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Vishang, a protected area with unique species and habitat diversity
in the center of Karkas altitudes

H. Batooli”
Abstract

The Vishang, part of Barzok - Ghamsar protected area, is located in the southwest of Kashan, in the
central highlands of the Karkas Mountain. lIts altitude ranges between 1600 and 3588 meters above sea
level. Because of the altitude diversity and unique physiographic conditions, it has diverse plant habitats
and unique animal habitats. The most important plant habitats of the region, based on its physiographic
characteristics include rocky habitats, wetlands, streams, river beds, and disturbed areas. In addition,
the most important plant formations of the region are thorn- cushion, Artemisia steppe, and shrublands.
Two widely used medicinal herbs, Dracocephalum kotschyi Boiss. and Thymus carmanicus Jalas, are
collected widely by local people from natural habitats in the highlands of Vishang for processing in

been established at the livestock resting area, which is generally, in relatively flat areas, on the margin of
the Vishang and Darbaryo valleys. On the slopes of the steep highlands of the protected area, various
types of cushion-shaped plants and chamaephytes have been developed, playing an important role in
stabilizing and protecting the slopes. This protected area is a shelter for some rare animal species such as
Felis manul and Ochotona rufescens. Because of the specific ecological conditions, the conservation of
vegetation, plant genetic resources, and biodiversity in the Vishang heights requires specific management
and planning

Keywords: Artemisia steppe, Kashan, Vishang, Barzok, habitat
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traditional rose water extraction workshops. The disturbed habitats with thorny and poisonous plants have |
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