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MOTZEI SHABBAT SHIRA  

FEBRUARY 8, 2020 AT 8:00 PM 

A Soulful Evening of Song & Inspiration 

With Rabbis Jesse Shore, Elliott Diamond, 
and Sammy Bergman. 

Soup, hot drinks and desserts will be served. 
Free for all. 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk

The Purpose  
Driven Shul

On November 20, anti-Israel groups at York University resorted 
to violence in an attempt to disrupt a school-sanctioned panel 
discussion with Reservists on Duty, an organization of former 
members of the Israel Defence Force. This incident fits a pattern 
of conduct on university campuses, in which protestors attempt to 

silence speakers on topics they deem threatening. These incidents raise questions 
regarding what a university education should accomplish – for our own children 
and for society, as a whole. 

cont. on page 4

 Aristotle evaluated all things with respect to their “telos” – 
their purpose and goal. The telos of a knife is to cut. The telos 
of a surgeon is health or healing. What makes a knife a good 
knife? It achieves its telos by allowing a surgeon to perform 
a good incision. If it does not cut well – it is a bad knife – no 
matter how pretty it looks. 
 In their 2018 book, The Coddling of the American Mind, 
NYU Professor Jonathan Haidt and Greg Lukianoff question 
what a university’s telos is. They suggest the most obvious 
answer, “truth.” However, they note, many universities now 
embrace social justice as a competing telos to truth. 
 They explain how truth and social justice come into conflict. 
As political diversity among professors has plummeted and 
as cross-partisan hostility has risen, the conflict has reached 
a tipping point. Students demand safety from ideas that 
they feel threaten them; students silence guest-speakers 
with whom they disagree; and students call for mandatory 
courses in social justice for everyone. (They do not address 
the philosophical frontal attack on “capital T truth.”)
 Haidt and Lukianoff show that the problem on campus 
is not one of politics but one of purpose. Some universities 
have forgotten why they exist. In sacrificing truth (and the 
academic freedom that enables it) upon the altar of social 
justice, these universities are no longer “good universities.”
 A similar problem arises when we speak of a synagogue or 
Jewish community. 
 What is the telos of a synagogue? A synagogue exists to 
further the Jewish mission. What is that mission? Our goal 

Rabbi chaim
stRauchleR

as a people is to sanctify God’s name in this world. When 
our father Avraham spoke out in God’s name, he initiated 
this mission. We continue it every time we respond in 
Kaddish with the words, “May God’s great name be eternally 
blessed.” We can participate in this mission by living a 
life of righteousness and kindness – Torah and mitzvot. If 
a synagogue sanctifies God’s name, then it can be called a 
good synagogue. A great synagogue achieves this mission in 
a way that an individual cannot. It allows us to do together 
that which we cannot do alone. (This is even more true for a 
Jewish state.)
 When I meet with Shaarei Shomayim’s new members, 
I emphasize this point. After discussing how the shul can 
serve their religious and social needs, I inquire, “How might 
you use the shul to gather like-minded people to do good 
things together that you cannot do alone?” “How can we 
utilize the synagogue as a platform to further our collective 
Jewish mission?” 
 In teaching the laws of prayer at shul between mincha 
and maariv, I recently came upon an argument by Rabbi 
Yechiel Michel Epstein (in his book Aruch Hashulchan) 
that underscores this point. Rabbi Epstein speaks about the 
difference between public prayer and the public reading of 
the Torah. He explains that public prayer is an outgrowth 
of our personal obligations to pray. However, Torah reading 
is an obligation that only exists, when we come together 
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cont. from page 3

The Purpose Driven Shul
toward a unique destiny. That’s what it 
means to matter.
 I recently received a letter from Israel. 
Writing from his community (Moshav 
Mivtachim) six kilometres from the 
border with Gaza, while under missile 
attack in November, Rav Shachar 
Butzchak wrote to us:
 You, the Jewish people who are not 
on the front line, you too need to ask 
yourselves: “What is our purpose?” No 
Jew is without a purpose – that just 
couldn’t be. Wherever I am, wherever 
I decide to live with my family, I must 

grapple with this fundamental question: 
“What can I give to the Jewish people, to 
the Land of Israel and to the Torah?” We 
don’t need you to appreciate our heroism 
while watching the never-ending TV 
coverage of the hundreds of murderous 
missiles aimed to kill us. We need you to 
take that appreciation and to translate it 
to action, to give it a purpose. To give as 
much of yourselves as you can to be G-d’s 
messenger in the world.

“What can I give to the 
Jewish people, to the 
Land of Israel and to  

the Torah?”

 This is more than a call to arms. This 
is a call to purpose. “What can I give to 
the Jewish people, to the Land of Israel 
and to the Torah?” This question is for 
each of us to answer. This question is for 
us to answer together, as a synagogue 
community. 
 Shaarei Shomayim allows us to pool 
our resources in caring for the needs 
of the disheartened within and the 
weak beyond our community. Shaarei 
Shomayim is a platform for us to 
advocate with political leaders on behalf 
of our community and its values. This 
is true perennially. Yet, in this moment, 
there is a unique opportunity. Shaarei 
Shomayim can answer one of the great 
challenges facing our people and all 
people. We live at a time of intense 
secularism and assimilation. Shaarei 
Shomayim embodies a method for 
cross-generational religious observance 
and – at the same time - socio-economic 
engagement with our wider society. 
For generations, Orthodox synagogues 
were bereft of young people. Today, 
strollers inundate our building. We 
have something that works. We have 
something worth offering young Jews 
who want a meaningful value-laden 
communal life. We must work to share 
our formula for success with as many of 
our brothers and sisters, as we can. 
“What can I give to the Jewish people, 
to the Land of Israel and to the Torah?” 
We can and must utilize our shul, 
Shaarei Shomayim, to help us answer 
that call. 

as a community. There is no personal 
obligation to read from a Torah scroll; 
the opportunity materializes only when 
we come together as a community.
Similar to the modern university, the 
telos of the modern Jewish community 
is subject to competition. In some 
corners of the Jewish world, the 
competition is social justice. This is a 
limited threat in Orthodox circles. Yet, 
a greater threat exists, and it exists in all 
corners of the Jewish world. Let us call 
it, “mere continuity,” i.e. survival for 
survival’s sake, alone. To a great degree, 
this threat to the purpose-driven Jewish 
life exists regardless of how “religious” 
a community is. Ritual can become 
rote and devoid of meaning. Babies are 
born; children are educated; couples 
are married; families are formed; 
everyone ages; and the deceased are 
buried and mourned. Young and old, 
Jewish women and men can go through 
the motions. We eat, drink, work, study 
and pray. A synagogue community 
might pretend that this is sufficient. Yet, 
if a community’s Judaism is only this, 
not only will it not achieve its telos – it 
will not even achieve continuity. Our 
people will hollow out, opt out, or both. 
No matter the amenities with which 
we laden our Jewish communities, a 
synagogue cannot survive without a 
sense of purpose. A synagogue must be 
a small embassy of Jewish sovereignty, 
a beacon that proclaims that the 
women and men who gather, pray and 
volunteer here are a people working 

do you Receive Rabbi stRauchleR’s Weekly  
torah for your Life emails?
if not, please contact the shul office to be included in the email list. or you can visit our 
website at shomayim.org, and on the right-hand side, go to “sign up to shaarei shomayim 
emails”. Please visit his regularly updated blog: shomayim.org/rabbi-strauchlers-blog
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A Year of 
Opportunity
We may not realize it, but we all have them. We 

live with them, we see them at the bakery, 
the grocery store, and at the bank. We see 
them at shul.

 Sometimes they come in the form of advertisements, 
newsletters, or posters. They come during meetings, over 
dinner table conversations, and in private conversations with 
friends and family. And they come during drashot, shiurim, 
in conversations with the Rabbi (and sometimes from  
the President).
 What is it that surrounds us? The answer is simple: 
opportunity. 
 We each are on our individual journeys. Many people 
are focussed on making progress with their careers. Young 
families are worried about their children. And they are 
certainly worried about the cost of Jewish day school and the 
cost of housing. Others are spending time with older parents, 
concerned about their health challenges. Or perhaps, like 
me, they are dealing with their own health challenges. Many 
people are concerned about their upcoming “journey” to the 
promised land – either Israel, or Florida.
 Some of us have had the benefit of a thoroughly observant 
upbringing and Jewish education, while others of us must do 
“double time” learning now what we didn’t learn in our youth. 
Some of us are exceptionally stringent in our observance, 
and some of us have family customs that are more lenient.
 The beauty of our community is that no matter which 
journey you are on, and no matter how far along you are on 
your journey, we all have the same opportunity.
 Let me explain. We have literally dozens of flyers 
advertising upcoming activities at the shul. Classes that start 
from the crack of dawn to late at night, almost every day. 
Music under the Schach, Women’s Megillah Reading series, 
Walkie-Talkies, Musical Lunch & Learn, Pray & Learn, Catch 
the Spirit lecture series, Bar and Bat Mitzvah programs, Teen 
programming, and an ENTIRE booklet of Youth programs.
 We have two morning minyans, as well as daily Mincha 
and Maariv minyans. These take place in our Weinbaum Beit 
Midrash, which contains a huge library filled with Jewish 
books. The Rabbi sends a weekly email that also contains 
wonderful insights, and links to thoughtful articles and 

videos elsewhere. All of these are opportunities. 
 No one knows what your priorities are. Nor does anyone 
know what interests you. But we are a large enough shul to 
have a smorgasboard of possibilities – and if you are reading 
this – let me share a big secret: there is something here that 
you will find interesting. There is something that will pique 
your curiosity. There is something here that will help you 
grow, in ways that you didn’t think possible. Rabbi Strauchler 
and Avital, as well as Rabbi Diamond, Rabbi Shore, Rabbi 
Bergman, and Ralph Levine are all available as guides. I 
encourage you, as you consider the next year, to also consider 
the opportunities available to you – they are literally here for 
the taking. 
 When my wife Linda and I showed up at Shaarei Shomayim 
a number of years ago, we weren’t members, and we knew 
exactly two people; at that time, we weren’t shomrei Shabbat, 
and we didn’t even live in the neighbourhood. We started 
nibbling at the opportunities, and we found a few things that 
we hadn’t expected – or even knew that we were looking 
for. We’ve certainly grown Jewishly. But we also found a 
community of caring, kind, and generous people. 
 For those who don’t come so often to shul, here’s my message 
especially for you. We’re a big tent, we’re not judgmental, 
and the opportunities are waiting for you, whenever you  
are ready.
 As I was writing this, I noticed a new program that was 
being put on that very evening – the “Night Seder Chavrutot 
and Shiur for men and women.” The weather was gloomy, 
and as many of you might know, I get tired very easily. The 
question in my mind was simple: do I go? On one hand, 
turning in for the night was very appealing. On the other 
hand, perhaps I should heed my own advice: this program 
was precisely the “opportunity” that I was referring to. I 
decided to give it a try: it was worth it.
 This brings me to another group of opportunities.
 All of these programs, classes, activities, and shiurim don’t 
happen by themselves. They take time to organize, plan,  
and communicate. 

cont. on page 7

Randall cRaig
President’s Message
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PRAY AND LEARN SESSIONSPRAY AND LEARN SESSIONSPRAY AND LEARN SESSIONSPRAY AND LEARN SESSIONS    
WITH DR. ELLIOTT MALAMET 

SHABBATOT @ 9:30 AMSHABBATOT @ 9:30 AMSHABBATOT @ 9:30 AMSHABBATOT @ 9:30 AM    

    

PLEASE ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR:PLEASE ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR:PLEASE ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR:PLEASE ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR:    

February 1, 2020February 1, 2020February 1, 2020February 1, 2020    

March 7, 2020March 7, 2020March 7, 2020March 7, 2020    

June 20, 2020June 20, 2020June 20, 2020June 20, 2020    
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 They happen because a huge number of people give their 
time to make this happen, starting with Rabbi Strauchler 
and Avital, along with all of our clergy, the office staff, and a 
hundred-plus volunteers, committees, and your board. They 
happen in an environment where we care for those who are 
not well. They happen in a shul that is friendly to youth, 
engaging for teens, and attractive to our many new members. 
They take place in a building that needs to be cared for. And 
a building that is properly secured.
 With this in mind, I wanted to say thank you to a special 
group of volunteers: the Executive – Larry Zimmerman, 
Robin Gofine, Jonathan Ostro, Rachel Libman, Louis 
Vandersluis, and Brian Cantor, along with all of the board 
members, all of the committee chairs, all of our volunteers, 
and our past presidents. I also wanted to recognize the 
families of these leaders, including my own, who are also 
intimately involved along the way. All of these people care 
deeply about building our community, and contribute so 
much time, selflessly, on our behalf. When you see these 
volunteers, please say thank you. 
 My question though, is why do all of these hundred-plus 
volunteers spend their nights and weekends doing all of this? 
 The answer is simple. They realize that giving the gift of 
their time and expertise is itself an opportunity. They know 
how good it feels to give a gift, not just to receive it. They 
understand “pay it forward.” And they know that when 
they are doing this good work, they will also connect with 
other caring, kind, and generous people. That’s how we build 
a community – when we take the opportunity… to take  
the opportunity.
 I joke that much of the president’s job is to say please, 
thank you, and I’m sorry. Even with the holidays behind us, 
let me say that if I have offended you in any way, knowingly 
or unknowingly, please accept my humble apologies, along 
with my pledge to do better.

cont. from page 5

A Year of Opportunity
 There are some things we can only do together, that we 
cannot do by ourselves alone: when we act as a group we are 
very powerful. We pray, together, that we have a good year. 
We pray, together, for a healthy year. And we pray, together, 
that we can live fully as Jews in this wonderful country. And 
we also celebrate together, our shul’s 90 year history – and 
our exciting future.
 It’s hard to believe that an entire year has passed by, literally 
in the blink of an eye. So often, we say to ourselves, I only 
wish that I started this, or did that, or reconnected with this 
person or that one.
 Yes, there are some things we can only do together – but let 
me suggest that there are some things that only we can do, as 
individuals. Only each of us knows our priorities – and only 
each of us can choose what they are.
 When you think about your priorities, think of the 
opportunities in front of you. When it comes to filling out 
your schedule, why not try something new? The Night Seder 
Chavrutot and Shiur was pretty cool. When you decide that 
you are going to be a giver of time or dollars, why not do 
it right here at Shaarei Shomayim? This year, we have been 
inspired by Chazzan Shai Abramson and his choir, and this 
is because of the foresight and generosity of a number of 
families. When you give your time or dollars, you’re building 
opportunities for others to grow Jewishly and socially.  
 In the coming year, we have 52 Friday night Shabbat 
dinners, and 52 Shabbat lunches: These are 104 opportunities 
each year to make someone else feel special – why not invite 
someone new for a meal?  And the classes, and the programs, 
and the social events, and yes, the davening. The more we 
take advantage of each opportunity, the more we each get.
 My wish for each of you is that this be a year where you 
take advantage of all opportunity that comes your way.
 On behalf of the board and the executive, thank you for 
allowing us to serve. 

let’s make ouR shul WaRm and hosPitable
We are looking for members who can host young singles, new members or visitors for 

shabbat and yom tov meals. We would like to make sure that every person who comes 

to our shul has a place to go. if you are interested, please fill out the online form at 

shomayim.org/form/providehospitality, or contact the shul office.
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Bageled and Latkes

assistant Rabbi

Rabbi Jesse 
shoRe

Oddly enough, what 
secured my first 
position as a rabbinic 
intern was that 
during my interview 

I mentioned that I used to go busking 
(playing guitar and singing for petty 
cash) in the New York City subway. It 
wasn’t a demonstration of my learning. 
It wasn’t my personal interests and 
passion for community building. It 
certainly was not the fact that there was 
a water stain on my tie from washing 
my hands before the interview in the 
shul bathroom.
 What caught my rabbinic mentor’s 
interest was a passing comment about 
my being “bageled” in the subway. He  
didn’t know what being bageled meant. 
So I explained that it means how people 
find some way to connect with you 
through your Jewish identity. They wink 
at you and point to their kippah or Star 
of David necklace; say “Shalom” or ask 
what shul you go to. They nonchalantly 
ask when evening services are. I cannot 
be sure that this constitutes bageling, 
but I distinctly remember a woman 
abruptly raising her voice to discuss 
the drama of chuppah preparations for 
her daughter’s wedding, with someone 
who was way too close for her to be 
using an outside voice. Whether it was 
intentional or not, I was included as a 
listener to her stressful but happy story. 
We shared a smile.
 It was an embrace of my Jewish 
identity and my unabashed showcasing 
of it while busking (the impetus for 
being bageled so often) that tipped 
the decision for my mentor towards 

hiring me. He works towards building 
a Judaism in his community that can 
merge with the hustle and bustle of the 
modern world, and can contribute to 
the peculiarities of secular culture, while 
remaining distinct in a good-natured 
and dignified way. This was a meeting 
of the minds between us. Admittedly, I 
haven’t gone busking in a while. I miss it.
 If by telling you this story I come off 
as prideful, then good. Given the rise 
in antisemitism, given a widespread 
disinterest for religious commitments, 
given a numbness towards spiritual 
growth and national destiny, I am 
happy to confess that I am prideful 
about these aspects of my Judaism, and 
it feels so good. These three things: (1) 
our religious commitments, (2) spiritual 
growth, and (3) our sense of national 
destiny, are what we celebrate on 
Chanukah. These things are also what 
our community is championing.
 For example, in the hustle and 
bustle of Yorkdale Shopping Centre 
on Wednesday mornings, you are sure 
to find Shaarei Shomayim members 
walking there. We often get bageled 
by strangers and friends from the 
larger Toronto Jewish community! 
One time, we were discussing the 
halachot of conducting ourselves in 
the marketplace. As the discussion 
moved towards driving in the mall’s 
parking lot, I could see strangers begin 
to lean in and listen. Some of them were 
nodding to themselves as we discussed 
the difficulties of being courteous to 
strangers looking for parking spaces 
closest to the mall entrance. We were at 
the Starbucks cafe, and we contributed 

an authentic voice of Torah and Derech 
Eretz to the din of our surroundings. 
Jew or non-Jew, it drew the interest and 
appreciation of fellow cafe goers.
 Another example: Rabbi Bergman 
and I have been learning on Wednesday 
evenings in the Beit Midrash and offer 
shiurim and chaburahs about Shabbat. 
Over the past few months, friends from 
different backgrounds and degrees of 
familiarity with formal learning have 
come to check it out. Our challenge is 
that the variety of interests is so broad, 
that we will be adapting the Night Seder 
program to address them in a series 
of topics! At the time of Chanukah, 
Shabbat was one of the major Jewish 
practices that the Greeks had outlawed. 
This broad embrace of Jewish learning 
about Shabbat is definitely a blessing and 
a point of pride for me. God willing, one 
thing is for sure: there will be cholent at 
each Night Seder. Maybe there will even 
be some singing afterwards!
 When we light the menorah and sing 
Maoz Tzur, we perform a public display 
of pride. In fact, the activity and traffic 
in the marketplace is the barometer 
that the Talmud (Shabbat 21b) utilizes 
in determining the ideal time to light 
the menorah!  We wear our identities 
on our sleeve (or, more literally, on 
our windowsill). We bagel one another 
with the lights of our menorah. We also 
express gratitude to Hashem, Who has 
brought us to this auspicious season. 
Perhaps our gratitude to Hashem 
prevents our pride from becoming a 
pitfall into arrogance. So Lauren, Zachy 
and I wish you a warm and glowing 
Chanukah; warm with gratitude and 
glowing with pride. 
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Date night. One of the suggestions that 
relationship consultants offer to couples who 
struggle to maintain their depth of connection 
and excitement after years of marriage, is to set 

aside special time on a regular basis to go on a date. What 
once was associated with the singles’ life of men and women, 
“going out” has come around as a solution to harried married 
couples who yearn to find that spark that once existed when 
they were dating or newly married. Life happens. Stuff gets 
in the way. I think most of us can easily understand just 
how this unintentional distance creeps up upon us and  
surprises us.
 There is a story of a man whose girlfriend had a beautiful 
voice that so enchanted him, he decided to marry her. This 
humorous (?) story is a reminder of what can happen. Years 
after they married, he woke up in the middle of the night and 
couldn’t sleep. Looking around, he saw his wife lying in bed, 
hair undone, no make-up, breathing deeply. Anxiety gripped 
him as he momentarily felt that his life had taken a wrong 
turn. In a panic, he shook his sleeping wife and shouted: 
“Honey, wake up! Sing something!”
 It is true that sometimes we have to be “shaken” a little in 
order to remind ourselves of how things were or, at least, how 
they are supposed to be. Relationships need attention and 
care. You don’t have to be an expert to realize that. But just like 
that statement is true for human relationships, it is also true 
for our relationship with God. Our relationship with God also  
needs care.

It’s a Date!
 We all know that scene from Fiddler on the Roof, when 
Tevye turns to Goldie as they lie in bed, and asks her: “Do 
you love me?” We yearn to be needed and loved, to feel that 
someone cares deeply for us and misses us when we are 
gone. So, perhaps it’s time to ask ourselves about another 
relationship which has the power to affect our lives in the 
most dramatic way. 
 “What sort of relationship do I have with God?” “What 
sort of relationship does God have with me?”
 The notion that I can have a personal relationship with 
God, for some of us, seems strange. But, if within the realm 
of our human relationships, we recognize the need to 
nourish our affection to each other, then perhaps the same 
conclusion also applies to our connection to the Divine. The 
perceived distance that we may feel to God may be, in part, 
because we just don’t take the time to talk to each other.
 On a professional retreat that I attended, the facilitator 
encouraged us to have a conversation with God. I admit to 
my initial discomfort with this exercise. We were led outside 
to the pretty grounds, and were told to walk around at our 
leisure and begin to talk to God as if we were both taking 
a walk together. Just talk to God, almost in a stream of 
consciousness conversation. This activity was based on the 
teaching of Rav Nachman of Breslov who strongly urged 
daily conversation with Hashem. While it initially seemed 
contrived, by the end of the 20 minutes my “conversation” 
seemed much freer and genuine.
 I have come to cherish, whenever possible, the quiet car 
ride home from work. No radio, no phone calls, no podcasts. 
Silence and the occasional conversation with the Almighty. 
Just Him and me. And I get to speak my mind. 
 Like other relationships that I care about, I need to nurture 
my connection with God with some degree of attention. 
Conversation is certainly one way that I demonstrate that I 
am invested and that I care. The more that I share with my 
partner, the more that I get out of the relationship. It is time 
that helps me strengthen the bond. 
 Sort of like a date… 

doWnstaiRs minyan

Rabbi elliott 
diamond

Compliments of

GESMA PRINTING
905-764-6017

gg.print.gg@rogers.com
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What is the Job of the 
Executive Director?

Irecently attended the annual OU (Orthodox Union) Executive Directors 
Conference. It is put on by the OU for affiliated synagogues in the USA and 
Canada. This year it took place in the windy (and very cold) city of Chicago. 

It was attended by 25 staff from places including San Diego, Omaha, Miami, Boca, 
Houston, and four of us from Toronto. I often joke with the Executive Director from 
Boca Raton as I get to see the materials that he produces quite regularly – as a number 
of our snowbirds attend his shul and like to show me what they are doing so well.

•	To	network	with	others	who	are	in	the	same	business	as	
you – the people business. 

•	To	meet	people	in	person	whom	you	have	made	
connections with thru social media (there is a 
WhatsApp group as well as a list serve for OU Executive 
Directors and Administrators). It’s very comforting to 
know that you can send a question out to the group and 
usually receive several responses within the hour. 

•	To	learn	from	the	experiences	of	your	peers	–	
networking with others who may have gone through 
something similar and can help navigate through the 
issue is invaluable. 

•	To	learn	about	valuable	resources	relevant	to	the	shul	
business (Techsoup is a software provider that greatly 
reduces pricing on various software for non-profits). 

•	To	gain	insights	and	ideas	that	you	can	use	to	establish/
increase your credibility and expertise.  

•	To	show	a	commitment	to	your	profession	–	we	are	all	
in it because we love our community and the people we 
work with. 

•	To	visit	interesting	new	locations	where	the	conference	
is being held - I much prefer, as do the others, Florida 
to Chicago. 

 There is no substitute for attending live, face-to-face 
professional development conferences relevant to the shul 
business and needs. When the shul makes the investment of 
time and money, I return to the workplace with a renewed 
sense of purpose, as well as being armed with new knowledge 
and tools. These benefits will help me grow personally and 
more importantly – professionally. 

nicole toledano

 What is quite clear is that each shul has its own identity and 
own way of doing things. It is also clear that we are all dealing 
with the same issues – security, cash flow, active lay leaders, 
non-active lay leaders, relationship between clergy and 
staff, and boards. We had the opportunity to learn from our 
peers – discussing fundraising, conflict management, facility 
management, shul software systems, and security protocols 
and procedures. I often get excited when a facilitator asks the 
group, “who has a harassment policy” - Shaarei Shomayim 
does. Yay – we’ve done something that we have been talking 
about.  We haven’t however, looked it over in a while.  The 
facilitator was able to remind us all that a policy is only good 
if it is distributed, posted and updated on a regular basis. 
 We discussed crisis management and developing a team 
to address it. Some shuls had to deal with floods (three 
times), another one had to deal with a Rabbi arrested for 
inappropriate behaviour, another one had to deal with 
hurricane coming through their city. How do you react? 
How	do	you	 respond?	Who	and/or	what	must	be	 in	place	
so that the shul’s members, staff, clergy, etc. can hit the road 
running and be already set for dealing with crisis?  
 Professional development is and always should be a 
priority. Why: 

•	To	learn	something	new	you	can	immediately	
implement. 

•	To	expand	skills,	learn	more	about	the	job,	discover	
specific knowledge that can help you grow personally 
and professionally. 

•	To	meet	leaders	from	the	community	-	to	ask	questions,	
share ideas and expand on what is covered. 

From the Executive Director’s Desk
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Youth Matters
Ihope everyone enjoyed the first few months of the 5780 

Youth Programming! I really love being part of Shaarei 
Shomayim and enjoy seeing everyone on Shabbat 

morning. I am excited about our events coming up! I would 
like to thank the Youth Leaders in the various rooms:  

youth diRectoR

didi RosenzWeig

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

Youth Program  
Winter 2020 / 5780  

 

 

Join Didi Rosenzweig, Ari Karon and the Youth Leaders Join Didi Rosenzweig, Ari Karon and the Youth Leaders Join Didi Rosenzweig, Ari Karon and the Youth Leaders Join Didi Rosenzweig, Ari Karon and the Youth Leaders 
for a winter & spring of fun and meaningful programs!for a winter & spring of fun and meaningful programs!for a winter & spring of fun and meaningful programs!for a winter & spring of fun and meaningful programs!    

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

Musical Musical Musical Musical     
Kabbalat Kabbalat Kabbalat Kabbalat 
ShabbatShabbatShabbatShabbat    

Stay & Play, Nursery, Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5 Boys and Girls. 
Everyone works so hard and we truly appreciate everything 
you do for the children – Yshar Koach! Looking forward to 
an	amazing	winter	/	spring!	

can you be a gReeteR?
We need volunteers for special shabbatot when we have a simcha or scholar-in-Residence. 
Please contact the office at 416-789-3213.
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by Rabbi Jesse shoRe

Bar Mitzah Program
Our program provides boys preparing for their 

Bar Mitzvah with unique and fun opportunities. 
Boys from different schools come together to 

create a community of friends at our shul that transcends 
the boundaries of the classroom. With the help and input 
from one of our parents, Bonnie Langer, we’ve also made 
fundamental improvements, including lowering the 
cost of admission, as well as creating a Parent Whatsapp 
group to better accommodate families schedule changes  
and programs.
 We’ve had Sgan Rosh Beit Midrash, Rabbi Sammy 
Bergman, talk to us about the challenges and opportunities 
of being a Bar Mitzvah. We’ve also joined the Teen Minyan to 
better familiarize ourselves with how to participate and lead 
Shabbat davening. We’ve played street hockey in the shul’s 
parking lot on Saturday night. We’ve had musical Havdallah 
with Rabbi Shore and Zev Bell, a star in the Teen Minyan. 
We’ve made our own tzitzit and joined the shul in skating!  
 We rolled up some of our very own Havdallah candles, and 
talked with Lauren Shore about what it means to be a part of 
the chosen people. We are also learning about chessed with 
Yakira Began and Yachad. Finally, we are working on editing 
a Purim themed film for your viewing pleasure, and we think 
you will get some good laughs from watching it! There is so 
much more we have yet to do in our program. If you know 
someone whose Bar Mitzvah will take place in 2020, it’s not 
too late for them to join in on the fun and adventure! Email 
rabbishore@shomayim.org. 

shulcloud Registration / login
if you have not already done so and have an email registered with us, please login to your account 
at shomayim.org, set up your password, and look to see if the information that we have for you is 
correct. you can check birthdates, yahrzeits, children’s details, and your account – all the information 
we have for you and your family. Please call the office for assistance at 416-789-3213.
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Bat Mitzvah Program
The Shaarei Shomayim Bat Mitzvah Program is now 

in its ninth year. When speaking to parents of past 
participants, I have found agreement that the program 

has enriched the year of “Bat Mitzvah preparation” for many 
young women. The program’s design was only possible 
with the help of parents and community members. The real 
success is not just the Torah learned and chessed integrated 
through hands on activities, which are both quite remarkable. 
A successful program is built upon the friendships formed 
between young women from diverse backgrounds and 
from many schools, coming together under the roof of one 
shul. Sometimes, friendships develop after the Bat Mitzvah 
program has finished. Girls often point to their Bat Mitzvah 
program at Shaarei Shomayim, when describing the roots of 
relationships with friends outside their schools. 
 Our 5780 Bat Mitzvah program has sixteen girls who are 
creative, fun and excited about learning. We have started with 
our Women in Tanach series - discussing Miriam, Avigayil, 
Batsheva and Esther. We found sources of inspiration for 
Tefillah in rabbinical texts and books by JK Rowling, Judy 

by avital stRauchleR

Blume and Madeline L’engel, while participating in an 
exiting interactive shiur with Zehava Stadler. Enthusiastic 
parents and kids joined Avital Strauchler for mother-
daughter learning and Rabbi Strauchler for father-daughter 
conversations. Discussions on Self-Esteem and Body Image 
with Jodi Katzeff Klein and Mindful Eating with Susan Osher 
introduced the group to topics that are already relevant at 
their age, but are often only presented to older girls. For 
some fun we have been scrapbooking, learned Krav Maga, 
and joined in the Shaarei Shomayim Skate Night. We look 
forward to our many chessed activities, coming up! 
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Teen
Minyan

Teen Minyan is always looking for new members, boys and girls. Please contact Ari & Serena Rubin at  
teens@shomayim.org if you’d like laining opportunities, or to join the Teen Minyan. We also have excellent Middle 
School programming with Jay & Naomi Karon. We’d love to have you! 

Jay kaRonseRena RubinaRi Rubin

Shaarei ShomayimShaarei ShomayimShaarei ShomayimShaarei Shomayim’’’’s Teen Minyan is running the s Teen Minyan is running the s Teen Minyan is running the s Teen Minyan is running the     
Shalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem Marathon! ! ! !     

The Marathon will take place on Friday, March 20, 2020. The Marathon will take place on Friday, March 20, 2020. The Marathon will take place on Friday, March 20, 2020. The Marathon will take place on Friday, March 20, 2020.     
Runners are: Isaac Begun, Zev Bell, Jake Bloom, Isaac Golombek, Runners are: Isaac Begun, Zev Bell, Jake Bloom, Isaac Golombek, Runners are: Isaac Begun, Zev Bell, Jake Bloom, Isaac Golombek, Runners are: Isaac Begun, Zev Bell, Jake Bloom, Isaac Golombek, 

Justin Goodman, Caleb Mansell, and Isaac Mansell.Justin Goodman, Caleb Mansell, and Isaac Mansell.Justin Goodman, Caleb Mansell, and Isaac Mansell.Justin Goodman, Caleb Mansell, and Isaac Mansell.    

More spots available More spots available More spots available More spots available ----    please contact the shul o�ce.please contact the shul o�ce.please contact the shul o�ce.please contact the shul o�ce.    
For more information go to run4shalva.org For more information go to run4shalva.org For more information go to run4shalva.org For more information go to run4shalva.org     

SHAAREI SHOMAYIM TEEN MINYAN TEAM SHAAREI SHOMAYIM TEEN MINYAN TEAM SHAAREI SHOMAYIM TEEN MINYAN TEAM SHAAREI SHOMAYIM TEEN MINYAN TEAM     
Running the Running the Running the Running the Shalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem MarathonShalva Jerusalem Marathon    

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 
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Young Professionals
The Shaarei Shomayim YP community got together for a beautiful Kiddush on Shabbat, October 26. There was a great 

turnout, lots of fun and of course – food! Thank you to Adir & Dara Dishy and Yoni & Bailey Roth for sponsoring the 
Kiddush in honour of Izzy and Bailey’s birthdays. If you would like to sponsor a YP Kiddush, please contact Rabbi 

Shore at rabbishore@shomayim.org. 
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Camp AHS!
Give your child a

S.M.A.R.T.  Start at
Associated  

this Summer!
 

Outdoor Play . Games . Sports .
Yoga . Science & Math Explorations

Drama . Art . Cooking . Water &
Sand Play . Dance . Music .
Robotics . Jewish & Israel

Connections . Weekly Shabbat
Celebrations & More! 

Summer  2020
 

(AGES 2-4)

Sessions:
June 29 -  July 17

July 20 - August 7
August 10 -  August 28

 
*A minimum number of campers per

session is  required

 

To register, email:
camp@ahschools.com

Cost per session:
 

Morning (9am-12pm)
$625/ 3-week session

 
Full Day (9am-4pm)

$1050/ 3-week session
 

Cost per week:
 

Morning (9am-12pm) - $225
Full Day (9am-4pm) - $375

 
*Sign up for 2 sessions or more and get 50%

of your camp fee credited towards your child's
tuition for the 20/21 school year!
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Associated 
Hebrew Schools
Every Jewish child has at least four homes. Their first 

home is their family home, the house in which they 
grow up. They are also entitled to our national home 

of Israel, to their community home, the Beit Knesset, and to 
their daytime home – their school, the Beit Sefer.
 Both the school and the shul are called homes – in Hebrew, 
bayit, or beit – and the two are closely connected. The school 
is called a Beit Sefer, home of the book or the story, and this is 
where children learn our shared story, the story of the Jewish 
People. And the shul is a Beit Knesset, a home for gathering, 
a home for the community – this is where they meet the 
people who are, with them, a living part of the story they 
have learned.
  Both the Beit Sefer and the Beit Knesset are homes of 
learning, centres of Jewish life. Jewish children need 
community, and the community, in turn, needs children 
– we complete one another’s stories; together we provide a 
sense of wholeness, togetherness, unity.
  The Beit Knesset is also known as a mikdash m’at, a 
microcosm of the Temple. This is an apropos comparison 

particularly around Chanukah, when we celebrate the 
chanukat ha’bayit, the rededication of the Temple. This, too, 
calls to mind yet another connection between the shul and 
the school, where we engage in education, chinuch, sharing a 
root word with Chanukah and chanukat ha’bayit.
 In both education and dedication, sometimes the 
smallest thing can make a significant difference. When 
they learn something new, our students, our chanichim, are 
continually rededicated and refreshed; they see the world 
through new eyes. So, too, a small change to our home can 
often be an opportunity for renewal and rededication –  
for chanukah.
 We at AHS want to wish the Shaarei Shomayim a Mazal 
Tov on the auspicious occasion of your Beit Knesset’s 90th 
anniversary. May this be an opportunity for renewed 
dedication in the community, and may we both continue to 
prepare kids for Jewish life in our community, by providing 
them with meaningful Jewish experiences and a strong 
sense of belonging in the many homes we have dedicated  
to them. 

oRa shulman

head of school
associated  

hebReW schools

after-school Program - winter/sPring 2020

tuesdays, 4:00-5:00pm

19 sessions:
january 7, 21, 28

February 4, 11, 18, 25
march 17, 24, 31

april 21, 28
may 5, 12, 26

june 2, 9, 16, 23
$483/child member

$561/child non-member

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON, M5N 1V8  |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  |  SHOMAYIM.ORG

limited space available

register at:  
shomayim.org/form/art2020

shaarei shomayim reserves the 
right to cancel classes if the 

minimum enrollment is not met.

for inclement weather, every 
attempt will be made to  

schedule a make up class.

Please note that there will be  
no refunds for missed classes.

ages 4 to 7



18 winter 2020

Is Our Celebration of  
Chanukah a Biblical Obligation?
Ask a young child whether celebrating Chanukah 

is a biblical or a Rabbinic commandment, and she 
will tell you the obvious answer – it was created by 

the Rabbis! And yet, the Ba’al Halachot Gedolot (BeHaG), 
one of the great 9th century Torah scholars, maintains that 
the mitzvah to say Hallel is מדאורייתא! How is this possible if 
the holiday itself is Rabbinic? And moreover, riffing on Rav 
Yosef Karo well known question about why we have eight 
days of Chanukah, since for the first there was no miracle 
at all, why do we say a full Hallel each day of a holiday that 
commemorates a single miracle? 
 To help us think through the above questions, Rav Shimon 
Bitton points to the Sefer HaMakabim, the apocryphal book 
that tells the full story of Chanukah. There, in Book 2, Chapter 
1, pasuk 21, it says, “And now our souls should celebrate the 
day of the chanukat hamizbeach (the consecration of the 
altar) on the 25th of the month of Kislev… and you should 
celebrate it like the days of Sukkot…” In what sense is 
Chanukah like Sukkot? On Sukkot, a new set of sacrifices 
are brought each day of the chag as a way of marking the 
fact that each day is a unique religious experience, and as 
a result of its uniqueness we say a full Hallel each day (in 
contrast, on Pesach we only say full Hallel on the first day(s), 
since the chag is seen as a whole block without the same 
differentiation for each day). Chanukah, Rabbi Bitton says, 
is similar; that the oil burned each day is not the extension 
of one long miracle, rather each day gave a renewed sense 
of awe and gratitude for the continued miracle in our 
national life. Gratitude is a consequence of a person having a 
presence of mind, or literally being present with one’s mind, 
and recognizing the bounty of what one has. This is not an 
ongoing state but something that has to be renewed, and as 

such, is valuable each time we are able to be in this mental 
space. As a result, each day in which we are grateful for the 
miracle of Chanukah is a separate experience which merits a 
separate, full Hallel.  
 This helps explain the unusual position of the BeHaG. 
Relying upon the ideas of Rabbi Daniel HaBavli (a Chacham 
quoted in the works of Avraham ben HaRambam), Rav Bitton 
says that the biblical mitzvah of Hallel is triggered whenever 
we have a vital need to show our gratitude for what Hashem 
has given us. And since each day of Chanukah is a separate 
experience of gratitude, our saying Hallel on those days is a 
biblical, not a Rabbinic obligation, just as the BeHaG said. 
 With all this, it is the consequences that Rav Bitton draws 
that are most fascinating. If it is true that every experience 
of profound gratitude demands a biblically mandated 
Hallel, this means that saying Hallel on Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
Yom Yerushalayim (and potentially other national days of 
gratitude) are also biblically mandated! Taking this position 
seriously one must wonder: what else are we so grateful for 
that would trigger this expectation of biblically mandated 
Hallel? And even if one said it had no further halachik 
application, either because it only applies to national 
gratitude, or because no other events rise to this level of 
gratitude, it still leaves each of us with a powerful implication 
-- that when Hashem gives us something in our lives for 
which gratitude is the proper response, it is not simply good 
manners or character that holds us accountable. Rather, the 
Torah values gratitude so much that it makes the response of 
gratitude, literally, of biblical proportions. 
 On behalf of Netivot HaTorah, may we all find inspiration 
in the days of Chanukah, and be able to experience and 
express gratitude for the many gifts Hashem has given us. 

head of school
netivot hatoRah

Rabbi dR.  
Rafi cashman
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Thinking Torah
On Wednesday afternoons, we have a discussion 

group about ideas in Jewish thought. We select 
essays and articles on various topics to read during 

the week and we examine them when we come together. 
The topics we have covered so far are: the purpose of 
prayer, the defining idea of commandments in Judaism, 
repentance, the potency of religious experiences, rabbinic 
authority in Judaism, and a world of ethics that is beyond 
the 613 commandments.  
 Much of the material is inspired by the writings of esteemed 
scholar Rabbi Shalom Carmy, the previous editor of Tradition 
Journal. Rabbi Carmy’s writings serve as the springboard to 
launch us into a diverse array of thinkers on Jewish themes. 
A sampling of thinkers we’ve encountered include C.S. 

Lewis, Phillip Roth, and Yeshayahu Leibowitz. Everyone has 
something to contribute to the class. We continue to nurture 
a friendly and adversarial learning process, where there are 
no-holds-barred on arguing our viewpoints, while everyone 
can feel comfortable having their opinion heard.
 Philosophy, and Jewish philosophy especially, often 
begins with questions. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks remarks 
that “questioning is at the heart of Jewish spirituality.” If 
you’ve ever been struck by questions, perhaps you would 
like to open your mind to the breadth and depth of Jewish 
philosophy? Would you like to contribute your thoughts and 
insights to our conversations? We would love to have you 
join us! Please reach out to rabbishore@shomayim.org to be 
included in our group email. 

Thinking Torah
Rabbi Shalom Carmy

chaburah with rabbi shore

wednesdays

weinbaum beit midrash

our class uses thought-provoking passages 
and essays from this erudite and eclectic 

educator as a springboard for conversation.

to join us, email: rabbishore@shomayim.org
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S h a a r e i  S h o m a y i m  C o n g r e g a t i o n  
4 7 0  G l e n c a i r n  Av e n u e  |  To r o n t o ,  O N    M 5 N  1 V 8  |  4 1 6 -7 8 9 - 3 2 1 3  

Delicious lunch 
Friends 
Live music* 
Torah 

*Learn zmirot! 
 Request songs!

Tuesdays 
January 14 
February 11 
March 24

To register, call the office at 416-789-3213

12:00pm 
Main Lobby
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Musical Lunch & Learn

Chessed Committee

Once a month we come together to listen and sing 
to live music, learn some Torah, and eat delicious 
food. Our Musical Lunch & Learn is an opportunity 

for many of us to learn or teach a Shabbat Zemer and 
to appreciate the poetry and understand its words. For 
example, on the Shabbat where we read Parshat Noach, we 
read a stanza and refrain from a popular Shabbat Zemer that 
relates how the dove that Noah sent found a place to rest on 
Shabbat. This was a reference to a midrash that we explored 
and discussed in greater detail. 

Our mission is to help our fellow members in 
times of need or celebration. With the help of our 
volunteers, who are members or friends of Shaarei 

Shomayim, we send out meals and form meal trains at times 
of illness, bereavement or new babies. We send out birthday 
cards to our members who are 80+. We help out the Youth 
Committee on their Chanukah & Chessed event. As we do 
every year, we will deliver Purim Mishloach Manot packages 
and try to visit with those members who have had a loss in 
the last year, or have difficulties getting to shul for various 
reasons. We try to visit or call members who have been ill or 
have difficulties getting out in order to keep in touch. 
 We would like to inform our members of a new hospitality 
initiative from our shul. The Chessed Committee has been 
inspired by other shul’s initiatives to create a more helpful 
environment at our shul with regards to Hachnasat Orchim. 
We will have helpful links for Kosher take out food, and 

 In our repertoire, we enjoy Israeli, English, and Yiddish 
songs, accompanied by Rabbi Shore on the guitar and 
President Randall Craig on the piano. The music helps to 
lift our spirits and encourages us to sing along. If you want 
to join your friends, meet new ones, and participate in a 
musical and Torah-filled experience, please join us! Contact 
the shul office to register for the next program. 

also ask visitors for information about themselves so that 
we can match them with appropriate families in terms 
of age, eating requirements etc. We will try our best to 
accommodate the needs of a few categories of guests.  
For more detailed information please go to our website: 
shomayim.org/form/providehospitality.
 This new form is for those members who volunteer to be 
asked by the shul to invite guests in need of hospitality, when 
the need arises. We are a large shul so there will never be 
pressure to accept a guest when it is not convenient.
 We would also love to have a few volunteers who will help 
manage the website and find families off of the shul’s data 
base, for those needing help.
 Please let Dalya Hakimi, Chessed Committee Co-chair, 
know if you can help out on this initiative, as a host or to 
help in placing guests: chessedhotline@shomayim.org. 



22 winter 2020

 

- 

 

-  

 

  

 

 

-  

 

  

  

-   

-  

--


 

-






 

-
-
-

-
 




 

- 
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Connecting North American 
and Israeli Communities
On January 1, 2020, Rabbi 

Chaim Strauchler will lead 
a project on behalf of the 

Rabbinical Council of America and the 
Barkai Center for Practical Rabbinics. 
Six rabbis of North American 
communities will pair with six rabbis 
of Israeli communities. They will meet 
for a day conference in Jerusalem to 
learn about each other’s work and 
communities. The North American 
rabbis will then join their Israeli 
colleagues for Shabbat, where they will 
serve as scholars in residence within 
their synagogues. Rabbi Strauchler will 
spend Shabbat, January 4 with Rabbi 
Moshe Shilat in Hatzor HaGlilit. The 
Israeli rabbis will participate in the 
RCA annual conference in May, and 
then join their pairs for Shabbat in 
their North American communities. 
 The relationship between Israel 
and North America is essential to the 
Jewish people. Recent controversies 

have led some to question the strength 
of these bonds. The Rabbinical Council 
of America recognizes the need to 
deepen our understanding of Israeli 
religious life, and in turn to enhance 
awareness and familiarity for our 
Israeli colleagues of North American  
religious life.
 In addition, our communities can 
and indeed must learn from and teach 
one other. Most Dati Leumi (National 
Religious) Israelis are not aware of the 
riches, sophistication and intricacies of 
North American Orthodox communal 
life. In fact, the model of community 
centered Judaism is just starting to take 
root in Israel, and North American Jews 
have the potential to contribute greatly 
to this growing positive development.
 At the same time, while many 
Orthodox Americans are very 
connected to Israel and have visited 
many times, most are unaware of the 
real issues with which Dati Leumi 

communities struggle.  
 This initiative will bring Israeli and 
American communities together as 
equals – into meaningful dialogue with 
one another. The initial component of 
the initiative will begin with rabbis. 
Most rabbinic meetings between 
Israeli and American rabbis take 
place around hot button national and 
international matters, where most 
of the speakers are “big name” types 
who speak at the participants instead 
of there being a true dialogue. We 
propose a different model: an open 
dialogue on the grassroots level where 
rabbis from each side of the ocean can 
speak openly, share best practices, and 
genuinely connect on a personal and  
professional level.
 This initiative can greatly enhance 
community living on both continents 
by increasing awareness and knowledge 
that Israeli and North American 
communities have of one another. 

We’Re heRe to seRve you betteR!
did you know that you can now make donations, sponsor kiddushim / breakfasts, make a 
payment on your account, etc. online – right from our website, anytime you want! you can 
also access your account from our web portal. Please call the office to get this access.

donate, sponsor, and make a payment on account 
shomayim.org/payment.php
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Ron cuPeRfain and hyim bessin, co-chaiRs

Religious Committee
The Religious Committee has been busy over the 

past year with our regular work pertaining to ritual 
policies, in addition to multiple discussions regarding 

the Ba’al Tefillah search process, as well as the exciting hire 
of IDF Chazzan Shai Abramson for the Yamim Noraim this 
year. The annual High Holidays Survey process has recently 
concluded, with 151 responses this year compared to only 
108 responses last year. We attribute the higher response rate 
to the survey being e-mailed out an hour after Simchat Torah 
concluded, rather than the next day, as well as to the desire 
of many members to share their positive comments about 
Chazzan Abramson. The results this year regarding the 
davening and the general atmosphere in shul were incredibly 
positive, which aligns with the sentiment that many members 
expressed to us during the Chagim.

 One of the action items that emerged from last year’s survey 
was the need to decorate our Sukkah more beautifully, which 
was done this year. We thank Avital Strauchler and the Youth 
as well as Nicole, for ensuring the beauty of our Sukkah.
 To view the summary results of this year’s survey, please go 
to	shomayim.org/hhsurvey.
 We would like to take this opportunity to encourage each 
of you to attend as many weekday minyanim as you can, 
particularly during the winter months. Please also join the 
shul minyan WhatsApp group by texting 647-404-4801.
 Please contact us anytime if you have any suggestions or 
comments regarding the work of the Religious Committee.
Have a safe and pleasant winter. 
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am israel chai
By randall craig

we sing this song, and understand what it means for 
us as a people. But for me, it is also quite personal. i 
had just recently received an email – for the first time 
– from my stem cell donor. shortly thereafter, i had 
an opportunity to meet him: he was flown to canada 
from israel by ezer mizion, the israeli Bone marrow 
donor registry. without his generosity, i wouldn’t be 
here today: am israel chai!

Hi Randall!

How are you? I’m Amiel, from the bone marrow donation. I 

thought that perhaps I’d tell you a little bit about myself, so 

we could begin to get acquainted with each other – only if 

you want to, of course.

My name is Amiel Finkelstein, 24, married to Reut and 

waiting, at this very time, for our first birth, G-d willing. I am 

an avreich (Torah scholar), studying at Yeshivat Ohr Etzion, 

headed by Rabbi Chaim Druckman, and my wife is a ninth 

grade homeroom teacher at the Ulpanah. I served in the 

army for a year and a half, in the paratroopers’ unit. It was 

in the army that what brought us together took place – the 

donation.

Perhaps I’ll tell you, again, a bit of how it was on my part. 

One Sunday, I got a call from Ezer Mizion, asking me to get 

back to them. Already then, I started getting excited: Maybe 

I was lucky enough to have been found to be a match for 

a donation?  Indeed, they informed me on the phone that 

an initial match was found between us for a donation. I felt 

as if I’d won the lottery, and even more; it was such a great 

privilege. Of course, I did the entire process, which you 

probably are more familiar with than I am, and the whole 

thing went smoothly and easily from my end.

I was so happy to hear, a year later, that the transplant was a 

success! I’ll also admit that I was especially happy to hear that 

you were Jewish. Wishing you continued robust health and 

much happiness!

Amiel

Dear Amiel…
Writing to you has been on my to do list for the last several months.  I can’t describe how difficult it has been to figure out HOW to say thank you for your generous gift as a donor.  Literally, it was a gift of life.
Here’s my story. In April 2017, I wasn’t feeling so well and went to my doctor, who got me to take a blood test. The next day I was told that I had leukemia. This was followed by months of difficult chemotherapy. While I was beating the cancer back, the doctors said that my Leukemia was particularly aggressive, and that further chemo was pointless – I had a zero percent chance of surviving.  My last resort option was a bone marrow transplant, if a donor could be found. And if someone could be found, only half of the transplant people survived two years post-transplant. And only 25% made it to 5 years. As far as I was concerned, 50% was a heck of a lot better than 0%!  

Sadly, no one in my family was a match, so the transplant team went to the world database to search for a match. Of everyone, everywhere, one perfect match was found: you.
The transplant itself was very, very difficult, but it is now in the past, and God willing, I will never need to have this done again. I can share details in another note if you’re interested. I am SO thankful both for your generosity, and also that after two years, I’m still here, with good momentum, and relatively healthy.
A bit about me. I’m 56 years old, but I still think I’m 24 years old. I’m very happily married to my wife Linda for 33 years; we have 3 kids, Sabrina, Jacqueline, and Shale. Because of the transplant, I was able to attend Jacqueline’s wedding a year ago. Thank you again.
I am an author, management consultant, and speaker, but currently on medical leave: the recovery is a long one. I’ve written 8 books on digital strategy, and am now writing my first musical. My wife is an expert on supply chain and is also a consultant.
While neither my wife nor I speak Hebrew, my children all do – sorry for the English reply! We’re quite involved in our Shul, Shaarei Shomayim, which is the largest Orthodox Shul in Toronto, where I am the president. I work very closely with Rabbi Chaim Strauchler, along with a number of other rabbonim in the city.
We’ve been to Israel many times, and look forward to coming “home” again. (I am still immunocompromised, so must be exceptionally careful to not pick up an infection when travelling.) I’m a bit jealous of my children, as they’ve all been to Israel, again, within the last year.
I am looking forward to meeting you, as I feel like I suddenly have a new “brother”.  Who knew that our genetics – at least our blood DNA – would be so compatible? Thank you, and thank your parents!
And thank you to the brilliant minds at Ezer Mizion, who came up with the idea of “swabbing” each IDF inductee for the registry. Think of the gifts from Israel to the world: Torah, Technology, Innovation, Farming, and so much more; we need to add Ezer Mizion’s work to this list. Who would have thought that Israel would be a huge exporter of life itself?

I look forward to meeting you (and Reut) in person: I don’t know how or when, but I do want to make it happen. And I look forward to meeting your new baby!
Randall

Reut, Shira Rachel, and Amiel Finkelstein,  
Randall, Linda, and Sabrina Craig 
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FOOD SERVICE DISPOSABLES  |  GARBAGE BAGS     
AIR FRESHENERS  |  CUSTOM LOGO MATS  |  VACUUMS 
CLEANING CHEMICALS  |  SALT & ICE MELTER 
HOT & COLD PRESSURE WASHERS  |  WIPERS & CLOTHS

WE DELIVER TO THE GTA

Gary Hyde
Office: 416-742-2777 ext. 215

Mobile: 416-275-8936
gary@royturk.com

Your Single Source For Janitorial Products,  
Cleaning Supplies & More

www.royturk.com

Paper Products,  
Soap & Sanitizers

Autoscrubbers 
& Floor Sweepers

Health & Safety  
Supplies
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New Members Welcome
Rabbi Chaim and Avital Strauchler hosted a beautiful Melaveh Malka in their home. It was nice to meet and greet many 

new members and their families, enjoy delicious food and celebrate our growing community. May we become a stronger 
and tight-knit community together. 

We wish a warm welcome to the following new members:
yossi adler & miriam Weinstein 

yehuda & shira bendavid

martin R. & Pamela chasen

Jerome & michelle edelstein

ari & camilla eidelshtein

andrew elbaz & Rebekah Price

abraham elmaleh & naomi benmergui

yaacov & chaya feldman

adam & Joanne franklin

elan hahn & batya berman 

baruch harari & sarah turk

daniel katzin & esther direnfeld 

daniel & orah leah klein

daniel korman & lauren goldberg 

Jonathan levy

edward mccloskey & tara disenhouse

daniyel Pister & nicki Perl

iris Rosenfeld

alvin & Jacqueline snider

Peter tanenbaum & marni appleby 

Jamie & Jacqueline turkenicz

kenny & sherri Wise

samuel zimmerman & Rachel davis

Jonathan zion
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4965 Steeles Avenue West, North York, Ontario M9L 1R4
Tel: 416-745-8518  •  Fax: 416-745-3312  •  www.trustflooring.com
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Beit Midrash Zichron Dov Fall Shabbaton 
"Shabbat Chevron: A Shabbaton of Thought and Inspiration"

Thank you very much for hosting our Beit Midrash Fall Shabbaton this Shabbat. Beyond giving us opportunities 
to speak, you welcomed us so warmly and positively at each minyan, all of us felt entirely at home. 

Our relationship with Shaarei Shomayim remains one of the most important ties we have in Toronto; the shul 
is not only a home for our shiurim and programs and a partner for a rabbinic assistantship, but a like-minded and 
like-missioned institution and trusted friend. I look forward to continuing and building together in the years ahead, 
God willing.

Thank you,

Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner 
Rosh Beit Midrash
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family skate night
We had a blast at our annual family skate night, 
sponsored by alan burger and family in loving 
memory of suzanne burgerz”l. With Parent-child 
learning with Rabbi sammy bergman, special  
bar and bat mitzvah programs, skating and pizza, 
it was fun for all!  

Sponsored in Loving Memory of Suzanne BurgerSponsored in Loving Memory of Suzanne BurgerSponsored in Loving Memory of Suzanne BurgerSponsored in Loving Memory of Suzanne Burger    zzzz””””l l l l     
by her husband, children and grandchildrenby her husband, children and grandchildrenby her husband, children and grandchildrenby her husband, children and grandchildren    

 

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

Skating and ActivitiesSkating and ActivitiesSkating and ActivitiesSkating and Activities    
Pizza Party at Shaarei Shomayim Pizza Party at Shaarei Shomayim Pizza Party at Shaarei Shomayim Pizza Party at Shaarei Shomayim ----    9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm     

$5/Child | Adults $5/Child | Adults $5/Child | Adults $5/Child | Adults ----    free of chargefree of chargefree of chargefree of charge    
Pre-register at shomayim.org/form/skate2019 

By November 19 at 5:00 pm 
 

Bring your own skates 

FAMILYFAMILYFAMILYFAMILY    
SKATESKATESKATESKATE    
NIGHTNIGHTNIGHTNIGHT    

Motzei Shabbat, November 23, 2019 
    6:45 - 8:45 pm  

At Chesswood Arenas 
4000 Chesswood Drive, North York  
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skate night – tribute to suzanne burgerz”l 
by rabbi chaim strauchler

thank you to alan burger and his family for sponsoring this annual program 
in memory of suzanne burger, a”h.

most of the kids here never met suzanne. i want to tell you a little about her. 

suzanne was a wonderful teacher and a loving friend. she loved children.  
she loved everyone. 

she was a giving person who always went the extra mile for others. it is so 
meaningful to remember suzanne with a program like this one. 

children and friends can come together and have a healthy fun time. 

We want to thank alan burger and his family for allowing us – suzanne’s 
community – to remember her in this meaningful way.
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night sedeR
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annual community bbQ 
on monday september 2, shaarei shomayim 
hosted its annual community bbQ on our shul’s 
front lawn. We enjoyed friendship, great food, arts 
and crafts, bouncy castle and games for the kids, 
and fun for everyone! We introduced our incoming 
youth director, didi Rosenzweig. thank you to 
everyone who volunteered and attended the bbQ, 
and helped make it a great success!
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PaRent child leaRning
Parent child learning is a great way to 
start off the new week with fun learning 
and quality family time. With pizza, prizes, 
parsha review sheets, colouring and 
more, children of varying ages can learn 
and enjoy! Please join us for this weekly 
opportunity on motzei shabbat, with our 
rabbinic assistant from beit midrash  
zichron dov, Rabbi sammy bergman.  
for more information email Rabbi bergman 
at sbergman@torontotorah.com.

tot shabbat
if you are a parent (or grandparent) who 
would like to enhance your davening 
experience with your child, there are 
seats for you at tot shabbat!  
from 10:30 to 11:30 am on special 
shabbatot, we provide a structured 
space where children ages 1 to 4 can 
appreciate the choreography, ideas, and 
beauty of shabbat and tefillah services. 
learn fun, new tefillah songs, listen to 
torah stories, and have a blast with your 
little one! thank you to daniel held for 
making our tot shabbat a big success! 
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noah’s aRk live animal shoW   



470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

RRRREGISTEREGISTEREGISTEREGISTER    ATATATAT    
SHOMAYIMSHOMAYIMSHOMAYIMSHOMAYIM....ORGORGORGORG////FORMFORMFORMFORM////REPTILESHOWREPTILESHOWREPTILESHOWREPTILESHOW        

NNNNOAHOAHOAHOAH''''SSSS    AAAARKRKRKRK    
LLLLIVEIVEIVEIVE    AAAANIMALNIMALNIMALNIMAL    SSSSHOWHOWHOWHOW            

SSSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, N, N, N, NOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER    3333    
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you and me:  
inteRgeneRational aRt PRogRam
the you and me: intergenerational art 
Program was held, with great success, on 
sunday, november 24. this was an opportunity 
for children to work closely with their 
grandparents, uncles, aunts, or anyone older – 
who would like to spend time bonding with the 
kids they love, creating artwork and memories. 
make sure to watch for it next year –  it is an 
event you don’t want to miss!
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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90th anniveRsaRy celebRation
Photos Credit: Liora Kogan
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chanukah & chessed
on motzei shabbat, december 14, we made sandwiches and collected supplies for ve’ahavta’s drive for 
the homeless (1), baked cookies for mazon funded food banks (2), labelled candles for bikkur cholim 
(3), painted chanukah cards for baycrest residents (4), donated and organized books (and bookmarks) 
for toronto’s children’s book bank (5), put together a fun art activity for kcc winter camp (6), created 
adorable pillow cases for chail lifeline (7), and packaged gratitude gifts for our city’s firefighters and 
police officers (8). one of the event’s volunteers dropped off the gratitude gifts at the police station.  
he told them about the chanukah & chessed theme of kindness and thankfulness, and let them know how 
much we appreciate all that they do. they were very grateful! 

shaarei shomayim’s chanukah party was all about chessed, and everyone left feeling great for having 
made a difference! thanks to the amazing team who put this together, and to all the parents who came to 
teach kids the values of chessed with laughter and fun!

We thank the following people for their help with the event: 

chanukah & chessed Program organizers: avital strauchler and didi Rosenzweig 

chanukah & chessed committee: ilana arje-goldenthal, lana bobrowsky, deena eizicovics,  
eli Javasky, yael Jakubovic 

chessed committee volunteers: dalya hakimi, miriam allman klein, hyim bessin, Rochelle diamond, 
barbara held, shoshana kagedan, bonnie langer, aurelia ostro, mihal tylman, mark usher,  
blanca zimmerman.
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chanukah & chessed
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yyP sushi night
after a huge turnout for our yP Post-hakafot tisch 
on simchat torah, we are inspired to do more for 
our younger yPs. young young Professionals from 
downtown to thornhill shared an evening at the 
shores to hand craft their sushi dinner. a great time 
was had by all with good food, good music, and 
great company. up next is improv night! stay tuned 
for details. Rabbi Jesse really wants to host a movie 
night featuring his favorite avenger, chris evans, as 
an israeli mossad agent. if you are a yyP and would 
like to join us, contribute to future events, or to 
save the rest of us from Rabbi Jesse’s fanboy ideas 
or his fondness for the popcorn machine he got 
on chanukah, please reach out to lauren shore at 
laurenglassmanshore@gmail.com.
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Walkie talkies

THE WALKIE TALKIES 

RETURN! 

This winter, we will walk through Yorkdale Mall, a fun, grand, and This winter, we will walk through Yorkdale Mall, a fun, grand, and This winter, we will walk through Yorkdale Mall, a fun, grand, and This winter, we will walk through Yorkdale Mall, a fun, grand, and     
temperaturetemperaturetemperaturetemperature----controlled testament to Canadian consumerism. controlled testament to Canadian consumerism. controlled testament to Canadian consumerism. controlled testament to Canadian consumerism.     

    
Good health, personal connections & wholesome Torah can be found here too.Good health, personal connections & wholesome Torah can be found here too.Good health, personal connections & wholesome Torah can be found here too.Good health, personal connections & wholesome Torah can be found here too.        

WeWeWeWe’’’’ll discuss what the Torah has to say about etiquette in the marketplace ll discuss what the Torah has to say about etiquette in the marketplace ll discuss what the Torah has to say about etiquette in the marketplace ll discuss what the Torah has to say about etiquette in the marketplace 
(and the parking lot).(and the parking lot).(and the parking lot).(and the parking lot).    Walk the halls, grab a drink or snack, and weWalk the halls, grab a drink or snack, and weWalk the halls, grab a drink or snack, and weWalk the halls, grab a drink or snack, and we’’’’ll make ll make ll make ll make 

some key educational rest stops along the way!some key educational rest stops along the way!some key educational rest stops along the way!some key educational rest stops along the way!    
    

All ages are welcome.All ages are welcome.All ages are welcome.All ages are welcome.    
        

For details and to register email Rabbi Shore at RabbiShore@shomayim.org    For details and to register email Rabbi Shore at RabbiShore@shomayim.org    For details and to register email Rabbi Shore at RabbiShore@shomayim.org    For details and to register email Rabbi Shore at RabbiShore@shomayim.org        

470 Glencairn Avenue  |  Toronto, ON M5N 1V8   |  Tel 416-789-3213  |  Fax 416-789-1728  
WWW.SHOMAYIM.ORG 

WednesdaysWednesdaysWednesdaysWednesdays    
10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30 ––––    11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30 amamamam    

Yorkdale Mall Yorkdale Mall Yorkdale Mall Yorkdale Mall     
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Phone 416-752-3010   Fax 416-751-0600   sales@canmill.com
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Exclusivity at Terrace Banquet Centre
  Embassy Grand 
  Shaarei Shomayim Congregation
  Various banquet halls in Toronto

Customized creative menu planning with our artistic team of chefs

Phone: 416.638.8381 
Email: naomi@menchens.ca 
Web: www.menchens.ca
COR

CULINARY ENGINEERS
Innovative. Eclectic. Extraordinary

Menchens Catering
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Happy Hanukkah!
from all of us at

Cohen & Master

We work all winter long to 
keep your trees healthy, 

safe, and beautiful.

-Pruning
-Support Cables
-Salt Buffers & 
Anti-Desicants

Contact us today for 
a free consulation!
info@cmtrees.com

416-932-0622
cmtrees.com
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rabbi hartley & stacie Perlmutter on the 
birth of their son, ezra in edmonton, alberta. 
excited big sister is lielle. Proud grandparents 
are Joanne & Jeffrey Perlmutter, and elynn & 
gary rosenberg. Proud great-grandparents 
are mervin & myrna lass, and Burt Birnbaum 
and Barbara. Proud uncles are Zachary 
and mitchell Perlmutter, and andrew 
and matthew rosenberg.

Paul Brown and carol Brown on the 
birth of their first great-grandchild, Betsalel 
maor, born to akiva & rivky Barron in israel. 
Proud grandparents are Bayla & daniel 
Barron of Bet shemesh, and rabbi doniel 
& aviva schreiber of alon shvut. delighted 
great-grandmother is Joyce Barron. excited 
aunts and uncles are uriel, tehila, meira and 
yehoshua Barron.

aaron & Jackie orZech on the birth 
of their son, Jayden. excited siblings are 
madison and coBy. Proud grandparents 
are gary & fern orZech and robert & 
gloria Bielak. delighted great-grandmother 
is marsha Bielak. thrilled aunts, uncles 
and cousins are ilan & reBecca, mia, 
Jonah and BenJamin Bergel; Josh & 
yael, gabriella, hailey and noah orzech; 
nati & rachel, max and ari Philosophe; and  
leslie Bielak.

lexi & roBert kotZer on the birth of 
a son, ellis samuel kotZer. excited 
grandparents are Judy & Brian kotZer 
and laura & david rose. Proud great-
grandfather is andrew raaB.

atta & henry Zieleniec on the birth of 
their great-grandson, nachman melech, 
son of shoshana & Baruch Batt. ecstatic 
grandparents are naomi & Zev rosenblum.

reBecca & Berl nadler and Brenda & 
steven albert on the birth of their grandson, 
adin yosef, born to Batya nadler & matt 
albert. excited brother is charlie. thrilled 
uncles and aunts are ariella & hody, hillel & 
tova, and tova & seth, and cousins are yosef, 
shoshana, rose, adina and shaya.

sarah & david green on the birth of 
a daughter, savannah emma (chava 
emunah). Proud grandparents are marjorie 
& gershon green and Brenda & alan halpert. 
thrilled great-great aunt and uncle are 
viviane & tito massouda.

oritte & ken novack and alison & Brian 
kashin on the birth of their grandson, ari lev 
(Baryl Zev) novack, born to Jordana kashin 
& Jordan novack. excited uncles and aunts 
are corey and daniel novack, andrew and 
morgan kashin. ecstatic great-grandparents 
are miriam mozes, diane novack and marion 
& ron kashin.

farokh & dalya hakimi on the birth of 
twin grandchildren, lev simcha and ahuva 
shulamit, born to isaac hakimi & tamar 
schiller, daughter of izzy & ariela schiller 
of riverdale, new york. excited siblings are 
matan, aiden and gabriela.

liddy Beck & steve gottesman and 
ilene & stephen flatt on the birth of their 
grandson, henry lev, born to sophie 
gottesman & Bryan flatt. Proud aunts 
and uncles are eliZaBeth gottesman 
& Jeff PelchovitZ, Jonathan 
gottesman, madeleine gottesman, 
dana flatt and laura flatt. excited cousin is  
Zoe PelchovitZ.

reBecca & Berl nadler and Jeff & 
rhonda avner on the birth of their grandson, 
yonah Joseph, born to tova & seth avner. 
thrilled siblings are rose and adira. mazal 
tov to uncles and aunts Batya & matt, ariella 
& hody, and hillel & tova, and cousins yosef, 
shoshana, charlie, shaya, adin Joseph  
and abie.

ethel rachel & michael chalom 
touitou on the Bar mitzvah of their son, 
samuel in israel. excited brothers are 
raPhael and gaBriel. Proud grandparents 
are william yitshak mettoudi & chantal maya 
mettoudi, and roger fradji touitou.

Jeffery & daniella silver on the Bat 
mitzvah of their daughter, emily. excited 
siblings are alisha, sorelle and aBie. 
Proud grandparents are Bonny silver, 
arieh glustein and resa & alan litwack, 
and great-grandparents are noreen & cyril 
lax. thrilled uncles and aunts are Jeremy & 
talya silver, hananel segal & sherri 
silver, Zvi & naomi glustein, and gadi &  
atara yunger.

Jeremy & talya silver on the birth of 
their son, avery auBie. excited big sister 
is layla. Proud grandparents are Bonny 
silver and Jeff & marcia shumacher. 
elated great-grandparents are dr. harry 
& helen cohen. thrilled uncles and aunts 
are Jeffery & daniella silver, 
hananel segal & sherri silver, azari 
& navah shumacher, aleeza shumacher, and  
yoav shumacher.

ross linker & melissa lass on the birth 
of their son, riley miles linker, in san 
francisco. Proud grandparents are Brian & 
Brenda lass and michal & Paul linker of 
new Jersey. elated great-grandparents are 
cynthia gasner, mervin & myrna lass, 
and elisheva & shaul kilion of new york. 
ecstatic aunts and uncle are Jordan & 
sara lass, shira lass, and wallis linker. 
thrilled cousin is mia sunny lass.

reBecca & Berl nadler and isaac & 
geri wiener on the birth of their grandson, 
avraham moshe, born to hillel & tova nadler 
of Boston. excited siblings are yosef and 
shoshana. thrilled uncles and aunts are 
Batya & matt, ariella & hody, and tova & 
seth, and cousins are rose, charlie, adira, 
shaya and adin.

Jesse & alexa tePPerman on the birth 
of their son, Billy. Proud grandparents 
are casey tepperman and noel & andie                                                                                                           
solomon. elated great-grandparents are 
Joe tepperman and rica solomon. ecstatic 
aunts and uncles are katie tepperman, 
Jeremy elhadad, and rachel solomon.

rose (togman) & michael heilBronn 
on the birth of their granddaughter, noa 
yehudit gali, born to rachel wortzman 
& tovi heilbronn. loving brother is lev 
heilbronn. elated maternal grandparents are 
debby & howard wortzman. dear aunts and 
uncle are leora heilbronn, mike wortzman & 
dana mayer. Beloved great-grandmother is 
anne togman.

shauna & Jeremy Bornstein on the 
birth of their son, levi. excited siblings are 
hannah and Judah. Proud grandparents 
are gilda & Barry waltman and Brenda 
& eric Bornstein.

avi & sara feld on the birth of their son, 
mordechai lev (levi morris). excited 
siblings are tani and charley feld. 

Member News We wish mazal tov to the following:

Births

from July 28 to novemBer 30, 2019

Bar / Bat mitZvah
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frank & karen ander on the engagement 
of their daughter, tovi to yonatan, son of 
eric Pellow & rachel Blumenfeld. Proud 
grandparents are max & lil ander and morry 
& charlotte Blumenfeld. excited siblings are 
adina, davida and shira ander, david 
and adin Pellow.

elise herZig & ronnie cuPerfain on 
the engagement of their son, Justin to 
orli Bogler, daughter of avi & susy Bogler 
of thornhill. very thrilled grandparents are 
adam herzig, david & reni cuperfain and 
shmuel & shoshana Bogler. excited siblings 
are allie cuPerfain, yael Bogler & daniel 
Bernholtz, and tali Bogler & nathan stall. 
very excited nieces and nephews are Jonah, 
ezra, simone, and ellie.

ralPh & vicky levine on the engagement 
of their grandson ari, son of yossi & malkie 
levine, to elana eisenberger, daughter of 
eli & nechama eisenberger of new york. 
excited siblings are Pinny, lea and chana 
levine, and Baruch and leah eisenberger. 
mazal tov to the proud grandparents and 
great-grandparents.

Peter & adrianne klemensBerg 
on the engagement of their son, Jason 
klemensBerg to laura shnall, daughter of 
Jeff shnall and adriana (adi) shnall. Proud 
grandparents are edit galfi, arlene shnall, 
ruth schweitzer and daniel rozenberg. 
thrilled siblings are ava & naPhtali 
silverman, emily klemensBerg, Joanna 
and Ben shnall.

arthur & Joyce eklove on the 
engagement of their grandson yehuda, 
son of harley & susan eklove, to daniella, 
daughter of alvin & cheryl einhorn. mazal 
tov to grandmother annette needleman, 
and to all the extended family.

cynthia gasner on the engagement of 
her grandson nadav, son of dr. Jon & ellise 
gasner, to Pearl, daughter of Bev aron and 
ken kraft. delighted grandparents are dr. 
arnie & roneen weingarten, issy aron, and 
libby & harry kraft. mazal tov to aunts and 
uncles myra mechanic, Brian & Brenda 
lass, stanley & ellen markin, and 
robert & Julea gasner of Jerusalem, and to 
all the extended family.

david eisenstat & amanda salem on 
the engagement of their daughter, leora 
to Josh stern, son of larry & alicia stern 
of silver spring, maryland. excited siblings 
are ariella eisenstat and Joshua 
eisenstat. Proud grandparents are chaim 
eisenstat, ketty salem, and Joseph salem. 
mazal tov to the stern family.

mindy green on the Bnei mitzvot of her 
great-grandsons, menachem mendel, son 
of rabbi elazar & shira green of lancaster, 
Penn.; and srulick, son of mayer & rochel 
gurkow of crown heights, nyc.

irwin & roZ woodrow on the Bat mitzvah 
of their granddaughter gabriella, daughter 
of scott & devorah woodrow. Proud 
grandparents are arthur & georgeanne 
Burke. excited siblings are eli, ari and leeba.

dr. hal & Julie kershen on the Bar 
mitzvah of their grandson, noam gabriel 
goldberg, son of dr. rachel & guy goldberg. 
excited siblings are lauren and leeya. Proud 
grandmother is Jocelyn goldberg of israel. 

vicky & ralPh levine on the Bat mitzvah 
of their granddaughter chana, daughter of 
yossi & malkie levine. Proud siblings are ari, 
Pinny and lea. mazal tov to grandparents 
maish & miriam shiff, and to the great-
grandfather dr. moshe katz.

yechiel & lana BoBrowsky on the 
Bat mitzvah of their daughter, naomi. 
excited brothers are ari and max. Proud 
grandparents are michael & francine 
goldrich and rabbi sinai & malya 
Bobrowsky. thrilled great-grandparents 
are Pearl goldrich, david alloul, lillian 
Bobrowsky and chaya Popack. delighted 
uncles, aunts and cousins are yaakov & 
tamara and noah goldrich, kayla 
& Josh, Jackson and sadie Bernick, 
shimon goldrich, yoni & esther rochel 
shields and family, mordechai & goldi 
Bobrowsky and family, avrohom & chavi 
Bobrowsky and family, avi & Baila vaturi and 
family, and mordechai & faigie grunwald 
and family.

elan PratZer & malka lewittes and 
michael & karen rosenberg and families on 
the engagement of their children, ariella 
PratZer to david rosenberg. excited family 
members are siblings noam and aviva 
PratZer, eric rosenberg, and ariella’s 
soon to be sister-in-law yael wertenteil. 
Proud grandparents are Betty cohen and  
ida Pratzer.

dr. Jon & ellise gasner on the engagement 
of their son, Zev to danielle schwarz, 
daughter of ronnie and Joanne schwarz. 
Proud grandparents are cynthia gasner, 
dr. roni and arnie weingarten and samieth 
mintz. happy aunts and uncles are myra 
mechanic, Brenda & Brian lass and 
robert & Julea gasner of Jerusalem.

Betty charnaw and alan Burger on 
the Bar mitzvah of their grandson, ari Burger, 
son of Jill & marc Burger. excited siblings are 
lia and Zoe. thrilled great-grandmother is 
margaret frohlich. excited aunts and uncles 
are adam charnaw, lorne & ashley 
Burger, and naomi Burger. late grandparents 
are Zelick ron charnawZ”l and  
suZanne BurgerZ”l.

yaakov & deena eiZicovics on the Bar 
mitzvah of their son, noam. excited siblings 
are aviva, ronny and solly. Proud 
grandparents are nachum & sorel eizicovics 
and sid & denise levin. mazal tov to all 
the aunts, uncles and cousins. happy 13th 
Birthday to twin sister aviva! 

vicky & ralPh levine on the Bar mitzvah 
of their grandson, ari, son of chaya laya & 
avromi kaplan. Proud siblings are chanala,                                                              
Zevi, dovi and reena.

randal & shirley slavens on the 
Bar mitzvah of their son, isaac. excited 
sister is samara. Proud grandparents 
are eric & marsha slavens and arie &  
vera avraham.

reBecca & yissy lauterPacht on the 
Bar mitzvah of their son, asher. Proud 
grandparents are Jacob & Beatrice herzog 
and Jack & ruth lauterpacht. excited 
siblings are tehila, akiva, atara, yael 
and noam.

helene & Bernie green and charlotte 
Price on the Bar mitzvah of their grandson, 
micah green, son of Jared & Barbie green. 
excited sister is miranda. Proud cousins are 
noa, avi, mara, gavin, and mia.

irwin & roZ woodrow on the Bar 
mitzvah of their grandson, shlomo Zalman, 
son of spencer & sharon woodrow. excited 
siblings are yaakov, yonah, aviva, dina,  
and elisheva.

elie & Judy roth on the Bar mitzvah of their 
son, hillel. excited twin sister is soPhie. 
Proud grandparents are simone & Jack 
oziel and leah & steve roth. thrilled great-
grandmothers are mrs. sylvia slomovits and 
mrs. esther Benarroch.

ilan & reBecca Bergel on the Bat mitzvah 
of their daughter, mia. excited brothers are 
Jonah and BenJamin. Proud grandparents 
are gary & fern orZech and hy &  
helen Bergel.

haim & mardi hirshBerg and rick & 
linda dufour on the Bar mitzvah of their 
grandson, simon. Proud parents are eshai 
& renee hirshberg. excited sisters are liora 
and rosie.

engagements

Bar / Bat mitZvah
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rick & yvonne goldBerg on the marriage 
of their daughter, lauren to daniel korman, 
son of ian korman and michele korman. 
excited siblings are carly and daniel 
goldBerg, Jon and melissa korman. Proud 
grandmothers are andrea goldberg and 
sabina korman. 

fred & linda waks on the marriage of 
their daughter, ariel to Zachary tobe, 
son of Pamela tobe and shale tobe. Proud 
grandparents are Bella wolman and arthur 
& Blossom tobe. excited siblings are Jessica 
waks & david goodman, marlie & david 
cohen, whitney waks; and austin, chase, 
sammi and chloe tobe.

miguel & Beth singer on the marriage 
of their daughter, danielle singer to 
Brahm klar, son of Brian & karen klar. 
excited siblings are david, aaron, erin and 
andrew. Proud grandparents are ernest 
& helen singer, Beverly stern, helen 
moscovitch and alan abelson.  

david socken & gale Borison-socken 
on the marriage of their son, daniel to 
amanda robertson, daughter of nichola 

& gordon robertson. elated grandmother 
is donna robertson. excited siblings are 
allan & michelle socken, heather & 
gershon hurwen and chris robertson. 
ecstatic nephews and niece are noah, 
Jake and cole hurwen and ann  
shirley socken.

sheldon & norma finkelstein on 
the marriage of their son, matthew to 
amy elvidge, daughter of carla & ron 
elvidge. excited siblings are richard & 
caren finkelstein, dan elvidge and kaitlyn 
elvidge. thrilled nephews are teddy and 
william finkelstein. Proud grandmother is  
molly finkelstein.

arthur eklove on his special birthday.

sol nayman on his special birthday.

gary orZech on his special birthday.

richard & rena levy on the marriage 
of their daughter, Joanne to adam, son of 
lorraine & mark franklin. excited siblings 
are Jason & sharon, melissa & ran kafri, 
david & robin, elana & lawrence mandel, 
russell & miriam, elyse & michael epstein, 
and Jonathan; and tenielle & Jason goldlist, 
and aaron franklin. Proud grandmother is 
helene Berger. Proud uncle is lionel train. 
nieces and nephews are ecstatic.

richard & irina kay and Jewel & ted 
edelman on the marriage of their children, 
Jeffrey kay to andrea edelman. excited 
siblings are greg, deena and their son Benji 
kay, ari & serena ruBin, and dayna & 
Jason edelman. Proud grandparents are 
trina cleeman and Julian edelman.

Jerry & helen grad on the aufruf and 
the marriage of their son, kenneth to arlee, 
daughter of lionel & esther rosenberg. 
excited siblings are david grad and  
ryan rosenberg.

karen donin on the marriage of her 
grandson, tzvi to noa, in israel. Proud 
parents are cheryl & gerry rosen. thrilled 
grandfather is milton rosen.

marriages

anniversaries and Birthdays
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professionally we serve

specializing in pre-arrangements
905-881-6003   |   www.steeles.org

professionally we care
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daniella silver on the release of her third 
cookbook, Variations.

B’hatzlacha to the students who are in 
israel for their year of study: roBert 
disenhouse, adele finkelstein and 
meir weinBerg.

dr. mark greenBerg for being appointed 
adjunct lecturer, department of family and 
community medicine, faculty of medicine, 
university of toronto; and clinical associate, 
department of Psychiatry / department 
of family and community medicine, 
sunnybrook health sciences centre.

chaim eisenstat on the 70th anniversary of 
his Bar mitzvah.

randall craig, who met amiel, his bone 
marrow donor – a 24 year old former idf 
Paratrooper and a full-time torah scholar, 
who flew to canada from israel.

sPecial announcements

honour the memory of  

your loved ones By 

dedicating a memorial PlaQue  

or a leaf on our tree of life

for details, Please email  
nicole at nicole@shomayim.org

commemoRate youR 
loved ones

marsha neinstein, morley & fran neinstein, 
gary & Judy neinstein, Jennifer & 
robert schwartz, ryan & lauren neinstein, 
lauren ford and families, on the loss of their 
husband, brother, brother-in-law, father, 
father-in-law, stepfather and grandfather, 
stanley neinsteinz”l.

adam herzig, elise herZig & ronnie 
cuPerfain, Jack herzig & heather shay-
herzig, elizabeth swift, tzyduck mandelcorn, 
allie and Justin cuPerfain, and marissa 
and gavin herzig, on the loss of their wife, 
mother, mother-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, 
and grandmother, anne hunni herzigz”l.

sasha gervasi & Jessica de rothschild, 
martin & estelle kosoy, PhilliP & 
ada kosoy and families, on the loss of 
their mother, mother-in-law, sister, sister-
in-law and grandmother, mildred (milli)  
kosoy-gervasiz”l.

the family of ralPh suttonZ”l. 

shira Benson, david hershenhorn, 
yetta goodman and families, on 
the loss of their mother, sister-in-law, 
grandmother and great-grandmother,  
gertrude hershenhornZ”l.

condolences to fern melnick, andrew, matthew and ashley, 
lisa & Jonathan hemi, Jodi & ilan shpigel, 
sandy & david kaminker and families, on 
the loss of their husband, father, father-in-
law, step-father, step-father-in-law, brother, 
brother-in-law, grandfather, uncle and great-
uncle, saul donald gouldz”l.

shira Benson, david hershenhorn, yetta 
goodman, Zelda hershenhorn and families, 
on the loss of their father, brother, brother-
in-law, grandfather and great-grandfather, 
samuel hershenhornz”l.

evvie craig, randall & linda craig, kelly 
and arthur, melanie, david and christy, ken 
and anne craig and families, on the loss of 
their husband, father, father-in-law, brother, 
brother-in-law and grandfather, John  
grant craigz”l. 

david & naomi tal and family on the 
loss of their mother and mother-in-law,  
Pearl tuckerz”l.

sahri & Bernard Baum, Brenda woods 
& stePhen Brown, ahuva woods and 
families, on the loss of their mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother and great-grandmother, 
esther woodsz”l.



470 glencairn avenue, toronto, ontario m5n 1v8
Telephone: 416-789-3213  •  Fax: 416-789-1728
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office houRs
monday - thursday .................................................8:30am - 5:00pm

friday ............................................................................8:30am - 2:00pm

shabbat, sunday ........................................................................closed

Who’s Who
Rabbi ..........................................................................chaim strauchler
Rebbetzin .................................................................. avital strauchler
assistant Rabbi .................................................................Jesse shore
shamash / baal koreh .................................................Ralph levine
Rabbi, downstairs minyan .................................... elliott diamond
President ..........................................................................Randall craig
executive director .................................................. nicole toledano
youth director .........................................................didi Rosenzweig
bulletin contributor ..............................................lawrence savlov

donations
capital fund.......................................................................... $18 and up
Philip zucker torah fund ................................................. $18 and up
Phillip Wintrob youth fund ............................................ $18 and up
Rabbi’s charity fund ......................................................... $18 and up
volunteer appreciation fund ........................................ $18 and up
beit medrash book fund ................................................$36 and up
chessed fund ......................................................................$36 and up
security fund ................................................................... $250 and up
memorial Plaques .......................................................................... $450
tree of life: leaf .......................................................................... $1,800
tree of life: stone ...................................................................... $5,400

sPonsoRshiPs
Regular shabbat kiddush .........................................................$780*
shabbat mevorchim kiddush ................................................. $1,100*
downstairs minyan kiddush .......................................................$325
hashkama minyan kiddush........................................................ $200
seudah shlishit ............................................................................... $250
teen minyan kiddush ................................................................... $200
chessed fund sponsor a meal .....................................................$72
flowers for the sanctuary ............................call for more details
youth kiddush .................................................................................... $54
Weekday breakfast: per day .........................................................$72
Weekday breakfast: per week .................................................. $360
*Partial sponsorships available.............................starting at $195

to make a donation or arrange for a sponsorship, please call
the shul office or go to www.shomayim.org. tax receipts will 
be issued.

endoWments
endowment funds can be set up to suit your individual 
requirements. for further information, please contact the
shul office.w

dates to RemembeR
jan 7 fast of 10th of tevet

jan 14 musical lunch & learn

jan 17 - 18 yachad shabbaton

Feb 1 dr. elliott malamet Pray & learn

Feb 8 shabbat shira / soulful evening of song & inspiration

Feb 10 tu b’shevat

Feb 10 medical ethics with Rabbi torczyner

Feb 11 musical lunch & learn

Feb 17 blood donor clinic at shaarei shomayim

mar 7 dr. elliott malamet Pray & learn

mar 9 taanit ester / erev Purim

mar 9 Purim carnival

mar 10 Purim

mar 11 shushan Purim

mar 23 legal ethics with Rabbi torczyner

mar 24 musical lunch & learn

apr 4 shabbat hagadol / 
 Rabbi strauchler’s shabbat hagadol drasha

apr 8 ta’anit bechorot / erev Pesach

apr 9 i Pesach

apr 10 ii Pesach

apr 11 - 14 chol hamoed Pesach

apr 15 vii Pesach

apr 16 viii Pesach

apr 21 yom hashoah

apr 28 yom hazikaron

apr 29 yom haatzmaut


