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I NVEPJ'J-:E:SSS HIRE .

F ORT , TlOM A' CR4.ISTE.U , _ I RK'l' ON. The name "Torn a ' Chaisteal",

his de s cr ip t i on .

r ec or ded by Val l a ce (P . S .A . S., xx, p. 34 0 ) is no t now known

at Ki r kt on , but t he site wa s i dentified wi t h ou t difriculty from

The knoll in ~uestion st~Dds a bout a ~uar t er

~
of a mi l e just W. of S. of Ki rkton Farm and~ t he end of.. - 7 '-' if-

a promontory betwe en t wo small gl ens on -'I. and NE .j cHM1 is d iv ided

fr om the a djoining gr ound to S. an d SEe by a hol l ow, about 2 5 ft.

deep , at t he h ighe st poi n t or t he saddle be tween t he t wo gl ens .

Th i s h ol low is eVidently a natural one, bu t its sides may have

been steepened artificially f or def en s i v e pur pos e s . The S Ul1ID1i t

or the lcnoll is a v ery suitable site f or a rort, but it wa s t oo

t h i ckl y covered wi th br a cken at t he da t e of visit for any

features to be i dent ified. A few isolat ed stones .wer e , however,

found among t he bracken , and the - . part of t he s 1..IDJJJli t seemed

to be flatt ened if no t actually somewhat dished.

xi. (unnot e d ) • September 13th 1943.
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I:NVERNE SSIiTRE •

~~ISH OF KIRKHI LL.

FORT , KLRKTON. In additon to Tom a ' Chaistea~ (~~)

Wal l a ce (P . S . A.S . , xx, p . 340 ) records ,tor t on ~~ isolated

hi 1 --. of I:il'"'k t on . Th i s is ev i den t Ly n ot Cnoc a ' Chinn.,

on t he s ummit of wh i ch ther e are no remains of any kind.

There is, ho wever, a lower isolated hill between C ~ a '

Chip~ and Inchberry Hi l l , wh i ch would fit Wal l ace ' s de scr ip-

: t i on equally wel l; this could n ot be Visited, and it should

be noted for examina t i on when t he Inventory is w~de .

xi. (unn ot ed ) • September 14th 1943.
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I NVEitNESSSHIRE.

F~~ISE OF KIRKHI LL.

CATRN & I NDETERlvII1't TE REl'Ift_INS, I NC}1:::BE.-RRY HILL. On a shoulder

of Inchberry Hi l l , N. ' . of t he swrr~it and ab out 4 50 yd s . S. W.

of pt . 588, t here is a small cairn built on a rounded outcrop.

It mea sur e s 7 ft. by 4 ft. and is less t ~~n 1 ft. h igh . Abou t

30 yds . S. of the cairn t h er e are traces of wha t seems to have

been a hut partly dug into the hillside, wi t h s tones shewing

along the lip of the excavation. From behind t he stones to

wha t wa s probably the do\v.rrhi l l edge of the s i te measure s 17 ft. ,

seven of wh i ch represent the excavated slope, wh i ch f al l s about

1 ft. 6 in. The transverse measurement is 20 ft. Th i s hollow

might possibly be explained as a superficial Quarryhole, but it

is mor e proba bly a hut. Otherwi s e Inchberry Hi l l seems to be

deficien t in t races of primi t i ve occupa t ion. The 11 t wo circular

but.L otngs '' mentioned in P. S. A. S. , xx, p. 350, no doubt hut 

circles, co uld not b e i dentified .

xi. (unnot ed) . Augus t 15th 1943.
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I~\IERNESSSHIRE .

PARI SH OF KIRKHI LL.

-WlJl.W, ALTNACiL..w ICH. Three mounds are men t ioned i n P.S. A.S .,

xx, p . 350 as ex i s t i ng at ~ Itnacardich, but all t ho s e seen i n

t his vicinity seemed to be natural except the one t hat stands

about 20 yds. N. E. of t he N. E. end of t he hous e. Thi s one

is fla t tened on t he t op , is covered with gr a s s and evidently

contains large stones, but i t ha s suffered so much d i st ur

:ban ce t ha t i ts or ig i na l features are uncerta in . But, if

originally r ound , it mus t h av e measured mor e t han 50 f t . D~

d i amet er, an d i t s till stands 5 ft. h igh on t he down- h i l l

side.

xi. (unno t ed) . Augus t 15th 1943.
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I NV.E..f{NESSSHIRE •

P;L~ ISH OF KIRKRI LL .

CAI RNS, LE1'fi'RAN .
6(-,

No trace c ould be found~nor any local

i nf' or mation obtained ~ regard ing" the c airns hal f a mil e S. of

Lentran Hous e n o ted i n P.S. A.S. , xx , p . 348 .

si te is n ow ei t her a rab l e or t hi cF~Y wooded .

The ir probable

x i. (unno t e d ) . Augus t _15th 1943.
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I NVERNESSS HIRE .

PARISE OF DaR ES.

CAIRN, N. of LOC H ASHIE. Th i s cairn is sit uated on a . low r idge

between the N. corner pf Loch Ashi e and the j unct i on of t he h igh

:wa y and t he by- r oad leading to t he outlet of t he loch. It is

quit e i nconspicuous , b e ing much di l apidat ed and heaVi l y c overed

wi t h heather and mos s . Al l t hat ca n be seen is a p i le of

s quarish blocks of st one mea sur ing about 4 ft . i n d i ame t er by

2 ft . h i gh, wi t h ffi1 isolated st one 8 ft. a way to the S. ' .

But t here is eVidently a good d eal mor e h idd en by t he vegetat ion .

x ix , Augus t 14th 1943.
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I NVERNESSSHIRE .

~~~ISH OF DOR~~.

CAIRNS , ETC., DRUNL~SHIE MOOR. On t he N. E. part of DruwBshie

Moor , V. of t he highway, a nmaber of cairns and some ot her

remai ns wer e observed. a/ Two to three dozen slnall cairns ,

heav ily turfe d over, mos t l y about t he l i p of the plat eaa

(r ep r e sen t ed approxiw3tely by the 750' c on t our) and e xt en di ng

downhill towards the N. v. b/ The wa st ed foundat ions of an

i r regular stone-~~turf dyke, rQDning along t he s l ope bel ow

mos t of the small c air n s . c/ The foundat ions of a rect i -

:linear h lt or enclosure , mea sur ing about 1 2 ft. by 9 ft.,
~

among the smal l cair ns. d/ Two mounds, no doub t ~-cover ed

cairns , at a lower level and f ur t h er to the N. - . than the

others, b ei ng clo se to the edge of the cul t i va ted gr oun d
1i.L

ex tend i ng S. fr oml Dr u.rnashie t1fu od s . The l a r g er mound mea s ure s

37 f t . f rom N. E. t o S. W. by 32 ft. transvers ely and is up

to 3 ft. high. It s summi t has been hollowed out. The

smaller mOQ~d , whi ch is int ac t, lies 50 y ds. N. E. of i t s

n e ighbour' and measures 20 ft. i n d iamet er by 2 ft. i n height.

xix. Augus t 14th 1943 .

tU . 3f!S/"" .
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I l'iVK."R.l"'ESSSHIHE.

DORES Pilli I SH.

DUN. BUAILE CHOlvIBNARD..L-S. of LOCH ASEIE . Exact ly 3/10 m. S.

of the en d of L•. As h i e) on the cres t of a l ow wide swampy ridg e

that r ises and con tinues t o r i s e above the ruin to the S . W.

without ~uite r ea ching the 800 f t. con t our) are the v er y

r uin ous r~aa ins of a c i r c ular drys tone enclosure about 120'

across i nside. The wall now con s i st s of a rick l e of boulders

that has b een roughly pat ched in place s a s i f to prov ide

shel ters for sheep . No trace of the or i g i nal in-ner face

can be det ected wi t h any conf i den ce but s ome foot ings at
J

leas t of the out er fa ce a re v i s ib l e i n place s under lat er

pat chi ng.

x ix. (1 'Suppos ed remai n s of Fort " ) . rs. vi n .cs .
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INVE...~NESSSHIRE •

DORES Pk"R.ISH.

CAIRNS,.ETC'J S. V. of L. ASBIE.
<,

S . S. .'. of the dun i s a 1 i n e of 9

.~.

On the c rest of the same ridge

small ca irns, mostly about

20' in diamet er. But No.6 (f r om the N. ) at the highest point

of the ridge is at least 25' acro ss.No. 9 about 3/10 mile ··mw.

of '¥e s t Town farmhous e i s also about 24 -26 ft. in diamet er.

I t is situated n ear the cen t re of a ring framed by a peat -

covered bank i n terrup t ed by a gap at the ENE and defined

ex t er na l l y by slab s which measures 42' t o 45' in overa_l diamet er.

Thi s ring certainly r esemble s a ty~ical hut-circle and the small

ca irn seems to have' been heaped ~ithin i~ and to be posterior to

• .l..
luS use. _ perfectly di stinct hut -circle mea sur ing 31' overall

i s vis ible on a s t r i p of l eve l ground below the crest of the

ridge E. of cairn 9. The E. flank of the ridge i s traversed

by several very ruinous en cl os ure baulks of stones)the last

namedhut~circle it s elf s t and i ng within an irregularly rectan-

:gular enclosure thus bounded. In ca i r n 2 there are traces

of a built cist .

.. On the nex t r id ge to the NY. and ·CV. of the fort (~
BuaA~-.~) ~

i a r e numer ous smal l cairns 12' - 15' in d iame t er~ ag a lll on the

E. 'f l ank of the r idge but n ear the 800' contour. These seem

to have be en distL~bed and dug • .l..
lnuO.

Further to the NYJ . t her e i s another group of similar

sn~ll cairns on the E. flank of the r~dge that i s fol lowed by

the h igh road ~rom Inverfar igaig to Inver ne s s a s not ed on the

O.s. map.

~~ ' Je_ M~~~~~ f3~~) S·4
L~~'

xix. ("Cairns" ). ,
"

19 . viii.43.

9



I :NVERNESSSHIRE .

DORES P_'ill ISH.

EORT.L.-2AI RN8 . ETC., CAI STEJI..L _L\l~ DU:N"rt IACHA.IDH . Th i s fort

occup i e s an elongated bo s s of conglomera te whi ch ri s e s f r om the

mar shy moorland l y i ng Ni • of Loc h Dun an t - Se i l cha ig and

S·--. of Loch nan Eo i n Ruadha and Lo ch a' Cha in . The major
N t:.. SIAl.

ax is of thi s e~inence rQ~S from to~; i ts SEe s i de

consists of a f or mi dable prec i pice at least 50 f t. h i gh and i ts

mo. side , though le s s Q~if ormly pr e c ipitous, is s teep a~d br oken

up by pat ches of sheer rock- f ace. The def en c e s , which are very

much di l ap idat ed, c o~sis t of an i~~er and an outer r ampar t on

t he ri dge i tself wh i l e a moun d of earth & s t one, wh:ch i t i s

difficult t o r egard otherwi s e than as part of the defensive sy s -

:tem, runs mmed t a t eLy below the base of the r idge on i ts N·· .

side and f ades out t o the 8 1. a~d NE . on r ocky outc r ops. (Th i s

mO ill1d is not shown on t he pl an) . The outer rampart proper

cr osses the S·· . end of t he r idge, wher e ac c e s s is easy, an d i s

here p i er c ed by an en trance Whi ch, t h ough clearly d i s t i ngu i sh-

:abl e, shows no def i n i t e fea tures ot her than the out er cor ner

on the N". side and a l ine of masonry 2 ft . 6 i n . l ong marlcing

the r eturn f ace of the entrance- passa ge. Fr om the ent r ance

the r ampart swings E. and NE. ~ith the c on t ours t o d i e out on

the lip of the pr e c ip i ce at a d i stance of 1 00 ft . On the

other side of the entrance i t s Wi n gs stffiilarly to N. and NE.,

be coming fragmentary toward s the NE. extremi t y of the r idge

wher e aga in i t app ea r s to have en ded on the pr e c ip i tous eas t ern

s i de. The thi cknes s of t h e out er r ampa r t is not measurab l e .

There seem t o h ave been no art i f i c ial defences a l ong the lip

of the pr ec ip i ce, and this and t h e outer rampar t b e tween t he m

enc.cos e an al mond-shaped area mea suri ng 290 ft. f rom NE . to SVo.

by about 145 ft. (max imum) transversely. The i nner rfuupart

en closes part of the s ummi t of the ridge ; i t can be t r a ced
-tke... .e-...L.)~

fr om a point abou t 15 ft. HW. of.{t he lip of t he pre c ipice, 1-
_~:L6'±~ ~/
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- 2 -

~ the SE. section of t he outer rampart"~ to " . , H. and

E. until it di e s out on the side of a rocky b~oll whi ch is the

highest part of the sit e . There is not hing t o sug gest t hat it

ever extended along the SE. side of the SQmffiit, above the

pr ec ipi ce . The outer face of t his wa l l is v i s ib l e here and

t h er e to the extent of one or sometinBs t wo courses, but i t s

thickness is nowhere mea surabl e and n o entrance can b e i dentified

wi t h certainty. Th er e is a wa t er hol e 10 f t . in d i amet er in the

m~ . part of t he enclosure be t ween the outer and i~~er rampar t s .

On t he flat moor land to S. and ~ . of the ridge

on vmi ch the f or t stands t h er e are a number of small cairns.

On the S • there are traces of aD enclosure or hu t mea s ur i ng

36 ft. by 20 ft. and of aDother of smaller siz e . Mor e smal l

cairns can be s een IT". of t he f or t, on the . side of the road

that rQDS ~~ . towards Loch Ash i e .

xxx , .allace T I SS. viiePi25 ( t1 ul an tl h.130 ). .. ;, .IX ~ r Augus t 19th 1943.
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I NVERNESSSHIRE.

II\fV"KRNESS & BONA.-----------
CHAJvIBERED CAIRI(S) , ESSIC H MOOR. On Es s i ch Moor is a wid e r idge

~
ab ove the 700 'i s l oPi ng up gently to ab ov e 750 ' on the S. Jwhen ce

it continues as Druma sh i e Moor but falling away r ather mor e

s teeply to the N. ; it forms the wa t er shed between t he Al l t Mar

( t ha t flows out of L. Ash i e) and the Ne s s . The broad crest is

cut int o several parallel gr avel ly ridges by shallow swampj(

dep r e s s i on s . The whol e area is now covered wi t h heather ~nd

peat and practically treeless. At the N. end of t he easterl~ost

of t he mi nor component ridges are three heaps of nak ed st ones in

line running N. and S. ,separated by t wo rather lower a nd gr a s s 

gr ovVll bu t s till stony tracts 30 ' widet t h e whol e series extending

over a total length of 380 '. No peristalith nor peristaliths

are exposed to define the mon umen t s; gr a s s and hea ther are

encroaching upon the cair n mat erial ; on the other h and cairn

stones ma y have been spread about by indiscriminate plunderers;

finally t he frontier be t veen cairn ma t er i al and virgin soil wh i ch
/\itself is gr avel can not be easily d i s cer n ed .
~

The mon umen t has

eVidently been used as a ~uarry for stones )perhaps f or bu i ld ing

or repairin g Gen . Wa de ' s Inverness-Stratherrick Rd . t hat runs less

t han ~ m. t o the W. Henc e t he formJdimensions and elevation of

the original mon umen t s cannot be def i n ed wi t h any precision.

Wha t t he v i s i t or actually sees are three irregular heaps of n aked

stones, bearing a f ew whi n s arid thorns , wh i ch wi l l be t rea ted for

purposes of de s cr i p t i on as 3 di s t i n c t . cairns.

Q~ the N. ) bar e stones form a 'c ont i nuou s cairn 120 '

long N. and S.}5 7 t Wide just beh ind t he chamber and '50 ' wide 100'

from the N. end, surviving t o a h e ight of some 6' r Oill~d t he

chamber . Near t he N. end are exposed an erect portal s t one

rising 3 ' abo ve t he cairn rraterial, t he we s t side of a passage

9 ' 811 long l eading to a c i s t 6' long x 4 '91l wi de at its appar en t

end. Of the passa ge wa l l 2 slabs on edge respectively 3 '6 11 and

12



- 2 -

4'41/ l on g have been exposed to a he ight of 1'41/ and 2'21/ by

t renching a long the i r out er i . sides. The i nner s i de of a

corre spond ing s l ab 3 1.3 11 long paralle l t o the i nn er mos t on the W.

i s a l so exposed on the E. Th e cis t i tself is mor e fully

cleared though the f loor is cumbered Wi th a l ayer of boulders

of un certain depth. It s sides ar e f or med by two large slabs

on edge almost parall e l but not i n line with the pa s sage sides.

That on t he W. is 6' 1 11 long 1 '1 1/ thi ck and 2'2" high above the

boulder s, i ts E. coun terpar t 5 ' 9" x 10 11 x 3 '11/. The S. end of

the c is t seems to be forrned by a very l ow h eadstone . r.rh i s is

only 2 '2 11 long and so doe s not close the chamber) the S·V. cor ner

b e ing f i l l ed only Wi th boulders. Vi . of the ...• l a t er a l s l a b

is another l a r ge slab leaning aga i n s t it mea suring 6 '71/ x 3 ' 0 1/ X

10 1/ - perhaps a lintel. A rowan tree is growing j us t s out h of

the apparent end of the cis t. 33' S. of the l at ter and a ' ~

of the axis )but at right angles t here t o/t he upper edge of a s l a b

1 '8 11 wi.ce and 51/ thi ck j us t pr o j ec t s t hrough t he cairn mat erial.

Nea r the S·V. corner is a ho l l ow i n wh i ch slabs on edge @ e xposed

among l ar ge boulder s .

The cen tral cairn much ov ergr own with whins seems to) ,
meas ur e 76 ' N. & S . x 4 7 E . & i'f. Near its apparent norther n

marg i n i s a thick hor i z onta l s lab apparently c overing a cavit~

while near the centre s ome slabs on edge are exposed in a ho l e

made by pillagers. At t he SE. c or ner t he c or ner of a megal i thic

cis t part ly demoli shed is ful ly e x posed. The "neao s t on e" on

the V. i s 4 ' 9 1/ l ong , l' t h Lck and r i s e s 3 ' 31/ h igh ab ov e the mo s s -

clad boulder s that l i ne the cist. The S. side is a sla b 2'1011

l ong a t r ight angles to the h eadston e but 1'6 11 lower t hap. it.

The N. side is mi s s i ng)wh i l e t here ma y have b een an en t r ance on

E. equa.TLy l ost.the
0{

The S. cairn) on the high end ~ t he r idge~ i s 124' N.

6. S . X 94' E. & 'V. a cro s s the chamber and perhaps 8' h i gh.

Near l-
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- 3 -

Near the cen tr e the i nner end of a chamber)presumabl y rQ~i~g

N. and S.} i s exposed ; the h eadstone is a solid block 5' &+ee~

&: 1 ' 6 11 thi ck)and r i s i ng 5 ' 6 " above debr i s on the chamber f l oor .

Mak i n g a small angl e wi t h i t s E. end is a ~lall point ed slab

2'1011 X 1'8 " h i gh to it s apex . Beyond thi s, but at a less sharp

angl e with t he h ead s t one ( s t i l l less than a r ight angle) the

s i de is cont inued by a secon d s lab 3'4" l ong and exposed 2'411

....
h igh. In t he cor-n e r- dry s t on e masonry of f lat slabs over sailing

v )

inward s over the E. e dge of the head stone)fill up t h e irregulari-

:ties of the ~~ . s t one and bring the wa l l at t his point up to

he i ght of the s econd wa l l - s l a b
J

but this masonry continues behind

the secon d s lab. The W. side of the chamber and it s entrance on

the S. are ent irely h i dd en i n deb ri s .

This monument - complex might be r egarded as the reli~ins

of three cairns of the Beauly- Nairn-Spey ty~e se t i n line (a s at

Clova) &: r educed to chaos by s tone-robbers . Nev er t h el e s s the

s t r uc t ur e of the chanmer s Wi t h spli t sla bs instead of boulders,

the pr e s ence of a la teral chamber and the si t ua tion on a h igh

moor above the 700' con t our, differentiate' the compl ex sha r pl y

from ~8Y cai rn of that group such as Bal l indarrach and even
..~. Wh i ch stand on t h e sa me water shed. Mr . J ames D•

McCul l och , i n hi s l i t t l e pamphl et ~ ss ich & it s Tradit ions, pub

: l i shed by Munr o , Aber deen , r egards the monument a s one long

cairn. Though i t i s very much longer than any other cairn in

Sc ot l an d aDd i t may s till be a compos i t e mon umen t i t should

perhaps be connec ted With the Clyde or Pen t l and groups r ather

than Wi t h t he Beauly.

xx ("Carn Gl a s".)
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TI0lERNESSSHIRE.

~4RISH OF I~~R~~SS & BONA.

CASTLE HEAT ~iliR . Thi s appea r s t o be the site of a castle ,

but t her e is not hing of interest to be seen except the remains

of a d i t ch .

xi. ("Ear t hwor k s" . ) _ ugus t 1 6 t h 1 943.
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I NV-r.lp..NESSHIRE.

PARISH OF I IirV.t1:.cUIJES S & BONA .

CASTLEHILL HOUSE. Th e earliest parts of t his hous e a r e said

ro da t e from before 1 745, but a dd i t i on s and modern i za t i on s

have d i sgu i s ed any early architectural feat ures.

xii. Aug us t 16th 1943.

#. 3flo/to .
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INVERNESSSHIRE.------- --
PARISH OF IITIJERl'J""ESS & BONA.

Th i s monument stan~s ab ou t 500 yds.

sw. of Torbr e ck , i ts s ite be ing a shelf of aroo l e l an d not ~uit e

200 ft . above sea-level and overl ooking the River Ness, whi ch

flows a long the bottom of the val l ey on the l~ • It consis ts of

eigh t upr ight stones and one fal l en one)d i spos ed, a s sho"m over
.-1'.-

: leaf; on the per iphery of a f igur e approxwmting to a circle

20 ft. i n diame ter. , ae t her- it is to be r egarded as the rema i ns

of a chambered cairn of the Clava type i s doub t f ul ; espec i ally

a s the s t on e s are grad ed i n heigh t fr om a t a l l pair on the SSW.

(B and C) th1~ough others of i n termed i a te h e ight (A and D) to the

lowest (E, G, H & J) on the ~ sec t or , and t h i s i s a f eatur e of an

outer r ing , for which the dimneter of this circle i s too sn~ll,

rather than of a peri s t ali t h or a chamb er. Stone F cannot be

placed D1 the height -serie s with cer t ain t y a s i t ha s fallen out -

:ward s and is part ly cov ered wi t h turf . . The dimensions of all

the s tones are a s fo l l ows i n the ord er height , breadth, thicF~e s s: -

C, 6 f t. by 3 ft. 9 i n . by 2 ft. 9 i n.; B, 5 ft . 3 i n. by 3 ft .

6 in. by 2 f t . 4 in.; D, 4 f t . 6 i n. by 3 ft . 8 i n . by 2 ft. 3 in .;

A, 4 ft . 3 i n. by 3 ft. 3 i n. by 2 ft .; F, orig inally perhaps,

ov er 4 f t . by 3 ft . by an unknovm thi ckne s s; J, 3 ft. 11 i n. by

2 ft . 6 i n . by 1 ft. 9 i n . ; E, 3 ft . 9 i n. by 2 ft. 8 in. by

1 ft . 10 in.; G, 3 ft . 8 i n . by 4 ft . 6 i n. by 2 ft. 11 i n. ;

H, 3 ft . 8 i n . by 2 f t . 6 i n. by 1 ft . 10 i n . • A hollow about

6 f t. i n diame t er by 1 f t . deep has b een dug slightly to the m .

of the apparen t cen t r e of the monument •

.~ . «4" t'U. .

xii. August 19t h 1948.
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INVERNESSSHIRE .

INVERNESS & BOl'L PARISH.
f2R

CHftjv!B~ED C_. IRNt, BALL INDA.J:ilzOCH, stand s i mmedia tely to the E.

of Gener a l ffide' s Road fr om Inverness to Dor e s)betwe en the
orr ~

fa r ms of Ball inda~och & Balnaf ro ig n ear the NE . end of the

broad ridge defined by the 200' c on t our but sligh tly E. of i ts

crest. The remains consis t of a fr ee - stffid ing c ircle of 8

stones (the tall e s t on the SS • mea sur ing 5 ' 8" h igh x 5 ' 3" x

2 '6" and i ts ne Lgh b our- on SSE. 4 '4" x 5 ' 6" x 2 '7") wi th dia-

:meter s of 63' N. & S. x 61 ' E. & -.; a ~er i stal ith of cl ose -

set .s l.ab s on e dge 3 ' to 2 '6" h igh wi th d iame t ers of 30' and

29'; and four s t ones that probably c onsti t uted the basal course

of a chamb er 11 ' i n diame t er. Entrance to the chamb er was ob-

:tain ed through a gap i n the pe r i stal ith a few degre e s W. of S. )

and a pa s sage about 10 '6 " long of whi ch 4 orthostat s s urvive

on each side . The portal s t one i n the ~eri stal ith s t an ds
,,;;4.'

3'411 ' x 2'911 X 1'611
•

The site ha s been plant ed though i t is now clear of

trees. In r emoving the se 5 or 6 s t ones have been r emoved

d.k:I. ~ 'from t he per i stal ith on the NE. and r ep laced out s i de ~ ~~

further W. Prac tically nothing of the cair n i tsel f survives .

'£<' M5~~~ '·3 ' ." , ~ ~~~ ~

.s~ ~/4 ··; UJz.~C~)~( faw s-~

~.

x t.x , (" St on e Circl e") . 19.vi i i.43.
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I 1'fVEPJiESSSHIRE.

On a level field

S. of t he Inverness- Na irn Rd . opposite Cullernie is a st ony

mound about 2 ' high bord er ed by close-set boulder s on edge

rlli~~ing mor e or less ~ffi . andSW. The boulder s )almos t continuous

on - V. but wt t n serious gap s on the S-~. , form i n the fi rs t i ns t an ce

a pear~shaped enclosure about 39' x 33'. But about~~rom
I

the S· . end a secon d set t i n g at f i r s t ;J..~'" wi de and sloYvly c orr-

J "/r?In
: t r ac t ing ) for mq an ex t ens i on br ~~g t _e to t a _ leng t h of the mow~d

up t o 50'. On t he N. 5 ston es s ur v i ve of thi s out er l i n e of

wh i ch t he E:-D'lo s t is the l a r g es t i n the monument"be ing 4 '6 11 Ia. x

4 ' 6 11 W . x 2 ' 9 11 thi ck . Only t hr-ee s t ones surv Lve i n the S.::t line
0 "

and on e pr os t r at e sla b obv i ous ly d i sPlac e~~tthe marg ins of the

mound be t ween the upr ight s boulder s appear thi c_l y packed a s in

a cairn )but the interior is covered wi th ran~ gr a s s i n whi ch

numer ou s l arge blocks are l ying wi t hou t obv i o s or de r. Some of

the se show j umper marks J showi ng t hat they ar e tragmen t s mor e

or less d i spl a ced . Non e a r e now suggestive of a chamberJnor

is t her e any obvious pas sage though the authent i c i ty of some

stones pro t r udi ng through the gr a s s at the E. end is no t beyond

Clue s t i on .

iv. (IISt on e Circle, r emaLns of II . ) 16. v i i i. 43 .
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I NV-:ERN SSSIURE.

~~ISH OF I~IVEm~SS & BONA .

STONE SETTING, LEAC HKIN. This monument s t an ds at ffi~ elevation
(J-

of nearly 700 ft . above sea-l evel , on the spine of~ridge W. of

the County Asyl um. The structure has eviden t l y been gr eatly

d i s t urbed ; but t he re~Bins of a cist are s till reco gniza bl e

i n the E. part (St on e s K to 0) and at the SW. c orner t here i s

a gr ea t pil lar (A) 6 ft. 4 i n . high, 4 f t. 3 in. broad & 2 ft.

11 in. thi ck . Of the s t ones t ha t form the cist , K (2 f t. 11 i n .

h i gh by 2 ft. 6 i n. broad by 1 ft . 1 i n . t h i ck ) ha s eVi dent ly

been badly d i spl a ced , but the r emainder, wh i ch vary from 1 ft.

to 2 ft . 8 i n . i n he ight, 2 f t. to 4 f t . 1 i n . i n breadth and

11 i n. to 1 f t . 6 in. i n thi ckne s s , s ugges t that the cis t may

or i g inally have measur ed about 5 ft . each way and may have had

an en tran ce - p erhaps about 1 ft. 6 i n. broad - on the W. s i de ,

betwe en Stone s K ~ L. Stone J , an upr ight 2 ft. 9 i n . h i gh,

4 ft . 4 i n. br oad & 1 f t . 6 i n. thi ck, l acks any obv ious

funct ion; a s do lik ewi se Stone s C, E , ' & G, whi ch are almost

flush wi t h the ground, & s tones B & H, Wh i ch s eem to be slabs

lying near l y prone & largely covered up Wi t h so:l . stone D,

a slab, is lying free , partly on top of St on e C, and has no

oubt be thro~Yn i n t o i ts pre s ent po s it i on i n more or less recen t

time s.

xi~

(Phot o . by F~ofessor Chi lde . )

(lJ ut on e Ci r c l e" .) Augus t 15 t h 1943.
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INVERNESS SHIRE .

HTVEP.NESS & BONA P_ i:l. ISH.

VITRIF IED FORT. /... Cr a ig Phac1rig is 8..-11 isola t ed p eale of, u-
conglomerate ri s ing t o just under 800 ';~/. f or ms the 1'lli .

ex tr-emt ty or the r idge be t ween the He s s Val l ey and the Beauly

~~irth that is con tinued beyond the~ by the Ui l l of

Ke s s ock . The sides of the p eak are s teep and i n places

pr ec ipitous . The elonga ted summit is def ended by two s t ony

ranlpar t s en tirel y covered with gras s and wh i n s ; the ou t er

on e was st i l l plant ed with t r ee s wh en the si t e was vi s it ed.

The trees on the iru~er rampar t and i n the i n t er i or had been

f el l ed. The inner r illnpar t enclo se s an i rregular r ec t i l i n ear

figure , runn i ng on the SEe dead s t r aigh t for about 250 ' and
~;1.0 '

on the 1'r ·. for _ bu t not qui t e pa r-a Ll.eL since the Wi dt h

at the NE. en d is 90 I f rom cres t to crest a t the S' V. on ly

80'. No vitr if i ed ma s se s ar e now exposed )bu t on the S •

the track a cross the r illnpar t ha s lai d bare two or three stone s

of a bui lt masonry fa ce 20' out side the app arent cres t of

the rampart. No vis ible gap i n terr up t s the rampart .

The outer rronpart i s much more overgrown, I t

cr osses the r i dge 63' f rom the i nner rampart' s cre st at the

NE. end and 73' from it at the SW. end but on the s teep s i des
I

approache s to Within 45' of the i~~er rampar t.

The i n terior of the en clos ure i s s ome 4' below the
tuJ..

rampart cre s t J but is un even" pitt ed with hollows fi l l ed Wi th

n e tt l e s & f erns.

x i.

':tgS.!l ., 1 783 , p:'f.' , T. I.S. S., viii , 90-3.

1 5 . vi ii. 43 .
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TNV"ERNESSSHIi.i.E .

Pl ill.I SH OF I NVL-qNESS & BONA .

ST OYE CI RCLE . CTJLDurrBEL. ri'he s t one circle not ed S"". of

Culduthel Hosp i t a l wa s not s een and nothing wa s knovv-~ ~bout

i t by local residents. )JlY fur ther search made f or it

woul - r equire t he 6 - i nch O. S. map-shee t on the spot .

xii. Augu s t 14th 1943.
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I NVERNESSS HIRE.

PARISH OF I NVERNESS & BON_ •

SCTJ""LFrTJRED ST ONE, DRUMDEVAN. This s t one , which s t ands on

the E. side of the Inv erne s s - Loch Ashie r oa d about 200

yd s . NE. of Drumdevan, h a s be en de s cr ibed but wi thout a

photogr aph (Cf . E.C . 1. , iii , p , 104 ), The s e have now been
p~

secured by~ Ch i 1de. The st one meaSL~e s 6 ft . 7 i n.

i n he ight , 7 f t . in breadth and 1 f t. 3 i n . i n thi ckness •

.~i s of f ace is n early ENE. and WSW.

x i i . Aug u s t 14th 1943 .

a8, 3/(s!6c .
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I NVERNESSSHIRE.

~~ISH OF I~VERNES S & BONA.

yd s . SW. of

the farmyous e ,beyOnd t he small burn,ar e the r ema ins ofa

cairn s i t uated near t he NW. end of a grayel r i dge i n a small

wood . The r emains consist of a ring of 14 free-s t anding

monol i t h s wi t h a d iame t er of just un de r 75 ' N. ~S . x 65' E . -W.~

the l argest st one t o SW. s t anding 8 'gtl x 5' i de x 3 '6 tl t hick "'"-.{

the r e s t r anging up t o 5 ' i n he ight; a peris t alith of c l ose -

se t slabs on end ( some of wh i ch ar e n ow d i spl a ced ) f ormi n g a

r l· ng LL3 ' l ;i S X '-'0' '''' ·11 ..;. .1." -. V;;I .!CJ. - ' . - , ana t he remains of a ch fuuber

wi t h en trance pa s s a ge . A gap i n t he peris t alith r i ng on

the S. 2 ' 4 tl wide fl anked by upright , mea s ur ing r e spe c t i vely

3 '10 " x 5 ' 311 X 2'4 tl (W. ) an d 3' 3 tl X 5 I 2 tl X 2' 6 tl (on E.),

g i v e a c c e s s t o a pa s s age of -s imi l a r wi d t h and 13' l ong f l anked

by 4 pa irs of upr ight s . Beyond t his po in t onl y 3 or 4 l ar ge

blocks , not appa r ent ly in position , ar e e xp osed . The sur-

:fa c e inside t he peris talit h ring is certain l y st ony but is

gr a s s -gr ovm and pl an t ed wi t h f i r s .

x i i. (" s t on e Circl e s ll
. ) 16 . vi i i.43 .
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I NVERNESSSHL,{E.

KILTARLITY ~~ISH .

en, --BERED CAIR N, TOMNACROSS . Th i s cairn s t ands a Quart er

of a mi l e NE . of 'I'omnacr-os s Chur ch, bet ween the left bank

of the Bel l adr um Burn and t he r oa d de s cend i ng fr om Gl en

C~ t o jo in the Inverne s s-Beauly r oa d a mi l e SE . of

Lovat Bridge . It is now r educed t o f i ve upr i ght st on e s ,
,~.

di sposed a s shown below, and p er haps r epr e sent ing t he ch amber

of a cair n of Cl ava type . Int ernal cross- measuremen ts vary

f rom 8 f t . t o 9 ft., the monument possessing no wel l - def i n ed

ma j or axis. The d imen s i on s of t he st ones a r e as f ol lows:

in t he order he ight , br ead th , t hickness , t he heigh t be ing

mea sur ed on t he i n_Yler side i n ev ery case :- A , 3 f t. 6 i n.

by 4 ft. 4 i n. by 1 .D "
1. lJ • 6 i n . ; 2 f t. 7 in . by 3 ft . 6 i n.

by 1 f t . 1 i n. ; C, 3 ft. by 4 ft . by 1 f t. 1 in . ; EJ 3 f t .

9 in. by 3 f t. by 1 f t . 4 i n. stone B. mea sure s 3 i n . mor e

on it s out er si de t haYl fr om the apparent fl oor of the chamber.

x . (" s t on e Ci r cl e .") Augus t 18 t h 1943.
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TNVERm;S SSHIRE.

KI~""TARLITY & CONVINTH PARISH.

VI TRIFIED FONT, DUN FHIONN~ l ies i n Ru t t l e ood , Ei leanaiga s ,

abou t i m. N. of Ei l eana iga s Fa l l s )on t he right b~~ of t he

Beauly R. on a crag overhang ing a bend of the river on S. &

• and partiall y isolated on the N. by a prec i pi t ous gul l y .

The whol e site is d ensely wooded an d cumbered wit h a thick

un dergrowth of bracken, ferns and net tles. On t he E. a

gr a s s -gr own bank is clearly v i s ib l e r urilling f airly straight

for per haps 200'Jthough i nterrup ted ab out midway by a wi de

gap occupi ed by luxuriant ne t tles. Near the N. end one

large block of v itr i f i ed s t one s was exposed. At t he N. end

i t seems t o turn to the • and is then a lmost at on ce i nter-

: rup t ed by anot her narrow gap t hat is opposite a saddle t hat

un it e s the crag to t he ma i n mass of h i l l cubninating i n

Torr Hor . Beyond t his gap the l:ne of t his ? r ampart is

continue d by a ridge , precipit ous to the E. , dovvnhi l l to

the br i nk of the r iver gorge. At the S . end t oo the r ampart

seems t o b end shar p l y but cann ot be f ollowed out to the gorge.

Clo s e t o thi s c orner C~D be seen the gap l ef t by the t renches

dug by Lord Lova t a bout 1825 tr~ough bo th the E. and S.

r ampar t s. Bi t s of vitrif ied mat er i a l and wBny s tones t hat

have been expos ed to heat are visible in the spoil heaps t hen

thrown up.

the gor ge .

Th er e is n o tr ace of a wall along t he br i nk of

Owi ng to the dens i ty of the vege t ation and di s-

:turbance by plan t i ng ~Dd excavation i t is impossible at
pre sent to det ermi n e t he size ~Dd shape of t he wor k .

x. T.I. S.S. , iii, 13 9; viii , 103 & plan (Wa l l a ce ) . 2l .vi i i .43 .-

M, 2./i /6c?

26



I NV&."J:mESSSHlRE.

KINTARLITY & CONVIJIJ'.rH P_4..RISH.

EARTH-VORK, EASTE.."R ESKA.DALE - OOD, KINERRAS. In the wood ~ m.

IV. of ~ : inerra s -Far-m and just below t he road along the ridge f rom

Auldf ear n to Cruive is a ban{ of earth mixed wi t h a f ew stone s

about 2 ' forming t he per ipher y of a circle 25 0 to 300 i n d i ame t er

interrupt ed by·a gap some 4 ' wi de on the vVNW. The area en cl os ed

i s on the steep slope between the 800' and 750' contours and very

uneven . Th e centre is said to be " s t ony" ( ? a ca i r n ) bu t thi s

f eature could not be detect ed owing to t he closeness of t he

tr ee s and t he t h i ck carpet of nee dle s and mos s . ~r . Ma cdona l d ,

wh o has known the r e gion for 86 years/ says that before plan

:tat ion the slope wa s uncult ivat ed and the circle very d i s t i nc t .

It doe s not agree wi th the de s cription g i ven ·by --al l a ce i n

T.I. S.S . iii, p . 145.
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I NVERNESSSHIRE.

KII AHLI TY 2: CONVINTH P_iL"RISH.

~STLE SPTI~IE,occupies t he sLunmi t of a small high p eak on the
1Zi-

Ai I'd fla teau over l ook i ng the source s of the ~ bur n s t hat

fl oy.... out t hrough a common go rge near IIi l i f i a ch and midway

between Crockanord f arm and DUn Mol" . I t thus commands a wide

v i ew over t he Bea uly Fi r t h a s wel l a s a long t he ridge ov er
MtS'Y"

Dun - t (q . v , ) J but )i t self' r;; not} v i s i bl e f'r om t he . foot of' the

ridge being hidden by a lower knoll between the t wo burns .

The s ummit is a crag /precipitous on al l sides but clad i n

pa t che s Wi th heat her and small f i r s . The s ummi t i s g i r t

wi t h a dr~tone rampar t f orming a sm~ll d~ with an overall

d i ame t e of s ome 62' . '"/her e t he rampar t r e st ed on naked

s teeply~sloping rock;part i cularl y on the south Jmuch has s l ipped

dovv.rrhi l l but on the W. N. and ! . E. a great pile of s t ones ,
1

v i s ib l e f rom a f ar /is pr e s erved and s ome str ips of out er f a ce

have been exposed by casual excava tion. These all l ie on

t h e c irc~Ierence of a circle of radius 31', but on the S.,

be tween t wo pro ject ing bo ss e s of' naked ro ck }some s t one s t hat

look like footing s of t h e ot her f a ce s eem to l :e i n a s t rai ~L

i ne for s ome 16' - t h e statu s of t h e se i s ho:...e i er def i n i t e l y

un ;:; er t a in .

(1' 0 the S·. t her e is an ent r ance pa s sage t .hr ough t he

wa l l 12 ' long 6 ' Wide at the mouth but contract ing af t er 3'

t o 3'6 1l
• . rrhe N. face is wel l preserved but on t he S. t he

pas sage wal l seems to have been repa ired an d perhaps augment ed

recent ly. Acce s s t o t he en t r ance i s obtained up a narrow

fis sure i n t h e rock opening to rr . J the mouth of whi ch may have

been narr owed by an outwork .

The i ml er f a ce is expo s ed only at t h e r et urn of ~

pas sage. rnh e i n terior seems rr~ inly occup i ed by rock bo s s e s

c overed with thin heather and f i r t r ee s and 6 or mor e f eet

h i gher thffil the expose outer face of the r ampar t .

T.--I.S .S. iii .)135 ( ,a l l ace)
x (t'For t ll

)

16 . v i i i. 43 .

alt· ~ /1/6D.
T. D. "ful l ace g i v e s the ext ernal di ame t er a s 63' ~ and wa l l
thi ckne s s a s 14' & s o i n ter nal d i ame t er 36 ' . He suggests
c omparison With br ock s but a dmi t s apparen t absence of di s -
:t inc t ive fea tures. I agree Wi th h im. ~

r :TQ (2) (4 ..l 3 . l\ ~
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Il'iTVERlm SSSRlRE .
L

KI }1"TARLITY 8: CO:Nv I NTH PARISH.

QR~vffiERED CAIRN~ BRUL~CH, AULDFK~N, Immedi a tely t o t he S. of

road f r om Ki Lt a r l i t y Br i dge t o Aul df ear n ) and 400 yd. V. of

P. O. at ~on level low-lying l~~d between 2 burns) ar e

r ema i n s of a free-standing circle n ow consisting of 14 orthos tats

wi t h a d i ame t er of about 70' and wi t h i n i t t he peris t ali th of a

chambered cairn 45' in d i ame t er . Th e site ha s been planted

wi t h trees and, perhaps later , t he cairn has been entireiliy removed,

and a round pond dug i n its site. As a result t he i~~er f aces

af t he uer i s tal i th stones alone are exuosed as they wer e u sed as- - )

a kerb to t he pond / t he exteriors be i ng bur i ed in mud a~d gr a s s .

There seem to be stones mi ss i ng in t he outer circle on HE . an d

NV.J on e is included in a f i eld dyke, wh i l e some to ENE . may have

been d i spl a c ed by a tree. The largest stone in this ring

mea s ur e s 3'1011 h . x 3'6 11 W. X 2'6" thick and stands SSW. of t he

centre ; the remainder a r e rather small. The per i s t a l ith seeillS

almos t continuous ,though many slabs on the SEe and N. are par t ly

hidden in gr a s s and mud that has slipped into the pond. A

Lar-ge stone (on t h e S' . ) in this ring stands 2 '4 11 high and is

4 '6 11 wide; others a r e narrow but probably all at least 2' h igh .

On t he top on one stone i n the SW. ~uadrant are 6 di s t i n c t cup-

mar k s ; 5 cup -marks may be seen in an e~ually un usual position

on a s tone in the NW. ~uadr~~t of the peristalith.

x C1Stone Circle ll
) . P.S. A..§.. ,xvi (1882 ), 326 . 18.viii.43.

£5. 2.111"·
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SN~L CAL~NS~EFIELD.9ather less t~2n *m. SSW. of

Byr ef ield cottages (wh i ch stand on an isolated outcrop knoll )

a low gr avel - cov er ed ridge be gins to rise f r om swampy gr ound

a bove t he 700 ' contour) be i ng separated fr om the mai n mass of

Torr hor (1007 ') on the Z. by t he valley of the Al I t Coi r e

an t'Seilach. Al ong the crest and flanks of t his r idge,

especially wher e br a cken beg i n s to mi ngl e wi th t he heathe~

are scattered some 50 small cairns ranging in d iamet ers

from 14' to 25'. Al l are partially overgrown but some

clearly rest upon ridges of outcrop.

found exposed in any exronined.

No structures wer e

T.I.S.S . .1 iii. p. 142 ( ? Ca i pl i ch gr oup) . 18. viii. 43 .

x &. xviii. (Byr ef i eld on X; "Ca i r n s" on xviii ).
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IIr-VERNESSSHIRE .

KIIf.L RLITY & CONVIIfEH Pi'RISH.

MOTTE~TONrnACROSS . In the churchyar d close to the church

is a grass~covered mound of earth 9' highJabout 65 ' in

d i ame t er , and not more t han 40' across its flat top .

The side s of the mound appear to have been scar ped and a

wall dug.

x (I1Tom na Croise ige" . ) August 18th 1943 .
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I NVERNESSSHIRE .

KIlif.L'A._~LITY & CONVINTH. P_,tiU SH.

CAIRN lSITE_OP~BOBLAllfY. a llacetr. I.S.S., iii, 144)

de s cr i bes a cairn 33 ' i n diamet er sUl~rounded 6' out by a

circle of s t ones Bt' to 3 ' high *of a mi l e N. of Bobl a iny .

Precisely at this d i s t anc e on the E. s i de of the road from

Auldf ear nJr a t h er below the { r e s t of the r i dg e and the 500'

contour and just beyond the en d of cultivat ed fields)is a

gr as s ~grovm stony pa tch of gr oun d no w rather swampy . The

farmer a &nit s that there wa s here a c ircular hollow

surrounded with large s t one s . The se he s ays he thr ew

into t he hollow and bur i ed t h em in e ar t hIes t hor s es

should i n j ur e t hemselve s i n it. Hen ce neither c ircle",

ca irn nor even holloware no w vi s ible.

x (Unnot ed ) . 21. viii. 43 .
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I l'lv ERNESSSHIRE.------ - - --
KnfL~ LI TY & COI~vIN.rH PARI SH

ST_-mnm STONE , t1 C}L~ 'S ST ONE tI
• BUHT_L1_IL.!., stands on the c re s t

of a r i dge N. of the st ead ing about 780' abov e O. D. I t

n ow proj ec t s above rather t han s t anding on a gr a s s -gr own

cairn appar ent ly composed of small s t ones . Above t his t he

s t one rises 3 '4 11 8...11.d it measure s 1 ' 11 11 x 1 ' 4 11 round t h e base.
)

xxvi i i. (" Char ' s st one" . ) 16. 1x. 43.
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INVERl'i""ESS SHIRE.

KI Fi'_ ....'{L I TY & CON\TIlfi'H P)·.R ISH.

On the rathe r mar shy moor l an d between

Upperton and Bunt a il)N. of the r oa d b etwe en the farms)are 3

hut c ircle s a s well a s numerou s smal l cairns. The l a n d slopes

v ery gently t o SW. and is r a t her boggy. On the other side

of the r oa d a r e cult iva ted fields and r uins of o ld steading~

an d f i e ld wall s ex ten d a c ros s i t onto what is now heather-

cla d moor . The circles a~e de f ined by the u sual h eather -

cla d b anks i n whi ch l a r ge s t ones c an b e f el t) i n t err up ted by

gaps 6' wide on the ESE . Two measur'33 '~ from c res t to

c res t wh i l e the third i s 37' x 33' .

xxvii i. (Unno t ed ) • 1 6 . i x. 4 3 .
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INVRR~""ESSSHIRE.

rI N'i'ARLI TY & COIlJvINrEH PP...RISH.

VITRIFI ED FORTL-DUN MOg occup i es ~D isola ted rocky peak form~ng

the northern extremity of Phoineas Hi ll, it self t he westernu10st

ridge of t he Ai r d plat eau , and so commands a super b v i ew ov er

the l ower Beauly val l ey . The peak is formed of i rregular

bos s e s of rock prec ipitou s on N. and • but rising mor e gen t l y

and by s t ages on the S. The summit)sa ve wh er e i t cons ist s

of bare prec ipitous cr agsJis g i r t wi th a gr a s s -gr own rampart

a ccommoda t ed to the rock bo sse s but t ending to be rectil inear

on the S .• It encloses an irregular area measur ing 18 0 ' NE . - SiV.

x 95 ' N- - SE. The footings at l ea st of a bu ilt outer fa ce

wer e d i s cov er ed by a l i tt le trowel ing on the brink of the s t eep

s l ope on t __e NE . } and between t wo prec ip i t ous rock out crops

that for m the NW. bast ion . On the SW. ,near the br ink of the

declivitYJone l arge an d perfect ly charact er i st i c vitr ified

ma s s i s exposed. On t he S. t here is a gap s uggestive of an

en t r ance. The i n terior is covered wi t h n ett le s , the soi l i n

rabb i t - s crape s be ing very black , but is f ar from l evel. On

the SW. ) S. of the v i t r if i ed ma s s }her e is a ho l low fil l ed Wi t h

very t a l l nettl e s a t the foot of a small cl iff. Out side the

rampart on the f irst · t errace to the S . there i s a pat ch of

r eed s that l ooks like a spring t hough dry when v i s it ed.

Wal l ace g i ve s lengt h a s 205' and wid t h as 90'.

He r ecogni z e s fort if i cat ions a lso on the lower platforms of the

h ill whi ch we fa iled to ob s erve . 1 91 2-18 ,

No. 96 h e g i ves a reasonably good plan of the work.

-1 m IS S . . ., 1 . • • .} II J.., 138 ( allace ) ;vi ii, 95 - 7.r-
It. . v i i i . 43.
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INVERNESSSHIRE.

I\ ~Ol.TND -j-BALl-ABREK On tLe br i n f Ba Ln a r ex Ei _ imrnediat ely
- --- ---- J

above and SEe of Ea s t er C ~aggach ?ar m and just on the edge of

the ¥ood ,is a conspicuous mound mea sill~ ing about 106' NE . -SW. x

85' NW. -SE. and r is ing s ome 20' above the f i eld on the mv. at

l east 10 ' above uncult iva t ed land on the SEe The mound is

en t i rel y cover ed wi th gra s s, n o lar ge s t ones protruding, but

seems to be st ony . I t s t an ds on the edge of a WOOd) but ha s

not it self been plant ed but occupie s a rectangular enclosure

bo und ed by di lapidat ed mo s sgro~1 dyke s that i mpinge on t he foot

of t he mound on NE., NW. & SW. bu t run about 1 5' from it on SEe

The mo und may be nat ural .

xi. (unno t ed ) • 1 5 . v i ii. 4 3.

· ~alla c e.J T . I. S . S . J i i i , 143 , g ive s "d i amet er-" a s 94' and he ight

a s 1 5' .
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IIiJ1lE..l:nmSSSHL-qE.

On the 'N.sl ope of the Cnoc naBLAR NPJvl "'EI NNE .CAIR.::.;N;.;::S'-J,'--_......:==~=:::......:=-===

Moi n e plateau i mmediately above the r oa d f rom Ki r k t on Mu i r

to Altnacard i ch ar e numerous small cairns i n a very dens e

l ar ch"wood. Most seem to l ie along the 700' c on t our where

the slope i s v ery steep , though ther e i s a fa irly l evel

shoLu der a l ittle furt her down. Mos t seem to have been

dug into and the s t ones s~read about,whi le mos s and peat

a re encroaching. St i ll the dironet er s may be between 12'

and 20' . No s t r uct ures are e xposed in tho s e vis it ed but

owi ng to the dens i ty of t he trees the heavy und er growth and

the i nc onspicuous nature of t he monument s oml y a doz en were

ac t ually seen .

x i. /- Wa l l a c e, T . 1. S. il.. , iii , 1 5 . v ii i.43.

to .
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INVEPJIJ~SSSHIRE .

KILTARLITY PpRTSH.

This monument stands imnediat ely

l~. of the croft known as No . l~ Culburnie, between the house

and the by-road that run s between the Hughton-Ault earn and

the Hugh t on-K i l mor a ck roads.

The above plan is i n ten de d to accompany the account

wr i t t en by Pr ofes s or Childe. The dott ed portions of the

outlines of the chillaber and per i s tal ith are con j ec t ura l , a s

are al so t he exac t shapes and dimens ions of stone s 1, 7 and 8,

wh i ch were covered with i vy when the monillnent was surveyed.
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- NVERl'J-:ESSSHlRE 0

KIl'fflillL I TY & CONVINTH Pll..RISH.

CHAJ:IBERED C__IR.:!it CULBURNIE 0 In the yard i n fron t of croft

No . 19)immedia t elY S. of t he by- roa d j oining the Hugh ton 

_ul t earn and t he Eught on- Ki lmor a ck roads,st~~d the remains

of a chfu~bered cairn surro~~ded by a r:ng of f ree - s tand i ng

monoliths. Th e S··. port ion of t he cairn's peristali th and

two of the upr igh t s i n the out er ring a r e a c t ua l l y included

in the garden of the croft and covered wi th ivy. The rest,

outside the ga r den , is overgr own wi t h wh i n s and i vy and cumbered

wi th a few trees. 8 s t on e s survive in the outer ring) which

has a d iame t er of about 70 ' 1- . -SE. by a bout 66 ' NE . - SW. Th e
~largest stone, SSW. of the centre , is 5' .. and s ome 3 '6" wide .

The r e s t, reading clockwise f rom thi s point , mea Sl~e r e spect ively

(1) ? 4 '~tWSWo) ; (2) .4'3" x 4'0" x 2'6" (" 1JYv);(3) 3 '4" x 3 ' 6"

x 2'3" (NNW.) j(4) 4';t'~ecentlY split on N.); (5) 3 ' x 2 ' X

2" (on ~""E . ) ; (6) 4' x 2 '6 " X 1'3" (ESE.) and (7) 4 '411 x 3 ' 6" x

1 '9" (SSE 0 ) • The cairn is bound ed by an apparen tly continuous

peristalith of slabs on e dge , wi t h an expos ed height of 2' to 2' 6 ~

sloping inwards ; and on the E. t hese still support 3 or 4

courses of masonry built wi t h an inward batter of about 1 in 5

standing t o a total height of 4 ' t o 4'6". The d iame t er s would ·
--.

be about 44 NW. - S E . X 42' l'J""E . -SWOJ and the total he igh t of t he
~

cairn mu s t be·be tween 5 ' and 6 '6" though gr a s s , bushe s and i vy

growing on t he cairn make any estimates unreliable. (A gr a s s _

gr own wa l l or bank of s tones ab ut s against the per i s t a l i th on the

17 ' X 16 ' in d i ame t er are exposed , now full of rubbish an d wh i n s

mor e recent field-boundary t he possibili ty of comparison wi th t he

" caus eways" at Balnuar i n @ Cl ava No . 2 must be bor n e in mind ).

ithin the cairn the re~Bins of an oval chamber some

. and though it looks qui t e like t he r emai n s of aE.

and earth perhaps I ' deep . It is formed of a basal course of

close-set slabs on ed ge some 2 ' Wide ~~d emer ging 2 ' high

apparen t l y/
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con t i nuous a l l round; they s uppor t cours e s of s l abs so that

the chamb er wall s are f ully 3' h igh above the earth on the f loor.

At t his he ight there is only fain t evidence for an inwar d ov er -

:sail ing of t he wal l s . Af t er t he celebra ted Clava cair ns thi s

i s perhaps the be st-pres erved monument of type i n the d i s t r i c t .

-----?
17. v i i i. 43 •P . S. A . ~,xvi , 316 .x C's t on e Circl e ll

) .

There ar e cup mark8' on the tall monol ith* No . 8 now ent i rely

hidden by ivy and on three s t ones i n the peristalith.
)
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Il\f\l "" NESSSHIRE .-----

KI NfiffiL I TY & CONVI NTH PiffiIS H.

HUT CIRCLES A.N]) SMp·..LL CAIRHS,BL.AI RMORE. On the .c r-e at of

the r idge t hat runs N~ . towards Bla i r.mor e} lOOO yd s . or mor e

SW. of that steading, but only about 500 yds. ESE. of ? anbl a i r,

t here is a l arge cemet er y of small cairns. The maj or group

is concentrat ed along the crest of the ridge and its my.
flank that slopes down to the Belladruin Burn '~& and t he road

.~ Al s o called Al I t Dear g .

from Druwna ~ r o chi t be tween the 700' and the 800' cont ours.

Th e cairns mea sure up to 20 ' x 18 ' . _~long them is a very

ill- defined hut~circle Wi t h a d i ame t er of 30 ' fr om crest t o

cr e st. There is a smal l er gr oup of cairns nearer Bla i rmore

and rather on the E. flank, where there is a gen t l e slope down

to a tributary burn.

xviii. (Unnot ed) . T. I.S.S.} iii , pp. 142, 144 . 18.ix.43 .

41



I C v""EPJ'iliS SSHIRE.

KI Nrl'ARL I TY & CmTVINl'H PARISH.

HUT CIRCLES , ENCL OSURES TTGHNABRUA I CH.

On t he broad flat crest of t he ridge between Ar d i nd r a i n ffi1d

Ar dbl a i r, on the opposite side of Gl en Convinth from the Blair

:more group,:s a very numerous assemblage of small cairns.

They are strung out for over t m. on the level swampy moor l and

outside (E. of ) the big wood and on the slope SE~ward towar ds

Al I t Dearg just a bout t he 800 ' contour. Among t he cairns,

besides t he usual irregUlarly circular heaps of stones 12 - 15

i n diameter and covered wi th gr a s s or heather)are nwnerous

elongated but rather Mliorphous piles, a t ypical spec~llen

mea sur i ng 27' x 12'.

In t he s ame area are at least three t ~pical and very

regular hut-circles that measure (b eg i nn i ng on the ~m .) 45',

37' & 24 ' respectively from crest to crest. I n a dd i t Lon the

ridge top is travered by various old stone and turf dyke s now

very low and always d i s t i nc t l y sinuous. (They are i n f act

generally lower and nar r ower t han t he banks def ll1i n g hut

circles). They seem to bound irregular fields of various

shapes and sizes. In the corners of some fields are subsidiary

enclosLIT'es rather like large but incomplete hut-circles. Among

the fields d ef in~d by such low banks on the slope are subrec-

:tangular l 7Dcheted plots. One suchJ defined on t he NW. uphill

en d only by a very shallow negative lynchet, mea s ure s 58' dO\¥n

t o t h e stony bank that marks its limit down/hi l l }wh er e it is

31' wide. 32 ' from its upper en d the plo t is d i v ided by a very

low lynchet wh er e t he wh ol e plot is 33' wide . The plot is

limited by very low lateral banks t hat gr ow rather more pro-

:mi n en t dovrrv h i l l . At the junction of t wo of t he old fiel d-

banks is a tiny hut circle or a small cairn excavated at t he

centre.

ani
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On a sl~ry survey of t he area no sign ificant

relation bet ween II small ca i.r-na" and plots could be de t e c t ed,)

but the whol e c omplex might r epay an accurate survey by an

adequa t e ly e qui pped expert. It probably exten ds into the wood .

Th er e s ome ll smal l cairns" can still be seen but it is t o be

feared tha t plantin g wi l l have de s t r oy ed all t he less i mposing

Eemains and t he felling of the timber a c t ual ly in progress i n

Sep t ember 1943 wi l l probably complete their obliteration.

xvii1. (IlCa i r n s ll .) 18.ix. 43.
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Il'TV'RN3SSSHIRE.

CAIRN, BELL...tillRUM. A qua r ter of' a mile ' t . of' Bel l adr uM a

branch-road from Aul t ear n joins t he road rillL~ing N. f'r om Gl en

Convinth. Two hillldr ed yards N. of' this junction, wi t h i n a strip

of' wood, there ar e the remains of a cairn, t he actual site being

a very br oad terrace whi ch 's t ands about 10 ft. higher th~~ the

arable l and on the W. and f'alls steeply on the E. to Bel ladr u in

:mates to a circle with a di ffiue t er of about 41 ft., an- resembling

Burn. The remains consist of t wenty stones disposed, asshovm

sketch-plan, on the periphery of a figure wh i ch approxi-

part of the peristalith of' a cha~bered cairn of' the Clava type.

The stones against wh i ch their serial nmabers are entered on the

plan wer e placed by t r i angul a t i on , t he o thers be i ng inserted

d i agr ammat i ca l l y i n their approximate positions. I t wi l l be

noted that t he ring is interrupted for some 27 ft. on the N. & NW.

and f'or some 15 f't. on t h e NE . ; that t here is a gap between stones

8 an d 9, in wh i ch however there are t h e ren~ins of a riven stump

(i-) ; and that stones 1 7 and 18 are widel y spaced , Stone 1 7

moreover having fallen. The following dimen s i on s) g i ven in t he

order h e i g__t, bread th, thickness, are t ypical :- stone 1 , 2 ft.

by 3 ft. by 2 ft.6 " ; Stone 5, 1 ft. 9 'in. by 3 ft. by 2 ft. ;

Stone 9, 3 ft. by 4 ft. 4 in. by 3 ft.; Stone 12, 1 ft. 9 in.

by 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft.; stone 16 , 1 ft. 3 in. by 1 ft. 8 in. by

1 ft. 6 in. ; Stone 20, 1 ~.l- 3 in. by 2 ft. 6 in. by 1 ft. 1 i n .•.I. 1.J •

The total height of the fallen stone (17) , measurable oWing to

t he exposure of its base, is 3 ft. 4 in. Al l the stones are more

or less thickly covered wi t h moss, an d consequently nothing can be

said about cup-markings . Small rounded boulders, t ypical cairn-

ma t er i a l , appear plentifully through the moss t hat covers the

surface of the interior. No traces can be seen of any chmnber,

passage or outer ring of uprights.

x (" St on e Circle ll
. ) Augus t 21st 1943.
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I N"I/ER.CESSS HIRE.

KI NTP..RL I TY c: C01NINEH FP..RISH.

FORT__.::...l. STRlJ¥' BRIDGE , ERCBLESS }- stands at the SW. end of a low

ridge below but parallel to the main ridge of Co i l l e hIDor )

nearly 5 00' above O. D. 700 yds. WNW. of Er chle s s Castle and

about the sa~e d i s t an ce liNE . of struy Br idge . The ridge falls

very steeply t o the Bea ul y valley on t he S. & r ather less

steeply to Strath Farrar on the SW.Jbut rises only a lit tle

above a mar shy t errace on the other side s. Its summttis

occupied by a dr~tone drin. Its wa l l s are very d i l ap i da t ed

and t he interior is full of large stone s and bracken 6' high ~

bu t c on s ,_'der a bl e ~tr'_'p~ of ~he ou~e~ ~ace ~tandin~ expo~ed l'n- - - lJ lJ - - J """ - 5 _ ~ -

places to height of 4'1 are exposed on t h e N. Th e s e fall near

the per i phery of a circle j u s t un der 60' i n d iame t er . A

shorter segment of inner face could be de t e c t ed stan ding at

least 5' high ,the wa l l at the level of the present top beins

9 ' 91l thick. The en t r ance lay to the NE . ) t h e northern ch eek

being traceable through t he whol e thiclcness of the wa l l .

It is concave/ the height of the arc be ing gll. The other wa l l

could not be s een . An outwork rQDS along the e dge of the

ridge crest 16' out side the entrance. I t s t a r ts from t he

edge of a preciPitousB on the E . and d i sapp ear s in tree

s t ump s and h i gh heather on the ''I .

ix. 15.ix.45.
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I NVERNESSSEIRE.

=====-=.P::..:_-ll=.:;"R I SH.

FORT, STRUY,occup i e s t he summi t of a c r ag t ha t t owers 60 '-70 '

above 'the S truy-CaP~ich roa d and the h a ugh-lands al ong t he

Glas s i mmediately beh ind Struy Beag Cot tage . The crag is sheer

prec ipi ce n early 100' high on S. & E. bu t slopes mor e gently t o

t he NE . and rises steeply only a bou t 25 ' from a colon t he NW.
a..

The s ummit seems to have been surrounded by~s t one- fac e d ra~mpart

tha t left out the SW. corner of the s ummit. Foo t i n gs of the

ou t er face ar e pr e s er v ed along t he NE . endJand a few on the br i~~

of t he cliff on t he Eo)but elsewhere the r ampart is n ow repre

: s ent ed only by a gra s s ~gr own bank t hat seems to consis t l a r gely

of earth. No iILDer f ace is e xposed anywhere. The dU-D t hus

def i n ed appears as an ovoid encl osure mea sur i lg overall some

47 ' NE . - SW. x 38 ~~V . -SE . The enclosed area is uneven since

t he rock slopes downward s N'Y. f rom t he edge of the E. cliff.

xvii.

_ r

15.ix. 43 .
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I N'iJE RI'l"ESSSHIRE.

KILMORACH PARISH.

FORT. L..4.RACH T 1GB NAM F IOl\Jl.if, TOMICH. The site t hus port en -

:tou sly named lies a t t he E. en d of t he ridge that d iv ide s the

val ley of t he Affr i c R. from tha t of i ts t ribut ry _~~uinn

Deabhag j us t below the 500 ' con t oDx .
r-,

It i s in fac t a dQ~

occupying a cr ag on ,a spur pro j ec t ing f rom the r idge and

ov er look ing the haugh~lands of the t r i butary s ome 20 ' below.

The crag is p ec':"pi t ous on t he N. and E. ·v :"l e on t h e ·:i. a

l ow cl iff 5 ' or 6 ' separ at es t he cr ag ~rom the saddle t hat

connect s it wi t h t he higher main r i dge ; on the S. the slope

to the river i s very steep and i s interrup ted by s imilar
J ,

s teps. On the W. i t r i s e s on ly 1 2-15 above the saddle t 2at
ta:

conne ct s it Wi t h t he main r idge,but ri se consis ts of prec ip i -

:tous rocky s teps. T~e core of t he s ummit i s formed by a

N. - S. ridge prec i pit ous on t he i . and slo_ing away t o a l ow

platform a bove t he cliffs on t he ~.>but hal f -way along fr om,
t he S. end the crest ends i n a mi nor cliff 6-8 ' h igh Within

t he fort.
"-The we s t wal l of the dun r uns f or s ame 26'

a long t he edge of the r idge the • ri dge cliff that may have

been accen t uated by ~uarrying . The ou t er fac e her e is wel l

pr e served and shows an unusual r e- ent r an t angle t o a d j ust i t

t o t he contours of the ridge; north of t his p oi n t the wa l l

is i n a r uinous condition and the plan, IDBrking the cres t

of the b ap_~ of deb r i s, suggests f urther sinuosi ties. Near

t he N. corner a gap in the broL~ s ome 1 5 ' wi de mar k s the s i t e

of the entrance. No built face s to the entrance passage

are d i s c ov er abl e bu t i ts pr esent floor is some 6' below t h e

crest of the bank . But 6' - 8' outside the line of the bank-

crest the f a ce s of an entrance cut thr ough the f ac e of the

rock ri dge are exposed for a d i s t a~ ce of 4 '.

the/

The mouth of
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the pas sage is more than 12' beLow the sunmn t of the rampart

bank and i ts width about 4 ' 6 11
• ' whether s t ep s or a s teep

slope led up through i t is uncer tain. 10 ' - 20 ' N. of the

entrance t he rfuupart reaches t he edge of t he N. clif f.

Presuw~bly t h e r mnpar t f ollowed t h i s edge E. Jbut only a rick le

of s t ones surv ive s . 3ut aft er s ome 6 5 ' , the N. r Mapar t ,

having r un a considerable way dovTI1 the slope i n t he meant ime,

turns S. a gain cu t ting acros s t he tip of the promontory .

the c orne r a f ew f oot i ngs s till i n position show a round ed

Near

c orner , The E. r ampart af t er thi s see ns en t irely ruinous

and the SE. cor ner is e~ually dilapidated. But for 25' - 30'

on the S . the f ootings of t he out er fa ce ar e v i s ibl e again on

the edge of ill1 outcrop cliff running a lmos t s traight. Unfor-

:tunat ely the S Y. corner is a s r uinous a s the SE.J bu t the

lines of the surviving strips of wa l l -fa ce and of the out crop

edges s ugges t t hat i t may wel l have been angul ar - i ndeed an

acute angle - rat her t h an curve d.

_he r ampar t i s bu i l t of straight-edged blocks

of rather i n tr ac table stone)but the construction seems less
<,

skilful t~~ i n the dun s l ower down the va l l ey t o s a y nothing

of t he br ochs . St i l l t he basal course at the re-entrance

ang l e on the -f . is a cleverly ch osen block )t he curved edge of

wh i ch coincides with the change in d i r ec t ion of the super-

. i ncumbent w~sonry . No inner f ace i 1exposedJ t hOUgh i t woul d

pr obably b e d i s cover ab l e by r~noving s ome rubbl e . Onl y t he

ov eral l di mens ions can t her ef or e be g i v en. I n t h is sense t he

rampar t encloses a very roughly t r iangular area over 100 ' N. -

S . by some 80 ' E. - W. Thi s area is however ex t remely un even.

The S /. cor ner is occup i ed by a h i gh bo s s of outcrop t ha t

ter minat e s precipitously on t h e N. At t h e foo t of the 10 '

overhang i ng cliff t here may be a spring or cave. Before the

E...- rampar t is r ea ched the surface of t he i nt erior is probably
I I

15 - 25 below the s umwit of the bos s .

Some/
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Some trenches have been dug i n this low gr oQDd

wi thi n the last 25 years)but no intell i g ible foundations are

now e xpos ed ro~ d no record can be t raced of the operations.

Out s i de t he W~ LD dU-D there are indicat ions of an

out er r-ampar-t on t he S. &; .' . It seems to have been of l e s s

subs t an t i a l charact er than the ma in rampar t) and is n ow r epre sen

: ted by a l ow and narr ow belt of mos s -g r own st ones linking up

natur a l out crop bo s s e s . Fr om such a bo s s s ome 55 ' W. of the

S Y. corner of the main d~~ the W. branch runs rather E. of N.

toward s the ~~ . corner of the ddn. As i t appr oa che s t h e latter

:~JI. the debr i s from i t a co l laps e be come s conf used wi th that f a l l en J.
the i nne r rampar t s o that i ts c ourse i n the vicinity of the

en t r an ce i s Quit e uncertain. The S. branch r un s from the same

bo s s in a general ly E. direction below the t errac e on wh i ch t he
<,

dun s t ands , appa ren t l y until the s teep S . s l ope mer ge s i n t o the

r ecipitous decl ivity t o the E.

xxv i i. 1 6. xi. 4 3 .

plan and to s ome ex tent the rnasonry r e call Dun on a h i l ltop

the junction of St raths Spey & Ha sh i e .
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BROCE , "DUN CO ILLE STRUIDH", STRUY . This broch stands on a 8j~11

rocky boss wh i ch pr o j e c t s from the gen er a l s l op e of t he steep

h i l l s ide that overlooks the village of St r uy . On the W. the

bos s is separated from the hillside a bove it by a damp hol l ow ~Dd

a smal l gully , wh i l e its E. fac e, on t he lip of wh i ch the broch

s t ands, de s c end s precipitous l y. The site is about 300 ft. above

the flat cultivabl e l ands that form t he bottom of Strath Gl a s s .

The s tructure is grea t l y d i l ap ida t ed, bei ng r ed uced

to _i t t l e mor e t han a pile of debr i s . In t his , however, i t i s

possible to i dentify a certain nQmb en of features, notably several

showings of t he out er wa l l face. On the strength of t hese it is

possible to reconstruct the line of t he outer circumference f r om

N°' . , through N. , to E. , wh er e t he foot ings ar-r-Ive a t t h e brmk of'

t he precipice, as we l l as on t he S I . , just to t he II r i g_ t . II T
i. e. on t he right hffi~d of' one entering t he

br och .

of the entrance. Some isolated foundation-stones al so r ernai n

alon g t he br ink of the precipice on the SE. sec t or , wh er e t he

wal l as a whol e has d i sappear ed .

As wi l l be seen from t he plan, the outline thus

arrived at is n ot strictly circular , but it is sufficiently nearly

so to justify t he statement t hat t h e outer "d i ame t er" i s r ather

over 60 ft. Too-much i mportance should not , however, be attached

to t his figure owing to irregularities in t he level of the site ,

wh i ch a I'e so gr ea t that t he footing s on t he br ink of t he precipice

are a bout level wi t h the top of' t he highest-st an ding fragment of

outer wal l - f ace on the N. sector, as wel l as to uncertainty

regarding the depth of the debris p iled against the foot of the

wal l - f ace and t o t he QDknovYn el ement of ba t t er i n the concealed ,

por tions. Three good sfuuples of t he wa_l - f ace, all on t he N.

sec t or, show respectively a batt er of 11 in. i n an exposed he i ght

of/ -

( 2 c'+3('3,1
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of 3 ft. 2 i n . , of 5 in. in 3 ft. 4 in., an d of 10 in. in only

1 ft. 10 in. The highest -standing section of the fac e is

4 ft. 8 in. i n height . Some of the stones u s ed i n the f ac e a r e

large, for exan~le up to 2 ft. 6 in. long, 1 ft . 6 in. h i gh ~

a s much a s 2 f t . 3 i n . de ep.

Showings of the i lLner fac e are much scan t i er ;

as wi l l be seen on t h e plan they cons i st only of a sec t : on un der
~

13 f t . l ong i n the S • sec t or ~ a single v ery short and ra ther

doubtful fr a gment on t he I~~. by N. The s e s ugges t that the

i n t ernal di ame t er may have been about 35 ft. , the wa l l - t h i ckDe s s

i n each case be i ng abou t 13 ft.

The entrance is in th e E. si de. Its general

po s ition is i n dicated clearly enough)bu t i ts breadth cap~ot be

mea su r ed as the N. or 1I 1 ef t ll s ide or the ent r an ce-passage is

c omple tely ob l iter at ed and the s t on ewor k i ndica ted on t h e plan

by a do t t ed line doe s not appear to represent the a c tual fa ce

of t h e lI r i gh t ll side. The en t r ance-passage is f ull of d eb r i s ,

~nd t he he i ght of thi s line of s t onework above the original

gr ound- l ev el i s quit e uncer tqi n - another f a c tor mak i ng aga inst

exacti tude in t he locating of t he pas sage.

The b es t -pr e s erv ed feat ure of the broch i s t he

guard- c el l t o t he "r ight " of "t h e entrance. The cell is l argely

f i led wi t h deb r i s, "bu t i t has been possible to plan t h e i rmer

extremity , t he whol e of t he NE . side, and a short length of the

~~ . side of the pa s sage that evidently j oined it t o the en t r ance-

passa ge of the br och. The meas urab l e length of passage and

chamber t oget her - t he angl e betwe en t h em is mor e not i ceabl e i n

r eal ity t haD the plan sugges ts - is 8 f t. , and the breadth of

the c~~mber 3 f t. 6 in. ; t h es e mea s ur emen t s , howev er~ ar e

tak en at an arbitrary and unknovm h e i gh t, wh i ch may be as much

as 4 ft ., a bove the f l oor of t he c hamber , an d con s equently t he

plan , whi ch emb odies t hem, do e s no t "r epr e s en t the true gr ound-

pIan of the chamb er owing t o the de cr ea se in i ts size r esulting

f rom/
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from the ov ersailing of the upper cours es. The ~~ . wal l oversails

as much as 5 i n . i n an exposed he i ght of 2 ft. 4 in. At the l evel

r epre sent ed i n the plan, the cel l is separa ted from the cour t of

the broch by a wall 3 ft. 3 i n . t h i ck .

I n the N- . sec t or there are s ome traces of a mural

c el lar gal l er y - probab ly a cell wh i ch c on t ained the ba se of t __e

stai r . ~ s shovm on the plan , there are t wo short d i scontinuous

st ret ches of the fa ce of the cell on i ts i nner side, i . e. the side

n earer the court ; the S-- . ske tch consis t s of a single s t one

5 f t . 6 i n . _on g , and the l~ . one - whi ch i s separ a ted from the

fir s t by a gap of 5 ft . -is W3 S 0~~y fa c ing and measur e s 4 ft . 6 i n.

i n length. The do ub tful f r agment of t he i~~er f ace of the broch

wal l ( s upr a ) backs on t his ~~ . piece of t he fac ing of the cell,

the thic~Le s s of the wal l be t ween t he t wo fa ce s b ei ng 2 f t . 10 i n .

The only other f ea t ure calling f or n ot ice is an

i r regula r fo ur- s ided cell ar hut, measur ing 8 f t . 6 i n. by 7 ft .

and having an entrance 2 f t. 4 in. wi de i n its W' • corner , whi ch

s t ands just to t he 1I 1eft ll of the ent r anc e backing on the out s ide

of the brach-wall . Some f u r t h er r uins , which could not be e xamined

on account of thick brack en , ad joi n i t on the T • Thes e r emains

have b een r epre s ented , a long wi t h corre spond ing s t r uc t ures on the

opposit e side of the brach- entrance , a s i n tegral IRrt s of the broch ;

but t his i s qu i t e unl ikely to be c or rec t as thi s hut i s fOQ"r'ld ed on

deb r i s fall en from t he brach- wal l and must conseq en t l y have been

built s i nce i ts collapse. Nothi ng but a bank of debr i s ca."r'l now be

seen on the oppos i t e side of the br och-ent ~anc e .

xvi i . Sept embe r 14th 1943 .
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Th er e is said t be a for t near t e N. end of

Comar " ood , and somewhere t o t he W. of t he f oo t path tha t rises

f r om the CalLni ch-Fasnakyl e road t o t he Canni ch-Glencann ich road

and near i ts j un c t ion wi t h the l a t ter. The fort c ould not be

f ound , bu t when t he Inven t ory survey is mad e i t ~~ould be l ooke d

for aga in - i f - as sible at a season when t h e br-a ck en ':'8 down .

xv i i. (Q'll1 t e Sep t eDbe r 16t h 1943 .

( "' ICl U."> \ U. I
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FONT, CANNIC H. A rumOL~ wa s picked up to the effect that

an inscribed pre- Refermation font is preserved somewhere in

or near C~nnich. mhis informati on could not b e f ol l owed up,

but when t he Inventory survey is made , the font shoul d be

l ooked for, possibly at the modern church. The source of

t he r umour wa s I\'lr s . MeLeod , proprietor of the Gl enaf fr i c

Ho t e l , Canl1ich.

xvii. (unno t e d ) • Sept ember 16th 1 943 .
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~ J ~
DU - A CBLLA..BR4..E'4" 6 occup i es the S·V. extremity of a 1" i dge between,(

850' & 900' contour s that is it self a spur of the h i gh gr ollii d

i n Farley "vood t hat ri se s to 1150 ' . The NW. s i de consists of
LWtt..

a cliff s ome 20 '/.. fal l ing to mar shy ground)and the slope is also

very s teep on the S' \I". and SE e but quit e gent l e on the NE . The

dUn consis t s of an ovoid encl osure fl a t tened on the NV.) about

77' l ong i nsi de and about 48' wide i n t er na l l y 32' f rom i t s NE.

end. This a r ea has been girt by a st one "val l 10 '6 11 to 12 '

th~ck tD~t appear s a s a high bank of naked s t one s sa ve a long the

edge of the cliff on the ~ .) a t the. foot of which however are

consider able r emains of t oppled wal l . The footings of both

i nner and outer fa ce can be traced at i n ter vals near ly all round)

and two or three c ourses of t he i nner face are probably pre served

in place s though bur i ed i n debr i s now. The entrance lay i n the

E. co rner/but i s now represen ted by a hol low i n the stony bank

r a t her than a wal l ed passage. Out s ide i t th e ol d way up along

the SEe flank of t he r idge i s vi s ible/ro~d the rock ha s b een

quarr i ed away for some dist ance t o clear the approach. 34'

out s ide t he w~in wor k the gently slop i ng r i dg e on the 1ill. i s

traver s ed by an outer I'ampar t
J

the f oundat ion course of wh i ch

i s vi s ibl e on the out s id e but which is otherWi se very l ow and

i nc onspicuous. The si te has been plan t ed and the tree s f elled .

x . T. l.S.S. v i ii , 119 (pl an ) . 31 . v i i i.43.
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DUN Q~BF~ICH i s perched on a crag about i030' O . D . t~~ t i s

an i solated S·V. out l i er of the higher and often precipitou.s

r i dge of the Ur chany & f arley For e s t . The core of the si t e i s

formed by a r i dge of naked rock some 36' wide pr e c i~itous on t he

N. and Vi . but sloping away more g ently on the uphi ll NE. side to

a low .col. Some 15 ' b elow the cres t of thi s ro cky sp ine on the

SEe i s a broad platform some 48' wi de that a ga in fall s away i n

sheer clif f s on the S. & w. Both the r idge cres t and the plat -

:form are i n cl u.de d wi t h i n t h e prot ection of a dr y s t on e wa l l .

This runs nearly s t r a i gh t along the edge of .the precip ice on the

N. - f or about 105 'J but f r om ea ch end of the sp i n e sweeps out in a

rough semi circle to embrace the l evel t errace below, running

dovmhill acros s the slope of naked r ock i n t he SW. quadr~Dt.

I n this segmen t bot h inner an d outer f ace s are exposed , 3' to 5'

of almost ver tical ma sonry being v i sible where the outer f a ce

traverses a cleft in the r ock . I n the S. there is an en t r an ce

pas sage 3' 811 wid e at i t s Lnner- en d and traceable for 15 ' on the

w. side but 14 ' fur ther W. from the i nner corner the r~l~art

.fIW:-k •
seems only 11'~ At the foot of the c entral r idge i n t h e

SE . quadrant)just wi t h in the rampar t ) i s a spr i ng or wel l that

s t i l l contained wa t er when visit ed. Some good sec t i ons of out er

fa ce neat ly adjust ed to rock out crops are visible a l so a n the

but along the cliff edge to the N. a s wel l as t o t he SE. the

r ampar t is overgrown wi t h p eat and heather.

xi. T. I. S . ~., v iii, 119 (plan) 31 .vi ii.43.

/-. ..... ICl LJ ":l, I" ?
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\. "-
DUN MOR} T IGHNP~EAC . Th i s f o_t occ up i e s t he s mmnit of a smal l

isola ted c r ag just over 550' . •D. and ra t h er - less t han t m. l'·iNW.

of Tigbnal ea c)from wh i ch farm i t is jus t v i s ib l e . The cr ag

ov er l ooks the deep r avine of a b urp~on the ·N. and Iii-i •., on wh i ch

side it is def end ed by i mpregnable cliffs, but on t he S . and SE.

it slopes away mor e gen t ly t o mar shy gr oUnd. 'I'h e surrnni t is very

uneven wi t h a high hump of naked rock near i ts E. end. I t is

pro tected by t wo dryston e r amparts now represented by wide banks

of naked s t one. Bu t in pl a ce s the fo ot i ng s of both f aces of

the ip~er rampar t and of the out er a re exposed. The i nner r am-

: par t is 15' wi de on the ~ . wher e i t stra ddles the rock hump 16 '

on the cliff e dge t o the 1 . and 18' on t he W. s t ar t i ng on the

h i gh out cr op on the E. it fol lows the cliff edge on the N. then

turns S. a cros s a _ower spur of out crop ~~d ~feeping out over t he

slope climbs the h ump t o t he s tarting poin t. The area thus

enclosed mea sure s over 70' N. & S , by 63' E. & W. internally.

The out er r ampart J5 ' t hick st arts on t he cliff edge on the NE .

and runs S. )its inner fa ce be ing 32 ' E. of . t he out er f ace of

i nner rampar t on t h e hump. It curves f ar S. acro s s t he slope
~

till i t is some 70' fromLiP~er rampar t and then) c l imb i ng N~ward ~

en ds on the S. flalik of t h e r ock spur t ha t the i nner rfu~part

crosses on the W. Judging from the ~uant ity of s t ones exposed

t he out er rampar t wa s a lower and less for mi dab l e def ence than

the i nner . Th e entrance t o the l a tter lay to the SE. , V. of t he

r ock hump , but n o face f or t he passage is exposed.

~~
! .I .S.S. ,viii)121 (pl an) . ~The d imens i on slar e to o low, the
3r d out work c oul d not be _s een)and t he comparison wi t h br ochs
is ~uit e irrelevant.

x . 2 . i x . 43 .
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tiUT CIRCLES & ENCLOSURES, L. CUlL N~ CAILLICH_. _ The depresaion

occupied by this loch is aepar-a ted from main valley of the Beauly

on the S. by a high ridge culininating i n Cra ig Dhu and on ,the E.

by a spur running NE . from this peak toward s Ai ga s Hous e . Be

:tween the 450' ffild 350 ' contou~ s the broad crest of this ridge

bears a serie s of mon UOlen t s descr ibed by Wal l a ce in T.I.S.S.~iii

p. 144 (= P. S . A. S . , xx, pp. 351 f.). The 1m. end of the ridge

i s occupi ed by a dense wood and was not searched. Proceeding

up/hill frrnn the boundary of the wood in the direc tion of Craig

Dhu the following monunrent s are en c ounter ed on rough heather clad

country interrupted by rock outcroPs 'f 8: 2 . ~ose to t he wood; t wo

hut -circles def ined by heather-clad banlcs mea sur i ng 29' & 25 '

from crest to crest respectivel y.

3 . High er up)a larger circle 71' in di ame t er over all~ defined by

t he same sort of stone-faced bffi1k as usually sur r oun ds a hut-

circle. The entrance}apparently, a bout 7 ' wi de , i s on t he lower

NE. s'ide While the high gr ound on the SW. ha s been sca r ped to

accolTImodate the c ircle. The bank
1about

3' above the level

interior)was probably faced on both sides Wi t h boulder s on end

set by no mean s closely.

4. Still h i gher up)another hut -c ircle 4' across from crest to

crest.

5. A large loose block of rock , 4' x 4'3 " X 1'4", bearing n ear

one end of the upper sur f ace 7 cup-marks .

6. St ill higher)a second circ l e l ike No. 3 but covered in dense

bracken. It measur es 57' from cre st to c res t .

7. Just above the 450' c ont o~IT) immed iately below Craig Dhu
J

s everal small cairns meas~ITing 10' to 15' acro s s.

ix & x. (unno t ed }, 2.ix.43.
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KILLORACK P1illISH.

FORT . CRu_IG DHU, Al GAS FE..."WY. Craig Dhu is a conspicuous
S"lX' /-f.e _~, Iti.J:-~

r ocky bl uff at the E. en d of the~ r idge)~'JO" it'l l?
4A.4.

SE. from Bad a ' Chlam__aint d iv ide s t he Loch Cui l na Cai l _ i ch

bas i n on the S. f r om t he mai n val l ey of the Bea uly . The bluff, ·

on _y abou t 30 yds . wi de but nearly 120 yd s . l ong N. 5 S. } i s

flat- t opped but def i ned almos t all round by small cliffs s ome

10 ' to 15' high. The northern end of this platform, t hough a

few feet lower t h an the S. end , ha s been converted into a f ort

by a crescentic rampart of drystone masonry buil t a cr os s it

from cliff to cliff. Foot i ngs of t he outer face ar e exposed

a t each end, not ably in a shoo ting butt bui lt a gainst it on t he

W. , but t h e ip~er r ace is nowher e r e cogni zab l e Wi t h full cer-

: t a i n ty .
k.

The cfrd of the ar c f ormed by t h e r ampart is 78'

fr om the f oo tings of the outer face on the crag edges and it s

height over 16'. The area t hus def ended is abo ut 75' l ong.

No r ampa r t stands on the cliff edge on either side and ther e is

n o f a l l en deb r i s at its f oot) but a s t r e t ch of gen t l e slope a t

the N. end may have been defended by a strip of waL'l.Lng now

covered wi t h t urf . In any case the entran ce must have been a t

this end.

On the fla t a r e a of .the s umma t out s i de t he

rampart t heI'e is a low pile of s tones , n ow l argely cover ed i n

heat her
J

16 ' long x 8' wi de . It may as wel l be one side of some

kin d of hous e as a cairn or " con s ump t Lon t.

2.ix. 43.

v i i i, p. l r.ix

(&P .S . A.S., xx , p. 343.
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DAVICYI' & DUNLICl-fI' P_iLRISH.

"ST ONE CIRCLE , II lv:U I NS OF GASK, st ands close to the Inverne ss -

Par r road S. of the farm buildings on the crest of a low ridge

overlooking the Na i r n valley. It consists of ffiL out e r ring of

8 frees tanding stones)the largest)to t he So)being an i TIm1ense slab

10'6" high x 10 ' wi de xl' 3" t h i.ck pointed a t the apex. Wi thin

t his outer c Lr-c Le close -set blocks on end) about 2 '0" to 3 '0"

highJform an apparently continuous x>ing, 85' in d iame t er. Th i s

is the peristalith of a cairn now reduced to a virtually flat -

topped moun d only 3' high and covered wi t h gr a s s and group s of

large naked stones. But 2 slabs on edgeJprotruding t ~~ough the
a-

grass and set a t{angl e 16 ' from the centre mi ghvwell be t he r em-

: nan t s of t he uprights bounding a closed central chamber.

xx. l 7.viii.43.
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I NVE RNE S SS HIRE.

DAVICYi' &: DUNL I CBT PARISH.

STONE CIRCLE, TORD_~ROCH, st ands on l ow-lying level gr ound be low

110' in d iamet er seems t o s tan d on a low bank clearly v i s ib l e

Her e t here seems t o be a shallow d i t ch

f ree -s t anding s tonesAn out er ring ofthe r oad t o Far r.

only on the S. & w.
be t ween t he bank and t he i nner circle. The lat ter)67' i n d iame t e~

consists of close -set boulder s on endJbut many ar e mi s s i ng or

prostrat e . The i n terior is gr a s s- grown Wi t h a few exposed

boul der s not for mi ng any certain plan.

xx. 17. vi ii . 43 .

!L5. '-I 'I I,~ -
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DAVIOT & DUNLICFf .--------- ---

CHAJ'.1BERED CA IRN , F.4..RR . J ust beh ind Par r F. 0 .) on the l ow

alluvial plain of the Al I t Beag) i s t he per i s t a ~ ith of a

small chambe ed c a i~n . ··'.:..thin the rin: are s me L ar-g e

boulder s in n d i s coverab l e order aTIlong shrubs t hat do .btless

r epre s ent re~nants of some s ort of chamber .

xx (1 'St on e Circle ll
. ) 1 7. vi ii . 4 3.
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11'HTERlffiSSSHlRE .

GLENUR UR~~T & GLEmJOR I STON
PJL~ISH .

.~at the O. S, map de s cr i be s as a

stone c ircl e s t ands on a dead- l evel j rather mar shy meadow c l ose

t o the road fr om Gl en Ur~~~art t o Corr i mony about t m. due E .

of the 0 hous e . It i s a ctually an i ntac t cair n 8' to 10 '

h i gh sur r ounded by a circle of 11 or tho s tat s . The cairn con s ist s

abno st en t i rely of r oun ded wat er worn boulder s covered i n g r a s s

on i t s fl anks but naked af t er the f irs t couple of f ee t. Through

the s urf ace of the st ony slope t he t op edges of very l ar ge up

:r i ght b oul der s (5) j us t pro ject on the SW. an d N. Whi l e a sixth

on the SW. has b een f ully e xposed by di ggi ng i nt o the cair n and

ha s fal l en dovm outwards a s a result. The s e st ones s t and on the

periphery of a c i r c l e of ab out 51' d iame t er and pr e sumab ly repre-

: s en t t he per i s tal i th of t he cairn as they resemble the blo cks

i n the per i s t a l i th on Clava an d cairns of tha t group . The

l arges t block v i s ib l e on "is·V. is 5 ' 6 11 l ong t angentially.

Cairn mat er ial cer tainly n ow extends wel l bey ond

t his peristalith t hat doe s not i n terrupt t he smoot h slope from

the cairns summi t. The actual l imits of the spread are natural ly

ill def i n ed ; bar e stones form ffi~ oval ab out 58 ' E. - W. x 55 N. - S.

Whi l e Q~der t he turf st ones extend f or 74 x 65 r ea chi n g t o the

bas e of the or thos t a t s on t he W.

The 11 or t hos t a t s form. a very i rregular circle

about 82' N. - S. x 76 E. -W. The stones a r e set a t intervals of

fr om 15 ' t o 25 ' s ave on the E. where t here is a gap of 35 '. A
t ha t

stone may have been removed f rom t h i s point. ~ l a r ge slab/ now

lies pr os t r at e on t h e surrID1it of the cairn may on ce have st oo d
• Jc.

her e ; • i t meas ure s 7 ' 3 11 x 3 ' 6 11 X 1 '9 11 and bear' s on the exposed

.x. For a suggestion t hat i t may have been pl a ced
i n its present pos ition i n l830)cf ~ P.S. A. S.•
x, :p. 643.

surface a t least 44 cup-marks.
~

al so/

The orthostat No. 10 on the "VNW.
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also bear s 5 cup -marks on the fa ce away fr om t he cairn .

The d imen s i on s ' of t he remaining s tones beginning

on t he ENE . ar e as follows, the d imen s i on s be ing i n each case

h e ight , tangential Wi dt h ) & (r ad i al) thick~ess :-

(1) ENE . 4' x 3'411 X 1' 0" pointed; (2) E. 3 (10" x 911 x 2' 8"

( s e t radiallY!) j (3 ) SS. -ES E. 4'811 x 3'3" X 1'3"; (4) SSE. 4'6" x

3'6" x 3' 9" poi nt ed ; (5) S. 3'7" x 4'0" ~ 1'4"; (6) SSW. 2 '0"

x 1 '8" x 1 '3" ? chipped j ( 7 ) WSW. 3 '8" x 1 '4" x 1 'l"j (8) W.

( spl i t vertically into 3 sections ) 2 '711 x 2 '311) (9 ) 1jy}JvV. leaning

outwards - length along f ace 6'0" ver t i ca l height of apex 4 '2 11

wi dt h 2'6" thickness 2 ' 3"; (10) NNi . 4'711 x 3'911 X 811
- a flat

slab pointed on t op and cup-marked; (11 ) 4 '4" x 3 '0" x 1 ' 0"

pointed.

Though no ch&aber is exposed)the f r ee - s tand ing

circle t he peristalith sl ab s and t he cupmarks j ustify t he

inference t hat this is an intact cairn of the sort so froniliar

along t he Na i r n and Spey and on bo th sides of t he Beauly Fi r t h .

As such t he monumen t is certainly wor t hy of preservation though

it doe s not seem to be in any danger .

Proc. Soc. _~t . Scot., x, p. 643.
xvi, 312.

xxviii (" St on e Circle ll
) . 15.ix.43.

M . 2.. /1/;".
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INVERl-J~SSSHIRE .

GLElnrKQUR~T & GLEm~ORISTON ~~ISH.

CF...PJ ffiERED CAIRlh.-CAIRN D.ALE~ BALNAGR.t~I\fl'ACH . T is monument

stands some 50 yds. S. of Balnagrantach steading about the 750'

contourJon the brow of the hill dov~~ to the burn that flows S.

from Loch nam Fa o i Beag to join the Enr i ch at Mi l t on . The cairn

stands in a cultivated field and part of the outer circle has
J

been admittedly removed to facilitate ploughing wh i l e a gar den

used to exist on the base of the cairn to the N -. The site wa s

exc~va t ed some 50 years ago ,when a central chamber wi t h entrance

pa s sa ge wa s exposed. Since t hen the wa l l s of the chamber h ave

partially collapsed and stones gat her ed from t he fields have been

dumped wi t h i n it. ~t can still be s een that it wa s a chanlbered

cairn of the Beaul y (C l ava ) typeJ def ined by a peristalith of

boul der s enclosing a chamber entered from t ..e SW. and surrounded

by free -standing circle of uprights.

Of t h e circle one stone on the SSE.}14' from the peri

:stalith,iS certainly in position. It is exposed to a height of

2'911 and is 3'10" Wide tangentially 2: 1'211 thick. A second

stone,on the ESE.} protruding through a heap of ga t h er ed stones

is probably still in situ bu t Cffi~Ot be mea sur ed . ~ t h i rd s t one"

on t h e S . ) i s now l ying prostrate; it is 6' long x 4'911 x 1'3".
1t--

Eight stones of the peristalith intS -. & SEe ~uadrants~as wel l as

t wo portal stones) are still visible i n po s i t Lon j and a few other

stones are just protruding through the stone s of the cairn whi l e

on t he - . can be seen t he edges of 2 stones that have been pushed

outwards by the we igh t of t.~e cairn and a r e now almost prostrate .

The peristalith consist s of the usual l arge rounded boulders~

those near the entrance being particularly large - tha t on the ·V.

is about 4'3 11 long and exposed to a height of 2'. Th e entrance

to t h e chamber is ma r ked by 2 portal stones wi t h a gap of about

2 ' 4," between them. The y are rounded b ould er s like the rest of

t he :P.eristalith but lower than t he t wo a djac ent stones of the
-

l atter/
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l a t ter and se t rad ial ly i ns t ea d of t an gen tially . The arc exposed

is not l ong enough for the d iamet er of the cair n t o be estimated
--H-.J-

wi t h mor e a ccuracy than to sayi. i t lies b e t ween 35 t and 45 ; but

en ough i s exp osed to sh ow tha t the cir cle :s f lattened on the SW . ~

the en t r ance

~
r::

l ying at the c en tre of thi s f la t t ening .

~~~Glenurguhar t & GlepJnor i s t o~

l7.ix.43.

-----r ema ins of t his monument a r e di s t i nc t ly wor t hy of pr e se rvat ion

and i ts existence is seriously en dangered by i t s po sition on arabl e

l and . At t emp t s have ·a l r ea y b een made t o de st roy the l arge pros -

:tra t e s lab on the S . i n the upper fa ce of whi ch a j umper mark is

v i s ib l e. ----
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I~v2.."R.:NE SSSHIRE .

GLE:NURQUlitillT <:: GLENrmR I STON P_ABISH.

C_ I RN ( ? CBP~ffiEREDL~ALR~ICK. The rema i ns of th i s monument

are to be r cund .- . of the farm on t he br ow of t he hil l down S.

t o Loch Me i k l i e . It occup i e s t he cr e s t of a ridge bu t s t ands

·v. of the h i ghe st point on i t near the 750' con t our . The l and

about i t has b een cultivated . The cairn ha s b een excava ted and

i s now somewha t ov er grown wi t h b i r che s and oth er small scr ub.

I t is now only t wo or three feet h i gh. Many stone s of t he p eri-

: stal ith a r e v i s i bl e an d d efine a circle ab ou t 52 ' i n di ame t er .
~J

LIos t r e s embl e t hos e s imilarly us ed i n Bea ul.y ca i r ns bu t j'JR E .
~

of the centreLn ow fa l l eTI) i s except i ona l l y l arge) meas uring 4 ' x

2 '9 11 X 1'61/.

Of the " c hamber-" expo sed by the exc avation

n ot hing c~~ now be seen . The excava t~ ho wever de s cr i be s i t

a s a cist mea sur i ng 2 f t. LTl l ength, 1 f t. 3 i n. i n br eadth and

7 i n. i n dep th, i nternally. Its ma jor ax i s l ay lJE . and S·V.

An urn con t aining a br on ze blade and fr agment s of bone had

prev iously been f ound ab out t he .cen tre of t he cai r n and 2 ft.

SE e of t he cis t , rest i ng on stones about a foo t a bov e t he natur al
i

level of t h e ground.

1 . ~S .A.~ , xx, pp . 42 ff . I l _ust r a tions of urn & blade i bid.

xXVi i i . 18.ix . 43 .
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I NVE..."R.NES S SHIRE .----------
GLE:NURQ _t\RT & GLE WR ISTON

PARISH.

HUT.. CIRCLE & S_vLLlliL CAIR3S I E. of LOCH FAOILE..~~G . o-n the

gen t l y sloping moor l and traversed by t he Drumnadr ochi t

Gl en Conv int h road a l arge hut~ c ir cle can be seen on t he

E. side of the r oa d a li t tle above t he 800' contour. I t

is . defined by the usual broad bank and meas ur e s 39 ' N. &

S. x 29 ' E. - . wi th an entraDce gap on S. On the same

moor ~ s_ ight ly hig~UP the slope to E. & W. ) a r e numerous

small cairns the largest measuring l 7t' x 14 '.

xxix, (Unno t ed } , 1 8. ix. 43.
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TI~YffiNESSSHIRE •

GLENTJRQUR4.RT &: GLENMORISTON PARISH

U "

STANDI NG STONE , MONY ' S ST ONE , CORR 01'l"Y • Th i s mon ol i th s t an ds

on the S. side of t he d r i ve up to t he new Corrimony Ho. &: on the

bank of a small b urn t r ibutary to the Enr ick .

& is 2'8 11 wi de x 1'3 11 t hick.

xxv i ii. (II Mony ' s St one ll ).

I t st ands 7 ' 4"

1 5. ix . 4 3 .
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DTvERNESSSHIRE .

GLEN1JRQUHJl_i=tT & GLEI OR1STON

PlillISH.

FORT , CRltIG liONY, 13" IST ON. Th e site of t his construction is

the NE . lip of the high ridge t hat se~arates Gl en Urquhart

from Gl en Coiltie. Th e ridge ends at a bout the 4 50 ' contour

in a promontory , sheer on the E. & NE . and sloping ver y s teeply

to t he N. , tha t rises 6' or mor e a bove t he sa ddle t ha t connects

i t wi th .t he mai n mass of Cnoc aJ Bhuachaille. Fi r s have been
,

pl ant ed on the summit and paths construc ted to rnake it a look -

ou t po int ,pre sun~b ly by t he proprietors of Balmacaan Ho. The s e

oper a t ions ~Ave mut i la t ed t he monumen t; i n pa rticular i t l ooks

a s i f f acing bl ocks from the rampa rt have been used a s kerbs

f or the garden paths and on e of these n ow bl ocks a clef t on the

N. t ha t may have af~orded access to the fo r t . Al l tha t remains

Of t he d efen ce s is the debr i s of a stone rampar t ab out 98' l ong

a cros s the n eck of t he pr omont or YJrum1ing most of the way a long

the cre st of a~ out crop r idge . It l ooks a s i f the rampart may

have turned E. a t both en ds and cont i nued a long the edge of the

de cl iv ity on the N. and of· the prec ip ic e on the S.Jbut the modern

paths traver se the most probabl e course fo r s uch voz-k , r_hey

maz e i t i~::p ss t L e to sa~ whe thez- t ier-e was a ny en t r ance from t g e

sa ddl e . '1'__e r- ampar-t is now r epre sented ·by a r Lck.le of s tones
.)

but a f ew foot ing s ar e visible on t he 8W.

x x ix . 1 7. i x. 4 3 .

(0. "2- 1r(6".
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I lNERNESSSHIRE .

GLEHUR UHART C~ GLElii1\:IORISTON
PA=-~ISH.=:..--

CUP-IvL~LtKED ST ONE , CLACH MH0Ih-QULNAl IRK_._ Th i s n an1e i s appl i ed

to a prostrat e b l ock of r ock 14'10" x 8 '011 x 2' 911 l y ing on level
~

sligh tly swampyj me a d ow'land ~Th . of t he s t ea d ing and some 400 '

abov e O.D. The E . edge of the sla b is straight and s quared

f or its wh ol e 14'10 11
; t he bu t t

J
I O' 4 11 long)is near ly straight

but the third side is convex . Th e sla b is n ow l y i ng wi t h its

apex downwar ds and part l y ov er grovm wi t ~ turf . OI l the upper

s urface are 88 c up- maI'ks) t he l ar ges t mea sur i ng 4~1I x 3~1I a cro s s .

The mar k ings are all concentrated on the basa l por tion of the

stone (wh i ch is now t he ' highest ~ a lmo s t as if they had been

executed a t a t ime when the apex half was entirely covered Wi th

t urf' •

xxviii. (Unnot ed) . 1 7. ix. 4 3 .
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I NVERNESSSHIRE .

P.~R ISH OF GLE~mRQBR~T AIID
GLENMORISTON.

FOR~ STR~~In~~~RO . The 6 - inch O. S. maD mar k s a fort on the
S~

SUITilllit of An Torr Jabout 300 yds . N. of Stpaeatp~g post-office ,

in t he angle of the _iver Enl r i ck . The s ite in ~uest ion is

eviden t l y the knol l that r i s e s f rom the lip Of t h e pre c ipitous

slope that f l al1ks the E. sid e of the h i ghroad just N. of t he

rost-office, but nothing c an now be seen excep t some ver y faint ;

trace s of an ear t hen mOQDd - sometliaes taking the for m of a vague

terrace - wh i ch C~D be fol lowed round the kDoll f or the gr ea t er

part of i t s c ircumfer ence . No st onewor k is v i sible, aDd the

top of the knoll is not flatt ened.

xxt.x, Sept. 17th 1943.
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IIifVERNESSSHIRE.

E ChURC H-YP..RD, DRUVn~ADRCX:: HI~. The

med i aeva l cro s s-slab having been adequa t el y rec or de d , no

fur t her de s cr i p t i on of i t wa s prepared. A r ecumben t gr av e-

slab dat ed 1621 wa s not ed , and at least on e mor e wh i ch appear ed

to da t e f r om the 1 7t h century, but the i nscriptions wer e ille-

: g i bl e . Re s e t in the E. ga bl e of the church - t he only

remaining po r t ion of t he structure there i s a s~~ll panel

of red s ffiLdst one bear ing , i n rel i ef , a sh i eld f lank ed by the

wor ds DONNS DEI 1631. On t he shield are t he let ters M/~ G ,

t he t wo l as t be ing separa ted by a cr own; t hey eVi den t l y s t and

for Mr . Al.exan der- Gr an t, who became mi n i st er of the par ish

probably bef or e 1624 and began the buildllLg o~ the church i n
c.

t ha t year . (Fa s t i Eccl e s i a e Sc o t Xa~ 3d . 1926) vi, p . 481).

A phot ogr aph yo/a s a l s o t a ken of the wi ndow

above whi ch the p~nel i s set. The l owes t st one of the N.

jamb appears to b e a re- used lin tel or sill , a s i t car ri es a

. t hin moulding r et urned a t each end. The i n t erior of the

wi ndow i s rebated as i f t o h ol d a wi n - ow- f rMue , bu t t here are

al so the s ockets of an i ron gr i l l e .

xx i x . Sept . 1 7th 1943 .
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I NVERNESSSHIRE.

PARISH OF PETTY .

" Tal'll MHOID" . --YYESTER DALZ I EL. A rnoun d , t he po sit ion of wh i ch

seems to c orrespon d wi th t hat of Tom Mho i d , ha s been cut

t hr ough by the r ailuay.

t~a t it is natural.

v .

It s size and prof ile suggest

Sep t. 19th 1943.
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I lIiv EilliliSSSHIRE.

Ivla.rl E: (\tV . ), PETTY .

that s t an d on the

«:~~4 UA.<1/f~
Thi s is the we st ern memb er OIJ(~t~

~
promontory t ha t f lanks t he san dy ~ ~~rshy

t idal bay at t he mouth of rtough Burn . It stand s about

~50 yd s . ' '/ . of the par ish church, on the S. s ide of the

promontory , be ing divided f rom the adj oining ground t o the

N. by a deep dit ch whi ch has probab ly been fo rmed by the
~

enlarging ~deepening of a natural hollow. On the SW. , S . ,
~
~ SEe the sides of the mound run down t o h i gh-wat er mar k

in on e prof i l e wi th the natural sandy cliff ; fr om the lip

of t he cl i ff on t he SEe fa int t r aces of a d i t ch can be

r.rh e IfW•

fol l owed r Ollild the E . sector, t he d i t ch becoming really
~

broad and deep on the NE . , N. , ~ NW

• sec t or s .
. ~

side of the mound i s very steep i n deed, ~ the top of the
- ~

mOQ~d is her e 27 f t . abov e the bot tom of the d i t ch ~ abou t

10 f t . h i gher than the spine of the promontory. Beyon d

th i s po int the d i t ch fad e s out, gi v ing place t o a n eck jo ining

the mound t o the r est of the pr omontory at a r a t her higher

level - po ss ibly the orig inal level of the bo ttom of the

hol low before the ditch wa s ug , The top of t he mgund
~

do es not n ow s how any f l a t t en ing 4~ seems to have b een a good

deal d i s t ur bed . There ar e no traces of an a cc e s s-path.

(Phot o . by Prof . Chi lde . )

Just a cro s s t he d i t ch , E. of the mound , there

are t he remains of a r e c t i l inear enclos ure measur ing abou t

60 ft. by 20 ft . The whol e site de ser ve s careful planning

when t h e Inventory is made ..

i v . ( "Turnul u s ") . Sept . 19t h 1943 .
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IJ.'jvER~"'ESSSHIRE •-----------
PJ..RISH OF FETTY.

Th i s is the eastern member of the pair

of mo~e s the situation of whi ch has been d e s cr ib ed in the

account of its we s t ern neighbour (~y~) . It stands immedia t ely

• of the gr av e- yard of the parish church, a quar ter of a mi l e

f r om t __e we s t er n motte. The pr omon t ory is her e much wider

t han at the other site, its rid ge being at least 300 ft. away

to the N. and the slope from it to the foot of the mound qu i t e

gen t l e . Th er e is also level gr ound i ntervening between t he

foot of t he mound on its sector and the lip of the low cliff

above the bay . The mound r ises ab ou t 2 5 ft. above the arable

fiel d on the ID{W., there being no di t ch . It s summit is

flattened ~~d measures 69 ft. from SW. to E~lli . by 52 ft.

t r a nsv er se l y . Traces of a path can be seen ascending t he W.

side. (Phot o . by Prof. Childe. )

i v (I TmTIul us" .) Sept. 19th 1943.
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I NVIillNES SSHI RE .

" FLEIvTI SH CAHP~ LOCHSIDE . This site is partly over bu i l t

and partly un der cul tivation, and n o signs of structure

could be seen.

i . Sep t . 19th 194 3 .
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I NVERNESSSHIRE .-- ------ ---
PJI..RISE OP APeDERS IER .

EiillTE' iORK , fU LTON OF BALN..L\.GO i'JI..IIJ . No t race could be found

of any s truct ure i n the po s i tion marked "Camp (s i t e of ) " ,«.
on the N. ' side of t he For t Ge org e - Na i r n r oad 100 yds. N.

of .v.i l ton. However , ab out 50 yds . to the 7:'1 . , and on t he

S. side of t he road - a ctual l y a but t ing on the turf dyke

that f lanks the road - t here is an en clos ure fo r med by a

circular mound of turf wi t h a slight di t ch out s i de i t on

the ...• but no entrance. The d iame t er f r om crest t o crest

is 33 ft. ; f r om the cres t to the opposite lip of the dill tch

is 1 7 f t . , t h e bo tt om of the "i t ch be ing 9 f t . out f rom the

cres t of the mound. The d i t ch was n o doub t originally

con tinuous al l r cund , but could only be traced on t h e ·V.

on ac count of l umbering deb r i s and recen t di s t ur bance of

t he surface.

.~.

i.

~~~~ rr: :' tLi- "4(sJc 4)"
~~~~ -~ 4 - ~,~

~. ~ .

Sept . 19th 1943.
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I NV ERNESSSHIRE.

E 1l "R. TSH OF _:lRDERS l EB. .

Ei TH-" OR , . OOD OF IutGNAGREISlL OH or MUIR OF BALNAGO .41'f.

The spine of t h e promontory t hat t erminate s at Fort George is

formed by a very low ridge, r-unn i.ng from I w. to ESE. , to whi ch

the land sl opes up gen t l y f rom the sea-coa s t on t he N. and from

a wi de area of low- lying country on the S . The monument now

to be de s cr i bed lies about 70 yds . S. of the sli.!'nrnit of thi s

r idge on t he Mui r of Balnagowan, at a po int about mid-way between

t h e fa~ns of SlULnyhillock and Badqock , and about 150 yds. S. of

the direct road from For t George to Na i r n . The area i s shown

as woodland on the 6 - i nch O. S. TIBp, but the tree s had recen t l y

been f elled at the dat e of vi s it and t he s ite va s greatly

encumbered wi t h branches C' debr i s .

The r e~BLns cons ist of a l ow mound, oval in shape

and mea s ur ing 27 ft. from li..!.!E . to SS·. by 19 ft . transversely,

enclosed by a penanIlular d it ch 7 ft. to 8 f t . br oad and up t o

2 ft. deep an d interrupted on the SSW•• Though the central area

thus ap pear s as a mound , i t s surface i s pr obab ly a t t he origina l

Out s id e the ditch .ther e is a ba..711: ab cut

8 -:': J... broa d a. d L.P tal . ft. Ln h e i ght ; on t he lIE . s ect or , wher e

t he gr oun d r i s e s , t here is no n ot ic eab l e f all outwar ds from t he

crest of t he bar-k . Al l the s e mea s ur-emen t s ar-e appr ox ima t e , a s

i t is hard to def i n e wher e t he lips of t __e central moun d and of

t he surr ounding bank should be set, t ~e lat ter be i ng particularly

vague on t he NW. Entry t o the central ~~ea is obtained by a

t ongue of undisturbed gr ound ) l O ft. Vi de across t he ga p be t ve en

the ends of t he d i t ch and 16 ft. wi de a cross t hat be t ween t he ends

of the bank,

b ank ,

Ther e i s no sign of a..ny outer d i t ch outside the

In v i ew of the superf i c ial resemblance of th e s e

remains to a 2 0man signal-station , i t is vor t h wh i l e to record

t hat a very wide v iew can be obt ained from the site towards the

SE. , S., & S. ·' . - a s far, i n fact, a s the high moor l and s bet ween

the/
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the Na i r n ffild the TI i ndhor n - and that, although the s it e is

abou t 7 ft. be low t he l evel of the main ridge of the promon-

: tory , to whi ch a l lus ion ha s been made above , a Look-ou t tower

wh i ch topped thi s ridge would likewise g i ve very wide ob ser-

:vat ion over the Mor ay Fi r t h and the Ros s - sh i r e c oas t oppo s ite.

i. SW. (11 For t, r- emai ns of 11 .) Sept . 19t h 1943.

vL!7. ~ (1 (66'.
NfJ. {J~~~~~~ ~J

~ tL.t,~~.~~k~

~ u.4. ( 1~ ), J-eA~~~~ w-tv<.

~~ .. 0.&.
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Il\fiTE:2.NESS SHIRE.

E LiRISH OF CROY & DALCROSS .

ST OltE CI RCLE. CANrR~YBRUICH. Thi s a s s emblage of s t ones, not ed

on t he 6- i nch O. S. map as the remains of a st one c i rcle bu t

probab l y the l as t ve st i ge s of the per i st a l ith of a Clava ca i rn ,

s t an ds on ar ab l e ground on t he left bank of t h e Ri ver Na i r n ab out

450 yd s . SE. of the far m of Cantr aybr u i ch . Its po s it ion i s j us t

S . of t he inflow of a gnal l t r ibutary burn , ~~d so clos e t o t he

pr e s ent r iver -bed t ha t it is p os s i bl e that s ome part may ~2ve been

de s t r oy ed by erosion . I t consis t s of six l a r ge s t ones, d i spos ed

as shown i n the plan; bu t too much imp or tan ce should not be

att ached to t heir presen t ar rangement a s the monument has been

seriously d i s t urbe d ffi1d p erhaps oliLy Ston e s 1 and 2 , or pos s ib l y

Ston e 3 a s wel l , are i n the i r or i g ina l pos i t i on s . _ p i le of

s t on es and turf ha s been bu i lt on the T . si ~ e of and partly

covering s tone 3 ; Stone 5 ha s toppled eastwards, t he plan showing

what seems t o have been i ts former position; and Stone 6 is prone .

~here is t hus i nsuf ficien t evidence t o i den tify t he monumen t Wi t h

confidence a s par t of the per istal ith of a cairn. ~he d imens i ol1E

of the stones are a s fol l ows , i n t he or der he i ght, br eadth, t h i ck-

:ne s s: - Stone 1, 3 f t . 2 i n. by 4 , f t . 2 i n . by 2 f t.; St on e 2 ,

4 1""- 8 i n. by 2 ft . 8 i n . by 2 ft. 9 i n. ; Stone 3 , 3 ft. 3 in. by_ lJ .

5 ft. I i n. by mor e t han I f t. 3 i n. ; St one 4 , 2 ft. 6 i n. by

5 f t. 6 i n. by I f t. 8 in. ; Stone 5 , .(p er hap s or i g inal l y ) 4 _CI t 1i nl.. • _ II

by 4 ft . 6 i n . by I _Cl "- 6 i n. ; Stone 6, (expos ed s urface ) 3 ft ..L lJ •

8 i n. by 3 ft. 8 i n .

v , C'S t one circle , r emains of tl
. ) _ ugus t 20t h 1 94 3.
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I l'ETERlifESSSEIRE.

CROY and D_~CROSS PP~ISH.

ds . l~. of DALCROSS CASTLE. In a narrow

wood on the cre st of a ridge r a t her above t he 400' c onto~ z=e
c..deL,~~~

Aremains of a chambered cairn wi th a free -st anding circle r ound

it. Of t he la tt er only one stone s ou t h of t he cairn 's centre

i s still i n pos it ion , s t and i ng 4' h igh x 3'611 x 1 '811 wi th i ts

ba s e partly bur i ed in cairn mat er ial . ssw. of t he c ent r e lies

a pr os t r at e stone 6 '3 11 bearing s ome r a t her doubtful cupmar-k s ,

The cairn proper is s urrounded by a rin g of slabs on edge with a

gap 2' wide on VSW. ) bu t t he stones of t he cairn now extend

beyond the per i stal ith at many poin ts e ven to the line of the

outer r i ng so tha t t he uprights of the per i stal i t h in pl a ce s

barely pro jec t above the s t ones. Expos ed uprigh ts meas ure 2 '911

X 4 ' 711 X 2 '3 11 (on ' .) or 2 ' 6 11 x 3'6 11 X 1'311 (on N.)) but t he

upr i ght S. of the entrance gap that ha s f allen outwards and is

t heref ore f ully exposed ha s a t o t a l length ( i. e. he i ght ) of 4 '3 11
•

The r i ng thus f ormed ha s a d imne t er of about 40' and, the survi- ,

: v i ng up r ight being radially 16' outside , the outer circle shoulc_

have mea s ured 72 ' acros s . The gap on t he "WSW. seems to have

g iven access t o a gal l ery fonning t he entr ffiLce t o a chamb er or
too

cis t ) but thi s is n ow/mUCh bl ock ed up wi t h cairn mat er ial for its

lengt h or t he f orm of any chamber to b e es tima ted . The cair n

near the cent r e seems t o be a bout 5 '3 11 h igh above the surro unding

ground and abou t 4'011 t o t he top of the per i stal ith.

v . (IIStone circle ll
. ) 20 .vi i i .43 .

t2f;. 7- /r /~ .
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IlNER:N-.ESSSHI RE .

CROY -"\lID DALCROSS PARISH.

ST_~D ING ST ONE~ D_~G~~vffi ICH. Bel ow and E. of Dalgr amb i ch

farmhous e and close t o the 11. side of t he r oa d from t he fa r m to

Cantray no .) on the level al luvial pla in of t h e Na i rn val l ey) stands

a singl e stone 5 '8" high x 4 ' 3 1l wi de x 1 '10" thick. It l ooks

like a norn~l isolated Stan din g $tone but is r eput ed ly t he l as t

remnant of a li St one Ci r cl et! of t h e Na i r n t ype - t here ar e ac t ua l ly

some large boulder s on the r oad s ide t hat mi gh t a l s o once have

f ound a pl a ce i n s uch a monumen t . In any case i ts si t uati on is

similar to t ha t of the bett er pre served str uctures a li ttle

f urther upstream by Cant r aybr u i ch & Clava.

v. (" St on e c rr-cf,e , r-emairi s of" . ) 20 .vi i i.43 .
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I NVERNESSS .IRE.

CROY & D.~CROSS ~~ISH .

C_ IRJ.'f ( s i~.L-HILLHE.~ . 'Eh e

level /cultivated land about *
site of t his cairn is on lOv~Ying~

m. N. of Eill head fa rmhous e .

The cairn ha s been a lmo s t ent i rely removed) but i ts site is not

cultivated but used as a dump for weed s and rubbish. Under t his

some cairn mat er ial still · survives and ther e are sever al l a r ge

stones l ying ab ou t on t he e dge of t he a r ea . Tln'ee on the north

ar e con tiguous and appar ent ly e ar-t hf' a s t and seem t o stand on an

ar c of a circle/so that t hey may represent r emnant s of a per i -

: stal i th. Two or t lll'ee l oose bl ocks on the S . , over 2' long)

may al s o have belonged t o t he k erb and caref ul ex~nination of
I

the si te migh t still reveal s rnne de t a i l s of the plan of struct ure .

v (Unnot ed ) . 19.ix.43.
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CAIRNS , TORISP-'l~RD ON.

I N\iE RNESSSHIRE .- - - - --- --

A f ew smal l ca irns of the usual moor l and

type wer e obs erve d on t he north-fa cing s l ope of t he h i l l b etween

Tor ispar don 2: CluiJy .

xlv i. Sept . 25 th 1943 .

tz!; .

85



I NVERNESSSHI RE .

PARISH OF DUTHILL &

Ra r H:DEMURCUS .

CAIR~~RUh~WILI~. A smal l cair n of bould er s , probably the

one marked on the 6 - inch O. S. map, wa s found i n a wast e

of l umberin g d eb r i s on t h e hillsid e above DrQmnui l i e. I t

me a s ur e s 15 ft. by 12 ft.

xlvi. Sept. 25 th 1 94 3 .
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HiIJERNESSSHIRE.

PARISH 0:5' DUTHIL {: ::{OTHI EHURCUS .

CASTLE..t..J2RUI'IIMUILIE. No signs of structure wer-e seen here ,

and t h e tl r ema in s" mar k ed on t he 6 - i nc h O. S. map - i f they

now exist at a l l - cannot b e more than foundat i on s .

x f v i , Sept. 25th 1943.
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I NVERNESSSEL1{E.

PARISH OF DUTHIL & ROTHIEI\'IURCUS.

STANDING STONES , LAGYIE. _bout *m. SE. of the chmnb ered

cair n acros s t he ra i l wayJand s car ce l y 400 y ds. SW. of Tul l och-

st an di ngThe s t ones ,: goram f arm are t wo st anding stones .
)

on a line bear i ng 170 S. of W~, oc cupy a very low gravel r idge

on t h e f l ood -pl a i n of t he Spey we l l below t he f irst gravel

t er r a ce and onl y 1 50 yds . f r om t he r iver bank . Th e E . s tone

( t r iangul a r i n plan ) mea sur e s 2 ' 9 " h i gh x 3'6" Wi de x 1 ' 6 "

thi ck at its W. e dge. The v. s t oneJ which t apers upwar ds~

measur e s 7 ' 6 " x I 'll" x 1 ' 8 " t o 1 '2" i ts e dge be i ng a l so on
}

the ' •

xliv . (" Stand ing s t on e s " • ) 25 . ix.43.

88

georgeg
Sticky Note
15446



INVERNESS HIRE.

DUTHIL & ROTHIENillRCUS.-- ----- - --- ----
Thi s monurnent st an ds on a level terrace just

liTE:!:" of Toum far m build ing s i n the direc t ion of Ochna i r farm.

It consist s of a huge p i l e of bar e f r a gments of rock wi t h turf

encroaching sligh tly a t i ts ba s e. The st ones on the flal~~s

have been d i s t urb ed to s ome extent and a ho l e dug i n its summi t

and subsequently fil led up wi th old t ins and sDni lar r ubbi sh .

No c i st , chamb er nor per i stalith ha s b een thereby expose d to

v iew but the diameter s and eleva tion have been distort ed. To-da~

the ca i r n is st i l l fully 11 ' h igh and measure s ov erall 96' N. - S.

by 88' E. - W.

I n the thin woodland round t he cairn are probably

r emains of small ca i rns ov ergrovvn with thi ck gra s s .

The great cair n is an i mpr e s s i ve monument worthy

of pre s ervation .

xl v i. ( "O a i r n " • ) 25 . ix .43.
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I NVE...1:m E SSSHI RE .

PARISH OF DUTHIL & ROTHIE 'IU.ECUS •

CAIRN, MInD CUP~. The site of this mon umen t i s marked on

the E. fr inge of Curr Wood between the 800' - 850' c on t our s~

just behind t wo mod er n res i dence s and less than 400 yds. oil . of

Mi d Curr stead ing . All that r emains of the cairn i s a roughly

circular balLk of mos s-gr ovvn bOtuder s, some 62' across from crest

to cre s t , wi t h other boul der s i n the i n t erior. The ter r a i n

i s sloping gr avel l y alluviunl. To the S '. an elongated ridge

of gr av el t erminate s to the E. in a stoney hQmffiock that migh t

also be taken for the remains of a ca i r n .

xlvi. (!'Ca i r n" .) 25 .ix.43.
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PARI SH OF DUTHIL & ROTHIEMUqCUS.

CK L\.MBERED CAIRN , L..! GYIE. -- ia t t he O. S. ma p calls a "St one

Circle" is situated between the L.M. S. Fopr e s- _v i emor e line and

t h e mai n road from Gr an t own- on- Sp ey to Av i emor eJ about 50 yd s . fr om

t he 7t h mi l e s t on e and *m. E. of Lagyie farmhouse. The site is

the end of a sandy ridge a little ab ove t he 700 ' c ontour . The

" c i r cl e" is a ring of clos e -se t oulders and recalls t he peri-

: s t a l i th of a chambered cairn of the Clava t ype. Only 35 bo ulder s

are a c t ual ly v i s ib l e ,and of t hes e several ar e more or less out of

position. A typ i cal spe c imen on the E. mea sure s 3 '3" i n he i ght

(a r abbit bur row has exposed its ba s e) x 2 '9" wide x 1' 8" thi ck,

but the stones on the N. a r e s ome vhat smaller whi l e thos e on t he

S . ar e n oticeably l arg er than the pe s t. The two l ar ges t st ones

are on the SW. and )t here be ing an appar ent gap of 5 ' 8" bet veen

them) they l ook like p or... ta s. That on t he S ., stil i n po s i tion ,

:,":'ses 2 ' s" above t he sur-r-ouno t.ng gr-ound j i s 3 ' 3" ',vide tangent ially

and 2 ' thi ck padial ly. The opposi te s t one} on --f '
J

i s lean i ng

Ln war-d s and excee ds 4' i n real he ight by 2 ' g" i n width and r ' 8"

i n t hi ckness . The apparent gap is , however , par t ial ly filled by a

broken slab 2 ' 9" wI de and over l' thi ck the upper edge of wh i ch is

now covere d wi th turf. Jus t beyond t he W. port al ther e is..) Ll

another v ery large slab i nstead of a boulder., over- 2 ' 8" h igh x

3 '4" x over 1' 3" tha t is n ow leaning inward . Slab s t ake t he

place of boulder s at t lu~ee ot her po i nt s upon the circle. The

d i ame t er s of t he c i r cl e a r e 45' N. - S. and 4 7 ' E. - W. The int erior

of the c i r cl e is -6" t o 18". higher t han ·t he, -san dy ground ou t s Lde,

and is n ow oc cup i ed by very deep t urf thr ough Vi h i ch the edges of

4 large slabs pr o t r ude . The s e may wel l have formed par t of the

wa l _ of a chronber, as their innep fac e s are no t ably smooth and

straight. The northerTh~ost is ho wever cer t ainly out of po s i t i onJ

l ying r ather on its sideJan d the arrangement of the rest is too

c 0ubtful to a l l ow of the form of the c~zmber being recovered.

AI
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A f ew cairn stone s are l ying just out s i de the per istal ith in

places Jbut no fr e e - standing out er c ircl e s urvives. Never t h e-

: l e s sJ ha v i ng r egar d t o the nature of the sit e~the cha r acter

of t he ar chit ec ture and the pr oxLmity of t he wel l -knoffi1 gr oup

of cai r ns a t Av i e l och an and ~v iemor e/ i t s eems probable that

t h i s monumen t should be classed wi t h t he c l~bered ca irns of

t he Cl ava t;ype.

xlvi. (1 ' s t one CLr c Le" • ) 25 . ix.43 .

It/ft, ·

( 2 ) 1'1w.. 2. . ICCs O
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