
May, 1959 

A HISTORY OF TBEATBE ACTI'VITllS AT THE 

UlfIVEBSITY OF KA:NSAS 

by 

Frank I(.. La :Ban 
B.~., University ot ICansas, 19.55 

Bublnitted to the Department of 
Speech and Drama and the Faculty 
of the Graduate School. of the 
University of lfansas il1 p$.l'tial 
fulfillment of the requii'em.ents 
for the degt<ee of Master of .Arts. 

Instructor In C?jirse 

For th$ Department 

fi00 113 97-315-& 
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the guidance;· suggestions and unto1c1·pa.tience otfe~ by 
' . . . . 

1-tr• -Ulen Cra.f'ton; Professor of 'Sp~~ and Drama at the 

University ot ·lfansas, vho supervised. the major portion of 

this stud.y. • 



Th~ purpose of this st-uc'cy has b~en to trac~ the grdW'th a.tJ.d progress 

of theatre and,drmnEL activities at the· Unive;rsity of :Kansas.• It lT1l?- not 

be a survey of the progress of the acadeni9:<'vork · in these· fields, ·. although 

mention o~ curricular vork vill be made . ndW' and then. ":It \till concern 

itself primarily With. the extra curricula:r vork, the production. and. pre-

sentation of pl.a.ya. 
:tt• llas been. M.scovered that sources for acquiring information tor 

thi.s study are not entirely satisfa.ctory. The investigator. has recourse 

to the Lawrence paper (The Jo'Ul"nBl. World) the University :yea.-rbooks .and . 
·•. 

the Uni~~sity new-Spa.per_._. · These· about t4).. •The records._ in these pub ... 

1icat1ons are.noteomplete ail.d insQlne :1.nstE!nces are contradictory. 

Rather than include :material { dates and productions) ilhich a.re contra-

dictory or questionable, only· the :fl:\cts 'Which -aeem to be well substan• 

tie.ted have been· included-. - This bas me.de for a. brief', . but 1t is hoped; 

a fairly e.ocura.te record, 

.• It v1ll be . seen that 1ihe name of Professor Allen Crafton appears 

numerous til'nel? in ·the, footnotes. . Professoi" Crafton was most:~ely-.conn~~ 

with the theatre activities ·f:rom 1923 -to 19521 and the, v.r1ter · has found. 

i•I:. helpful, in some -instances ni:!cesfiflry., to consul.t lrllll.upon certain 

matters. lle himself was unable to answer all the questions asked. and 

bee-a.use of this there .have been omissions vhich it would be necessary 

to fill if this record-were to be canplete. 

Probably th,e most . valuable and important- part of this study will 

be found in the back pas,es under the heading Appendix·At a list of 



plays ~esented at the University. This list has b$en_ checked and 

rechecked and .in so far as it has been po$s1ble to make ;Lt, the 11st 

is accurate and. complete- The six preceding chapters endeavor to 

take up only the more important beginnings, innovations and changes 

throughou.t the years. 

The stuccy- arbitl"SrUy concl.lldes vith the beginning of the vork 

in the ncN Uni~sity Theatre. ~e study', therefore bas no actual end. 

or conclus;LonJ the vork is still going on nth increasing interest. 
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Che.pte:r I. 

F:rQm the :Beginning (1884) to the Fall of 1923 

On Wednesday, October 30, 1957, the University of Kansas football 

coach announced. his ~es:f.gnation vith five of his assiste.n,ts. The head 

football coach vaa one member of a staff, Which :t,.ncluded other coaches,-

who directed the fortunes of the Univereity•s athletic teams. In ad.di:.. 

tion to the coaches and. their staffs a. memnoth football stadium, .a 

2. 75 million dollar field house,_ secretaries, .grouncl keepers, thousands 

of dol.la.t-ia, ,ror.th of. uniforms,. equi1D,ent. and other atbletic paraphernalia. 

supplemented the sports program. at the Uiµ.versity. Ev$1 tho'Ugh the stu• 

dent: b~ ·and· ~c~ty heard.much of.th~ sports situation, 13.tlothet' 

matter had. been world.ng,its vay 1n1;o the hearts and minds of the :r;,eople. 

on the campu,s, for on ltovel!lber 10, 1957, dedication ceremonies were::held. 
'' <'' •II•> 

at the· new Music_-~-_:Drsi:natio Arl;s bu:J.ld.ing., 

.Al.though these were two ililr$ted . events, they can lead W? back in 

tke;t~;a, ¢61Uiaction b~tween theatr~ activities. and sports on the cam.p,is. 
Thi~, ~o~ect:f.o~, took.place on Apri1 25, 1890. A play, --8rWeetpea•,s Pl.easure 

?!l-11>, a farce comedy- in four acts, was presented for the benefit of the 

Athletic Asso~ill.t:ton~ T~taJ. re~e:tpt~ ··1t111~b.-were ;$'30() ·were turned over 
l. . 

to the Athletic .Association. 
• '• I I' 

Again in l.891 drama.tic interests on the campus and the Athletic 

:Association. Joined. hands in the production or Shakespeare 1$ A Midsummer 
•'." . .. . . . ' ' .... 
P'is_l!t I s Dream. This tiln.e the proceeds amounted to. $1,156.00, April 23, 

l. Quivira, l.893 



24., 25, saw the play run at the Ba;fersock Theatre with a matinee per-

formance on Saturday, April 25. 2 

This link between athletic'· ·activities and tho:;e :Lnterested in drama 

was not peculia:,: to the local scene. All over the country, in colleges 

end high achool.s al.ike; )>lays were given ·to :raise ·money for matay reasons. 

"The basketball team has a deficit •• .ihdW ·shall ve make it up?• .iet1 s have 

the department give a pia.y."3 

2. 

A.a ls.te as 1919 ve find a specific example at Wt!.ba.eh College · in 

Crawfordsville, Irietia.na, The one p~y that was given that YetD!, Galsworthy's 

Justice, 'lfa.a given to send the football team on a trip. 4 

So the 'performance. of plays came into -being not sol.e:i.y to have theatre 

expression at the University but to bolster the finances of-~he Athlei;ic 

Association. 

Swee:t?Pea' s Plea.sure Trip lm.S not the first play pe~formed at the" 

University. Back' :i.n 1884 the student yearbook, Quivira, ·maa.e same mention 

of Shakespeare•e Macbeth baving been per.formed on May 7 of that year. 

Someone by the name of l{eene was· 'oonneQted with this · production but 

in what capaci tyi other than 1;1s actor, the reporters f'a.1led to tell us. 

His identity al.so remains obscure. 

The first Senior Class play was given in 1892. On. June 4 of that 

year i!• Caesar Esq. was presented a.nd the Senior Class i,lay w.s a pa.rt of 

2. Quivira, 1893. -- . 

3. Allen Crafte>n and .tessica Boyer, The Complete AcJh Play., P• U,, 
- \i--

4. Prof, Allen Crafton. 



the annual school. program every year up to the last one on April. 241 1922• 

The script -for the Senior Class play of l.892. was printed and ~his _ printed 

copy took the place of the yearbook for -that year; as did the Senior 
. . , ,• . 

Clase play script ot 1894. 

These ~lays ,1er1;: oria,inal.. scripts written by a committe~. of _Senior 

Class members~· (In 1912 the Senior Claes committee idea ·llas discontinued 

and a prize of -fifty dollars· was· .offered :to ·the -student vho· vrote the 

best play for the year. · The viririing .play ws then :r;,rodticed ;as · the Senior 

Class playi ) nte scripts ,rere about stu.d.ents or fa.cult! people· at the 

Uni'"ver~ity~5 The·l901 t7a.e1kex• tells•t\S this -was the studentst w.y of 

criticising _11:fe at the University~ · -(The :19;7 counterpart ·of this would 

be the Rock· Chalk :Revue .• ) 

In 1893, on April 7 and 8;, ve once .again• find theatre aativities 

serving ·the Athletic Association. · Twelfth Night 'WB.S presented by the 

Athletic Association for the benefit ot the G;,ymne.sium Building Fund, 

'11his was to launch the drive for whe.t is today called Robinaon 

G;ymnas1t:imJ hmrever, mia.t" '\,18.S done 'With these profits is not known. Thir-

teen years later the Xansas legislature appropriated. $100,000 for-an 

e.uditorivm and gjiimlasium building "Which was erected bl 1906.6 

In ·the 1finter of' 1897 .. 98 a. small number of students ihteresteci in 

.3" 

the drama held veeklymeet:i.ngs in an old·stonehouse 1!>t.J. Aclams Street. 

Professor· Penny,. a fa.cul ty znember vho lied 'been asked to be -the · e.dyiser for 

the grow-p, was voted the presid.ent of this srna.1.l. c~. The first 

5. JaYM¥ker, 1901. 

6, University .9!, Iransas Catalogge, 1909 ... 10, p, · 40_. 



meetings of .. the .club vere taken up -with ·reviews of .. dramatic· litere.ture, 

reedi?lgs and re~itations~ Before the winter was over the: cuul)· :Presented 

the drama, Money, . In 1898•99 the club_ change~ $.1is quarters to N'Ql"th 
; 

Col:Lege and m~t every other week.· The fe.l"ce, Ml Wite•s !!Onnet, ·was 

presented, :tn · Lawrenc~ on ":' ;November 16, 1898 -and later in Eudora. and , 

Tonganoxie, _Kans~~ This was the fU9Bt ment;f.c:,n. of, a. drama.tic traveling 

group made up ·of. Kansas University stuc,i~nta. , During commencement week 

of 1899:!!, ~~-~was.given an ,outd,oor per:f'ormance.·on the Univer-

sity c~us~ 

Xn ;the year -1899 .. 1900 Syd Prentice ws. ele~ted · president . of th~ club. 
. . 

4. 

That year The School For. Scendal ,-was rehearsed but was· gi~n up :when almost - -
ready for the $ge.7. 

Professor Vickrey wa13 -ma.de . president of, this club in. 1900 ... 01. · 

Several scene:s. from Shakespeax-e were· rehearsed but none .. of them was given 

in public •8 _:. The 'l)X-incipaJ. drema.t:lc event ;t'Ollowing the club i S, orsani-

!ation . ·was ()thello, J;>X'esented. at the .La.'Wl:'ence Ope:r;-a House · ( the BCIW'ersock 

The'3.t:re).,,_March, 1899 ttna·,·1n OlatheJ March 17 •. 

During the period from 1884-1900.more,nnd :w.ore incidents occurred 

to show that -the students were interested in dramatic activity, In the 

year 1896 the Senior 01.a.ss pla:f, 17..e,re.queta, -z-epresented a desire by the 

students and :faculty to produce plays of :tt1ore professional calibre. To 

help them 1•ealize this Misf!l Georgia. ·Brawn, a professional direator, 

-was brougllt, in from Ke.nsas City to direct the: Benio:r Class play. Miss 

7. Jayhe.wker, 1901. 

8,. Ibid .. 



Brawn returned.' to tile campus the· n~1; four yea.t'a to direct ·the annual 

Senior Cl.ass play·. 

· ~the Un_:tversity of Kansa1:1 held its first yeal" of foi-mal ·classes 

'beg1nniJ15 ·September 12~ 1866-.9 l\lighteen· years :e~psed.- before the· first 

dr&iia activity appeared on the campus • .. An, inrreq.uent :play graaua.1;y 

developed -into an annual )?roduction known' a$ the Seb.ior· Class play-~ 

As the interest ;tn d:J:ama activities grew ve· satr the ·-initiation: of a 
drwnat:i.c · club on· the cam.pus and "from this ,ra saw a. •professionel ·· 

o.irector brought -in to give a professional -touch tc, the plays presented', 

5. 

Althoi1e;b: there were no formal. -classes :tn dramat1~· a.i-ts in- the cu."'TiCU:-

l\un. cturing .the first per:tod.:, 1866;..1900, · Ve do find classes, •or the 

beginning of such, in the years marking the seco~d. 11eriod in theatre 

history: -the years· 1901~11:.~ 

1'o \lllderat&'ld ·the facts recorded so fer we must take a look· at the 

social and :religious thought i'n'the yea.rs 1866-1900~ ·The church·~s 

strong,;• it disapproved. of ·the theatre on moral and economic grounds: 

(people wa~.t,ing their iuon:ey on frivolous entertlllimient) , ':fherefore, 

church members and ·respectable people in general, 1ooked down upon the 

-theatre, · · ,Although 1:t "'8-B popular vi th the masses, it had a lov st~'hding., 
.. ~-

and ,ma ignored by educational. :i;nat1-tutions. Four of the first- se'.v-~ 

plays p:l:'ese11ted at the Univers'ity were -classics\ Shakespeare vas 

respected and read, therefore his plays were not considered frivolous 

or degracang~ · It 'must aJ.i.o be noted that availability of o·ther 

9. University of Kansas Ca,talogne, i9()7 .. oa, p~ 5~ 



manuscripts. was aJ.tnost nonenstent e.t that time, another reason for the 

:popularity of Shakespeare. 

The .next part of t~s chs.pter 'Will 1"eveal the first ore;anized activ-
···· . 

ity in drama.tic vork at the University, together 'With the beginnings 

of aco.d.endcwc~k-in this rield. 
In· 1901- the- :f:'-r~t survey ,ros ·taken cf a. theatre audience to deter-

mine wbat: group, ·. o:r groups, con1prised ·the student aud.ienc$. at the per-

f'om.sz1ce of. the Senior Class p1ay, The survey revealed the followins 

breakdovsi of students by schools; a..-ts-,75t engineers-9, la:w-5; fine 
11 . . .· . .i.·-t' 10 arts'!'o, phe.r.maoy-3., ~-llcaJ.•-7, the i,v. al• 105 •. 

On lfovember 9, 1901, · a few students' met 1,tith Mr~ ·.Edgar George 

F:l."8.:2:ier, aesista.nt pro:resso1· or Public Speaking and Debate, and two other 

facuJ.ty members to read. drama.tic seiections fo:r: their own enjo;yment.11 

From th:ts meetin~ the University Drama.tic Club emerged. uThe Director 

·was Mr. Frazier, »usiness Ma.na.sier was ltobert C. l3roolti3, Assistant 

i-llD.8.ger was Ch B. Seyste:r a,nd Ben Reynolds as Property I"1an.tfl2 Later in 

the ;reax club ru;tes 'W'e,:e decided ~n• to· .~~to.bliah a e;tµde for membership 

and cli,ib activities. The first prod.'1.ietion by this·>oluo ve.s James A~ Heme's 

Shore Aci .. ea., on M9.rch 7, 1902 •13 Tb.<f revlew ot this show in the Ja.Mwker 

read, ltSb.ore Acres. :i,s a.. rural. drama t'Ul.l. of _;pathos and intense emotional 

situations~,_; 'nl:ls is the Com.Pl.eta review or comment~ 

10. cT~ker, first edition. 

11. I.bid.it 

12. Ibid·. 

13. Jaybaw'ker,. 1903. 



In 1903 .. Qli. tvo plays vere :presented by the- Dl:'amatic Club which gives . ' . . . 

the indi.cation · that interest in the d:rama was ~wing on the campus~ l!ow• 

ever, afte:r th.is vei1ture the clu.b decided that ttro pla.;,'13 would not be 
attempted. the.following year beco.use.of•a is.ck of funds. 

The?re• vere · occasional profefi:sional · pla.ys being pres~n~ea at-. the 

do·wntawn thes.tr~ It :Ls interesting to note that two · of- the companies 

7. 

a.re given mention .'in the yearbook,, the :Je.yha.t1ker..;. The ,fu-st ._troupe sta.t'red 

Maude Oland.er· in: Itea.rts •~ Trumps_Jh- ·'-The, other company ste.r1~ed ·Yilson 

and Griggs ·1n Sheridan's P.hre.'.ls ~: : W11sov. and. Griggs. gave !)ertoi"lllances 

on atterzi.ate nigh.ts• a:'c. the Sut.tif't Theatre, .. 1200- Tennessee·. Street. here ·in. 

Le.-1.rrE:?nne J5 An :L"l.teresting note about this play j;a that .a :repriut·. adver-... 

tising this play. in t.~wrend.~ was run· in ,the .Jayhawker, of 1904-05,. 

From the· :fall of 1905 through the spring of·-19Q8 a fer .cb.anges' 

took 1>lal~e? The Dre.me.tic Ciub changed. its name to the Masque. Member--

ship in' the club ,ra.s now. d.ecided. by- experience., Students could· not 'becOllle 

merabers until :they. harl acted :Ln a.: p~t in some ]?lay on the CBJ.ilpUB " A 

ca..,nenta.ry on this, si:tt,llltion :might best · be -seen fran a. a-ev:tev which 

appeared in· the 1906 Jayh.a.1-rker a.'bou;li the club's . J)l:'eSentation of !a 
.American Citizen by MadeJ.e:i.ne L. Riley. The revlew says that this shmr 

tt ••• was·the most suc:ceosful ever pi1esented ••• eight of 'the fourteen cast 

members had previous ex,perie11.ce so they ,rere abl.e to 1mt on the ~ay 

'With less ,than s~t·weeks .rehearsels/'16 

14. Je.yha.iiker, 1903. 

15. Ibid. 

16. lbid.. 



8. 

In 1907 the first opera, The Pirates of Penzance; was presented. by 
. .. --------- . 

the School of Fine .Arts under the leadership of l>ean Skilton~ ... Odtlly 

enough the reason for this production was to further educational work 

rather than provide theatr~cal enterta1m.ent. The Schoci!h of Fine Arts 

decided that those students majoring in V(lcal music needed opportunity to 
. . 

stud.y singing dramatic roles, hence,. the first student opera production.17 

The Masque Club presented two plays :tn the year 1907 .. 08 '1,nd planned 

to continue two plays each yee:r: .in the future. 1b.e plays presented this 

year vere Green and !t. Friend '.From lnd.ia..18 U,p to this t:1me no 

mention had been made in the yearbooks about scenery, or the lack of it, 

but from. the pictures in the Je.Y1la;wker it vou.1.d appear that the acting 

was done in front of a simple curtain setJ s.lthough ·the . case probably we.s 

that the pictures were 1:;aken at the photographer's studio as was the 

custon,. at that :time. 

In this same year Miss Georgia .Brown organized the ~spian Dra-

matic Club find t,oolt the position of director.19 The first production of 

this club was Jmnes M. 13arri,e•s !'a!. Little Mini$ter, given on Feb:rua.ry 

14 and 15,.1908., !Cryg1:tt$ for this sh.owvere limited to ·club members.20 
: - ', : ._:.r--·. --.~ :· . 

1I'he·•J~or ti4-ce ~e 1ta ~but :t.n 1907 .. oa on.April 30, 1908. This 

vas an original show by members of the JuniO?" Class .21 

J.7. Ja~a.wker, 1907. 
J.8. Je.ybawker, 1908. 

1.9. Jaybawker, 1909• 

20. Ibid~ 

21.. lbid., 



The following school. year saw the d~opment of' a. ~:l.valey between 

the two existing drama.tic clubs, · the Masque Olub and the TA~spian Dramatic 

ql.ub, with the former producing four plays and the latt~ produc~tng 

three.22 Along Witli this stepped .. up activity, the Senior.CJ.a.ss pia.y was 
" • •,'II•• •. , 

also being presented each ·year~ This number of pla~, ed.~t. ple.ys: mid 

one musical, ws a large increase in the annual number. of'_product1ons 

on the cfml1)'US and. represented a grctwitlg interest 111 theatre e.ctiv:tties-. 

But · this ws not allJ the year .81$0 marked the second Junior Farce ittld. 

a continua.nee of the forei~ ianguagepl.ay 1n 1900~23 

Miss Gertrude ·x-t>Sslel' ·.'came to t~ Univers:Lty as an :Lnetru~tor ;in 
' Elocution 'at th.is tim.~ · mid it "Wa.S' 'Miss Mc,ssler Vho took over the direction 

of . the Masque Club and the plays · thin .·club' preisen~d. She reJ;>laced Mr~ 

Frazier vho ·had·· 1e:et ··the preceMng · yea-r. 24 · 

During ·1909 ... 09 the· first ·use t>£ scenery; in so 'tar ·9$ record.S show, 

appeared in the Fine Arts production of GUbert and Sul.JJ:van; s The 

Princess Ida,25 ........... 
A1though· the·number of plays decreased 'in the 'following year, theatre 

activity continued to gra, as the i"orm:tng of another· dramatic club, 

Red Datdno, testff-les ~· This clu,b· was organized in the fall of 1910 i~6 

22, Je.:rt?,awker, 1909, 
23. lb1d. 

24.. trniversit;r 2!. Kansas. CataloS4e, 1908-09. 

25. Jayhawker, 1909. 

26. Jayha.vker, 1911. 



10. 

In 1909-10,. Ysbrand, a pla~t by the Dutch playw.right, Dr, Frederick 

Van Eeden, enjoyed 1 ts first_ performance in the English ~ge . on the 

University cmnpus.27 Mii?s Gertrude Mossler directed. the P~Y• J:n the 

spring of l9ll a real cHraus was presented. on the· ~am,pu;s compl.ete nth 

elephants, clowns, ~ight rope -.,alkers and two ~.23 C.:. l3~,,Roo.t, 

gymnasium instructor j end his troupe made up Of students in his class_es,, 

aiso participated. in. t~ circus.. 9:he. p\lrj;)Ose ot this . springtime extrava-

ganza vas to raise money for -wom.en•s d.or.mitories.29 

On Februa:ey 12, _ 1912 the. Thespian Drama.tic Club presented. a farce 
• ' I ·•. 

comedy, Billl, ;in. the· new l3owersock .o»era House in ~ence. A.1'.Datinee 

was given on thi.s d$te w:tth another performance that same evening. This 

vas the f:t.rst student production at the University to be directed e.nd 

staged. entirely by a .sii'Udent, a member of the i'b,espi~ Dramatic Club,30 

. Dt:¢-ing this pel-iod (1900 .. 1914) the Senior Class play ws presented 

each year until 'the claa~ of 1913 decided 11ot to :produce a play written 

by one of their . owri· member$•• Instead, they. established a -prize of' fifty 

dollars to be given to the student, in the University vho wrote the best 
' 

:play each year~31 lito printed menti0t1. of the award being given for this 

year could be fou:n.d. 

, 
Jayhawker; 19l0. 27. 

28. Ibict,. 

29. Ibid. 

3.0. Jaybavker, 1912. 

31. Jayhawker, 1913. 



In the :f'ineJ. year of this Be@llentc of theatre history, 1913-1~, 

the three dramatic c1ubs, the Thespian~, Red Danino,_ and Masque,_,tere 

merged into one orga.nil?iation. !!'his new· club was known 86 The B'awk 

Club~ 32 As reported by the members of the three ~tic cl~bs the 
reasons were, "to cut down on ,;wer--pro~Qtion of amateur ;plays and to 

produce at least one good play • -,ea:r," (This second. reason suggests 

that the production of plays had not been very good.~l · 

It Will be remembered that no cla:sses in thea.tre w¢e available e:t; 

the University in the years preceding .1900. The first. signs o:r theatre 

instruction· ·came 1.n J.899 ... 1900.· ~tually, -ao1Wses tbat could :be temecl ,t;t 

beginning-of-a theatre.program were offered under Elocution and Oratory·: 

in the English DepaJ:tment. · ~e first of these qourses vas. titled, .''Scenes 

t'rOill Sbakespear-e and o~r standard authors; :with a'!;tention given to 

stage businesfl; li\onologues and d.ialo~es.i133 Aziotb.er 001,Jrse in-this saD1e 

year ·was "Dramatic Action~' $.no. this course . carried t.he followin,g · d.escr;tp .. 

tion: · · ucomparati~ study of· var:tous systems or e:i-.')?ression~ Personalit:tes 

ot She.kespea:re with theses and itn.persona.ti.onsJ :costume impersonations, 

'With a.ccessories. 11 3~. 

Professor Edgar George Frazier he1ped es:ta.blish the Department of 

Public Speaking end l)ebate in 1903-04.35 Rmrever, this d1d not itm:'k the 

32. Japvker, 1914. 

33. Univerflity .2.! Kansas Catalo@, 1899 .. 1900, l!:nglish De~ent. 

34. Ibid. 

35. University of muisas Catalogue, 1903~04, Dept. of Publ~c S~aking 
and Debate.. · 



um.on of' Speech and Drema "because all. the ·theatre eourses were ottered 

· in the·. School._: of Fine Arts. ~6 · Altb.ouall. .Professor Frazier' taught iihijse 

theatre. courses)he actually w.s a staff member of the'.Depar~nt of 
. ' . . 

fliblio ·Speaking· and Debate •. 

The• first :signs of en actual. ·theatre 'program:· which students·· couJ.d 
• ·'•' I • 

. i'c,llcnta came d.n: . th~ · yett;r· 1906:.07 .- , -:Professor F.raiier vas ; still a.: meinber of 

the faculty and 'elocution coursee '1rere ·.still l.isted unc:ler the Scillool of 

Fine ,Arts• . This •;progra.ui: ·was called .. Jlocut:Lon :a.na :Lt vafi ·a tv'o-yeer 
:progrem.37 · A· desciiption :of this' program'. read 'a.s :f'Ollciwsf · ,tThe course 

i.n Elocution·,covers two yea;rs o:f .regular tmiver.sity' work~ · 'Its purpose : 
' . . . --~ 

·1s ·to train ·students •to become 'intelligent a.rut·effective-'read.era;· :-whether 

ir4 tb.e holne. :or, on •the platf~; · to· :give ·the' ·student. ·an 'linders~dins and 
.appreciation ·of· tl:ie drama, both· as: literature and as ~. tb.eatr:tciaJ; presen• 

te.tion, and to· f.it-ll:imto teach· expression in all 1t·s phase's in schbo:Ls 
and colleges.; : ·A certificate ' 1S given upon 'completion of the two years 

.,. 

course• ·tt 38 . $vidently · this' work ·was- not· ,rort'.hy· Of a degree, but could 

lead to a certit:Lca.te.: 

Some : of the . courses in thi!:3 program v~e, Staging of Plays, $ta.ge 

Deportment, Presentation or Fe.re.es~ and Freeentat:Lon or J?iays·~39 · All 

oouraes '.tiere taught bY Professor Frazier.· 

36_ pniversitz 2£__-~ Cataloe:; 1903 .. 04, J>ept. o:f' Public Speaking 
and Debate.· · · 

37~· Universlt;t: <2£, Kansas Catalogue7. 1906-06, School of Fine Arts. 

,38. Ibid~ P• 281. 

39. Ibid~ 



The departure of Professor·Fr~ier after the school. yes:r of 1907 ... oa 
and. the arrival of Miss . Gertrude :J.bssler produced no noticeable changes 

1tl" the acad.einic .area in regard to theatre. · ~ctually the next change came 
.,. ···-

in the year: of'. 1914-15 --whe:n .l?rofessor Al:-th'1l:' Macl-ttrra.y came ·to the Unive3:-

s1ty and took over·. the -work a.s head of the· Department of Public Speaking. 

Two new theatre.courses ar~ descril>ed,in the cataJ.oe;ue·of:1914~15. 

The aoU1•se: numbers, were 60. and. 61. · · • Course 'number._ 60 ws , ti tl~ Dramatic 

Arts lf: ·Wb.is·•s,a. tuo-how:-· course by- appointment nth .Professor· 

MaoMux-re.y. The description a$ found :i.n: the, ,catalogue . is. as follows: . · , 

"Tra:i.n:.tng.·:1n ·the· iu.te~retat:ion-of' ·t~, ~-mid ·.tnstruction-in· ata~•-

teclmique. , , $taticlard.. arid: cJ.ass:i'c: plays· ·will: b~ ' ~tudiei'.t: a.tid pre$ented;, . and 

eacll' atud.ent v;t.ll be assigned, definite-. roles to ·;tnterpret / 149 This course 

ca.n-ied: a p1'ereq.u±s1te· of -CO\U."138 I;: Oral· .:tnterpreta.tion, ·or· its equi~ent 

in the-d.epartznent.41 .Qo1,1;rtH;? ·numb$r· 61; titled Drama.tic Arts II,· carried 

the prev:Lous' courl3E!- as a ;prerequisite. · _This course 'ti.'3.S similar to- the 

former 'but work involved. was of a, more advanced na.ture. 42 - ~ofessor 

Ma.c?~y also taught this class end it met by appointment'! lloth courses 

-were offered for two-- hour'3 cr¢dit,43 

During the early rears of the century., ·the general theatre situation 

in the country had 'been cha.ng:lng. :L'itol~ance. bad. lessened, the theatre 

!Jo, Uniyersit:, -~- ~sas. Oata.1.ogue, 1914 ... 15, :P:- 16o. 

41. Ibid~ 

42. Ibid .. 

43~ Ibid. 



bad been. accepted. as tnorca ·respectable, the little. theatre movement had 

gotten wderwa.y, . and some of the Eastern schools lr~e inst~tuting 

courses in pla~i ting, interpretation and theatre history. 

The theatre scene at the University renected. these changes.; Mim.y 

plays, other than Shakespeare's,· were ;pr~sented. fb.ere -was a growth 

theatre activity, and an ef':f'ort to produce play$ more professionally. 

Final.l.y, there vas the introdu.Qtion of coutses in drams.tic a:rt. 

14. 

An important deveJ.opnent during the. period 1914-23 1ias the acquisi-. 

t:t.on of' a theatre on the campus. Thi$ was small. theatre, fitted up in 

the ba.sememnt of' Gi"een lJall, with modest~sta.ge equipment, sea.ting about 

one hundred peopleJ it was used as a classroaa for th¢a.tre cl.a.Sees) as 

rehearseJ. :-oam a.na tor i;he Fesentation of classroan playsJ as well as for 

a. ''home" for the dramatic orgarrl.•t.ion. 

In the Sc:hool. year of 1914-15 the Drai:natio Qlub (tomerly The 

Hawk Club), was put uniter the d.~ectorship of the Department of PubUc 

SpE!?ald.ng. 44 This lnOVe, a.long With tb.e establishment 6f a department, 

showed e. .desire to cent~i•e the various areas Qf theatt'.e activity: the 

dramatic club, theatre el.asses, end. productions; rather than letting them 

continue opera.ting el.most JS if tbeywere com.pl~tely independ,ent of' each 

other. l'.n 1916-17 the first ;production after this central.iiation was 
Cover. by Roi Cooper Megrue; :produced at the Bc,wersock Theatre 

February 28, 1917. 4; A new high :must have been reached :1n this production . in the art; of" scenery construction. A, written c~ent about the set 

44. University 2!, trim.sas Cata.l.ogue, 191.7 .. 1.8, P• 178. 

45. JaY!!,vker, 1917. 



offered this extravagant c0Il111lenti·· 0the scenery of the piay was especially 

constructed. and. in every detail wai an exact .copy or- that used in the 

originei limr · York Production. ,,4'5 
This .play had. a -cast of thirteen·~ nearly one hundred -~~r s~-

d.ents turned· ®t for: tryouts,. a :r.-ecord tor a play at ·the. l,Jniversity~ 

·. The .year 1918 saw the ·Drsmatic Club again called lll>On -to help 
raise pincla, .. this t:lme tor the •11Pennenent Xticom.e Bill~!.' ·The·club ~ered 

this request by: :pre$8l'.liing ·the• l}lAy, !11• _ CQlUes !2. st.a,1t7 
This $$Ef year old forth ·¢ollege; the :f'u-st. bliilcUng on th~ campus, 

ws.s torn down.i.a In years before.,. ·drama. organizations scmetillles ~t in 

n'orlh College; ncnr. their aat~:vity was centered in Clreen lraJ.l:.,: · 
. · ,. -No· ,rr.1tten_·l'Afim:tton· co'ill<l be. :f'Qtmd coocerning ~heaire }\ctiyities the 

foll°"'1ng : year. , : The . Ja~ker f <>,r t~t --~ar ·vas -called ~~T'he :~eace 

Edition.,'' : ,~e ottl.y _ referena~ to :i,he. drama: -s thr¾.t Neale C~n, di 

pr;-of'esso~ . in . the -~-. c:,f -Rau.at.ice Xamlguages, vas tnacle: • e. :member of 

.the l'>r~tic, Ql'l,lb. Faculty members, ~s ac!lvisers, -were .eJ..se>_ considered 

iuemberS·Of the,cl-l.lb,4-9 

-~e year .following· "The. P~$ce. ,"Ed:i.tiont• of the_ Ja$!:vker, 1919 .. 20, 

the Dramatic '(U.'1b b~gan tbe ope$tion .of a rather sizeable-task, The 

cli.ib .ata:rted to-· save money 1t1 a ~tic f"und, -the tuna to be held : in 

46. Jap'Wker; 1917 ~-

47. Je.yhawker J i918. 

1i8, Ibid. 

49. Ja.yP!vker; 1919. 



trust by the Registrar of the University. for •" jj •• the building· on the 

campus of· a suitable theatre for· the ·)?resentation of the l1niversity's 

dramatic events ·vhenever the fund· is large enough to permit it."50 

!!1tr6 of the· three playa · presented this year,. !:!:!• : T91e 's .· Tele&'£!:! 

16, 

anc1 !!!t'Rus'band.'s Wife, ·11ere given on·the same bill a.na. part of-the FO'"' 

ceed.8 from these 1;1howo went into tbe•d:ranlatic·fund,51 At this,stage in the 

development of theat:re et the Un::tvereity the· only ftui~ the· Drema.tic. Club 

had 'Were those. that could qe · rais~d by the presentation of plays~ The 

eibrdn:istrat:ton vas · still not ;;,eeay to .grant any 1\md.s tor tbe producing• 

of plays or for establishing e. thea:br~ building on the camput.,. .. 
. · ... Ori January 10, i92l., ~. Gorringe•s ·:rreckl.e.ce by lfubert Davies ifa,s 

given at' the :Bowersock Theatre and. later. on ".:~ i,enjo~d- sever$1 out of 

·town performtmces ,,i152 .. ·· As· 'With other play$ ill the past·, this one '18-S taken 

to···diher··tmms 11nd it i:.might be ce.lled-a ,.r¢a.d. .sltow!''! Rovever; these out-

of .. tawn 11erfo:nriJ.tnces · differed from• the road. show ('\1h1cii WtlS · to be started 

later this year) in that.these pe.rfo:t'JllEnces ve;re.not played on'consecu.-

tive· dates and the students, the cast, returned to Lawreilce. between per ... 
forma.nces. The :toacl show:, in the $ense in which :tt cfuue to 'be ~sed, 

tl'aveled to· e>ther town$ and ,)?erfomed on consecutive days, !lot returning 

to 1'.aam:ience until ail the toms- had· been ;played.. 
'f'I'._ 

On February 213; 1921, Oscer Wilde's The t!F?r'tance gt.Beine; Earnest 

was presented in the 13dwersock Theatre~· In April the play toured Kansas 
. . 

50~ Jayhe.wker, 192(). 

51. l'.bid., 



17. 

:(>la~ in towns ottconsecutive dates, thut3.becomills the first road show 

which was booked for an extended. period of time~53 

This same year Fred Ellsworth (afterwards al~i secrE!ta.ry) became 

a member of the Drams.tic Club and D~a;ne W~ i-1.a.1.ott (late; c~o~llor) 

appeared in· the play~ ?Jt...ecllanica1 .. 54 

The· yeata :r:ollowing the First World W~ were b..at"d ;,ea.rs· in Europe •. 

People were homeless, h'lJllGl"Y a,.nd $1~. : .· 'l"his · s:t.tua.t:i.on was not ignored - .. 
· in this · country. · In 1922 the W0n1en 1 a Student C't0vermnent Association .at 

tlie Univers.:1.ty :presented a drEa@.tic bill er£ ta.re ·called. th~ 1222 Folltes. 

The receipts of, $1800 ver~ used to ·p\U.~cha.se "Friendshi:p Qandles". tor the 

relief or $ta.l'ving · iu:t'o:r;,ean students • ,, · In the same -:,em: tr.f'o other plays 

were produced for e.no-1:.her benef1·t, · the .fund for the theatre building~ 

Again, there· was· no. mention of dollars taken in for this. fund. btt-b the two 

plays. e;i\fen' for the occasion vere· 120,0 Dollars !, Year and: Tlle:. l3iS •I~t~•56 

Tlie Senior,Cl.e.ss play for 19""'2 wi!i.s.!_~egµla.r•Prince,., ·writte~ by· 

Villi.em Brehm. ·• This was the third.· straight year that ~eln.n von :the fifty 

dollar award •for the 'best Gtud.en1; · play~57 

\vhile all this a.ctirti;y vas s<:>1116 on an organizti.t:ton came :into 

being rather quiet1y, callet,1- the Little· Theatre Company, This ,COJl'lpatlr 'Was 

organ:t~ed. by Profes~or Me.cMurra.y 1n .the tall of' 1921. end ·its purpose· was to 

53. Jaw?kerr 1923,;. 

·51t.. tbia ' .,, \ 

55. Je.ybawker, 1922. 

56. Ibid, 

57. Ibid. 



furnish the Extension Division With dramatic talent for its lecture 

courses, and also to pro~de publicity for the University~;a During 

this first- year the ccmrpany " ••• presented. one aot plays and ve.rlety 

n'Ulllbers :1n ttlenty-fou:r Kansas towns. Funds i,n excess ot costs wei-e to 

go to the dramatic f\'ind."59 

ll. A. Shilin bee~ head. of the Depa.x,tment of Pubiic S;pealdng in 

the fall. of 1922. Re bad been de:bate coach tor the pa.st five years 

and now he se~ as coach and department head, Miss Cecile Burton came 
. . . . . ! . . 

to the lJiliversity as ·-lihe drama coach at the •same time. Miss Burton was 
gr~duated from the University of lOlnsas in 19i7 end s~ce her graduation 

had studied. 'With .Robert C'l,lmnock and at t~ American Acaden;y- of l>rematic 

Aft in Ne\f Yorl( City.6o 

Headquarters for the Dramatic Qlub JD.Oved to the liittl~ Theatre 1n 

Green 1tall in the fall of 1922. Rules tor membership in the club w~e 

eJ.tered to :1,nclud.ta peo:pl~·vho ,.-ere inte.reste4 in the "'1riting of &-ams., 
in. stagecraft and stage techniques~61 Origiilally the>FJrema.tiri Club 

had been interested e>ri.l:y in act:t.tig. personnel. 

Aecoriillg to til~ jayhavker, Charl~r:t Gilpin ~ppea:red · in '.Lawrence and 
. ·:; 

stlu'red. in. Eugen~ O'Neill's !mperor_ Jones~. The Jayha.vker also mentions 

the appearan¢e of Olga 1i~troV11 :bi her pJ.Eiy.·!'!!!·lfhite Peacock~•-- ·If one 

58. Ja.yb,a~rker, , 1922. · 

59. Ibid. 

6o. Sa.Yha.vker, 1923 4i 

61. Ibid., 

18 .. 



does not consult the_ records in the 10cal. l18,per, he would beli~ that 
there -were only a fev professional. companies and that _:tµiese gave their 

perfo:rmaJices on the campus. llowever, thics :ts not the case -b~·cause there 

was no campus theatre. For some reason, llOW.' )lrlknown, thEi 3'a.p.wker 

singled out tE!rtia:bi J.)l.ays· for m~t:lon. 

Professor Arthlll.'" »,;~y s~ed. 11s head of the d~t (v~ch 
... ·. . ,, -- . 

:tn 1914 was the Depar•nt of Public Speaking and. l:>ebate) until the fall 

of 1922. · 'l'h«:?. name: ot the department -~ changed to the_ l)epa.rtment c,f -

Public Speald.ng. in l9l5f • In l.922 H .• A,: •$binn 'be~e bead or t~ 

department.: 

Some ad.ditions were xnao.e to the theatre curr:1culum-~. this period, 

the additicm~ • camitig in 1914 ... 15 . 
In Dramatic Club activities 'tre,-find. a broadeni,ng of· the·. scope. ,of 

the clul) vb.en; it started to take in member$ vho were interestetl in 

writing,·. •~gecre.tt .aml stage tecbnigµee i. -· Al.so the extended booking 

for the~ show to plliy on conseout,ive dates ~tits stm-i; in -tW.s 

period e.s . did the Little Theatre Qompany. 

Ana. :t.n this. period ve • .the $tSJ;t, c,f ·a tµnd to _be used-for the 

'building of a t,h~a.tre on the C$npu$, .. Tb.ere ~s no record J7hat :became 

of this in the bus:b1ess office or elsewhere. 



Chap~r II 

Beorga.n1$tion--The First Drema. neim-tment 

· We n~. ·come to a reorganization of the department and ·the· conse ... 

g,uent changes :111' the theatre activities on the cam.pus,· ( 

20. 

In f~e ·~prtng of 1922 Profe-,sor ~Y resigned ,to go. into lyceun 

vork and, ,in .l923 ltt A,-. S1unn left ·to continu~ his ,study' of, law-,· In the 

tall of 1923_ All.en ~aftcm, who had he.a. direcrli:tonal e..-:;p~rience • in, a , 

community J?hea.tre (The l>rairie: ,ayhouse., .. Gale$bu:rg, llli)'.101~) a.nd.:teach-

fng . ex.pe:t-ience .at Wab~sh . and Ca.r+Ert:e>n Coll~ges,.· ·.bec~e head •. of iihe ,:de-· .. 

partm.ent •. , .Chs.ncellor t:u>.d.ley ws much interested· in the -~atre and ·he 

hired. .J1ro:!'esspr Cr~tton :to ~1build.·,Up the d.i-amatic work.!'62 : By.ran (,jil.kinson 

was hired ,as. a . S!$eoh .instructo?" ~d. ~m-garet Anderson a.$ assistant .. instructor. 

The name .of tlt~ ~'.t:·was changed-,to 'the D~elit of,·Speech 
. . . . . . 

ancJ. Drama'fJ.io. Art, ~e obJe~tives of ~e department; as printed in· the 

1923-~4 ca.talog'1e were: •tThe department. ~sizes . speech educatiqn 

generall.yra~her.tban publio .$lleald.ll$ definitely,ancl, appr~c;Lation of 

the theatre arts t:"a:thel' tban spect:f':i.c t:ra~g ~n acting or stage 

production, ltecogtditng that voice tra,in.1.ng, ,d.ia'litnct :utterance; diction 

and othei-f'utl,~n'tals of apeech,forzn-the•b~sis fo:reff:ectivework in 

tea.di~, fo;rensies,. and dl'ama.tio .art,. the. department builds·.:tts advanced 

course.a the speech arts Ul>oli a course 111 the ;principles of speech. 
' W:i. th this course as a foundation, the student nitJ.Y theIJ. continue his 

work in tlJ.e de~nt along three lines: (1); oral inter,preta.tion ot 

62. A Jta.tenent of the College J)ea.n to Prof. Crafton. 



21. 
literature., (2) extempore speaking and debating., and (3) acting <lrama 

and the theatre arts, 

0The_ depa:rtm.f;mt otters opportunity and training for pa.rt:;1,c:ttpation in. 

intercollegiate debate and oratory, and. in production of plays · in the· 
. .. . 63 studio theatre," 

Ten C01U'Se$ :were Offered in the department at this time. A Com• 

plete listing of' all the cours~s for th~ drama curriculum. can 'l;,e toUlld 

at the end of thi~ theeis 1.n Appendix B, 

t1;p to this time the,.-e vas no t1ni.versity subaidy for plays, and t~ 

play director,_ a member ot the faculty, had J;LO control oyer prod®t;J.on 

f'Unds- 'rhere a drazqatic fµnd.1 but .it was in the harills of the stu-· 

dent org6.llize.tion, and the teachel--~ector was dependent on the dram.at;· 
:1.d·:; organizatiQn. (tb~ l>ramatic Club) tor· funds for his production. 64 

ROltever, in the faU. of this ~,, 19g3 .. 24, -t;he Dreme.ti.o ~lub 

plays vex-e· • put .on the EJtud.ent lmt~rise Ticket, the . forerunner of the 

I-D ea:ra.~65 ·(xn ·1957 each student receiv-ed an ·identif:l,cai;ion ca.rd after 

he · had paid bis tuition and· fees .. - This caret woul.d admi1- the student to 
. . , 

football and bs.sket~al.l games., plays -.ilild other activities on the campus . .;) 

The Entextpris¢ Ticket; while not ¢~Sory, met ~ith success and the 

t'h-st play directed. by lirofEtSSOr-faa~\~kversity, Devil's 
_./ 

I.lisciple, admitted. stucleiit~ri.)his ticket,- · Dates for the produation . 

--------..... ~- ...... -·· .. 

63. Univarsity 2!, .Kansas Catalogue, 1923-24, P• ·24o. 

64. Prof. Allen Qraftonli 

65. jayhaj-ker,, 1924~. 



22. 

of this play Y~e· December ;3 and 4 of 1923,' end the play was produced 
. ~- ' . . 

in the Bover~ook The~tr~~ Pr:1.,ces o~i t:l,bkets 1i'ere; $1.00,' $. 75 and $~50. 66 

Another' dramatic orga.nizatiotl 'iki formed. this year, The ·Lmti'ence 

Drama League. The members Of 'th:i.s cl.ub ~ere t~speo~i.e and University 

faculty members. it is mentioned here because this club presented plays 

in the i~eatr~ in Green Rail.67 

Also in this year the proposed opening of· a pew theatre' in'i:;a-wrence, 

the Orpheum, was announced. Th~ opening date was.· scheduled to be in 
February of 1924. (The · theatl:e did open the following year.) The 

Orpheum. va.s to ha.v~ a stage· ere~tea for plays and ·motion pictures; vith 

a seating c~city of about 706 ~ithou~ a balci~y. Tli~ tJrii~sity 

Dramatic Club ~s t~ use "lib.is th~atre iii the future. §8. 

In addition to'the Drams.ti~ diub plays pr~~exited:t:b.is y~a:r in the 

Bowersock Theatre, au aJ.i-wiiversity musical comedy, Betty Lou, ;nis pre.o. 

sented. i~ the Lawx-ence. ~rial Bigli Scliool aiiditorilllll on Decanber 14 
and i5, i92·3. 69 

A group :of five one act· plays was' 'pf~sented in th~ 'Little Theatre 

:ln Green HaJ.J. on December 19; 1923·. These pl.flys Yer~ :put 'on 'by the 

class in Theo~ and Practice of Modern .. Drama, ta:ught by Professor ·craf'ton.70 

66. University Daily Kansan, ~ovember 27, 1923, p'. 7; 

67 10 jaY!!e:wker, • 1924. 

68. Ibid. 

69. Ibid. 

70. Jaybawker, 1924 and Prof, Crs,.fton. 



"~e following year, 1924-25,. w.s a conti~tion of the previous 

year as far as drama activity vas concerned. Two ev-E;!nts stand out in 

this year. The first was the orga.n.1.zation of two scheduled tryouts to 
be held, one in the faU and the other in -the spring, for the Drama.tic 

Club. 71 The second was the opening of the Orpheum. Theatre 1n Le.wren ce. 

The Dramatic C1ub performed in this theatre on various occasions until 

1928.72 

In all, seven productions were presented that sea.son 8nd a bill of 

one-acts in the theatre in Green lia.ll. 73 

In the fall of 1925 Professor Crafton appl1¢d to the National Play .. , 

Tournament at Nortl'Mestern University :tn ai1' .. attempt to gain entrance 

for the Dramatic Club. The application was accepted. During Chri&tme.s 

vacation of that year a one-act ~!Lay, l3ooth Tark.i.ngton 's Beauty at1<1 

Jacobean, was performed at the tourna.tnent by the Drema.tic Club on 
••. f" 

DecE!lllber 30 and January l. The production was e:warded. aecond place 

in the tournament. !rhe University of West Virginia von first place by 

one point. 74 

Also in 1925-26 the Kansas Players; composed of faculty members and 

stUdents, was organized. This group presented. six plays during the 

summer of 1926 :ln a little theatre in tbe basement of Spooner .. Thayer 

71. Jayha.wker,. 192;. 

72. Ibid. andProf~ Crafton. 

73. J'ayhawker, 1925. ,_ 

74. Ja.yhawker, 1926, and Prof. Oratton. 
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Museum. ~ch organitation, the Kansas Players and the Dramatic Club, 

agreed to give two ·plays a year. 75 

In the next academic year s :! ~_Moon, a one-act play· written . . . ' 

by Ernestine Songer, a member of Cr~on ts playw:n:ting class, was pro-

duced 1n the theatre in Green Jtall and later at the annual. meeting of 

the mmsas Authors• Club .• 76 

During the year five dU'ferent theatres of'fered University pro•• 

ductions: Robinson G;ymnaeium., Green llaU,. the ~sock Thea~e an,d 

the Orpheum .in Lawrence, end the Shubert ~eatre in, Kanse..s City.,• 

Missouri. 77 

RobinSon Gymnasium had been used for dramatic productions, in the 

pa.st .but the .. production of A. A. Milne's Dover :Road.presented something . ····,· ·,,··· '. _.---..- ,· . '•• 

new. A temporary stage vas set .up in tlle east end of the gy.ni.nas:Lµm and 
. ' . . 

a proscenium. was Qonstru.cted, from. :which a front curtain ,ms hung~:. A . : . . 

portablJ.e ,SW'itcllboard. provided. the means fo,;. lighting effects . and even 

footlights were :used~ In additi~n. a set vas constructed., not just a 

24. 

few pieces, .but .a, .complete set. !I'he staging ,ms done by Professor Crafton, 

dir~ction by_Roberl Celderwood, who bad. been added to the s~aff in- the 

fall o:f 1926.78 
DunsatlY' s !! ·was also directed. by Rob_ert CaJ.d.erwood ~d it --was 

produced in the Bowersock ~eatre on February 28, 1927, after ·1 ts 

75. ·Je.pvker, l.926, 

76, Ja$i!Vker, 1927. 

77. Ibid., 

78. Jaybawker, 1927 and University~ Kansas Catalogue,_ 1926-27. 
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per:f'o:nnances in I(ansas City. tt'hie play ·w:1.u al.ways be remembered because 

during this production the trouble started between the department and 

the Stage ilands Union. : ····~--

Siilce the campus vas not in the city limits of :tawrenc~; the Stage 

Hands Unioi'l" claimed that whenever the Dramatic Club put tin a play 1n 

the Bowersc>clt Theatre :1n Lawrence, 'Within the city limits:, the group 

became a tra.veJ.iug company~ 'l'llis, the tTnion stated, not oniy·meant that 

the Dramatiti Club must use union meri buttha.t it must ciouble'the inmlber 
of union men to meet union requirements tor a traveling company~ 

The University got a. co~ order overruling the Union decision 

and peace for a time was restored. 

When Fraser Theatre came into use, ·1n ·1928, an agreement was reached 

'Which provided the follortng: if a professional touring company came 

to play in Fraser Theatre, ftrur atage ·hands would be used, and they would 

be split, twci'llllionmembera e.lid'two University people.79 

The same union regulations were to be enforced in the new Audi tori um 

(later Roch Auditorium) were the Minneapolis Symphony -was to perform. 

Donal.a. Swarthout,· -dean of the School .of Fine Arts., wouldn tt meet the 

request of the union. The orchestra, in s;ympe.thy with the union, refused 

to ;play iti the auditorium.. The concert had to be moved to ·the local 

high school in order to accommodate ticket holders~ 

During· the concert, Chancellor Lindley ma.de a speech upbrai~g the 

Stage :Randa Union f~r its action~ Resentment vas high against Mr, 



Hunsinger., president of the union and also owner of a local taxi com~ 

pany 'rhe next day he resigned from the union. 

Difficulties., hovever, continued with the union at Fraser Theatre. 

Many tbreats were. me.de, many meetings he?-dJ at times the union won out, 

at other times the University- authorities, With the disbandment of the 

Lmtrence union (due. to the fact that the Bowersock no longer played . road 

shows) the troubles· were over; but the union situation was troublesome 

tor twelve years:, from 1926to 1938,80 

In the ~sf i927 ;.28, ProfesJo;;. Orafton vas on a lEiav~ of absence and 

. ~of~ssor E,~ (f. Buehler, ~ho bad been added to the statt in the fall of 

1925, was actihg of the de»artment 

An :lmportant event this year was ~e _organization at the University 

of' Kansas of a cbi:Lpter of the rta.t:iorial CoUegiate :Pl.ayers, This was 

the nineteenth chapter to be organized in this country, the first of 

which ~s 3!ounded. at 1ihe t1nive:re1 ty of llllrJ.ois. 81 

Two plays vere produced. this yea:r, The Yo1:ffi:G8st by Philip l3arry 

and Lulu Volllner ts Sun Yi.• 82 

This period, 1923•27; ahO'fled. a g:i.,owth :1n the number of' teachers 

on the etat:f' and in the number of courses offeredJ it established two 

acting grc:>ups, one com,po-3ed of students, the other of students, faculty 

and later; townspeople 'Who acted not only in ~ce, but. took plays 

to Northwestern tl'n1vers1ty, to Kansas City and on tour 1n KansasJ it 

represented an attemp~ to conve;-t the gymnasium. ( tempora:ri:l.y) into a 

80. Px-of. Crafton. 

81. Ibid. 

82. Ibid. 



thea.treJ it. saw tlle administration donating a ·f¢ir funds for pro<l11ct1on 

(these were for the acting class plays in Greei-1 lJall); and it saw the 
.. -
autho!ities coming to·the :aid -~t·the theatre directors' in their diffi-' 

cul.ties with the· stage B?,ndS Union, 



Chapter m 

A Theatre, and A ·Rapid Growth 1n Theatre Activities 
(1928.1940) 

The years 1928-,40 mark the period of the greatest growth. in the 

Utdversity theatre· activities and in curriculum advances which affected" 

theatre wrk. 13eg1nning with the remodeling of' the chapel into Fraser 

~ea.tre, Ye see major advances in th.ea.tre WQl'k including the important 

gra.n,t for graduate vorlt in the ~eatre area in the de~nt. 

By the .fall of 1928 the construction of Roch Au.ditorium was com"" 
., ' 

pleted, e.Uawillg the Hlsie ~nt to . move from. Fraser 11Iell into the 
/. 

new building- ?:'he l>epartment of' Spe~ch and Dramatic Art ¥4 made a. 

suggestion to bave the e.uditoril211i in rraser :remodeled into a theatre for 

dramatic productions~. The r¢ctuest had been granted+ i:rhe old pipe organ 

was removed from. Fraser Chapel and the s~age 11as remodeled for l)lays ,83 

The tu-st dr$Jll8.'tic production at the University was a Sbakespeare 

play. The first ple.y l)resented :t.n Fraser Theatre was Shakespeare's 

Much Ado About . rtoth1m3, offered by a professiona.'.l. English touring 

company,, 1'he fi,..st Kansas Players produc~ion 1tas l:tamlet, perfqrmed 

1n FrafJer Theat~ on Wovember--l-9, ~O and. 21 of l.928}4 (From this time 

all plays will be considered to have been perfomed 1n Fras~ Theatre 

unless otherwise stated.) 
' . 

The other two productions given this year 'ttere ~. Whole Town's 

Talki~, given by the Dramatic Club and Ten :Ni(31!ts !!!. ! Bar-Room; by the 

83.. Ja¥h!:Wker, 1929, and Prof •. Crafton., 

84., Jayhawkez-,. 1929~· 

28. 



Kansas . Players" 85 Also during the year l.928-29, a bill of. on~~acts was 

;presented in the tittle ~atre in Green Hall;; The bill included 

Boccaccio's Untold Tale, Moonshinet and Thank~ Doctor~ These plays 

:were also presented. in Robinson G~sium at commencement time"86 

Miss Frances Wilson was added. to the staff the follOll'ing yea:r and 

she w.s subsequently to play in many F;t-aser Theatre :productions as Vell 

as to star on ~oadwa.y in Harvez .. 87 

Perhaps at this time comment should be made on the frequent partici• 

pation by the faculty in plays ili ~ting roles. Froni the pej."iod 1923-51 
. . . ,. ... 

the f'acul.ty took an active part; ·in •drama.tics. The reasons for this were: . . 

(1) as vith teacher-mu.sicie.ns today, in those clays, a teacher-director :was 

ex.pected to reveal if he could .practice 'What he preached; (2) most. 

members of the staff had 1$1 professional acting experience; (3). the staff 

felt that the st~ents g!dned a certain experience from aciii?ig vith pro ... 

fessiona.ls or near professionals ii · Otten ·the faoul.ty members did not play 

leading roles but character roles which would · have been cU.fficul t for 

the students •88 

On. Februa.i,r 3, 4, and 5, 1930, tsast Lil!!!e was presented. As the 

Je.yhawker for 1930 tells us= '~-' .dur:i.ng :the_,. intermission Allen Crafton 

to* the stage Yi.th ell the. gusto of an ~d-time i.luF.esario and sa.ng, 

'Take Ba.ck Your ·ooldJ r.r ,· 

85_ Prof. Allen Crafton. 

86. Ibid. 

87. Universitz ~y l(a.nsan, May 15.;- 19118, 

. 88. Prof, Allen Crafton. 



30. 
The· year 1930 .. 31 marked the beginning of the occasional. product ions 

of full-length original plays. In the fall a play called The Marked . . . . . -..--.---· 
House by kl.son '.Kent _'.Was given. This p1a;y could be called a. ~Who Done 

It2" in that there were qu,estions about the neme ot the author. It later 
' ' 

was announce(l that Professor Crafton bad ~1tten the·)?~¥!· .. ~other of ~s 

plays, The Scarlet. Dov:e, was presented in 1932. This F()duction received 

e, scathing criticism in .'the t7n:l.versitz Daily Kansan by .the st-aaent,r~rter1 

Gerald, Penny. · , (.According tp -the, al.>.thor, .· the cr1t:tc1.sm :was l)rObably vel.l 

deserved.) • A '.third original play, . Sauce for tlle Gander by Ruby J3ramwell, 

a. graduate of the, University, ·'1as. presented the next year; in. M!.rch· 1933. 

· Beside~ or:1giilal piaye,. the nmber of productions ea.ch year ha.Q. r:tsen 

to si:ic in 1931~32. 'rbis.ws found to-.be too many and:the n~ year :the 

m:miber · -was reduced. to. four~ I:tqwever; : in the spring of 1933, a, .student;"· 

producing. group appeared.,-~~ up :Of:members .of the lte.tional.· Collegiate• 
' ' ' ' -

/· 

.'.nayers vho presented the ,play lroliday •. - This production, which vas 

extra one, w~ dire¢ted, produ¢ed end .acted by the student or~'ifzation. 

It would.become tedious to comment.on ea.ell prod.uctic;m,:whicl:lcon• 

tinued at the rate of four a yee:t:, . · (A .complete list of productiOllS is to 

'be found at the end. of this· thesi:s in Append:tx A,.) . The items ·in the 

:f'ollO)(ing paragraphs are-set d.mm as haviug·samehistorica.l interest. 

tor the presentation ~f {October; .1933)· a .tbree .. piece 

orcht!,stra. ,-was. hired to play an overture and intermission music •89 

89. ~of. Allen Crafton. 



~e. Trial-£!, Peter Zenger, .· an original script by Elliot·': Penner 11 
' . 

an assistant· 1n the J'ournalism Department, and. )i;l.uriae :Rice of ,the ... . . . . 

college· office, -was presented :l.n ?fovember · of 1933 • The · play was based 

on historical records of the trial of ·John Peter Zenger, a ?tew York 
' ' ' 

printer in 1775, <:>n charges of libel.90 j\nother original drama. was 

presented. in the· spr:tng of this .year~ the Hila.ri ties .2! m!!, by two 

University students, Stanley liortsman: and. Jimny l?atterson, After the 

play bad been produced., · HortSllll:in thought ;lt ws such a flop that he 

left the University end, enrolled $.t the University of MissO\lri •. 91 

During ,1931,. .. 35, .since some stu,den,t~ had sUgge.sied the plays were 

beooming too .. high"'bl'"ow, Eva F,if'th, a c001edy vhich was advertised as 

31. 

a II com~dy · as lcr,,r as sea-level" -was given.. 'nle student body, accOl:'ding to 

the review, was pleaaecl. v:tth the coznedy._ One or the_ student actors w~ 

William. Inge vho afterwards became e. Pulit~er Prite Vinning pla;ywright. 

Another original. play Ym.ikee cr1.1:sade, · tbe plot of vhich ;ms J.aid i.n 

Lawrence during the territorial da~; -was presented early.in 1935.92 

Continict,ng vith the 1928-40 period, the ta.king or plays • on tour of 

Kansas towns was still carried.on. One spring Ferenc '.M:>lnar's soph:tst:t .. 

ce.ted comedy Olympia was ],)laYed, at another time Max-well Anderson; s 

controversial. tragedy Winterset• -During these years Kansas Universi-ty 

and the tJn·iversity of' Wichita began the-exchange or plays. The two plays 

90. Jayllayker, 1934. 

91, Ibid. 

92. Ja:y}le:,-mer, 1935, p. 316. 



32. 
jllst mentioned were presented in_ WichitaJQ~:.·the Wichita Plt\yers gave 

matinee and evening per,tormances of !'!!.!, ~-Christopher :Bean, Stage Door, 

and There's Always ·Jill:l.et on ·the·. ~sas ce.mpus. A:i.so m,ring this period. 
• • I • ' • • • • 

theatre. and drailla, courses• ~re tld.d.ed to the curricul.Ulll. By the close of 
•,.. I 

·. \, ,. ' . . .. 
the period, courses were ottered :tn play direction,. acting and stagecraft; 

in pl.fcywriting an~the·hi~tory of the theatre; :in -ate ;research; in 

r$.dio speaking end re.dio dramatic production; and also a. course,. consist-

ing of lecture· an.d .film ;pres~ntation.s; ¢ailed "!I'he. M:>tion Picture," 

Return1ng to :t.raser·.·'ib.eatre $Ud to ~t w~ going on there, ~ing 

the 1937-38 season, ·and Connelly•s Beggar PE lTorsebaclt was pre-
, .. ·, 

senteci for four nights and :~ed. ~o popu.l.ai- that :an ad.ditional perform• 

a.nee wa$ given.94 Bolla Wokl.es, a Kansas Univeraity graduate who had 

had professional experience· had been added. to the· staff, as had s.1.so 

Donald s. fu.xon.. For·the prc>duction of this p1"1. a revolving stage; 

o~rated. by ~a., was· ·constructed by Dixon. It was· publieized as 11The 

oniy revolving stage, s.o ;$1' --~ is· known; -west o:t' the Mississipp:t. ,,95 

Eviden~~ tbe produ.otiont~~,.Fe~nc ·Molnar's L:tliom during the· 1938-. ,. . . . . . . ' 

39 seaqon, was~•t e. ~omp.1.e~e sucib~ss, , The Ja,yhawker reported, 0Buda~~t 

sa~ ~ii~m:~to~ -~_.first i~e in ~9'9 aud.·:OOdapest_.did·not react :ravo~~ 
·ably~.; · So ~be· K.U~ ·. audience1;1. · h$ve· done· .. i;he\ ·s-~•f'.·_: The plEcy-. ·combines 

realism an~ :f'e.n., and i-:~pr$sents. p; ditttcult prol>iem, in direction. 

Rare ·we: quote ~f'ess9r Cra.fton: ·11we couldn't make up our minds whether 

93. . Prof. Allen Crafton. 

gii.. Ibid. 

95. Ibid. 



33. 
,re sholll<l play the play as reeJ.ism or fantasy. So we gave a confused play 

which was not clear to the audience lUQre than it -was to us.11 

On February go, l.939,- -Cum Laude, an or1ginai revu~, vas presented.· 
.. . ----- . , ... 

:1n Fraser '.J:'hea.tre. This shov provided l('ansa;s Uni~sity Vith a song that 
. ' 

has since become one of the accepted Univer'3ity songs, "Onward Xanse.s"., 

and ·was wr:ttten for the revue by Crafton and Jack Wfer:, a senior in.the 
6 college.9 

During this year a compe:rative study w.s made of theatre atten&mce 

at the Uni~rsi ty :1n J.923 and 1939. FiS\U"es sh,awed that the annual. com~ 

bined audience for plays .(two yere given) was approxil:Qa.tely 1600 in 1.923. 
By 1939 the annual. thee.tr~ attendance (four plays :were given) had reached 

9,000.97 

Deane W. Malott became chancellor of the University in the fall of 

1938. Chancelloi- Malott ws cold to tb.e theatre when he first c•· to 

the campus and 1;he theatre again had to justify itself. 98 
O;peniug the 1939 .. 40 .season was Eugene o•:Seill •s :Emperor Jones. 

For a second. time a predatninatly negro cast was used in a play. (The 

first was Com~ Seven, prestmted ill 1930.) Bolla Nuckles directed ·the 

play and. ~orenzo Fuller, afterwards an important singing-actor figure on 

Broadway., played the part of Emperor Jones; On the same bill William 

Saroyan• s !t Rea.rt.• s .!a the Hi~ was fpresented. Contrary to expecta-

tions, Saroyan's play ,ws much more popular than O il{eill 's,. 99 

96. Jaybawker, l.939 • 

97. Ibid. 

98- Pt-of. Crafton. 

99. Ibid. 



An intere~ting _''Who _Done :rttu __ opened. on December 12, 1939, and t.his 

·-play had a unique ending. A jury was se:tected. from the· audience. The 
''• 

jury sat on the stage, and listened to the prosecution and defense_ of the 

prisoner. After the prosecuting and defending attorneys had presented_ . 

their cases, the jury retired and brought ;ln its verdict. There were tvo 

endings to the play, and.· the . ca.st· baa- to• plo.y the C;!n<ling vhich corre• 

sponded to·.the ·JUi"Yis verdict. From®. audience standpoint the;play was a 

novel_ stage:_ ~Xperience, On two··occasions the jury rend.erect· a·.verdict of 

gull ty ~·on the 9th.er wo occaJSions the verdict. x-endered. was Jµ)t · 
•-··. 100 guilty. :, 

~se years sl1,oved·a steady advance in ·drama.tic interest.at the 
. . ' . . 

Univere1t~ (as ·revealed by the :Increasing attendance), in ·the acquisition 

of au e.d.eg,uate theatre, in the .number of departinent staff' members ,,ho 

assisted ill prOduction ,tork (Rob.~rt 03-lcienro_od-had. been added on the staff, 

then· Miss -~ilson ·wo •s :replaced 'by Bolla ituck:Les) and Don Dixon vho was, 

to a -~egree, the .-~tecli'¢cs.1 clirector of Fraser~ At the close ot this.· 

period,. according to Profe$sor Crafton, more students vere attending the 
' _,.,\. . . 

plays than ·other gen.erai Uiu:vers:l ty acitivi ty, with the exception of 

the basketball.:. games. 

100,. Prof. · Crafton. 



Chapter·xv 

War Years and. Retrogression., 1940-1945 

A new chancellor, the Second World War, and the drop iQ JDSJ.e 

student enrollm.ents did ~ch to slmr the progress of the theatre in 

the years 1940 ... 4:5,,_ With fewer enrollments ·came a cut in funds which 

amounted to about fifty per cen~. Tll.e steady decline male students 

it eventually necessary to produce plays which required. all f$l1Bl.e 

casts.lOl. 

The four ple.ys presented. in the Yee:' 194o--41 were Cock Robin, _,2!! 

35. 

With the Show •. White Win$!!, and Cradle !2!S.• .Qa. lfith .!l'he ShdW" w.as a 

musical prOduced :l.n *Y of 1941 with words and mu.sic 'Written by ~fessor 

Craf'ton~102 

The- United States entered the Second World War on December 7, 1941. 

1iro days Elfter the Japanese attack on Pearl Ra.rbor Thunder_.Roek opened 

in FraseJ;"" Theatre.- Since the l)l.ay dealt ,rith men who fe1t overwhelm.ed by 

the chaos the vorl.d was in two and. one-half years prior to Hitler as ~ttack 

on Poland, the pay•~ message seemed to strike llame very effectively.103 

The n~ prod.uc~ion ~t year was 'l'weif'th lfisgt, presented by a 

»rofeiss1onal.. tou:ring COll1p8.ny and. sponsored by thE! depa.rtment. lt may 

be mentioned. that sewral times i;hro'llghout its history the depa.rlment 

sponsored a professional. com.J;>8nY. Among such were i'he i'heatre Guild; s . 
production of Sba.w's ~_Doctor's Dilemma; the Provincetown Playhouse 

l.Ol. Prot. Crafto~. 

102. JayPB.wker, 1941. 

103 • Ja:yhawker, l.942 • 



in Paul Green's In Abraham•s· l3osom and the· l3arter Theatre in The Merchant 
·, ..... . ,.. . .....,... __ ................... 

of Venice., -·-·--
A group of eighty University students, usitlg their mm money and 

calling themselvea the l>ramatic Workshop, pr.esented the last play of the 

year, Wight~ Foll, on May 4, 1942~ rus group 'W8.S formed to give stu.-

del'l.ts who had not been in any plays' a chance to act-104 -. Later, in 1943-44, 

the Ja;JbaW,ker: mentions -~ Dramatic Workshop had. only women members that 

year but there· is no further reco:i:-d. that this ·group--prod.uced. any plays 

other tban· the on~ a.treacly men;.~oned.~ 

011 October. 26, 1942, ·the Don Cossact Chorus appeared. in Hoch Auditorium~ 

On the stmie n,ight a variet;y:mov:, Meetthe-Ta.lent, opened -inFre.aerThea.tre -~.......... . 

draw1rig onLY ·750 ·people in ·total attenaance for three nights •1~5 . This ;ts 

an ~le of the deciine in theatre attendance during the fo1.1r ira.r· years, 

"1941-45.~ startitls ltith the -year 1941-42 and running through 1944 .. 45 

total attendance decreased steed~1.y each year, The attendance figures for 

each of"· these ~s in order w.s 2900., 2300, 1900 and 1500.106 As a. 

compa.r;i.son, tb,e·~ 1939 .. 40 .saw sevfjnteen nights of performs.nae :ln 

Fraser !thee.tr~ '!d1m- tiftel9rl at them complete sellouts •107 

For ~he· fh-st tili'le s:i.uce its origin no sea.son tickets ·vere offered to 

the general. pu~l.io · 1n 1943 .. 44 thu.s showing a continuance in the- decline 

of tb.eat:re aciii'V'ity on the campus~· Only two plays vere presented that 

104, University .!!:f!:Z ~san, May 5, 1942; P• l.-

105 • Je.ybmrlre.r, 1943 and Prof. Crafton.: 

106~ Ibid. 



yea.ri Ia<lies Retifemelit with e. cast ~i six WOmEm and one man ~a 
· Close Qtiarters; . the· latter being a two cb.ar~cter drama acted by .Professor 

·. and' r.fi.s. Cra.-rte>n.108' , b though the' following year. saw the' ~st peace-

' ful Christmas celebrat~J by the people 1n thi~ '~k,try since the United 
I , 

•:.-. '.,. ,,. ,:: 

i>l8¥8' per' rer~· ' This year the, ~s' F~sented were !!!. Yeaterpg, 
• • I • , 

an. original. eJ.i-g~l :f'Q-ce. c~d;y' by ptofessot Cra.f't;on (written because he 

'had only,gb-i actor~; aµa';iays with e.U~girl ca~t~/,rere ~d. t~ 0find), 

and a cutting ot Ma6~th,, the htter: pr~sfmteil ~ithout admit~ce ~ge .109 

Although:the··generai.'· theatre e.ctiv'.ity dearearjed 1:during ·the var years, 

new courses wei-e 'added . to' tb,e :curriClll.tim.. In \~: fill of l94o the depart-
' 0 ' ' ' 

ment was granted' ari'MA De~ee. Also the co~~es 'sM.gecraft;; i'hesis; · Ad, ... 

vancea. :eiay P.roduction: ·eia Special. ln ~~::,$rid ;~a~ 
·accepted by thJ Utii~tit.ty; Accorcling. to. ihe ~tlU.o©te xor i94o ... 41 the 
~urse, St~ffl :en~sed~ 11sceilery design; constructi~n and painting; 

. . ' . ·· .. 

lighting equipment and opera1;;t.onJ mak~~,ip; the restatement of the written 
. . .· 

in:st~' 1;erni$. '_Assistance in staging of pul,lic ~s-." Th~ last 

three -~ur.ses mentioned. were grad.uate courses. ' 
' . 

;;=t might' be ,said.' that ,the w"lU"· years x-e~se~ted' a. period of marking 
.. ' . ' . . . ''•:, . 

time. 'lhe theitre ~- we:~· Otlrlailea, 'ictors were scatce, and the 
. . ' .. :• • . . ,.',:. • .... • .. •\·.,J' 

$,udienc~s d.ecre~ed.. : The· q.epa.rtment ·ca.iTied on anfadded to _its ::~iculum 

but the 1iheatre pro,:µ-am ~' of' lldnor interest and.· minor importance among 

camptU:I activities. 

108. );'rot', Craft.on. 

109, Jayhe.wke:r1 194!;1 and Prof. Crafton. 



Chapter V 

Renewed Interest· and Fu:t•ther l?rogress (194!J•l951) 

A new era 1n the d~nt; mm:'ked by a steadily growing faculty, 

development· of the field of speech correction, a gi.•ow:ir,Lg number of 

majors, a.nd a return, 'With renett¢<1 interest, to the four productions per 

year theatre program: these things cbaracterite the period. of 1945-51:. 
The first year :t.n tlrls new era, 1945-46, four plays vere presented .. 

They were, Night Must FaJl, Ray 1ewr, Skin£! Our Teeth and. Hol1da:y}10· 

Continuing vith four plays each season the next yee.r sm4' Be&¥:£ £!!. Rorse-

bo.ck, ~. Pazcock, (Yb+ch vas tbe .lOOth play presented at the 

University since. Professor Cra:f'to~ came to the school in the fall of 

1923) !, Midsummer Nightie. Dream!!'~- Double Do~r,~~ 

We Gaw a steady decline in the~tre activity a.swell as in theatre 

attendance during the var years.. If there was any doubt ab~t a reaovery 

for the theatre program on the campus, the first production of 1947 -~ 

removed all questions regarding this recovery. The play, Maxw'ell Anderson 1 s 

.2! ·Lorraine, open~ in Fraser on Oc~ober 20, 1947; and. ran for four 

nights. 1'tenty-f1ve hundred people ·tlsinmed the theatre for four perform-

ances, to see_ the play and appreciate Miss Darlene Van Biber as Joan. 

Each night she improved on her '.perfo~ce of the night before, re-

cei~ng standing ovations fr.om each audience. li2 The more. than twenty-five 

uo .. Universit_z Dtfy Xansa.n; issues, October 16, 1945, Marcll 7, 1946, 
A:p:ril 29, l.9 • 

l1l. Ja;,tha!ker, 1947. 
l.12.- October 21, 1947, P• 1. 



hundred. people iµ_e.ttenciance reveal~ e. big increase over the fifteen 

hundred __ patrons, wh:!.ch 'Was ~he total for the year 1944-4-5,. 

Probably the lltOBt l-1,otewo:rthy production of the year vas Harvey by 

bm-y Chase. Brock Pembe:i.,t,on, prod.ucer of the l3roadwe.y version of the 

play., vas on the campus appearing in the pJ.a.y as Ellt'ook P •. Dowel on the 

eighth of April, 1948 .•. Although Mt-it Pemberton arrived on the cmnpus :1n time 

for only two dress rehearsals ·his J?erformance was Yar.ml.y received, the. 

audience giving him seven curtain callil,ll.3 :tn the same production Mrs. 

France$ Fe1$t (who had be~n Frances Wilson.) pl$.yed Veta. touise Simluotis:, 
. . 

a social cl.1mb1ng sister of Elwood l\ Dm-rc1. An outgrowth of' the 

appeaI'ance of :Brock Pemberton on the caznpim aJ.on.g 'With the performance of 

Frances Fe;tst, resulted. in a trip to :New York for Mrs• Feist and a roie_ 

in the BroadW'ay production of Harvez; the same ·role she l)ort:re.yect a.t the 

University. tier r1rst peti'ol"Jll&ice 11as a. mtinee on :&y 31, 1911.!3 with 

Jack :Bucha.ntµi, a.."'i En.cµish actor, playing opposite her as Elwod P., nowa •. 114 

On Tuesday, May 18, 19~8, Uo~l Coward's Private t:i.ves was pr\?sented 

as a staged. reading in the Green Rall tittle Theatre. (Staged readingS 

had be~n g:S.ven in (}reen IIall several times before,. The .first -was Mrs. 
' , , 

Moonli@t, ~E?sented. for two nights 1:U 1942.) The pro(luction was under 

the directioi1 of Mary K. 1300th, a g,:.-8.duate student, as a project in a 

graduate seminar cl.a.as~ The following Friday, tr,fo Saroyan plays, directed 

by Tom t:tea and ]'.)an Pal.mquist; two graduate students, were given in Fraser. 

u3. University D!lily tansan, April 9, 1948, P• l. 
' ' 

l.14. University Daily l{anean, lily 12, 19li8, P• 3. 



Another production of the year was the National Repertory Theatre •s 
presentation of Tartuf'fe.115 

To begin the theatre seat:ion 1n·19i,a~49 the department chose 

Shakespeare• s. Bemlet" which ·opened :November 2, · 191t8. This was the 

first $hakespeareatt tl'Sgedy io be »resented at the tTiliversitf Vith an 

all-~ cast in twenty-five years.ll6 '.t'he play did not open vith• 

out an anxious moment, hmtE!1/er. llarold Harvey, playing Claudius, under-

went an emergency appendectomy before the first dress rehearsal. but 

managed to return to the cast in time for opening night.117 In the 

spring of 1948 this production. toured various cities and. towns 1n Kansas 

f'or two weeks. l.18 

!1a!. Dead; Vhich opened in Fraser Theatre on February 22, 1949, 

represented part of the re~Uireme.nts for a masteris thesis for Harold 

Harvey" it thi& tillie a production thesis was sometimes pe?mitted in 

theatre work. value or such a. thesis was found in the selection 

and direction of' a play 'which presented unusual problems in production. 

These problems along with the solutions as used in the production were 

recorded in the written thesis~ ·The thesis, With a resume of the prob-

lezns and their solutions, vs.a then available as a guide to anyone who 
119 might attempt to produce a play with sSm1la.r problems. · 

40. 

115. University Daily; Xansan, November 4, 1947, p. 1, May, 18, 1948; p, l, 
May 19, :1.91«3, p.l . 

116. University Daily Kansan, November 2, 1948, p. l.. 

117. Universit:y 'De.:Uy Kansan, October, 1948. 

ua. University Daily Kansan, April 18, 1949, p. l. 

U9. Prof. Crafton. 



41. 
On February 7; 1949, Professor Gerald. cariiey of the School of Fine 

.Arts, along Vi1ih l)one.ld Dixon of the Speech and,- Jkama. Department; codirected 

the Gilbert and Sullivan_ ~sicaJ. trbe: Gondoliers. This was the second pro-

duction using the canbined·-talents of,: b6th clepartm.ents; the first one, 

!!!!. Mikado,. w.s presented ~the spring· of l.~ .: - These combined pro--
. . . . ·;, 

auctions ceme about · in this manner-, !rhe Fine Arts music ea.uk~tion stu-. . . . . .. •. ' t . 

dents had to· take the theatre course Fundamentals of Play Production. .. . . . ' . ,. 

For several years they bad vanted. to do en operetta or l..ight opera.,. but 
--· ~--

the dean of. the School of. Fine Arts had. frowned upon the idea. · Finally 

permission was gt-ant~ in order to· "ra:f,se money for a scholarship fund/' 

Since the: first prqduction in i948 (with ·the School of F:i.ne J\rt"s . ~ect-

ing tile·. orchestra ~d singers ~d the 8,peeol>. and Drama ·Department -taJd.ng 

care of seen.er:,, llght:tng e.nd. the· direction of the dialogue) a lllUSica1 

has _been ·presented each year up to:the time ot this writing~l20 

, . The . season of 1949 .. 50 :ts well remembered.· by this author because t t 
. . . ' 

, marked his first year on the scene· at the Univer~1ty. ·Berea.tter, some 

of the theatre history will be personal experience• 
·~· 

.The :first play 1n· the year, J.949-50 ws Jamee TJn,trber 's Mile 

4Tljme.J, 'Which opened ~esday the 25th. of October. ·rrances Feist, ··'Who 

was directing the play, bee~· ill and ·had to g0 to the hospital~Just 

before· dr~ss. rehearsals.- Professor Crafton took over the final .rehearsals. 

(Microphones were installed on ~e stage, Vires rmi to the hospita.:L, and 
. . ·.. . ·121 
Mrs .. Feist )(as able to hear her play from her hosp~~ bed~) 

120• Oniversitl' Dailz Kansan, Februa:cy 8, 1949, P• l, and' P;rot .. Crafton. 

121. Prof. Crafton, 



During rehearsals some trouble arose concerning the part of CJ.eota, 

the maid. It bad been difficult to cast Negroes as maids and servants. 

!rhe maid, Oleota, was a Negro. A. colored girl accepted the part, but 

was prevailed UpOn to ch"op the part Ul'Jl.ess it l78,s changed to give Cleota 

more educated speech and behavior. Since this could not be done without 

affecting the ccmedy in the play, the lfegro girl witb4rw from the cast 

and the role of Oleota. had to be eiv~ to a white g1rt.122 

42. 

Tbe second play of this season was Brieux' Fa:Lse Gods. During the 

four--day run of this play letters appeared in the University Daily Kansan, 

the school newspaper, <U.,cussing the ad.Visability of a college theatre 

presenting a pli.y which discussed religion. Some of the l~ters stated 
•'""" .,., 

opinions tha.t -~ against such a policy while others· praised the depart-

ment for "having an open llliild~' and daring to discuss the subJe:ct in this 

dramatic :form. The play opene.d to approximately half a house and closed 

to a standing roOJ11· only audienceJ23 

!rbe Kansas university Light Opera Guild was formed. this year, 1949. 

50, by me:r;-ging two recently formed stUdent organizations, the Ligb:t Opera 

Guild ltith only Fine Arts music· majors as members, an_d the University 

Players, TJ,te former organizatio~ came into being in the f'aJ.l of 19li8 and 

( . ,·.. 146124 the latter the old Dramatic Club with a new naine in the fall of 9 · • 

These two groups merged on October 24., 1949, to form the l<'snsas University 

l,ight Opera Guild. (The University Players, however, remained seJ;larate 

122, Harold Harvey, Profj Crafton. 

123. Prof. Cre.tton. 

124. University Daily Kansan, Oatober,25, 1949. 



from the puild for their activities with the exception of the light 

opera productio11 each spring. )i25 

A pattern was established this year for the. touring shaw sent out 

by the University and the Speeoh end Drama Deparlment; vhich saw the 

last play of each season taken on tour throush the.state of' Kansas and 

later Kansas and Oklahoma. This year• s road shov ''"16 Oliver Goldsmith's 

Stoops Conquer~6 

?wo all-student productions were presented this year; . one by the 

Student· Union Activities organization, under the direction of the presi• 

dent of'this· group,· and. the other.by members of the University Players, 

tmder the :direction of Don l!arling,; a ·senior · in the Depat-tm.ent of Speech 

and Drama. The Student Union Activities. production was an· original shew' 

written by this .group titled Yest o:f' Abilene ... l.Z'{ .Thornton Wilder's 
• < • • .............. ·--- ---- • • • • • 

_Qs: Tow, presented· in the Green Hall Little Theatre, was produced by 

the· University·Players.128 

43. 

In the last year of this period m theatre history, 1950 ... 51, the 

University of Xonsas ~oratory 'nleatre was created under the direc~1~1:1. 

of Thomas M. Sl:la.y a.rid Professor Crafton.. The theatre was set up as O •• ,a 

w:orltshop for. apprentice and. exper:!mental,work in playwriting, l)roducing., 

directing and stagingo:"129 This :program was .established in-Sep~ember of 

1950 a.nd after the remod.eling of the Green· Hall Little Theatre. New seats 

. 
125. Universitz Dailz Kansan, October ·25, 1949. 

126. Univers:1.:t?z Daily lfa.nse.n, April 5, 1950• 

127. University Daily tre.nsan, M3.y 3, 1950. 

J.28. University; Daily Kansan, May 17, 1950. 

129. Thomas M. Shay, uTheUniversity of .D.nsas Laboratory Theatre," 
unpublished Masters thesis, Department of Speech and Drema, 
University of Kansas, 1952. 



had been inst~ed in the theatre providing a seating capacity of 120.· 

This theatre we.s used for all.. the Laboratory Theatre plays. 

The objectives as stated in'.the thesis written by Thomas Shay, the 

director -of, the Theatre;' vere a~ follows:: 111. Relating and in:t;egrating 

theory and practice. 2 • To afford begimiing actors some acting ex-- . 

perience.: 3•· -Improv~ut of the training of a.dvancf:!d actors. 4. To 

proviq.e student diredtors an opportunity to produce, for public per ... 

.fotmance, · short plays._ 5. Lab Theatre must pi•ovide for those persona 

interested extra-curricw..arly-in•tb.e theatre.; enabl.e these people to 

participate in the productions ·. of short plays, 6. To provide a place 

and an opportunity. to produce new plays, by ame.teur playwrights.· ·7.. Theatre 

ex_periinentatioil in act:t.ng,d.irecting and staging_ 8. i'o· enable Fraser 

Theatre directors- to observe aspi#i?lg' actors in e.c~ -?'oles-rather tll8U 

just i'ran tryouts. · 9. To offer more theatrical entertainment to regular 
.. ~· ' 

patrons of Fraser Theatre. ,,l3fil · 

The ·tunas for the l.abore.toey Theatre came from two- sources:• theatre 

aclmissions arid a subs:l.dy · f'rom the' University to the extent · or several 

hundred dollars •131 , return · for ·this. sub·si~ · students vere admitted 

free to the plaYf;l·• 

•During the Laboratory Theatre season vhich opened on· October 10,: 

1950, and closea: May 19, 1951, -twenty-two· .plays liere:0presented· and four 

monologues were given. ()n.e hundred. and·forty .... two parts were cast :f.n 

WiQh ninety-one people Dl8,de_ the:i:r• first,Laboratory ','rb.eatre appearance. - .. ' 

130. Thomas M. Shay, ·•1The University of Kansas taboratoey Theatre," 
thesis, P• 6. 

131• Ibid_.p. 26. 



AC<Jml)lete list of the plays presented in this season·appears in 

Append~ A. 

Meanwhile, across the street in Fraser Theatre,. the season opened 

with Jean Giraudoux' The Mad Woman .Q! Chaillot, followed by Kaut.man and 

ltart's You ca.nit Take It With You. !flie musical for this year wo.s The ----- ....... ------ . . 

Pink !!;st· and. :1.t·was followed in Fraser by the production of! Conquis-

tatori, an adaption by Professor Crafton of a. recent 11ovel., The Girl on 
.. .......... ......... 

the Via .tlaminia. · The University road show, the final production ot the 

season, ws Shakespeare's ! Midsummer Night's Dream., vhich toured. I~se.s 

and Oklahoma •. 

During ,this post-war :period. the theatre experienced both growth 

a.nd l)l'Ogress. Many more men were enrolled. in both undergraci-1Ja.te and 

graduate classes, among whom wer~ a numbet who had a primary interest in 

the theatre, Besides serving as actors; these students· assi~ted in 

direction ~d· eapecial.ly in the technical. side ot production. For the 

first time the department possessec1.·a somewhat.ad.equate technical force. 

other evid.ence of· growth in the department ltas the f;!sta.blfshment of the 

:taboro.toryTheatre and. the ad.dit:Lon of courses in theatre and drama._,. 

especi&lly in the e;rad.uate field~ Although attendance at the plays 

never rose as high as· it had been·b~fore ,the war; the productions were 

better ·done, and the ·e.udienaesvrere·g<>od end enthusiastic audiences for 

the plays. 



. Chapter VI 

A Laboratory Theatre, a New. Theatre Policy and a Subsequent Change 
.·.·. (1951-1956) 

This period in our theatre history embraced four years, frOm the 
. . : 

fa.U of 1951 to the close of the spring term in 1955. At the beginning 

of this pe):"1od Chancellor Ma.l.ott left the University to take a position 

at Cornell and was replaced Dr. ~n l>. Murphy, who had been dean 

of the Meditf . ~chool. Chancello:r:-' Murphy I ifho had an interest in theater 

and theair~ activities; changed the· statue of the theatre. The director 

was st:tU mi staff ·or the department. :Before 'I.he theatre had been in 

the College of Liberal. Arts, so ~e director was responsible to the 

College dean. Now the director did not have to consult the department 

on any phase of theatre, nor was it his business to co}lsul.t the dean. The 

chancellor -was the person '.'.irho was responsible and had .authority. For a 

time things went on much as µsual under this arrangement and no problems 

arose,132 

A illUSical comedy, Good Medicine, celebrating the seventy-fifth 

ann:iversary of the University., and written by P:rofessor Crafton, was the 

first pr~ductiori of the year 1951 .. .52, The road show for the year was 

Shakespeare's 'l'wel.fth N'ight, which was taken on tour for two weeks after 

a run of four nights 1~ Fraser Theatre.133 

One of the l4ghl1ghts of the Laboratory Theatre season came on 

Thursday, .April 3, 19.52, ~hen a play, Light lleturning, ~*tten by 
,-~ -~~-.. (. 

132 • Prof.. Crafton. 

133. University Daily Kansan, April 2, 1952, P• 6. 



Robert Lond.erholm., a. University l~., student, opened in Green llall 'With 
. . . 

El.llother . one act play, £!:l !. Reath¼~4 This play -was tond.erholm s 

first and it gave SOille eVidence of his ab:Q.ity as a pla.~a-ight.. other 

Laboratory Theatre productions for the year includ~d Lantel'.71 

Msrr~e, a one act comic o;pera by Jacques Off'erbach, The Man :bl the . . . . ' ---- ...--

Bowler llat,_ Pan a_P:imlico, and _Escap~ !?l Moonlight~35 

~ofessor Crafton took a sa.bba.til:!al leave in the year of 1952•53 and 
' ' '1 , .•. . l • 

the University Theatre was in th$ hands of a new director, Drt John 
..... ':.' ·· .. -(,•J:t .. 

, Newfield,. who was brought hei·e by Chancellor Murphy from the University 
' . '· 

of Kansas City.: Netti'if:!ld arrived in ta:wrence :tn the sumner of 1952 a.nd 
' ' 

almost· immediately changes -were s~arted to alter the appearance of !"raser 

stage, ll'irst., a netr stage floor was put ~mm and. the f'ootlight~ were 

remt?Vec'i; then• fl pover rigging dev;tce lias 1nstulled for the flies · and a 

new w:itchboard was ;purchased. The stage of Fraser T'.aeatre bad been 
.. '. . .... 

used as a ~rorkshop for the construqtion a.n,d pa.int.i'ng of scenery; this 
. . ~-. -

year, since the School of Journal.ism. had mo·red to its new quarters, 

several•rooms on the first fioor of' the old Journalism Buildingvere 

assigned. to the theatre as a vorkshop.136 

Another cb;mge brought about by the new director· ·was the frequent use 
. . ' 

of the tawnspeople as actors in the school's '.Productions .. It was at this 

time that the drama.tic productions were completely sepa.r~ted. f'r0tn deJ)a.rt-

ment control. 

/ 
134, University Daily lfansen, April 4,. 1952, P• l, 

135.· !,!niversity De.Uy Kan.sens; November 30, 1951, P• !¼:A., March 7, 1952. 

136. Universit;( Daily Kansan, S~tenber 22, 1952, P• 3. 



118.-

The_ first play~er the direction of Dr, J.Vewfield,_ The.Morning star, 

an original by Henry q • B'a.skell of_ Xansas City, opened in remodeled_ . 

Fraser 'nle~tre on Octob~r 29, 1952.137 Other productions for the year 

were The ~-~- S01111ets, ! aioeniX. !22, Frequent, The Mercy 

Widow, &! Inspector ~s, 111hE! __ Contrast, and !!ll.• 
During Professor Crafton' .s absence Dr. Newfield did. not attend a 

single production in the LabQni.to:ry Theatre b~cause he was not . interested . , 

in its activiii:lei,~~38 

P.rofesso;r dt-afton reiiurned to the University in i?he f~ ·ot 1953 and 

resumed. hi& position as head. of the department. ~s year, 1953 .. 54, 

witnessed renewed ac1;iv1ty in the Laboratory Theatre. )tl.even separate 

plays vere produced. provi.ding •eventeen ni$hts of' performances, The most 

successflu. and '-t the. same 1;:tme the most con1-rover(:lj.al. of these bills in 

the Laboratory !l'heat:re was the bill of ~ornton WUder' s llappt Journez, 

and Jean-Paul. Sartre• s !g_ .!!!i• The former play l)resented a reeJ.:1.stic 

J;,lot in~ no~•realist1c setting, the lattei- a non-realistic plot in a 

realistic setttng.139 Both _plays irere directed by Bonnie Royer, a grad• 

uate student in the department. These ~ys presented unusual_ production 

problems; the solutions of which were ;put doWn il'1 writing bnd vere the 

basis of the student• s thes:ls for the MA Degree •140 

137. Oniver~ity Daili l(e.nsan, October 30, 1952. 

138. Dr. John Nevt'ield,. 

139. University Daily Kansan, April 22, 1952, P• 1. 

14o. Ibid. 



l+9. 
In 1954•55 new members were ad4,ed to the staff;; Milton Hawerth took 

···,· 

the position of set d.e_signer for the University !l.'heatre productions, in• 

eluding the light opera presentations. Charles Holt came to the University 

as an assistant· to Drl Newfield, · Across the street in Green Hall Nathaniel 

Eek cSJne to the lhliversity as Director of· the. Le.boratory Theatre and 
•· · · · · · · · · 141 Charles Dpdrill vorked as Assistant Director. · .. ' . 

Openit1g the University Theatre se1;1.son this year was' Right You Are 
!t !2!! Think §g_.- ~}" Luigi Pirand.ello • The second production for the 

year yas Allt Wilderness, directed by Cha:rles Rol.t, the same personvho 

adapted the third production, a_ musicat~ &!'American !a Boaton, by Carl. 

M:llloecker. 

In the Laboratory Theatre this season su. bills were of'te1•ed;· '·Two· 

of the· outstanding presentations were an adaptation of Edgar'·:tee ·Master's 

@Roon :River Ailthologz, by l>.rofessor Crafton, and a theatre in the: round 

l)reduction in the ballro6m of the Union Build.ing of Phil.adelph:ia.. Story 

by Philip Barry~- Charles Dodrill,· director of the theatre in the round 

production and a graduate stlident and assistant instructor ·in tb.e.depart• 

ment, had ax1;.1nterest in this production oth~ than its success, or fail .. , 

ure, as a production. Dodrill was ii1 the process of 'Writing a production 

thesis for his Mister's Degree and this play, vi.th its produotion problems, 

were to form the basis of his thesis.. Tb.is production ·thesis '.Was much the 

same as the production thes:i.s ve have. mentioned previously; however, this 
' one concerned problems involving production done in the arena style, 

comm.only known as "theatre :ln the round." (The first experimentation in 

theatre -in the round bad been undertaken by Thomas Shay in Green B'all, 



shortly after World. War II). 

At the end of the 1954.55 .school year Dr, Newfield left the Univer• 

sity. »:r+ Lewin Goff replaced him as Director of the University Theatre, 

In the fall of 1955 the structurE1 of the department was as folloW's; 

the department . chairma:11 had direct· control over the areas of Speech 
' . · .. , 

Corr~ction, ~neral Speech and Radio and Television; all the theatre 

activities came tm.d~ the control of the Director of Theatres, Under . . . . . . 
··\ ·: :. 

his J~~sdict:!.on came the University '.rheatre, the $tudio Theatre 

(renamed. from t.he Laboratory Theatre) f and the newly formed Children's ' . . . . ' . ' ·t:~ ; .. •! ' . . . ; • ' : ; . . 

Theatre·, the ·first production of whi~h ws seen in the spring of i954, 

lifith:i.11 this framewot-k·of Universtty Theatres were the Assistant Director, 

the techilicaJ. areas such as lighting,. stage design, and. student .help •. , 
. . '. . . ,. , ·. . 

· Student help was· any student or students hired on a. pa.id. be.sis. 1;0: ·help 

with productic:,ns'' 1..n the areas of construction, lighting, anc,. cos~~. 
. . . ' . . ·- i' 

The studio .The~1:~re: Dir~ctor as lTel.1 as;_his assiste.nts, vere responsibie. 

to Dr • . Gott, Dil-ector of Theatre~~· . The Children's Theatre Director Wil. 
· .. ' . · ... ·. . .. 142 . ·. . ·. 

responsible to the Director· of' the Studio Theatre•· · 

During.Newfi~d's tenure.two new.c~urses were e.dd.ed to the curric.;. 

50. 

Ulum,. the first one, Advanced Acting~ in 1952.;.!53. The University ca.tel.ague 

for that year give13 this description.for t~e course: "'l'he. study of scenes 

from plays. l"ract:tce· 1n character analysis, creation of' :roles, rehearseJ.s 

of s~enes, ensemble.'' The other course, Introduction to the Contemporary 
·. . .. ' ' ' ·.:- /• . , . . ·.: . . ·, . 

· Theatre, wai:rott~ed the foll~ing year ~d it vas descr~bed as a course 
. ' ' . . .. -:~•:. . . , .. 

11 •• ,designed to present theories and practice of '(;he modern theatr~• 

142. Prof. Crafton. 



Special emphas:J,s 'Will be given to the influence on the American edu• 

cat1ona1 tiieatre~»i4-3 

These four years represented the growth of the Laboratory Theatre 

and also an expei::tment in taking the control and o:peration of theatre 

activiti~s e;way :from the department. The latter did not_ ~ove entirely 

successrui,_ .. s1nce a. closer union bf:?ween i:Jl.e department and theatre 

a.ctiViti~svas affected after Newfield's.departure. 

The yea:r of 1955 ... 56 w.s to be _the first in which Dr• LE!!1n·Gof:t' 

51. 

was Director of the Uni vers:tty Theatre a~d. the last year in whi~ · Professor 

Allen Cra.i.""ton ~erved as head of tb.Ei l)epartm1:m.t of Speech and Drama.. 
The :f'olloving' year was to be the last year the aepa:rtment made·. use of 

. . 

Fraser Theatre . for · 1ts productions because construction 1-ras to start on 

the nev theatre building -~ be located on the vest end of' the campus.• 

During this tu·st season 1.U1der the direction of Dr.; Goff Picnic, 

Gemmer GtU-ton'$ Needle, CarousGl, a musical., Casi_~ !futte and 

~ion vere pr~sei"'lted. The f~at play -was highlighted by a; v_isit 

to the cam.pus of its author, William Inge, a former .student in ;play .. 

writing of ho:.f"essor Cra.I"'ton. ;nge•s v1s1t·wa.s to inolude the opening 

night of. his p~y but he becam~ ill and returned to New York bei'ore the 

play opened. 

With the desire and ~onsent of the ple.ywright, the original end• 

ing to his play w.s staged in Fraser 1 an ending that had been cllanged 

for the Broadway prod.uction because the director, ibshm 1,tg:an, believed 

143. University .9! Kansas Catalogge, 1953 .. 54., P• 305. 



a c~· would give the play greater · impact· and carry more appeal for 
· · · 144 the New Yoi"k audiences. 

In· the Studio Theatre there ·was a slight. cut-back in the number 

of :productions but a new segment, the Children rs Theatre, began. · The 
Child:ren; a Theatre· production. for that :,em· we.a Madge Miller·• a The Land 

. ~----
Drligon, · directed by Sally Six~lJ.i.5. This theatre was to c~tinue 

under the direction of Mi,ss ~ix for the next few years·. One of the. 

productions by ·the Studio Theatre w.s. the University road. shoW. for this 
. . -

year, :Kind ~• Unl_:tke th~ other Studio Theatre productions thia · one 

was presented 1n Fraser Theatre and wa.s then taken on tour for two weeks~ 
· · .. : · . . · · , · ·. ·.. . . 11,6 

This year·. :the tour 1ri:clud.ed towns 1n Xtmsas, Oklahoma and Missouri. 

The next ·year, i9;6 .. 57,·-wsthe.l.a.st year Fraser Theatre ve.s·µsed 

for the University !t'heatre prodµctions, · By the end of that ·year· worlt 

,ms completed. on the new Music and Dramat'ic Arts building' e.ria· the' . 

theatre a¢t:lvities were moved into this nett b\lilding. ·.Tb:ia year was, 

however,. :tbl first year for a new Department Chairman, William. Conboy. 

Conboy had received. b.iS Master's Degree from. the University of 1;a.nsas 

and his doctorate ~om Northwestern Ulliversity,147· 

While much ·of the activity in the department vas concerned with the 

prospects of moving into its new location, this year was a time for 

ret'lection for those who bad. been pert of the University !rb.eatr~ pro-.. 

gram over the preceding yea.t"s• One of •these people, Professor Crafton, 

J.44. William lnge. 

145. University Dail:y; Kansan.,. November 10, 1955. 

146. University Daill lCensan, March 28., 1956, l>• 1. 
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53. 
who had come to the University in 1923 and., in pa.rt, had been responsible 

for the department getting its first theatre (Fraser) must have faced 

the move from Fraser to the nmr Music and Drama.tic Arts building With 

mixed emotions. 

;tn September of 1957 the new theatre building opened. The :f'irst 

production ,re.a Shakespeare's Henry!!, in which Jerome Kilty appeared 

as FaJ.~:t;aff, a part he had performed many times professiorially.148 

During the production the'audiences had a cha.nee to see the new elec-

tronic switchboard and the revolving stage in operation, in fact all 

the mechanics of the new the~tre were utilized in the production. 

Thus the le.st production mentioned in this thesis represented Just 

one of the many activities oz the Deper'blient of Speech and Drama at-the 

University. It represented the efforts of undergraduate students, some 

o:f' whom ve:re lm:i.joring in Speech and DramaJ it represented the efforts 

of graduate students in the department; it represented the work of Levin 

Goff, theatre director, as well as the efforts of a large technical 

crew. irbis production represented an extra.:..aurricul.a.r activity that 

was. a regular function at the University open to all students, especially 
? . 

to those .majoring in Speech and Drama as pre.ct::ical training. At this 

time one hun~ed and Dli!nety-five hours of classwork in sixty-two courses 

.'were offered in the· department, twenty-two courses in theatre alone. 

S·o theatre activity at the University, which began with a degree of 

regularity on Aprii 25, 1890, vitb. the presentation of S'Weetpea's 

Trip to help raise money for the Athletic Association, grew to its 

148. Jerome Kilty. 



.,.._ .. _ 

present, rather favorable position;• in si.JCty-seven yea.rs. .Fran the 

beginning,. theatre activities, both. extra-.curricular and academic, 

grew- in spite of. many advers~ condJ, tions such as th~ social stigma 
. . ·.•·· .. ' . . 

to-ward theatre at the turn of the century, the two world wars, and finally, 

in a.n age'When scientificstu(ly.~d accomplishments receive priority, t~ 
• I_ • 

University used funds to build a. Music and Dramatic Arj;s buil,ding. This 
. . . . . ' '.' 

new b'Uild.ing seemed to .be a. testimony .. ottered by .the people th,at, the 
. . . . 

arts, . •including· the theatre, have ear,ned .and deserve a .Prominent ;pla.ce 

in university activities including .academic study'. 

I vond¢r if those people .connected. with the first production at the 
• ' • I 

University ever dreamed of what .was to come'l 
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APPENDIX A 

P~ presented at the University 

The years set clown are for the school years, beginning with the fall 

and ending the next SFillg• _The date of the months.for the early plays 

are not given becaus_e in many cases there were no programs or the programs 

have been lost, and often there was no printed, da.ta:abo11t the ~s 1D. the 

paper. For the early years most of the. only available records are in the 

yearbooks which frequently omit information such as:-dates of performances, 

casts, and the names of the_··Qrganiaation presenting-;'the play. From several 
·. ·.··.•·,: . 
,· .- . 

statements which mention specifically the place of· performance; and from 

the fact that there was no· ,theatre on the cmnpus, i.t is assumed that the •. _ _. : l . 
pleys during the early yeara · were given at the dowtl.imm. theatre; which 

-{. 
was known after the beginning of the present cen'tuey I\S the Bowersock. • . - '. ·t 

t:-
l.883-84 Macbeth ~ape- L . 
1889 .. 90 sweetpea • s Pleasure Trip This was a: :~ransle.tion from 

the French by Prof. A. G .. Canfield, a ·protessor at the 
University, andwa,s presented to raise ~ds for the . . . . . • . 1 athletic progr81Jl~,. !; 

1890 .. 91 ,!_ Midsummer :Night.• s Dream Shakespe~ 
: . . . 

.. •.... ·. 

1891 .. 9_. 2 ~• Caesar ~sq. Th.is _was__ . an or:lgina.J..:p1ay by_ members of 
the CJ.ass of l _ 92 and marked the beginning «:>f a.. series of 
· Senior Class pul¥1:i • .. 

1892-93 Twelfth Night •. Shakespeare 

1893 ... 94 ! CollefR: Come& An o:ri$me.l. pl.av by th~ Class of 1894. 
. . . 

1894 .. 95 Le Monde ou i'•o~ s•e:nniue Translated. ·from the French by 
· the ci'ass of Ia9:5_;, · · ::: . 

1895 ... 96 Za.raquete. Ari or:t.gina:L by the Class: ~f' 1896. 



_ ~96-97 Houseboat ga John K'endrioks l3angs 
. ·, . . . . . . . ... · 

1891.-98 -~~-Like.A 
Othello. Sha.ltt!speerer 
Sunset_· -Jerome ·K. Jerome 
_!(•Wife' e · l3onn~t -_ Mo~ 
.Money · -~~t'· · -~ 
Bricks Without .strav ''.the Senior 0~$ No _ evideXlce 

i,s given for ·.this suddeli. µL~e ill clrame.tic activity and its 
equlllly sudden £-11.:lng ott. · · .. •, ' . . . '. ' . . .· 

18~-99 Imioc~nce !broad ·Atl original p1q by the Qlass ot 1899 • 
. . ' : i .· . . . . . ,. • ·, 

1899~1900. -~---~ Girl. Paroc\y _ of plq of 'the same ~:• __ 

19.00 .. oi Macbeth Jr-: :A coined;r-l>url•s~_ c,f Macbeth by the CJ.ass _ of 
l90i. · · · '~ 

1901~02 · · Shore- A.ares J'ames A. Rem~ 

1902-63 !·x:1.ght:.Q!! ·Augustin Dal.1· No Se~~ CJ.ass-~ is 
mentioned fo~ ~.:two preceding years. .It camiot be deter-
lliin,ed li' 'the Senior Class ()i" s• Qtb.er OX'ganization 
ffe.~s~~ed :t;wr.> JF13ce~ p~st - - -. . . 
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1903•(?4. Wi;e J.!!!. Winkl• A. ~veaty of 1t111 '!!a, Winkle by the 
Class Qf _:t904. ·- . _ . -· 

.Ji-,.;,.,-.;,;;~ ..... ,,...,..tu-·. s·· -m,.;,.,....,i!,.., 
~~------ ~""ii .. ' . ~u.~ . . . . . . . . _ Ros~ .. Ioilis _ lf. _ 1Jlrket auc1 Carson. The latter 

two pWs :'!,ere. ct>l?!.p&."a:lltv~~ ne:w ~s whi,ch had been )1cted 
on :the · N.oi'•ss!e>n.aJ.. stage. - · · .. 

· ... •.... . .. ·.·, ·, . . 

1,9()4 ... 95 _ Ia. Cha~one: ma'.l.f;r€ ~- ('l'he ~on inspite ot her{:lf!lt_.) 
t.l!he c~_$_ of 1905. . . . 

Ali the Comforts of lfome Wil J :hmi Gillette 
··:_:1:_.·r-r~1'-;; .. ............. -~-. · __ : : --~-~- ·• , . 

a.905;.Q6··~'.t~11~44 __ •i.fb~• senim:-- 01.ass p1ay. 
. :Aa American Citizen ~leillt:, J:.. lW.ey --~- . . . .. 

1906.07 Cerebroterit$JlUD1 (The ~fessor' s ~) fhe Seli1or· Class 
.. pl~-,-. 

1907 ... 08 The Na,ra.b of Zu-Zu The $en:Lor Ol:asa plfq • 
&:'_ Friend_ tram _. India ])e Souchet 
The Little Minister_ J. M •. Barrie 
!Bie' Pirates of Penzance Gill>ert and SUllivan 
Patience -Gilbert .and su:q.ivan 

The last two t:1tle£J represent: the :first record we have 
discovered of the }ll"oclu.cbion of a t11Usical pla;y' or light 
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opera. It seems rema.rka.ble :that if· this :i.s .the first venture 
into this field that·two·operas should mwe:been attempted 
during the same year. 

1908-09 Izmiena The Senior Class~. 

57•.· 

· ·Father~-~ Frat ·Presented by the Thespians. · . 
. School !2!:. Scandal Written by the Junior Class and l)re• 
sented as the Junior :farce.· : . : . . . . · · 

Princess Ida Gilbert and Sullivan Evidently the light 
o~ras :for-the .. pz:-evious years -were a success. · · 

. !!_ Shakespeare 
The ,cumbers , · Clyde Fitch : . . . ! Royal Knave ~s is mentioned. as a. dramatization of If I 
~-. But. since J! ! King was a dramatization, •.£6'."1i 

diff'icw.t to. determine: whether or not ·this .arama.tiza.tion was 
original.. . . 

1909-10 : : No record. of. the name of the Senior Class plq for ·t~s year 
could be found. 

The· School .tor Scandal .. R. B. ·Sheriaan 
Ysbrand Frederick -van Eedeii. 
:The Mika.do . Gilbert t.\Iid" SUll:Lven • - .. 
iiir Labic:2le end Martiii:. · Presented by -the F.t-ench Club. 

_ . · £l! the Bagged. Ed8e . The Junior farce. }fo record of this. 
being en origirlal CO"tµd be found. 

'9P•01•Me Thumb ~ere is no further information available 
concerning ·these last two pleys. The titles are recorded in 
tb,e~:··Ja.:ylia.wker for 1910. 

\ -·,'· 1.; .• -. 

1910 ... u ·tor this year we are ta.irly ,cel:'t$111 of one play.. Sister 
You're Wrong was the Senior.-Olass p1ay, and presumably 'W8.S 
ori.,ginal. · ·•· ·Stud.ant. Count is recorded as· the Junie>r farce, though 
whether this was" an original effort or not is.not recorded. 
other.prodnctions·for this year.were.The Dictator (this surely 
was the 'poptilar · play by Richard lfatding livisr,-:hice Wonder-
land, . and ~-Idle·~• The last ment~oned. is recorded· as a · 
musical p1e.y., : . The :present •writer hmi been unable to· trace its 
source. It.,apparetltly is not a Gilbert and Sullivan light opera 
such as the· pr~ceding musicals have been. 

. . .. . 

19ll-12 This year re.cords~ _the Senior Class ~i Yeomen_ 
2! the . Guard, the_ Gilbert and SUllivan light opera, !Dtten, 
Man by Rid.a Johnson Yoµng and. Bill;Y' by George-Cameron. There 
is()lle· other p~ mentiont"#d-~ the Ja.yhs.wker for this yeer:-
Object Ma.tri:monz• Whether -this was a long or short pla;y, 
original. or published play, there is no printed record. 
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-1912;..13 _ ~is ~al;" leav~s no 'recohi whi.ch _1,s-- help£'Uf in the least. 
J:n _ 1;b.e._ J@'hawker __ $h~e is -.t:toned three pl.qs as having been 
~~01-"111Qd: _ ~e !?z!_. §! .C®IPan,t !, Aviator, ~4. The Blue 
:Rose D:Lmnond.. · _1-a_ ·a.u. ~e Sellio~ Class pla;y· 'WUS nq J.ongex" 
·wx•1t\en by ·_tb,e 8~~:. p.ucy-· commit~ee bu.t _fifty· dollars was 
~dqd 1;9 the n:tudent 'WliQ wrote the best pia.y. 1'here was no 
mention ot· tr.· l>J.# i"or this year'. · · ·-

1915~~4 -· ~s ~aj:.: '$en~o:r.' O~a- ''plai lilakes a r~appea.t'e.nce •• The 
-1':i.tle ~s Count Jg; Account. .}Jl'y ottu.u- dt-.tic preaentatioi1s 
h$ve 1«rt _•n,q record., · · · · -. 

. • ' 1, • 

1914-J.5 - .Agaj.J?-_ ther,e. is ~nt1~: of ~e -~9r Class pla,.y, , The _ 
Pr.ofessox-~_s Love.: St9l:X. l1hiG may ~(t. been. on Original plq 
-°Q® it is ~so the_ ·lliLln¢ oi' a. popult\r'.1»:ote_ss1on«Lt p1a.y. · ~e 

· VJ8.ll ~-Rilme: by lk,oth !rarkington -~ -also presented this-:jea.r • 

1915-i6- ·: 1he · Wl~chias> ltour _ 'nlomas Presen,ted by the 
Dra.matio Club.' ; . : . '• - .· ' . 
-. -c~ the. -arm• Alton Gwn'b~r~ a. 'Qrd.Vf!X'sity student. 

-TW.$ · the Sen.1:or Class p)Ar. · · ~, ·: 
· !Jhe · ·s;tutt_ Pl, ~ter ·• _ ~erey l3 .•. Shosta.c. 1l!ltls --~ was 

present~d a.tJ::0t1mencemt;nii ;1,ns:t;ead_ .of· the· Sen.ior Class pla.y-. 
. . . . . . . ., . . ... . 

l9J.6~i7 - Uri.d.er Cover'· Reli Cooper Megru.e 1'bis:~ a ~ama._hc>t off 
lh'o~d~ art.d it,; is.· ~enl$l'kable :4.f ta. group of Kansas University 
$tu~ts c;oul1L ~v¢ obt.ained •· eopy :~d' voulcl hav_e prodtlced it 
ait :bhe· Vniversi.ty •. - __ - _ . . __ . _ _ 

'I:t I Were Dewt Al.ton: Guull>iner IJ.llle Senior Cl$~s pJ.a_y. ~·----·~·~- ,. ·._.·· . .·. ·' ... · ,- . 
\ . . . 

193.7 ... 18 liith thi11 iteri:r ·b~Sill t<> 'tma:,i ::,:ecord of -the: presenta~ 
· :ti,OXI, ·ot <>® e.¢t pl.a;y1J1 probably-~-- :the Greep.-~ Little ~-'heatl"e. 

(_;_· •~ ClieckttJa.to_ · ibe i,r:oce.eds f.t'om• ~s p1a.y -went to the ~ed 
Cr9ss. : ' . _. ' · · · · · 

Etticien':-i''.° _- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , __ 
· :rum>ressed: :Desires . Sus~ QJ.a.speµ. · 1he last two _ i,11\Ys were 

presen~ed ._t _ .a. llramati.c C,lu'b- lll'!;etins _!µ_ Green Hall, 
· · Juner!ca _ !'asses ~-- Kenneth_ .Andrews· · 

Eliza. Comes_ s ~-_ _ ___ · · . -_ _ _ · - - _ 
Camus- 1h18 was reCQl'cl.ed in a XJ.ew· tte~ -which stat~s tha.t 

th~ iOfffll- h,y. M:!J.1i01'1 i,s scheduled :r:eceiv~ a stage 1¢'esentaticm, 
but nQ. fUrtb,er ~o~tiqn: •s found.. _ _ 

chimes 9£.. ir6~& ao'b,;,rt. PJ.anqµettl9 . A light o~ra. 
pres~tlLt:f.on. . .. _--_ _ _ . · · _ _ _ _ _ f~ .. fiftl _lJa.r()ld Xqtle --!Chis ~as -~- Senior Cle,ss. piq. 

1918-19 ~s was--~ y~ of the. first World W4\t" and. the~ is no 
record of arr., plws being given. · · 



19a-~ 12e2 Follies ·.· w.s~o.A. . . 
this_. time oll.; yari:oµs. c#sanizat1qns such· as the Women'~ 

fltuclent. .. Assticia.tioll vierE,, g1v1,ng mu,sical plqs ,OJ:' .. 
v.e.r;tety .shows,-~~- tor a $choWship fund. · 

9:!he -~ ~-.· 4~ !. -~ .·and C~on Ifam;lton 
. . i@o. ;{$8.1" -~- or~ ~, o:r. !]erhaps a ·p1a;y of the 
s.ame- ti~ o;y ~-- ~bar.,. the p?Qceeds of· vhicli. went uto. tJie 
if\Uld .to.r the ·\Tllive~si~y. theatre bu1;tding~ · · 

. !_,lleS1:4!tP.rince . William :at-ebln A. ·$~dent plrq written 
ff# 1;he.Seni~<:!last;J. · 

19~-23 .'the Adl:n1rii.ble Crichton. J&lJlea M~ Barrie 
· ,.· · !!.f!• · _Passes·~ A~. A •. Milne · .. · · · . . .. 

.Al!3o; ·-~ Ja.ybav~r. i'o:r.- this year i;ells us that three one-acts_ 
~e. pe>;-t~d iU 4\-pr:µ by- 1;11~ Dr-.~ic · Club l;)ut what -~ -
"11,ete is -uot. mentioned. , . 

. . 'l:h¢: Me$.Z wf~ .. :~. 
1923-~4 . '!he.·_~U1ii l)iaciple> G~ .:S .. Sb,av· :Presented ~t the ·:Bowersoek 

~t~e :De~ Ii'.,. 5,· 1923• : . . -
. !l!h.¢ 611¢i'lt Spt~ ~ti'l.ated the h'en~· by Brander 
Ma,t®wa~ . · . 

. On$,~~~ '.;rank'~ 
'J:'lie Conflict Cla;'~ce Ma.CCauJ.ey 
The JJoor Au~. Tchek()ff · 

. -~. M:Ln"""iiet · ~u.1~ J>a+ker. . . .. . . . 
Th•- l.$s1i .fiv~ ·~ jlJ.l one-aets l)resent~d :In the Littler 
~e$.tre · in. G:reen. lJ',all. by ~e 1):rama.tic .Ans cl.as$. . 
, · :aei1?i:' Lou All "'11-~ver~~w· must® perfm:meci _iii, 
tl;l~ .I.a~e11,ce llis)l Sch<;>Ol audi~~ium. on ~cemb~ 14; 15, 1923 .. 

1~4-25 !rhe. ,R~tic ~- A,. A.~. Mp,D,t! . . . . . . 
The_ Pigeon Galsworthy Presented in Green Hall. . 

. Green -~ ~en Marcell and l4'arif Smith .An 
1lJU$ical., comeq pari"Ql;"llled ~-- -~ l3ove.rsock · on Ma.~cll 7, 192~ 
and is.ter m .ottawa ~- st. PE;Ltrick' s Day •. . .. . . '··· .... ' 
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1924,..25 (con•t) 
· ___ · __ _ _ Ob.erchez: 1!:: Femme (or Kansas GrowS Wheat in the 

lforld. , : An ~~;tnal J'e~ by P,r.-ofesso:r Cra...."°ton~ !l'lus revue 
'Wall -pr~sented. at ·the llower13oek :Ai,ril. ·7., 8,- 1925. . ·· ·· · · 

60. 

l>irect ·& • $\le Mooclf. The Seniqr Class play~ 
. DLilcy _ -~ A stud.elit ~oducj:ic;,n presented at: th$ ~;. 

~ock, Novenibet- 14; 1924. . . . -.· { · · · 
_. ~~-.Pa.~a~-:~•~-Th.u-d~Mck- Jerome!ff Je~ 
A ~e:maii:1.~ -Cl.U°Q. presentation that lat~r wen1; on tour1 .. . . ., . . ' . ~- •·. . -.~. . . . . . . 

. . .. : ' . •• :. . ·. . . : ' '.·. •. ! .: .. ' .,j-. 
J.925 .. 2$ ·'l!he-- ~1~1{~_Leave .Man'•· ,Tom·;~i~ _ : 

Gr~a.t Catherine (h :a. SJ.$.w. -Pi"esentec;t by the K"e.risas 
~f$. f!l,t . C~n9emen.1;. ·t1me, :L93:> in;Bobillso:n, G~:l,l,1111. 

Little Mandarin. w.s.o.A. An .Qr4-gtnai musical. come~. 
In a.: lUtte Moon ~$tin~.· Soµger ;· · · · 
& ~r :E. .J. ~.. . 
Heavens .Russell. Culver .. . . 
stor1ee •'fliat. :Break· -- ~a Fisk . . -. . . 

The last ,t~s ~re.·q:r:-~ oµc,:..ai:rlia. .n:itten µi_thQ l)la,ywri'#~ · cJ#.sa_J · : · · · · . · _ · · ·· · _ 
RoUo's ™·™ Clare I<iumneJ: _. Y~W.C~A. ~s :was 

pres~t.ed · 1x>.· the· Lawrence .lllgh. School 11,uditorium- '· 

~-~ea.ifre: · 
· · Great .. Catherin¢ - o_. B~ Shaw 

b .Jest . sem .Benelli Candida G. ·::a. Shaw . 
Expressing ·W:iilie _ .. Each.el. d,:otl:,.ers _ .. · • ,. : . _ . .. 
:~ee :i'a;.V: Ghosts .. '1-e®~ick !sht:lm t\i1ci ·Max ~c;I.Ii 
Four one.;.act:s . _. : , . , . 

·. Trifies.·:·susan. Glas~ll: · 
~-Word:~. _. ___ · _ .. · 
A Minuet .. Iouis Parkei". , . ·. . . 

. Florist Sho:Q: tU.n.ifr&d irankridge '. . . . ' . . . 
'l1he Smmner Theatre consisted of. J:J:tx ·'.b:Uls. presented on a -.U 
s~age. il;>..-·the r,s.~emeIJ.t of spo6~"'.-~- M1seUll1. by- the Kansas ~-., ' . '. ,,., .. 

1926-27 1.I!b.e_ l)ove;r i1®d A-• ,A,: Uilue, Presented. in. :Robinson. (lyinnuiulit 
· in Moveml-ler. ~926. -by the nrema:bio Cluµ .• _ ·_ _ . 

· In the ·ue..-tli · .B.oOi!l Ford end .Robson -Presented by th~ -~ 
P~-ers7i '.tb,e : _Orpheunt ~atre·_ u,. the· tall of' 1926 • _ · . _ 
. . · Wango ~-- Sk!.lton and .M$l"r;el _An original musical c:omeey 

presen~~d. •i.n. the. l30Wersoclt by '.iilie w_.s.o.A. 
·· · Th(! Malter· of Dreams . Oliphant Dovo. 

. Codks: '3lld. Cerdinaln . , , . _ 
The le.st, two pleyµ 'W'eX'~-- one-act, presented in. Green. .Hall. 
. . . . ' . . . . . . ' . . 
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J.926 .. 27 (cion't) ·· . 
. C$!idida . (h :S.. Shaw . 
' Iorci Dtmsariy . . 

·~ ~t.. two. plJ;ys. wex-t Fesented ill the Shubert ~atre ts.nsas c1i,, .Feb~ l7, 18; 1927., ~te;-, 1=r_·was F8Se~d •t the. :sover-so~. ·· • 
· · • Boc<!$c<lio t q Unt<fLcl. ':ra.l~ · · !Jari;y Y~l> ,, ... ·. 

Moonshine · _ · ArthtU." .lJopk:i,ns. · .. 
. . :Jltm)t,~ Doct·o~. GUbert,. Emery .· 

last ~~E,Lpl.ap .. ~. ane~cts pi-esetlted ~s .a. 'Qill 1x1.·:aobinson 
~iutn e.t eQI!mie~~nt.- ·tilxie PY the ~as ~s and the l)rama.ti(l Club. _ ·· . · . . · , · 
. .· .. The . Noble . tora Per~ival 'Wilde : . 

·&" i\relvePouri.d .U>Qk• 'J.· M, :Bal'rie · 
is.it'.- ~wo OIJ.E.!•act ~s ·wei"#. ~iarnie<l µi ~een ·m.ill. :t.n the 

L1ttl1a !lllee:~~e ~- · · · ·. ' · · · 

•eafl:;e,r, sqme ot·~ ple\y$ erei)y·tbe:!fansas P~s;; some by 
tµe ~--~ic C;tub1 ill.. ·~ic) of t'W'O 'by ~a.ch gi:i;iQ,p ~= year. 

1921~28 Tber Truth . c~ ~j.i;qh. :eresent.ed at· Qrpheum,t 
· · Yl ·IiiµU Va~ P.r~s~ted. •~ 'the. BoWerso¢k. . . . 

.. . 'lhe Youngest P'.q.ili'p .llal:'ry'. Ftesen.tea. e.] the Orpheum. Tb,eatr~ 
llecember 12 · , ·~ · - 1920:.. · : · · 
' '. ,, ', ,,, ' , ......,,, ' ' 

1928-$ All -~. were ~oinled in li'raser ~eat;re un;Less o~sEJ · ~a.tea~- · · ·· . · · .· .- . · · · . ' · •· · · · · · 
. Mich .About Notb-4§ Shalm.41J>e~~ Pr~seti,~ed Qoto~¢, 1928, 
by a profess1Qn.al EilglisJ:i ~- · · . · 

· lmlet. Shakes~'t'e_ . ·P;!:esented. by the Ple.y~s; 
Notelllb~ l-9; 2Pt 21.;, 1928~, · . 

The Who~ ~ts T!:)k,ng . . . . . ·. . . 
C'Eau !!_ RoJ.e ~- An. tevu~ pr~sented. A~i'.1. 15, 1929. 

' ' ' . . 
~.- Pini .r!_sses ~. A.· A. Milne ·october 14, 1929 This •pJ.iJ:;f w.11 ts.ken. on the, :road .in the s»rtns• .. · · ' . . 
tt!he Devil in the. Cheese Tom. Cushillg Irovenib~ 8, 1929 

. Fideliti~.sRobe~ are.cco Deceniber 9, 1929. · · . 
AY:Me: . Ned ./Ul;,¢rt . '.Feb~ +4, J..930 , _ . . .. 

~-.-in-a-Mist Amell~ ru.ves Md. G:f,lbert ~;r-,. March 3, 1930 
Collie Seven 9¢~ ~<?Y Q~hen )?r~aen.ted. Ai,;-il ;i.6,, 19.30 with 

an l:f.ll .. ~g:i:-o tater; ~a ~l.«r went on Ii. short; i.our .. 

Summer Theatre . 
. The ;Rornant:tc !2':!!!§ Ie.d)Y: o. Ma.rti~z ... Sierra. ~·. ~O; 1~30 

19,30-SJ. !Die Me.rkea Rouse Anson Kent (Allen Cratto11) October 20, J..930 
liidroc.1.es .and the. L.1.on G. 13 •. Sh$.v November 17, · 1930 · · 
. Juno $Xld tiie f&cocitlean o•t•ey »ecember 15, 193Q 
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1930-~ (c0J1't) __ . . _ 
. . . . . l3ertlia .'the Sf:Wllli :Machine' Girl ~bruary 3, 1931 

, lJer: liusb':11d1s :~ A.• B •. . ~mas . M¢t"ch 17i 1931 
Cock Rob~ ,J?b4;Lip l3e;t'ry end Elmer <Ric~ _ Apr~ 7, 1931 

.. ' ' :.• 

1934-3?. 4~!1. •the· :)'ifth l{t3ny()Ii Ni~lJion :~ .fobn Gold.eri. ·. ()~9'ber ~, 
193 J)()uble··~- _)n~th McFaadeii ; ~~er: ·11, 1934 

Yanke~ Crusade AU~ •O;'afton. Febtufirt ll, 1935 
Hold. tha.t Li1tff An• c¢igixial D1U.Sical . comecey- presented µi 1lbe 

.. .........,_. .........,_,.' ~- . . . . . . . . . . .· . . ' ·, . . . . .. 

~Fins·ot;1935·.bz, the w.s~_o.A. ·' · · ,. -
J..935-36 ·- False Gods· Ju.g~e *l~ wov•t ·2i '1935 _ . _ 

---- ---· · · ·1leil. M:iri.uI; ilibi · Antliony Armstj-ong _ Dec~er 9i 193s 
_&1a., -,Fel'~t1c·M?J.nt\t PreGei:\tlid ~llru.ar, 17, if)~ and. J.a.te:r 

went 0t1. taur •.. '-_ _ · . _. · . 
· ·The fioket. ot. Leave. Man_ Tom '4Ylm." -:March 23, 1936 __ _ 

Tiii ¥err:1.bli1iek C,barle~ Iuu:m.- Presentecl April 20, 
19~. th~ l1Wli~~er1-ei · ~nven.tiort.. - · · · 

. 
........ 



. Plays (9) 

19.36-37 ~n'r"V ·the .l)et).Q. .J:;i.v.ln. Sha . l\T;_,,_..,~ . 9·, · 19->6 - - ·• .. ·. :w ""N'll'~e;r , . ;J . 
. FO\U.'" .!eave . l?J:-esented as a curtain l:"aiser to -~ the ~-;- :·· . : . . . . . : . ·•. . . ' . . -

. This Thing· CaJ.led !ave _Echtin :Burke 
'fiind•s .~ .. De~:ts :awumer April :S, 1937 raw -~ -~ 

wen\ QA · 

19.37-38 .. :aem!:r lforseback. . Ka:ufma.n and.: Connelley Tllis procmct:lon, 
Fel3~nted Octol;>er 25 ,. l937 j' u:t;ilized · a· i.-evQlving s'liage •. 

. Elizabeth the Queen:· lfaxwell Anderso~ · Dt=cember 6, 1937 
SF!!§ Dance, lhili:p l3ar1";r 15, 1937 . 
llint~set. !~U .A:ti.d.eraqn .March 22,. 1938 .USO qn.. tour·. 

·s ..... :tx-e . llD!llel;' .. e; .. -. . 
. ~~e,: . llle.~ 

1938~~9 . L:Ll:f.Oll Fc;reJ+¢ ~iper C)ot;Qber 31.; ~938 
· ·· !f!it Jrevel' ·~ Comtrd J)e¢embe~· 5,· i938 

CWlt 1'.aude Allen Crafton_. 'l'h1e W$S an original revue, pre-
~ented Fe~ :20~· · 1.939;-. 'le# -~ . s~enty~:f'~ anniverSU7 Qf 
.the trn.tver.sit;r ot · -~l?ELS .: · · · · · · 
· O\ltwa.l'd.• Douhct . ~tton v~ . March 'Zl,· 1939 · . . 

• lllos.som ·t~e. · An. ~~ta- S+V~n: by th$_ School of Jine Ar.ta.,_. 
. . [he D:runkar<l P.res~,a ~Y' ~- lC'Clll.b µ'1 Green .RaJ.1,. April 
17, l9~Shi . . . 

SullJmer b·:t.re ..... -~ .· . 

. §l>r#il· -~- l'bilip ~-
19~9-4o g6t', Jones.. Eugene ·o•lfeill October 301 19~9 . . . . . . 

. HeSJ:'~i.-s the Ri@land.s . William· $8.'royan Octob~ 30, l.939 
1'l!E;!se tWQ. pl.q~ .we:re on ~e same bill, . · .. 

The lffnn,t ot Jan . . . ·. 16th . Decembez' 12, 1939 . 
- --::£i!::=. ·- :u.ai,: - . · .. ~. l.3 1· i">t,n Qua.litx·s~e~t .J~s ~ie -~"~- . '. 

,e! ScotlanC,.. ~ll ~derson · . . . . . . 
Romance <)f' the Willow: Pattern . Eth~l Ven d~r V~er 
A liQD18.t\ oi·ciiaractel': The 1a:et :t;wo _pl9¥s are Qne;,.actu and 

W"er$-preaented · in Gr~eu Hfµ.!. · · . · · · 
····· ltol.i~ )3arry AprU 8; 19'ro 

l940-4l . \'vhit.e ,Wfnm,' . PhU,ip :Ba.rry. OetQber 29, l91K> . nl,~ 
T,he. CradJ.~ Sp§. .Siei-~a-~inez ~cember _ 10, l;rs-v . 
Co$ Bob in ·. _ Blilip }la.r,ry and. Elmer :ru.ce .. ~bru.a:17 l.7; 1941 
•~ ~ance; 2!. :Being EaJ."nest Oscar lt:Ud.e ~'Pt'i,l 1, 1sm,1 
On with the' Shott All~ Crafton May_l9,. 1941 rus· \"8.S s. 

lilµS~, re~-- F:esented. by e. ~Qup of· Univers:t~:, stude~s. 

1941-42 ~der· llotg ,lt9'P.eri ~- .. _])(!~~. 9, -1941 
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1941-42 (con•.t) . 
. . Women 'Clare l3ootli Pl:'es~~d in, th~- spril'.la of 1;)42 with 
an all--iju-l :. . : . . . , ..... · 

~• · YlOOnllgt;t · :aen.· Woli !svy · . Presented as a staged reading 
in G:r~it lraJ.l. on. Me.rch 9, 1942. . . . . . ·. . .. 

Charlie*s Aunt .llran,don in>amas April 6, 1942 
Nfght I-ilst.l!!l. EnD.yn, Will.iams Mey- 4, 1942 . 

1942...J.i.3 Meet the: Talent. An. origil:lal revw3 presented. Octob~r· 25, 1.942. 
Iadies B!_ Retirement · Edwa.'rd · ~cy and Reg:lnald ·llellham. 

lrovemoer 29, 194? . . .· . . 
Close Quarters w. 0, Somin March 7,· 1943 

. . · Dut!:lfffiished Service Allen Crafton Presen,ted on March 30; 
1943.with an. all-gµ-1. cast.• 

1943..44, B!, Yest~ Allen Cra:f'tou. Presen~ed December 12, 1943 
With. £µ'.I. all-girl cast. . . 

Macbeth. Slu:ikes~e A. cµt-t;ing of this pla;y ve.s presented. by 
P,rofesso.r and J,tt-s. Crafton.. Tb.ere w,s. no admittance cba.rge. 

St:mmter !Gteatre 
N4w.t ··it.iirt Fall. Emlyn WW.:lams Presented by the nramatia 

OJ.ub •. ~a was the tirat production ~ected by a gradua.te stu, .. 
dent; Alice McDo~ll~ · · 

1945-56 11@'.: Feve;:_ . Noel. Coward Ma:rch 7, l9li6 . 
Skin. of our Teeth ~ton· Wilder A:prU 29, 1946 
~. --- ·------ .. · ,. . 

.Be($@ C?:!. Hri~seback KIPiflna.n ··&lld Co~lly .. November 4, i9li6 ! Mideumm.er. Night' a Dream Sb,akespea.re March ll, 1947 
Double Door EliZa.beth. McFadden April a, 1947 
Juno and. the• ?%Yc6ck Sean O' Ca.e~y spring 1947 

1947-48 .S?£, Lorraine. Ms.xw'ell .Ande;r.-son. Octobe;r 20, 1947 
.Blithe Spirit, Noel c~a ~cemb~l" 8, 1947 
.~. Trojan women Euripe~s. ?erch. 8, 1948 

;tngdom. -~ ... An. original. by .. a; University 1;1tudent, James 
Gunn, presented .May 14,, 1948. .· 

Har.vez Chase April 8, 1948 .. . 
College·~ An. m:-iginal prqdu~ion by _students, M£\y' 12, 1948 • 
. Private Lives Noel. Coward P.resented as a. staged reading ill 

Gl"een lfall. M,;\Y•ia, 1948. !J!b.is l)'.1.ay" was a proJect of a graduate 
~:!mental sem1ni¢ class; M3ry K. 13ooth d.u-ected the reading • 
. · · The Mikado ·A musical under the d4-ectio~ of ~e School of )ine 

.Arts. and th~ Departmen; of $:peech and Drama. · 
Bungerers WP J 1am .~o:van . . . . . .· . 

Com.in'· 'J!hrougll ~--~ .' l-11.J J :f am Saroyan . The las1; tvc, plays 
are Qne-a.cts p,:esented :ln F,raset on M,;cy- 19, 1948, and d.u-ected by 
i;wo gradilate $tu.dents, Dau. . l.'allliquist and .Rea. 
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1948 .. 49 lJaml.et .Shl;J.kespeare ··Presented· 1membe~ 2,-1948 by~ 
:Q:rama.tic Club1 ... Thia was taken on i;our 'in the· spring. 

~-~'"2.11 lW.1s Lennox Robinson- December 6;· 19'-16 · 
. 2 . Irwin>Bhav Jl'ebruary- 221 1949 This ws a 

thee.is production of graduate student, Harold Harvey. · ... 
. Str~ S:_ Ten Allen: Cra£ton ·. Ma.y 10, 191+9 f 

Gondoliers. . Gilbert and. Sullivan . Presented Febi"121µ7 7, 
~94.9.unde:t" ~he ot the SchOOl of Fine Arts and tbe · 
~pertment of · S~ecb. .and ».rams. as a Light Opera ·Guild production. 

£!j?z_ li1i'~ ~. $!gm$. dance ;recital., April 27, 1949. . 
Ghost ~.~.Chance .. nie College l'Ja.ze production, April 191 194-9. 

. Faust Goethe . P;i;-esented. at the : University of -Kansas by the 
Kansas C:t~y tfn.:1.versity Fl¥rs, April 25i 1949. 

l:$ore.toey Theatre 
Great Catherine o. J;. Shaw March 28, 1949 
Ov'~d (} •. B. Sha.Y March 28, :1949 .These playa ve;re px'e• 

sented · in Fraser~ . . · 
'Ele ·Lost .. Kiss Na;rgeret Douglas Gr~en W-1 
overtones. .Alice Qers~enberg Gre~n · JJa.11. 
l3alcooy Scene Do~<l Elser Gr,een .trall 

1949 .. 50 The- Ma.le: -An~ ~Der and Nugent: October 25; 1949 
· All I¢'0du~tions b'onl. tl4s po11lt o~ were· l.Jniversity- Pl.83"er produc-

tions . ®t!SS ·othemse stated. At a meeting held ill _the fall Of 
1949 the Ul;versity P~s · ·and. -the d.epartm.en~ agreed that q-
production repr¢sen.t~ the' tlffo~s Qt OIJ.e or boiih groups should 
b~ lm<M1 u a U'rl;Lvets:.lty .~.l"a production. · 

. . False Gads qene Brteux December 6, 1949 
Sweethearts · V~c:tor. iierbei't · January 1950 · A_ Light · Opera 

l)roduction. .. . · . · .. . . ._ 
Ten :tittle Indians Agatha Christ1.e J'ebl'lie.:r1 · 28, 1$15.0 

. She stOOI;?B !?.9_ Conqu.En" · ~ver Gold.smith · · Presented AprU 4, 
19~0 and .~ter ~pured IWlsas~ · _ . , 
· Our iJ.'hornton WUdet .An aJ.l .. stµdent production }ll"esented 

in Gre~D.."Jjau on _M$.;r 16; 19.50, .. . . 
West of .Abilene · An o:rigilltl College Deze production by the 

stud.en~ Union Activities org~iZa.tion. 
' . 

Iaboratory Theat,:e. . 
· .~ ·2£. .. LarkS;pur; U>tion . Tennessee Williams . 

!!:!. Bronze ~· ~. wYstal- Noel Coward . 
Soa.;e. 9P:ra · Jobn Kirkpatrick The_se three ~s wre presented 

on N9vember 3,.1949 in Green Hall.. . . 
Christiuas l>:Umer. 'Thornton Wildl:r 

~. Gift .2! the .M!S! Adapted by Joseph Free from~ sto~ b)" o. lrem-y. . . .· . . ' . . . . ' 
. niere•s some~ :r•ve Tell . ~:Uliam Saroyan 

The last three· p).qs were pres~nted December 14., 1949 in ~aser • 
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1949-50 ( con' t) · 
Iabore.tory_Theatre (c.on•t) . 
. .. V:IJJa:ln's Downfall (or Crime Doesn't~) An origimµ by 
a University s·lii.tdent, Jane Schmidt. Presented in the. spring of 
1950 i:o.: Green 1IAll. · · · 

louder-Please· 
Seeing.~-~· 
Forward.•·~ Be.c;k These le.st three are blar-..kout skits pre-· 

sented ill Green Ha.J.l on the. same bill. with Jane Scbmid~ 1s play. 
llock Cha.lk lle,ri.ie Y.M.C.A.. Presented in Roch Auditorium.. -------' . . . . . 

1950 .. 51 Woma.u 2£ Cb.ttll1.ot ,Jean Giraudoux November l, 1950 
You Can't Take it with You .I<aufm.au and Hart December 13, 1950 
Pink.~ .. Ce.ryll and MoLe'J lan A Light Opera. Guild production 

presented February 6; 1951. 
!}_ Mid.summer. Ni&}lt' s Dream · Shakespeare March 14, 1951 
f Cong.uistatori Me.pted by Allen Crafton :from & novel end 

presented April 25, 1951 •. 
College Daze A Student Union Act;ivities ]re>duction. 

Is.boratory 1'b.eatre ••• An extended opera.ti.on 'of the existing Labora-
tory Thea.tre; this one beir:16 established. S~ptember 1950 under the 
direction, of Thomas )f. Shay. All produ,ctions were 1n. Green Hall. 

Laboratory Theatre 
1st :Bill, October 10, u, 12. 

Fumed oak Iroel Coi-1'8.'rd 
Augu,atu°iJDoes !!!, o~ ]3. Shaw 
. . : 

· 2ild Bill, October 24, 25, ·~. 
The Dear De;pgted Stanley Roughton A staged reading. 
[be. Boms.nce o:r the Willow Pattern Ethel Van der Veer 
___.... ---

3rd Bill, l{ovem'ber 1; 8,, 9. 
· Itg.pgerers W~, Jlam saroyan. 

Hello .2!:E, There William Saroyan 

4th .Bill, November 211 22, 23. 
Four Monologu,es from: 

As You Like It Shakespeare 
, ~e IastMile John. Wexley 

Anna.Christie Eugene O'Neill 
Remorse 1?l. ~-

One-act 
Trifles Su,san Ola.spell 

5th Bill, November 28, 29; 30 • 
overruled a. B· Shs.V 
The Intruder Maurice Maeterlinck A staged reading~ 
_.;;;;,;;.;.;.· ........ -



Pli¥8 (13) 

1950 .. ;1 (con't) 
fabore.tor:, ( qon • t) 

6th l31ll, December 5,. 6, 7~·' 
Nativity Plq . _ nesea:rch ~d script by Al.le~. Crafton. 

7th Bill,, -~bruar.y 201 217 22., 
Overtones Gerstenberg and. HPwe.rd 
Moonahine . ~. lfo,pldns-. 

8th__ BUl,-_ Feb'l'"l'IA-rov ·'07 • ,;;.o -- · oa. 
-- -· '. -~-4 ~,, ~, ~-

Monkelf'-!. Paw Adapted. by Louis W. Ffµ'ker f;t-<)Dl a 
short. si;qry by w. W. · Jacobs •. 

Welsh Hon.e;Y'!eon · JE:ane~te .Marks 

9th BUl., AprU 10, ri, 12 •• 
na.nder_Sauce l3etty Smith 
Allother Way Ollt Sµsan Ole.spell 

10th .lli.ll.; -May- l. 
[ihe Powrs _ IJ!hat .An. orig;i.naJ. long p~ by Will1-

Sollller I!• . 

llth Bill, ·Malf 8;- -9,- lo. 
SU.ppressed Desires_- · 1:ro,san Glaspell and George Crmu Cook 
1'lle Three Tinier James F. · Stone ......,. ____ ......,.__ ' 

. . . . 

12th lli.U.;i· Mair 16,. 17, 18, _ _ _ 
'!'he Valiant Hoiw:rtb;r Hali and Robert Miclcll.emaes . 
. .A Mimlet _ Iau.i.s N. ParkeJ;' · · · 
Wurz~l-EJWfy!!V A. A.· Milne· 

1951-52 Good Medicine An original JDUSical revue by Allen Crafton. 
Pi-~sen,ted October .26; 1951, ___ _ - . -

Whe: Impottance 2!:. :se;pg·Earnest _ oacar WUde _ Decemb~r ~,- 1951 
Fac:w.ty Follies All original l"evue _ presented December 13, 1951 

:Bartered ~- A Light Opera· Guild production presented 
:February_ 4, _ 19.52. __ _ 

Iad;Y;'s 'Not ,For Burn;tng Christopher _FJ!y Februar;y 27, 19;2 
Rock Chalk Revue · Y.M.c.A. Presented in Hoch Auditorium March 1.4, 1952~ _ _ . .. - - - - - -
_ Tweltth lft$ht Sl:UJ,kes:peare Presented AFil 15i 1952 arid later 

veut.on t~. · 

Iabo:ra.t.or, Thea.tl'e; $. continuation. of lruilt year•s operation with 
less acti-n.ty. · _ · 

J.st~teill., _ November 7;- 8; 9• 
. Pooi" Magdalen.a. · 
Enter the Hero_ ~sa Xelbm.-n --· ................. 
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1951-52 (con*t) 
Iaboratoey. Theatre (con •t) 

2nd :Bill, November 28, 29;. 30 •..... 

1952-53 

· · ,!a Pimlico · A staged reading. 
The Man ill the :Bowler He.t A. A. Milne Esce.F!i16oiiuff}lt. - · 

,3rd Bill,- · January 14, 15_.: . 
~- Marriage_ Rt. Sobeide Rugo von Ro:f'fmanatahl 

4th. Bill, :Februaey 13. . 
-~ ~-2 Lord.Dunsany 

5th. Bill; :Jeb?"Uary ~, 21,. 22. 
Heavens·. ~seli Culver, e. 1926 University sra,duate. 
-~ ~- Shrine Stark Young · · 

6th nru, March 6, 7. 
Iantern. Ma.rria&EJ. Jacques Offenbach A one-act comic opera. 

7th 13111,, March-12; 13; 14. 
!i$t. ! A l3achelor Conrad Seiler 
Half .an Jiour. James.)(. l3a:rl"'ie 
IFYou""'can•t' Fish Without .Tenderloin E. P. Sonkle - - ---------------

8t,h. mu, Am-u 3, 4.. . 
-~ Light Returning An original by Robert Ionderholm, a 

Vniv~sity lJlw stu.dent • 
. Four on a. Hee.th ___ _.......,. __ 

9th irn; ,At>r:U 23, 24. 
~-Beggar's gpera: John GEcy' A, staged reading. 
The :Beau of Bath -------~~ 

The :Morning Star Henry c. lJaskell October 29, 1952 
The ~--La.~ s:,_ th~ Sonnets o •. :B. Shaw December 10, 1952 
A Phoenix~ Frequent Christopher .Fry _December 101 1952 
-~ Me&Widow_· Franz-:~- February 9* .1953 

Inspector Calls ;,. ». Pries~ Ma.rcli 4, 1953 
The . Contrast Royall.· Tyler March. 25, l.953 
T.iie will !Duis Mennini . 
Petticoat Fever Mark· Reed Presen~ed in the Student · Union. 

!Abora.tory 'l.'heatre: v~ little act1v,1ty compared. with the last 
two years. 
· second Sl:lepherd1s Presented::_,December 15, 1952 in the 

Green .Hs.ll Little Theatre. No admis$ion was chlLrged. 
~- Felon's Daughter Thomas Tagga.tt_. A melodrama. pre-

sented by the University ~era :ln. -~e Green 1lall Little 
Theatre Febrwu-y 25, 1953 • 



,Presen.ted 7, 1953 in 

Xabo~ator;y ~a.t~ . 
Catherine l'a:c.r. ~~ce 13ar!itg 
A Min1let Louis lf• Parker· 
Phiims .S~y ~ton . . . . . . . . 
The: !I.Wlve PQund !2a James M. :Barrie The 1ast four p¾rs 
. , ~e presented on ~- s• b.µ.J. Oc;:tober a, ~, 23, 1953. 
~- Fi!?:ier of . Perciva:L ,Wilde. . 
The Ime!z Mir~cle Philip · Johnson 
Corridors of the Sow. -~ lf., Jvretnov 1l.1hese three ~s vere . . F8S~f;ed on. tiie°"same b1i.l. . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . 
Ml__Pa:rtnet. A.J!lelodr,ama _p:esented by the University, P~ers 1n 
. . Er~e,r Janµa.ioy 13; 1954. . 
~estiltskiQ; An.· a&J.ptation • · This mas tlie ti.rat Chil.dr~' s 
. · !ll:J.eq.tre produc;tion. . . . 

.lla.m; dourne:t;. ~toil Wilde~ . . . . 
No Exit Jean•Paul Sa.rtl'e J3onnie Royer directed both as - . ot ,i production. thesis. April 21., 22;· 23,. . . . . 

1954-55 Ri(¥l;t You Are Ji' 'toil !lhink .!! l'.iligi Pirandello l'tovembe~ 10, 195Ji· '' ---- . ''. ' 
· --~ 'Wilderness Eugene o•lfeUl December 8, 1954 

An American. in l3Qston Carl. MUJ.oe~ Adapte<1 by ellarle.s 
BoltT - . 
· · · Biehsrd . III $hakespeare .Ms.rch 16, 1955 . 

. Riders to. the Sea J. M. Synge 
~i§'TMerchant . 1'he last two ~e operas presented -~ 

~er May 10,. 195~. 
IA'bo;-a.toey· Theatre 

· lsti :S:J.l.l.; October ll, 12., lJ. 
:With Discretion Attila v. Orbok 
Lithuania Rupert lh"ooke 
Refund. Fritz Kal;'intby 



Plays (16) 

l954-S5 (c:on't) _ _ .. 
Uib.<>~atory. 'DJ.ea~ ( con•t). 

2nd BUl, · .Wovember 151 16, 17. 
Spo011 ltiver Anthology · Lee Masters. Adapted '£or 
_ the ~-tag~ by Allen. ~.: , : 
Moonshine ·.AJ;"thur, _ Hopkins. · · 

· ~a ~w:, lle~er- 131 · i4/1;}!~~6 • 
. Gree:b Catherine. (h l3.' -.Shaw 

70., 

4.~ ;'.aru, _ Nt4-ab. 3, 4. · . 
· The :Phi i adelphi&· $-toq Phi4J;i ~- _ l?J;esented. 111 arena. 

· ,tyl~ µ1. -~ Sw.ciEtllt. Union as ·partial ~Ulment for 
a FQduct1on t.h,e(Jis by. Cha:t1es DodrUl;. a. graduate 
•Qtudetit •. 

·,th ·:aill; ~bruary 31 4. · . 
· !2_. Mother ~- Guide tuuan M'ortim.er A melodrama 

p.J."e~en-J.ed l>y -~ U:,J.versity PlayertJ.• 
. . 

6th B:Ul, Apr-il 20 ;- 1955 
Rivals 1n the School. f'or Scandal llola Ring adapt1;1d two 

ot '-~ Bh~idan I s pla;ys, - te.ter taken on. iiour ii 
' ' . 

7th Bill ·· · May 4 ·· ·· 5. • . ·.. . . , . . , . . ' . 

~lfoble ~-- Percival Wil~ 
G-reeli Pas.tut-es. Marc CC'nnellg· 
Hea.v~ Discourses · l!!:tekine· Scoti:t Wood 1'.be l.e.$t two 

· wer~ cu~-t;:µigs. and w-~ pr~sented. as ~teaed readings. 

195; .. 56 P1cn:l¢ WU Ji~ Inge The c:>rig:inal ending wt-i~en by :Inge WEts 
· used for P"<>duction, Oatober 26, · Jff, 28, .. 29, 1955 

Ganinier Gurton's Needle . December: 71 81 91 10:, 1955 
Carousel llo~s end Hammerstein A Light Opera Guild prqduc ... 

ti<Sn p.,:e$ented :February .6, 7, e, 9, 19;6. . . 
P,jrgrnalion (h 13. Slui.w _l-fErrcli 1, 8., 9~ 101 1956 _ _ 
Rock Chalk Revue Y .M.(hA. Presented. in Roch Audi.tori,~ Me.rcll e3, 19%. · · · · · · · · · · · 
Cosi -Fail !f!u.tte · M:>za.ri; A COlllic oper$ pres~ted in 1raser 

Apri:L ~o, 1956. 

Ia~or~tory Theatre . . . 
1st. $ill~ OQtob~ 12, 13, 14li . 

I£>rd »,yron • s. -~ Letters Tennessee Willi.ems 
Summer Comes to the Dieiilond. O RoJ>ert Finch 
Firliculi_, Filii~ Bit& WeDlnan 
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Pl.a¥s (17) 

19~_, ... 56 (eon't) . 
· IabOX'atory. The~tt-e (:con •1;,) . 

3rd Bill, 1~6ember 14, 1955 .'' · . . . 
. , , Diiixika.rd, · A melo!h'ama;: presented by the t;niversity 

· : P~ers Gl:"e~ mr.u .. · · · , ··. 
4th Billf ji.,ilmi~~_. 29, I,tnidi l, 2, · ·3,~ . 

Th$ Menaeclmd. PJ.autu.s. P.resented in the Student UD,ion 
- as .au areria. style . Faductio~~· · 

,th :am,• ftlrcll 27, 28i 29.-
. lCl.nd Is.ay Edward Chodorov <Presented. in Fraser 'Jheatre 

-:-:-J.tb.en late):- taken on tour Wough Kan.Esas, . OkJ ah~, 
1Utd ~Gow.:'i• . 



.AP.PENDIX B . 

·• 

.ln rm. -.ttempt tc;, eJJrn:tne.te re~:l.i;ioI\ whenever possible and at the 

same ii:lme to record as •ccurately $S. p,ssible all inf'oriliation availal'>le on 
the S\lbject, the Qou;rses offered. µi ~eatre (or closely related to the 

theatJ;-e) have been listed o~ the fol.lmr1ng ~es combined nth all the 

faet4ty tmd statt lnembers who ~t these courses. Since the c:ou:rses $11<1 - ' . . . . 

the$r teachers are Q.'.l.o$eJ.¥ related ~t was deo:f.ded to list them together 

under the departments in -wntch thft· courses were of:f'En4ed., 

It will ~e ~ed that in the earfy yearsi 1880-1903; only a few 

courses. iii thea'tir$ are ltsted- Most ot the courses listed s.:re in El.owt1on 

and. Oratory. They ere included here bece.use they :represent a. 1:Jeginning in 
the theatre C\u:Ticw..um.· 

•'1 

thE! mqre ~ec~nt rears,. do not .c;:orwtitut~) tb.e entire ate.ft of the department. 
Since this '(;4esis ~ncerns 1~.ijel.f. pruner:t~ with theatre ac.$i'.V'it1es at. the 

University, Qi,.ly those members 9:t the trt;aff vho -t;augb.t 'tiheat~. classes or 

who act:1,veJ.;r ~icipat.ed ::tn. tlieatrt;: activities, as directors or technical 

persons, are 11,s"t,ed. 

F~, ;Lt w:t.ll be noted that l;l,t 1,imes a few words a.re used to 

describe add:1;.iiions or changes i1?. the tb.ea.tre ~iculum. and statt -£or a 

given ~B'I!; 'While at Qther times the complete theatre curriculum (and ~-

lated courses) being c;>ffe.-ed at tbat t1me, a.tong Vith all the theatre staff 

members are liGted.· This was done in the interests of b:rev-ity •. At the same 



Courses end Faculty 

titn£! it is ho!)ed the.t the reader vUl, be able to see clearly just what. was 

goins on~ the dl;!~n.t j,n thes.~e workj: the cbanges .and additions that. 

had '.b~en made, l>Y simp~_ ref'errins ~c, the ~a.r- 1n which j;l;le last complete 
. : ·: ' . ·. . ' ·. . ' .. · ... . . . . . . . . 

. 188o 

189() 
,·.' 

· EJ.ocu.tion course!$ are listed in. the ~lish Department • 
James M •. Gleed · 

~ish Depa-rbnent. J?rofesso~ Vickery 
. . English · 8--abakespee.re . Three pl.Ecy's,; · First term • 

.. . Ever.y day e.t 10;00. . _ . 
• Etlgl.iEJh 9-Shakeslj)eare 1bree i>laiY's- ~CQnd term.-

Every aq at 10:00. 

Exislish ~'\.••. C. G• !>unlap 
Eng11s~ 12-014 Erigl:i,sh :Drama _-

·1,JY~ ,day a..t 4:oo • 
. Engli. Departllient~, R• .I~ Fulton _ _ _ _ . 
' Stud.en.ts in the new School of Fine -.Arl;s required to. take :N.ltonts . course in Elocution. . .·.-· .. ·•.· . . . . . . . ·. . .. 

31.oco.tion. 'fQX' ~shinen 
:EJ.o:qci.t:µ>n for Sophomores · · 
Two_ CQUrses in Shakespeare_ _ _ 
ll:Lstofy' or _»rame.. ~t by C.- o.- Jlunlap 

School· of ).fil.s;tC) __ ·ia.i:J.d.. Pau.tinS. _ 
ilre.matic Action., Ofi'ered.. to voice atudents and tausht by 
· : M.,,: p~: CJ.ark,_ an ~s:l.stant in .Elocu.t1on, Orator,r and. 

Pll;y_sical Culture. 

School. of MusiQ and. Painting.' 
Dramatic A,c"t;i.an. _ · 
:Elements of Vocal E:x;press1,.on _ . _ 
Action in Orator-11 Critic1am of OratiOns and Declamatio1;1B 
()ratory--Praatical Train:41S• 

English Departn,.ent.- . . . . 
HiPtOl.'7 of~ I>rama. _ P'irst term._ .Even-~ at _l:00. 

COUl"se conducted by instructors in Greck1 Ia.tin., . English, 
FrenQh ._8Zld. aerman. 
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1897~98 . _English De~».t• Profess6l' Vickery 
Elements of Vocal. l:xpress:J.on · l .hr. 'Required of' ell 

f:\';"el3hmen. p.ot _electing musie · · 
Act~on in. Orator#, · -· , 
~tory, 

1899 ... 1909 Eliglish_Depariiment~. Pl:'o:f'e(:Jsor Vi~ry, Mrs. Smith 
V 7Pim:t;om;tme Expresa1011-pr1nc1pl.es of ))elsarte 

. VI-:fJialects end $@Se· l:}-esence ... ora.tors . : . . . . . vµ .. Drama.~1~ Action ~C>t¢ssor. Vi.ckeq or ~s. Smith. 
· .XI-Dramas .and Public :Readµigs · 

.. ; 

1900 .. 01 EngliGh'l)e~tifientii P.rotess~· V1.ckery J.'Uld. ~s •. Smith 
Cours~s cropped.: 

Action in Orat<>ry Or~- .· .... • ., . . a Orf 
lli.stor.r of l>r8llla . 

Otll.~ courses rema~d. the sam_e. 

1901-02 . ~- 'cot¢'3es. a:t"f,l the fiante for thU year' ~t they were o.tt~ed. 
1n th~ S.ab.ool of F~ Arts. . . 

1902 .. 03 Same; :v:t.akel,'y" EiUd .Smith gon~ after this year. 

1903-04 ~nt ot .'.PllbUc Speaking and Debate. 'l'his was the :f'irst 
mentj,.Qn of separate Q.e.pa.rtmen,t. 
· Assistant Professo:r George Frazier 

· · v-~ Modern ~a.ma Frazier. · 
·vx-The Plati'orm·work Frazier 

. V:0:•Shakespe~e Frazier . . . _ . _ 
Work in tb,e de~nt_ 1,;teyed the same th:roue;h 1905--0Q. 

1906 .. 07 De~nt of .:Fine ~•- · :erotessor. Frazier 
3-~~~ar~,- 11mae ,as thij. previous· ~ae. 
6-Pia.l.ecta end. Jinpersonat1ons _(2) 
7~S:t;aging ot flq11 (2) · 
8-stage Deportm,ent (2) .. 

12-PresentaiiionfJ ot im"ces ·. (2) 
15-Preeentation. ot Flay~· · (2) ,. 

Courses rema.:lri.ed. t~e .6$I!l8 tbroligll the &1pr1llg ot 1908 1D. 
the· Schooi of F,ine Arts -

1908-09. Courses were the same for this year bi.lt Miss Gertrude Mossler 
rep.laced Mr, .. :Frazier. Sne took the position. of ins~ctor in 
Elocution.· · · · 
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1909--lO Co~ses ~till iJJ. the Sohool of Fine Arts and they 
stq the· same tbr~ the $pr:i.ng of 1914. · Gerhard A, Ges~ll 

•'WaS added t9 the ~~t- ].)ub.lic Speeldng ap.d .Debate 1J1. 
l~ll-~... , . 

~pai-tment_.of Fu:blic. SJ;,eaJd.ng ~d Debate. Gesell gone, 
Pl'ofe_ss~ Arthur Ma~a;y . 
Assistant _:ProfessOX' -~ ~. · liill 
. Dram& courses re:ma:tned the same. 

. . . ' ' . . . 

-;;··. .. . 

. . 

1915-l.6 Depij.rtment ot l'u.bl:lc Spe~ (~b$.te drO,Pped 1.n title) . 
!L.1h!s •s t~ f:trst time courses were ;f.ncJ.uded in theatre 
pra.ci;:Lce ••• courses 6o and 611 for two hours Qi-edit.: .. 

CQUrses ~emain¢d the same throu.sh the spring o_f 1923. 

1919 .. ~n>.1 Artliu:r Shµm,- instructor; rep1aced-11"PWel'd. T. Blll~--
1921.-22 Sb1nn was ~sed to rank of assistant professor. 

1923-24 llepa;rt.ment of Pul;,lic ~peaking changed tQ 
l)e~nt of Spee~ and· »rimlatic kt· 

Chairman. i:lt the llepa:rtmen~, Prof~ssor Allen Crf,l.f'ton 
J\,Ssiste:.,,t Prof~ss0.r, G1Jk1Daon · 
~sistaut lnst;,.t~ot; And.er.so~ 

Cours~s: _ 
lt.' ~µicip~s of Speech (2) BaBic cours,, 

51• .Introductl<>n to the Thea~ Art, (3) 
5g. !L'heory and. Pra..ctice of ~a.em. ]);rams, .(3) 
7i. J>¾ywriting I (2). . 
72• PJ,a.yw:,:itiug II .. (2) . 
Ten of the twenty-two courses. off~d. in. the de}>artment -were 
theat.re eoutsea · and tlle. Qnl;y wo three-hour courses 1'1'ere .1.n 
theatre. 

1924-25 .New courses: . .· 
53. 'nl,t,ory and Practic~ of Modem ·Drama l (3) 
5.4. ~Ory .and ~ice ot Modern Drama. lI_ .. (3) 

'1e;ywriting could. be ta.ke;n for graduate credit, thus melc1ng 
it .illed'lrst _#a.du.ate work pe;-mitted ~- the cle~nt • 

. , . . . . ,,, 
. . . ' . ::• . : ... ,- .-.. _ .. •-:- . ,,-.-~ .. ' . 

. 1925 .. 26 l'o ch$,nges. 
1926-27 A gmnt of, a lll&jor to the de~t--cou:rses _from other 

dep$,rtments c,:ou.ld b~ counted towards :ful:f'ill.ing the maJor 
requirements; a course 111 Shakespeare end one .il1 Modem 
·l)rmz,a 1n. tli~ __ English. Department;• a course in Psycb.olo~ 
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1926~27 (con• t) . . . 
and· ~ne ··.1n Aesthetics wich was. taught in :1ihe Philosopey-
Department. . . . . . . . . . 

Robert . Cal.derwood (l3.A. ) 1 added as assistant professor·. 
New course: : ·.. . . : ., .. . . .·· . 
. 56. Drama.tic Technique a 3-hr. course 1n: acting. 
, ~. . ,, 

· 1927 .. 28 Ptoresso~ .. Crafton on 1eave Qf absence, 
Bue~. ·lia,s ma.de associate professor and served as depart• 
ment ·chidr.mau. · . · 

Theatre .· courses :remained :the same~ 
. . ' . . . . . 

1928 .. 29 Cal.de:tjroocl .becmne· ·associate p;r;ofesso~. 

1929-30 

1930-31 

Mii3s Fr~cej;,rwilso~ (13.A.);.wns added to the st;aff. 
Course changes: · ·· · · ' 
·.: ~ittng·7J_ to e;r1· .... 

Playwrit:l.ns.72 to Z,2 

Department of ~ech and .Drama.ti~ Art . 
Barton Kingsbury .added JS '~sia~t ~stru.ctor,. 

· Theatre c01.1rsef;i ott~d · a~. this time ,rare: . · 
. · .51 •. : Ill.troducti()ll to 1;h.e .Thea~ Arta (3) . 

53. Theory and Pra~ice of Modern Drama I (3) 
54. Theory and Practice of Modern Drama II .. (3) 
56 •.' · .l>ramatic ~chnique . (3):, 

271. Pla.ywritix,.g I (2) · · 
:!72,; ~n-iting II .. (2) 

1931-32 Same in·curr!¢ul:um and staff. 

1932-33 Same. 
1933.34 R()bert Haig ·(l3,.A. ), replaced Miss Frances Wilson on the statf' 

es ins.tra:ctor. · 

l.934-35 

1935 .. 36 

. · Courses l"ema:Lned the· same• 

~s,; Elliott· (i'ormerl:y Miss Mary M3"ers) replaced Haig as 
instructor. -. · . · · ·· 

New course: 
,- 274., Sem:f na.r in Theatre Art1:1 (2-4) 

Depa.rt!llent of' Speech and Dramatic Art 
No staff $8.ri.ges. 
Courses i ; .·· _.. . . 
. J.1. General. Pl.ey' ~«;>du~ion. (~). . 

51. Intr9duction to the Th~atre Arts _ (3) 
53. Theory and Practice of Acting (3). 
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Cou.rs~s 9-,n,<l FaCl.llty 

(con•t) . .. . . . ; .. 
_ Courses;. (can't) ; ._ 

51'-~.Th~ory and.Pra.cti~ C)f Dii-eoting (3) 
. 56.~ :Orama:tic Technique· (3). · 
rm.! Pl.Ecywriting J: _(2): , ·. . -- · , . , 
212~ :e1eywr1t1ng n . (2) 

. 274. Seminar in Theatr~ .Arts (2-4) 
. ~P-:tY''."'~ee hoUl"s ,rere n~ of:f'eI"ed 1n theatre, vo:rk •. 

: . . . ·. , .. .. . ' . . . ' . .. 

1936-37 iro cqurse.:··.~ges. . .. " .. 
~olla lfu.ckl.Ei's · (B.A. ) , repla.~d ~s .. Elliott as instructor. 

1937-38 tiio personnel changes. 
~e· first: course in tadio·was .. added~ course. D.UJll'l)~_ . cbatiges: . . · . . . 

5* t~ .15,4, 56 to i5q • 
.. ·. 

1938-39 No ClO'ln,'se $8.nges. . .• .. . • . 
Donald. ·s •. Duon (:a.A. ).t was a~d 'to the sta.tt as assistant 
i;lµ~ctor •... - · · 

1939-40 Depa;r'faent: of Spe~@. and D;r~Uc Art 
Staf.f:. _.· . . . . . . 

Cra.tton,: professor and head Qf '\,he· d.epartment~ 
.As1;;ociat~ P.i:-ofessor, Cal~rood · 
Xnstru.ctQr; Nu.ck.lea.· .. 

. . As~istant tns'l;ru~tOl:'i .. Dixon. 
New_t~ourses: . . . . · .. · . 

57. The Motion Picti.µ:'e. (2) 
71. Radio _Dr.a.ma.tic P.rod,ttc;rt;ion. 

77. 

year DJEµ'ked the 1'1,rst t:lme tlle department (!Quld gran~ a 
master's ae~ee: the work was to be :J.n both EduC1;1.'tie>n . and. 
Speech. end.. Dr.EJ.l!la~;Lc Art• . . 
(E.l.izabe~ -Stevens :wa.s tlle :ru-st student to receive M,A. 
in the With Margaret AndersQn as spon$ot-"-for 'the 
deg;-ee.) · · · 

194o-41 No course changes. 
Nuckles. resigned and J~s ~on te>_ok his pl.a~ as ~stru.ctor. 

1941-42 ~OD. gor1e·; 

1942-43 Crai'to~, Buelil~, caJ.de:rwood; A.xlderson---this was the entire 
staff 4ur~g the war years. :i:t is ;lmpossible to dete;'111ine 
whe~ or, P.,ot there were El.llY. course Cbangea at thi,s time 
as ~ere w~ no ca.ttq.qgues prin,tecl 1942-43 and. 1943.44. 
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i944-45 l>epa;rtmen.-1;; of Sp~ecb. -and. Drama.tic· Art 
Courses·-·o:t!'ered a.t this· ."time: . 

· ll. lrundamentals: of· Plq P.roduction (3) 
· 51. Acting I (2) . -·: .·· . . . 
: 52~ Ac1iing :n::~- (g) ·. · 
·,56 ... Stagecraft:,_ (2) · · 
57. · !the. Motion' Picture· · (2) _ 

151. ·· Introd.uctiOn to· the Theatre Arts (3): . 1 ii:.·:~1=1nf;)~3)· .. -:'·. ' . 
300. Thes;l.s "(4;..6)_ ._ . . 

.,:320f t.ntestigation and Coi:l:f'erence (l:lmite·d. to 8 hours) 
350. :Adys.nced P!B¥ Production (3). . . 
:-3;1. Semina;r ·in: 'L'heatre_ and ib;-ema (2-4) 

78, 

: ~g:ttining .. :l.n_ iihe . ~arly 30' s CQUrEJe, Tea.ch.er' s Course . in 
$p8Etcb. and Di.-ama:~ic Art, :. was· 'listed in the. School cif' Edu.ca.tion 
put_· tie.a · .taught by a. member o'i! the Depa.:):'tment of Speech and 
Dramatic. Art. 1lhi.lJ course continued through the war years. 
It was. dropped. shortl:y aft.enmrii when the course was ts.ken 
aver by;: and,. taught in, the School of Education, · 

. .. . ' ' 

1945-46 No cl:lsnge;EJ ~-

. 191,6' .. 47 Inf:J.~ :of stu~nts, especie.ily v~terans. _ 
Sta.tt: · Professor, CraftoJlJ Associate Professor, CalderwoQdJ 

Assistant Prof~ssor~· -DiXQnj.: Instru~ors, ;;. Crafton, F. 
Feist (Wilson). Ms:l.stan~ Instructor,. Kennecy", 

. ·-
There: was·: an increase · in ·the. number.: of. speech inSt;l."Uctors 

-which lias tne· result of a:. coUege :faculty X'Uling 1.ha.t two holirs 
ot · s~ech {F-.mdamentals •of Speech) -would hereafter be necessary 
fo:r-g:raduation •. Making ·this courtle -:(!olhpulsory was not due -to 
tmy' insistence or urging on theipart of the departmentf it'wa.s 
~pted .by .faculty at the J;"equest ot the administrative 
COlIDllittee · · · 

C~se·chan.ges:: 
Acting .. I anct II became one course,. 511 Acting (3) and 45, 

Pract:i,~ 1n·Pub]4c Speech (½ hour credit); ~s added,. 

1947-l.Ja ijo·::course :~es • 
... }· 

J.91t8-49 No course· changes;. 
· -Staff: P;t-ofessor Cra:f'tonJ -.Associate Professor Caldert1oodJ 

Assistant· -Professor DixonJ Instl"uctors, J. Crafton, Feist, 
Palmquist; ,Assistant ~~ctors, Courtney, lrarvey, Shay. 
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1949.50 Course changes: 
. - t51., Theatre_ :ln Western Civilization (3) 

. The tiii1e was changed from. Introduction to 
·· ·: th~'•'l!hee.tre Arts;~ · · · · · . 

· 390. : T11e~1s · . (Number cliangea :,..Ol?l 300) 
' . ·. .: 

Keeping up··w11,b,._·the department. it should _be noted that by 
1950, ,a.fter-taking certain designated cc,µr~es covering the 
different speech fields1 the . student could (and did). devote 

· .most of his· junior and senior ·work either to specialization 
in Genera.1. -S;peech, _ Theatre end l:lrama, Speech ·Correction or 
(three· years .. la:~er) ~o .and !relevision. . . 
. . . . . . . . ' 

1951-52 Department of: Speech -and. Drama . . . . 
Prof'essor Crafton, .clla.4'ma,n of ~- department. 
Associate Professor Emeritus, Calderwood 
Assistant Professors;· C~neyj Dixon · 
In.$~ctqx-s, Feist, :tra.rve;y 1 .' ~uiSt, -Rea, Shay 

. . . . ' . ' . . 

Courses: 
· 1 .. Fundamentals of Speech _ ·(2)· Ba.sic course 
ll. · Fundamentals of Pley ·Product:ion (3) . 
45. J?ract:Lce in Public Speech · {total. of' 3) · 

--51.. Actiri· (~) . . .. ·- · -. . . g .;J .• 
56. stageara.tt _ (2) 

151. The Theatre in . Westel'll Civ1..lization (3) 
J.54._ Plzj,Directing (3) . . . . 
171 •. ~o Drama.tic Script Writ:lilg (2) 

· -27l• Pl.a;ywriting -(2)· . - ·_. ·. : - .. 
320 · !Inrestige.tion arid -Conference _ ( total of 8) 
350. Advanced PlSiV Production (31 . · 
351. flem:tnar in Theatre end :br"mna. ·(2-4) 
3.90. '.L1hes1s (4-6) · · · 

At this t:ime-t.he a.epa.rtnient bad five· difi'erent areas of work .. 
1. Forensics . . 
2,. Speech> Correction 
3. Radio .. 
4. Theatre and Drama -and- Productions 
5. Fundamenta.]J3 of Speech courses_ 

127 hours ·of_ wqrk were now offered in the department, _23 (jf· 
which concerned theatre . and drama. . 

1952-53 Crafton on leave•-Dea.n l?a.ul B. Iawson acting chairman of the 
department. ·. . 

Staff; -
Professor Crafton 
Associate J?.rofessors, Dixon, !iewfield 
Associate· P.rof~ssor Eneritus·; CaJ.de~od 
Instructors, Feist; Pal.mg.uist1 Rea., ·Shq 
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19,2 .. 53 (con•t) 
Ma.Jor' :requirements for ·the student niajoring in .. the department 
are as follows: ·.. ·.. · . · · · 1, 2, ·-u, 12; 'a.na.1ao. , ; .• r . 
The additional ·~ses were determined l?Y the area{stressed m the major.. ..'.:' 
For the mast~•s degree,the. stud.e~t .must have i2 h~·s of':. 
undergraduate. 'wprk in, . speech and .. dralila.,; iiiciuding · the courses 
~qufred., 1'~ the uncJ.e:::-gr~u.a.te ma.Jor· in 'f;;h.e d.e~t, and 
aJ.l·cand.idates i'or/the master's de~~emust take at lea.st'15 
hours speech. and. clriµna.. · 

The master'~·· degreie combini~g ·Ed.ucatio:n. .and Speech and. Dr~ 
ims: still:· atioth~ degree granted in, conjunction With the Speech and Dr• ])epa.,:i;ment. · · · ·. · · · 

!L'his · degree cow.a be earned. in tM. :roµowing 'Wtcy': 
L The prerequisi~!3 must· :tn4u~ the i'urulamen:t;a.l cou:rse 

•. in: speech. and'drama. (11 :a, U, 121 and 18o) ·ancl. l5 
hours .. 91'. edttca:~ion. . · . .· .. · _ . . 

2.. Fiftee~ hours of graduate work · il;l. speech and «4'ama. a.re 
, ' accept~d :tmJS.rd 1ibe· degree. :,:. ,, , , , , 

Course change; · 
· ?71• P~i't:tng (from 2 to :~-4 hou:rs) ,, , 

, , 

tlepa.rtment '. of: Speech :ana nrams. 
'Pro:f'es$or ~, t!ha:Lrma.n. of the ·aepa.rtment~· 
Professors, ,Crafton;,, Newfield. . · · · · 
Associate :Professor Dti.on ... · .. ; .... 
Instj;-uctors, ·.liol:ii;, Pa1lnc;o1i.st, ,wJ;"ighil 
: . ·' ·- , .... _, ; .. ' ,· 

Iiewfield had/be~n. ~a.ised to rank o:t}#ofessor •. Cha:t-les Holt 
was assistant director 1n. the theatre under Ifewfi~ld. . .. . ,,.·, .. ;_' ·.· ... . . . . ·.' .· . . . · ... 

few courses{,:, , , . , :: , ' 
!i52r Introduction iiO the Contemporary Theatre (3) 

· ·1.55. Ad.vanc~d Acting (2) ·. . . · .. < · · _ • .. 
300. In:t;rod.uct:toii t9 Graduaw Stuw ;ln Speech and Drama (2) 
. ·. ' ; :.· ·_; _ _:. · ... --: . ,,·. ·. ·;•:. . . . 

19$4-55 Depal:'tmen:f; · o:f ,Speech -~d D:rama . 
Staff: · r> ...... , ··· ., . 

·NathanieLEek · (M.A~ ), Joined statt as .instru<;tor 
speech and drama .. and d:µ-ector .of. the Ie.boratory Theatre; 
Wton ~· (B~F.A.),, be~ the .. firs~ staff member to 
be hired ·as primarily a teacher in stage design and as 1:iecb.-
nical' · assistant in the University, Theatre. . Cha;-les Dodrill 
was ap.ded· to the staff as assistant instructor in spe~·ctr·~d drama and assistant director i'ti the Iaboratory Theatre.. ·, 
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1954-55 . (con•t) ·-
Co,µ-13e . ; -. - · · 

. ~6. stagecraft became Stagecraft arid Desi(511.', · (3) 

1955 ... 56 · De~'i; · of Speech ~d Dratn8. 
, .Statt:, . ·>, .. - . . 

Dr •. _Newfield. resigned. , 
I . .End.n: Goff. (Ph.l>. )., , 1-m.s appointed associate ·professor. 

of drama -~d.Director: of -the Thea~re~ ·.:Jack :Brooking '(M.A.), 
was , s¢lected by Goff as his assistant theatre director. · 
Duonresigned. in the spring'of 1955 and Bruce Linton 
(Ph.D. h was cho·sett Oin. his place.· · . ' . . . · 
Ina.tructcn-s primar;J.:cy'. interested and vorking iii theatre • 

. were: · Brooking, c. :Dodriµ1.· Eek,. Holt., and llowartb,. _ 
·Goff .wE1S- given. direct ,supe1,"Vision of theatre.·and drama 
~icular vork as· well as ,grad.ue:t.e work •-tlw.J 'area~ 
(This step was .made by the_:Chan.ceUor,. Dr. Franklin t,brphy.) 

Course <:ban.gas: 
56.- Stagecra:f't and Design (3) became 

22 •. Stage~a.t't (3) .. 
23~ Stage Design. (3) 

Courses in theatre at this time were: 
. ll. Fundamentals of Pl.a.y P.roduction (3) 

.22. Stagecra.fv (3) . . 
23., s~e Design (3) 
5i. Acting. (3) - .. 

· 151.i.: The Theatre in Western.Ci-vilization (3) 
152. Introd.u.ction·to ·the Contempor.ary- The~tre (3) 
154. Play Directing (3). 
i55. Advanced Acting -_ (2). 
171. Radio Dramatic Script Writing (2) 
271. Playwriting (2-4) - . . 
3oq. Introduction to Gr~te Study in Speech e.n.d Drama (2) 

_:320. Investigation and Conference (total of 8) 
350. Advanced Piay Production (3)· ·. -
_351. Seminar in 'J!heatre a.ua·-Drama. (2-4) 
390 • 'J!hesis . ( 4-6) ' · 
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Conboy, Willi~~ .. ~son,al in'.l;erv~ew, Un~versity .of· Kansas, September, _ 1956. 

Ora£ton1,: Ap.en• · .. Perso~ interview-a, Univ~rsity of Kansas. 1956-~959. 
Crafton; Allen, and. .. ~oyel';._· Jessica. -~ Complete Acted E!.&• Nev ~e>rk: 

Appl.eton-Oen~-Crof:ts; 19!,-3. : · · : _. 
• • . : • •; ;,: .;_ ··.-... : • • • .\ •;··.:.· ' • . \ i •. . ·.':' '· i ··:: "•.1 1 . 

Harvey, lfQ.rold. _Pm;-s~ µiterview;. Centrou Corporation, Iawrence, Kan~a;s ~. 
August, 1957 . .. . . . '; · · · · 1 : : . · . .- . · · , .. • .. 

JnGe, William •. ~r~()na.l._ 1,~terview,, Urii~sity o£ 'x:a.us~. 

J'ayha.wker~ (Univ~r~:tty of _I~as Yearboakh _ 1901-15))6. 

-· 
October, 1955. 

Kilty, cT~ome. Persdnat :interview,; Unitersity of Kansas.. Fall. 9f 1957. 
' • ,. I•'·.'·,' • . ..,;\ ,'.! •, ' 

N'etd'ield; John._ Per$onaJ. ·:tnterview, ·trn:tversi1.y of.Kansas. April,· 1953. 

Qtlivira.. {Ui:t.iversity of' ~as Yea.,rbook), 1893. 
. . ·, . ,, . . . ' ,· 

Shay, Thomas M. "'l'he·Uxiive~sity of Kansis:ta.boratory ~ea.tre. 11 -Unpublished 
Master's theG~l31 D~t of S~ecb. and. Drama, University of _Kansas, 1952. . ,' '•,. 

University of Kans~ •. Uni~ers:tty 2!. lfansas Catelogt.te. A 11st of· all 
courses offere~ at the University including the faculties pf ,all 
departments wi~ the University. 188o-01 to 1941-421 1944-45 to 
· 1959-57 No catale>@i~s ,were :printed. in the yea.rs 194a-44. . . ., . . .:. ' . 

Urli.vers$.ty of Kansas •. :Kenkl;Y; University Courier. ~e University ~ekly 
newspaper. laB.4--l 9. • . · 

. . ' 

Univers:1:t;;y- ot I<'arisas •. The,.:-Chiversip:y: ·Weekl;y;. The lJniversity weekly news~ 
paper. 1894-1905. , · · ·. · . . 

University of l<'snsas •. The Kansan. The University daily newspaper. 
1905 .. 1910 •. 

University qf Kansas. Universi;tY Kansan. The University' daily news-
pa.1>e;o. 1910~1912: . · 

University of Kansas. ~University Da:U,y IOmsan. The University da4'.cy' 
newspaper. 1912-1957 • · 
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