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Many species of rhynchophorine weevils use 
palms as the host for larval development. This is 
the case with Dynamis borassi (Fabr. 1801). Lar- 
vae bore into the palms and after several instars 
develop into adults in about two months (Giblin- 
Davis et al., 1996). These larvae are considered 
to be pests of coconut trees, Cocos nucgera L., on 
which they live in the inflorescence and the stem 
(Wattanapongsiri, 1966; Gerber et al., 1990). 
They cause the death of Syagrus schizophylla 
(Martius) Glassman and S. vagans (Bondar) 
Hawkes (Bondar, 1940; Landeiro, 1941). Dy- 
namis borassi is attracted also by the fruit of As- 
trocaryum standleyanum Bailey (Giblin-Davis et 
al., 1997). 

The present note describes the ocurrence of 
Dynamis borassi on two Amazonian palm 
species, Astrocaryum carnosum Kahn et Millan 
and A. chonta Martius, and provides new infor- 
mation on the biology of the weevil. Previous 
works have shown the high diversity of the insect 
fauna which lives on Astrocaryum species (Cou- 
turier and Kahn, 1989, 1992). Many of these 
palms form dense stands in most forest ecosys- 
tems of Amazonia (Kahn and Granville, 1992). 
They can be considered as an important source 
of potential pests for cultivated palms. 

The genus Dynamis (Curculionidae: Rhyn- 
chophorinae) includes three species, all from the 
Neotropics: D. borassi, D. nitidulus (Guerin, 
1844) and D. peropacus Champion, 1910 (Wib- 
mer and O’Brien, 1986). 

Individuals of D. borassi were observed and 
collected on two species of the palm genus Astro- 
caryum _ _  in __ Peruvcan - Amazonia; the larvae are 

_._ - _ _  

found in the inflorescences and eat the rachillae 
before the opening of the peduncular bract : 

1) On A. carnosum in the Upper Huallaga 
River Valley, San Martin, 20 km from Uchiza 
(8’173, 76’26’W), near the oil palm plantation 
Palmas del Espino S.A., -adult specimens of D. 
borassi were obtained from pupalcells collected 
in damaged inflorescences on November 21, 
1996. Moreover some adults of Bi lh tm (=Para- 
heresia)  rhynchophorae (Blanchard, 1937), 
Diptera, Tachinidae, emerged from one of these 
pupalcells. This parasit of the larvae was found 
previously on two other species of Rhyn- 
chophorinae: Rhinostomus barbirostris (F.) 
(Emden, 1949) and Rliynchophorus palmarum 
(L.) (Bennet & Maharaj, 1969). B. rhyn- 
chophorae is reported herein as a parasite of lar- 
vae of the genus Dynamis. 

2) On Astrocaryum chontu, in the Lower Ucay- 
ali River Valley (4’55’S, 73’40’W) near Jenaro 
Herrera village, only adults of D. borassi were 
collected on October 29, 1986 and August 29, 
1987; empty pupalcells and damage of the larvae 
in an inflorescence were visible on the palm. 

This note confirms Couturier and Kahn’s ob- 
servation (1992) on these palm species. 

The specimens of Dynamis borassi are de- 
posited in the following colIections: Dr. C.W. 
O’Brien, Tallahassee Fl.; Muséum national 
d’Histoire naturelle, Paris: Museo de Entomolo- 
gia de la Universidad Nacional Agraria La Moli- 
na, Lima. 

The specimen of Billaea rhynchophorae are 
deposited in the Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington and in the Museum national d’Histoire 
naturelle, Paris. 
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