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PREFACE

The purpose of this study hes been to tracé the growth and progress
of theatre end drame activities et the University of Kansas. It will not
be a survey of the progress of the acadani’g@ork in these fields, :.alt.hough
mention of curriculer work will be made now and then. It will concern
itself primarily with the extra curricular work, the production and pre-
sentation of plays.

It has been discovered that sources for acquiring information for
this study are not entirely 'satisféctory. The investigator has recourse
to the Lawrence paper (The Journel World) the University yearbooks and .

‘the University newslaapéi{.} - These are sbout all. The records. in these pub=
lications are not -com;g}.lete and In some instances are contradictory,
Rather than include material (dates apnd productions) which are contra-
dictory or questioneble, only:'bhe- facts which seem to be well substan-
tiented have been included, This has made for a brief, but it is hoped,

& falrly accurate record.

It will be seen thet the name of Professor Allen Crafton appears
numerous ‘times in the footnotes. - Professor Crafton was most.clsely comected
with the theatre activities fram 1523 to 1952, and the writer has found
it helpful, in some instances necessary, to consul’t; hinm upon certain
metters., He himeelf wag uneble to answer all the questions asked and
because of this there have been amissions which it would be necessary
to £111 if this record were to be complete.

Probably the most valusble and important part of this study will
be found in the back pages under the heading Appendix A: a list of



plays presented at the University., This list has been checked and
rechecked and in so far as it has been possible to meke 1%, the list
is accurate and complete. The six preceding chapters endeavor to
take up only the more important beginnings, innovetions end chenges
throughout the years.

The study arbitrarily concludes with the beginning of the work
in the new University Theatre. The study, therefore has no actual end

or conclusiony the work is still going on with increasing interest.
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Chepter I
From the Beginning (1884) to the Fall of 1923

On Wednesdsy, October 30, 1957, the University of Kanses football
coach announced his resignation with five of his assistents, The head
football coach was one member of a staff, which included other coaches,
who directed the fortunes of the University's athletic tesms. In addi-
tion to the coaches end thetr staffs & memmoth footbell stadium, a
2.75 million dollar field house, secretaries, ground keepers, thousands
of d.olla:rf-:-, worth of uniforms, equipment and other athletic paraphernalia
supplemented the sports progrem at the Univereity. Even though the stu-
dent body and faculty had heard much of the sports situstion, another
matter had been working its way into the hearts end minds of the people.
on the campus, for on Novembér 10, 1957, dedication ceremonies were'held

at the new Music and Dramatic Arts bu:llding.,

Although these were two unrelated events, they can lead us back in

Athletic Association, Total receipta viich yere $300 were ‘turned over
to the Athletic Assc)ciaticn.-l

Again';ﬁ‘iBQiAdramatic interests on the campus and the Athletic
Association. Joined hands in the production of Shakespeare's A Midsummer

Fight's Dream. This time the proceeds emounted to $1,156.00, April 23,

1. Quivirs, 1893
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2k, 25, saw the play run at the Bowersock Theatre with a matinee per-
formence on Saturday, April 25.2

This link between athletic activities and those interested in drams
was not peculier to the locel sceme. ALl over the country, in colleges
end high schools alike, plays weré given to reise money for many reasons,
"The basketball teem has & deficit.,.how shall ve make it up?..let's have
the drame department give a play."3

As late as 1919 we find a specific example at Wabash College in
Crewfordsville, Indiana., The dﬁé play that was given that year, Galsworthy's
Justice, was given to send the football team on a 't}.r:i.:p.‘hL

So the performance of plays came into being not solely to have theatre
expression at the University but to bolster the finmnces of the Athletic
Associntion.

Sweetpea's Pleasure Trip was not the first play performed &t the”

University. Back in 1884 the student yearbook, Quivirs, made scme mention
of Shakespeare's Macbeth having been performed on May 7 of that year.
Someone by the name of Keene was comnected with this production but
in what capacity, other than as actor, the weporters failed to tell us.
His identity also remains obscure.
The first Senior Classe play was given in 1892, On June 4 of that

year J. Caesar Esq. was presented and the Senlor Class play was & part of

3. Allen Crafton and Jessica Royer, The Complete Acted. Pley, ps 1l.
4 :

4, Prof. Allen Crafton.
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the annual school program every year up to the last one on April 2k, 1922,
The script for the Senior Class play of 1892 was printed and 'bhis printed
copy took the place of the yea.rbook for that 'yea:c, as did the Senior
Class play seript oi‘ 1891+

These plays were originul seripts written by a commitiee of Senior
Class members, (In 1912 the Senior Class committee idea was discontinued
and & prize of -fiﬁ'.y dollars was offered %o the student -whd wrote the
besﬁ-‘"play for the year, :The wirning play was then produced as the Senior
Class pley.) The scripts were sbout students or faculty people st the
University,” The 1901 Jayhowker télls us this was the students' way of
criticising life at the University. - (The 1957 counterpart of this would
be the Rock: Chalk Revue.)

In 1893, on April T‘E.nd‘ 8, we once again find theatre activities

serving the Athletic Association.’ Mwelfth Night wes presented by the

Athletic Association for the benefit of the Gymnesium Building Fund.,
This was to launch the drive for what is today called Robinson
Gyznasium; hovever, vhat was done with these profits is not known. Thire
teen years later the Kensas legislature sppropristed $100,000 for an
auditorium and gymesium building which wes erected in 1906,6

In the winter of 1897-98 a small nmumber of students interested in
the drema held weekly meetings in an old stone house on Adems Street.
Professor Penny, & facully member who hed been ssked to be the edviser for

the group, was voted the president of this amall company. The first

5. Jayhawker, 1901,
6, University of Kensas Catalogue, 1909-10, p. 40.
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meetings of the club were taken up with reviews of dramatic literature,
readings and recitations, Before the winter wes over the club presented

the drema, Money, - In 1898-99 the club chenged its quarters to North

College and met every other weeki: The :Earcé, My Wife's Bonnet,i was
presented. in Lewrence on - November 16,_ 1898 and later iﬁ Eudora. and .
Tonganoxie, Kensas, This was the first mention of & dramatic traveling.
group made up of Kansas University students, During commencement week
of 1899 As You Like It was given en outdoor performance on the Univer-
sity campus.

In the year -1899@900\ Syd Prentice was elected president.of the club.

That year The Schocl For Scandal was rehearsed but was given up when almost

reedy for the st‘age.7
‘Professor Vickrey was made president of this club in 1900-01.-
Beveral scenes from Ehakespesre were rehearsed but none.of them was given

8.;, The principsl dramatic event following the club's orgeni-

in public,
zation vas Othello, presented at the Lswrence Opers House (the Bowersock
Theatre), March, 1899 and’in Olathe, March 17..

During the period from 188%~1900 more and more incidents occurred
to show that the students were interested in drematic activity. In the
year 1896 the Senior Class play, Zersqueta, represented a desire -’by the
students and faculty to produce pleys of more professional celibre. To
help them realize this goel Miss Georgis Brown, a professional director,
vas brought in from Kensas City to direct the Senior Cless play, Miss

7. Jayhawker, 1901.
Sv Ibidb
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Brown returned to the campus the next four years to direct the snnusl
Senior Class play.

" The University of Kensas held ite first year of formal classes
beginning September 12, 1866,7 Eighteen years elapsed before the first
drama activity appedred on the campus, An iafrequent pley gradually
developed dnto an smmual production known as the Senior Cless play.

As the interest in drama activities grev we saw the “initia'b‘i_mi‘ of &
dramatic club on the cempus snd ‘from this we saw a professionsl -
director brought in to give a professiondl touch 'E_p the plays presented,

Although there were no formal classes in drematic arts in the curricu~
lum during the first period, 1866-1900, we do find classes ; or the
begimming of such, in the years marking the secéﬁd period in theetre
history: the years 1901 e-il'ﬁ_. |

To Understaml“%hé‘ facts recorded so far we must take a lock at the
sociel and religious thought in the years 1866-1900, The church was
strong; 1t disapproved of the theatre on morsl and economie grounds:
(peoplewaé}.ing their money on frivolous enteﬁainm&%)s Therefore,
church werbers &nd respecteble people in general, looked_&mm upon the
theatré: - Although it was popular with the masses, it had a low s’c?&iding,
and was ignored by educ‘e.i;idn&;l. institutions, Four of the f:.rstsevcn
pleys presented at the University were classics. Shakespeare was
respected and read, therefore his plays were not considered frivolous

or degrading. It must also be noted that avallebility of other

9. University of Kensas Catalogue, 1907-08, p. 5:




menuseripts was almost nonexistent et that time, another reason for the
populari};r of Shakespearé,.

The next part of 'b'hisw chapter ‘willﬁ revesl the firsf org:aniZed active
ity in dramatic work at the University, together with the begimnings
of acedemic work in this field,

In 1901 the first survey was tsken of 2 theatre audience to deter-
mine what' group, or groups, comprised the student audience at the per-
formsice of the Senior Class pley. The survey revealed the following
breakdown of etudents by schools; erts-75, engineers-9, law-5, fine
arts-5, phermacy-3, mdicel-T, the total 105,10

Cn I%évember 9, 1901, a few studente met with Mr. Edgar George
Frazier, assistent professor of Public Speaking and Debete, and two other
faculty members to read dramatic selections for their own enjoymént.ll“
From this meeting the University Dramatic Club emerged. "The Director
was Mr. Frezier, Business Memager was Robert . Brooks, Asgisﬁant
Manager was 0. B. Seyster and Ben Reynalds as Property Man."'2 Iater in
the year club rules were decided upon %o ¢}$£ablish a guide for menbership
snd club activities. The first preduction by this club wos Jemes A, Herne's
Shore Acves, on Merch 7, 1502.%3 The review of this show in the Jeyhawker
read, “Shore Acres is a rural drama full of pathos and intense emotional

situations.,” This is the complete review or comment.

10, Jayhewker, first edition.

13. Jayhawker, 1903.
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In 1903-0k two plays were presented by the Drametic Club which gives
the indication that interest in the drama wes growing on the campus. How-
ever, after this venture the clvb decided thet two plays would not be

empueﬂ. the ;ollcw:lng year because of a lack of funds.

There weré occasional professional plays being presented at the
downtovn theatre, It is interesting to note that two of the companies
are given mention dn the yearboolk, the Jayhawker. The first troupe starred

Maude Olender in: Hesrts Are T:t‘lmlp_.lh “The other company sterred Wilson

and Griggs in Sheriden’s g.'_hg Rivels.: ‘Wilson end Griggs. gave performances
on elterrete nights at the Sutliff Theatre, 1200 Temnessee Street here in.
Lawrence,t? An inmteresting note shout this play is that a reprint. adver=
tising this play in ‘La'wrenég; was rim in the ;é_'ayg- awker: of 150L-05.

From the' £all of 1505 through the spring'. 0£-1908 a few changss’
took plece, The Drematic Club chenged its name to the Masque. Meuber-
ship in' the club waz now decided by experience, BStudents could not beccme
members until they had acted in & part in some play on the campus, A
cormentary on this situation might best be seen from a weview which
appeared in the 1905 Jayhavker sbout the club's presentation of An

American Citizen by Madeleine L. Riley. The review says that this show

"i..was the most successful ever presented...eighit of the fourteen cest

merbers had previous exne.mencn so they were sble to put on the play

with less then sist weeks rehearszals. :'16

1k, Jeyhavker, 1903,
15. Ibid.
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In 1907 the first opera, The Pirates of Penzance, was presented by

the School of Fine Arts under the leadership 61‘ Dean Skilton. 0ddly

enough the reason for this production was to further educational work

rather than provide theatrical entertaimment, The Schodl of Fine Arts

decided that those students majoring in vocal music needed an opportunity to

study singing drematic roles, hence; the first stude‘n'b opera _'proauction.l'?
The Ma.s@ue élu'b presented two plays in the year 1907-08 and plenned

to continue two plays emch year in the future, The plays presented this

18

year were Green Eyes end My Friend From Indis.” Up to this time no

mention had been made in the yearbooks sbout scenery, or the lack of it,
but from the pictures in the Jayhawker it would appear that the acting
wes done in front of & simple curtain set; slthough the case probebly was
that the pictures were taken at the photographer's studio as was the
custom at that time.

In this same year Miss Georgia Brown organized the Thespien Dra-
matic Club and took the position of airector.lg The first production of
this club wes Jemes M, Barrie's The Little Miiiister, glven on February

1h and 15, 1908, Tryotts for this show were limited to club members =0
The Junior firce made its debut in 1907-08 on April 30, 1908, This

was en original show by members of the Junior Class.2Ll

17. Jayhawker, 1907.
18, Jayhawker, 1908;
19. Jeyhawker, 1909
20. Ibid.
2L, Ibid,
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The following school year sew the development of & rivalry between
the two existing dramatic clubs, the Masque Club and the Thespien Dramatic
Club, with the former producing four plays and the latter producing
three,”® Along with this stepped-up activity, the Senior Class .p:;.ay was
also being presented each year. This nuber of plays, eight. plays and
one musical, was & large increase in the anmial mumber, pf;.pro_ductions
on the campus end represented a growing interest in theatre activities.
But this was not 8llj the year also marked the second Junior Parce and
& continuence of the foreigéi lenguage play in L'906;-23

Miss Geértrude Mossler came to the University ee an instructor in
Elocution 'at this time end it was Miss Mossler who took over the direction
of the Masque Club and the plays thisp elub’ presented, She replaced M,
Frazier who had left the preceding yeai?aal*'

During 1908-09 the first use of scenery, in so far as records ghow,

eppeared in the Fine Arts production of Gilbert and Stxllivan‘é @_e_

Princess 1aa,25
Although the mumber of plays decreased in the following year, theatre
activity contimued to grow as the forming of another drematic club, the

Red Domino, testifies, This club was organized in the £all of 1910,26

22, Jayhavker, 1909,
23. Ibid,

2k, University of Kansas Catalogue, 1903-09.
26, Jayhawker, 1911,
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In 1909-10, Ysbrand, a play by the Dutch playwright, Dr, Frederick
Ven Eeden, enjoyed its first performance in the English language on the
University campus.27 Miss Gertrude Mossler directed the play. In the
spring of 1911 a real circus was presented on 'b]:}e' campus comp;t:ete with

elephants, clowns, 'ﬁigh’& rope valkers and two bands 28 Cy B+ Root,

* .

gymesium instructor, add his troupe made up of students in his classes,
also participated in the circus. The purpose of th.{s. springtime extrave-
ganze was to raise money for women's dormitories 29

On February 12, 1912 the Thespian Dramatic Club .;prgse‘ntgd &8 farce
comedy, Billy, in the new Bowersock Opera Housé in Lawrence. A matinee
was given on.tﬁis date with another performance that same evening, This
was the first student production at the University to be directed and
staged entirely by a student, a member of the Thespian Dramatic Club ,--30

During this period (1900-191k4} the Senior Class play was presented
each year wntil the cla.gé of 1913 decided not to produce a play written
by one of their own members., Instead, they established a prize of fifty
éio:l.lars’ to be given to the student in the University who Wrote the best
play each year ,.31 No printed mention of the award being given for this

-

year could be found.

27. Jayhavker, 1910.
28, Ibid.
29, Ibid,
30. Jayhewker, 1912.
31, Jayhaﬁker, 1913,



In the final year of this seguent of theatre history, 1913-1k,
the three dramatic clubs, the Thespians, Red Domino, and Masque, were
merged into one orgenization., This new club was knowvn as The He:wk
c1ub. % As reported by the members of the three drematic clubs the
reasons were, "to cut down on over-production of amateur plays and to
produce at least one good pley & year." (This second reason éj:gges*bs
that the production of the plays hed not been very _goodsr)‘

It will be remembered that no classes in theatre were availsble at
the University in the years preceding 1900. The first signs of theatre
instruction came in 18991900, Actually, courses that could be termed &
beginning of & theatre program were offered under Elocution and Oratory.
in the English Department. The first of these courses was titled, "Scenes
from Shakespeare and other standard suthors; with attention given to
stage business; monologues and dialogues."33 Another course in this same
year was "Dramatic Action" end this course. carried the following descrip-
tion: ' “Comparative study of various systems of expression. Personalities
of Shekespeare with theses end impersonations; costume impersonations,
with accessories '."3_!“

Professor Edgar George Frazier helped esteblish the Department of
Public Speaking end Debate in 1903-01;;35 However, this did not mark the

32, Jayhewker, 191k,
33. University of Kansas Catalogue, 1899-1900, English Department.

3k, Ibia.

35, U‘niver‘sitx of Kansas Catalogue, 1903-Ok, Dept. of Public Speaking
and Debate. '




union of Speech end Drama because all the theatre 'couré_e's were offered
‘in the School of Fine Arfbs'._.3.6 -Although Professor Fraiziéf "'bgug_h'b“' thése
thestre. courses; he actuelly wos a staff member of the”Depg;z-’tmént of
Public Spesking and Debate,.
| T't‘;e.-i_firét signs of en actual ‘theatre progrem which sﬁﬁdents" could
Tollow came in the yetr 1906-07.. Frofessor Frazier was' stiu & mémber of
the faculty and elocution courses Were still listed under the Sc’hodl of
Fine Arts. This program was called Elocution and it was a two-year
progta’mST A description of this progrem read ‘as followei “The course
in Elocubion covers iwo years of regular wniversity worki ‘I—'l;s“;iltf;’cpwe"
45 to trein students to become intelligent snd effective reeders , ‘whether
Ar the home or on ‘the platform; to give thé student an uhderstanding snd
appreciation of the drams, both as literature and as & theatrical presen=
tation, and to £it him to teach expression in all its phases in schools
end colleges, " A certificate is given upon ¢ompletion of the two years
course, 30 Tvidently this work was not worthy of & degree, but could
lead to & certificate.

Some ‘of the courses in this program were, Staging of Pleys, Stage
Deportment, Presentation of Farces, and Presentation of Plays.-9 “All

courses were taught by Professor Fr?a.ﬁier.‘

36. University of Kensas Catalogue, 1903-Ok, Dept. of Public Speaking
and Debate.

37. University of Kensas Catalogue, 1906-06, School of Fine Arts.

38. Tbid, p. 261,
39. Ibid.
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The deperture of Professor Frazier after the school yesr of 1907-08
and the arrival of Miss Gertrude Mossler produced no notiqeé.ble changes
in the academic erea ‘ir_;.:_rega.rcl to theatre. - Actually the next change came
in the year of 1914-15 vhen Professor Arthur MacMurray came %o the Univer-
sity and ‘took over: the work as head of the Department of Public Spealing.

Two new ‘theatre. courses are described in the catalogue of. 1911-14~15.
The courge mmbers were 60 and 6L:  Course mumber 60 was ‘titled Dramatic
Arts I, This wes a tyvo-hour course by appointment with Professor:
'Macmrra:}. The descri::tion as found in the.catalogue i5 as follows:. -
"Iraining in the interpretetion of the drama- and instruction in stage. :
tecinique. - Standard end clessic plays will be' ési-.uaié& ‘and presented, and
each’ student will be assigned definite roles to ‘interpret;"hg This course
caxyied: & prerequisite of course I, Oral Interpretation, or its equivalent
1n the department.’l Course muber 61, titled Drematic Arts IT,  carried
the previous course as a prerequisite. This course was similar to the
former but work imvolved was of a more advanced nature.l’?.f Professor
MacMurray also teught this class and it met by eppointment. Both courses
were offered for two hours credit,'3

During the early years of the cenbury, the general theatre situation
in the country had been changing. Intolerance had lessened, the theatre

40, University of Kensas Catalogue, 1914-15, p. 160,

k1, Ibid.
k2, 7Ibid.
43, Thid,
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had been accepted es more respectable, the little theatre movement hed
gotten underway, and same of the Esstern schools were instituting
courses in playwriting, interpretation and theatre history.

The theatre scene at the University reflected these changes., Many
plays other then Shakespeare's, were presented. There Was & growth in
theatre activity, and an effort to produce plays more professionally.
Finally, there was the introduction of courses in dramatic art.

An important development during the period 1914-23 vas the acquisi-
tion of & theatre on the campus, This was & small theatre, fitted up in
the basememnt of Green Hall, with modestistage equipment, seating ebout
one hundred peoples it was used as a classroom for theatre classes; as
rehearsal Toom and for the presentation of ~c1é$sromn plays; as well as for
a "home" for the dramatic organizetion.

In the school year of 1914-15 the Dramatic Club (formerly The
Hawk C:Lub.)_, was put under the directorship of the Department of Publie
Speaking.** This move, along with the establishment of a department,
thowed & desire to centralize the various areas of theatre activity: the
dramatic club, theatre classes, and productions, rather than letting them
continue operating elmost as if they were campletely independent of each
other. In 1916-17 the first production after this centralization was
Under Cover by Roi Cooper Megrue, produced st the Bowersock Theatre
February 28, 1917.1*5 A new high must have been reached in this production

in the art of scenezly construction. A written comment about the set

Lh, University of Kansas Catelogue, 1917-18, p. 178.
l|-5o Jax@ wker 5 1917‘
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offered this extravagant comment:: -"‘f,‘h'e.» scenery of the play vas especially
constructed and in every detail was'-' en exnct .copy of that used in the
original New York P‘roduction-.f'%

This play had & cast of thirteen &nd nearly one hundred eager stu-
dents turned out for tryouts, a record for e play at the University.
. The year 1918 saw the Drammtic Club again called upon to help
raise ;?mdb;, ~this time for the "Permsnent Income Bill." The club enswered

this request by presenting the play, Elizavcomés;gg_ Sta: l.ﬂ

This same year old North College, the first building on the campus,
was torn dmmhe In yesrs before, dreome organizatiqps sonetimes met in
North College; now their sctivity was centered in Green Hall, -

+.-No written mention could be found concerning theatre activities the
following yeer, The Jeyhswker for that yer was called "The Peace
Edition." The only reference %o ‘the drema was thet Neele Cermen, &
professor .in the Department of Romance Tengisges, was made a member of
the Dramatic Club, Faculty members, s adviseérs, were 2lso considered
nenbers of the club, 9

The year following "The Peace Edition" of the Jayhawker, 1919-20,
the Dramatic Club began the operation of a rather si'zeabie -task, The
club started to save money in & dvematic fund, the fund to be held in

h6 ‘J'a)zgg" :‘wker',» 1917.
bt ﬁ’ézﬁéwker, 1918.
48, Tbid.

49, Jayhewker, 1919.
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trust by the Reglstrar of the University for "...the building on the
cazppus of ‘& suiteble theatre‘ for the presentation of the 'Univers;ity"s
dremetic events vhenever the fund is large enough to permit 1t,"?°

Two of the three pleys presented this yeer, Mrs. Temple's Telegram

and Her Husbend's Wife, were given on the seme bill end pert of the pro-

ceeds from these shows went into the drsmetic. fund.5l At this stage in the
development of theatre et the University the only funde the:Drematic Club
had were those that could be railsed by the presentation of pleys. The
edministration wee still not ready to grant any funds for the producing.
of plays or for establishing e theatre building on the campus,

©-On Jenuery 10, 1921, Mrs. Gorringe's Necklece by Hubert Davies was

glved at’ the Bowersock Theatre snd lbter on "...enjoyed seversl out of
toim performences."”2  As with other plays in the past, this one ves teken
%o ‘Gther towns and 1t imight be celled m "roed show! However, these out-
of-town performances differed from the road show (Which was to be started

ter this yenr) in thet these performances were not played on consecu=
tive detes énd the students, the c‘asﬁ, returned to Lawrence between per-
formances. The road show, in the semse in vhich 1t came to be used,
treveled to other towns end performed on consecubive days, not returning
to Lawrence until all the towns hed been played.

On February 28, 1921, Oscar Wilde?s The Importence of Being Eamest

was yresemea' in the Bowersock Theatre: In April the play toured Kensas

50: Jeyhewker, 1920.
51. Ibid.
52, Jayhawker, 1921.
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pleying in towns on consecutive dates, thus becoming the first road show
vhich was booked for an extended period of time., 53

This seme year Fred Ellsworth (afterwards alumi secreta.ry) becsme
a member of the Drametic Club and Deane W. Maloth (1ater chancellor)
appeared in the play The Mechenical Men. 5k

The years following the First World Wan were hard years in Furope.
People were hcméless, hungz.w and. sick.{ C 'Ms'«aituation-was not ignored
in this 'coun'try; In 1922 the Women's Student Goverrment Association at

the University presented a dramatic bill of fare called the 1922 Follies,

The receipts of $1800 were used to purchase "Friendship Candles" for the
relief of starving Buropean students 5. In the same year two other plays
were produced for another benefit, ihe fund for the theatre building,

Again, there was mo mention of dollars taken in for this fund bub the two
plays given for the occasion were 1200 ]_Dbllars ‘A Year end The;BigIdgaﬁs

The Senior Cless play for 1922 was A Reguler Prince, written by

VWilliem Brehm. ‘ This was the third straight yesr that Brehm won the fifty
dollar award for the best student play,dT

While all this activity was going on en organization ceme into
being rather quietly, celled the Little Theatre Company, This company vas
orgenized by Professor MechMurray in the fall of 1921 and its purpose Was to

53.:4 J"M' fker, 1921,

Sh, Ibid, \
55, Jg@ havker, 1922,

56, 7Ibid.

57, Tbid.
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furnieh the Extension Division with dramatic telent for its lecture
courses, and also to provide publicity for the Universitygse During
this first year the company "...presented one mct plays and veriety
mmbers in twenty~four Kanses towns. Funds in excess of costs were to
go to the dramatic fund."”?

H. A. Shinn became head of the Department of Public Speasking in
the fall of 1922. He had been debate coach for the past five years
and nov he served as coach end department head, Miss Cecile Burton ceme
to the University as the drama coach at the same time. Miss :Burton was
gradusted from the University of Kensas in 1917 and since her gradustion
had studied with Robert Cumnock and at the Americen Academy of Dramatic
Art in New York Gityuso

Hesdquarters for the Dramatic Club moved to the Little Theatre in
Green Hall in the fall of 1922, Rules for membership in the club were
altered to include people who Were interested in the writing of drema,
in stagecraft and stage ‘BEchniq;uesg& Originally the Drematic Club
had been interested only in acting personnel.

According to the Jayhewker, Charles Gilpin sppeared in Lawrence and
starred in Eugene 0'Neill’s Emp '{eror Jones., The Jayhawker also mentions

the appearsnce of Olga Petrova in her play The White Peacock. If one

59. Ibid.

60, é‘a.zh_gwker, 1923,
6l. Ibid,
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does not consult the records in the local paper, he would believe that
there were only & few professional companies and that these gave their
performances on the campus. However, this is not the v;:é.se 'ﬁébaus'e ‘there
was no campus theéatre. For some reason, now \mknofm, the ;Iazh_q" wker
singled out certain plays for mention. »

Professor Arthur MacMurray served es head of the deparment (which
in 1914 was the Department of Public Spesking end Debate) until the fall
of 1922, The name of the department was chenged to the Depertment of
Public Speaking in 1915, In 1922 H, A. Shimn became head of the
dEPGItmEnt.t«

Some mdditions were made to the theatre curriculum in this period,
the additions coming in 191415,

In Drametic Club activities we find e brosdening of the scope of .
the club when it started to teke in menbers who Were interested in
writing, stegecraft and stage technigues.. Also the extended booking
for the road show to pley on consecutive dates got its stert in this
period es did the Little Theatre Company.

And in this perfod we saw the start of a fund to be used for the
building of & theatre on the campus. . There is no record of vhat became

of this fund in the business office or elééwherei



Chapter II
Reorganiz’ation--i‘he First Dreme Department

- We now came to a reorganization of the department and the conse-
quent changes in the theatre activities on the campus (

In the spring of 1922 Professor MacMurray resigned to go into lyceun
work and, in 1923 H, A. Shim left to continue his study of law. In the
fall of 19'23. Allen Crafton, who had hed directionel experience:in &
commmnity theatre (The Prairie Playhouse, ; d;lesbtufg ; Tllinois) and teach~
ing experience st Webash and Carleton Colleges, became head of the de--
partment, . Chancellor Lindley was much interested in the ‘theatre and he
hired Professor Crafton to "build up the dramatic wo‘rka_(".éac Byran Gilkinson
vas hired as & speech instructor and Margaret Anderson as sssistant instructor.

The neme of the depariment was changed to the Department of Speech
and Dramatic Art, The objectives of the department, as printed in the
1923-2k catalogue were: "The department emphasizes speech educetion
generally rather than public spesking definitely, and appreciation of
the theatre arts rather than specific training in acting or stage
production, Recognizing thet volee training, distinet utterance; diction
and other fundementals of speech form the basis for effective work in
reading, forensics, and dremstic ert, the depertment builds its edvanced
courses in. the speech arts upon & course in the principles of speech.
With this course as a foundation, the student may then continue his
work in the depertment along three lines: (1) orel interpretation of

62. A statement of the College Dean to Prof. Crafton.



literature, (2) extempore spesking and debating, and (3) acting dreme
and the "bh‘eaf;-e arts,

"The depertment offers opportunity and training for participation in
intercollegiste debate and oratory, and in production of plays in the
studio ‘bhea‘bre,"63

Ten courses Were offered in the department at this time., A come
plete listing of all the caursés for the drama curriculum can be found
at the end of this thesis in Appendix B.

Up to this time there was no University subsidy for pleys, and the
play director, a member of the fé.culty, had no control over production
funds. There was a dremstic fund, but it was in the hands of the stu-
dent orgenization, and the teacher-director was dependent on the drematie
i¢: organization (the Dramatic Club) for funds for his prodnction.&

However, in the fall of this year, 1923-2k, the Dramatic Club
plays were put on the Student Enterprise Ticket, the forerunner of the
1D Gard-‘.‘éi “(In 1957 each student received an identification cerd after
he had paid his tuition and fees. This card would admit the student to
football and basketball games, plays and other activities on the campue. )
The Enterprise Ticket; while not ¢9§1§n€tsbr«J, met With success and the
first play directed by Profe’sso?f}ﬁﬁﬁat) M)iversity, The Devil's
Disciple, admitted atudente./oﬁfj;his ticket, Dates for the production

\

P
o

63. University of Kensas Catalogue, 1923-2k, p. 2ho.
6. Prof. Allen Crafton.
65. Jayhawker, 192k,
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of this play we.re December '3 and L of 1923 , end the play was produced
in the Bowersock Thea'bre‘ Prices of~ tit-.kets were,i $l.00, $.75 and $. 50.66

Another dramatic organization was ‘formed this yea.r, The Lawrence
Drama League. The members of 'Lh:us club were townspeople and University
faculty mem‘bers‘ It is mentioned here beca.use 'bhis club presented plays
in the thestre in Green Ea11:57

Also in this year the proposed opéning of & new theatre in Lewrence ,
the Orpheum, was snnounced. The opening date was scheduled to be in
February of 192&. (Tixe “theatre did open the following year) Tiie
Orpheun was to have & stage erected for plays and motion fié‘ﬁures , with
a seating éépacity of about 700 without & balcony. The University
Dramatic Club was to use this thea:bre .'m the ;‘.‘ui:‘uz:'e.é_,8

In addi’cion to the Drama‘tic Club plays presented this year in the
Bowersock Theatre , en all-university musical comedy, Betty 1’.._@_1_, was pre=-
sented :_I.ﬁ ;Ehe Lawrence Memorial High School auditorium on December 1k
and 15, 1023.%9

A group of five one act plays was presented in the Little Theatre
in Green Hall c;n December 19, 1923. These plays were put on by the

class in Theory and Practice of Modern. Drams, taught by Professor Crafton.7°

66, ﬁniversi'&y Daiiy Kansan, November 27, 1923, p. 7.
67. Jayhawker,- 192k,

68, Tbid.

69. Ibid.

70. Jam’ ker, 1924 and Prof. é;-aﬁ-;on.



The following year, 1924-25, vas & con'bin{;atipn of the previous
year as far as drama activity was concerned. ;I‘wo events stand out in
this year. The first was the organization of two scheduled tryouts to
be held, one in the £all and the other in the spring, for the Dramatic
Club . The second was tﬁe tpening of the Orpheum Theatre in Lawrence.
The Dramatic Club performed in this theatre on various occasions until
1928, 7

In all, seven productions were presented that season end & bill of
one-acts in the theatre in Green Hall,l3

In the fall of 1925 Professor Crafton applied to the National Play
Tournament at Northwestern University in au abtempt to gain entrance

for ‘the Dramatic Club. The application was accepted. During Christmas

vacation of that year a one-act play, Booth Tarkington's Béauty a_nd The

Jacobean, was performed at the tournamen‘bfby the Drametic Club on

December 30 end January 1. The production was awarded second place

in the tournament, The University of West Virginia won first place by

one point.rrh
Also in 1925-26 the Kensas Players, composed of faculty members and

students, was organized, This group presentéd six plays during the

sumer of 1926 in & little theatre in the basement of Spooner-Thayer

T1. Jayhswker, 1925.
T2, Ibid. and Prof. Crafton.

73+ Jeyhawker, 1925.
T4, Joyhewker, 1926, and Prof. Craftonm,
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Museum. Each organization, the Kansas Players and the Dramatic Club,
agreed to give two plays a yeax-575

In the next academic year In A Blue 1#_9_@, & one-act play written
by Ernestine Songer, a member of Crafton's playwriting class, wae pro-
duced in the theatre in Green Hall and iétér at the annual meeting of
the Kansas Authors’ .club,76

During the year five different theatres offered University pro=
ductions: Robinson Gymmasium, Green Hall, the Bowersock Theatre and
the Orpheum in Lawrence, and the Shubert Theatre in Kansas City,-
lvf:l:awsc»uriq.77

Robinson Gymesium hed been used for drsmatic productions in the
past but the production of A. A, Milne's Dover Road presented something
new, A temporary s’{;age was set up in the east end of the gymnasium end .
a proscenium was constructed, from which & front curtein was hung, A
portable switchboard provided the means for lighting effects and even
footl;lét;ts vere used. In addition a set was constructed, not Jjust a
Tew pieces, but & complete set, The staging was done by Professor Crafton,
direction by Robert Calderwood, who had been added to the staff in the
fall of 1926.»78

Dunsany‘é If vas also directed by Robert Calderwood end it was
produced in the Bowersock Theatre on February 28, 1927, after its

75. Jayhavker, 1926.

76, Jayhawker, 1927.

T77. Ibid.

78. Jayhawker, 1927 end University of Kanses Catalogue, 1926-27.
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performances in Kensas City. This play will slways be remembered because
during this production the trouble started between the deparhnent and
the Stége“Hands Union.

S;r}ce the cempus was not in the city limits of Lewrence, the Stage
Hands Union claimed thet whenever the Dremstic Club put on & play in
the Bowersock Theatre in Lawrence, within the city limits, the group
became & traveling company. This, the Union stated, not only meant that
the Drematic (lub must usé union men but that it must double the muiber
of union men to meet union requiremente for & traveling comparny:

The University got a court order overruling the Union decision
and peace for & time was restored.

When Fraser Theatre ceme into use, in 1928, an agreement was reached
which provided the following: if & professionel touring company came
to play in Fraser Theatre, four stage hends would be used and they would
be split, two union members and two University people.79

The seme union regulations were to be enforced in the new Auditorium
(later Hoch Auditorium) where the Minneepolis Symphony was to perform,
Donald Swarthout, dean of the School of Fine Arts, wouldn't meet the
request of the union. The orchestras, in sympathy with the union, refused
to play in the suditorium., The concert had to be moved to the local
high school in order to éccommodate ticket holders.

During the concert, Chancellor Lindley made a speech upbraiding the
Stage Hands Union for its action. Resentment was high against Mr,

T9 Prof. Crafton.
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ﬂunsi_nger', president of the union and also owner of a local taxi com-
peny, The next day he resigned from the union.

Difficulties, however, continued with the union at Fraser Theatre.
Many threats were made, many meetings held; at times the union won out,
at other times the Uniyersity authorities, With the disbandment of the
Lewrence union (due to the fact that the Bowersock no longer played road
shows) the troubles were over; but the union situation was troublesome
for twelve years, from 1926 to 1939 .;80

In the year :3;9'”?;74-28, Profe‘sé’or Crafton was on a 1ép.v§ of absence and
Professor E. C. Buehler, who had been added to the staﬁ" in the fall of
1925, was actiﬁg chairman of tﬁe department ,

An i@crtan‘# evenf this year was ‘l;he organization at the University
of Kansas of & chapter of the National Collegiate Players, This was
the nineteenth chapter to be organized in this country, the first of
vhich ¥as founded at the University of Illinois.sl

Two plays were produced this year, The Youngest by Philip Barry

snd Lulu Vollmer's §_1_1_n_‘ 93.82

This period, 1923-27, showed & ghowth in the mmber of teachers
on the staff and in the number' of courses offered; it established two
acting groups, one composed of students, the other of students, faculty
and leter; townspeople who acted not only in Lawrence, but ook plays
to Northwestern University, to Kensas City end on tour in Kansas; it
represented en attempt to convert the gymasium (temporarily) into a

80 « Prof. Crafton.
81, Ibid.
82. Ibid.



theatre; it saw the administration domsting & -few funds for production
(these were for the acting cless plays in Green Hall); end it saw the

é.utho:it;tes coming to 'the ald ?f'#he theatre dirvectors in their aiffi-
culties with the Stage Hands Union,



Chapter III

A Theatre, and A Rapid Growth in Theatre Activities
- (1928-1940)

The years 1928-40 mark the period of the greatest growth in the
University theatre activities and in curriculum advances which affected:
theatre work. Beginning with the remodeling of the chapel into Fraser
Theatre , Wwe see major advances in theatre work including the importent
grant for graduake work in the theatre area in the department.

By 'bhg, fall of 1928 ‘t'he construction of Hoch Auditorium was come
pleted, allowing the Music Depertment to move from Fraser Hall into the
new building: The Department of Speech and Dramatic Art had made &
suggestion to have the suditorium in Fraser remodeled ':Lnt& a theatre for
dram'ati'c' productions. The request had been granted. The old pipe organ
was removed from Fraser Chapel and the stage was remodeled for plays 83

The first dramatic production at the University was a .Shakespéare
play., The first play presented in Fraser Theatre was Shakespeare's
N ﬁuch Ado About Nothing, offered by & professional English touring

companys ‘The first Kanses Plgyers production was Hemlet, performed

in Fraser Theatre on Novelfoef 19, 20 and 21 of .1928.:8!" (From this time
all plays will be considered to have been performed in Fraser Theatre
unless otherwise stated.)

The other two produétions given this year were The Whole Townv’a

Talking, given by the Dramatic Club end Ten Nights in A Bar-Room, by the

83, Jeyhawker, 1929, and Prof. Crafton.
8h.. Jayhawker, 1929,

28,
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Kensas Players, 2 Also during the year 1928-29, a bill of one-acts was

presented in the Little Theatre in Green Hell. The bill included

Boccacelo'’s Untold Tale, It{c»ou‘ss.h.‘,.ne!J end Thank You Doctor. These pleys
86

were also preéen’ce& in Robinson Gymasiwm at commencement time.

Mise Frances Wilson was added to the staff the following year end
she was subsequently to play in many Fraser Thestre productions es well
as to star on Broedwaey in gg_nﬂ.87'

Perhaps at this time comment should be made on the frequent partici-
pation by the faculty in plays in acting roles. From the period 1923-51
the faculty tock an active part in drematics. The reasons for thie were:
(1) as with teacher-musicisns today, in ';chose days, a teacher-director was
expected to reveal if he could practice what he preached; (2) most
members of the staff had had professional acting experience; (3) the staff
felt that the students gained & certain experience fram acting with pro-
fessionals or near professionals:i Often the facully members did not play
leading roles but character roles which would have been difficult for
the students .88

On February 3, 4, and 5, 1930, East Lynne waes presented. As the
Jayhavker for 1930 tells us: ’f;su;dufing' ‘the intermission Allen Crafton
took the stage with all the gusto of ‘an nld-time impresario and sang,
'Take Back Your Goldi""

85. Prof. Allen Crafton.
86, Ibid.
87. University Daily Kansan, May 15, 19i8.

88, Prof. Allen Crafton.
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The year 1930-31 marked the beginning of the occasional productions
of full-length original plays. In the fall a play called The Marked
House by Anson Kent was given.- This play could be c_alled.l a“Who Done
It2" in that there were questions about the name of the author. It later
was announced thati Professor Crafton had writte;.; "bhe'»p:!.va.y.,,f Another of his

pleys, The Scarlet Dove, was presented in 1932, This production received

s scathing criticism in the University Daily Kansen by the student reporter,

Gerald Penny, : (According to the author, the criticism was probably well

deserved.) - A;:bhir‘d original play, Sauce for the Gander by Ruby ‘,Bramf,rell,_

a greduate of'.the,Uni?ersity,- ‘was. presented the next year, in March 1933,
- Besides original plays, the mmber of productions each year had risen
to six in 1931~32. This was found to-be too many and the next year the
number was reduced to four: .However, in the spring of .3.933 , & ptudent: .
producing group appeared, maa*e up of membef's .of the National Colleginte
‘Players who presented the play Holiday. This production, which was &n -
extra one, was directed, produced and acted by the student orgenization.
It would become tedious to comment on each production, which cons
tinued at the rate of four a year. . ,(A"compietev list of productions 1s to
be found at the end of this thesis in Appendix A.) The items 4in the
following paragraphs are set down s having some historical interest.
For the presentation of Mary Rose (October, 1933) & three-piece
orchastra ¥ms hired to play an overture and intermission mu.sic.89

89. Prof., Allen Crafton.



The Trial of Peter Zenger, an original script by Elliot: Penmer,
en asslstent in the Journalism Department, and Meurice Rice of the.
college office, was presented in November of 1933, The play vas based
on historical records of the trial of Jolm Peter Zenger, a Ne# Y§;~k
printer in 1775, on charges of 1ibe1-..9° Another originel drams was
presented in the spring of this year, the Hilarities of _J_.QE_, by two
University students, Stenley Horteman and Jimmy Patterson, After the
pley had been produced, Hortsmen thought it wes such a flop that he
left the University end enrolled at the University of 'M'is:;:a;;ri ;;91

During 1934-35, since some students had suggested the plays were

becoming too high-brow, Eva The ’Fifth, a conedy which was advertised as

a "comedy B8 low as sea-level" was given. The student body, according to
the reviev, was pleased with the comedy. One of the student actors was
William Inge vwho afterwards beceme a Pulitzer Prize winning playwright.
Another originel play Yenkee Crusade, the plot of which wes leid in

Lawrence during the territorial days, was presented early.in 1935.92'
Contimuing with the 1928-40 period, the taking of plays.on tour of
Kensas tovms was still carried on. One spring Ferenc Molnar's sophisti-
ceted comedy Olympia wes played, at another time Maxwell Anderson's
controversisl tragedy Winterseb. During these years Kansas University
and the University of Wichita began the exchange of plays. The two plays

90. Jayhavker, 193k,
9l. Ibid.
92. Jayhavker, 1935, p. 316
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Just mentioned Wére presented in_Wichita;S?f_":ﬁ%hé Wichitda Players gave

matinee and evening performances of The Late Christophér Bean, Stage Door,

and There's Always '—Juliet on the  Kansas campus . Also during this period

theatre and drema courses were added to the curriculums By the close of
the period, courses were oﬁ‘ered in play direction, acting ‘and. stagecraft-;
in pleywriting and the history of the theatre} :l.n graduate research; in
radio speaking and radio ‘é.ramatic production; and also & course, consist-
ing of lecture and film presentations; called ."The:_,Mo‘tion Picture.”
Returning to Fraser Theatre and to vhat was going on there, during
the 1937-38 season, Kauﬂnan ‘and Connelly' _M on Eorseback. was pre-
sented for four nights and proved 50 pogular that an a&ditional perform-
ance vas given.9% Rolla Nuckles, & Xansas University graduate who had
hed professional experience had. been added to the stai‘f, as had also
Donald S. Dixon, Forv'bhe product_ion. of this play a revolving stage,
operated by hand, was éonéﬁrué’ted by Dixon. It was"publicized as "The
only revolving stage, so far 88 is knowny west of the ‘M:!.xss:f.saeuf.pp:h."’95
Evidently the production m’ E'erenc Molna.r s mliom during the 1938-
39 seaaOn, wasn't 8 complete success. . The | g er reported, ”Budapest
sa.w‘ Liliom for the first time in 1009 and: Budapest did not react i‘a.vo&*
ably. ‘Bo ma,y‘be K.U. a.udiences have done theé: same. , The p;.ay comhines
realism and fantasy, and represents a di:t‘ficul'b problem in direction.
nge we quote Professor ijafton. "He couldn't make up our minds whether

93, Prof. Allen Crafton.
ok, Ioid.
95. Ibid.
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we should play the play as :ealism or fantasy. 8o we gave a confused pley
which wes not clear to the audience eny more then it was to us,"

On February 20, 1939, Cum Laude, an original revue, was presented
in Fraser Theatre. This show provided Kansas University with a song that
has since become one of the accepted University songs, "Onward Kensas",
end was written for the revue by Crafton and Jack laffer, a senior in the

college .9 6

During this year a comparative study was made of theatre atfendance
et the University in 1923 end 1939. Figures showed that the ammual com-
bined sudience for plays (two were given) was epproximately 1600 in 1923.
By 1939 the annual the‘atré attendance (f&ur’ plays were given) had reached
9:000'97

Deene W, Malott beceme chancellor of the University in the fall of
1938. Chancellor Malott was cold ‘o the theatre when he Pirst came to

the campus and the theatre again had to justify i'bself..ga

Opening the 1939-40 season was Eugene O'Neill's The Emperor Jones.

For a second time & prédominatly negro cast was used in a play., (The
first was Come Seven, presented in 1930.) Rolla Nuckles directed the
play and Lorenzo Fuller, aftervards en mortant, singing-actor figure on
Broedway, played the part of Emperor Jones, On the same bill Williem

Saroyan's My Heart's in the Highlands ves presented. Contrary to expecta-
tions, Saroyan's play was much more popular than 0'Neill's,?

96. Jayhawker, 1939.
97. Ibid.

98. ¥Prof. Crafton.
99. Ibid.
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An interegting _"Wh'o'Done It2" opened on December 12, '1939, and this
‘pley had & unique ending, A Jury was selected from the audience. The
Jury sat on the stage, and listened to the prosecution and defense of the
prisoner. After the prosecuting and defendiné attorneys had presented
their cases, the jury retired and brought in its verdict. There were two
endings to the play, and the cast had to play the ending which corre-
sponded to'the Jury's verdict. From an sudiénce stendpoint the play was &
novel stage experience, On two occasions the jury rendered a verdict of
guilty and on %he o'l;he‘_r two occasions the verdict rendered was not
gﬁiltyo’lpo

‘These years showed & steady advance in dramatic interest at the
University {as revealed by the increasing a.ttendance) » in the acquisition
of an edequate theatre, in the mmber of department staff members vho
assisted in producﬁibn- work (Robert Calderwood had been added on the staff,
then Miss Wilson who was reéplaced by Rolla Nuckles) and Don Dixon who was,
to a degree, the “it'eéhﬁic&l director of Fraser. At the close of thais
period, according to Professor Crafton, more students were attending the
plays then any other general University sctivity; with the excepbion of
the basketball games.

100, Prof. Crafton.
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Chapter IV
War Years and Retrogression, 1940-1945

A new chancellor, the Second World War, and the drop in male
student enrollments did much to slow the progress of the theatre in
the years 191&94&5.-_. With fewer enrollments came & cub in funds '§hi¢h
emounted to sbout £ifty per cent. The steady decline in male students
made it eventually necessary to produce plays which required all femsle
casts ,101,

The four plays presented in the year 1940-Ll were Gock Robin, On

With The Show,. Whi‘bexwings,‘ and Cradle Song, On With The Show was &
musicel produced in May of 1941 with words and music written by Professor
(%mf‘tom.,YJ'O2

The United States entered the Second World War on December 7, 1941,

Two days after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor Thunder Rock opened

in Fraser Théatre. Since the play dealt with men who felt overwhelmed by
the chaos the world wae in two and one-half years prior to Hitler's attack
on Poland, the play's message seemed to strike home very effectively.1°3

The next production that year was Twelfth Night, presented by a

professional touring company and sponsored by the department. It may
be mentioned that seversl times throughout its history the department
sponsored & professional compeny: Among such were The Theatre Guild's
production of Shaw's The Doctor's Dilems, the Provincetown Playhouse

101. Prof. Crafton.

102, Jayhawker, 19L1.
103+ Jeyhawker, 19h2.
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in Paul Green's In Abreham's Bosom and the Barter Theatre in The Merchant

of Venice.

A group of eighty University students, using their own money and
calling themselves the Dramatic Workshop, presented the last play of the
year, Night Must Fall, on May L, 1942. This group was formed to give stu~

dents who had not been in any plays a chance to act.mh Later, in 1943-Lk,
the Jayhawker mentions the Dramatic Workshop had only women members that
year but there is no further record that this goup sproduced any plays
other than the one already mentioned.

On October 26, 1942, the Don Cossack Chorus sppeared in' Hoch Auditorium,
On the same night & variety show, Meetthe, Talent, opened -in"Fre.sJer' Theatre

drawiag only 750 people in total attendence for three nights .105 .This is
en example of the decline in theatre attendance during the four war years,
1941-45." Sterting with the yeer 194l-42 and running through 19Wl-L5
total attendence decreased steadily each year, The attendance figures for
each of these years in order was 2900, 2300, 1900 and 1500.1%° As a
comparison, the year 1939-40 sew seventeen nights of performance in
Froser Theatre with fifteen of them complete sellouts .3'07

For the f£irst time since its origin no season tickels were offered to
the generel public in 194%3-bk thus showing & continuence in the decline

of theatre activity on the campus. Only two plays Were presented that

'l_O,lh Univeraity Daily Kansan, May 5, 19%2; p. 1.

105. Jeyhewker, 1943 and Prof. Crafton.
106, Ibid.
107. iThid.
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yéar, Iadies In Rebirement with a cast of six women and one man and

"Close Quarbers 9 the 1e.tter being & two cha.racter drama. acted by Professor

“and’ Mrs. Crafton 108 Even though the following year sav the ﬂret peace~
"ful Christmaa celebrated 'by the people in this country eince the U’nited.

‘States entered the war, theatre activity continued Bt the rate of two

plays per year. This year the two pla.ys presented were Tune In Yesterday,

en original all-girl :E'arce comedy by Professor Crafton (written 'because he
nad only girl actors, a.nd. plays with e:l.l-girl ceets were ha:cd to find) ’
and a cutting of Macbeth the latter presented without admittance cha.rge 109

Although ‘the general theatre activity decreased. vduring the wer years,
new courses were added to "the ‘vcurr:l.culum. In the i‘a.ll of 1.9’-10 the depart-
ment was gréntedj.:’aﬁ;'m Deg'ee. Also the courses Stagecraft, Thesia, Ad-
vanced Play Production and. Special Pro‘bleme in Drama and 'meatre were
'accepted ‘by the University. According to the catalogue for l940-!+l the
course, Stagecraft encompassed, "Scenery dea:lgn, construction and painting,
lighting equipnent and operation, make-up; the resta.tement of the written
plav in stage terms. Assistanoe in staging.of public plays.” !Ene last
‘three courses ment.toned were gra.dua.te courses. "

dJ might be said tha.t the wayr. yea.rs rep:'esented a. per.!.od of marking
time. The theatre progem was curtaile&, actors were scarce, end the
audiences decreased. " The depa.rhment carried on and added to its curriculum

but the theatre program was of minor interest and minor importance among

cempus activities.

108. Prof. Crafton.
109+ Jayhewker, 1945 and Prof. Crafton.
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Chapter v
Renewed Interest and Further Progress (1945-1951)

A new era in the department, marked by s steadily growing faculty,
development of the field of speech correction, a growing number of
majors, and & return, with renewed interest, to the four productions per
year theatre progrem: ‘these things characterize the period of 19'1}5-5;1;.‘

The first year in this new era, 1945-46, four plays were presented.
‘They were, Night Must Fall, Hay Fever, Skin of Our Teeth end HOIiday,uo

Continuing with four plays each season the next year saw Beggar on Horse-
back, Juno and the Paycock, (which was the 100th play presented at the

University since Professor Crafton ceme to the school in the fall of

e

1923) A Midsumer Wight's Dresm end Double Door,™:
We saw e steady decline in theatre activity as well as in thestre
attendance during the war years. If there was any doubt about & recovery
for the theatre progrem on the campus, the first production of 19W7-48
removed all questions regarding ‘this recovery. The play, lziaxwell Ande;'son‘a

Joan of Lorraine, opened in Fraser on October 20, 1947, and ran for four

nights. Twenty~five hundred peo'plé";jmmned the theatre for four perform-
ances, to see the play and gppreciete 'Miss Darlene Van Biber as Joan.

Each night she fmproved on '}i&"yerfchna.nce of the night before, re~
ceiving standing ovations from each au@ience.m The more than twenty«five

110, . University Deily Kansan, issues, October 16, 1945, March 7, 1946,
April 29, 1940.

111, Jaybewker, 1947.
112. University Daily Kensan, October 21, 1947, p. 1.
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hundred pecple in attendance revealed 2 big incresse over the fifteen
hundred patrons, which was the total for the year 194b-L5,

Probebly the most noteworthy production of the year was Hervey by
Mary Chase. Brock Pemberton, producer of the Brozdwey version of the
play, was on the ceampus appearing in the play as Elwook P. Dowd on the
eighth of April, 1948, Although Mr. f’em’berton arrived on the campus in time
for only two dress rehearsals hié performence was wermly received, the
sndience glving him seven curtai;q éallsall:; In the same producti§n Mrs.
Frances Feist (who had been Frances wilson) played Vetg. Lonise Simmons,
a social climbing sister of Elmod P, Bowd An outgrowth of the
appeerance of Brock Pemberton on the campus e.long with the performence of
Frances I'eist resulted in a trip to New York Por Mrs, Felst and a role
in the Broamray production of m the same role che portrayed at the
University. Her first perfbmanéé ﬁae a ma:ti’neé on May 31, 19u43 with
Jack Buchanen, axn En-@.ish actor, playing opposite her as Elwood P, Dowdw‘ul*

On Tuesdsy, May 18, 1948, H;:el Cowerd's Private Lives was presented
as a staged rea;‘iing in the Green Hall Little Thestre. (stagec; readings
had been given in Green Hall several tines before, Thej“'firjat s .’IE‘?. .
IvIoonliét 5 pr‘esented for two nights 'in 19142.:)‘ The production was under
thé‘ rlifecti;:im of Mary K. Booth, 8 graduate student, as a project in a
graduate seminar class. The following Fridey, two Saroysn plays, difecte&
by Tom Rea and Dan Paluquist; two graduate students ; vere given in Fraser.

113. Univers_l Daily Kansan, April 9, 1948, p. 1.

114, University Daily Kansan May 12, 1948, p. 3.




Another production of the year was the National Repertory Theatre's

presentation of Tartuffe.

115

To begin the theatre semson in 1948-L9 the department chose

Shekespeare's Homlet, which opened November 2, 1948, This wes the

Pirst Bhakespearean tragedy to be presented at the University with an

all-student cast in twenty-five y-ears.ns The play did not open with-

out an enxious moment, however,

Herold Harvey, playing Claudius, under-

went an emergency appendectomy before the first dress rehearsal but

menaged to return to the cest in time for opening nig’ht.l” In the

epring of 1948 this production toured various cities end towns in Kanses

118

for two weeks.”

Bury The Dead, which opened in Fraser Theatre on February 22, 1949,

represented part of the requirements for a master's thesis for Barold

Harvey. At this time B production thesis was sometimes permitted in

theatre work.

The value of such & thesis was found in the selection

and direction of & play which presented unusual problems in production.

These problems along with the solutions as used in the production were

recorded in the written thesis. The thesis, with a resume of the prob-

lems and their solutions, was then available as a gulde to anyone who

might attempt to produce a play with similer problems.

5.

116.
117.
118.
119,

Universitxhgaily Kensen,
May 19, 1949, p.1

University Daily Kansan,

University Daily Kensan,

University Daily Kansan,
Prof. Crafton,

119

November %, 1947, p. 1, May 18, 1948, p. 1,

November 2, 1948, p. 1.
October, 1948,
April 18, 1914’9, P. lu.
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On February 7, 1949, Professor Gerald Carney of the School of Fine
Arts, along with Doneld Dixon of the Speech and Drama Department, codirected

the Gilbert and Sullivan. jzfusical 'Tl;e’ Gondoliers. This was the second pro-
duction using the combined: telents off‘i-:b"'c’i‘lih depertments; the first one,
_@3%&, was 4preéented inthe spring of ::!1.9'#3».’ ' These combined pro-
ductions cezﬁe a.‘bout 'in this manmer, The Fine Arfbs msic edufca.tion stu-
dents hed to teke the theatre course Fundamentals of Play Production,
For several years they had wented to do en operetta or 1ight opera, but
the dean of the School of Fine Arts hed frowned upon the idea. ~Finally
permission was granted in order 4o "raise money for & scholarship fund.”
Since the: first production in 1948 (with the School of Fine Arts direct«
ing the orchestra and singers and the Speech and Drama Depertment. taking
care of scenery, lighting and the direction of the dislogue) & musical
has been presented each year wp to the time of this writing;vlgo

. The season of 1949-50 is well remembered by this author because it
- marked his first year on the scene at the University. 'Hereaftér', some
of the theatire history will be from personal experience.

The first play in the year 1949-50 was Jamer Thurber's The Male

Animnl, which opened Tuesday the 25th. of October, Frances Feist, who
was divecting the play, became 111 and had to go to the hospital Just
before dress. rehearsals, Professor Crafton took over the final rehearsals.
(Microphones were installed on the stage, wires run to the hospi‘gal, and

Mrs,- Feist was a'blé to hear her play from her ho‘spﬁ_.tq.l bed.-)m’

120. University Daiiy Kensgen, February 8, 1949, p. 1, and Prof. Crafton.

121, Prof. Craft_om
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During rehearsals some trouble arose concerning the part of Cleota,
the maid. It had been difficult to cast Negroes as maids and servants.
The meid, Cleota, was & Negro. A colored girl accepted the part, but
was prevailed upon to drop the part unless it was changed to give Cleota
more educated speech and behavior; Since this ecould not be done without
affecting the comedy in the play, the Negro girl withdrew from the cast
and the role of (leota had to be given to a white 'gir:l'.’.vlz2

The second play of this season was Brieux' Fal'se Gods. During the
four-day run of this play letters appeared in the University Daily Kemsen,

the school newspaper, discussing the sdvisebility of a college theatre
presenting & play which discussed religion. Some of the letters stated
opinions that were sgainst such & policy while othere praised the departe
ment for "having en open mind" and daring to discuss the subject in this
drematic form. The play opened to spproximetely half s house end closed
to a standing rocm only aamiiesuv::e.‘{g‘:23

The Ksnsas University L:lght Opera Guild was foymed this year, 1gkg-
50, by merging two recently formed student organizations, the Light Opera
Guild with only Fine Arts music majors &s members, and the University
Plsyers. The former orgenization came into being in the fall of 1948 and
the latter (the old Dramatic Club with a new nsme) in the fall of 191»6.121*
These two groups merged on October 2k, 1949, to form the Kansas University

Light Opers Guild. (The University Players, however, remained sepsrate

122. Harold Harvey, Prof, Crafton.
123, Prof. Crafton.
124, University Daily Kensan, October,25, 1949,
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from the Guild for their activities with the exception of the light
opera production each x=.=pring..)1"25

A pattern was established this year for the touring show sent out
by the University and the Speech and Drama Department, which s@ the
last play of each season taken on tour through the state of Kansas and
later Kensas and Oklehoma. This year's road show was Oliver Goldsmith's

She Stoops to Conguer™2

Two all-student produdtions were presented this year; one by the
Student Union Activities orgenization, under the direction of the presi-
dent of ‘this group, asnd the other by members of the University Players s
under the ‘direction of Don Harling, = senior in the .bepa‘rtment of Speech
end Drams, The Student Union Ac-hiviﬁes production was an original show
written by this group titled West of Abilene .:127 Thornton Wilder's

Our Town, presented in the CGreen Hall Little Theatre, was produced by
the University -1?'3.13.3"9,1-&5.3‘2,8

In the last year of this period in theatre history, 195051, the
University of Kensas Laboratory Theatre was created under the direction
of Thomas M. Shay and Professor Crafton. The theatre was set up as "i..8
Workshop for apprentice and experimentel work in playwriting, producing,
directing and staging." ?9 This progrem was esteblished in September of
1950 and after the remodeling of the Green Hall Little Theatre. New seats

125. University Deily Kensan, October 25, 1949.

126. University Daily Kansen, April 5, 1950.
127. University Daily Kansan, My 3, 1950.

128, University Daily Kensan, May 17, 1950.

129. Thomas M. Shay, "The University of Kensas Leboratory Theatre,"
"~ unpublished Masters thesis, Depariment of Speech end Drams,
University of Kansas, 1952.
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had bee;: installed in the theatre providing a seating capacity of 120.
This theatre was used for all the Labor‘a.tary. Theatre plays.

The objectives as stated in the thesis written by Thomas Shay, the
director of the Theatre; were as follows: "l. Relating and integreting
theory and practice:. 2. To afford beginiing sctors some acting ex«
perience. 3+ Improvement of the training of edvenced actors. 4. To
provide student_direéi_;ors an. opportunity to produce, for public per-
formance, -short plays 1S 'Lgvaheé.tre must provide for those persous
interested extra-curricularly in'the theetre; enable these people to
paerticipate in the productions of short plays, 6. To provide & place
and an opportunity to produce new plays by 'aﬁateur"playurigh‘bs + T+ Theatre
experimentation in acting,directing end staging. 8. To ensble Fraser
Theatre directors to observe aspii§Mg‘ actors in achual roles rather than
Just from tryouts. 9. To offer more théétridt_al entertalnment to regular
patrons of Fraser Th»ze'zav.t:re:.“-:LBQ

The funds for the Laboretory Theatre came from two. sources:. theatre
admissions and a subsidy from the University to the extent of several
hundred dollars-.lg’-lf In return for ';bhisv sub'sidyzetud;ents were admitted
Pree to the plays.

During the Laboratory Theatre season which opened on October 10,
1950, and closed May 19, 1951, twenty-iwo plays were;presented and four
monologues were given. One hundred and forty-two parts were cast in
which ninety-one '1:;ebp1e made their -mfirst:-];iabora’_c'ory Theatre appearance.

136. ".l’hoﬁas M. Shay, "The University of Kansas Laboratory Theatre,"
‘ thesis, p. 6. '

131, Ibid, p. 26.
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A complete list of the plays presented in this season appears in
Appendix A.
Meanwhile, mcross the street in Fraser Theatre, the season opened
with Jean Girsudoux' The Mad Women OF Chaillot, followed by Kaufmsn end

‘Hert's You Cen't Take It With You. The musical for this year was The
Pink Lady aud it was followed in Fraser by the production of I Conquis-

tatori, an adaption by Professor Crafton of a recent novel, The Girl on

the Vie Flaminis, The University road show, the final production of the

season, was Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dresm, which toured Kensas

and Oklshoms.

During this post-war period the theatre experienced both grawth
and progress., Many more men were enrolled in both undergraduate and
graduzte classes, among whom were & muber who had & primery ivterest in
the theatre. Besides serving as actors, these students assisted in
direction and especislly in the technical side of prod.uc'bion.‘ For the
first time the department possessed a somewhal adequate technical force,
Other evidence of growth in the depertment was the esteblishment of the
Laboratory Theatre and the eddition of courses in theatre end drama,
especially in the graduate field. Although ettendance at the plays
never rose as high &s it had been before the war, the productions were
better done, and the audiences were good and enthusiastic audiences for

the plays.



. Chapter VI

A Leboratory 'I‘hea.tre » & New Theatre Policy and a Subsequent Change
(1951-1956)
This period in our theatre history embraced four years, from the

fall of 1951 to the close of the spring term in 1955, At the begiming
of this period Chancellor Malott lefb the University to take s position
at Cornell a.nd wes replaced ‘by Dr. Fra.nklin D. Murphy, who had been dean
of the Mediba.l School. Chancellor bﬁu'phj, ¥ho had an interest in theater
and thea‘bre activities 5 changed the status of the theatre. The director
was ,still .on tbe staff of the department: Before the theatre had been in
the College of Liberal )&rte,» so the director was responsible to the
College dean, Now the director did .not have to consulf' the departnient
on any phase of ‘theatre, nor vﬁa’s :l'h his business to consult the dean. The
chancelloi- was the person who was responsible and had authority. For a
time things went on much as usual under this arrengement and no problems
arose ;132'

A musical comedy, Good Medicine , celebrating the seventy-fifth

amiversary of the University, ;and written by Professor Craf*ton, was the
first producﬁion of the year 1951+52; The road show for the year was

Shékespe‘m‘e 's Twelfth Nig];j;_, w’hich was teken on tour for two weeks after
133

& run of four nights in Fraser Theatre.
One of the highlights of the Laboratory Theatre season came on
Thursday, April 3, 1952, when e pley, Red Light Returning, vritten by

- 132. Prof. Crafton.
133. University Daily Kensen, April 2, 1952, p. 6.
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Robert Londerholm, & University law student, opened in Green Hell with
enother one act play, Four on ) Hea.thph This play was Londerholm's

first and 1t geve some evidence of his ability es a playwright, Other
Iaboratory Theatre productions for the year included The Lan’cem

Marriage, e one act camic opera by Ja«.q,ues szerbach, The I«fan m ‘the

Bovler Hat, _ Pan in Pimlico, and Escape by Moonlight.

P;_rofes;sor Crsitqzi i:o_ok a .sabbati';:al le_a.v,e in the year of ‘1952-‘-53 and
the University Theatre was in tne hamis of a new director, Dr. John
-Newf.ueld, who was brought here by Chancellor Murphy from the University
of Kansas City., Newfield a;'rived in Lawrence in the sumer of 1952 and
almost immedietely changes were startea. to alter the sppearance of Fraser
stage. first, a new stage floor was put down and the fooflights wére
rmoved, then 8 power rigging device was insta:u.ed for the flies and a
new switchboara was purchased. The stage of Fraber Theatre had been
used as a workshop for 'bh.e construetion and painti‘ng of scenery; this
year, since the School of Journallsm had moved to its new quarters,
several rooms on the first floor of the old Jowrnslism Building were
assigned to the theatre as a workshqp.136

Another change brought about .‘ojr the new director was the frequent use
of the tawnspeopie as actors in the school's productions. It was et this
tine that the dramatic productions were completely separated from depart-

-

nent control.

!

13k, University Daily Kansan, April 4, 1952, p. 1.

135. University Deily Kensens, November 30, 1951, p. 44, March 7, 1952.

136. University Daily Kansan, September 22, 1952, p. 3.
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The first play under the direction of Dr, Newfield, The Morning Star,

an original by Henry C. Haskell of Kansas City, opened in remodeled
Fraser Theatre on October 29, 1952.‘1 37 Other productions for the year

were The Dark Lady of the Bonnets, A Phoenix Too Frequent, The Merry

Widow, An Inspector Calls, The Contrast, and The Well.

During Professor Crafton's absence Dr, Newfield did not attend a
single production in the Laboratory Théatre fhgcause he was not interested
in its activities_g?'% |

Professor Won returned to the University in the fall of 1953 and
resumed his position as heed of the department. This year, 1953551},-
witnessed renewed activity in the Lsboratory Theatre» Eleven separate
plays were produced providing seventeen nights of performances: The most
successful and at the same time the most controversial of these bﬁi,lls in
the Leboratory Theatre was the bill of Thornton Wilder's The Happy Journey,
and Jean-Paul Sertre's Fo Exit. The former play presented & realisfié’
plot in & non-reslistic setting, the latter s non-realistic plot in a
realistic setting,'3? Both plays were directed by Bonnie Royer, a grad-
uate student in the départment. These plays presenfed unusual. production
problems; the solutions of which were put down in writing and were the

basis of the student's thesis for the MA De‘gree.mo

137. University Deily Kensan, October 30, 1952.

138, Dr. John Newfield.
139. University Daily Kensan, April 22, 1952, p. l.
140, Ibid.
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In 1954-55 new members were added to the staff. Milton Howerth took

the position of et designer for 'bhé University Theatre productions, in-
cluding the light opera presentstions. Cherles Holt came to the University
as an essistant to Dr, Newfield.- Across the street in Green Hell Nathaniel
Eek ceme to +the University as mreétox" of the Leboratory Theatre and
Charles Dodrill worked as Assistant DiregtOr,lhl
Opening the University Theatre season this year was Right You Are

If You Think Bo by Luigl Pirsndello, The sécond production for the
yeax was Ah! Wilderness, directed by Charles Holt, the same pérson who
adapted the third production, a musical, An American In Boston, by Carl

Milloecker.

In the lLeboratory Theatre this season six bills were offeved. ' Two
of the outstanding presentations were an adaptation of Edgar' Lee Master's
Spoon River Anthoibgz;, by Professor Crafton,snd & theatre in the round

production in the ballroom of the Union Building of The ?ﬁiladelp:gia_story

by Philip Barry. Cherles 'Dodrill, director of the theatre in the round
production and a greduate student and essistent instructor in the depart-
ment, had en interest in this production othér than its success, or fail-
ure, as a production. Dodrill was in the process of writing a production
thesis for his Master's Degree and tﬁia‘play, with its production problems,
were to form the basis of his thesis. This production thesis was much the
same a8 the production thesis we have mentioned previously; however, this
one concerned ;pro’f:‘lems involving production done in the arena style,
commonly known as “theatre in the round.” (The first experimentation in
theatre in the rownd had been undertaken by Thomas Shey in Green Hall s

141, Prof. Crafton.
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shortly after World Wer II),

At the end of the 1954-55 school year Dr. Newfield left the Univer-
sity. Dr. Lewin Goff repleced him as Director of the University Theatre,
In the £all of 1955 the structure of the department vas as follows:
the department chairman had direct control over the sreas of Speech
Correction, Geneml Sp'eech and Radio and Television; all the theatre
activities came under the control of the Director of Theatres‘ Under
his ,jurisdict*on came the Universi‘by Theatre, the Studio Theatre
(renamed from t.he Laboratory Theatre), and the newly formed Children's
Thea‘t.re, the first production of w,hich was seen in the spring of J.95h
Within fb‘h‘:;s,frameworkof University Theatres were the Assistant Director,
the técﬁ;&ica; areas such as lighting, - stage design, end student help, .
‘Student help was any student or ‘studenps izired on & paid basis to help
with productions’ in the areas of cbns‘truction, lighting, and costuming.
The Sbudia Theatre Dirpctor as we.u ag his assistents, were res’pbnsible.
to Dr. Goff, Director of Thea'bres. The Children's Thea'l;rg Director was
responsible to ‘the m.rector of ,thevs_,’ouejiio Theatreslh‘e

Durinngewfield'sls tenure twonar courses were edded to the curric-
ulum, the first one, Advanced Acting, in 1952-53, The University cetalogue
for that year gives this desérip'bion,for the course; "The study of scenes
from plays. Pré.c"bicé in charac_:fer analysis, creetion ofv..'roies s rehearsale
of scenes B ensmnble. The other course, IntBroduc'bion to the COntemporary
‘Thea.tre, was” offered the follcw:lng year and it was described as & course

"is .des_igned to present theories and practice of the quern,theatr.e.

142, Prof. Crafton.
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Special emphasis will be given to the influence on the Americen edu-
cational 'bhea;tre.'."lu3

These four yeai's_ represented the growth of the Labofatoxjy Theatre
and also an experiment in taking the control and operstion of theatre
activities sway from the departmeh‘b,, The latter did rot prove entirely
successful, since & closer union between the department and theatre
activities was affected after Newfield's departure,

The yesx of 1955—36 was to be the first in which Dr., LewinGoff
vas Director of the University Theatre and the last yeer in whid{z};?rofess‘or
Allen Crafton served as head of the Depgi"ament of Speech and Drama.
The fdllq#ingf year was to be the last year the depsrtment made use of
Fraser Theatre for its productibns because construction was to stt‘art_on
the new theatre building to be located on the west end of the campus.

bﬁrizig this first season under the direction of Dr. Goff Picnic,

Gammer Gurton's Needle, Carousal, & misical, Cpsi Fan’ 'Butte and

ion were xirésented. The first play was high;ight'ed' by a visit

to the cémpus of its suthor, Willlam Inge, a former student in play-
writing of Professor Crafton. Inge's visit wes to includé'the Qpéning:
night of his play but he became 11l and returned to New York before the
play opened.

With the desire end comsent of the pleywright, the original end-
ing to his play wes staged in Fraser, an ending that had been changed
for the Broadwsy production because the director, Joshmlogan, believed

1435, University of Kensas Catalogue, 1953-54, p. 305.
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a change woi}ld. give the play greater ‘impact and carry more sppeel for
the New York audiences,lm
In the Studio Theatre there wes & slight cut-back in the mumber
of productions but a nev segment, the 'Clu;dréh's Theetre, began. 'The
Children's Theatre production for thet year was Madge Mjller"é The Lend
of the Dragon, directed by Sally sa.x.'_ll’ﬁ This theatre was to ééx_ztinue
“under the direction of Miss £1x for the next few years. One of the
productions by '-'l;he Btudio Thestre wes the University road show for this
year, Kind Iady. Unlike the other Studio Theatre productions this one
was presented in Fraser Theatre and wes then teken on tour for two weeks.
This year the tour iﬁi‘éludeﬂ towns in Kansas, Oklahoms and Missburi.lks
The next yesr, '115.9:‘56-57,"'Ws"the ‘last yeer Fraser Thestre was used
for the Uxiivei'sity Theatre productions. By the end of that 'yeai:‘work
was completed on the new Music and Drematic Arts building end the
theatre activities were moved into this new building. This yeer was,
however, the first year for a new Department Cheirmen, Williem Conboy.
Conboy had received his Master 's Degree from the University of Kansas
and his doctorate from Northwestern Univarsity,lw'
While much of the ectivity in the depértment wes concerned with the
prospects of moving into its new location, this year was a time for
reflection for those who had been pert of the University Theatre pro~-

gram over the preceding years. One of these people, Professor Crafton,

14k, Willism Inge.
145, University Daily Kensen, November 10, 1955,

146. University Daily Kensan, March 28, 1956, p. 1.

147, Dr. William Conboy,
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vwho had come to the University in 1923 and, in part, hed been responsible
for the department getting its first theatre (Fraser) must have faced
the move from Fraser to the new Music and Dramatic Arts building with
mixed emotions.

In September of 1957 the new theatre building opened. The first
production was Bhakespeare's Henry IV, in which Jerome Kilty appeared
as falgfcaff, & part he had performed many times professionallyalha
During the production the sudiences had & chance to see the new elecs
tronic switchboard and ‘the revolving stege in operation, in fact all
the mechanics of the new thestre were utilized in the production.

Thus 'bhetlast production mentioned in this thesis represented just
one of the many activities of the Department of Speech and Drama at the
University. It represented the efforts of undergraduate students, socme
of whom were majoring in Speech and Dramaj it represented the efforts
of graduate students in the department; it represented the work of Lewin
Goff, theatre director, es well ms the efforts of a large technical
crew. This production represented an extra-curricular activity that
wae a regular function at the University open to all students, especially
to those majoring in Speech and Drama as practical training. At this
time one hundred and ninety-five hours of cié,sswork in sixty-two courses
‘were offered in the department, twenty-two ocourses in ‘theatre alone.

So theatre activity at the University, which began with a degree of

regularity on Aprii 25, 1890, with the presentation of Sweetpea's Pleasure

Trip to help raise money for the Athletic Association, grew to its

148, Jerome Kilty.



[P

5k,
present, rather favorsble position, in sixty-seven years. Fram the |
beginning, theatre activities, both extra-curricular and academic,
grew in spite of meny adverse conditions such as the social stigma
towvard theatre at the turn of the century, the two world wars, and finelly,
in an age vwhen scientific study and accomplisl'unénts receive priority, the
University used funds to build & Music and Drematic Arts building, This
new bullding seemed to be a testimony offered by the people that the
arts, including the theatre, have earned and deserve a prominent place
in university activities including acedemic study.

X wonder if those people comnected with the first productiog at the

University ever dreamed of what was to come?



APPENDIX A
Plays presented at the University

The years set down are for the school years, beginning with the fall
and ending the next spring. The date of the months for the early plays
ere not given becsuse in many cases there were no programs or the progrems
have been lost, and often there was no printed data sbout the plays in the
paper. For the early years most of the only availaﬁle records are in the
yearbooks which frequently omit informstion such as dates of performances,
casts, and the nemes of the organisstion presenting f‘ohe play. From several
statements which mention speciﬁcally the place of‘ perfomance, and from
the fact that there was no theatre on the campus, :.t is assumed that the
plays during the early years were given at the domtmm theatre, which
wvas known after the beginn:t_.ng of the present cent};rg as the Bowersock.

1883-8% Macbeth Shakespeare

1889-90 Sweet) eals Pleasure Trip This was & :translation from
the French by Prof. A. G. Canfield, a professor &t the
University, snd was. presented to raise funds for the
gthletic progrsm. 5

1890-0L A Midsummer Night'e Dream Shekespeare

1891-92 J. Ceesar Esq . This was an orig:lnal play by members of
the Class of 1892 and marked the beginning of a series of
‘Senior Class pla_ys. :

1892-93 Twelfth Night“" ‘Shakespeare

1893-9& A College Comedy An original play 'by the Class of 189k,

1894-95 Le Monde ou l'on S'enniue Translated from the French by
the Class of E95. =

1895-96 Zaraqueta An original by the Class of 1896.
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1896-97 The chseboa,t on the Styx John Kendricks Bangs

1897-98 Aa You Like It Shekespeave
Ot:hells Sha.kespeare
‘Bunset Jerome XK. Jerome
My Vife's Bomnet Morton
" Money Bowler
Bricks Without Straw The Senior Class play. No evidence
is given for this sudden :lncwea,se in drematic actlvity and its
eg}m.lly sudden i‘alling off.

1898-99 ;mogenea,ﬁbroa& An. origingl play by the Class of 1899.
1699-1900 A Runayey Girl Parody of the play of the seme name.

1900-01 Macbeth Jr. A comedy-‘burleaque of Macbeth by the (ﬂ.ass of
19010 '

190102 * Shore A@ea James A. Herne

1902-03 AI\ @ Ofg Augustin Da.ly No Sénior Class play is
mentioned for the two preceding years. It cannct be deter-
mined 1f ‘the Senior Class or some other orgenization '

preaented the Wo preceding plays.

1903-0% Wip Van Winkle A mvesty of Rip Ven Winkle by the
clasé"gf 100k, =2 =
Alebema Augustus Thomas A
, Rose_m_a_z:z Iouis N. Parker and Murray Carson. The latter
two plays were. comparatively new plays which had 'been a,cted
on the professional stage. -

1904<05 1a Cheperone malgré elle (The chaperon inspite of herself.)
The Class of 1905. ‘ _
ALl the COmforbs of Home -William Gillette

1905-06 ' 7=11-kk The Senior Class play.

Azx American Ciﬁizen Madeleine L. Riley

1906-07 cerebrotmtamm (The Professor's MaJsay) The Senior Class
o oplay.. .

1907-08 The Nawsb of Zu-Zu The Senior Class play.
My Friend from india De Souchet
The Tittle Minister J. M. Barrie
The Pirvetes of Penzeance Gilbert and Sullivan
Patience Gilbert and Sullivan
The last two titles represent the first record we have
discovered of the production of & musical play or light
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opera. It seems remarka.’ole thet if this is the first venture

into this field that two operas should have been attempted
d.uring the same year.

1908-09 Izmiena The Senior Class play.
-Father and the Frat Presented by the Thespilans,: :
The School for Scandsl Written by the Junior Cla.ss and. pre-
sented as the Junior farce. .

The Princess Ida Gilbert and Sullivan Evidently the light
operas ‘for -the previous years were & BuUCCesS.

,—--——-.——-—-.——

rﬁozal Knave This is mentioned 85 a dramatization of If' I
Were King. But.sinee If I Were King was & dramatization,.it is
dAfTicnlt to determine whether or not this dramatization was
original.

1909-10 - No record of the name of the Senior Class play for this year

could be found.

The School for Scandal R. B. Sheriden

Ysbrand Frederick van Eeden

':'nhe Mixado . Gilbert and Sullivan-

Moi “Iabiche end Martin Presented. 'by “the French Club.

-On the Regged Edge The Junior farce. No record of this
being an original could be found. ;

'0p-0'-Me Thumb There is ng further information availlable
concerning these last two plays. The titles are recorded in
the Jg,_xhawker for 1910.

1910-11 For this year we are fairly certain of oné play. Siater
You're Wrong was the Senior Class play, add presumsbly wes
original. ‘Student Count 1s recorded as the Junior farce, though
whether this was an original effort or not is not recoxrded.
Other productions for this year were The Dictator (this surely
was the popular play by Richard Harding Devis), Alice in Wonder-
land, end The Idle Idol. The last mentioned is recorded as & -
msical play. The present writer has béen unsble to trace its
gource. It apparently is not a Gilbert end Sullivan light opera
such as the praceﬂing msicsls have been.

1911-12 This year records Dope, the Senior Class play, The Yeomen
of the Guard, the Gilbert end Sullivan light opera, Tb.e Iotteg
Man by Rid.a "Johnson Young and Billy by George Cameron. There
Is one other play mentioned in the Jayhswker for this year:.
Cbject Matrimony. Whether this was a long or short plsy,
original or published play, there is no printed record.
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'1912-13 This yeer lemves no record which :15 helpful in the least.
In the Jayhmwker there is mentioned three plays as having been
performed: The Boys of Company B, The Aviator, and The Blue
Rose Dienmondy This 15 ell, Ehe Senior Class play was no longexr
written by the Senior play commitiee but fifty dollars was
awarded to the student who wrote the 'best play. There was uo
men‘bion of a ;pla,y for this years

1913-1k%  This year the $enio‘ Class pley makes & reappearsnce. The
title 1s Comt No Account. Any other dramstic presentations
have left no record. ‘ -

191415 . A&aﬁ.n. there is menkion of the Senior Class play, The
Professor's love Storxg This may keve been an originel play
but it is also the name of & popular professional play: The
M&n Irom Home 'by Booth Tarungtcn wBs also preac.nted this ye: year.

1015-16 'Ihe Witching Hour Aug\mt\m Thoma.s Presented by the
Dramgptic Clubs = .
ggm the Grapes Al'hon Gumfbiner, a Univeraity student.
This was the Senior Class play ‘
The Stuff of Isughter Percy B. Shostec This plear was
prebented. at Bommencema.ni. instes.& of: the Sen..or Class play.

1916-17 Under Cover Roi Cooper Meme This vBsS & d:cama ‘hot off
Broadway and 16 it 1s vemarkeble if B group of Kansas University
students could have o‘bta.ined a. copy and. would ha.ve produced it
at the vniverss.ty o

If I Wewe Dean, Alﬁon Gumbiner The Senior Cless plays

1017-18 With 'l;hia :;ear we begin to ﬁmd. a recora. of the presenta-
tion of one act plays, probébly in the Green Hall Little Thestre.
y The Checlumte 'J.'he paroceeds “rom this play wen’o to the Red
£rosse

Efficien ,

- ‘Buppressed Desirea Susan Gla.spell The last two plays were
preaented &t & Dromatic Club mceting in Green Hall,

America Passes By Fenueth nndre\as '

Elize Comes to St

Comus ~This was recarded in & news item which statea that
the Toem by Milton is scheduled to receive a stage presentation,
but no further information was found.

Chimes of. Normendy Robert Planquette A light opera.
presentation.

g:g_tx-fiftz farold lytle This was the Senior Class play.

1918-19 This was the yea.r of the Fi.rst World War and there is no
record of any plays being given.
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1919-20 It's A Great Iife William Brehm This vas a stud.ent pley
written :t‘qr the Benior Class.

Mrs, Temple's Telegrem Frank Wyatt end Willlam Morris
Her.‘ Eusband's Wife A. E. 'Ehomas

1920-21 The ggortance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde
Mrs. Gorringe's Necklace Hubert Henry Davies

The Mechanical Man hi.'l_'l.iam Brehm A student play written
for the Senior class.

1921-22 1928 Ibllies W.8.G.A

From this time on, various or@anizations such as the Women's
Student Government Assdciation were giving musical plays or
veriety shows, wsually for a scholarship fund.

The Big Ides A. E. Thomas end Clayton Hamilton

$1200 A Year MAn original show, or perhaps & play of the
seme. title by Bdug Ferber,. the proceeds of which went into the
fund for the University theatre building,

A Regular Prince  Willlaw Erehm A student play written
for the Senior Class.

1922-23 The Admirable Crichton James M. Barrie
 Mr. Pim Passes By A. A. Miine
Also, the Jayhawker for this year tells us that three one-achs
were performed in April by the Dramatic Club but what plays and
where is not mentioned..
'The Merry Widmr Frang Iehar

1923-2% The Devil's Disciple G. B. Sheaw Presented et the Bowersock

Theatre December 4, 5, 19234 .
. The Silent System Trenslated from the French by Brander
Mathews.

One-Word Play ?:ank Ea@a.u

The Conflict Clarice MacCauley

The Boor Aunton Tchekoff

A Minuet Louis Parker
The. 1ast five plays are all one-aets presented in the Iittle
Thestre in Green Hall by the Drematic Arts class. ,
; Beti_zx Tou An all-university misical comedy performed in
the Iawrence High School suditorium on December 14, 15, 1923,

1924-25 The Remantie Age A. A. Milne
The Pigeon Galsworthy Presented in Green Hall.
Green Days Helen Marceil and Mary Smith An origiual
msical c comedy performed in the Bowersock on Maxch 7, 1925
and later in Ottewa on St. Patrick's Day
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1924-25 (con't)

 Cherchez In Ferme (or Kanses Grows the Best Wheat in the
World,)  An original revue by Professoy Cratton. ThLS Tevue
was | presented a% the Bowersock April 7, 8, 1925. .

Direct 1:1 Mail  Bue Moody The Senior Cless play.

Dalcy Keufman A student ;prmction presented et the Bower-
sock Tovember 1k, 192k,

The Passing of af the Third Floor Back Jerome Ki Jerome
A Dramatic. Club presentation tha.t 1a.ter went on tour‘;

1925-26 The Ticmt oi‘ Ieave Iva‘a.n Tom Ta.y}.or
Great Catherine G. B. Bhaw . Presented 'by the Kansas
Players at Commencement fime 1926 in:Robinson Gymnasiwm.,
Little Mondarin W.S. G.A. An original musicel comedy.
In & Blue Moon Emestine Songer”
‘The Mirror E. Js Linderman
Heavens Russell Culver _
Btories Thet Break Homa. Fisk .
The last four plays were qriginal cne»acts m':.-..ten in the
playwritmg classs
Rollo's Wild Omts Clare Kumer Y.W. A, This play was
presented in the Le.wrence Hig.h School auditoritm.

Sumer !I.‘heatre S
Greab Catherine G. B. Shew
The Jest = Sem Bene]li L
Canﬁida G+ B, Shaw
Expressing Willie Rachel Crothers
‘Three Live Ghosts Frederick Isham snd Ma.x Marcin
Four one-ac‘-s o
riflés.. Susa.n Glaspell
One-Word P
AMinuet Icuis Pa:rll:er T
The e Florist Shop. ‘Winifred Hankridge .
The Summer Thegtre consisted of six bille presénted on & small
stege in the basement of Spooner-‘rhwer Miseun by the Kansas

Flayers. :

1926-27 The Dover Road A. A. Milne Presented in Robinson Gymnasium

in Navember 19% by the nramatic Club.
In the Next Room Ford and Robson Presented 'by the Kanses

leers in the Orpheum Theatre in the fall of 1926,

Wango Pango Skilton snd Marcel An original msical comedy
yresented in the Bowersock by the WeBaGiAs
" The Maker of Dreanms . Oliphant Down

Cooks and Cardinals
The lest two plays were one-acts presentecl in Green Hall.

¥
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1926-27 (con't)
Candidn G. B. Shaw
If  Iord Dunsany
The Isst. two plays were presented in the Shubert Theatre in Kensas

Ciflys' Febnmry 17, 18, 1927, Ie.ter, If was presented at the Bower-
sock,

Boccaccio 8 Unteld Tale. Harry Yemp

Moonshine - Arthuy Hopkins

Thank You Doctor Gilbert ’Emery
The last three plays sre one-acts presented as & bill in’ Robinson
Gymnasivm ab Comuencement. time by the Kensas Plavers and the
Dramatic Club.

.The Noble Iord Percival Wilde

The Twelve Pourd Iook J. M. ‘Barrie
The last two one-act plays vere. performed in Green Hall 4in the
Little Theatre,

mreafter, ‘some of 'hhe plays are by the Kansas Play\ers, some by
the Dromatic €luby in ratio of sbout two by each group each year.

1927-—28 The Truth Clyde Fi’t;ch Presented at the Crpheum..
'Sun Up Iulu Vollmer Presented gt the Bowersock.
The Younbe st Fnilip Barry Prcsen'bed at the Orpheum Theatre
December 12, 13, 1928.- .

1928-29 Aél plays were perfo*med in Fraser Theatre unless otherwise
stated.
Much Ado About Nothing Shakes;pee.re Presented October, 1928,
by & professionn.l English compony.
 Hemlel Shakespeare Presented by the Kansaes Pleyers.
November 19, 20, 9.1., 1928, .
-The Vhole Town's
C'Eau Ro__e Ma.m An original revue. pn:esented Apr:ll 15, 1929.

1929-30 l«ir. Pim Passes By A+ A, Milne chober 1k, 1929 This play
was ‘taken on | the road in the spring..
The Devil in the Cheese Tom Cushing Hovember 8, 3.929
Fidelities FRouert Bracco. December 9, 1929.
Eest Iyme Hed Albert February 14, 1930
Tove-In-a-Mist Auelie Rives and Gilbert Buery. March 3, 1930
Come Beven "~ Octavus Roy Cohen Presented April 16, 1930 with
an aJ.l—negro cast. later, th:.s play went on g short bour.

Sunnner Theatre
Slhe Romzmtic Young Iady G m:tinez-Sierra June 30; 1930

1930-31 The Marked, }Iouse Anson Kent (Allen Crafton) October 20, 1930
" Andrgcies mund the Iion G. B. Shaw November 17, 1930
Juno and the Paycock tean O'Casey December 15, 1930
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3.930-.31 (eon't)
Berths the Sewing Machine Girl February 3, 1931
' Hexr Husband's Wife A, E. Thomas = Mgrch 17, 1931
‘Cock Robin - Philip Barry and Elmer Rice April 7, 1931

1931-32 The Bcarlet Dove Allen Crafton October 19, 1931 .
Bhe Bloops to Conquer Oliver Goldsmith December 14, 1931
" lgl;; Mu.sie EaJJ. of 1900 { An original revue presented. February
! “ o, >
 The Butter and g’_@ Man George 8. Kmxﬁnan Presented March
1%, 1932 and lbter; was taken on & short tour.
The Menmechmi  Plautus April 27, 1932
The Younger Generation Maurice Baring This play was pre-
‘gented &8s & curbain ralser to The Meneechmi.

1932-33 Pygmalion G« B. Shaw Iiovemher 7, 1932
Qutwerd Bound Sutton Vane December 1932

Uncle Tom's Cabin A dramatization by George L. Aiken re-
sented Februexy 7, 1933«

Seguce for the Gander Ruby Bramwell An or:.ginal play pre-
sented March 20, 1933+

1933-34 %Roae 3. M, Barrie October 30, 1933
Hollds; Philip Barry Gilven by the National Colleglate Players.
Bebound - Donald Ogden Btewart December 11, 1933
Distant Drums Dan '.l’ohheroh (a.dapted by Allen Crafton)
Febru&ry 12, 193k
""" ‘Journey's End R. Cu Sherrii‘f Spring 1934
The Trial of John Peter Zenger This play was written by
Elliof Penner, an mssistent in the Journalism Department and
Maurice Rice of the college office. It was presented in Noveumber
of 1933 for the Kansas Editors vhen they held their yound table at
the University. . This had no connection with the Drema Departuent.
Hilarities of 1934 Jimmy Patterson end Stanley Hortsman,
University students. Preoented by the W.S. Gy , March 12, 193k,

1934-35 Eva the I‘if‘bh Kenyon Nicholaon and. John aolaen October 29,

193k ‘
Double 1 Elizabeth McFadden Decenﬂaer 11, 1934
Yenkee Cruse.de ‘Allen Crafton Februsry 11, 1935
Hold that Line An original msical comedy presented in the

spring of 1935 b:[ the H.S.G.A.

1935-36 Fe.’lse Gods Eug,ene Brieux Nonrember 2, 1935
Ten HMinute Alibi Anthony Armstrong December 9, 1935
Olympia ~Ferenc Molnsy Presented. Fe‘brua.ry 17, 1936 and later
went on towrs
The Ticket of Leave Me.n Tom. Ts;ylor Maxch 23, 1936
The Terrible Meek Charles Renn Kennedy Presented April 20,

1936. for the ministerial convention
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1936-37 Bury the Dead Irwin Shaw Noveuber 9, 1936
_ Four Days Ieave Presented &s & curtein raiser to Bury the

T Mhig Thing Called Iove Fdwin Burke }
land's End "Denis Plummer April 5, 1937 Iater this play
went on tour, )

1937-38 Begmar on Horseback Keufmsn and Comnelley This production,
presented October 25, 1937y utilized m revolving stage.
- Elizabeth the Queen Maxwell Anderson December 6, 1937
Spring Dance Philip Baxry February 15, 1937 .
Winterset Maooell Anderson March 22, 1936 Also on tour.

Bumuer Theatre
Pennyyise Jean Black

1038-39 Liliom Ferenc Molnar Cctgber 31, 1938
Dny Fever Noel Coward December 5, 1938
~ Cum Isude Allen Crafton. This was an original revue, pre-

sented February 20, 1939, for the seventy-fifth amiversary of

the University of Kensas: , '
Outwerd Bound . SButton Vane March 27, 1939 _ ‘
‘Blossom Time An operette given by the School of Fine Artes..

. The Drunkard Presented by the K €lub in CGreen Hall, April

17, 1939, - '

Surmer Thestre -

1939-40  The Fmperér Jomes Eugene 0'Neill October 30, 1939
My Beert!s in the Highlends William Saroyan October 30, 1939
These two plays were on the same bill. o
The Night of Jenuery 16th = December 12, 1939
Quality Streef Jemes Berrie February 13, 1540
Nary of Scotlend Maxwell Anderson-
Romence of the Willow Patteérn Ethel Van der Veer
A Yoman of Character The last two plays are one-acts and

vere presented In Greem Hall. =~
Holidsy Phillp Barry April 8, 1940

1gko-kl White Wings Philip Barry October 29, 1940 ‘
' The Cradle Bong Sierra-Martinez December 10, 1940
Cock Robin ~Philip Barry end Elmer Rice February 17, 19kl
The importance of Being Farnest Oscar Wilde Aprfl 1, 1941
On with the Show Allen Crafton May 19, 1gky Thig was &
musical revue presented by & group of University students.

19kl-b2 Thunder Rock Robert Avdery December 9, 1ghl
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19h1-k2  (con't)
The Women <Clare Booth Presented. m the spring of 1942 with
an all—girl C&Btd
. Mrs. Moonli@t Ben. Wcﬂ.f Ievy Presented 88 a stagea reading
in Green Hall on March g9, igha.
- Charlie's Aunt Brendon Thomas Am'il 6, lgha
Night Mus'b Fall Emlyn Williams May k&, 191»2

19k2-43 Meeb the Talent An original revue gpresented Octo‘uer 26, 19k2,
- ladles in Retirement Edward Pemv end Ree;inald Denham
November 29, 19%2 ,
 Close Quarters W. Os Scmin Marc.h T 1943
- Distinguished Service Allen Crafton Presented on March 30,
3.91;3 with an all-girl cashe

1943~k Tune in Yesterdsy Allen Crafton Presented December 12, 1943
with an all-girl casts
Macbeth Shakespeare A cutting of this play was presented by
Professor and Mrs. Crafton. There was. no admittence charge.

Sumer Theatre _

Night Must Fall Enlyn Williems Presented by the Dramatic
Club. fThis wes the first production directed by & graduate stu-
ﬂen‘h, mce Mcnomllo :

19h5~56 ;ngx Fever Noel Coward March 7, 1946
Skin of Our Teeth Tbnmtm Wilder April 29, 1946

1946-47 Be Km on Horse‘back leauman and Connelly November L, 1946
Midsunmer Hight's Dream Shakespeare March 11, 1947
Double Daar E:L:Lzaheth McFadden April 21, 1947
Juno and the Paycock Sean 0'Casey spring 19k7

1947-48 Jomn of Lorraine Maxwell Anderson October 20, 1947

Blithe spirit Noel Coward December 8, 19kt

The Trojan Women Euripedes March 8,
- Thy Kingdom Come An original by & University student, Jemes
Gunn, presented Mgy L,

Hervey Mary Chase April 8, 1648

College Daze An origingl production by students, May 12, 1948.

Privete Iives Noel Cowamrd Presented as a staged reading in
Green Hall May 18, 1948, This play was & project of & graduate
experimeutal seningay cla.ss; Mary K. Booth directed the reading.
© " fhe Mikedo ‘A musicel under the directlon of the Bchool of Fine
Arts and the Department of Speech and Drama.

The HBmgerers William Seroysn

Comin' Through the Rye : Willlam Savoyan The lest two plays
dre one-scts presented in Fraser on May 19, 1948, end directed by
two graduate students, Den Palmquist and Tom Ree.
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1948-49 Hamlet Shakespeare Presented November 2, 1948 by the
Drematic Clubs - This play wese taken on tour in the spring.
The Far-off Hills Iennox Robinson December 6; 1948
Bury the Dead Irwin-Shew -Februery 22, 1949 This was a
thesis production of graduate student, Harold Harvey.
The Btrength of Ten Allen Crafton . May 10, 1949 :
The Gondolisrs Gilbert and Sullivan Presented Febmary Ts
1949 under the direction of the School of Fine Arts and the
Deparbment of Speech &nd Drams s a Light Opera Guild production.
City Iife Tau Sigms dance recital, April 27, 19%9.
Ghost of & Chanee The College Daze production, April 19, 19k9.
Fanst “Goethe Presented at the ‘University of Kansas by the
Kensas City University Players; April 25, 1949,

4
b

Iabora,tory Theatre

Great Catherine G. B. Shaw March 28, 1949

Overruled G. B. Shaw March 28, 1949 These plays were pre-
sented ln Fraser«

The Iost Kiss Margaret Douglas OGreen Hall

Overtones Alice Gerstenberg Green Hall

Ba.lcogz Scene Donald Elser Green Hall

1949<50 The Male Animal Thurber and Nugent October 25, 1949

All productions from this point on were University Player produc-
tions unless otherwise stated. At & meeting held in the fall of
1949 the University Players end the department sgreed that sny
production representing the efforts of one or both groups should
be lmown as & University Flayers production.

False Gods FEugene Brieux December 6, 1949

Sweethearts Victor Herbert Ja.nuary 1950 - A Iight- Opera.
productions .

Ten Iittle Indians Agutha Christie Februe.ry 28, 1950

Bhe Stoops fo Conquer Oliver Goldsmi'bh Presented April k4,
1950 and later toured. Kansas.

Our Town Thornton Wilder An aJJ.«studen’c production presented
in Green Hall on May 16y 1950.

West of Abilene An originsl College Daze produchion. by the
Student Union Activities organiza.tian.

Laboratory Theetre

Iady of Iarksp_\_z_r_ Iotion Tennessee Williams

The Bronze I.a@y and the Crystel Man Noel Coward

Sosp Opera dJohn Kirkpetrick 'I.‘hese three plays were presented
on November 3, 1949 in Green Hall:

The Iong Christmas Dinner Thornton Wilder

The Gift of the Magl Adapted by Joserph Free from & story by
0 &m" ‘

. There's Something I've Gob to Tell You William Saroya.n
The Iast three plays were presented December 14, 1949 in Fraser.




Plays (12)

1949-50 (con't)
Isboratory Theatre (con't)
The Villain's Downfall (or Crime Doesn't Pay) An original by
: 1 Universxty student, Jane Schmidt. Presented in the spring of
1950 in' Green Hall. -
Iouder Pledse
Seeing New York
Forward end Beck These last three are blackout skits pre’
gented In Green Hall on the. same bill with Jane Schmidt's play.
Rock cha.lk Revue I.M.C.A. Presented in Hoch Anditorium.

1950-51 The Mad Woma.n of Chaillot Jean Giraudoux November l, 1950
You Can't Take it with You Keufman snd Hart December 13, 1950
Pink Lady Caxyll and MoLellan A Light Opera Guild production
presented February 6, 1951,
A Midsummer Night's Dreem - Shakespesre March 14, 1951
I Conquistetori Adapted by Allen Crafton from & novel end
presen'hed April 25, 1651,
College Deze A St.udent Union Activities production.

Ia‘boratcry Thea.tre...An extended operstion of the existing Labora-
‘tory Theatre; this one being established Septeubér 1950 under the
direction of Thomas M. Shey. All productions were in Green Hall,

‘Lebhoratory Theatx'e
1st Bill, October 10, 11, 12,
Fumed Ok ‘Hoel Coward
.Augustus Does His Bit Q. B. Shaw

‘2nd 3111, Oc’bo’ber 2k, 25, 26.
The Dear Departed Stanley Houghton A staged reading.
ﬁ.‘he I{omance of the Willow Pattern Ethel Van der Veer

3rd B;Lll, November Ty 85 9o
The Hungerers William Ssroyen
Hello Out There William Saroyan.

ln-.h 3111, Novenfoer 21, 22, 23.

Fouxr Monologues from:

As You Like It Shekespeeare
. The Imst Mile dJohn Wexley

Aone Christie Fugene O'Neill
Remorse __1 the Seg

ne-act.
Trifles Busan Glaspell

5th Bill, Noveuber 28, 29, 30.
Overruied G. B. Shaw
The Intruder Maurice Maeterlinck A staged reading.
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1950-51 (con't)
Leboratory (con't)
6th Bil.l' December 5, 6, To
Nativity Play Research and script by Allern Crafton.

Tth Bi:l.l, February 20, 21, 22.. .
Overtones Gerstenberg and Howard
Koonshine Arthur. Kopkins

8th Bill, February £7, 28, 29.
The Monkey's Paw Adapted by Louls N. Parker from &
. short story by W¢ W. Jacobs.
Welsh Hone:moon Jeanette Marks

Gander Sauce Betby Smith
JAnother Way Out Susen Glaspell

10th Bill; May 1.
The Powers That Be An original long pley by Williasm
Bollney,

Buppressed Desires Susan Glaspell end George Cram Cook
The Thr.ee Timexr Jemes F. Stone

12th Bﬂ.l, May 16, 17, 18,
The Velisnt Holworthy Hall and Robert Middlemass
A Minuet miet  louis N. Parker
Wurzel-mmmeg A. A M:L'Lne

1951-52 Good Med.icine An original musical revue by Allen Crafton.
Presented October 26, 1951,
‘The Importence of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde December 6, 1951
 Faculty Follies An original revue presemted December 13, 1951
The Bartered Bride A Light Opera Guild production presented
February k4, 1952.
The lady's Not For Burning Christopher Fry February 27, 1952
" Rock Chalk Revue Y.M.C.A. Presented in Hoch Auditorfum March
1 1952. ,
’ Twrelfth N:lght Shakespeare Presented A'oril 15, 1952 snd later
went on tour.

Isbhoratory Thestre: & continuation of last year's operation with
less activity.
lstiBill, November T; 8, 9«
. Poor Magdalena o
Enter the Hero Theresa Helburn
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1951-52 (con't)
Iaboratory ‘I‘hee.tre (eon't)

1952-53

 Pan in P:Lmlico A staged read.ing
The Man- in the Bowler Hat A. A. Milne
Esca;pe p_z Moonlight

3vd Bill, January 14, 15.
The Marriage of Sobeide Hugo yon Ho:t‘fmgnatahl

Lth Bill, February 13. ‘
‘Feme end the Poet Lord Dunsany

Sth Bill; Februm 20) EL’ 22a : :
‘Heavens . Russell Culver; & 1926 University gra.duate.
At the Shrine “Stark Young

6th Bill, March 6, 7.
}‘.antern Marriage Jacques Offenbach A one-nct comic opera.

Tth 33111, March 12, 13, 1h.
¥Why I Am A Bacheélor Conrad Seiler
Half an n Hour . Jemes M. Barrie
ped 1‘0\1 Can't Fish Withc:ut Tenderloin E. P. Conkle

8th Bill, April 3; L.
Red Light Returning An original by Robert Ionderholm, a
University law student.
Four on & Heath

9th Bil.l, April 23) 2&. -
The Beggar's Opera John Gay A staged reading.
The Besu of Bath

The Morning Star Henry C. Haskell October 29, 1952

The Dark Lady of the Sonnets G. B. Shaw December 10, 1952
A Phoenix Too Frequent Christopher Fry December 10, 1952
The Merry Widow Franz Lehar February 9; 1953

An Inspector Calls J. B. Priestly March 4, 1953

The Contrast Reya.ll ‘]‘;yler March 25, 1953

The Well Touis Mennind

Pebticont Fever MHark Reed Presented in the Student Union.

Isboratory Ihea‘bre : very lit'ble activity compared with the last
two years.

Second Shepherd's Play Presented December 15, 1952 in the
Green Hall Little Theatre. No admisgion was charged.
14ly; the Felon's Daughter Thomas Teggert A melodrams pre-
sented by the University Players in the Green Hall Iittle

Theatre February 25, 1953.
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1952-53 (con't)
Ieboratory Theatre (con't)
'rhe Pm.rima, Donna. Artlmr Ben,jami_n Presented May 7, 1953 in
a.Ber' )

1953-54 The Glass Menagerie Ténmessee Willisms Noveuber k, 1953
Caesar and Cleopatra G+ B. Shaw December 10, 1953
Tau Sigma dance recital presented. Decenber 23, 1953.
Die Fledermaus Johann Strauss A Light Opera Guild produc-
tion presented February 8, 195k..
' Anti@ne A modern version of the lay by uOPhOCleB, adapted
by Jeen Anouilh, Presented March 17, 1954,
"~ Rock Chalk Revue Y.M.C.A. Presented in Hoch Anditorium
March 26, 1954, ‘
Don't We ALl Burrill Phillips
The Secret of Buzanne. Ermane Wolf-Ferrari

Ia‘ooratory Theatra

Catherine Parr Maurice Barnig

A Minuet Iouls N. Parker

Phims Stanley Houghton v

The Twelve Pound Iook James M. Barrie fThe lsst four plays

. . were presented on the. same bill Ockober 21; 22, 23, 1953.
The Finger of God Percival Wilde

The Iovely Miracle Fhilip Johnson

Corridors of the Soul N. N. Evreinw These three plays were
R presentea. on the same bill.

My Partner A melodrams presented by the University Players in
T “Freser Jenusry 13, 1954

Rumplestiltskin An adaptation, This was the first Chilaren B
_ Theatre productions fon Wilde

The Happy Journey Thornton r

No Exii; Jean-Faul Sertre Bonnie Royer directed both plays ms
T "part of a prodnction thesis., April 21, 22, 23.

195L-55 hRight You Are If You %:Lnk So Inigi Pirandello November 10,
195
Ah, Wilderness Eugene 0'Neill December 8, 195k
. Ao American in Boston Carl Milloecker Adapted by Charles
Hbl‘b.
Richard III Bhakespeare March 16, 1955
Riders to the Bea J. M. Synge
The Marriage Merchant ‘The last two are operas presented in

Fraser May 10, 1955.

Iaboratary Theatre
- 1st Bill; October 11, 12, 13.
With Discretion Attila V. Orbok
Tithuenia Rupert Brooke
Refund Fritz Karinthy
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1954-55 (con't)
Leboratory Theatre (con't)
2nd Bill, November 15, 16, 17.
Spoon River Anthology * Edgar lee Mastez‘s Adspted for
- the stage by Au.en Craftons -
Moonshine .Arbhur Hopkins

324 Bill; December 1_,, 1k, 155"
Great Ca.therine @, B, Bhew

6.

The Fhila.delphia Stog Philip Barry Preseuted in arena
‘style in the Btudent Union as partial fulfillment for
& production thesis by Charles Dodrill, s graduate
gtudent.,-

'j‘bh Bill, Februsry 3, k.
No Mother to Guide Her Iillian Mortimer A melodrams
presentea by the University Players.

6th Bill, April 20, 1955
Rivale in the Bchool for Scandal Nolae Ring adepted two
~ of Richard Sher:;dan's plays. Ipter taken on tou;r

7ﬂ1 Bill, May l“' 5e
The Noble Iord Percival Wilde

Green Pastures. Marc Connelly
‘Heavenly Discourses FErskine Scott Wood The last two

were cuttings and were presentacl as staged readings,

1955-56 Picnic Williem Inge The original ending written by Inge was
used for this producticn. October 26; 27, 28, 29, 1955
Qanmer Gurton's Needle December 7, 8, 9, 10; 1955
Carousel Rogers and Hsmmerstein A Iight Opera Guild produc-
tion""‘"“"‘present'ed February 6, T, 8, 9, 1956.
ion G. B. Shaw March 7, 8, 9, 10, 1956
Rock Chelk Revue Y.M.C.A. Presented in Hoch Auditorium

March 23, 1956.
Coei Fan E‘ntte Mozart A comic opers preaented in Fraser

laboratory '.theatre
ist Bill, October 12, 13; 1h:
Tord Byron's Iove letters Tennessee Williems
Summer Comes to the Diamond O Robert Finch

Finlculi, Finicula Rita Wellman

2!1(1 Bill, Hovember 9, 10, ll.
The Iend of the Dregon Madge Miller A Children's
Tb,eatre Troduction.
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1955-56 (con't)
Leboratory Theabre (con't)
3rd. Bill, December 1k, 1955
?L"ne Drunkexd A melodrama presem.ed ’by the University
Players in Green Ha.].l

hth 3111, Fobrisry 29; March 1, 2, 3 :
The Mena.»,chmi Plautus Presented in the Student Union
85 gu arena style. raduction..

Eth Bill, March .'3.7, 28, 29. '
Kinﬁ . Edward Chodorov . Presented in Fraser Theatre
‘ then later taken on tour through Kansas,  Oklshoms,
and. Missouris
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APPENDIX B
Courses and Faculty

In an attempt to. elimingte repetition whenever possible a.nd at the
seme tine to record es accurately as possible all information availsble on
the subject, the courses offered in theatre (or closely related to the
theatre) have been listed on the following pages combined with all the
fa.cultjand staff me;ghe;'s who ta;ugb.t f‘t_ﬁhgsg ddursea-..‘ Since the courses and
their teachers are closely related it was decided to list them together
under the departments in which the courses vere offered.

It will be noted that in the early years, 1880-1903, only & few
courses in theatre are listed, Most of the courses listed sre in Elocution
and Oratory. They ere included here because they represent & beginning in
the theatre curricuiums

It will also be noted that the staff members listed, especially for
the more receut years, do not .c,onstimtel\‘ the entire staff of the department.
Since thie thesis concerns i@seli prinerily with theatre activities at the
University, only those members of the staff who teught theatre classes or
who actively vpa;ticipat.e_& in theatre activities, as directors or technical
persons; are listed.

PFinally, it will be noted that at times only & few words are used to
describe additions or changes in the theatre curriculum and staff for &
given year, vhile at other times the complete theatre curriculum (and re-
lated courses) being offered ab that yime, along with sll the theatre staff

members are listed: This was done in the inmterests of brevity. At the same
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time 1t is hoped that the reader will be @ble to see clearly just what was

going on in the department in'th'eé,ti:‘e 'wdrk',- the changes and additions that

had been made, by simply referring to the year in vhich the lest complete

listing appesrs.

1880

1887

18%
1891

1862

1893

1895

‘Elocution courses are listed in the English Department.

James M. .GJ,eed

_Ehéiish Department. Professor Vickery

English 8-ghakespeare Three plays. First term.
Bvery day at 10:00. . L

* English 9-Shekespesre Three plays.. Second term.
Every day at 10:00. ’

English DePartmﬁnt- C. G Dunlap
English 12-014 English Drama

Every day et 4:00.

English Department. R Is Fulton

" Students in the new School of Fine Arts were required
to ‘ta.ke Fulton.‘s course in Elocution.

Blocution for Freshmen

‘Elocution for Sophomores

Two courses in Shakespeare
History of Drama. Taught by C. G. Dunlap

School of Masic and Painting
Dramatic Action. Offered to voice students and taught by
‘M. 'P. Clark, en assistant in Elocution, Oratory and
Fhysical Culture.

School of Music and Palntings
Drauatic Action
Elements of Vocal Expression
Action in Qratory, Criticism of Orations snd Declamations
Oratory-}?*actical Tra.ining,

1896-97 English Department.

History of the Drama. First term. Every dey at 1:00.
Course conducted by instructors in Greek, Latin, English,

French and Germen.
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1897-98 = English Department: Professor Vickery
Elements of Vocal Expression 1 hr. Required of all
freshmen not electing umsic o
Action in Qratory. :
Cratory.

1899-1900 English Department. Professor Vickery, Mrs. Smith
V-Pantomime Eb&pression-prmciples of Delsarhe
VI-Dialects and Stage Presence-orators.. .
VII-Dramatic Action FProfessor Vickery or Mrs. Smith.
XI-'Drama.s and Public Readings

1900-01 English Departiient: Pmi'essor Vickery and Mrs,. Smith
Courses dropped:
Action in Oratory
Ceatory
History of Drams =
Ot;her courses remained the same.

1901-02 The courses are the same for this year but they were offered
:111 the School of Fine Arts'

1902-03 Same; Vickery and Smith gone after this yesr.

1903-0k Department of Public Speaking and Debate: This was the first
’ mention of a separate department.
' Assistant Professor George Frazler
V-The Modern Drama Frazier
VI-The Platform Work Frazier
ViII-Shekespeare Frazier
Work in the department stayad the same through 1905-06.

1906-07 Department of Fine Arts. Professor Frezier
3-Shekespeare, sexe #8 the previous course.
6-Dielects and Impersonstions (2)
7-Bteging of Plays (2) - .
8-Stage Deportment (2)

12-Presentations of Earces (2)

15-Presentation of Plays (2) .
Courses remained the same through the spring of 1908 in
the School of Fine Arts.

1908-09 Courses were the seme for this year but Miss Gertrude Mossler
rep.‘laced Mr. Frezier. She took the position of instructor in



1909~10

191h-15

1915-16

1919-20

1921.-22

192324

192h-25

192526
1926-27

Courses end Faculty |

Courses vbtill taught in the School of Fine Arts and they
stay the seme through the spring of 191k. Gerhard A, Gesell
1{3;1 aig.ed to the Department of Public Spesking and Debete in

Department of Public Speaking snd Debate. Gesell gone,
Professor Arthur MacMurray R
Assistant Professor Howard T. Hill

Drams courses remeined the Bame,

Deparment of Public Speaking (Debate dropped in title)
This was the first time courses were included in theatre
practice., .courses 60 and 61, for two hours credit. .

Courses remained the sime through the spring of 1923.

Hem'y Al'thln" Shinn, instructor,; ’x’*epla.ced Howard T, Hillo
Bhinn was »xa'.ised to rank of a.sis'isténis_ professor.

Depertment of Public Speeking changed to

Department of Speech and Dramstic Art:
Cheirman of the Department, Professor Allen Crafton
Assistent Professory Gllkinson
Asgistant Tnstructor, Anderson

Coursess
1 Principles of Speech (2) Basic course.
5L, Introduction to the Theatre Arts (3)
52. Theory and Practice of Modern Drama (3)
7ls Praywriting I (2)
72, Playwriting IT .(R)
Ten of the mty-tvo courses offered in the department were
theatre courses and the only two three-hour courses were in
theatre.

New courses:

53. Theory and Practice of Modern Drama I (3)

5l Theory and Practice of Modern Drems IT (3)
Playwriting could be taken for graduste credit, thus melking
it ;{;he f‘irst g‘a&uahe work permitted in the department.

No changes

A grant of & mejor to the deparhmeﬁt--couraes from other

departments could be coudted towards fulfilling the major
requirements: & course in Shakespeare and one in Modern
Drams in the English De_par(_zneut,« & course in Psychology



1926-27

1927-28

1928-29
1929-30

1930-31

1931-32
1932-33
1933-34

1934-35

1935-36

.Courses gnd Faculty

’(con't)

and one in Aesthetics which. was taught in the Philosophy
Department.
Robert Calderwood (B.A.) p a.dﬂed as assistant professor.
‘New course: -
56. Drama.tic Technique a 3-hr. course in a.cb:l.ng

.Professor Crafton on lea:ve of a?nsence,

Buehler was made associate professor and served as depart-
ment ‘chaivman,

Theatre courses remained the same,
Caldenmodhecame associate professor.

Miss Frances Wilson (:B.A.), was pdded to the staff.

Courae changes:

- Playwriting 71 to 2717
Plamiting 72 to 272

Departument of Speech and. Dramatic Art
Burton Kingsbury added as assistant instructor.
'J?heatre courses offered at this time were:
51, Introduction to the Theatre Arts (3)
53. Theory and Practice of Modern Drama I (3)
5k, Theory end Practice of Modern Drama II .(3)
56, Dremstic Technique (3)
271, Playwriting I (2)
2724 Plawritmg i (2)

Same iucurrictﬂam and staff.

Sa.me

16,

Robert Heig (B.A. ), replaced Miss Frances Wilson on the staff

es ingtiuctor.
Courses remained. +the same.

Mrs. Elliott (fomerly Miss Mary Mvers) replaced Halg as
 New course: v
~ 27k, Seminar in Theatre Arts (2-Ut)

Department of Speech and Dramatic Art
No staff changes.
Coursess = .
11. Genersl Play Production (3)
51. Introduction to the Theatre Arts (3)
53, Theory and Pre.ct:l.ce of Acting (3).



1035-36

1936-37
1937-38
1938-39

1939-k0

1940-k1

1ohi-h2
19h2-43

7.
Courses and Faculty

(con't) _
. Courses: (con't)
5%. Theory end Practice of Directing (3)
. 56. Dramatic Technique .(3)_
271, Playwriting I (2) .
‘272, Pleywriting IT (2)
- 274, Seminar in Theatre Arts (2-4)
Twenty-tbree hours were now offered in theatre work.

Yo course cha.nges. : '
Rolls Nuakles (B.A.), replaced Mrs. ,Eu.iott as instructor.

Ro personnel c'hanges. L
The first course 1n radlo was added.
Course number changes: '

5k to 15k, 56 to 156.

o cou.rse cha.nges.
Donald S. Dixon (B.A.); was added to the staff as assistant
mstructor.

Department of Speech ancl Dramatic Art
Steff: -
Crafton, -profesgor and. head of the aeparbment.
Associete. Professor, Calﬁerwood.
Instructor, Muckles
.Asslstant Instructor, Dixon
New courses: .
57. The Motion Picture (2)
71. Radio Dramatic Production

This year.ma.r,ked the first time the department could grant a
master's degree: the work wes to be in both Education and
Speech and Dramatic Art.

(Elizsbeth Stevens was the first student to receive an M.A.
in the (;epartment with Margaret Anderson as sponsor for the
d:egree. s

No course changes.
Nuckles resigned and James Barton took his place ags Instructor.

Barton. gone.

Crafton, Buehler, Calderwood, Anderson--this was the entire
staff during the war years. It is impossible to determine
whether or. not there were aeny course chenges &t this time

a5 there were no catalogues printed in 1942-43 and 19h3-Lk,
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19k3-bh The Seme as 19&2-!;3

194l-45 Deparbment of Speech -and Dramatic Art

1945-46
194647

19k7-48
1948-k9

Courses offered at this time:
‘11; Fundamentals of Play Production (3)
‘51 Acting I (2) .
"52; Acting II (2)
564 Stagecraft, (2)
57. The Motion Picture (2)
151. Introduction to the ‘l‘hea.tre Arts (3) , LI
15k, Play Directing (3) R
271, Playwriting (2).
300, Thesis (L~
320, Investigation ‘and Conference (limited. to 8 hours)
350, Adyanced Play Production (3)..
'351. Seminar in Theatre end Drama (2-I)

‘Beginning in the early 30's & course, Teacher's Course in
Speech and Drematic Art; was listed in the School 6f Education
but was taught by & member of the Department of Speech and

Dramatic Art. This course continued through the war years.

Tt was dropped shortly afterward when the course was taken
over: ‘by, and tanght in the School of Educa.tion.

Mo. changea. A

Influx of - students, especlelly veterans.

Staff:  Professor, Craftony Associate Professor, Ca.lderwood;
Assistant Professor, Dixon; Instructors, J. Crafton, F.
Feist (Wilson). Assistent Instructor, Kemnedy.

'l‘here was. an increase in the nunber - of speech instructors
which was the result of a college faculty ruling that two hours
of speech (Fundamentals of Speech) would hereafter be necessary
for graduation.  Making this course colipulsory was not due to
any insistence or urging on the part of the department; it wes
adopted by the faculty at the réquest of the administrative
mttee. '

Course- changes-
Acting I and IT became one course, 51, Acting (3) and ks,
Practice in Public Speech (% hour credit), was added.

No’ ‘ jcourse 'jchanges .:,

No course: changes. -
- 8taff: Professor Crafton; Associate Professor Caelderwood;
Assistant Professor Dixon; Imstructors, J. Crafton, Feist,
Palmquist; Assistant Instructors, Courbney, Harvey, Bha.y.



19#9-50

1951-52

1952-53

19.
Courses and Faculty

Course changes:
151, Theatre in Western Civilization (3)
The title was changed from ‘Tntroduction to
- the Theatre Arts,
390. ’I‘hesis (Ii‘umber changed from 300)

Keepmg up with the department it should be noted that by
1950; -aftex: taking certain designated courses covering the
different’ speech fields, the student could (end did) devote

- most of his junior and senior work either to specialization

in General ‘Speech, Thegtre and Drama, Speech Correction or
(three yea.rs 1ater) Ra.dio and Television.

Depa.rtment of Speech a.né. Drams ‘
Professor Crafton, chairman of the d.epartment.
Associate Professor Emeritus, Calderwood
Assistant Professors, Courtney, Dixon
Ins’cructors, Feist, Haxvey, Paquuist, Res, Shay

Courses'
1. Fundamentsals of Speech (2) Basic course
11. Fundsmentals of Play Production (3)
L5, Practice in Public: Speech (total of 3)
~..51. Acting (3)
56. Stagecraft. (2)
151. The Theatre in Western Civilization (3)
154, Play Directing (3)
171. Redio Dramatic Seript Writing (2)
271, Playwriting (2)°
320. Investigation &nd Conference (total of 8)
350. Advanced Play Production  (3) .
351, Seminar in Theatre and Drama. (2-1&)
390+ ‘l‘hesis (4-6)

At this time ‘the department hed five different areas of work.
1. Forensics
2. Speech’ Correction
3. Radio ,
L, Theatre and Drama and Productions
5. Pundamentals of Speech courses
127 hours of work were now offered in the department, 23 of
which concerned thea.tre and drama.

Crafton on lea.ve--Dean Paul B. I.awson acting chalrman of the
department. -
staff: E
Professcr Crafton
Associate Professors, Dixon, Newfield
Assoclate Professor Emeritus, Calderwood
Instructors, Feist, Palmguist, Rea, Shay



1952-53

195354

1954-55

80.
Courses and Faculty

(con't)
Major requirements for the stud.ent ma.joring in the department;
are as follows: . = _

l, 2, ll) 12, and 180 s "
The additional courses were determined 'by the area stressed
in 'bhe major . :.

For the master 8 degree the student. mist hmre 12 hours of :
undergraduste work in speech and drama, including the courses
required for the undergraduate major in the department, a.ud.
all candidates for the master's d.e@ree mist take at least 15
hOU.’t‘S in s;peech and drama.

The mas‘ber‘s degree com‘bining Educa‘bion and Speech and Drama
was st1ll another degree granted 1n con,junction with the Speech
énd Drema Department,
This degree could be earned in the following way:
1, The prerequn.sites mist include the fundamental course
' in speech end drama (1, 2, 11, 12, and 180) and 15
hours of education. .
2 Fifteen hours of graduate work :I.n speech and drama are
- accepted 'boward the degree. .

Course change* :
27L, Plammiting (from 2 to 2-k hcmrs)

Department ‘of Speech ‘and Drams,
'Professor Crafton, tghairmen of the department.
Professors, Crafton), Newfield -
Associate Professor Dixon
Instructors, Holt, Palmmziat, Wright

,Newfield had. been raised to rank of professoz*. Cherles Holt

was assistant ﬁjxector 4n the theatre under Newfield.

152, Intrednction to the Contemporary Theatre (3)
155. Advanced Acting (2) -
300. Introduction to Graduste Study in Speech end Drama (2)

Department o:t' Speech and Drama.
gtaff:s - -

Nethaniel. Fek (M.A. )y Joined the staff as instructor in
speech and drame and director of the Iaboratory Theatre;
‘Milton Howarth (B.F.A.); became the first staff member to
be hired as primaxily a teacher in stage design and as tech-
nical assistent in the University Theatre. Charles Dodrill
was added to the staff as assistant Instructor in speeth-and
drama end assistant director in the Iabora.tory Theatre. i
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1954-55 (con't)
Course change: .
56. Stagecraft became Stagem'aft and Design (3)

1955-56 Depar(:ment of Speech and Drama
. Staff:.
Drs. I\Iewfield resigned.
Lewin Goff. (Ph.D.), was appointed associate professor’
of drema and Director of the Theatre. ' Jack Brooking (M.A.),
was selected by Goff as his assistant theatre director.
Dixon resigned in the spring of 1955 and Bruce Linton
(Ph.D.), was chosen in his place..
Instructors primerily interested and 'cmrking in theatre
.were: Brooking, C. Dodrill, Eek, Holt, and Howarth.
Goff was given direct supervision of theatre and drama
curricular work as well as graduate work in this area.
(This step was made by the Chancellcr, Dr. Franklin Murphy.)

Course cha.nges‘
56. Stagecraft and Design (3) 'became
22, Stagecraft (3)
23, Stage. Design. (3)

Courses in theatre at this ti.me were:
11. Fundamentals of Play Production (3)
22, Stagecraft (3)
23, Stage Design (3)
5L. Acting . (3)
‘151 The Theatre in Western Civilization (3)
152, Introduction to the Contemporary Theatre (3)
154, Play Directing (3)
155, Advenced Acting (2)
171. Radio Dramatic Seript Writing (2)
271. Playwriting (2-k4)
300. Introduction to Graduate Study in Speech &nd Drams (2)
/320, Investigation and Conference (total of 8)
350. Advenced Play Production (3)
351. Seminar in Thestre and Drama (2—#)
390, Thesis (4-6)
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