2616.76
2001-348 2616.77
2001-349 2616.78
2001-350 261679

Hemigrammus unilllleatus (Gill, 1858) 65 65,67 324 2001-351 2616.80
2001-352 2616.81
2001-353 2616.82

Moenkhausia oligolepis (Günther, 1864) 67 68,69,70 3838 2001-354 261683
2001-355 2616.84
2001-356 261685
2001-357 2616.86

Moenkllllusia surinamen.m Géry, 1966 68 71,72 71 2001-358 2616.87
2001-359 2616.88
2001-360 261689

Phenacogaster aff. megalllstictus Eigenmann, 1909 70 73,74 2421 2001-362 2616.91
2001-363 2616.92
2001-364 2616.93
2001-365 2616.94
2001-366
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Table 2. continued

Taxon Page Figures Ntot MNHN MHNG

Piabucus dentatus (Kdh1reuter, 1761) 73 75, 76 39 2001-367

Doras carinatus (Linnaeus, 1766) 75 77

Parauchenipterus ga/eatus (Linnaeus, 1766) 76 78, 79 6 2001-368 2616.95
2001-369 2616.96

Tatia aff. intermedlQ (Steindachner, 1876) 76 80,81 491 2001-370 2616.97
2001-371 2616.98
2001-372 2616.99

2616.100

Pime/odella spp. [P. cristata and P. geryi] 79 82,83 177 2001-373 2617.01

Plme/odella cristata (Müller et Troschel, 1848) 79 2001-374 2617.02
2001-375 2617.03

Pseudopime/odus raninus (Val. in Cuvier et 80 84, 85 151 2001-376 2617.04
Valenciennes, 1840) 2001-377 2617.05

2001-378 2617.06

RhamdIQ que/en (Quay et Gaimard, 1824) 81 86, 87 13 2001-379 2617.07

He/ogenes marmoratus (Günther, 1863) 85 88.89 19 2001-380 2617.08
2001-381 2617.09

Dysichthys coracoideus (Cape, 1874) 85 90,91 46 2001-382 2617.10
2001-383 2617.11

ltug/anis amazonicus (Steindachner, 1882) 85 92,93 105 2001-384 2617.12
2001-385 2617.13
2001-386 2617.14
2001-387

Cal/Ichthys callichthys (Linnaeus, 1758) 87 94,95 27 2001-388 2617.16
2001-389 2617.17
2001-390

Mega/echis thoracata (Valenciennes, 1840) 90 96,97 38 2001-391 2617.18
2001-392 2617.19

Sternopygus macrurus (Bloch et Schneider, 1801) 92 98,99 106 2001-395 2617.22
2001-396 2617.23
2001-397 2617.24
2001-398 2617.25

Brachyhypopomus beebei (Schultz, 1944) 94 100,101 306 2001-399 2617.26
2001·400 2617.27
2001-401 2617.28
2001-402 2617.29

Hypopomus artedi (Kaup, 1856) 96 102, 103 124 2001-403 2617.30
2001-404 2617.31
2001-405 2617.32
2001-406 2617.33
2001-407 2617.34
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Table 2. continued

Taxon Page Figures Ntot MNHN MHNG

Gynlllotus spp. [G. anguillaris and G. carapo] 97 104, 106 896 2001-408 2617.35
2001-409 261736

Gymllotus anguillaris Hoedeman, 1962 97 104.105 2001-410 2617.37
2001-411 2617.38
2001-412 2617.39
2001-413 2617.40
2001-414 2617.41
2001-415 2617.42

Gymllotus carapo Linnaeus. 1758 97 104,105 2001-416 2617.43
2001-417 2617 44
2001-418 2617.45
2001-419 2617 46
2001-420 2617.47

Rivulus agilae Hoedeman. 1954 99 107,108 375 2001-421 2617.48
2001-422 2617.49
2001-423 2617.50

Rlvulus xipllldlUS Huber, 1979 100 109,110 670 2001-424 2617.51
2001-425 261752
2001-426 2617 53

Micropoecllia spp. [M blfurca (Eigenmann, 1909), lOI Ill, 112 171 2001-428 2617.55
M. parae (Eigenmann. 1894). and M cf. picta
(Regan, 1913)]

Polycelltrus pUllctatus (Linnaeus, 1758) 102 113. 114 115 2001-430 2617.57
2001-431 2617.58
2001-432 2617.59

Clel/iTracara maronii (Steindachner, 1882) 104 113, 115 168 2001-433 2617.60
2001-434 2617.61
2001-435 2617.62

Nannacara spp. [N. anomala Regan, 1905 and 106 113. 116 1181 2001-436 2617.63
N. aureocepiTalus Al1gayer. 1983] 2001-437 2617.64

2001-438 2617.65
2001-439 2617 66
2001-440

Crenicichia sa.wtilis (Lmnaeus, 1758) 107 117, 118 2082 2001-441 2617.67
2001-442 2617.68

Krobta aff. guianen.m sp.l (Regan, 1905) 107 119.120.121 5702 2001-443 2617.69
2001-444 261770
2001-445 261771
2001-446 261772
2001-447 2617.73
2001-448 2617.74
2001-449 2617.75
2001-450 2617 76

Eleotns plSO/llS (Gme1in, 1789) llO 122, 123 5240 2001-454 ·2617.80
2001-455 2617.81
2001-456 2617 82

Dorml/ator maculatus (Bloch, 1790) III 122.124 21 2001-457
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We separated non-adults and adults of each species according to limits of size used by
M é r i g 0 u x & Po n ton (1998), which were based on the observed minimum sizes at
first maturity of females. Ali lengths correspond to standard length (SL) measured from the
tip of the snout to the tip of the notochord or the base of the C-fin when the notochord is
flexed. Following M é r i g 0 u x & Po n ton (1998) and Po n ton et al. (2000), non­
adults were categorised based on SL into early life stages (about 4.0 ta 15.0-20.0 mm,
depending on species), young juvemles (about 15.0-20.0 to 30.0-50.0 mm) and older
juveniles (> 30.0-50.0 mm to the minimum size at first maturity). Our descriptions of the
general shape of the body, head size and eye size (Table 3) correspond to the broad
categories used by Lei s & Car son - E w art (2000).

Table 3. Broad categories used to describe the general shape of the body. head Slze. and eye size. With SL:
standard length. BD. body depth. HL' head length. and ED: eye dIameter (after LeI s & Car son - E w art
2000. modlfied)

General shape of the body
Very elongate
Elongate
Moderate
Deep
Very deep

Head Size
Small
Moderate
Large

Eye dimater
Small
Moderate
Large

BD in % ofSL
<10

10-20
20-40
40-70
>70

HL in % of SL
<20

20-33
>33

ED in % of HL
<25

25-33
>33

Data analysis

For each taxon, we first calculated the number of individuals per ml at each sampling site.
For each size class, we determined the occurrence of individuals each month and the
minimum and maximum values of temperature (Te in oC), pH, conductivity (Cd in ~S'cml),

oxygen (Ox in mg·l'I), percentage of leaf coyer (%L) and woody debris, branches or tree
trunks (%W) on bottom and percentage of mud (%M) or sand (%S) as substrate, for ail the
sites where individuals were present. Stomach contents analyses were based on individuals
caught in 1995 and 1996 downstream from the dam and upstream from the reservoir
(M é r i g 0 u x & P 0 n ton 1998). Diet items of ten randomly chosen individuals of each
size c1ass were assigned to ten categories: fish (Fi), molluscs (mainly snails, Mo), large
crustaceans (shrimps, Lc), micro-crustaceans (Copepoda, Cladocera and Ostracoda, Mc),
terrestrial insects (Ti), insect larvae (Il), hydracarians (Hy), rotifers (Ro), miscellaneous
vegetative debris (Mi) and substrate (Su). The relative volumes of each category were
estimated following the method of S he 1don & M e f f e (1993). For each fish, the most
abundant food category was assigned rank 1, the second most abundant rank 2 and so on. For
each individual, ranks of food categories were then converted into percentages by a modified
version of the MacArthur broken stick model (M a g u rra n 1988). This model gives the
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100 , 1
N,=-L-

S "., n

expected percentage N, of each food category i when eaten randomly and simultaneously
by a fish by:

with S =total number of food categories and N, =rank number of food category.
Thus, a fish feeding on two food categories will have 100/2(1/1 +112)=75 assigned to

category ranked 1 and 100/2(112)=25 to category ranked 2. Identically, an indlvidual feeding
on three different categories will have 1100/18, 500/18 and 200/18 assigned for categories
ranked 1, 2 and 3 respectively. We finally calculated the mean N, calculated for ail the
individuals of each size class.

Results and Discussion

In total we caught and identified young stages of 64 different taxa from 52 genera, 21 families
and five orders. This represents about a half of 126 freshwater fish species listed in the River
Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994).

A. CHARACIFORMES

1. Hemiodontidae

FOllr species of Hemiodontidae are present in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan n e 1994) but we never caught young stages of Bivibranchia bimaculata Vari,
1985 nor those of Hemiodus aff. wzimaculatus.

Hemiodopsis quadrimaculatus (Pellegrin, 1908)

Early life stages of H. qlladrimaclilatus present an elongated cylindrical body, a triangular
head of moderate size and a pointing snout (Fig. 3a). The round eyes are moderately large,
and the mouth barely reaches to the eye. The straight gut reaches > 80 % of body length. At
that stage, only the rays of the C- and D-fin are present. Finfold remnants are also still present
ventrally anterior to the anus. The D- and V-fins are set medianly relative to SL and the
adipose fin is already present. Pigmentation on the body consists of one double dorsal and
one single mediolateral line of melanophores starting at the anterior margin of the D-fin, and
one ventral row of melanophorcs. These rows highly contrast with the whitish aspect of the
rest of the body. From 18.0-19.0 mm on, the body slightly deepens, the eyes and the mouth
become smaller relative to head size and the A-fin rays are present (Fig. 3b). Three of the four
characteristic vertical black dark bands begin to appear laterally behind the P-fins, at the
posterior margin of the dorsal final and the anterior margin of the A-fin. Once the fourth bar
appears, it resembles a triangular spot on the caudal peduncle. From 24.0 mm on,
H. quadrimaculatus juveniles possess most of the morphological characteristics of the adults
(Fig. 3c) but their pigmentation lacks the two black bars on the C-fin.

Small H. qlladrimaculatus should not be confounded with small Bryconops spp. (Fig. 53)
or small Piabucus dentatus (Fig. 75), which present a more rounded snout and a shorter gut.
They should neither be misidentified as smail Parodon guianensis (Fig. 5), which are much
more pigmented. When they are larger, young H. quadrimaculatus are easily identified by
thcir pattern of pigmentation and their short A-fin (19).

14



Fig. 3. Hemiodopsis quadrimaculatus a) 10.7 mm. b) 190 mm and c) 24.0 mm. Black horizontal bom represent 1 mm.

b

c
Te pH Cd Ox %L %W %M %S'

Min 237 4.3 131 38 10 18 0 7

Max 272 56 281 76 99 38 93 100

Min 237 43 131 21 10 10 0 0

Max 268 59 270 76 100 60 100 100

Min 237 45 135 34 4 10 0 0

Max 280 59 270 75 99 68 100 100
14[
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Fig. 4. HemlOdopsis quadrimaculatus a) spatial dIstribution (a11 individuals) with denslties (N.lOO m') proportional
to the size of circles, b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics (Te: temperature in oC, Cd: conducltvlty in
IlS.cm " Ox: oxygen in mg l', %L: percentage ofleaf cover, %W: percentage of woody debris, branches or tree trunks.
%M: percentage of mud as substrate, %S: percentage of sand as substrate) for early life stages <14 mm. young
Juveniles 14 to 24 mm. and old juveniles 24 to 90 mm, and d) relative importance of various dietary items (FI' fish,
Mo: mo11uscs, Lc: large crustaceans (shrimps), Mc: mlcro-crustaceans (Copepoda, Cladocera and Ostracoda), Ti:
terrestrial insects, 11: insect larvae, Hy hydracarians, Ro rot1fers, MI. misce11aneous vegetative debris and Su
substrate) for early life stages and young juveniles only.
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Fig. S. Parodoll guiallell.HS a) 8 5 mm lateral and dorsal view. b) Il 5 mm, c) 150 mm and d) 430 mm. HOrizontal
bars represen t 1 mm
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Fig. 6. Parodoll glllallen.m a) spatial distribution (ail mdivlduals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics for early Il fe stages <16 mm and young juveniles 16 to 35 mm and d) relative Importance of various
dietary Items for early IIfe stages only Habitat and prey codes in Fig 4
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Young H. quadrimacu/atus were caught near the dam in the downstream section, in the
upper reaches of the reservoir and in the upstream section (Fig. 4a). They occurred in our
samples only in March-April and from June to October (Fig. 4b) in a very large range of
habitats (Fig. 4c). At 14.0-24.0 mm, young fish mostly ate insect larvae but included more
small sized prey in their diet as they grew (Fig. 4d).

Parodon guianensis Géry, 1959

At 8.5-9.0 mm P. guianensis early life stages present an elongate to very elongate, laterally
compressed, body (Fig. Sa). The head is ovate and small to moderate, the snout is pointed, the
oblique mouth reaches to the anterior edge of the eyes, which are of moderate size and obhquely
elongate. The straight gut reaches 60 % of body length. The C-fin presents mcipient rays when
onty the anlagen of the D- and A-fin can be observed. The uniformly white body highly contrasts
with the dorsal double row of melanophores, the ventral series of large melanophores, and the
thin mediolateral hne. At 11.0 mm, the body deepens and becomes more cylindrical, the head is
moderately large, the snout is still pointing and the obliquely elongate eyes remain of moderate
size (Fig. Sb). At that SL, aIl fin rays are present except those of P-fin but remnant of the finfold
can be observed ventrally. D- and V-fins are positioned at mid-body oppositely from each other.
From that SL onward, the pigmentation intensifies dorsally and laterally. Ventrally, a large band
of melanophores persists behind the head. From 15.0 mm on, the mouth is terminal, the eyes
become somewhat round, and ail fins are completed (Fig. Sc). The tateral band of melanophores
is enlarged, the dorsal surface of the entire body is dark and a characteristic band of melanophores
bisects the eye and extends onto the snout. At 40.0 mm, P. guianensis juveniles looks like adults
with the characteristic shape of the body deepened at D-fin level, the triangular head, the pointing
snout, the obliquely elongate eyes and the inferior position of the mouth (Fig. 5d). Pigmentation
is also characteristic of adults except for fins, which remain unpigmented.

P. guianensis early Iife stages have a more pointed snout and a longer gut than
Bryconops spp. (Fig. 53) or small P. delltatus (Fig. 75). P. guianensis juveniles are easily
identified by their pigmentation pattern and their short A-fin (1 7).

Young P. guianensis were only caught upstream from the reservoir (Fig. 6a). Individuals
< 16.0 mm were observed in our samples from January to October (Fig. 6b) in habitats
where the substrate consisted in clay and/or mud (Fig. 6c). The diet of the youngest
P. guianensis comprised mainly micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 6d).

2. Curimatidae

There are four species of curimatids in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan n e 1994) but we were only able to identify young Chi/odus zunevei and Cyphocharax
heUeri to species leveI. The group we addressed as Curimatidae spp. thus comprises the
progeny of Curimata cyprinoides (Linnaeus, 1758) and Cyphoclzarax sp. (gr. spi/urus).

Curimatidae spp.

Early life stages of Curimatidae spp. cannot be confounded with the progeny of other
Characiformes. Their body is moderately elongated and cylindrical, the ovate head is large,
the snout rounded, the terminal mouth does not reach to the anterior edge of the small eyes
(Fig. 7a). The gut represents more than two third of SL. The body is scattered with evenly
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Fig. 7. CUrimatldae spp. a) 7.5 mm, b) 9.0 mm and c) 155 mm HOrilOntal bars reprcsent 1 mm
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Fig. 8. CunmatIdae spp. a) spatial distnbutlOn (ail Indlviduals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics
and d) relatIve Importance of vanous dietary Items for early life stages <14 mm, young Juveniles 14 to 30 mm,
and old juveniles 30 to 90 mm Habitat and prey codes ln Fig 4
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Fig. 9. Chilodus zunevei a) 10.0 mm lateral and dorsal Ylew. b) 12.0 mm, c) 14.0 mm and d) 19.0 mm. Horizontal
bars represent 1 mm.

spaced melanophores that give a brownish aspect to individuals when fixed in alcohol. The
adipose fin is also pigmented. From 8.5-9.0 mm the body becomes deeper, the head remains
large and the V-fins develop (Fig. 7b). The body is always heavily and homogeneously
pigmented. At 15.0-16.0 mm, the body shape of Curimatidae spp. begins to look like that of
adult (Fig. 7c). AlI fins are completed except the pectorals. Pigmentation patterns vary from
individual to individual, certainly accordingly to the species they belong to.

We caught early life stages of Curimatidae spp. in all three sampled sections of the River
Sinnamary except in the central part of the reservoir (Fig. 8a) from March to November (Fig.
8b). We found them in a wide range of habitats except those 100 % covered by sand that
appeared to be avoided by individuals <14.0 mm (Fig. 8c). Curimatidae spp. <14.0 mm preyed
upon mîcro-crustaceans, insect larvae, rotifers, miscellaneous vegetative debris and substrate
when larger individuals included an increasing proportion of substrate in their diet (Fig. 8d).
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Clzilodus z.ullevei Puyo, 1945

At 9.5-10.0 mm, early life stages of C. zunevei have an elongated body, an ovate head of
moderate size, a blunt snout, a small oblique almost vertical mouth and small round eyes
(Fig. 9a). The gut can reach up to 70 % of SL. The rays of the C-fin are present, the finfold
remains and is especially large ventrally. Anlagen of the A- and D-fin are observed. Rows of
melanophores enhance the pattern of myomeres (n =31 - 32) on each side of the body. Two dark
spots can be observed on the C-fin base and a band of melanophores is present from the snout
to the operculum. From 11.0 mm on, the body deepens and the head becomes markedly
triangular (Fig. 9b). At that SL, ail fins but P-ones present rays. The entire body darkens with
regularly spaced dark spots on the dorso-Iateral surface of the body and clusters ofmelanophores
on its ventro-Iateral surface. The horizontal band of melanophores anteriorly to the eye is large,
and the adipose fin becornes deep black except its unpigmented centre. Ail fins are mostly
unpigmented except sorne melanophores at the base of the D-, C-, A- and V- fins. At 14.0 mm,
the body and head shapes are similar but the rays of the P-fins are completed and regularly
spaced clusters of melanophores cover most of the body (Fig. 9c). A thin line of melanophores
remains on the A-fin base and along the first ray of the D-fin. At 19.0 mm, juveniles present the
characteristic diamond body shape and the pattern of melanophores of the adult (Fig. 9d).

Young C. zunevei were mostly caught in the upper reaches of the reservoir and upstream
from Petit-Saut Lake, hut sorne indlVlduals were also caught immediately downstream from the
ùam (Fig. 10a). Early lite stages were caught only ID March and tram June to August
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Fig. 10. CiIl/odu.I' ;Ulle\'el a) spatial dlstnbutlon (ail indlviduals). b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat charactenstlcs,
and d) relative importance of vanous dletary items for early life stages < 13 mm, young Juveniles 13 ta 3D mm,
and old juvenJle~ 30 ta 65 mm HaMat and prey codes in Fig 4
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a

Fig. 11. Cyphocharax hel/ai a) 8 5 mm, b) Il.5 mm and c) 13 5 mm Honzontal bars represent 1 mm

a

c

b

Te pH Cd Ox %L %W %M %5
Mm 236 40 15.0 15 45 3 10 19

Max 268 58 300 71 99 80 81 90

Mm 236 40 151 15 45 24 10 9

Max 245 48 194 56 76 88 91 90

Min 236 4.0 170 15 76 24 71 29
Max 236 40 17.0 15 76 24 71 29
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Fig. 12. Cyphocharax hel/ai a) spatIal distribution (ail individuals) and b) temporal occurrence, and c) habitat
characteristics for early life stages <14 mm, young juveniles 14 to 30 mm, and old juveniles 30 to 90 mm Habitat
codes in Fig. 4.

(Fig. lOb). Juveniles>13.0 mm were never caught in deoxygenated waters and ail stages appear
to avoid any habitat entirely covered with sand (Fig. IOc). Whatever the SL range considered,
young C. zunevei mainly preyed upon insect larvae and micro-crustaceans (Fig. 10d). \ "
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Cyphocharax helleri Steindachner, 1910

The smallest C. helleri we caught was 8.5 mm. At that SL early life stages present an elongate
to moderately-elongate cylindrical body, a triangular head of moderate size, a blunt snout,
a small terminal mouth that does not reach to the anterior margin of the eye, and small round
eyes (Fig. lIa). The gut represents 60 to 70 % of SL. The fin rays of the C-, D- and A-fin
begin to appear, whereas V-fins are only present as buds. The head and the body, especially
in its dorso-Iateral part, are heavily pigmented with large scattered melanophores. The snout
and the dorsal surface of the brain appear very dark. D-, C- and A-fin present numerous
melanophores at their base that align more or less along the rays. At Il.0-11.5 mm, the
body increases in depth at the level of the D-fin and the head is more evidently triangular
(Fig. 11 b). Ail fins except the pectoral ones are complete. Pigmentation intensifies with
growth. The melanophores are organised laterally in longitudinal lines that coyer the entire
body and are crossed by oblique shorter ones. The head takes on a very dark aspect with the
coalescence of its melanophores. On the tip of the caudal peduncle and the base of the C-fin,
the melanophores becorne denser ,!nd begin to form the vertical bar characteristic of adults.
At 13.0-14.0 mm, C. helleri present the body shape, the longitudinal zigzag pattern of
melanophores and the vertical black bar on the extremity of the caudal peduncle that
characterise the adult.

Young C. helleri were mostly caught in the upper reaches of the reservoir and upstream
from Petit-Saut Lake but sorne indlviduals were a1so caught immediatcly downstream from
the dam (Fig. 12a). Early life stages <14.0 mm were caught at only one occasion in July and
older juveniles >30.0 mm were observed from January to October (Fig. 12b). Young
C. helleri were observed in a large range of habitats but appeared to avoid those entirely
covered with sand, mud or litter (Fig. 12c).

3. Anostomidae

Ti t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan ne (1994) listed seven species of Anostomidae in the
River Sinnamary, six of them belonging to the genus Leporinus, but we never caught the
young stages of L. fascia/us (Bloch, 1794).

Fig. 13. Allostomus breVlOr a) 14.5 mm and b) 23.0 mm Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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1Te pH Cd Ox %L y.w %M %S
Min 244 52 270 61 45 3 34 34

Max 268 58 279 75 84 21 66 66

Min 238 4.6 129 49 25 21 99 0

Max 260 4.7 131 50 89 26 100 1

Min 260 46 131 50 25 21 99 1

Max 260 46 131 50 25 21 99 1
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Fig. 14. Allostomus brevior a) spatial distribution (aIl individuals), b) temporal occurrence, and c) habitat
characteristlcs for early IIfe stages <14 mm, young juveniles 14 to 30 mm, and old Juveniles 30 to 75 mm Habitat
codes in Fig. 4.

Anostomus brevior Géry, 1960

At 14.0-14.5 mm A. brevior young juveniles present an eJongate cylindrical body,
a triangular head of moderate size, a small oblique mouth, round eyes of moderate size and
rays on every fin (Fig. 13a). Pigmentation includes blotches of melanophores more or less
regularly spaced on the dorso-lateral surface of the body, patches on the fore- aQd hindbrain and
a more diffuse large band of melanophores from the tip of the snout to the end of the caudal
peduncle. AlI fins are unpigmented except the base of D-, C- and A-one and the extremity of
the adipose one. At 23.0 mm, A. brevior juveniles look like young adults (Fig. 13b).

We caught the young A. brevior upstream from the reservoir (Fig. 14a) at the beginning
of the dry season only (Fig. 14b), mostly in habitats with a high proportion of mud and/or
clay (Fig. 14c). The number of individuals caught was too low to study their diet.

Leporinus spp. [L. friderici (Bloch, 1794), L. gossei Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1991 and
L. granti Eigenmann, 1912]

Young L. friderici (Bloch, 1794), L. gossei Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1991 and L. granti
Eigenmann, 1912 are difficult to discriminate, we thus grouped them at the genus level.

At 9.5 mm early life stages of Leporinus spp. present an elongate body, a triangular head
of moderate size, a small oblique mouth and small round eyes (Fig. 15a). The gut is deep in
its half anterior part and resembles a straight tube in its posterior section. At that SL, the
finfold is large and continuous ventrally from the cleithrum lo the anus. Dorsally it is still
present as remnants on the caudal peduncle. Most of the rays of the C-fin are present, while
those of the D-fin are just starting to form. Incipient rays of the A-fin are also observed.
Pigmentation consists in very dark patches that highly contrast with the white colour of the
body. A horizontal black band of meJanophores is present on the snout at the eye level.
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Another conspicuous curved black band encompasses the A- and C-fin. The latter appears to
join the adipose fin, which has a very dark extremity. The remaining pigmentation consists of
V-shaped blotches of melanophores on the body which density varies from individual to
individuals, and scattered melanophores on the hindbrain and the operculum.

At 15.0 -17.0 mm, the body shape is moderately elongate, the triangular head represents
one third of SL (Fig. 15b). The oblique mouth is very small, reaching to half the distance
between the lip of the snoul and lhe anlerior eùge of the round eyes of moderate size. Ail the
fin rays are present. The pattern of pigmentation varies from individuals and consists in
a scattering of melanophores on the entire body that become denser along up to seven more
conspicuous vertical bands. These bands are denser on the dorso-Iateral surface of the body
and the central one ex tends across the D- and V-fins. The horizontal black band of pigments
remains on the snout, the extremity of the A-fin remains unpigmented and one patch of
melanophores becomes conspicuous at the base of the C-fin.

Fig. 15. Early life stage of Lel'0nnus spp. a) 9 5 mm, b) 17.0 mm, c) 27 0 mm tentatlvely Idenufied as Lel'orlllus
fnderiCl or L govsel and d) 260 mm tentauvely identiflCd as l, grallll Black horizontal bars represents 1 mm.
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a b

c

Fig. 16. Relative positions of the A- and C-fin of al young L. fridericilL. gossei and b) young L. granli. The last
ray of the A-fin reaches the anterior limlt of the C-fin in L. frideriCl/L. gossel and extends only mid-dIstance of
the caudal peduncle in L. grallli. Young stages of c) L. despaxi 22.0 mm and d) L. maeu/alus 26.0 mm. HOrizontal
bars represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 17. Leporinus spp. a) spatial distribution (ail individuals), bl temporal occurrence. and cl habitat characteristics
for early life stages <13 mm, young Juveniles 13 to 4S mm, and old Juveniles 4S to 11 S mm. Habitat codes in Fig. 4.
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At 26.0-27.0 mm, L. friderici or L. gossei (Fig. 15c) and L. granti (Fig. l5d) juveniles
begin to present the pattern of pigmentation of the adults. Three large dark spots on the
flanks of L. fridericilL. gossei juveniles contrast with less dense vertical bands of pigments,
whereas the pigmentation pattern of L. granti juveniles consist in patches of equal density.
These patterns can vary importantly from specimen to specimen.

We suggest to use the length of the last ray of the A-fin for distinguishing L. fridericil
L. gussei and L. granli juveniles: it reaches to the anterior Iimit of the C-fin in L. fridericil
L. gossei (Fig. 16a) and ex tends only mid-distance of the caudal pedunde in L. granti
(Fig. J6b). The distinction wi th L. despaxi Puyo, 1943 (Fig. 16c) and L. maculatus
Steindachner 1910 (Fig. 16d) can be easily made for young juveniles >15.0 mm from the
pattern of their pigmentation.

Young Leporinus spp. were caught in ail the sampIed sections except III the central part
of the reservoir (Fig. l7a). Early life stages <13.0 mm were observed only in March and
June-July (Fig. l7b) and seemed to prefer habitats with high proportions of leaf coyer,
woody debris and mud (Fig. 17c). During their ontogeny, the diet of young Leporinus spp.

'" lf --.J.'1
d

Fig. 18. Ery/hrinus erythrinus a) 7.5 mm lateral and dorsal view, b) 14.0 mm and c) 38.0 mm, and d)
H0l'lerythrinus unitaematus 21.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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switched from mainly micro-crustaceans to insect larvae, and finally to insect larvae and
miscellaneous debris (Fig. 17d).

4, Erythrinidae

Erythrinus erythrinus (Schneider, 1801) and Hoplerythrinus unitaeniatus (Spix, 1829)

At 7.5 mm, the notochord E. erythrinus early Iife stages is not flexed, the moderately
compressed body is elongate, the ovate head is small, the snout is convex, the upper maxilla
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Fig. 19. Erytlzrinus erytlzrinus a) spatial distribution (all mdividuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics
forearly life stages <16 mm, youngjuveniles 16 to 50 mm, and oldJuveniles 50 to 150 mm and d) relative importance
of various dietary items for early life stages and young juveniles only. Habitat and prey codes in Fig 4.

reaches to the anterior edge of the pupil, the obliquely elongate eyes are of moderate size
(Fig. 18a). The anterior half of the gut presents a clear triangular shape whereas the posterior
part is straight. A continuous finfold surrounds the body in which incipient rays of the C-fin and
anlagen of the D-fin can be observed. Melanophores are scattered on the entire body except the
caudal tip. On the body, melanophores enhance the geometry of the myomeres. Melanophores
also coyer the nape, the dorsal and ventro-lateral surfaces of the head where they coalesce in
a conspicuous horizontal black line that bisects the eyes and extends onto the snout. Sprinklings
of tiny melanophores are also present on the finfold posteriorly to the anus and dorsally.

At 14.0-15.0 mm, the body of young E. erythrinus is less compressed but remains
elongate, the ovate head becomes large with a convex snout, the mouth reaches to the
anterior edge of the pupil, but the eyes remain elongate (Fig. 18b). At that SL, the rays of ail
fins except pectoral ones are present. The scattered melanophores on the body tend to
coalesce into larger patches dorsally, anterior to the D-fin, and on the dorsal surface of the
head. Dark patches coyer the tip of the snout, the upper and lower jaws and the operculum.
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Fig. 20. Hill'lerylhrillus unilaemalus a) spatial dIstribution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence for young
Juvemles 19 to 30 mm and old Juvemles 30 to 210 mm and c) habitat characteristic5 for young Juveniles only
Habuat codes in Fig 4

A- and V-fins are unpigmented whereas sorne pigments are present on the D-fin, especially
at its base. Melanophores on the C-fin align in curved vertical lines and the characteristic
black spot at its mid-base can be observed.

At 25.0-30.0 mm, E. erythrinus juveniles look Iike young adults (Fig. 18c) and can be
easily distinguished from young Hoplerythrinus unitaeniatus (Spix, 1829), which present
a deeper body, a larger more rounded head and a virtually unpigmented body with the
exception of a horizontal black line that extends from the operculum to the base of the
middle rays of the C-fin (Fig. 18d).

We caught young E. erythrinus in ail the sampled sections except in the central part of the
reservoir (Fig. 19a). Early life stages were caught from January to October (Fig. 19b). Young
E. erythrinus were caught in a large range of habitats, but older individuals appear to avoid
habitats covered mostly by sand (Fig. 19c). Individuals <16.0 mm ingested mostly micro­
crustaceans and insect larvae and switched almost exclusively to the later when larger (Fig. 19d).

Young H. unitaeniatus (N=22) were caught only downstream to the dam (Fig. 20a), but
too infrequently for us to detect any consistent pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig.
20b). Most of the young were caught in habitats where the bottom was covered with mud
and presented large amounts of leaves (Fig. 20c). Specimens were not caught in sufficient
number to detect reliable pattern in thelr diet.

Hoplias aimara (Valenciennes, 1840) and H. malabaricus (Bloch, 1794)

Identification of early life stages of H. aimara and H. malabaricus is problematic and
we grouped individuals <20.0 mm at the genus level for studying their ecology (e.g.
M é r i go u x & Po n ton 1999, Po n ton et al. 2000). However, we will tentatively
describe the early Iife stages of both species separately here keeping in mind that differences
for sorne individuals are not always so clear-cut.
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At 10.0-11.0 mm early life stages of H. aimara present an elongate laterally compressed
body, an ovate head of moderate size, a terminal mouth that reaches to the anterior edge of
the pupil, large horizontally elongate eyes (Fig. 21 a). The gut reaches 70 % of SL. At that
size, remnants of the finfold are still observable with thickenings that correspond to the
future D-and A-fins whereas the rays of the C-fin are already developed. The body of young
H. aimara is Iightly and homogeneously pigmented, the snout and the dorsal surface of the
head appearing dark. At 13.0-14.0 mm, the body is deeper, the head is still large and the
snout pointed, the size of the eyes becomes moderate relatively to head size but they are
clearly smaller vertically than horizontally (Fig. 2Ib). At that SL, the rays of ail fins except
the pectoral ones are present. Melanophores form numerous dark patches over the entire
body surface, on the dorsal surface of the head, and on the operculum. Melanophores on the
D-, C- and V-fins align along the rays but remain only near the base of the A-fin. From
25.0 mm onwards, H. aimara juveniles look like young adults with a characteristic
triangular head, relatively large elongated eyes, which are positioned quite dorsally, and
patches of pigmentation that vary greatly between individuals (Fig. 2Ic).

b

c

Fig. 21. Hop/ias Qlmara a) Il.0 mm lateral, dorsal and ventral view, b) 13.0 mm and c) 25.0 mm wlth ventral view
of the head. Horizontal bars represent J mm.
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At 9.0-10.0 mm, early life stages of H. malabaricus present an elongate laterally
compressed body, an squarish head of moderate size, a terminal mouth that reaches to the
pupil, a short snout, and round eyes of moderate size (Fig. 22a). The gut represents 65 % of
SL. At that SL, the finfold is still present with incipient rays of the future D-fin and only the
anlagen of the A-fin. Only the rays of the C-fin have started to develop. The pigmentation is
light with clusters of melanophores over the entire body, the gut, the snout and the dorsal
surface of the head. At 13.0---14.0 mm, the posterior part of the body increases in depth, the
head is still large, the snout more roundish, the size of the eyes becomes small relatively to
head size, but their shape is clearly round (Fig. 22b). In that size range, the rays of ail fins
except the pectoral ones are present. Melanophores form light brownish patches scattered over
the entire body surface, of the dorsal surface of the head and on the operculum. Melanophores
on the D-, C- and V-fins align along the rays but remain near the base of the A-fin only. From
25.0 mm onwards, H. malabaricus young juveniles look like adults with a characteristic
rounded snout, relatively small round eyes and a conspicuous dark line that extends from the
operculum to the C-fin and contrasts with the brown colour of the body (Fig. 22c).

a

b

c

Fig. 22. Hop/laS n/a/abarÎcus a) 9 0 mm lateral. dorsal and ventral view. b) 130 mm and c) 25 0 mm with ventral
view of the head. Honzontal bars represent J mm.
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Early life stages of H. aimara and H. malabaricus can be tentatively distinguished from
the shape of their eyes (horizontally elongate vs. round, respectively) and their patterns of
pigmentation (homogeneous vs. patchy, respectively). When their SL exceeds 20.0 mm, the
young juveniles of the two species can be confidently distinguished by the shape and
position of the eyes, the shape of the snout and the pattern of pigmentation. In older
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Fig. 23. Hop/ias spp. a) spatial distribution (ail indivlduals). b) temporal occurrence. c) habitat characteristics and
d) relative importance of various dietary Items for early life stages <20 mm. Habitat and prey codes ln Fig. 4.
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Fig. 24. Hoplias aimara a) spatial distribution (ail individuals). b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics
for young juveniles 20 to 50 mm, and old juveniles 50 to 400 mm and d) relative Importance of various dietary
items for young juveniles only. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4.
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juveniles, the shape of the lower jaw, when observed ventrally, can help discriminate H.
aimara (Fig. 21c) from H. malabaricus (Fig. 22c).

Young Hoplias spp., H. aimara and H. malabariclis were caught almost everywhere in
the River Sinnamary (Figs. 23a, 24a and 2Sa respectively). Early Iife stages and young
juveniles were present year-round in our catches (Figs. 23b, 24b and 25b). They were
observed in a large range of habitats except those covered entirely with sand (Figs. 23c, 24c
and 2Sc). Hoplias <20.0 mm ingest mostly micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 23d).
whereas larger specimens switch to insect larvae and fishes (Figs. 24d and 2Sd), with larger
H. malabaricus also preying on large crustaceans and terrestrial insects.

S. Lebiasinidae

Copella carsevennensis (Regan, 1912)

At 6.S-7.0 mm, the moderately compressed body of C carsevennensis is elongated, the ovate
head is of moderate size, the snout is rounded, the small oblique mouth does not reach to the
eye and the round eyes are large (Fig. 26a). The gut reaches SO % or SL. At that SL, the
notochord is curved into an S-shape and forms a characteristic long curvcd needle-Iike
appendicle when only remnants of the finfold are present ventrally and around the C-fin.
Young C carsevennensis are heavily pigmented, especially on the dorsal surface of their head
and body and the melanophores are almost aligned along the myomeres. The gut is Iightly
pigmented, the melanophores being mostly on its ventral surface_

At 9.0-10.0 mm, the body deepens but the head remains of moderate size and the eyes
remain round and large (Fig. 26b). At that SL, the rays of ail fins except the pectoral ones are
present and the needle-like appendicle is proportionally shorter, not exceeding the length of the
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a

Fig. 26. Capella carsevennensis a) 6.5 mm, b) 9 0 mm and c) 10.5 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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Fig. 27. Capella carsevennen.w a) spatial distributIOn (ail mdlVlduals), b) temporal occurrence. c) habitat
characterislIcs. and d) relative importance of vanous dlelary items for early life stages <12 mm, youngjuvemles
12 to 19 mm, and oldjuveniles 19 to 25 mm HabItat and prey codes in Fig 4.
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C-fin. Fins lack pigmentation except the D-fin, which bears a black, more or less ovate, spot. At
10.0-11.0 mm, C. carsevennensis young juveniles resemble small adults except for the rays of
the P-fin, which are not fully developed and the needle-like appendicle still present (Fig. 26c).

Young C. carsevennensis were caught everywhere in the River Sinnamary (Fig. 27a).
The smallest individuals were present year-round, suggesting that this species reproduces
continuously (Fig. 27b). AlI stages were observed over a large range of habitats including
very deoxygenated waters for the larger individuals (Fig. 27c). Very young stages mostly ate
micro-crustaceans and insect larvae, the latter becoming more important in the diet of larger
individuals (Fig. 27d).

Pyrrhulina filamentosa Valenciennes in Cuvier, 1846

Early life stages of P. filamentosa have a moderately elongate body, a pointed snout, and an
oblique mouth that reaches to the anterior limit of the large eyes (Fig. 28a). The anterior half of
the gut is large, whereas its posterior part appears as a straight tube. The posterior end of the
notochord forms a characteristic long curved needle-like appendicle like in C. carsevennensis.
Remnants of the finfold are present at the ventral edge of the belly and dorsally at the posterior
end of the caudal peduncle, but the formation of D-, C- and A-fin rays has already begin. The
pigmentation is heavy on the dorsal surface of their snout, head and body only. It is lighter on
the dorso-lateral surface of the body, denser just above the half posterior part of the gut.

From thelr smallest size onwards, young P. Jilamentosa (Fig. 28a) can be distinguished
from young C. carsevennensis (Fig. 26a) by the shape of the superior jaw, which is concave
and omega-shaped when view from above for C. carsevennensis (Fig. 28b) and convex for
P. filamentosa (Fig. 28c).

a

'~:.~

~a'\r~l(~:~: ....
~...._...$

c

Fig. 28. Pyrrhulina filamelltoSQ 9 0 mm (a) wllh laieraI and dorsal vlew of the head of b) Copelfa carsel'enllell.H5
6.5 mm and c) Pyrrhullllafilamelllosa 9.1 mm.

Young P. filamentosa were caught everywhere in the River Sinnamary (Fig. 29a). The
early life stages were present year-round (Fig. 29b). Ali stages were observed over a large
range of habitats, including very deoxygenated waters (Fig. 29c). Insect larvae and micro-
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crustaceans were the main diet of early life stages, whereas the food of juveniles included
a larger proportion of terres trial insects (Fig. 29d).
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6. Characidae

With 70 different species, the characids are the largest family of freshwater fish in French
Guiana (P 1an que t t e et al. 1996). In the River Sinnamary, we caught the progeny of
24outofthe32speciesiistedbyTito de Morais &Lauzanne (1994).

a. Characidae Characidiinae

We caught the progeny of the three different species of Characidiinae present in the River
Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994): Characidiumfasciadorsale Fowler,
1914, Melanocharacidium cf. blennioidides (Eigenmann, 1909) and Microcharacidium
eleotrioides (Géry, 1960).

Characidiumfasciadorsale Fowler, 1914

At 8.0 mm, early life stages of C. fasciadorsale possess an elongate compressed body,
a triangular head of moderate size, a pointed snout, a terminal mou th, large nearly round eyes
and a long gut (Fig. 30a). At that SL, the notochord is curved and the finfold is discontinuous
with remnants present dorsally and ventrally. The rays of the D- and C-fin are developing
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whereas only incipient rays can be observed where the A-fin will form. The D-fin presents
a high height / width ratio characteristic of Characidünae. Very young stages are lightly
pigmented with only few melanophores on the cleithrum, on each side of the gut, ventrally
and dorsally on the caudal peduncle, dorsally on the body, the nape and the head. The C-fin
is peppered with small melanophores.

At 10.0-11.0 mm, the body becomes deeper in its half anterior part (Fig. 30b). Although
remnants of the finfold can be observed on sorne individuals anleriorly to their D-fin, all fins
except the pectoral ones possess rays. Pigmentation includes patches of ventral and dorsal
melanophores and a thin mediolateral series over the body. Ali fins also bear tInY
melanophores along their rays. At 14.0 - 15.0 mm, the general body shape and pattern of
pigmentation of young juveniles resemblc that of small adults, although P-fin rays are not
developed (Fig. 30c).

Fig. 30. CharaCidium !ascwdonale a) 8.0 mm laIera!. dorsal and ventral vlew. b) 100 mm and c) 143 mm
Honzontal bars represent 1 mm

Early life stages of C. fasciadorsale (Fig. 30a) are easily distinguished from M.
eleotrioides (Fig. 34a) which do not have melanophores on their cleithrum and have V-fins
that develop before the A-fin. When C. fasciadorsale individuals becorne larger (Figs. 30b
and c), their head is larger than that of M. eleotrioides (Fig. 34b and c) and presents

36



a mediolateral continuous series of melanophores. At identical sizes. young C. fasciadorsale
(Fig. 30) are less pigmented than young M. cf. blennioidides (Fig. 32) and present
a mediolateral continuous series of melanophores.

Young C. fasciadorsale were caught everywhere in the sampled sections except in the
lower part of the reservoir (Fig. 31 a). The smallest individuals where caught from March to
September (Fig. 31 b). Young C. fasciadorsale were observed in a large range of habitats
(Fig. 31 c). The diet of the smallest individuals comprised micro-crustaceans and insect
larvae, the latter being of increasing importance in the diet of larger individuals (Fig. 31d).
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Fig. 31. Characldium fasciadorsale a) spatial distribution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristlcs, and d) relative Importance of various dietary items for early hfe stages <14 mm. young juveniles
14 ta 30 mm. and old juveniJes 30 to 45 mm HabItat and prey codes In Fig. 4.

Melanocharacidium cf. blennioides (Eigenmann, 1909)

At 9.5 mm, the cylindrical body of M. cf. blennioides early life stages is moderately elongate,
the triangular head is large with a pointed snout, the terminal mouth reaches to the anterior
edge of the pupil and the large eyes are obliquely elongate (Fig. 32a). The rays of ail the fins
except the pectoral ones are present. The D-fin is deeper than long, and the posterior tip of
the V-fin rays almost reach to the anterior origin of the A-fin. Dense patches of melanophores
situatcd almost cxclusivcly dorsaily and ventrally and small blotches situated anteriorly to the
eye and on the opercula contrast highly with the unpigmented body. One larger and denser
patch of melanophores is also present at the extremity of the caudal peduncle. The V-fins are
unpigmented, the A-fin has a series of melanophores at its base, the C-fin two vertical bands
and the D-fin is peppered with tiny melanophores on its base only.
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At 11.5 mm, the body becomes slightly deeper, but the head, mouth and eyes remain
large (Fig. 32b). The rays of the P-fin begin to form and the posterior tip of the V-fin rays
now reach to the A-fin. At that SL, the characteristic dorsal and ventral patches of

Fig. 32. Melal10characidlUm cf blennioides a) 9.5 mm. b) Il 5 mm and c) 130 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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melanophores remain conspicuous, but lateral pigmentation intensifies. Fins become more
heavily pigmented except V- and P-fins. From 13.0 mm onwards, M. cf. blennioidides
young juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 32c).

Young M. cf. blennioides (Fig. 32) are easily distinguished from young C. fasciadorsale
(Fig. 30) and M. eleotrioides (Fig. 34) by the characteristic patches of melanophores
they bear.

We caught young M. cf. blennioides in downstream tributaries situated near the dam, in the
upper reaches of the reservoir and in the upstream section (Fig. 33a). Smallest individuals were
caught from March to August only (Fig. 33b), sometimes in deoxygenated waters (Fig. 33c).
The diet of individuals <13.0 mm comprised micro-crustaceans and insect Jarvae (Fig. 33d).

Microcharacidium eleotrioides (Géry, 1960)

At 5.0 mm, the compressed body of M. eleotrioides early life stages is elongate, their ovate
head is small, their snout is c1early convex, their terminal mouth reaches ta the anterior edge

b

Fig. 34. MlcrocharacidlUm eleotrioides a) 5.0 mm lateral, dorsal and ventral view, b) 8.5 mm and c) 11.5 mm.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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of the pupil, their eyes are large and obliquely elongate, and their straight gut reaches 50 %
of SL (Fig. 34a). Ventrally. the finfold remains posterior to the anus only, whereas dorsally it
is still continuous from the nape to the C-fin. Rays of the C- and V-fins are developing
whereas only incipient rays of the D-fin can be observed. Pigmentation includes large
melanophores on the d'orsal surface of the head and gut only and smaller melanophores
dorsally near D-fin base, on the extremity of the caudal peduncle, and ventrally on the tail.

At 8.5-9.0 mm, young M. eleotrioides present a deep round body, the head is large and the
eyes are round (Fig. 34b). The finfold has disappeared. The rays of ail fins except the pectoral
ones are present and a smail adipose fin appears. The D-fin is deep and the V-fins reach to the
anterior limit of the A-fin. Individuals are unpigmented on their ventral surface and lightly
pigmented on their body and head except dorsally at the base of the D-fin and mediolaterally,
posteriorly to the anus, where melanophores have coalesced. The fins are unpigmented except
at the D-fin base. At 1].5 - ]2.0 mm, young juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 34c).

Small M. eleotrioides (Fig. 34a) lack the melanophores that small C. fasciadorsale have
on their cleithrum (Fig. 30a). Largest M. eleotrioides (Figs. 34b and c) have a smaller head
than C. fasciadorsale at the same size (Figs. 30b and c) and do not have a mediolateral
series of melanophores. At identical sizes young M. eleotrioides (Fig. 34) are less pigmented
than young M. cf. blennioides (Fig. 32).

We caught young M. eleotrioides mostly upstream from the reservOir (Fig. 35a). The
smallest mdlVlduals were observed as early as January and as late as October (Fig. 35b).
Young M. eleotrioides were observed in habitats presenting dlllerent charactcristlcs but only
the smallest individu ais were caught in low-oxygenated waters (Fig. 35c). Their diet
consisted in micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 35d).
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b. Characidae Characinae

Acestrorhynchus spp. [A. fa/catus (Bloch, 1794) and A. micro/epis (Schomburgk, 1841)]

We were unable to differentiate young A. fa/catus (Bloch, 1794) from young A. micro/epis
(Schomburgk, 1841) and thus grouped them at the genus level. At 8.5 mm, the compresscd
body of Acestrorhynchus spp. early life stages is elongate, the ovate head is of moderatc size,
the snout is pointed, the large terminate mouth reaches to the pupil, the horizontally elongate
eyes are large, the long slightly undulating gut presents a relatively large diameter and the
notochord is just starting to curve (Fig. 36a). Remnants of the finfold are present ventra Il y,
posterior to the anus and dorsally on the extremity of the caudal peduncle. Incipient rays of
the C- and A-fin and the anlagen of the D-fin can be observed. The pigmentation is light with
tiny melanophores scattered dorsally on the body and head, laterally on the operculum, the
gut, the posterior half of the body and the posterior extremity of the finfold, and ventrally
mostly on the gut.

At 14.0 mm, the general shape of young juveniles resembles that of adults with an
elongated body, a large head with a long pointed snout and large eyes, and aD-fin that is set
relatively back on the body (Fig. 36b). At that SL, only the rays of the D-, C- and A-fin are
present. The pigmentation is heavier, the dorsal surface of the snout, head and body being
darker than the rest of the body. The C-fin membrane is peppered with small melanophores,

a

Fig. 36. Acestrorhynchus spp. a) 8.5 mm lateral, dorsal and ventral view, b) 14.0 mm and c) 26.0 mm. Horizontal
bars represent 1 mm.
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whereas only one patch of melanophores can be observed on the D-fin and two patches on
the A-fin. At 26.0 mm, the general body shape of young juveniles has not changed markedly
except that ail fins possess rays (Fig. 36c). Their body is metallic grey, darker dorsally, with
a thin black line of pigmentation that ends on the posterior extremity of the caudal peduncle
with a characteristic black spot. The size of the humerai spot is very variable and thus
cannot be used to distinguish A. falcatus from A. microlepis.

From their smallest size onwards, young Acestrorhynchus spp. are easily distinguished
from other taxa by their pointing snout, large mouth, large eyes, lightly pigmented body and
the position of their D-fin relatively to the A-fin.

Young Acestrorhynchus spp. were caught in ail three sections of the River Sinnamary
(Fig. 37a). The smaller specimens were caught from March to August (Fig. 37b). They were
observed in a large range of habitats, but larger individuals tended to avoid deoxygenated
waters (Fig. 37c). Their diet switched during ontogeny from insect larvae and micro­
crustaceans to insect larvae, then ultimately to fish only (Fig. 37d).
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Charax pauciradiatus Günther, 1864

Early life stages of C. pauciradiatus 8.0 mm present a moderately elongate body with
a deeper anterior half that contrasts with a slender tail, a squarish head of moderate size,
a concave snout, an oblique large mouth that reaches to mid-pupil, round eyes of moderate
size and a very compact gut (Fig. 38a). The finfold is continuous ventrally but presents only
remnants dorsally. The rays of the C-fin are present. Incipient rays can be observed on the A-
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....,

Fig. 38. Charax {laue/radia/us a) 8.0 mm lateral and dorsal view, b) 10.5 mm and c) 22.0 mm Honzontal bars
represent 1 mm.

fin in its anterior part. Consistent pigmentation includes melanophores that have more or less
coalesced into large black patches that contrast with the whitish appearance of the body.
These patches are located dorsally on the midbrain, nape and body, ventrally on the anterior
part of the gut and the anus and laterally on the lower maxilla, anteriorly and posteriorly to
the eyes, on the opercula and caudal peduncle. On the tail, the patch of melanophores extends
to the base of the C-fin, forming a conspicuous and characteristic black spot.

At 10.5 mm, the general body shape is the same, but the rays of the C-fin are fully developed
(Fig. 38b). The patches of melanophores on the head, cleithrum, ventral surface of the gut, anus
and tail contrast greatly with the virtually unpigmented body. At 22.0 mm, young juveniles
resemble small adults with a characteristic diamond-shape body and a very long A-fin (Fig. 38c).

Small C. pauciradiatus are easily distinguished from other taxa by their black and white
general appearance they share only with young Phenacogaster aff. megalostictus (Fig. 73). At
identical sizes the small C. pauciradiatus (Fig. 38a) have a deeper and less pigmented body
than small P. aff. megalostictus (Fig. 73a), and bear a black spot anteriorly to the eye. Larger
C. pauciradiatus have more C-fin rays (II 50-52) than P. aff. megalostictus (II 37- 38).

Young C. pauciradiatus were only found in the downstream section of the River Sinnamary
(Fig. 39a). The smallest individuais were observed in March, June and July (Fig. 39b)
in oxygenated habitats where leaves, wood and muddy substrate were abundant (Fig. 39c).
Their diet comprised micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 39d).
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Fig. 39. Charax pauClradwtus a) spatial distribution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence for early !tfe stages
<13 mm, young juvenlles 13 to 20 mm, and old Juveniles 20 to 80 mm, c) habItat charactensltcs for early !tfe
stages and young Juveniles and d) relative Importance of various dletary items for early !tfe stages only Habitat
and prey codes ln Fig 4.

c. Characidae Cheirodontinae

Pristella maxillaris (VIrey, 1894) and Pseudopristella simulata Géry, 1960

The early life stages ofboth species present a moderately deep laterally compressed body, an ovate
head of moderate size, a short convex snout, an oblique mouth that does not reach to the anterior
edge of the pupll, large round eyes and a triangular coiled gut (Fig. 40a for P. maxillaris and 40c
for P. simulata). At 8 mm, the D-, C- and A-fin bear rays and only the buds of the V-fins can be
observed. P. maxillaris early life stages are lightly pigmented on the head, nape and body anteriorly
to the D-fin. On the lateral surface of the body the tiny melanophores fonu a horizontalline which
crosses V-shape lines that enhance the myosepta. Melanophores aggregate on the anterior part of
the gut where they extend to the remnants of the finfold. The A- and C-fin are peppered with tiny
melanophores that align along the rays. The D-fin is unpigmented with the exception of a central
triangular patch of melanophores. P. simulata early life stages are heavily pigmented dorsally
where melanophores coalesce in a continuous narrow black stripe anteriorly to the D-fin. Ventrally,
the melanophores on the gut do not extend over the finfold. Laterally, those that fonu the horizontal
median and the V-shape vertical lines are larger and darker. The pigmentation on the fins is dense
especially on the base of the A- and C-fin. At 11.5-12.5 mm, young juveniles of both species
resemble small adults except for the lack of rayon the P-fin (Fig, 40b and 4Od, respectively).

Identification of these two species cannot be based solely on their pattern of pigmentation,
which varies between individuals of the same species. The number of A-fin rays (II 20-22 for
P. maxillaris and II 23 - 25 for P. simulata) helps to differentiate the youngest stages of the
two species, as ail rays on the A-fin are present at sorne point between 5.0 and 6.0 mm.

Young P. maxillaris and young P. simulata were caught at every sampling station in the
River Sinnamary except the central part of the reservoir (Fig. 41 a and 42a, respectively).
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Fig. 40. Pristella maxillans a) 8.0 mm and b) Il.5 mm and Pseudopnstella simuiata c) 8.0 mm and d) 12.5 mm.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm

Early life stages of both species were present in our samples from March to October (Fig. 41 b
and 42b, respectively). Both species were caught in a large range of habitats (Fig. 41c and
42c) but young P. maxillaris appeared to avoid locations covered entirely with sand. The diet
of both species comprised mainly micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 41 d and 42d).

d. Characidae Serrassalminae

Myleus rhomboidalis (Cuvier, 1818) and M. /ernetzi (Norman, 1929)

Young Myleus rhomboidalis or M. terne/zi were never caught with rotenone (Table 2), the
smallest specimen were caught with light traps in the downstream section, the largest specimens
were dip-netted in the section of the River Sinnamary that is now flooded by the reservoir.
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We were unable to identify early life stages of Myleus to the species leve!. At 10.0 mm,

their cylindrical body is elongate, their ovate head is of moderate size with a blunt snout, the

upper maxilla reaches to the mid-pupil, the squarish eyes are large, and the gut of relatively

large diameter reaches to mid-body (Fig. 43a). At that SL, the notochord is flexed and the

finfold is still present ventrally and dorsally. The C-fin rays are developing whereas those of

the D-fin are only incipient. The head, body and tail are covered with brownish melanophores
that give the individuals a characteristic appearance. Sorne of these melanophores are also

present at the base of the D- and C-fin. At 13.5 mm, the body of Myleus spp. is deep and

compressed laterally, the head is large with a curved snout and large round eyes and only the
D-, C- and A-fin are fully developed (Fig. 43b). The brownish melanophores have coalesced
in larger patches on the snout, the dorsal surfaces of the head, body and tail, ventrally on the

gut and tai!. Laterally, dense patches emerge from an homogeneous pattern of Liny pigments.

c

d
Fig. 43. My/eus spp. a) 10.0 mm and b) 13.5 mm and c) M rhomf?oida/is 33.0 mm and d) M. lernelzi 25.0 mm.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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From 25.0-30.0 mm onwards, the young M. rhomboidalis (Fig. 43c) can be easily
distinguished from young M. ternetzi (Fig. 43d) by their adipose fin, their shorter D-fin and
their unpigmented, silver grey appearance.

e. Characidae Stethaprioninae

Poptellu brevi~pina Reis, 1989

P brevispina of 6.5 mm present a moderately elongated laterally compressed body, an ovate head
of moderate size, a pointed snout, an upper jaw that reaches to the pupil, round eyes of moderate
size and a coiled gut of relatively large diameter (Fig. 44a). At that SL, the finfold remains mostly
ventrally anterior and posterior to the anus, where the incipient rays of the A-fin develop. Sorne

Fig. 44. Poptella brevispilla a) 6.5 mm lateral and ventral vlew. b) 85 mm and c) 120 mm wlth enlargement of
the first dorsal ray and d) 14.0 mm HOrizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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rays of the C-fin are present and the anlagen of the D-fin can be detected. The superficial
melanophores and the deeper V-shape pigmentation give early life stages a characteristic dark
appearance. The maxilla, the snout, the dorsal surface of the head, the opercula, the cleithrum
and the ventral surface of the gut present dark, sometime large, melanophores. These deep black
melanophores are smaller and form a continuous double row dorsally over the entire body and
ventrally on the tail. They also form a patch at the base of the C-fin.

At 8.0-9.0 mm, the anterior half of the body and the head increase in depth, the eyes are
larger relative to head size, the gut is coiled in a triangular shape and the D- and C-fin rays
are present (Fig. 44b). The melanophores are grouped in patches on the dorsal surface of the
head and ventrally on the anterior half of the gut. They align in rows dorsally, mediolaterally
and ventrally. Tiny melanophores are also present on the base of the D- and A-fin and along
the Cfin rays. At 12.0 mm, the diamond-shape body is that of a small characid but pelvic fins
are present as buds only and the P·fin rays are not present (Fig. 44c). Pigmentation increases
especially on the dorsal surface of the head and body, along a mediolateral horizontal line and
along the base of the A-fin. The ventral patch of pigment is still visible anteriorly on the gut
and extends to the remnant of the V-finfold. The base of the first ray of the D-fin presents the
saddle-like shape characteristic of the species observable when bending the spine backward.
At 14.0 mm, youngjuveniles resemble small adults but with a slender body (Fig. 44d).

Young P. brevispina were mostly caught downstream from the dam but also in the upper
reaches of the reservoir and in the upstream section (Fig. 45a). The smallest individuals
were caught year-round (Fig. 45b). Ali size classes appeared to avoid deoxygenated waters
(Fig, 45c). Smaller individuals preyed upon insect larvae, terres trial insects and micro­
crustaceans and when larger switched to terrestrial insects (Fig. 45d).
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d. Characidae Tetragonopterinae

Astyanax bimaculatus (Linnaeus, 1758)

The smallest A. bimqculatus we caught was 10.0 mm, so that youngest stages of this species are
still undescribed. At that SL, A. bimaculatus present a moderate1y deep laterally compressed
body, a head of moderate size, a pointed snout, a terminal mouth that reaches to the pupil and
slightly ovate eyes of moderate size (Fig. 46a). The first half of the gut is coiled, the second half

Fig. 46. Astyanax bimaculalus a) 10.0 mm and b) 19.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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straight. The rays of the D-, C- and A-fin are completely developed but remnants of the finfold
can be seen ventrally. Small and large melanophores are evenly scattered over the entire body
but are more c10sely spaced on the dorsal surface of the head, along a mediolateral line that
ends with a diamond-shape patch, which extends along middle C-fin rays. The finfold is
unpigmented. At 19.0 mm, young juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 46b).

Young A. bimaculatus were caught in ail the sampled sections except in the reservoir
(Fig. 47a). The smallest individuals were only caught in March and June but al ways in low
number (Fig. 47b). They were observed in different types of habitats but never when sand
covered the entire bottom (Fig. 47c). The diet of young A. bimaculatus <14.0 mm comprised
insect larvae, micro-crustaceans and terres trial insects, the latter being of increasing
importance in the diet of larger individuals (Fig. 48d).

Jubiaba cf. keithi (Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996) [formerly identified as Astyanax cf.
keithi Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996]

At 10.0--10.5 mm, the body of Jubiaba cf. keithi is moderately deep, the head is moderately
large, the snout is pointed, the mouth is terminal, the round eye are moderately large and the gut

Fig. 48. Jubiaba cf. keithi a) 105 mm, b) J4.0 mm and c) 19.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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presents a short strait posterior part (Fig. 48a). Remnants of the finfold are present ventrally
antenorly to the anus and dorsally on the caudal peduncle. The D-, C- and A-fin rays are fully
developed, but V-fins are present as buds only. Small melanophores on the mediodorsal surface
of the entire body and the medioventral surface of the caudal peduncle align along the
myosepta. Dense melanophores form blotches on the snout, a large patch on the hindbrain and
a dorsal band anterior1y to the D-fin. Sorne of these coalesce into one mediolateral row and one
at the base of the A-fin. Mclanophores on the fins align along the rays but tend to be denser at
the base of the C-fin, forming a vertical black band characteristic of the species.

At 13.5-14.0 mm, the body of young juveniles presents the characteristic diamond shape
of small characids (Fig. 48b). The rays of the V-fins are developing and the elongate adipose
fin is clearly differentiated. The general pigmentation is heavy with dark large melanophores
evenly distributed on the mediodorsal surface of the body and aligned along the myosepta of
the medioventral surface of the caudal peduncle. Sorne of these melanophores aggregate and
form an humeraI spot, whereas others coalesce completely to form one continuous
mediolateral thin line and one continuous line on the A-fin base. The elongate spot at the
base of the C-fin IS clearly observed on every individual. At 19.0 mm, older juveniles
resemble small adults (Fig. 48c).

Early Iife stages of 1. cf. keithi, A. bimaeulatus and P. brevispina present a larger number
of rays on their A-fin, which differentiates them easily from other species (II 32-33 for 1. cf.
kelthi, Il 27-31 for A. bimaeu/atus and TT 31-33 for P brevispina). These three species can be
distmguished mainly from the general pattern of their pigmentation (Fig. 49). J. cf. keithi
present a small black spot at the anterior limit of the ventral finfold, a vertically elongate dark
spot at the base of their C-fin and aC-fin with tiny melanophores along its rays (Fig. 49a).
Small P. brevispina bear a large conspicuous black spot on the anterior limit of the ventral
finfold, and no obvious pigmentation on the C-fin (Fig. 49b). Small A. bimaeu/atus are
identified from the lack of pigmentation on their ventral finfold, the diamond-shape patch of
melanophores at the base of their C-fin and distal melanophores on their C-fin (Fig. 49c).

Young 1. cf. keithi were never caught in ail sampled sections except in the central part
of the reservoir (Fig. 50a). The smallest individuals were caught from February to August
(Fig. 50b). They appear to inhabit a large range of habitats, which broaden even further in
older individuals ta include habitats entirely covered by sand (Fig. SOc). Smallest
individuals ingest micro-crustaceans, insect larvae and sorne terrestrial insect, the diet of
larger individuals includes more insect larvae and terrestrial insects (Fig. 50d).

Jubiaba meunieri (Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996) [formerly identified as Astyanax
meunieri Géry, Planquette et Le Bail, 1996]

At 7.0-7.5 mm early life stages of J. meunieri present a moderately elongate and moderately
compressed body (Fig. 51 a). The ovate head is moderately large with an oblique terminal
mouth, and large round eyes. The notochord is flexed and the incipient rays of the C-fin
appear in the almost continuous finfold. The melanophores are scattered over the snout, head,
opercula and gut. They form small dark patches on the ventral finfold anteriorly where it
meets the gut and posteriorly near the anus. On the body and tail, the melanophores form
double rows on the ventral and dorsal sides and single thin rows along the mediolateralline.
Sorne melanophores are also present near the base of the C-fin.

At 8.0-8.5 mm, the body is deep and their head is large (Fig. 51 b). D- and C-fin rays are
present. Sorne remnants of the finfold are present dorsally between the D- and C-fin and
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Fig. 49. Comparison of young stages of a) lubiaba cf. keithl, b) Poptella brevispllla and c) Astyanax bimaculatus.
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ventrally anterior to the anus. The general pigmentation remains basically the same with the
exception of sorne melanophores that lightly scatter the caudal peduncle and the C-fin. From
23.0 mm onwards, juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 51 c).

J. meunieri early life stages (Fig. 51 a) should not be misidentified with small
P. brevispina (Fig. 44a), which look much darker. When young 1. meunieri grow (Fig. 51 b),
the ventral black spot on their finfold remains less conspicuous than it does in young
P. brevispina where it always ex tends from the finfold to the gut (Fig. 44b). Both young
J. meunieri (Fig. 51) and J. cf. keithi (Fig. 48) present a vertical black spot on the base of
their C-fin, but the body of young J. cf. keithi is more densely pigmented and does not
present an anterior spot on the ventral finfold. When older, individuals of the two species can
be easily separated by the number of rays on their A-fin, which is II 28-30 for 1. meunieri
and II 32-33 for 1. cf. keithi.

a

Fig. 51. JublGba meull/en al 7 5 mm, bl 8.0 mm and cl 23.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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We caught young J. meunieri downstream of the dam, in the reservoir and at the
upstream extent of the reservoir (Fig. 52a), but on too few occasions to detect any pattern in
their temporal and spatial occurrence (Fig. 52b and 52c) or to study their diet.
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Fig. 52. Jublaba meunreri a) spatial distnbution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence for early life stages <12
mm, young juveniles 12 to 25 mm, and old Juveniles 25 to 65 mm, and c) habitat charactenstlcs for early life
stages and young juveniles. Habitat codes In Fig. 4.

Bryconops spp. [B. affinis (Günther, 1864), B. caudomaculatus (Günther, 1869) and B. melanurus
(Bloch, 1795)]

Wc were unable to differentiate the young stages of the three species of Bryconops present in
the River Sinnamary and thus grouped them at the genus level. At 10.0 mm, the body is
moderately elongate, the rotund head is moderately large, the snout is convex, the terminal
mouth reaches to the anterior margin of the pupil, and the round eyes are large (Fig. 53a). At
that SL, the notochord is flexed and the rays of the D-, C- and V-fins are present. Parts of the
finfold remain between the D- and the C-fin and ventrally anteriorly to the anus. The body is
almost unpigmented except a thin mediolateralline of melanophores, another one at the base
of the A-fin, a patch of pigments dorsally on the head and some tiny melanophores scattered
on the operculum. Fins are almost unpigmented except a V-shape patch of melanophores on
the C-fin. At 25.0 mm, young Bryconops spp. resemble small adults (Fig. 53b).

Small Bryconops spp. (Fig. 53a) are easily distinguished from small Piabucus dentatus
(Fig. 75b) by their deeper body, the lack of pigmentation on their back, lateral surface of the
gut and c1eithrum. Larger Bryconops spp. are easily distinguished by the lower number of
rays they have on their A-fin (II 26 - 32 for Bryconops spp. vs. III 42 for P. dentatus).

Young Bryconops spp. were caught in ail sampled sections of the River Sinnamary (Fig.
54a) almost ail year-round (Fig. 54b) in a wide range of habitats characterised by very
deoxygenated waters (Fig. 54c). Individuals <15.0 mm ingested mainly insect larvae and
switched to terrestrial insect when larger (Fig. 54d).
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a

Fig. 53. Brycollops spp a) 100 mm and b) 25.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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llemigrammus ocellifer (Steindachner, 1882)

ll. ocellifer at 7.0 mm present a moderately deep body and large head, a terminal mouth and
moderately large round eyes (Fig. 55a). At that SL, the notochord is flexed, the D- and C-fin
are complctcd when the rays of the A-fin are developing. Parts of the finfold remain ventrally
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anterior to the anus and between the D- and C-fin. Pigmentation consists of different size of
melanophores, which are scattered on the head, body and fins. The melanophores are large
and tend to coalesce on the nape, anterior to the D-fm and ventrally on the head and gut.
Some melanophores form a mediolateral fine but the others, which are evenly scattcred, blur
the pattern. Tiny melanophores pepper the D-, A- and Cfin but tend to aggregate in a vertical
black band at the base of the latter. The ventral remnant of the finfold is mostly unpigmentcd
except some small melanophores ncar the anus.

At 8.0-8.5 mm, the body deepens, the rays of the A-fin are present and the buds of the
V-fin begin to develop (Fig. 55b). The general pigmentation is denser but presents a low
contrast because of the relatively homogeneous size and even distribution of the

Fig. 55. Hemigrammus (Jcel/ifer a) 7.0 mm, b) 8.0 mm, c) Il.0 mm and d) 15.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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12 to 19 mm, and old Juveniles 19 to 25 mm Habitat and prey codes \fi Fig. 4

melanophores that coyer almost entirely the head, body and fins, The only exception is the
dark vertical band of melanophores at the base of the C-fin that is broader and extends to the
tip of the taiL

At 11.0-11.5 mm, the body presents the diamond shape characteristic of small characids
(Fig. 55c). The snout is more elongate and clearly pointed, The adipose fin is differentiated
and the rays of the V-fins are developing. The general pigmentation remains of low contrast
with the exception of a thin mediolateral line of coalesced melanophores and the caudal spot
that eventually becomes diamond-shaped, On sorne individuals a metallic sheen that persists
in preserved specimens can be detected dorsally on the tail anterior to the C-fin. At 15.0 mm,
juveniles resemble small adults with a faint humeraI spot, a diamond-shape caudal spot and
the iridescent spot on the upper half of the caudal peduncle (Fig, 55d).

Small H. ocellifer Wilh incomplete A-fin (Fig. 55a) are more pigmcntcd than smail
J. meunieri (Fig. 51 a) but much less so than small P. brevispina (Fig. 44a). Larger
individuals of H. ocellifer (Figs. 55c and d) can be distinguished from young A. bimaculatus
(Fig. 46a) by the lower number ofrays on their A-fin (II 21-24),

We caught young H. ocellifer in ail sections of the River Sinnamary we sampled (Fig. 56a),
Early life stages were observed only from March to August (Fig. 56b). Young H, ocellifer
were obtained from a large range of habitats, except for the smallest individuals with respect
to %S (Fig, 56c), They ingested micro-crustaceans and insect larvae at the beginning of their
life and later included terrestrial insects in their diet (Fig. 56d),
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Hyphessobrycon aff. sovichthys Schultz, 1944

At 10.0-11.0 mm, H. aff. sovichthys already resemble young adults except that the rays of
P-fin are not present (Fig. 57a). The body is moderately deep, the head moderately large with

Fig. 57. Hyphe.ÇJobrycon aff. sovichthys a) 10.0 mm and b) 11.0 mm. Honzontal bars represent 1 mm
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a convex snout, terminal mouth and large round eyes. Melanophores concentrate on the
snout, dorsally on the head, body and tail, forming a mediolateral line that starts near the
operculum and extends to the base of the C-fin, where it enlarges in a diamond-shape caudal
spot. They also align along a thin, almost continuous, line above the base of the A-fin. The
mediolateral line eventually broadens when individuais become larger and contrast with the
silverish aspect of the body (Fig. 57b).

Young H. aff. sovichthys have a more rounded snout and a lower number of A-fin rays
(II 20--21) than young A. bimaculatus (Fig. 46a) or young H. ocellifer (Fig. 55c).

We caught young H. aff. soviclzthys in ail sampled sections of the River Sinnamary
except upstream from the reservoir (Fig. 58a). Their occurrence in our sampIes was too low to
suggest a temporal pattern ofreproduction (Fig. 58b). Whatever their size, the young stages of
this species inhabited oxygenated waters over bottoms of mud and some sand (Fig. 58c). They
ingested insect larvae, aquatic insect and micro-crustaceans (Fig. 58d).

Moenkhausia chrysargyrea (Günther, 1864)

At 8.0-8.5 mm the body of M. chrysargyrea is moderately deep, the head moderately large,
the snout pointed, the mouth terminal, and the eyes round and large (Fig. 59a). At that SL,
the notochord is flexed, the rays of the D-, C- and A-fin are present. Remnants of the finfold
are present ventrally anterior to the anus and between the D- and C-fin. Pigmentation consists
in a continuous dorsal patch of smal1 melanophores from the snoul to lhe fin and a sprinkling
of them on the body, tai! and gut. These melanophores form a thin mediolateral line as weil
as one at the base of the A-fin. On the finfold, there are two small patches of melanophores:
one in its anterior part and one located near the anus. Tiny melanophores are distributed along
the rays of the D-, C-, and A-fin.

At Il.0-11.5 mm, the body and head become slightly deep, the V-fin rays are developing
and the adipose fin is differentiated (Fig. 59b). The pattern of pigmentation gradually
approaches that of adults: the snout, the dorsal surface of the head, the body and the tail
become dark, an ovate humeraI spot appears, a thin, black, mediolateral line and another thin
line on the base of the A-fin contrast with the almost uniform distribution of the
melanophores. At 17.0-18.0 mm M. chrysargyrea juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 59c).

Smal1 M. chrysargyrea (Fig. 59a and b) resemble young P. brevispina (Fig. 44a and b) or
young 1. meunieri (Fig. 51a and b) but they have fewer A-fin rays (only II 21-23 for
M. chrysargyrea when this number reaches II 31-33 for P. brevispina and II 28-30 for
1. meunieri). Young M. chrysargyrea (Fig. 59b) are easily distinguished from young
A. bimaculatus (Fig. 46a) or young J. cf. keithi (Fig. 48a), the former not being pigmented
on the anterior limit of their finfold but having a caudal spot.

Young M. chrysargyrea were caught everywhere in the Sinnamary except in the central part
of the reservoir (Fig. 60a). Early life stages were observed from January to July (Fig. 60b).
Regardless of size, they were caught in a wide range of habitats, the smal1est individuals
being absent from those entirely covered by sand (Fig. 60c). The smallest individuals
ingested insect larvae, micro-crustaceans and terrestrial insects, the latter being of increasing
importance in the diet of larger specimens (Fig. 60d).

Moenkhausia collettii (Steindachner, 1882)

Young M. collettii were among the most abundant taxa we caught with rotenone (Table 2). At
7.5 mm, the body is moderalely deep and compressed, the head is moderately large and
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Fig. 59. Moenkhausia cltrysargyrea a} 8.5 mm. b} Il 5 mm. and c} 17.5 mm. Honzontal bars represent 1 mm
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clearly triangular with a pointed snout, a large terminal mouth, and round eyes of moderate
size (Fig. 61 a). The C-fin is the only fin with rays. The finfold remains dorsally between the
D- and the C-fin, ventrally anterior to the anus and between the A- and C-fin. Individuals are
Iightly pigmented with tiny melanophores that tend to align a thin mediolateralline. Internai
pigments form several V-shape lines on the caudal peduncle but these disappear rapidly with
increasing SL. The melanophores are larger on the dorsal surface of the head, laterally on the
opercula and ventrally on the cleithrum and on the gut. Those on the gUl may extend to the
finfold. Small melanophores may appear denser near the base of the C-fin, forming two small
patches, but never a continuous vertical band.

At 8.5-9.0 mm, the general body shape remains the same (Fig. 61b). The ventral finfold
remains but the rays of the D- and A-fin are present, the adipose fin and the ventral buds
differentiate. The external pigmentation remains the same on the head, body and ta il.
Melanophores align along the rays of the C-fin and no longer cluster at its base. From
16.0 mm onwards, juveniles resemble small adults except that the rays of their P-fins are not
fully developed (Fig. 61c).

Fig. 61. Moenkhausia col!ettii a) 7.5 mm lateral, dorsal and ventral view, b) 8 5 mm, c) 12.5 mm and d) 16.0 mm.
Honzontal bars represent 1 mm
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Young M. colleltii cannot be distinguished easily from young M. chrysargyrea
(Fig. 59a and b) by their number of rays on the A-fin (II 21-22 and II 21-23 respectively).
However young M. chrysargyrea present deeper head and body, their snout is less pointed,
their eyes are larger, they have melanophores on the finfold near the anus, and their
pigmentation is continuous from the tip of the snout to the anterior limit of their D-fin.

Young M. collettii were not caught in the central part of the reservoir (Fig. 62a). The
early life stages were observed from January to August (Fig. 62b). Regardless of size, they
were caught in a wide range of habitats, the smallest individuals being absent from those
entirely covered by sand (Fig. 62c). Smallest individuals ingested insect larvae and micro­
crustaceans, larger specimens included terrestrial insects in their diet (Fig. 62d).

Moenkhausia georgiae Géry, 1966

At 7.0-7.5 mm, the body of M. georgiae early life stages is moderately elongate, the
triangular head is of moderate size, the snout is slightly concave, the terminal mouth reaches
to the pupil and the round eyes are large (Fig. 63a). The gut has a relatively large diameter;
its shape resemhling an elongate triangle. The notochord is curved in an S-shape. The finfold
remains ventrally anterior to the anus and between the A- and C-fin. Dorsally, the finfold has
almost disappeared. The rays of the C-fin have already formed, those of the D- and A-fin are
just developing. The consistent pigmentation includes large more or less coalescent
melanophores that concentrate mainly on the head and the anterior part of the guI. Much
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Fig. 63. MoellkhauslG georg/Ge a) 7 5 mm lateral. dorsal and ventral vlew. b) 9.0 mm, and c) 9 5 mm. Honzontal
bars represent 1 mm.

smaller melanophores scatter the posterior part of the gut and the lateral surface of the trunk
and the tail. They align a double row ventrally and dorsally on the tail and form a curved line
at the base of the C-fin. The D- and A-fins are virtually unpigmented.

At 9.0 mm, the body deepens, the head is more ovate with a convex snout but the eyes
remain large (Fig. 63b and c). The D-, C- and A-fin are completed, the adipose fin is
differentiated and ventral buds develop. The finfold remains only ventrally on the gut,
anterior to the anus. On most individuals, the general pigmentation is less contrasted
because of the smaller size of the melanophores on the head and on the anterior part of the
gut. Sorne of the small melanophores on the body form a thin mediolateral line, the others
are scattered on the trunk and the tail. A small black spot forms at the extremity of the tail.
Pigmentation at the base of the C-fin intensifies with growth and a C-shaped band of
melanophores now extends along the upper and lower edge of the fin.

Small M. georgiae present a contrasted pattern of pigmentation, which permits easy
identification. When they are larger, the pigmentation of the C-fin resembles that of young
M. oligolepis (Fig. 68b), but their body is more Iightly pigmented and the A-fin has more
rays (II 23-26 for M. georgiae and II 21 - 22 for M. oligolepis).
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Fig. 64. Moenkhausia georgiae a) spatial distribution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics for early life stages <13 mm, young juveniles 13 to 20 mm, and old juveniles 20 to 60 mm, and d)
relative importance of various dietary Items for carly life stages only. Habitat and prey codes In Fig. 4

Young M. georgiae were caught only upstream from the reservoir (Fig. Ma) but on too
few occasions to detect any pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. Mb). Smaller
individuals were always observed in habitats presenting a bottom mostly covered by mud
and leaves (Fig. 64c). Diet was analysed only for the smallest individuals, which consumed
micro-crustaceans, insect larvae and rotifers (Fig. 64d).

Moenkhausia hemigrammoides Géry, 1966 and Hemigrammus unilineatus (Gill, 1858)

M. hemigrammoides and H. unilineatus are very similar and we were unable to identify
individuals smaller than 8.0 mm and 9.0 mm, respectively. The youngest stages of these two
species thus remain unknown.

At 8.5-9.0 mm, early Iife stages of M. hemigrammoides have a moderately elongated
body, a triangular large head with a pointed snout, a large terminal mouth, and nearly round
eyes of moderate size (Fig. 65a). The anterior part of the gut is triangular, the posterior part
is straight. At that SL, the rays of the D-, C- and A-fin are present, the adipose fin is
differentiate and ventral buds appear. The finfold remains only ventrally on the gut anterior
to the anus. Pigmentation consists of medium-to-Iarge sized melanophores of medium to
large size spread over the head, trunk and tail. Their density is higher on the dorsal surface
of the head, where they form a patch that extends dorsally towards the anterior Iimit of the
D-fin. Sorne larger melanophores are ~lso present ventrally on the opercula and the anterior
part of the gut. On the tail, the melanophores align and form a thin mediolateral line. Ali
the fins are pigmented. A remnant of the flinfold presents lwo small groups of
melanophores, one anterior near the gut and one posterior near the anus. The pigmentation
forms an ovate patch near the tip of the D-fin and an oblique band on the A-fin anteriorly.
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Fig. 65. Moenkhau,na hellllgramlllOldeJ a) 8,5 mm and b) la 5 mm. and c) HemigrammuJ 1I1111llleafuJ Il a mm
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm

At 10.5-11.0 mm, the body deepens and the snout is clearly pointed (Fig. 65b). For most
individuals, the pigmentation is heavy. Dorsally, the melanophores have coalesced and form
a continuous black band from the nape to the anterior limit of the D-fin. On the trunk and
tail, the mediolateral line is conspicuous and the other melanophores generally align along
the myosepta. The ovate patch of melanophores on the D-fin and the oblique band on the C­
fin appear clearly for every specimen.

At the same size, young H. unilineatus (Fig. 65c) look like young M. hemigrammoides
(Fig. 65b) except for subtle differences in pigmentation. However the shape of the
pigmented patch on the D-fin or the generally lighter pigmentation of the body and trunk are
not suffiCient to dlstingUIsh these two taxa. Once the A-fin is completed, the lower number
in young M. hemigrammoides (II 24-26) compared to H. unilineatus (II 27-30) appears to
be the only criterion for distinguishing the young of these two species.

Young M. hemigrammoides were caught downstream from the dam, in the reservoir and
in the upstream section of the River Sinnamary (Fig. 66a). The smallest individuals were
caught from March to July only (Fig. 66b). Young M. hemigrammoides werc never observed
in deoxygenated waters or in totally sandy habitat (Fig. 66c). The diet of small individuals
consists of micro-crustaceans and insect larvae, whereas that of larger individuals include
more terrestrial insects (Fig. 66d).
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Young H. unilineatus were never caught in the reservoir (Fig. 67a). The smallest
individuals were caught from March to August only (Fig. 67b). Like young M.
hemigrammoides, young H. unilineatus were never observed in deoxygenated waters or in
totally sandy habitat (Fig. 67c). The diet of both species consists of micro-crustaceans and
insect larvae for small individuals and terrestrial insects for larger ones (Fig. 67d).

Moenkhausia o/igolepis (Günther, 1864)

At 7.5-8.0 mm the body of M. oligolepis is moderately elongate, the ovate head is of
moderate size with a pointed snout, a terminal mouth and moderately large round eyes (Fig.
68a). The gut does not present :: straight terminal part. At that SL, the finfold remains
ventrally on the gut anterior to the anus, between the A- and C-fin, and dorsally anterior to
the C-fin. The rays of the D- and A-fin are developing and only the C-fin is completed.
Individuals are heavily pigmented Wilh large mebnophores spread on the snout, upper
maxilla, dorsal surface of l!le head, opcrcula, nape, mediodorsal surface of the trunk, the
entire tail and the guI. These large melanophorcs extend to the middle rays of the C- and A­
fin. On the C-fin, the melanophores are gcnerally separated flOm those on the tail by a vertical
unpigmented band. The finfold is unpigmented.

At 14.0 mm, young juveniles restmbJe small adults (Fig. 68b) but their body remains
more slender. The intensity of the caudal spot and its extensions on the C-fin varies from
individual to individual. The lighter, slightly iridescent, more or Jess V-shaped zone on the
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Fig. 67. Hemigrammus ullllllleatus a) spatIal dlstnbution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics, and d) relatIve importance of various dletary items for early lIfe stages <12 mm, young Juveniles
12 to 19 mm, and old juvemles 19 to 30 mm Habitat and prey codes JO Fig. 4.

caudal peduncle is clearly present on ail the specimen. The D- and A-fin remain pigmented
along their rays, but the middle C-fin rays become less coloured.

Small, lightly pigmented M. oligolepis are likely to be misidentified as small H. ocellifer
(Fig. 55c): the shapes of their hody are identical, the numbers of rays they have on their A­
fin overlap (II 21 - 22 for M. oligolepis, II 21 - 24 for H. ocellifer), and the diamond-shaped
caudal spot is preceded by a dorsal metallic sheen on the tail anterior to the C-fin. However,
in M. oligolepis the posterior limit of the D-fin aligns vertically with the anterior limit of the
A-fin (Fig. 69a) whereas in H. ocellifer the position of the D-fin clearly overlaps that of the
anterior limit of the A-fin (Fig. 69b)_

Young M. oligolepis were caught downstream of the dam, in the reservoir and in
the upstream section (Fig. 70a). Early life stages were observed from February to August (Fig.
70a). Ali size classes exploit a large range of habitats except those entirely covered with sand
(Fig. 70c). The diet of the smallest individuals consists of micro-crustaceans, insect larvae and
terrestrial insects, the later becoming increasing important in largest individuals (Fig. 70d).

Moenkhausia surinamensis Géry, 1966

The smallest M. surinamensis we caught were 12.0 mm, so that early life stages of this species
remain unknown. At that SL, the body is moderately deep, the roundish head is of moderate
size with a slightly rounded snout, a terminal mouth and large round eyes (Fig. 71a)_ The
finfold remains only ventrally on the gut anteriorly to the anus. The D-, C- and A-fin are
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Fig. 68. Moenkhausia oligolepis a) 7.5 mm, and b) 14.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.

a

Fig. 69. Comparison of young stages of a) Moenkhausia oligolepis 1l.0 and 190 mm and b) Hemigrammus
ocellifer 1l.0 and 19.0 mm
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complete. The adipose fin is differentiated, the V- and P-fins are developing. The trunk and the
anterior part of the tail are evenly covered with small meJanophores. Pigmentation is densest
on the snout, the dorsal surface of the head, and along a mediolateralline, which begins anterior
to the anus and ends as a diamond-shaped patch at the base of the C-fin. Small unpigmented
areas precede this spot ventrally and dorsally. The ventral surfaces of the head and body are
also unpigmented. The D-, C- and A-fin bear tiny melanophores along their rays. The finfold
is unpigmented. At 25.0 mm, young M. surinamensis resemble small adults (Fig. 71b).

Small M. surinamensis are easily distinguished from young H. ocellifer or young
M. oligolepis by the high number A-fin rays (1 27-29).

Young M. surinamensis were only caught in the downstream and upstream sections (Fig.
72a) but on too few occasion to detect any pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 72b).
They were observed in a wide range of habitats (Fig. 72c) and consumed mainly terrestrial
insects (Fig. 72d).

Phenacogaster aff. megalostictus Eigenmann, 1909

At 7.0-7.5 mm, the body of Phenacogaster aff. megalostictus early life stages is elongate, the
ovate head is moderately large, the snout is rounded, the mouth is terminal and the round eyes
are of moderate size (Fig. 73a). The notochord is curved into a S-shape. The finfold is
continuous dorsally and ventrally. The rays of the C-fins are developing when only incipient
rays of the A-fin are present. At that SL, the pigmentation is light with sorne small
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Fig. 71. Moenkhausla surlllamensis a) 12.0 mm. and b) 25 0 mm. Honzontal bars represent 1 mm
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Fig. 72. Moenkhausia surinamensis a) spatial distribution (aIl individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics for early life stages <13 mm, young juveniles 13 to 30 mm, and old juveniles 30 to 60 mm, and d)
relative importance of vanous dietary items for young- and old juveniles only Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4.

melanophores scatlered on the head, gut, and mediolateral surface of the trunk and tail. Sorne
melanophores form a distinct patch on the c1eithrum and another less conspicuous one on the
tip of the tail. The ventral finfold anterior to the anus has one dark patch of pigmentation at
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each extremity. Posterior to the anus, the finfold has a scattering of tiny melanophores. These
small-sized pigments are also present at the base of the C-fin and dorsaJly on the finfold.

At 8.5-9.0 mm, the body is deeper and takes the shape of an elongated diamond, which
is characteristic of the species (Fig. 73b). When the rays of the D- and A-fin are developing,
the C-fin is already complete. The finfold remains only ventrally on the gut anterior to the
anus. Young juveniles develop a characteristic pigmentation that consists of large
melanophores that contrast greatly with the bright white appearance of the rest of the body.
These melanophores form two blotches, one on the dorsal surface of the head and one on the
tip of the tail, as weil as forming intermittent Iines along the dorsal, mediolateral and ventral
sides. The caudal spot merges with the melanophores that cover the base of the C-fin. The
two spots on the ventral finfold are stiJl present, the D- and A-fins are scattered with
melanophores. At 15.0-15.5 mm, juveniles resemble small adults except that their P-fins are
not present (Fig. 73c).
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Fig. 73. l'henacogasfer aff. mega/osllcfUS a) 7.5 mm, b) 8.5 mm anù c) 15.5 mm Horizontal bars represcnt 1 mm.

Young P aff. megalostictus (Fig. 73b) and young C. pauciradiatus (Fig. 38b) have an
identical contrasted pattern of pigmentation, but at identical sizes the latter have a more
hunchback appearance, a Jess pigmented body and a characteristic oblique black spot that stafts
anterior to the eye and extends along the upper and lower maxilla. When they become older,
young P aff. megalostictus have Jess A-fin rays (II 37-38) than C. pauciradiatus (II 50-52).

Young P. aff. megalostictus were mostly caught upstream of the dam, but a few
individuals were also sampled in the reservoir and downstream of the dam (Fig. 74a). The
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smallest individuals were observed from March to October (Fig. 74b). Ali size classes were
found in a wide range habitats with weil oxygenated water (Fig. 74c). Whatever their size,
young P aff. megalostictus ingested mainly insect larvae and micro-crustaceans (Fig. 74d).

Piabucus dentatus (Kohlreuter, 1761)

At 8.5 mm, the body of P dentatus early life stages is elongate, the rotund head is small, the
short snout is rounded, the terminal mouth barely reaches the anterior limit of the eyes, which
are round and large (Fig. 75a). The terminal part of the gut has a large diameter. The finfold
is almost continuous and only incipient rays of the C-fin and the anlagen of the A-fin can be
detected. The pigmentation consists of one patch of melanophores dorsally on the head, one
mediolateral series from mid trunk to the tip of the tail, and ventrally on the tail a double row
of melanophores, which continue laterally on the gut and rejoin a diffuse blotch on the
cleithrum. The finfold is almost unpigmented except at the base of the C-fin.

At 11.0 mm, the body is not deeper and the head is of moderate size (Fig. 75b). The rays
of the D-, A- and C-fin are present. Adult pigmentation is developing, including the dark
blotches on the snout and dorsally on the head, and the dorsal, mediolateral and ventral
almost solid lines of melanophores. Other melanophores remain scattered on the lateral and
ventral surfaces of the gut. Only the C-fin presents tiny melanophores along its rays. From
20.0 mm on, young P dentatus resemble small adults (Fig. 75c).
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Young P. dentatus (Fig. 75b) have a slender more pigmented body than small Bryconops
spp. (Fig. 53a). Larger specimens can be also identified by the number of A-fin rays (III 42
for P. dentatus vs. II 26-32 for Bryconops spp.).

Young P. dentatus were caught downstream of the dam only (Fig. 76a), between January
and March (Fig. 76b) in habitats with weil oxygenated waters and a lot of woody debris
(Fig. 76c). The diet of early life stages included insect larvae, terrestrial insects and micro­
crustaceans, whereas that of juveniles was based mainly on terrestrial insects and insect
larvae (Fig. 76d).

B. SILURIFORMES

1. Doradidae

Doras carinatus (Linnaeus, 1766)

This is the only species of Doradidae in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan n e 1994) and we caught only one specimen with rotenone (Table 2). However we
present it here because of the rarity of information about young stages of neotropical
Siluriformes in the scientific literature. The length of this young D. carinatus was only
12.5 mm, but it already looked like a smail adult except that the lateral series of bony plates
were not present (Fig. 77). At that SL, the body is as large as it is deep in its half anterior part,
and the tail is moderately compressed. The head is moderately large, the snout is blunt and
the small mouth is inferior. The ovate small eyes are positioned dorsally. The branched
maxillary barbels reach to the base of the P-fins. The finfold remains ventrally between the
anus and the A-fin and between the A- and C-fin, and dorsally between the adipose and
C-fin. Ali the fins are completed, each P-fin already presenting a large thomy spine. The
head, body and tail are peppered with smal1 melanophores, but the ventral surface remains
unpigmented. The melanophores tend to coalesce in a small humerai spot.

Amongst the Siluriformes of the River Sinnamary, young D. carinatus cannot be
misidentified with another species from the time they bear their branched maxillary barbels.

Fig. 77. Doras carillalus 12.5 mm lateral and dorsal vlew Horizontal bar represents 1 mm.
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2. Auchenipteridae

Of the four species of auchenipterids present in the River Sinnamary, we collected the
progeny of Parauchenipterus galeatus (Linnaeus, 1766) and Tatia aff. intermedia
(Steindachner, 1876) but never that of Auchenipterus nuchalis (Spix, 1829) and
Pseudauchenipterus nodosus (Bloch, 1794).

Parauchenipterus galeatus (Linnaeus, 1766)

At 9.5-10.0 mm, the compressed body is moderately elongated, the depressed ovate head is
moderately large, the snout is convex, the small mouth is inferior and the round eyes are smail
(Fig. 78a). The gut is very compact. At that SL, the notochord is flexed. The finfold remains
dorsally between the D- and the C-fin and ventrally between the A- and the C-fin. The rays
of the D-, P- and C-fin are present, those of the A- and V-fins are still developing. The first
ray of each P-fin is enlarged into a large short spine on which small curved hooks develop.
The maxillary barbels reach to the anterior limit of the A-fin, whereas the first mandibular
barbels reach to the P-fins only and the second pair is shorter. The head, body and tail are
scattered with large, evenly distributed melanophores, which are denser on the nape anterior
to the D-fin and on the gut posterior to the P-fins. Ventrally, young P. galeatus are almost
unpigmented on the head and the gut. Dorsally, the melanophores ex tend to the spine of the
D-fin and to the remnants of the finfold. Sorne smaller melanophores scatter the base of the
C-fin and the developing A-fin.

At 12.0 mm, the body becomes deeper, with a short trunk relative to the tail length,
a round head and a very compact gut (Fig. 78b). The V- and A-fins are not completely
developed. The D- and C-fin are not yet pointed like in adults. The maxillary barbels reach
to mid-A-fin, the first pair of mandibular barbels reach to the anterior limit of the A-fin and
the second pair remains shorter. Melanophores have spread to the ventral surface of the gut
and intensified dorsally forming a continuous dark surface from the tip of the snout ta the tip
of the tail. They also coyer a11 the fins.

At identical sizes, young P. galeatus (Fig. 78) present a slender body, longer maxillary
barbels and a longer A-fin (20 to 25 rays) than young T. intermedia (Fig. 80).

Young P. galeatus were caught downstream from the dam only (Fig. 79a) on too few
occasions for detecting any temporal pattern of occurrence (Fig. 79b). They were found in
habitats with weil oxygenated waters and with woody debris (Fig. 79c). Specimens were not
caught in sufficient number to study their diet.

Tatia afr. intermedia (Steindachner, 1876)

The smallest T. aff. intermedia we caught was 7.5 mm. At that SL, the body is moderately
elongate, the rounded head is small with a convex snout and sma11 round eyes, and the mouth
is small and inferior (Fig. 80a). The ovate yolk-sac is still present. The finfold is continuous
from the nape to the anus, but incipient rays can be observed on the A-fin. The maxillary and
first pair of mandibular barbels reach to the pectoral buds. The entire body is evenly spread
with large melanophores that extend over the finfold.

At 9.5-10.0 mm, the body shape remains the same but the mouth is more terminal
(Fig. 80b). The rays of D-, C-, A- and P-fins are developing, D- and P-fins presenting a short
spine. The maxillary barbels are longer and reach to the posterior limit of the D-fîn. The
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b
Fig. 78. Parauchempterus galeatus a) 100 mm lateral and dorsal view and b) 120 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1mm.
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Fig. 80. Tatia aff. IIltermedia a) 7.5 mm, b) 9.5 mm, and c) 11.5 mm Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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melanophores tend to coalesce on the snout, dorsally on the head and tail. The pigmentation
is lighter ventrally on the head and gut. Scattered melanophores occur on the remnants of the
finfold ventrally and dorsally, on the C-fin and on the base of the A-fin. At 11.5-] 2.0 mm, the
V-fins appear (Fig. 80c). The melanophores on the head, body and tail coalesce into
longitudinally elongate bands of pigments more or Jess anastomosed. The ventral surface of
the head and of the first half of the gut are unpigmented. Sorne melanophores scatter the
dorsal and ventral remnants of the finfold as weil as the base of the C- and A-fin.

At identical sizes, young T aff. intermedia (Fig. 80) have a deeper body and shorter
maxillary barbels than young P. galeatus (Fig. 78). Moreover their A-fin has only between
7 and]] rays.

We caught young T aff. intermedia in ail sampled sections except in the central part of
the reservoir (Fig. 8] a). The early life stages were observed year-round (Fig. 81 b). We caught
young T aff. intermedia in a large range of habitats but never in weil deoxygenated waters
(Fig. 81 c). RegardJess of SL, their diet comprised mainly terrestrial insects (Fig. 81 d).

3. Pimelodidae

Ti t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan n e (1994) indicated that 12 species of pimelodids are
present in the River Sinnamary, but we caught the young stages of four species only:
Pimelodella cristata (Müller & Troschel, 1848) and P. geryi Hoedeman, 1961, formerly
identified as P. gracilis (Val. in Cuvier et Valenciennes, 1840), Pseudopimelodus raninus
(Valenciennes, 1840), and Rhamdia quelen (Quoy et Gaimard, 1824).

Pimelodella spp. [P. cristata (Müller et Troschel, 1848) and P. geryi Hoedeman, 1961]

We were unable ta distinguish the young stages of the two species of Pimelodella present in
the River Sinnamary and thus grouped them at the genus level. At 8.5-9.0 mm, the body is
moderately elongate and laterally compressed (Fig. 82a). The ovate head is moderately large
and depressed, the snout is rounded, the wide mouth is terminal and the round eyes are very
smal1. At that SL, the finfo]d remains ventra])y on the gut and the tail only. The rays of ail the
fins, except the ventral, are developing. The maxillary barbels reach to mid-way along the A­
fin, whereas the two pairs of mandibular barbels are shorter than the head. The small
Pimelodella spp. are lightly pigmented on the head, nape and gut, where tiny melanophores
form more or less dense patches. The body, the tail and the fins are unpigmented.

At 13.0--13.5 mm, the body deepens, the head and eyes becoming larger (Fig. 82b). Ali
the fin rays are present and the long adipose fin is differentiating. The nasal barbels reach to
the anus, the first pair of maxillary barbels reaches to the V-fins and the second pair is
shorter. Pigmentation intensifies dorsally on the head, nape, body and tail. Laterally, the
head appears darker than the rest of the body and tail. The fins are almost unpigmented. At
21.0 mm, juveniles look like small adults (Fig. 82c).

Very young Pimelodella spp. are easily distinguished from other catfish by their slender,
almost unpigmented body. Larger young Pimelodella spp. present a homocercal C-fin when
P. raninus of the same size present an heterocercal one (Fig. 84) and a lighter body
pigmentation than young R. quelen (Fig. 86).

Young Pimelodella spp. were caught mostly in the upstream section, and never in the
central part of the reservoir (Fig. 83a). The early life stages were too infrequently captured
to detect any pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 83b). We caught young Pimelodella
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a

Fig. 82. Ptmelode//a spp a) 8.5 mm lateral and dorsal view, b) J30 mm, and c) 21.0 mm. Honzontal bars
represent 1 mm.

spp. in a wide range of habitats, largest specimens being present in more deoxygenated
waters than smaIlest individuals (Fig. 83c). Their diet consisted of micro-crustaceans and
insect Jarvae for young individuals and more diversified prey for older specimens including
terrestrial insects and fish (Fig. 83d).

Pseudopimelodus raninus (Val. in Cuvier et Valenciennes, 1840)

At 8.5 mm, the body of P. raninus early Iife stages is moderately deep, the ovate depressed head
is large, the snout is rounded, the wide mouth is slightly inferior, the round eyes are very small
and the gut is compact (Fig. 84a). The finfold remains ventrally between the anus and the A-fin
and between the A- and C-fin, and dorsally between the D- and C-fin. Ali the fins are present but
the adipose fin is not yet differentiated. The maxillary barbels reach to the anterior Iimit of the D­
fin, the first mandibular pair of barbels reaches to the P-fins and the second pair is shorter.
Pigmentation consists of tiny melanophores that are evenly scattered over the head, trunk and tail.
These pigments form one dense patch on the dorsal surface of the hcad and a lateral one above
each P-fin. They extend anteriorly to the D-fin, the dorsal finfold, and the base of the C-fin.

At 11.5-12.0 mm, the general body and head shapes remain the same as younger
individuaIs but the D-, C- and V-fins are more elongated (Fig. 84b). The intense pigmentation

80



b

c

d

Te pH Cd Ox %L %W %M %S
Min 230 42 121 11 10 3 0 0

Max 272 59300 76 100 98 100 100
Min 234 38 121 29 15 3 11 0

Max 264 58 277 66 84 83 100 89

Min 238 34 128 33 15 14 21 0

Max 243 50 180 64 90 71 100 79
20(

SL
(mm)

[20·40(

[40·100(

SL

(mm) 100

[40.100[ 1
o J"=y-=;=-=>-,--,-.c;y::::uO-,-u-CJ.--'-,---,----,-,­

100

(20·40( 1 0
o J-=;=- y y L...,---.---,----,-

100 j
20[ 0 L."----r---.---,Q-,--e-=;=---,=-JO" ,

FI Mo Le Me Ti Il Hy Ra MI Su

4°30N

5°00N

53°W

5°30N

••••1 10 Hf 10'
N 100m'

SL
(mm)

[40·100[ - • • •••••••

[20·40( - •• • •••••

.-- -,.--- 3, 20( _ • •

J FM A'M'J'J'A'S'O'N'D'

Fig. 83. Pimelodella spp. a) spatial dIstribution (all individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics,
and dl relative importance of various dietary Items for early life stages <20 mm, young juvemles 20 to 40 mm,
and old juveniles 40 to 100 mm. Habitat and prey codes 10 Fig. 4.

on the dorsal surface of the head, trunk and tail extends to the large humeraI spot and to
the anterior part of the D-fin. Laterally, the body and tail are less pigmented, the ventral
surface of the gut is completely unpigmented. At 14.0 mm, the head is more elongated
and depressed, the adipose fin is differentiated and the C-fin presents a more rounded shape
(Fig. 84c). The general appearance and pigmentation of the body is that of a smail adult
with the exception of the C-fin, which lacks the large characteristic vertical dark band
of pigments.

Whatever their size, young P. raninus are easily distinguished from other young
Siluriformes by their heterocercal C-fin.

Young P. raninus were caught in all sampled sections except the reservoir (Fig. 85a).
The early life stages were observed as early as January and as late as October (Fig. 85b).
Regardless of SL, they were found in a wide range of habitats (Fig. 85c). The smallest P.
raninus ingested insect larvae and micro-crustaceans, whereas larger individuals included
fish and large crustaceans in their diet (Fig. 85d).

Rhamdia quelen (Quoy et Gaimard, 1824)

At 14.0 mm, the body of R. quelen early life stages is elongate, the ovate depressed head is
of moderate size, the rounded snout is elongate, the wide mouth is slightly inferior and the
obliquely ovate eyes are small (Fig. 86a). At that SL, the rays of ail fins are present and the
adipose fin is almost completely differentiated. The maxillary barbels reach to mid-way along
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Fig. 84. Pseudopimelodus ranmus a) 8.5 mm. b) 11.5 mm, and c) 14.0 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 86. Rhamdra que/en a) 14.0 mm wlth dorsal view of the head, and b) 32.0 mm with dorsal vlew of the head.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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the A-fin, the two pairs of mandibular ones reach only to the P-fins. The pigmentation
consists of a dark homogeneous pigmentation on the dorsal surface of the head, trunk and tail,
which becomes lighter laterally and is absent ventrally. The adipose fin is peppered with tiny
melanophores. At 32.0 mm, young R. quelen look Iike small adults (Fig. 86b).

At 13.0-14.0 mm, the general body shape of young R. quelen resembles that of young
Pimelodella spp. (Fig. 82b), but the body pigmentation of the latter is darker and the dorsal
finfold is peppered by smail melanophores. At 20.0-30.0 mm, R. quelen juveniles lack the
patch of pigments on the D-fin and the medio-lateral black line which are characteristic of
Pimelodella spp. juveniles (Fig. 82c).

Young R. que/en were never caught in the reservoir (Fig. 87a) and occurred too
infrequently in our samples to detect any pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 87b).
Irrespective to SL, they were caught in habitats with weil oxygenated waters and with
a bottom mostly covered by mud, leaves and woody debris (Fig. 87c). Individuals between
17.0 and 50.0 mm preyed mainly on insect larvae and terres trial insects but also large
crustaceans and fish (Fig. 87d).

Fig. 88. Helogenes marmora/us 14.5 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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charactensttcs, and d) relative Importance of vanous dietary items for young juveniles 13 to 30 mm, and old
Juveniles 30 to 60 mm. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4.
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4. Cetopsidae

Helogenes marmoratus (Günther, 1863)

This species is the only Cetopsidae Helogeninae of French Guiana (L e Bai 1 et al. 2000).
We caught few young H. marmoratus (Table 2), the smallest being 14.5 mm. At that SL,
specimens already look like small adults except that their snout is more rounded. They are
easily identified by their elongated A-fin (39-48 rays), which originates much more
anteriorly than the D-fin (Fig. 88).

We caught young H. marmoratus in the upstream and downstream sections (Fig. 89a).
Individuals 13.0 to 30.0 mm were caught at the end of the rainy season (Fig. 89b) in habitats
with weil oxygenated waters where the bottom was mostly covered with sand (Fig. 89c).
Their diet consisted mainly of terrestrial insects and insect larvae (Fig. 89d).

5. Asprenidae

Dysichthys coracoideus (Cope, 1874) [formerly identified as Bunocephalus coracoideus
Cope, 1874]

This species is the only Asprenidae in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan ne 1994). The smallest D. coracoideus we caught was 6.5 mm. At that SL, the
body is elongate, the moderately elongate head is strongly depressed but the cross-section of
the tail is cylindrical (Fig. 90a). The snout is convex and the smail mouth is inferior. The very
small obliquely elongate eyes are located dorsally. The rays of the P- and C-fin are
developing, the first rayon the P-fins being transformed into a large curved spine. Incipient
rays of the A-fin develop at mid-body. The maxillary barbels almost reach to the P-fins. The
pigmentation consists of coalesced melanophores forming large patches on the head, trunk,
tail and C-fin, giving a mottled appearance.

At 9.5-10.0 mm, the body shape looks more like that of adults (Fig. 90b). The body is
strongly depressed, the head takes a diamond shape when viewed from above, the mouth is
inferior, and the eyes are small and situated dorsally. At that SL, the rays of ail fins are
present. The blotches of melanophores are larger, especially on the tail, and only the P-fins
remain unpigmented. At 14.0 mm, young B. coracoideus resemble small adults (Fig. 90c).

Young D. coracoideus were caught downstream from the dam only (Fig. 91 a) but on too
few occasions to detect any consistent temporal pattern (Fig. 91 b). They were always found
in habitats with weil oxygenated waters and with large amounts of ieaves on the bottom
(Fig. 9Ic). Smallest individuals ingested insect larvae, whereas largest specimens fed on
terrestrial insects, molluscs and even fish (Fig. 91d).

6. Trichomycteridae

ltuglanis amazonicus (Steindachner, 1882) [formerly identified as Trichomycterus guianense
(Eigenmann, 1909)]

This species is the only Trichomycteridae inhabiting the River Sinnamary if we exclude the
estuary (T i t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994). At 9.5 mm the body of l. amazonicus
is elongate, the ovate depressed head is of moderate size, the snout is convex, the mouth is
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Fig. 90. Dyslchrhys coracOldeus a) 6.5 mm laIerai and dorsal Yiew, b) 9.5 mm, and c) 14.0 mm. Honzontal bars
represenl 1 mm.

inferior, the very small round eyes are located dorsally, and the straight gut is of large
diameter (Fig. na). The finfold remains dorsal1y and ventral1y. The rays of the 0-, C- and A­
fin are developing, whereas the P-fins are already completed. The first pair of maxillary
barbels almost reaches to the extremity of the P-fins. The second pair of maxillary barbels
and the nasal barbels are shorter than the first pair of maxillary barbcls. Small melanophores
scatter the dorsal surface of the trunk and tail. They form patches on the dorsal surface of the
head and on the opercula. The ventral surface of the head and body as weil as ail the fins are
unpigmented. At ]0.0-10.5 mm, I. amazonicus early life stages look like small adults except
that remnants of the finfold still exist anterior to the D-fin, between the 0- and C-fin, between
the C- and A-fin and on the second half of the gut (Fig. 92b).

Young I. amazonicus were never caught in the reservoir (Fig. 93a). The smal1est
specimens were observed from January to August (Fig. 93b). Young I. amazonicus were
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Fig. 91. Dysichthys coracoideus a) spatial distnbution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics, and d) relative importance of various dietary items for early li fe stages <14 mm, young juveniles
14 to 39 mm, and old Juvemles 39 to 70 mm. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4.

caught in a wide range of habitats, the largest apparently supporting deoxygenated waters
(Fig. 93c). Regardless of SL, young 1. amazonicus ingested mostly insect larvae but also
terrestrial insects and micro-crustaceans (Fig. 93d).

7. Callichthyidae

We caught young stages only of two species of armoured catfish, Callichthys callichthys
(Linnaeus, 1758) and Megalechis thoracata (Valenciennes, 1840), but never those belonging
to the genus Corydoras.

Callichthys callichthys (Linnaeus, 1758)

At 7.0 mm, the body of C. callichthys early life stages is moderately elongate with a slightly
compressed tail, the ovate head is moderately large and depressed, the snout is pointed, the
wide mouth is terminal and the round eyes are small (Fig. 94a). At that SL, the rays of the P,
D- and C-fin are present, those of the A-fin are developing, but the finfold remains dorsally
between the D- and the C-fin and ventrally between the anus and the C-fin. The nasal barbels
are longer than the maxillary ones and reach to the anus. The head, trunk, and tail, as weil as
the bases of the D-, C- and P-fins and the finfold, are peppered with small melanophores. The
pigmentation is darker on the dorsal surface of the head and on the nape.

At 8.0 mm, body shape remains the same (Fig. 94b). The rays of ail the fins are present,
but remnants of the finfold exist on the tail dorsally and ventrally. The barbels remain
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Fig. 92. ltuglalll.l' ama~OIllCU.l'a) 9 5 mm lateral and dorsal VICW, and b) 100 mm Horizontal hars represent 1 mm
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proportionally of the same size. Melanophores have coalesced into patches of different sizes
that are anastomosed on the head. The base of the D-fin and the central rays of the C-fin are
also pigmented. At 20.0 mm, young juveniles present a deeper body and the tail has the
same depth as the trunk (Fig. 94c). The snout is more rounded and the eyes proportionally
smaller than in younger specimens. The adipose fin is differentiated. The pigmentation
consists of dark patches of pigments that coyer the head and body dorsally and laterally,
extending to the D- and C-fin and even to the barbels. At 23.0 mm, older juveniles resemble
small adults except that the body is shorter, the armoured body plates are not complete, and
the patchy pigmentation is contrasted (Fig. 94d).

We caught young C. callichthys upstream from the reservoir and downstream from
the dam (Fig. 95a). The smallest individillIls were caught between February and May only

a

c

d
Fig. 94. Calilchthys callichthys a) 7.0 mm lateral and dorsal view, b) 8.0 mm, c) 20.0 mm, and d) 23.0 mm.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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(Fig. 95b). Whatever their size, young C. callichthys were observed in a wide range of
habitats except those covered entlrely with sand (Fig. 95c). Their diet consists mainly of
micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 95d).

Megalechis thoracata (Valenciennes, 1840) [formerly identified as Hoplosternum thoracatum
(Val. in CUY. et Val., 1840)]

The sma11est M. thoracata we caught was 6.5 mm. At that SL, the body is moderately
elongate with a slightly compressed tail, the ovate head is moderately large and depressed,
the snout is pointed, the wide mouth is terminal and the round eyes are sma11 (Fig. 96a). The
rays of the C-fin are present, those of the D-fin are just developing and anlagen of the A-fin
can be detected. The nasal barbels are slightly longer than the maxiIlary ones and reach to the
base of P-fins. The body is covered dorsally on the trunk and tail and ventra11y on the tail by
elongate patches by melanophores that extend to the finfold. Patches are also present on the
dorsal surface of the head, on the nape and on the opercula. Sorne small melanophores are
also observed along the rays of the C-fin.

At 9.5-10.0 mm, general body shape remains the same (Fig. 96b). The rays of a11 the
fins are present, but remnants of the finfold exist dorsally and ventrally on the tail. The
adipose fin is differentiating. The barbels are proportionally longer and the second pair now
reach 10 the hase of Ihe V-fins. Melanophores have coalcsced inlo large dark anaslomosed
patches and form a continuous dark area from the tip of the snout to the base of the D-fin.
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Te pH Cd Ox %L YoW 'l'oM %SI

Min 240 48 216 39 57 16 23 0

Max 274 52 216 55 100 48 100 77
Min 214 40 135 15 30 24 28 0

Max 258 52 222 60 100 77 100 72
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Max 250 47 223 61 78 56 100 46
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Fig. 95. Ca/llchthys callichthys a) spatial distnbution (a11 Individuals). b) temporal occurrence, c) habItat
characteristics for early IIfe stages <13 mm. young juveniles 13 to 50 mm, and old juvenlles 50 to 90 mm and
d) relative importance of vanous dletary items for early life stages and young juvenlles only. Habitat and prey
codes in Fig. 4.
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Pigmentation on the C-fin consists of smail dark patches. At 15.5-16.0 mm, the body depth
increases and the tail has the same depth as the trunk (Fig. 96c). The snout is slightly
rounded and the eyes are proportionally smaller. The adipose fin is completely differentiated.
Dark vertical bands of pigmentation cover the trunk and tail, often extending to the fins.
Smaller, often unaligned, narrow vertical black bands cover the C-fin. At 22.0 mm, older
juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 96d).

Our descriptions of the progeny of these two callichthyds species correspond to those
already published by Mol (1996) from artificially reared young. The young of the two
species are easily distinguished by their general pigmentation. At identical sizes, the
pigmentation of young M. thoracata consists of vertical dark bands whereas that of young
C. callichthys is more spotted.

c

d
Fig. 96. Megalechis Ihoracala a) 65 mm lateral and dorsal view, b) 10.5 mm, c) 16.0 mm, and d) 22.0 mm.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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We caught young M. thoracata upstream of the reservoir, in the central part of the
reservoir and downstream of the dam (Fig. 97a). The smallest individuals were caught
between January and June (Fig. 97b). Whatever their size, young M. thoracata
were observed in a wide range of habitats with the exception of those covered entirely with
sand (Fig. 97c). Their diet consisted mainly of micro-crustaceans and insect larvae (Fig. 97d).

C. GYMNOTIFORMES

1. Sternopygidae

In the River Sinnamary, there are two species belonging to the Stemopygidae family (T i t 0

d e Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994), but we never caught the progeny of Eigenmannia
virescens (Valenciennes, 1847).

Sternopygus macrurus (Bloch et Schneider, 1801)

The smallest S. macrurus we caught was 7.0 mm. At that size, the body is elongate,
cylindrical in its first half, slightly compressed laterally in its second half (Fig. 98a). The
ovate head is moderately large, the snout is blunt, the terminal mouth is small and the round
eyes are smal\. The finfold is present ventrally on the gut and tail and dorsally from the tip of
the tail to mid-trunk. Pigmentation consists of small melanophores scattered on the head
trunk and tail.
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Te pH Cd Ox %L VoW %M 'loS
Min 248 46 193 52 57 40 60 0

Max 256 61 260 59 57 40 60 40

Min 237 38 141 20 26 8 40 0

Max 275 53 295 66 92 77 100 60

Min 239 38 130 30 33 8 16 0

Max 256 54 209 62 90 72 100 84
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Fig. 97. Megalechls thoracata a) spatial distribution (ail indivlduals), b) temporal occurrence. c) habitat
characteristics for early life stages < 13 mm. young juveniles 13 ta 50 mm, and old juveniles 50 to 110 mm, and
d) relative importance of various dietary Items for early life stages and young juvemles only. Habitat and prey
codes in Fig. 4.
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At 10.0 mm, the general body shape is identical but snout length increases, the tail is
more tapered, and anlagen of the A-fin is apparent (Fig. 98b). Pigmentation intensifies and
extends to the lateral and ventral surface of the gut as weil as to the dorsal and ventral
finfold. From about 12.0 mm onwards, the tail begins to lengthen, the dorsal finfold
disappears, the number of rays in P-fins is completed, and the rays of the A-fin start to
develop (Fig. 98c). The head, trunk and tail are uniformly spread with small melanophores,
which give specimen a very dark appearance. At 30.0 mm, juveniles resemble small adults
with the characteristic triangular humerai dark spot.

Young S. macrurus are easily identified from their smallest size because they do not
present the weil separated nostrils of Hypopomidae nor the depressed head and prominent
mandible of Gymnotidae.

We never caught young S. macrurus in the central part of the reservoir (Fig. 99a).
The smallest individuals were observed from January to November (Fig. 99b). Young

/

./
- - ------- ---

a

Fig. 98. Sternopygus macrurus a) 7.0 mm. b) 10.0 mm, c) 12.0 mm, and d) 30.0 mm with partial representation
of the pigmentation pattern Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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Te pH Cd Ox %L V.WI%M %S
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Fig. 99. Stemopygus macrurus a) spatial distribution (ail indivlduals). b) temporal occurrence. c) habitat
characteriSl1cs, and d) relatIve importance of vanous dle!ary items for early life stages <20 mm, young juveniles
20 to 60 mm, and old juveniles 60 to 145 mm. Habitat and prey codes in Fig 4.

S. macrurus were always observed in well oxygenated waters and never in habitats entirely
covered with sand (Fig. 99c). Whatever their size, they ingested insect larvae and micfO­
crustaceans (Fig. 99d).

2. Hypopomidae

Hypopomidae are easily identified by their well separated nostrils and their usually short snout
(S win g & R a m s e y 1989). We caught the two species of hypopomids present in the River
Sinnamary that Ti t 0 d e Mor ais & Lau zan n e (1994) listed as Rhamphichtyidae.

Brachyhypopomus beebei (Schultz, 1944)

At 11.0 mm, the body of B. beebei carly life stages is c10ngate (Fig. 1OOa). The ovate head is
of moderate size, the snout is elongate and rounded, the terminal mouth is very small and the
round eyes are also very small. At that size, the finfold is still present dorsally from mid-tail
and ventrally on the gut and rail. Incipient rays of the A- and P-fins are present. The surfaces
of the head, trunk and tail are uniformly spread with small melanophores, which are denser
dorsally. At 17.0 mm the young juveniles resemble small adults except that the rays of their
P-fins are not complete1y developed (Fig. 1OOb).

We caught young B. beebei mostly in the upstream and downstream sections but also in
the central part of the reservoir on one occasion (Fig. 101 a). The smallest individuals were
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a

b
Fig. 100. BracilyilypoponlUS beebel a) 11.0 mm, and b) anterlor two-thirds of a 17.0 mm specl men. HOrizontal bars
represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 101. Bracilyilypopomus beebei a) spatIal distribution (ail indlviduals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics, and d) relative Importance of various dietary items for early life stages <20 mm, young Juveniles
20 to 50 mm, and old Juveniles 50 to 100 mm. Habitat and prey codes in FIg. 4.

observed from January to August (Fig. lOI b). B. beebei appear to becorne more tolerant to
deoxygenated waters as they grow, but regardless of SL, they avoid habitats eompleteJy
eovered with sand (Fig. IOle). Their diet eonsists of mïcro-erustaceans and inseet Jarvae
onJy (Fig. IOld).
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a

Fig. 102. Hypopomus arledi al 120 mm and bl 15.0 mm. Only the body shape of the posterior two-thirds of the
15 mm specimen is drawn. HonzoRtaI bars represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 103. lIypopolllus arledi al spatial distribution (ail indivldualsl, bl temporal occurrence. cl hahitat
characteristics, and d) relative importance of various dietary items for early life stages <20 mm, young juvenlJes
20 to 50 mm, and old Juveniles 50 to 130 mm. Habitat and prey codes JO Fig 4.

Hypopomus artedi (Kaup, 1856)

At 12.0 mm, the body of H. artedi early life stages is elongate, the head is moderately large,
the snout is blunt, the mouth is moderately large and slightly inferior, the round eyes are very
small (Fig. 102a). The finfold is present on the tail dorsally and ventrally. Incipient rays
develop on the P- and A-fin. Pigmentation consists of tiny melanophores that give a uniform
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Iight grey appearance to the head, trunk and tail over which darker lines contrast on the snout,
dorsal surface of the head and body, and base of the A-fin. At 15.0 mm, young juveniles
resemble small adults (Fig. 102b).

Amongst the hypopomids of the River Sinnamary, young H. artedi (Fig. 102) differ from
young B. beebei (Fig. 100) by their less tapered tail, clearly blunt snout and smaller eyes.

We caught young H. artedi in ail sampled sections except in the reservoir (Fig. 103a).
Early life stages were present in our samples from as early as January to as late as October
(Fig. 103b). Young H. artedi were observed in a wide range of habitats but not
in deoxygenated waters (Fig. 103c). Small individuals ingested insect larvae and micro­
crustaceans but the diet of individuals >50.0 mm expanded to terres trial insects and
fish (Fig. 103d).

3. Gymnotidae

Gymnotus spp. [G. anguillaris Hoedeman, 1962 and G. campo Linnaeus, 1758]

We were unable to differentiate the young stages of the two species of Gymnotus present in
the River Sinnamary and thus we grouped them at the genus level. At 15.0 mm, the body is
elongate, the ovate depressed head is moderately large, the snout is blunt, the mouth is
terminal, the mandible is prominent and the eyes are very small (Fig. 104a). The finfold is
still present dorsally and ventrally. Incipient rays develop on the A- and P-fins. Pigmentation
consists of very small melanophores spread over the entire head and body. At 19.0-20.0 mm,
young juveniles resemble small adults (Fig. 104b). From that SL onwards, G. anguillaris
juveniles can be tentatively distinguished from G. campo juveniles by the slender body and
smaller head of the former (Fig. 105).

b
Fig. 104. Gymnofus spp. a) 15.0 mm, and b) 20 0 mm Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.

We caught young Gymnotus spp, in ail sampled sections except in the reservoir (Fig.
106a). Small individuals occurred in our sampies from January to October (Fig. 106b). The
range of habitats where we found young Gymnotus spp. is larger for older individuals,
including those with deoxygenated waters and/or sandy bottoms (Fig. 106c). Young
Gymnotus spp. mainly fed on insect larvae but also on micro-crustaceans, terrestrial insects
and even fish (Fig. 106d).
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Fig. 105. Comparison of young stages of a) GY1ll1l0lUS allguillans ca. 19.0 and 50.0 mm (head only. lateral and
dorsal vlew) and b) G campo ca. 190 and 500 mm (head only. lateral and don.al view)
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Fig. 106. Gymllolus spp a) spatial distribution (all individuals), b) temporal occurrence. c) habitat charactenstics,
and d) relative importance of various dietary Items for early life stages <19 mm, young juveniles 19 to 50 mm.
and old juveniles 50 to 185 mm Habitat and prey codes in Fig 4.
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D. CYPRINODONTIFORMES

Four species of cyprinodonts are present in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan n e 1994) but we only confidently identified the progeny of Rivulus agilae
Hoedeman, 1954 and R. xiphidius Huber, 1979.

1. Rivulidae

Rivulus agilae Hoedeman, 1954

At 6.5 mm, the body of early life stages of R. agilae is moderately elongate, the rounded head
is of moderate size, the snout is pointed, the mouth is oblique and the eyes are large (Fig. 107a).
Although remnants of the dorsal finfold exist anterior to the D-fin, the rays of ail fins are
already present. Small melanophores scatter the body dorsally and laterally. Ventrally, they

a

b

Fig. 107. Rivu/us agi/ae a) 6.5 mm lateral. dorsal and ventral view. and b) 7.5 mm lateral. dorsal and ventral vlew.
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 108. Rll'ulus agilae a) spatlal distribution (all indlVlduals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habItat characteristlcs
for early life ~tages <la mm, young Juveniles la to IS mm, and old Juveniles \S to 20 mm, and d) relative
Importance of various dletary Items for young Juveniles only Habitat and prey codes In Fig 4.

are larger and coalesced on the anterior part of the gut and near the anus. On the head, they
form four large patches dorsa11y and one horizontal band that bisects the eye and ex tends
latera11y onto the snout. At 7.5 mm, the general body shape remains the same (Fig. 107b). On
the body and head, pigmentation has intensified, but the gut remains lighter with only sorne
melanophores on its ventral surface.

We caught young R. agi/ae in the upstream section, in the reservoir and downstream from
the dam (Fig. lOSa) and the sma11er individuals only from April to September (Fig. 10Sb).
Young R. agi/ae were caught in a wide range of habitats and even in poorly oxygenated
waters in the case of large specimens (Fig. 10Sc). Individuals between 10 and 15.0 mm
ingested mainly insect larvae, mïcro-crustaceans and hydracaria (Fig. 10Sd).

Rivu/us xiphidius Huber, 1979

At 6.0 mm, the body of R. xiphidius early life stages is elongate, the ovate head is large, the
snout is pointed, the mouth is oblique and the round eyes are large (Fig. 109a). At that SL, ail
the fins are complete. Pigmentation consists of sma11 melanophores scattered over the trunk
and tail. Those placed medioventra11y form a horizontal band, which extends from the tip of
the tail to the tip of the inferior jaw. On the gut the melanophores are larger and coalesce. At
7.5-S.0 mm, youngjuveniles resemble smail adults, with a conspicuous large horizontal band
of medioventral melanophores (Fig. 109b).

At identical sizes, small R. xiphidius possess denscr pigmentation than R. agi/ae,
especially on the ventral surface of the head, gut and tail (Fig. 107b). In larger R. xiphidius,
the lateral melanophores aggregate in a large ventro-lateral horizontal band when those of
young R. agi/ae tend to form chevrons.
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a

b

Fig. 109. Rivulus xiphldlus a} 6.0 mm lateral, dorsal and ventral view, and b} 8 a mm lateral, dorsal and ventral
view. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.

We caught young R. xiphidius in the upstream section as weil as downstream of the dam
(Fig. 11 Oa). The smallest individuals were found from January to October (Fig. 11Ob).
Young R. xiphidius were caught in deoxygenated waters and also in habitats almost entirely
covered with sand (Fig. 110c). The smallest individuals ingested micro-crustaceans and
insect larvae, the latter becoming the predominant prey of largest individuals (Fig. Il Od).

2. Poeciliidae

Micropoecilia spp. [M. bifurca (Eigenmann, 1909), M. parae (Eigenmann, 1894), and M. cf.
picta (Regan, 1913)]

This taxa was previously identified as Poecilia parae (Eigenmann, 1894) by Ti t 0 d e
Mor ais & Lau zan n e (1994) but K e i th et al. (2000) now recognise three different
species of Poeciliidae in the River Sinnamary: Micropoecilia bifurca (Eigenmann, 1909), M.

101



b

c

d

Te pH Cd Ox %L ~ow %M %5
Min 230 40 166 11 14 7 4 0

Max 280 57 310 75 99 71 100 96
Min 231 38 166 21 20 7 13 0

Max 268 57 281 74 99 68 100 87
10r

SL
(mm)

SL
(mm)

[10-15[ - •••••••••••

10[ - •••••••• ••

'J'F'M'A'M'J'J'A'S'O'N'D

[10-15[

SL

(mm) 100

[10-15[ 0 J'--r--'---r--r....lQ-,--L--,--JO =r

10[100 j
o -.---r,-----.--'0 Q ,

FI Mo Le Me Ti Il Hy Ro MI Su

a

4'30

5'OON

N

-+-
53'W

.. CI" •
1 10 102 10'

N 100m2

Fig. 110. Rlvulus xiphldlUS a) spatIal dlstnbutlOn (ail indivlduals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristlcs, and d) relative Importance of various dietary items for early lIfe stages <10 mm, and young
Juvemles 10 ta 15 mm. Habitat and prey codes ln Fig 4

parae (Eigenmann, 1894), and M. cf. picta (Regan, 1913). As theses species are identified by
the pigmentation of the adults only, we grouped them at the genus level.

At 7.5 mm, the body of early Iife stages is moderately elongate, the ovate head
is moderately large, the snout is pointed, the mouth is oblique and the eyes are very large
(Fig. III a). Ali the fins are complete. The melanophores form thin Iines that criss-cross the
lateral surface of the tail and the large humeraI vertical band characteristic of the species.
The head is also heavily pigmented, especially on its dorsal surface. The fins are
unpigmented with the exception of a small spot on the D-fin. At Il.0-11.5 mm, the general
body shape remains the same (Fig. III b). The pigmentation has intensified and young
juveniles resemble small adults.

We caught young Micropoeci/ia spp. in ail sampled sections except upstream of the
reservoir (Fig. 112a). Small individuals were captured too infrequently to detect any pattern
in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 112b). Young Micropoeci/ia spp. were never observed in
poorly oxygenated waters (Fig. 112c). The diet of the smaller Micropoeci/ia spp. consisted
mainly of insect larvae and mÎCro-crustaceans (Fig. 112d).

E. PERCIFORMES

1. Nandidae

Po/ycentrus punctatus (Linnaeus, 1758) [formerly identified as P. schomburgkii Müller et
Troschel, 1848]

The smallest P. punctatus we caught was 7 mm. At that SL, the body is deep and laterally
compressed, the triangular head is large, the snout is pointed, the terminate mouth is large and
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Fig. HI. Micropoecilia spp. a) 7.5 mm and b) 11.5 mm. Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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Fig. H2. Mlcropoecilia spp. a) spatial distnbution (aIl individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics for early life stages <8 mm, young juveniles 8 to II mm, and old juveniles Il to 13 mm and d)
relative importance of various dietary items for early life stages only. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4.

the eyes are large (Fig. 113a). The rays of the D-, C- and A-fin are present when those of the
V-fins are developing, and those of the P-fins are absent. The consistent pigmentation incIudes
large melanophores that coyer the entire head and that form four vertical band laterally on the
body. All these bands extend to the D-fin and two of the three on the tail extend to the A-fin.
The C-fin is unpigmented with the exception of two elongated patches at its base.

Young P. punctatus were caught in the reservoir and downstream from the dam (Fig. 114a).
The smallest individuals were captured too infrequently to suggest a temporal pattern of
occurrence (Fig. 114b). Young P. punctatus 13.0-30.0 mm were caught in habitats where
leaves, woody debris and mud were preponderant (Fig. 114c). Smallest individuals fed on
insect larvae and mïcro-crustaceans whereas largest specimens fed also on fish (Fig. 114d).
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2. Cichlidae

In the River Sinnamary, seven species of cichlids are present (T i t 0 de Mor ais &
Lau zan n e 1994) but we never caught the progeny of Geophagus surinamensis (Bloch,
1791) nor of Satanoperca aff. leucosticta.

Cleithracara maronii (Steindachner, 1882)

The smallest C. maronii we caught was 10.0 mm. At that SL, the laterally compressed body
is deep, the rounded head is large, the snout is convex, the mouth is terminal, the round eyes
are large, and ail the fins are complete (Fig. 113b). Large dark black spots, more or less
anastomosed, cover the head, trunk and tail, extending to the D, A- and V-fins, whereas the
C-fin remains unpigmented. These patches of pigmentation are lighter on the opercula and
on the guI.

Fig. 113. Young stages of a) Po/ycentrus punctatus 7.0 mm, b) C/elthracara maronll 10.0 mm, and c) Nannacara
spp. 7 0 mm Horizontal bars represent 1 mm
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Fig. 114. Polycentrus punctatus a) spatial distributIOn (ail mdividuals), b) temporal occurrence forearly life stages
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importance of various dietary items for young- and old juveniles. Habllat and prey codes in Fig 4.
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characteristics, and d) relative importance of various dietary items for early life stages <13 mm, young juvemles
13 to 34 mm, and old juveniles 34 to 52 mm. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4
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Young C. maronii were caught in the upstream section, in the reservoir and downstream
from the dam (Fig. 115a). The smallest individuals were caught too infrequently to detect
a consistent pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 115b). Smallest C. maronii were mostly
found in weil oxygenated waters of habitats with bottom mainly covered by mud, and with
abundant leaves and woody debris (Fig. 115c). Largest individuals were caught in a wide range
of habitats. Smallest individuals preyed mainly upon insect larvae and micro-crustaceans,
whereas larger individuals also fed on molluscs, terrestnal msects and even fish (Fig. 115d).

Nannacara spp. [N. anomala Regan, 1905 and N. aureocephalus Ailgayer, 1983]

We were unable to differentiate the young stages of the two speeies of Nannacara present in
the River Sinnamary and thus grouped them at the genus level.
The smallest Nannacara spp. we eaught was 7.0 mm. At that SL, the laterally eompressed body
is moderately deep, the rotund head is large, the snout is steep, the small mouth is terminal, the
round eyes are large and ail the fins are eomplcted (Fig. ll3e). Small melanophores form four or
five oblique large hands on the lateral surface of the body and one large patch on the dorsal
surface of the head. Large melanophores aggregate as bands on the opercula and seatter the D-,
c- and V- fins. The C- and P-fins possess only tiny melanophores that align along the rays.

Wc caught young Nanllacara spp. in every section of the River Sinnamary (Fig. 116a).
Smallest individuals were caught from January to Oetober (Fig. 116h) Young NUI/Ilumm
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spp. were found in a wide range of habitats, the larger specimens being able to thrive in
poorly oxygenated waters (Fig. 116c). AlI the size classes fed on insect larvae and micro­
crustaceans, and largest individuals also preyed upon terrestrial insects (Fig. 116d).

Crenicichla saxatilis (Linnaeus, 1758)

At 9.0--9.5 mm, the body of C. saxatilis early life stages is moderately elongate, the ovate head
is large, the snout is concave, the mouth is terminal, and the round eyes are large (Fig. 117a).
At that SL, all fins are completed except V- ones. Pigmentation consists of one conspicuous
lateral black band that extends from the eye to the middle of the C-fin and one dorsal series
of patches aligned from the snout to the anterior limit of the D-fin. At 19.0 mm, young
juveniles resemble small adults with the exception of the lateral black band.

We caught young C. saxatilis in every section of the River Sinnamary (Fig. 118a), the
early life stages being observed year-round in our samples (Fig. 118b). Young C. saxatilis
were generally present in a large range of habitats, but the youngest apparently avoided
poorly oxygenated waters (Fig. 118c). Smallest individuals mainly fed on insect larvae,
micro-crustaceans, terrestrial insects and occasionally fish. Largest individuals switch to
larger prey such as terrestrial insects, large crustaceans and fish (Fig. 118d).

Krobia aff. guianensis sp.1 (Regan, 1905)

The smallest K. aff. guianensis spI we caught was 5.0 mm, but we were able to rear young
individuals from fertilised eggs of known parents in the laboratory. One day after hatching,
young K. aff. guianensis sp 1 possessed a very large, yellowish yolk-sac of a length
representing 50 % of SL, a curved incomplete head and unpigmented eyes (Fig. 119a).
Melanophores extended over the lateral surface of the yolk-sac and on the base of anterior
part of the ventral finfold only. The head, mouth, and pigmentation of the eyes developed
slowly during the next 48 hours, but the pigmentation pattern remained the same (Fig. 119 b
and c). At 5.2 mm, the four day-old individuals corresponded to the smallest specimens
caught in nature (Fig. 119d). At that size the yolk-sac is still present but its length represents
only 25 % of SL. The round head is moderately large, the snout is steep, the small mouth
remains slightly inferior and the round eyes are very large. The notochord curves into an S­
shape and the incipient rays of the C-fin start to form. A narrow finfold is still present dorsally
and ventrally. The melanophores on the yolk-sac have coalesced into several anastomosed
lines and one transversal band on the cleithrum. Pigmentation at the base of the ventral
finfold now extend to the ventral surface of the trunk and tail. Melanophores of smaller size
scatter the dorsal surface of the head and trunk. As young K. aff. guianensis sp1 develop, their
body depth increases, the mouth becomes larger and terminal, the rays on the C- and P-fins
develop, when anlagen of the D- and A-fin are evident (Fig. 119 e and f). Pigmentation
pattern consists of small melanophores that form a patch on the dorsal surface of the head and
four, more or less distinct, bands on the lateral surface of the body. The base of the P-fins and
the lateral surface of the remnant of the yolk-sac and the gut are covered by darker
melanophores. From 5.5 mm onwards, the body depth continues to increase, the head remains
large, the terminal mouth now reaches to the anterior limit of the pupil and the rays of the C­
and A-fin develop (Fig. 120a). At 6.5 mm, the V-fins appear and the melanophores extend
over the D- and P-fins and at the base of the A-fin (Fig. 120b). At 10.0 mm, young juveniles
resemble small aduHs (Fig. 120c).
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Fig. 117. Crelliclchla saxatilis a) 9.5 mm lateral and dorsal view, and b) 19.0 mm Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.
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Fig. 118. CrentClcltla saxatilis a) spatial distribution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat
characteristics. and d) relative importance of vanous dietary Items for early life stages <20 mm, young juveniles
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Fig. 119. Krobia aff. guiallellsis spI a) 3 5 mm (1 day old), b) 4.3 mm (2 day old). c) 4.9 mm (3 day old), d) 5.2
mm (4 day old), e) 5 3 mm (5 day old). and f) 5.4 mm (6 day old). Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.

We caught young K. aff. guianensis sp1 in every section of the River Sinnamary (Fig. 121 a),
with smallest individuals present year-round (Fig. 121b). From their youngest stage onwards,
the progeny of K. aff. guianensis spi were present in a wide range of habitats, even
deoxygenated waters (Fig. 12Ic). Smallest individuals fed mainly on of insect larvae and micro­
crustaceans (Fig. 12Id), whereas largest specimens also preyed upon terrestrial insects and fish.

3. Eleotridae

We caught young stages of the two species of eleotrids present in the River Sinnamary (T i t 0

de Mor ais & Lau zan n e 1994).
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Fig. 120. Kmbw aff. guwllellsis spi a) 5.7 mm (9 day old), b) 6.5 mm (15 day old). and c) 10.0 mm (37 day old).
Horizontal bars represent 1 mm.

Eleotris pisonis (Gmelin, 1789) [formerly identified as E. amblyopsis (Cope, 1870)]

The smallest E. pisonis we caught was 7.5 mm. Thus, the early life stages of this species
remain unknown. At that SL, young E. pisonis resemb1e smail adults except that their
cylindrical body is more elongate and they remain almost unplgmented (Fig. 122a). The
ovate head is moderately large, the snout is rounded, the terminal mouth is large and reaches
mid-pupil, the round eyes are large and ail the fins are completed. Pigmentation consists of
a few large melanophores scattered laterally on the head and ventrally on the cleithrum, near
the pelvic fins and at the base of the A-fin. These melanophores highly contrast with the
whitish appearance of the rest of the body. The fins are unpigmented.

Young E. pisonis were caught in the downstream section of the River Sinnamary only
(Fig. 123a). The smallest individuals were caught from January to November (Fig. 123b).
Young E. pisonis were never observed in very poorly oxygenated waters but in hahitats
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where mud, Ieaves and woody debris were present (Fig. 123c). Regardless of size, young
E. pisonis preyed mainly upon insect larvae, micro-crustaceans and terres trial insects
(Fig. 123d).

Dormitator maculatus (Bloch, 1790) [formerly identified as D. macrophtalmus Puyo, 1944]

We caught few young D. maculatus with rotenone (Table 2), the smallest individual being
Il.5 mm. Thus, the early life stages of this species remain unknown. At that SL, the body is
moderately elongate, the ovate head is moderately large, the snout is convex, the terminal
mouth barely reaches to the anterior limit of the eye, the moderate-sized eyes. Ali the fins are
completed (Fig. 122b). Small melanophores are scattered over the dorsal and lateral surfaces
of the head, trunk and tail but are absent ventrally. Sorne of them are larger on the opercu1a, at
the base of the P-fins and on the ventro-Iateral surface of the trunk. Tiny melanophores are
scattered over the two D- and the A-fins and a1ign along the rays of the C-fin.

At identical sizes, the head and body of young E. pisonis are much more slender than
those of young D. maculatus.

Young D. maculatus were caught in the downstream section of the River Sinnamary
(Fig. 124a), but too infrequently to detect any pattern in their temporal occurrence (Fig. 124b).
They were caught in oxygenated waters where mud, Ieaves and woody debris are abundant
(Fig. 124c). Specimens were not caught in sufficient number to study their diet.
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Fig. 122. Eleo/ris plSO/l1S 7.5 mm (a) and Dormi/a/or macula/us 11.5 mm (b). Honzontal bars represent 1 mm
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Fig. 123. Eleo/ris piSO/llS a) spatial dlstnbution (ail individuals), b) temporal occurrence, c) habitat characteristics,
and d) relative importance of varlOUS dletary Items for early hfe stages <15 mm, young juveniles 15 to 20 mm,
and old Juvemles 20 to 25 mm. Habitat and prey codes in Fig. 4
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Conclusions

The young stages of fish presented here correspond to about half of the approximate 130
species of the River Sinnamary listed by T i t 0 de Mor ais & Lau zan n e (1994). The
notable taxa not addressed here belong to the Elopiformes Megalopidae (one species), the
Clupeiformes Clupeidae (one species) and Engraulididae (five species), the Siluriformes
Arridae (one species) and Loricaridae (eight species), the Cyprinodontiformes Belonidae
(one species), and the Perciformes Centropomidae (one species) and Scianidae (one species).
Given the great effort exerted to sample these young fishes, we can confidently conclude that
the progeny of the species that belong to these eight families do not use the tributaries of the
River Sinnamary as nurseries but probably thrive in the main channel of the river and its
associated small flooded areas or in other lentic habitats.

Almost ail the taxa we caught were in an advanced stage of d~velopmentand only early
Iife stages of E. erythrinus (Fig. 18a) or Acestrorhynchus spp. (Fig. 36a) were caught when
they still had a straight notochord. The early life stages of most of the taxa addressed here
thus remain undescribed. More detailed studies on the early ontogeny of the taxa we present
here would require the breeding of adults and rearing of young in captivity. Although this
task is quite easy for cichlids (see the description of the early ontogeny of K. aff. guianensis
sp.l we present here), it would require extensive effort for characids and silurids.

Sorne taxa were not caught often enough and/or in sufficient numbers to allow us to
detect reliably their patterns in temporal occurrence, habitat use, or diet. Similarly, sorne
taxa were only sampled in the downstream and upstream sections but never in the reservoir,
where our sampling effort remained low and limited to the littoral zone at the end of the
rainy season (Table 1). In future studies, sampling effort should be increased both spatially
and temporally in order to determine whether these species reproduce in the reservoir.
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Despite sorne limitations, the work we present here is one of the first that address such
a wide range of neotropical fish taxa. We hope that the descriptions and data we gained on
the young stages of sorne fish species of the River Sinnamary will promote this kind of
approach in different parts of the neotropics.
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