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Data policy

Open Data 

publishing is the 

default.

We have for many 

years strived for the 

free dissemination 

of NPWS data



Data 

discovery

http://www.isde.ie



www.npws.ie

Maps and Data



Protected Sites 

Data & Viewers



Protected Sites
• 431 Special Areas of Conservation 

(SAC)

• 154 Special Protection Areas (SPA)

• 155 Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)

• 6 National Parks

• 73 Nature Reserves

• 68 Wildfowl Sanctuaries

• 7 Refuges for Local Fauna

• ….. and nature conservation in the 

wider countryside.

www.npws.ie



SAC Data Sheets - QIs for 

all SAC sites

Site Specific documents



Public map viewers on 

DCHG web mapping portal 

http://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html



Examples of National Parks & Nature 
Reserves
Interactive Viewers – Ballycroy and Wicklow
Mountains – Story Maps

http://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html



Habitats & Species 

Data & Viewers



Habitats & Species Data

Location for publication of 

Monitoring, Reporting, 

Management, Sensitivity 

Mapping & Data downloads

Publications in dedicated section of 

website (but relevant reports 

usually included in download file 

from this location also)



Irish Semi-natural Grassland 

Survey 

• What’s inside?

Habitats & Species Data



ISGS Download package: Database, GIS, Report & Metadata



Indicators

• Positive indicator species

• Negative indicators species

• Sward height

• Grass:forb ratio
ISGS 

mapping
• Habitat extent 

mapping (HD 

& Fossitt)

• Relevés & 

Condition 

Assessment



Saltmarsh 

Monitoring 2017 -

2018 IWM108

Monitoring of Three 

Annex II

Species of Whorl Snail

(Vertigo) IWM104

Irish Wetland Bird 

Survey 2009/10 –

2015/16 IWM 106

Latest Irish Wildlife Manual (IWM) 

Publications..data to follow 

soon(ish)

Data Request 

process

https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/open-data-policy

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/data-request-form.docx



Coverage: National monitoring surveys may cover most or all of resource or may 
be a small sample of resource
• owing to a variety of factors; vulnerability, available data, pressures and threats, 

budget …

Synchronicity:
• 6 yearly reporting programmes under Nature Directives(Art12 Birds & Art17 

Habitats), but rolling programmes for monitoring surveys. Also a rolling site by 
site schedule for setting site specific conservation objectives (SSCOs).

Sampling strategy: Survey samples typically representative, across the natural 
range and distributed both inside and outside protected sites
• Hence although a protected site may be included in a survey, the targeted 

resource may only be sampled/ partially surveyed within the site.
• Condition may be assessed at a subsample level.

….Consequently there may be challenges when 
integrating data

Data challenges





Upland survey 

sampling 

strategy

• Whole SAC 

sampling 

approach

• Fuzzy 

classification



Data collation and 

integration for 

National 

Conservation 

Status Assessment



Art17 NCA Distributions from multiple sources used to 

calculate 10km Grid Distribution



Selected habitats and species 

public map viewers



Hen Harrier Habitat Mapping



FPO Bryophyte viewer 

& linked taxon site info 

packs



In progress – WMS spatial index of NPWS surveyed areas



NPWS Mobile data collection tools

National 
Corncrake 

Census app

Site Inspection 
Reporting (SIR) 

app 



Collaboration in data 

collection and 

analysis..
Some selected examples



EU part funded LIFE Projects - examples

Living Bog and Kerry Life



Department of 

Communications, Climate 

Action and Environment 

PAD -

ObSERVE Acoustic Survey Lines ObSERVE Aerial Survey Lines



National Land Cover and Habitat Mapping Working Group



National Vegetation Database & Vegetation Classification Tool



Citizen Science



Integration in other 

web tools & 

technologies



NPWS SSCO data in GeoHive



Variety of NPWS spatial survey and reporting data used in ESM 
Webtool (recently incorporated into OSi’s GeoHive)



NPWS Ecological Data – EPA AA Geotool

Aims to help with the data gathering process of 

Stage 1 and Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment. 

Uses NPWS web service with information 

including list of qualifying interests for each site 

and Url link to the conservation objectives for 

each site.

The AA GeoTool allows the user to select a 

point on the map and then search for SACs and 

SPAs within a defined distance/ upstream/ 

downstream of the point. 



NPWS ecosystem services data used in SDG indicators



Your views-
We will be undertaking a 
survey looking for feedback 
from NPWS data users –
interested?



Thank you!




