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These artefacts are associated with the 
Corah knitting factory of Leicester, which 

operated from 1815 through 1999.  
 

Artefacts were chosen to explore aspects of the 
social life of the factory, and are arranged 

according to themes to encourage comparison, 
questions, and the formation of your own ideas 

and conclusions. 
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There was no systematic training 
at Corah until after World War II, 
when large numbers of women 
who had left the factory during the 
war did not return. By the time of 
the 1960s, Corah training 
programmes were being offered at 
the Leicester College of 
Technology and Commerce (now 
DeMontfort University). 
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Photo courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Testing 
 
Photo courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Learning 
 
Photo courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester, 1965  
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Shoes,1871 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 

Fashions 

Social Systems Amenities Fashions Historical Context Technology Building Training Social Events Home 



Styles of 1890s 
 
Images courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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1926 
 
Images courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 

Fashions 

Social Systems Amenities Fashions Historical Context Technology Building Training Social Events Home 



1931 
 
Images courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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1960s     Images courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester, 1965 
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1815, the year of Waterloo    Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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St Nicholas Street, Leicester, in which 
Nathaniel Corah, the founder of the 
Corah knitting factory, lived in 1815 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of 
Leicester , 1965 
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King George V and Queen Mary 
visit the Corah factory in 1919. 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Memorial plaque to the memory of Corah employees who died 
in World War II. 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Visit of Queen Elizabeth II, 1958 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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“The shoes were made in 1871. 
The stocking frame belonged to 
Nathaniel Corah and is still in the 
company’s possession.” Caption 
appears in Keith Jopp’s book 
Corah of Leicester, 1965. The 
shoes refer to the 1871 shoes 
appearing in the ‘Fashions’ 
section. 
 
Photo courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Technology 

Machine not identified 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Technology 

High speed knitting machine 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of 
Leicester , 1965 
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Technology 

‘Modern tabbing’ 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Technology 

Cutting jersey 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Technology 

Computer 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of 
Leicester , 1965 
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St Margaret’s Works in 1897     Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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New building works, 1964      Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Social Events 
 

Drawing depicting Corah annual ball 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of 
Leicester , 1965 
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Social Events 
 

 
Corah football event 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 
1965 
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Social Events 
 

Image courtesy of C W Webb, Corah’s of Leicester , 
1948 
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Social Systems 
 “Let this be our motto so God will 

prosper our efforts. ‘Not slothful in 
business’, ‘fervent in spirit’, 
‘serving God’. In prosperity let us 
not forget Mercies. 
Edwin Corah 
John Harris Cooper” 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, 
Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Social Systems 
 

2500 employees in 1911 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Social Systems 
 

During World War II 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Social Systems 
 

Workflow study 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of Leicester , 1965 
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Social Systems 
 

 
Image courtesy of C W Webb, Corah’s of Leicester , 1948 
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Amenities 

Corah surgery 
 
Image courtesy of C W Webb, 
Corah’s of Leicester , 1948 
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Amenities 

Encore News, the Corah house journal 
 
Image courtesy of Keith Jopp, Corah of 
Leicester , 1965 
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