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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for  

 WALKER’S CAFE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Richard D. Brummett, Trustee 
 Brummett Trust 
    4078 Marlette Avenue 
    Yuba City, CA  95993 
 
APPLICANT: Emma Rault 
 P.O. Box 412 
 San Pedro, CA  90733 
 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: March 17, 2022 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of April 5, 2022 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 
 
 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-10727-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-10728-CE   
 
Location: 700 W. Paseo del Mar 
Council District: 15 – Buscaino 
Community Plan Area: San Pedro 
Land Use Designation: Low II Residential 
Zoning: R1-1XL 
Area Planning Commission: Harbor 
Neighborhood Council: Coastal San Pedro 
Legal Description: Peck’s Ocean View Tract, Block 

7, Lot 15 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
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Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—February 10, 2022 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• Walker’s Cafe “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, state, city or community” as the home of a long-standing 
restaurant that played an important part in the social life of San Pedro. 

 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 

SUMMARY 
 
Walker’s Cafe is a one-story commercial building located on the northeast side of Paseo del Mar, 
across the street from Point Fermin Park in San Pedro. The subject property was constructed in 
1935 in the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style by contractor George G. Aitkenhead as a 
store and residence for local businessman Felicien Landier. From 1946 until October 2021, the 
subject property was occupied by Walker’s Café. 
 
The subject property was purchased by husband and wife Raymond J. Walker and Bessie Mae 
Petersen in 1946; previously called Cuddle Café, the business was rechristened Walker’s Cafe, 
with an expanded dining room in what was previously an attached apartment. The couple 
operated the restaurant together until Walker’s death in 1953, after which Petersen’s sister, 
Christine Price, stepped in to assist. Bessie Petersen established herself as a fixture of community 
life in San Pedro in the following decades, known for providing meals to anyone regardless of 
their ability to pay. The business was frequented by a diverse clientele, including dockworkers, 
military personnel, and bikers. Petersen retired in 1994, and died two years later; her son, Richard 
Brummett, and his wife, Audrey Brummett, took over the business. The café has also appeared 
in several films, including Chinatown (1974), Gods and Monsters (1998), and Inherent Vice 
(2014). 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding and 
has a flat roof with a partially recessed parapet topped with clay tiles. The primary, southwest-
facing elevation is asymmetrical and features a large, fixed window with faux wooden shutters 
and a metal security screen at the western end, the main entrance consisting of a set of partially-
glazed panel doors, and several multi-lite wood-framed fixed windows. A corrugated metal awning 
spans the width of the façade. There is a painted, corrugated metal sign affixed to the parapet 
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wall on the primary elevation that reads “Walker’s Cafe”, and a projecting neon wall sign at the 
southwestern end of the building that includes the words “open,” “Walkers,” “burgers,” and “cold 
drinks.” The southeast elevation features one fixed wood window that has been boarded up; the 
northwest elevation has no windows. Interior features include wood wainscoting and arched 
openings. At the rear of the subject property is an L-shaped shed building of wood-frame 
construction with corrugated metal cladding and a composition-clad cross-gabled roof. 
 
The subject property has experienced a number of alterations, including changes to the storefront 
in 1938; the installation of a bathroom, dressing room, and window in 1946; installation of a range 
roof vent and blower fan in 1952; addition of a rear storage room and installation of an aluminum 
awning in 1953; removal of an exterior wall and the expansion of the dining area in 1954; and the 
repair of fire damage in 1991. 
 
In 2012, SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as 
individually eligible for listing under the local Historic-Cultural Monument designation program as 
the long-time location of Walker’s Burgers [Walker’s Cafe], a restaurant in San Pedro in 
continuous operation at the subject property since 1946. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Walker’s Cafe meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community” as the home of a long-standing restaurant that played an important part in the social 
life of San Pedro. 
 
Walker’s Cafe operated continuously in San Pedro from 1946 to 2021 under the family of founders 
Raymond J. Walker and Bessie Mae Petersen; Petersen herself ran the business from its 
establishment until 1994, when poor health forced her to retire at the age of 82. Petersen was 
known for her generosity, providing meals to customers regardless of their ability to pay, and 
giving shelter and work to homeless customers. During its long history, the restaurant attracted a 
loyal and diverse clientele representing a broad cross-section of San Pedro, drawn to its food, 
inviting atmosphere, and proximity to Point Fermin Park. The property retains many of its original 
features, most notably the neon sign and interior arches. Despite its closure, the subject property 
continues to represent 75 years of Walker’s Cafe’s role as a local cultural institution and an 
important part of community life in San Pedro. 
 
While the applicant also argues that the property “is associated with the lives of historic 
personages important to national, state, city, or local history” for its association with owner and 
operator Bessie Mae Petersen, staff do not find that Petersen rises to the level of an historic 
personage. Though a well-known and beloved figure in the San Pedro community, Petersen did 
not ultimately have a significant impact on local history.  
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
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State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of Walker’s Cafe as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 
9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 
22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to a 
Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the 
LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations 
and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-10728-CE was prepared on February 11, 2022.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On December 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On January 
20, 2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On 
February 10, 2022, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and 
Kanner conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of 
Historic Resources. The original expiration date of April 5, 2022, is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 
Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and 
Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for 

 WALKER’S CAFE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Richard D. Brummett, Trustee 
 Brummett Trust 
    4078 Marlette Avenue 
    Yuba City, CA  95993 
 
APPLICANT: Emma Rault 
 P.O. Box 412 
 San Pedro, CA  90733 
 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: January 20, 2022 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of January 22, 2022, per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-10727-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-10728-CE   
 
Location: 700 W. Paseo del Mar 
Council District: 15 – Buscaino 
Community Plan Area: San Pedro 
Land Use Designation: Low II Residential 
Zoning: R1-1XL 
Area Planning Commission: Harbor 
Neighborhood Council: Coastal San Pedro 
Legal Description: Peck’s Ocean View Tract, Block 7, 

Lot 15 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
Walker’s Café is a one-story commercial building located on the northeast side of Paseo del Mar 
and across the street from Point Fermin Park in San Pedro. The property was constructed in 1935 
in the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style by contractor George G. Aitkenhead as a store 
and residence for local businessman Felicien Landier. From 1946 until October 2021, the subject 
property was occupied by Walker’s Café. 
 
The subject property was purchased by husband and wife Raymond J. Walker and Bessie Mae 
Petersen in 1946; previously called Cuddle Café, the business was rechristened Walker’s Café, 
with an expanded dining room in what was previously an attached apartment. The couple 
operated the restaurant together until Walker’s death in 1953, after which Petersen’s sister, 
Christine Price, stepped in to assist. Bessie Petersen established herself as a fixture of community 
life in San Pedro in the following decades, known for providing meals to anyone regardless of 
their ability to pay. The business was frequented by a diverse clientele, including dockworkers, 
military personnel, and bikers. Petersen retired in 1994, and died two years later; her son, Richard 
Brummett, and his wife, Audrey Brummett, took over the business. The café has also appeared 
in several films, including Chinatown (1974), Gods and Monsters (1998), and Inherent Vice 
(2014). 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding and 
has a flat roof with a partially recessed parapet topped with clay tiles. The primary, southwest-
facing elevation is asymmetrical and features a large, fixed window with faux wooden shutters 
and a metal security screen at the western end, the main entrance consisting of a set of partially-
glazed panel doors, and several multi-lite wood-framed fixed windows. A corrugated metal awning 
spans the width of the façade. There is a painted, corrugated metal sign affixed to the parapet 
wall on the primary elevation that reads “Walker’s Cafe”, and a projecting neon wall sign at the 
southwestern end of the building that includes the words “open,” “Walkers,” “burgers,” and “cold 
drinks.” The southeast elevation features one fixed wood window that has been boarded up; the 
northwest elevation has no windows. Interior features include wood wainscoting and arched 
openings. At the rear of the subject property is an L-shaped shed building of wood-frame 
construction with corrugated metal cladding and a composition-clad cross-gabled roof. 
 
The subject property has experienced a number of alterations, including changes to the storefront 
in 1938; the installation of a bathroom, dressing room, and window in 1946; installation of a range 
roof vent and blower fan in 1952; addition of a rear storage room and installation of an aluminum 
awning in 1953; removal of an exterior wall and the expansion of the dining area in 1954; and the 
repair of fire damage in 1991. 
 
In 2012, SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as 
individually eligible for listing under the local Historic-Cultural Monument designation program as 
the long-time location of Walker’s Burgers [Walker’s Cafe], a restaurant in San Pedro in 
continuous operation at the subject property since 1946. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
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1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On December 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of January 22, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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Applicant: 
Name: Emma Rault 
Street Address: PO Box 412 
City: San Pedro 
State: CA 
Zip: 90733 
 
Phone number: 213-322-4973 
Email: emmarault@gmail.com  
 
This application was prepared by Emma Rault with contributions from Sian Winship and input 
from Lori Balton, Kris Bunting, Kim Cooper, Dydia DeLyser, Kate Eggert, Fort MacArthur 
Museum (Stephen Nelson), Alan Hess, the Pacific Electric Railway Historical Society (Steve 
Crise), Paul Greenstein, Keith Nakata, the San Pedro Bay Historical Society (Mona Dallas 
Reddick and Doug Hansford), the San Pedro Heritage Museum (Angela Romero), Richard 
Schave, the Southern California Railway Museum (Darrell Calvillo), Donna Washington and Dr. 
Lorna Zukas. 
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS 
 
7A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION  
 
The subject property is located at 700 W. Paseo del Mar1 in Peck’s Ocean View Tract in the San 
Pedro area of the City of Los Angeles. It consists of a rectangular-shaped lot of .145 acres in a 
residential neighborhood. Across the street to the south is Point Fermin Park with the Point 
Fermin Lighthouse.2 Paseo del Mar terminates into the park five parcels to the east of the subject 
property. 
 
To the north, the property is adjacent to an alley. To the east and west, it is adjacent to single-
family residences. The property is comprised of one, one-story rectangular Spanish Colonial 
Revival-style commercial building located on the property line at the south and west corner of 
the parcel, and one, one-story, L-shaped garage building, stretching from the east and west 
property line at the rear of the parcel.  
 
The main pedestrian entrance to the commercial building is located on the south or main façade 
on Paseo del Mar. The property has a single-car driveway at the southeastern corner of the parcel 
that is currently enclosed by non-original, wrought-iron fencing.  
 
The subject property is a one-story, 763 square-foot, wood-frame and stucco constructed 
commercial building, rectangular in plan, with a rolled composition-clad, flat roof with a red clay 
tile-clad and recessed parapet. The asymmetrical, stucco-clad south/main façade features a pair 
of centered wood and glass, outswing entry doors.   
 
To the east of the entrance doors are three wooden windows: a pair of two-by-three fixed paned 
wooden windows and a three-by-three fixed paned wooden window. To the west of the entrance 
doors are a pair of two two-by-three fixed paned wooden windows and a large, single fixed-pane 
wooden window with faux wooden shutters added in 1954.3 A non-original tilt-up, metal 
security screen covers the single fixed-pane window. 
 
A non-original shed-style, corrugated metal awning runs the length of the main façade, just 
above the windows at the recessed parapet. A sign, made of corrugated metal, reads “Walker’s 
Café” and is surface-mounted on the parapet wall. 
 
Concrete sidewalk paving exists between the curb and the building. It contains no landscaping. 
 
The stucco-clad west façade contains no windows. A building-mounted horizontal neon blade 
                                                            
1 The address is formerly known as 4349 Pacific Avenue (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Los Angeles, 1867–1970, Vol. 19 [1921], Sheet 1984). 
The street appears to have been renamed to Paseo del Mar in 1925 (as per references in the San Pedro News–Pilot and the San Pedro Daily 
News). The building permit for the subject property requests a numbering change from 730 to 700 W. Paseo del Mar (City of Los Angeles, 
Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #12608, dated 23 July 1935).  
2 The Point Fermin Light Station was added to the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources in 
1972, and was designated a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument on September 29, 2021 (HCM No. 1237). 
3 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #08999, dated 28 July 1954. 
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sign is mounted at the southwest corner of the building. From the west façade, it reads “Walkers” 
in cursive script, with “BURGERS” directly beneath it, and “COLD” and “DRINKS” directly 
beneath that. “Walkers” is flanked by a neon arrow at the top right corner of the sign that points 
to the café below, and an arrow on the left.4 A rectangular bulb sign added to the top of the 
original neon sign reads “OPEN.” The sign is one-directional only, to be read while traveling 
east on Paseo del Mar. 
 
The stucco-clad east façade contains a single one-over-one fixed-paned wooden window that has 
been boarded up. An L-shaped pole light is affixed to the east façade that illuminates a wrought-
iron metal driveway fence and storage area.  
 
The rear façade of the one-story commercial building is not visible from the public right of way. 
 
The interior of the subject property features an arched counter/kitchen area, an arched window to 
the right of the counter, linoleum/vinyl asbestos tile floors, and original wooden wainscoting. 
 
At the rear of the property, visible only from the alley running along the north end of the parcel 
is a one-story, L-shaped, wood frame and corrugated iron clad garage building with a 
composition-clad cross-gabled roof.  
 
Only the north façade of the garage building is visible from the public right of way (an alley at 
the rear of the parcel).  A series of four wooden doors are visible at the west end of the north 
façade, along with one salvaged residential door at the eastern end of the façade.  Concrete and 
asphalt paving connects the building with the alley. A large metal, industrial-grade light fixture is 
affixed beneath the peak of the gabled roof. 
 
Physical inspection of 700 W. Paseo del Mar was confined to observation from the public right 
of way and photographs available online. The commercial building has been closed to the public 
since late October 2021. Information on the garage building is also challenged by the inability to 
physically inspect the property.   
 

Character-Defining Features 

• Low, one-story horizontal massing 
• Stucco cladding  
• Stucco parapet, with flat rolled composition roof and Spanish clay tile detailing 
• Double wood and glass outswing entry doors 
• Arched openings on the interior 
• Linoleum or vinyl asbestos tile flooring 
• Building-mounted horizontal neon blade sign 

 

                                                            
4 Original colors of the neon are unknown, as the sign is currently inoperable. Animation or sequencing of the sign is also currently unknown. 
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Building Chronology/Alteration History 
 
The construction chronology of 700 W. Paseo del Mar is complicated by a lack of 
documentation. Aerial photographs, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and historic events have been 
used to supplement existing permits and describe what may have been unpermitted alterations. 
 
Before 1917   Construction of grocery store at 4349 Pacific Ave as evidenced by  
     historic photographs.5   
 
10/26/1928   Construction of garage in rear of lot, based on building permit  
    #30005. 
 
Between 1926 and 1929 Addition to south façade of grocery store to sidewalk as shown in  
    aerial photograph(s).   
 
1929–1940     Natural landslide one block east of subject property6  

1933    Long Beach earthquake 

7/23/1935   Construction of 14’ x 34’ building as a “store and residence,”  
    based on building permit #12608. 
 
5/6/1938   Changes to storefront (unspecified). Building permit #13254.  
 
4/10/1946   Installation of WC and lavatory; moving existing lavatory 3” from  
    present location to provide space for partition; construction of  
    dressing room to comply with state ordinance; plastering of all  
    partitions and patchwork; installation of window. Building permit  
    #85455. 
 
10/9/1952   Installation of range vent through roof and installation of blower  
    fan. Building permit #04120.  
 
7/6/1953   Addition of storage room with wood exterior walls and cement  
    floor at  rear of building. Building permit #06210.   
 
8/7/1953   Installation of aluminum awning. Building permit #06445.   
 
7/28/1954   Removal of one exterior wall and interior wall by providing post  
    and beam; addition of 3’ x 15’ space to dining room. Building  
    permit #08999.  

                                                            
5 No building permits are on record for the grocery store. It may be that the original building permit for the store got lost with the annexation of 
San Pedro into Los Angeles in 1909.  
6 The land is still moving today, though at a much slower rate. 
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1/7/1991   Repair of stud wall portion of roof sheeting; replacement of  
    skylight; electric repair; fire repair. Building permit #05126.  
 
The site originally housed a grocery store/soda fountain opened around 1917. In a 1919 aerial 
photograph (Figure 44), you can clearly see the word “GROCERIES” on the east wall of the 
building, as well as the stepped parapet roofline on the east and west walls that is also visible in 
the historical photograph in Figure 48. The shape of the building and its position on the parcel 
are the same as in the 1921 Sanborn Fire Insurance map (Figure 46); the 1920s photograph in 
Figure 47 also clearly shows that the building is set back from the sidewalk.  
 
Sometime between 1921 and 1926 there was an addition to the south façade that pushed the 
building envelope out to the sidewalk, and partially obscured the front façade. This addition is 
visible in the 1926 and 1929 aerials in Figures 49 and 50. The historical photograph in Figure 47 
shows that the building had three arches supported by columns. This old façade was engulfed by 
the new façade, becoming part of the interior of the building.  
 
The historical record affords no precise documentation of the changes the building endured 
during the early 1930s. A 1935 building permit (#12608) indicates that a 14’ x 34’ building was 
erected on the site. The footprint of this building is substantially smaller than that of the pre-1917 
grocery store (see the Sanborn Map in Figure 57 compared with the one in Figure 46 and aerial 
photographs Figures 44, 49 and 50). What led the owners to reduce the size of the building is 
unknown; however, the nearby landslide of 1929 (with continual movement for the next decade) 
and/or damage from the 1933 Long Beach earthquake may explain this phenomenon. Many 
buildings in Long Beach suffered significant damage in the 6.4 magnitude quake. No demolition 
permit exists to suggest that the building was officially demolished. 
 
Based upon historic photographs and existing conditions, it appears that the front façade of the 
grocery store was partially incorporated into the 1935 construction activity. The archway above 
the bar is from the original exterior façade of the grocery store (see comparison photographs in 
Figure 51).7 Additional, unspecified alterations to the storefront were made in 1938 (#13254).   
 
Between 1946 and 1954, the subject property was converted into a fully-fledged café with the 
installation of a WC and lavatory, a dressing room and a window, along with the plastering of all 
partitions and patchwork (1946, building permit #85455); the installation of a range vent and 
blower fan (1952, permit #04120); and a storage room at the rear and an aluminum awning in 
1953 (building permits #06210 and #06445). In 1954 an interior wall was removed and the 
eastern façade was extended forward flush with the sidewalk, adding 3’ x 15’ to the dining room 

                                                            
7 Sian Winship, email to author, 12 December 2021: “Now that I've seen the two historic photos, it is evident that the broad interior arch is the 
original exterior facade of the grocery store (see attached photo). It is a strange, flattened arch. Kind of unusual. The additions pushed out and 
reclaimed several feet of the property between the grocery store and the sidewalk. Note in the trolley car photo how much wider the sidewalk was 
then vs. now.” 
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(building permit #08999; see drawing on page 104).8 The small booth to the right of the bar 
visible in Figure 30 also appears to be an addition, but no permits or other records of this change 
are extant. 
 
Neon Sign 
 
The information in this section was graciously provided by Dydia DeLyser and Paul Greenstein. 
Dydia DeLyser is an Associate Professor of Geography at California State University, Fullerton. 
An expert on the history of neon signage, she serves on the board of the Museum of Neon Art. 
Paul Greenstein has been designing, fabricating, installing and restoring neon signs in Los 
Angeles for over forty years. They are the authors of the book Neon: A Light History (San 
Francisco, Giant Orange Press, 2021).  
 
The way the neon is currently wired is more recent, with small holes for the wires to pass 
through. This is a mark of poor workmanship that typically happened from the 1960s onwards. 
However, looking closely, repair marks from where larger holes used to be can still be seen, for 
example between the B and U (see Figure 65). These larger holes were used for glass insulators 
called PK housings that connected the neon and the high-tension gas tube oil (GTO) wire located 
behind the sign. The craftsmanship of these repairs reveals that this is original signage dating 
back to 1946, when the subject property became Walker’s Café.  
 
It also reveals that the sign appears to have been repurposed, since the position of the larger holes 
bears no relation to the current lettering. At the time it was not uncommon for neon signs to be 
leased and used by different establishments over time. The fact that the sign is one-sided and the 
presence of the original arrow on the left also suggest this is a reused sign. It was likely mounted 
on the front of a building, with the arrow pointing toward the entrance. This adds another layer 
of archeological significance, making the sign a palimpsest of its various lives.  
 
At the beginning of its current life, the neon had PK housings and used large holes. Later that 
was changed, when the channels around the words were added (likely sometime in the 1980s; 
they are first seen in a 1994 photograph), along with the plexiglass covering the tubing. It 
appears that when the channels were put on, the original insulated PK housings were covered and 
they made new glass with double-back tubing. Holes were drilled into the sign’s face and GTO 
wire was fed through the holes to the transformer instead of being attached through the original 
PK housings. This was a common thing to do, as it meant the installer did not need to adhere to 
precise measurements (i.e. use a paper pattern) for the glass tubing to fit into the insulator.  
 
The arrow on the right is a later addition. (A 1977 photograph of owner Bessie Mae Petersen in 
front of Walker’s Café shows the sign without the arrow; see Figure 59.) The rectangular 
                                                            
8 They “knocked down a partition, expanding the eating area into a room where [the previous proprietor] had lived” and “the front [was] extended 
forward flush with the sidewalk.” (Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977; 
Walker’s Café, San Pedro, CA, menu, n.d. Accessed via https://foursquare.com/v/walkers-
cafe/4b6f4a51f964a52086e92ce3?openPhotoId=524dc9af11d24c19b7220954 on 21 November 2021.) 
 

https://foursquare.com/v/walkers-cafe/4b6f4a51f964a52086e92ce3?openPhotoId=524dc9af11d24c19b7220954
https://foursquare.com/v/walkers-cafe/4b6f4a51f964a52086e92ce3?openPhotoId=524dc9af11d24c19b7220954
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“OPEN” sign is believed to be a later addition as well.9 
 
Integrity of Property 
 
700 W. Paseo del Mar property retains a high degree of integrity. For a property to be eligible for 
designation, it needs to retain integrity of Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, 
Feeling, and Association.10 The subject property fulfills all of these criteria. 
 
1. Location 
The building at 700 W. Paseo del Mar remains in its original location. Therefore it retains 
integrity of location. 
 
2. Design 
700 W. Paseo del Mar’s design reflects its historic functions as a commercial grocery store and 
café. The 1917 building was an early example of a vernacular, pared-back Spanish Colonial 
Revival-style design. Over time, additions (and possibly natural disasters) contributed to its 
evolution as a vernacular commercial building. Elements of its original Spanish Colonial 
Revival-style design, including an original archway, are still visible on the interior. 700 W. Paseo 
del Mar exemplifies the vernacular restaurants of its time that played a significant role in LA’s 
social and commercial history. The original neon sign is an important feature of its design. The 
interior is a perfect time capsule of a 1940s café, and there have been no significant changes to 
the exterior since the early days of its life as Walker’s Café. Therefore, 700 W. Paseo del Mar 
retains sufficient elements of its original design to convey its evolution over time and its historic 
significance. 
 
3. Setting 
700 W. Paseo del Mar sits at the heart of the Point Fermin neighborhood of San Pedro with 
several other nearby historic sites in its immediate vicinity (see the map in Figure 1): Point 
Fermin Park, Point Fermin Lighthouse, Battery Osgood-Farley,11 and the “Sunken City” 
landslide area. 
 
700 W. Paseo del Mar has been closely associated with the Point Fermin area for over 80 years. 
It was one of the first restaurants to serve the area, and is the only one to have remained 
operational for over 80 years. Therefore, 700 W. Paseo del Mar retains integrity of location. 
 
4. Materials 
700 W. Paseo del Mar retains elements from both its original pared-back Spanish Colonial 
Revival design and its evolution as a commercial vernacular building. Spanish clay tile detailing 

                                                            
9 Dydia DeLyser and Paul Greenstein, emails to author, 14–18 December 2021.   
10 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement. Context: Commercial Development/Neighborhood Commercial Development, p. 
112; SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement. Context: Commercial Development/Commercial Identity, p. 7. 
 
11 Together, Point Fermin Light Station (HCM No. 1237) and Battery Osgood-Farley (HMC No. 515) form the NRHP Point Fermin Historic 
District.  
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on the exterior and stucco cladding (both on the exterior and on the archway that now forms part 
of the interior) are consistent with the original building—and may be original historic fabric.12 
 
700 W. Paseo del Mar retains a significant amount of its historic materials from its conversion 
into a commercial café. On the exterior, it retains its wood-frame windows, wooden doors, and 
stucco cladding. It also retains its neon sign. On the interior, it retains the original counter area, 
linoleum/vinyl asbestos tile flooring and wooden wainscoting, as well as the original hand-
lettered menu board above the bar, chromium stools and four-door icebox. Therefore, despite 
some alterations, 700 W. Paseo del Mar, retains sufficient integrity of materials to convey its 
historic significance.  
 
5. Workmanship 
Like many commercial vernacular buildings, 700 W. Paseo del Mar was not associated with a 
significant architect or the subject of fine craftsmanship beyond that supplied by a standard 
contractor. Although 700 W. Paseo del Mar has undergone several additions over the years, it 
retains sufficient integrity of workmanship to convey its historic significance. 
 
6. Feeling 
As a high-integrity 1940s restaurant that has been a living, breathing part of the community for 
many decades, Walker’s Café is on a par with other historic restaurants such as Cole’s (LA HCM 
No. 104) and The Original Pantry Cafe (LA HCM No. 255) in downtown Los Angeles, Tom 
Bergin’s (LA HCM No. 1182) in Wilshire, and Rod’s Grill in Arcadia—places that transport 
present-day patrons to a different time and narrate the story of the earliest days of the city’s 
development and restaurant culture. As a result, 700 W. Paseo del Mar retains sufficient integrity 
of feeling to convey its historic significance. 
 
7. Association  
The building’s association with the Landier family harks back to the early development of Point 
Fermin specifically, and San Pedro/Los Angeles more broadly. The building’s association with 
Raymond J. Walker and Bessie Mae Petersen ties into the area’s military and blue-collar history 
as well as patterns of westward migration in the first half of the century, and evokes the story of 
the postwar development and commercial boom in Los Angeles. Bessie Mae Petersen’s role in 
the San Pedro community over decades further heightens the significance of the subject property.  
Therefore, 700 W. Paseo del Mar retains sufficient integrity of association to convey its historic 
significance. 
 
Historical Analysis 
In 2012, SurveyLA found Walker’s Café eligible for local designation as an individual resource 
under Criterion A/1/1/1.  
 

                                                            
12 Entry of tbe building was not permitted for this application. 
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7B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Periods of significance 
c.1917–1937, 1946–1994 
 
The first period of significance for 700 W. Paseo del Mar is c. 1917–1937, reflecting its original 
construction as one of the earliest commercial grocery stores in San Pedro, through its evolution 
into a café and its sale in 1937 by its original owners.   
 
The second period of significance is 1946–1994, reflecting the year of purchase by Bessie Mae 
Petersen and Raymond J. Walker after World War II, through Bessie’s retirement nearly 50 years 
later in 1994.   
  
As described in Section 7A, 700 W. Paseo del Mar consists of a commercial café structure on the 
south property line, and a garage/storage shed adjacent to the north property line. For purposes of 
this application, the garage/storage shed structure is a non-contributor and the following 
statements of significance apply directly to the commercial café. 
 
700 W. Paseo del Mar is significant under Criterion 1 for its association with the social, cultural 
and commercial history of San Pedro and Los Angeles as a whole. The building and signage at 
700 W. Paseo del Mar represent multiple layers of historical and cultural significance, including 
early commercial development in the Point Fermin neighborhood, patterns of settlement and 
movement in San Pedro/Los Angeles in the first half of the 20th century, and the social fabric and 
commercial development of San Pedro/Los Angeles in the post-war period. 
 
The subject property is a rare, extant example of early neighborhood commercial development in 
San Pedro (early grocery store and vernacular café), associated with overlapping transportation 
histories of Los Angeles (jitneys vs. streetcars, motorcycles), the longest continually operating 
café in San Pedro, and enshrined in the popular imagination as a location in the iconic Los 
Angeles film, Chinatown. 
 
The property is also significant under Criterion 2, as it is associated with the lives of historic 
personages important to city and local history. Felicien Landier (1879–1951) contributed to San 
Pedro development through his role in the development of local bus transit. Owner Bessie Mae 
Petersen (1912–1996)13 owned and operated Walker’s Café for nearly fifty years, and remains an 
iconic figure in San Pedro.  
 
The subject property meets the registration requirements outlined for:  

• SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Commercial Development, 1859–
1980: Commercial Identity (1920–1980), Neighborhood Commercial Development, 
1880–1980 (Subtheme: Restaurants, 1880–1980) and Commercial Signs, 1906–1980 
(Subtheme: Projecting Blade Signs, 1906–1980)    

• SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Entertainment Industry, 1908–1980: 
Filming Locations Associated with the Motion Picture and Television Broadcasting 
Industries, 1908–1980   

                                                            
13 After Raymond J. Walker’s death she remarried Pete Petersen. 
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Historic Context 
 
The following provides contextual information essential to understanding the significance of 700 
W. Paseo del Mar. It includes a brief development history of San Pedro, Point Fermin, the arrival 
of the streetcar, the Landier family, the landslide that created Sunken City, Bessie Mae Petersen, 
the social significance of Walker’s Café, its place in biker culture, and its place in the popular 
imagination. 
 
Historical Background of San Pedro 
 
Located approximately 20 miles south of downtown Los Angeles on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, 
San Pedro’s contours along the east and south are defined by the coastline and harbor. It is the 
last exit off the Harbor Freeway and the southernmost community in LA. Its topography, 
geographic isolation and socio-economic history make it unique within the Los Angeles area and 
Southern California as a whole, in that it is a “neighborhood city” with multi-generational 
stability, ethnic communities that have remained relatively unchanged since the area’s early 
development, strong working-class solidarity and a fierce pride in heritage and history.14  
 
Two events were key in shaping San Pedro’s early development: the 1888 establishment of a 
federal military reservation near the harbor, and the selection of San Pedro in the late 1890s as 
the site of the official port for the City of Los Angeles. San Pedro was incorporated as a city in 
1888 and consolidated with the City of Los Angeles in 1909, following the official completion of 
the port.15 The employment opportunities offered by the fishing and canning industries as well as 
port and military activities drew a range of different immigrant communities to San Pedro in the 
first half of the 20th century, including, in particular, many Italian, Yugoslavian, Serb-Croatian, 
Scandinavian, Greek and Japanese immigrants and seasonal workers. The post-World War II 
period brought an influx of new residents from Latin America.16 
 
The 1888 military reservation, which included the Mexican-era reservation, 500 Varas Square 
(the “Middle Reservation”), was renamed Fort MacArthur in 1914. Starting in World War I, the 
military presence in the area increased to include a satellite of Fort MacArthur near Paseo del 
Mar (called the “Upper Reservation”) and the LA-43L NIKE Missile Site at White Point.1718 
(Nowadays, Fort MacArthur is part of the Los Angeles Air Force Base.) 
 
Prior to 1940, San Pedro was also known as a Navy town. Between 1919 and 1940, it was the 
home of the US Navy’s Battle Force. Sixteen battleships were homeported there at various 

                                                            
14 SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report – San Pedro Community Plan Area, pp. 5; “Mapping L.A. > The Harbor > San Pedro,” Los 
Angeles Times, http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/san-pedro/ (Accessed 10 December 2021); Mary McNamara, “Small 
Town, and Proud of It,” Los Angeles Times, 4 July 2001. 
15 SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report – San Pedro Community Plan Area, p. 6. 
16 Ibid., p. 8.  
17 Ibid., p. 6.  
18 The “Middle Reservation” is on the National Register of Historic Places, as are Battery Barlow-Saxton and Battery Osgood-Farley.  

http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/san-pedro/
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periods, including all of the battleships that fought in Pearl Harbor.19 In 1934, a total of 31,286 
Navy personnel manned the ships in the San Pedro Bay.20 In the 1930s, 6th Street was full of 
Navy white hats, and the bars and hotels on Beacon Street were popular among sailors on shore 
leave.21 San Pedro’s Naval presence moved to Terminal Island during World War II and 
remained in use until 1997.22  
 
During World War II, the port was one of the main employers for the Los Angeles area, with 
shipyards producing vessels for the war effort, resulting in an increase in the population of San 
Pedro during and immediately after the war. Postwar residential expansion was accompanied by 
new infrastructure and commercial buildings. The population continued to grow in the 1950s, 
partly as a result of the increased importance of Fort MacArthur during the Cold War.23  
 
Since its earliest days, San Pedro has been shaped by its relationship to the port. Today it 
remains a predominantly working-class community with a strong union culture.24 This continuity 
is a major factor in the community’s social cohesion. A sense of shared history is consistently 
defined as a key element of San Pedro’s identity.25  
 
Despite its reputation as a “city of industry,” San Pedro has been characterized from the outset 
by an impressive number of municipal parks. Much of this parkland was donated by leading city 
philanthropist and developer George Huntington Peck, Jr. The subject property faces onto one of 
Peck’s parks, Point Fermin Park, which he sold to the City of Los Angeles in 1923.26  
 
Historical Background of Point Fermin 
 
Development of Point Fermin as a Seaside Destination and Streetcar Suburb  
 
Point Fermin is a rocky, windswept promontory on the tip of the San Pedro Peninsula, at the 
southernmost point of Los Angeles, west of the entrance to the Port of Los Angeles. The story of 
Point Fermin begins with the construction of the Point Fermin Lighthouse in 1874. The 
Victorian, Stick-style building complex was designed by US Lighthouse Board draftsman Paul J. 
Pelz and comprised a lighthouse and several ancillary buildings. It is the first lighthouse in the 
Los Angeles area, one of the first projects of the federal government in the region and one of the 

                                                            
19 Naval History and Heritage Command, “Ships Present at Pearl Harbor,” 13 November 2020, 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/s/ships-present-at-pearl-harbor.html. Accessed 10 
December 2021.  
20 Naval History and Heritage Command, “The Navy at San Pedro,” 24 August 2021, https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-
topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html. Accessed 10 December 2021. 
21 Personal recollections of Bill Campbell in the “San Pedro Memories” Facebook group, 2 August 2021. Bill Campbell is a 91-year-old San 
Pedro native and retired Navy veteran who frequently shares memoir fragments on Facebook.   
22 Naval History and Heritage Command, “The Navy at San Pedro,” 24 August 2021, https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-
topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html. Accessed 10 December 2021. 
23 SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report – San Pedro Community Plan Area, p. 8. 
24 Ben Bergman, “Dispatch from a union town: How the ILWU created ‘the American dream’ in San Pedro,” KPCC, 20 February 2015, 
https://archive.kpcc.org/news/2015/02/20/49950/dispatch-from-a-union-town-how-the-ilwu-created-th/. Accessed 11 December 2021.  
25 Kathleen L. McGinn, “History, Structure and Practices: San Pedro Longshoremen in the Face of Change.” In Jane E. Dutton and Belle Rose 
Ragins (eds.), Exploring Positive Relationships at Work: Building a Theoretical and Research Foundation. Psychology Press, Hove, East Sussex, 
UK/New York, NY, 2009.  
26 SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report – San Pedro Community Plan Area, p. 7. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/s/ships-present-at-pearl-harbor.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/organization-and-administration/historic-bases/san-pedro.html
https://archive.kpcc.org/news/2015/02/20/49950/dispatch-from-a-union-town-how-the-ilwu-created-th/
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oldest extant buildings in San Pedro.27 
 
Point Fermin remained a desolate, barren place until the early 20th century, when developer 
George Huntington Peck, Jr., a railroad conductor for the Southern Pacific who decided to settle 
in San Pedro in 1886 and began buying up large amounts of real estate,28 dedicated land 
adjoining the lighthouse property to create Point Fermin Park in order to enhance his nearby 
Peck’s Ocean View subdivision. Initially known as Peck’s Park, it was the place from which he 
conducted sales of his nearby properties.29 Peck planted trees and built a pavilion at the western 
end of the park (demolished in 1925) that hosted Sunday dances and roller skating and boxing 
events.30 In 1913 a bathhouse opened, with stairways leading down to the beach below.3132  
 
Before long, the area was seeing a growing stream of visitors;33 by 1926 “thousands of persons” 
were flocking to Point Fermin Park every Sunday.34 Three years earlier, the City of LA had 
purchased the 9 acres of parkland from Peck. In subsequent years it was expanded to total around 
27 acres35 and took on its present form, with tree-shaded lawns, a picnic area, a bandstand, 
sheltered pergolas and a promenade along the edge of the palisade.36 Of the various cafes and 
restaurants that sprouted up at Point Fermin during this early period, Walker’s is the only one to 
survive.37   
 
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Point Fermin lighthouse was blacked out and 
converted by the Navy into a radar station for Naval communications and surface searching.38 
The nearby Battery Osgood-Farley, about one-half mile inland from the point on the Upper 
Reservation of Fort MacArthur, was used as a radio station and fire control switchboard room.39 
In July 2021, the National Register of Historic Places recognized Point Fermin’s role in the 
defense of the American coastline by combining these sites into the Point Fermin Historic 
District.40  
 
                                                            
27 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Point Fermin Historic District, 
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/01_Point%20Fermin%20Historic%20District%20National%20Register%20Nomination%20Form.pdf. 
Accessed 26 November 2021.  
28 Sam Gnerre, “George Peck’s Tale of Two Cities,” South Bay History, 21 July 2009, http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2009/07/21/george-
pecks-tale-of-two-cities/. Accessed 26 November 2021. 
29 Joe McKinzie, San Pedro (Images of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2005, p. 102.  
30 Ibid., pp. 94 and 102. 
31 “The Point Fermin bath house is now open every day…” San Pedro News–Pilot, 2 August 1913.   
32 Joe McKinzie, San Pedro Bay (Images of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2007, p. 14.  
33 “Just Mentioning It,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 20 May 1924.   
34 “Seek Tenders on Two Areas To Be Filled – Playgrounds Body Plan to Complete Jobs by Summer,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 19 November 
1926.   
35 “Griffith Outlines History of Local Point Firmin Park,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 24 May 1926.   
36 Slobodan Dimitrov, “Point Fermin park picnic area, San Pedro,” 2001, Calisphere, 
https://calisphere.org/item/edbd465f88833573bd70cd15768022ec/. Accessed 12 December 2021. 
37 Now-gone establishments include the Cliff House Café, the Ocean Pier Café, Arcadian Gardens and Point Firmin Park Café. The Point Firmin 
Park Café building is still extant and houses the offices of the American Cetacean Society.  
38 “Lighthouse History.” Point Fermin Lighthouse, http://www.pointferminlighthouse.org/history.html. Accessed 21 November 2021 and Stephen 
Nelson (Director of Fort MacArthur Museum), email to author, 20 November 2021.  
39 “Battery Osgood-Farley,” Fort MacArthur Museum: Battery Osgood-Farley Historic Site, http://www.ftmac.org/osgood-farley.htm. Accessed 
on 18 December 2021. 
40 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Point Fermin Historic District, 
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/01_Point%20Fermin%20Historic%20District%20National%20Register%20Nomination%20Form.pdf; 
“Weekly List of Actions Taken on Properties: 7/16/2021 through 7/23/2021,” National Park Service, 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/weekly-list-2021-07-23.htm. Accessed 26 November 2021.  

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/01_Point%20Fermin%20Historic%20District%20National%20Register%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2009/07/21/george-pecks-tale-of-two-cities/
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2009/07/21/george-pecks-tale-of-two-cities/
https://calisphere.org/item/edbd465f88833573bd70cd15768022ec/
http://www.pointferminlighthouse.org/history.html
http://www.ftmac.org/osgood-farley.htm
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1067/files/01_Point%20Fermin%20Historic%20District%20National%20Register%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/weekly-list-2021-07-23.htm
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Development of the Streetcar  
 
The Pacific Electric Railway Company built to San Pedro from LA in 1905 through its 
subsidiary, the Los Angeles Inter-Urban Railway Company (LAIU). (A competing railway line 
from Los Angeles to San Pedro via Gardena built by the California Pacific Railway Company 
had opened two years earlier.) Initially, there were three local Pacific Electric trolley lines in San 
Pedro, one of which ran from 6th & Palos Verdes St via 6th St down Pacific Avenue to the corner 
of Pacific & 14th.  
 
In 1907, Peck paid for this line to be extended all the way down Pacific Ave to Point Fermin, 
thus connecting the area with the harbor and business district and making it readily accessible to 
the public.41 (At the time, Pacific Avenue was only paved up to 26th Street—south of that it was 
a dirt road.42) A 1908 Pacific Electric ad encourages weekend “trolley trippers” to check out 
Point Fermin, “the only cliff resort on the Southern coast.”43 The line ran until 1 October 1934.44  
 
The arrival of the trolley line not only brought visitors—it also facilitated early development of 
southern San Pedro, transforming what had been a rural outpost into a more developed streetcar 
suburb. The 1910s saw a growing interest in real estate in the Point Fermin area.45 Its new 
residents, in turn, lobbied for amenities, resulting in the arrival of water, gas and sewage 
systems,46 fire hydrants,47 paved roads48 and mail delivery.49 By 1924, “the entire Point Firmin 
section [was] dotted with fine homes, flats and apartments.”50  
 
Historical Background on Felicien Landier and the Grocery Store at 4349 Pacific 
Avenue/700 Paseo del Mar 
 
The story of 700 W. Paseo del Mar begins in the earliest days of the development of Point 
Fermin.  
 
The Landier family—Felicien Alexander Landier, Alice Landier (née Delormel51) and their four 
children52—settled in San Pedro in 1915 after arriving in Los Angeles from New Orleans six 
                                                            
41 Jim Walker and Mac Sebree, Lines of Pacific Electric: Southern & Western Districts (Interurbans Special 60), Autumn 1975, p. 199. 
42 “Street Improvement Is San Pedro’s Best Asset,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 31 August 1914.  
43 “This Is Moving Time,” Los Angeles Herald, 6 June 1908.  
44 Jim Walker and Mac Sebree, Lines of Pacific Electric: Southern & Western Districts (Interurbans Special 60), Autumn 1975, p. 199. 
45 The San Pedro Daily News mentions real estate at Point Fermin being “unusually active” (“Notes From Point Fermin,” 25 September 1911), “a 
revival of interest in property in this section” (“People Flock to Point Firmin,” 1 March 1915), “[h]ome-making in the Point Firmin district is 
looking up” (“Dwellings at Point Firmin Are Projected,” 19 June 1916), and a “demand for homes (…) being felt (...) nowhere with more force 
than in the Point Firmin section” (“Demand for Homes Is Reported as Growing,” 20 July 1916.)  
46 “Improvement Association Gets Busy,” San Pedro Daily News, 4 April 1914. 
47 “Point Firmin Gets Fire Protection,” San Pedro Daily News, 13 May 1914.  
48 “Paving Costs Nine Dollars A Front Foot,” San Pedro Daily News, 16 May 1916; “South End of Pacific Avenue May Be Paved Before 
Winter,” San Pedro Daily News, 1 September 1916. 
49 “Point Firmin Wants Its Mail,” San Pedro Daily News, 20 May 1916. 
50 “Point Firmin Park,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 21 April 1924. A note on naming: “Fermin” is the Spanish spelling, which came to be the 
preferred form in the 1920s, but many earlier sources use the “Firmin,” the English spelling of the same name. (See Joe McKinzie, San Pedro 
Bay (Images of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2007, p. 13)  
51 C.W. Barnum, “Orleans Parish Marriages,” LA AHGP, Louisiana History and Genealogy Project: Million Early Marriages in the Southern 
States, 2014, https://laahgp.genealogyvillage.com/LaMarriages/orleansparishmarriages17.html. Accessed 27 November 2021. 
52 “Felicien Alexander Landier,” Ancestry, https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/76199800/person/302126025883/facts. Accessed 27 
November 2021.  

https://laahgp.genealogyvillage.com/LaMarriages/orleansparishmarriages17.html
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/76199800/person/302126025883/facts
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years earlier. The son of French immigrants, Felicien Landier was a musician and had served as a 
bugler in the Spanish-American War. 53 In his earliest days in California, Felicien worked as a 
laundryman, jitney driver and musician. In San Pedro, he established himself in a range of 
different business ventures: among other things, he operated two bowling alleys and served as an 
agent for the French ships calling at San Pedro.54 But above all, it was the Landiers’ role in 
public transit history that made them influential figures in San Pedro and beyond.  
 
Felicien Landier started out by operating a jitney bus line to Point Fermin.55 In 1919, he 
established the San Pedro Motor Bus Company, bringing together a group of independent, 
unregulated drivers into a single organization with established routes and schedules.56 Felicien 
worked hard to conquer the local public-transit market: by 1925 he was operating the Gaffey 
Street, Point Fermin, Barton Hill, La Rambla and White Point lines.57 Passengers included Fort 
MacArthur personnel and employees of the tuna canneries on Terminal Island.58  
 
Eventually, the San Pedro Motor Bus Company outcompeted the Pacific Electric, which 
abandoned its local streetcar lines—including the one out to Point Fermin.5960 The departure of 
the trolleys was the culmination of years of lobbying on Felicien Landier’s part. Through a series 
of newspaper ads in the 1920s, he encouraged San Pedrans to “fight for our existence and your 
convenience,” “protest against [the] attempt to put more money in P.E.’s pocket” and “protect 
San Pedro’s transportation against destruction.”61  
 
The business remained profitable through the Great Depression and World War II. Felicien and 
his sons Felicien Paul (F.P.) and Robert went on to expand their transportation business to other 
areas, including Watts, Gardena and Torrance. Figure 14 shows a 1940s photo of one of the 
buses from their Watts line with the “Landier Transit” logo on the side. Robert Landier 
continued to manage the family business until 1971, when the Southern California Rapid Transit 
District took over the routes.62 
 
Felicien Landier also played a pivotal role in the development of Point Fermin through his civic 
engagement. As a member of the Point Firmin Improvement Association, he successfully 
petitioned the City of Los Angeles to purchase the park from Peck, thereby turning it into the 
amenity that is still available to the public today.63  

                                                            
53 Charles P. Hobbs, The Hidden History of Transportation in Los Angeles, The History Press, Charleston, SC, 2014. 
54 James Lee, “Beacon Flashes,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 11 October 1928: “…Felicien Landier probably wins without competition the title of 
‘San Pedro’s jack-of-all-trades.’”  
55 The earliest reference to this service is in an ad in the San Pedro News–Pilot dated 4 May 1916.     
56 “Jitney Bus Owner Fights New Permit – New Motor Bus Co. Wants Permit For Palos Verdes and Carolina Streets,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 3 
July 1919; Charles P. Hobbs, The Hidden History of Transportation in Los Angeles, The History Press, Charleston, SC, 2014. 
57 “Felicien Landier Reappointed As Bus Line Manager,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 6 August 1925.   
58 Charles P. Hobbs, The Hidden History of Transportation in Los Angeles, The History Press, Charleston, SC, 2014. 
59 Ibid. 
60 “Pacific Ave. Service To Be Debated Here,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 5 June 1934. 
61 Advertisement, San Pedro Motor Bus Co., San Pedro News–Pilot, 19 February 1923; advertisement, San Pedro Motor Bus Co., San Pedro 
News–Pilot, 28 November 1921. See Figures 6 and 7. 
62 Charles P. Hobbs, The Hidden History of Transportation in Los Angeles, The History Press, Charleston, SC, 2014. 
63 “Park Movement Started Last Night,” San Pedro Daily News, 20 May 1921; “Pack [sic] Park Drive Gaining Interest,” San Pedro Daily News, 
25 May 1921; “Park Meeting,” San Pedro Daily News, 31 May 1921; “Park Meeting,” San Pedro Daily News, 11 June 1921. Peck sold the land 
to the City of Los Angeles in 1923 (SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report – San Pedro Community Plan Area, p. 7). 
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The earliest incarnation of the subject property was a grocery store operated by the Landiers. The 
earliest known record of this business dates back to 1917.64 Figure 2 shows a picture of Felicien 
Landier’s fleet of jitneys in front of the store, which according to the caption was run by 
Felicien’s wife, Alice.65 The earliest Sanborn Fire Insurance map available for the area dates 
back to 1921 and identifies the building, located at what was when still known as 4349 Pacific 
Ave, as a store.666768 The garage at the rear of the parcel dates back to 1928.69 It still contains an 
inspection pit used by the Landiers to service their vehicles.70 The grocery store was one of the 
very first commercial amenities in the area; between their bus service and the streetcar terminus 
about a block from their house (see the map in Figure 1), the Landiers were ideally positioned to 
cater to the growing stream of visitors and residents.  
 
In the early 1930s, the Landiers decided to close the grocery store, which by then had become 
chiefly a soda fountain, and open a café in the same location.71 They hired contractor George G. 
Aitkenhead to construct the new building.72 Aitkenhead was considered a prominent San Pedro 
contractor at the time; he served for a time as president of the Chamber of Commerce, and as one 
half of the firm Aitkenhead & Bischke73 he was responsible for much of early San Pedro’s 
development.74 Some of his other projects include what is now Century Motorcycles on 1640 S 
Pacific Ave (then the B.F. Ballinger building, home to the Al Barr, Inc. car dealership), 1803 S 
Patton Ave (then the home of the Halverson family), and what is now Pronto’s Mexican 
Restaurant on 1432 S Pacific Ave (then the San Pedro branch of the California Automobile 
Club).75 The latter two are similar to the subject property in that they are single-story commercial 
buildings with some Spanish Colonial Revival ornamentation.  
 
A persistent local legend links the subject property to the Pacific Electric trolley line. Many San 
Pedrans believe the Walker’s Café building was originally the turnaround station for the trolley 
line, the shed in the back was the maintenance building, and tickets were sold out of the arched 

                                                            
64 “For Sale—Miscellaneous,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 27 October 1917.   
65 “San Pedro centennial.” San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 February 1988. The picture is dated to 1916 but is likely later, as the color of the east wall 
matches that in a 1926 aerial, but differs from that in a 1919 aerial.  
66 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Los Angeles, 1867–1970, Vol. 19 (1921), Sheet 1984.  
67 Prior to the 1929 landslide, Pacific Ave ran straight through San Pedro from north to south, curving westward through the area that is now 
Sunken City, terminating at Point Fermin. See the map in Figure 43..   
68 The Landiers bought the lot from George Peck in 1923; since the store had been in operation for several years at this point and this is the 
earliest known record of the property changing hands, this suggests they had been renting it previously. (Los Angeles County, CA, Deed Book 
2093: 269.) 
69 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #30005, dated 10/26/1928. 
70 Douglas Epperhart, email to author, 16 December 2021: “It would have been May or June 2015. We had an NC election party in the back of 
Walker's and had to clean it up. At some point, the back building was opened and I took a quick look inside. I recall there being a single 
inspection point for working on the underside of vehicles.” 
71 Paul Clinton, “San Pedro woman’s childhood memories are link to town’s past,” Daily Breeze, 25 September 2004. 
72 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #12608, dated 23 July 1935.  
73 Advertisement for Aitkenhead & Bischke, San Pedro News–Pilot, 23 July 1925.  
74 “Aitkenhead Has Built Ships, Houses, Cities,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 23 November 1929; “Builders of San Pedro,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 27 
July 1935.    
75 “G. Aitkenhead Is Contractor – Builds Many Fine Residences and Business Blocks Here,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 24 October 1928; “Oakland 
Dealer Will Have Fine New Showrooms,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 20 July 1927; “New Auto Club Home Finished,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 13 
July 1932.   
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window next to the bar.76 Research reveals this story is apocryphal.77 However, it does show that 
the property is closely associated in collective memory with streetcar development.  
 
In fact, through its association with Felicien Landier, the subject property tells the story of the 
battle for dominance between the jitneys and the streetcars that played out across Los Angeles 
during the 1920s. With the arrival of paved roads and widely available automobiles, the 
streetcars began to wane in popularity and were eventually forced to cease operations.78  
 
Landslide/Sunken City  
 
In 1929 a portion of Paseo del Mar, from just one block east of the subject property to where it 
connected to Pacific Ave, began to slowly move seaward in a phenomenon geologists call a 
“slump,” spurring the evacuation of this area of exclusive seaside bungalows that George Peck 
had begun to develop years earlier.79 The land continued to move through the following decade. 
Most of the homes were relocated; a 1940 alteration permit for relocation of a dwelling at 565 
Paseo del Mar to 728 Paseo del Mar states, “THIS IS EMERGENCY AS THIS BUILDING IS 
SLOWLY MOVEING TOWARD THE OCEAN.”80 By the 1940s, over six acres had suffered 
major land movement.81 The slide displaced houses, commercial buildings, streets and part of 
Point Fermin Park.82  
 
The area is now referred to as “Sunken City.” Fragments of roads, sidewalks and housing 
foundations remain and have been covered in graffiti over time. Though the area has been fenced 
off since the 1980s due to public safety concerns, it continues to draw visitors from all over the 
world.  
 
The landslide irrevocably altered the character of the area, effectively changing Paseo del Mar 
from a continuous street into a cul-de-sac. While there are no known records that explain the 
Landiers’ decision to replace the previous building with the subject property in 1935, it may be 
that structural integrity issues resulting from the land movement over the 1930s played a role. 
The March 1933 Long Beach earthquake, which caused significant damage in San Pedro, may 

                                                            
76 Phone conversation with Angela Romero, local historian and founder of the San Pedro Heritage Museum, on 15 November 2021; comment by 
Eric Apodaca on change.org petition, 23 November 2021,  https://www.change.org/p/save-walker-s-cafe/c (Accessed 28 November 2021); Sam 
Gnerre, “San Pedro’s Walker’s Cafe continues to thrive after 71 years,” South Bay History, 7 April 2021, 
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2017/04/07/san-pedros-walkers-cafe-continues-to-thrive-after-71-years/ (Accessed 28 November 2021).  
77 First of all, the trolley line had already stopped running by the time the current building was completed. Darrell Calvillo, archivist at the 
Southern California Railway Museum, believes that since it was a local service, any structure that may have existed would have been similar to a 
modern bus stop (email to author, 9 November 2021). It also seems highly unlikely given the building’s link with the Landiers, whose bus service 
was in direct competition with the trolley. And most importantly, there are no deeds or other official records that point to any sort of link between 
the property and the Pacific Electric Railway Company. 
78 Phone conversation with Darrell Calvillo, archivist at the Southern California Railway Museum, 16 December 2021. 
79 Sam Gnerre, “San Pedro’s Sunken City began with shifting earth in 1929,” South Bay History, 15 September 2018, 
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2018/09/15/san-pedros-sunken-city-began-with-shifting-earth-in-1929/; Beatrice Verhoeven, “The Sunken 
City: San Pedro’s Atlantis,” Portraits of LA, 2014, https://portraitsofla.ascjweb.com/2014/arts-culture/bverhoeven/. Accessed 12 December 2021. 
80 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #LA17999, dated 5/8/1940. 
81 Joe McKinzie, San Pedro (Images of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2005, p. 8. 
82 Sam Gnerre, “San Pedro’s Sunken City began with shifting earth in 1929,” South Bay History, 15 September 2018, 
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2018/09/15/san-pedros-sunken-city-began-with-shifting-earth-in-1929/; “San Pedro Timeline,” San Pedro 
High School: Class of 1973 Reunion, 2018, https://sphs73reunion.org/webpages/sptimeline1897_1946.html. Accessed 12 December 2021. 
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http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2017/04/07/san-pedros-walkers-cafe-continues-to-thrive-after-71-years/
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http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2018/09/15/san-pedros-sunken-city-began-with-shifting-earth-in-1929/
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have been a factor as well.83  
 
Historical Background on the Development of Walker’s Café 
 
The maritime history of San Pedro and Los Angeles, the military history of San Pedro and Los 
Angeles, and San Pedro’s historic role as a seaside destination all come together at Point Fermin. 
As this section will go on to demonstrate, Walker’s Café is inextricably bound up with these 
histories, and its origin story and clientele exemplify this convergence of different threads of 
local history. 
 
Bessie Mae Petersen was born Bessie Mae Logan in Pauls Valley, Oklahoma in 1912,84 one of 
eleven children.85 She grew up on a farm, baling hay and chopping and picking cotton until the 
Logan family headed West during the Depression with only $60 to their name. 86 She worked as 
a car hop,87 in a San Jose fruit cannery and as a maid in a doctor’s home. In 1933 she arrived in 
San Pedro, where by her own account she waited tables all over town.88  
 
In 1942 she met Raymond J. Walker, a Chief Signalman in the Navy. Born in 1905 in East St. 
Louis, Illinois as the son of a US Marine Corps sergeant, Walker enlisted in the Navy as soon as 
he reached legal age and came to be stationed on the USS Tennessee, homeported in San Pedro. 
During the war, he was posted at the Harbor Entrance Command Post (HECP) at Fort MacArthur 
and on Santa Barbara Island.89 HECP was located at the Upper Reservation (part of the NRHP 
Point Firmin Historic District) in a tower now gone across from Angel’s Gate Park HQ, and was 
used to clear ships for entering the harbor.90  
 
After he retired from the Navy, the couple bought the subject property in 1946 from John 
Lampo, whom the Landiers had sold it to not long after its construction.91 At the time it was a 
bar called Cuddle Café run by James W. Gould. Bessie and Raymond converted the combination 
storeroom/apartment into a dining room, and Walker’s Café was born.  
 
Raymond cooked and Bessie waited tables. The couple worked and sometimes slept at the café, 
building it up until it became a community mainstay.92 “We had 50 dollars to buy supplies with 
before we opened the doors. This place has been put together piece by piece,” Petersen said.93 
                                                            
83 All of the school buildings in San Pedro were damaged, with classes being held in tents or temporary bungalows in the aftermath. The high 
school building had to be replaced in its entirety, and the trim and cornice work of many early San Pedro buildings was removed for public 
safety. (Joe McKinzie, San Pedro (Images of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2005, p. 8) 
84 “Petersen, owner of legendary Walker’s Cafe, dies,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 December 1996.  
85 Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977.   
86 “Petersen, owner of legendary Walker’s Cafe, dies,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 December 1996; Caroline Brady, “Check please – Walker’s 
Cafe readies for goodbye toast,” Daily Breeze, 4 August 1994.  
87 Edvins Beitiks, “Behind the bar waits one tough little old lady.” The San Francisco Examiner, 24 January 1987.  
88 Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977.   
89 Official Military Personnel Files, Raymond J. Walker, CSM, US Navy, National Archives and Records Administration at St. Louis. 
90 Stephen Nelson (Director of Fort MacArthur Museum), email to author, 12 December 2021. 
91 Los Angeles County, CA, Deed Book 22949: 269; Los Angeles County, CA, Deed Book 15108: 104. 
92 Walker’s Café. San Pedro, CA. Menu. N.d. Accessed via https://foursquare.com/v/walkers-
cafe/4b6f4a51f964a52086e92ce3?openPhotoId=524dc9af11d24c19b7220954 on 21 November 2021; Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has 
down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977; “Watch Lost,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 2 October 1939; “Cuddle Café,” 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 14 February 1944. “Petersen, owner of legendary Walker’s Cafe, dies,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 December 1996.  
93 Jim McGregor, “Walker’s Café more than a place to eat,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 13 February 1980.   
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Those fixtures are all still there: from the original menu board, chromium stools and the four-
door icebox Bessie bought when they first opened to the fragile porcelain figurines that she 
collected, showcased in custom-made display cabinets.94  
 
The business’ rise to success evidences the postwar boom in Los Angeles, while its proprietors—
a Navy veteran and a Dust Bowl migrant—represent changing demographics and patterns of 
settlement in the first half of the 20th century, as well as San Pedro’s military and blue-collar 
history.  
 
In 1953, Raymond Walker died in a car accident.95 Bessie’s sister, Christine P. Price, came down 
from San Francisco to help her run the café, heading up the kitchen. Walker’s became known in 
particular for its clam chowder, as well as for “Bessie’s World Famous BTLA” developed by 
Petersen’s friend Frances Teague and the “Bessie Burger.”96 Walker’s was a family business 
through and through: the soups, cakes, pies and potatoes were made from scratch by their 
mother, Lena Logan (née Smart), before she became too old.97  
 
Bessie Mae Petersen grew to be a pillar of the local community. Various newspaper profiles over 
the years describe her as the “grande dame of Point Fermin Park,” a surrogate grandma and “the 
most loved person in San Pedro.”98 “Bessie did much good in that community and assisted many 
people,” said Dr. Lorna Zukas, a sociologist who spent a full year in the 1980s studying the 
anthropological microcosm of Walker’s Café as her Master’s thesis project.99  
 
Zukas chose Walker’s Café as the subject of her research to explore her interest in how 
communities are formed; the project also allowed her to explore her burgeoning interest in 
feminism. Many decades later, she still vividly recalls Bessie’s commitment to making an impact 
in the community: “Bessie’s sister said something (…) to me one day about why Bessie was 
always willing to help someone. I don’t remember her exact words, but it was about ‘sometimes 
people just need a little help to help themselves.’”100 
 
Petersen was among the many Oklahomans who migrated West during the Great Depression; her 
own experiences of hardship translated into a generosity that became legendary. “Bessie would 
never turn anyone away. If they were hungry, she’d feed them. (…) Sometimes they’d peel a 
potato or two to pay her back, but she never worried about the money,” said Petersen’s longtime 
neighbor and friend Inez Peck.101 When customers got in trouble, Petersen would often put up 

                                                            
94 Paul Clinton, “Colorful patrons have kept Walker’s Café at Point Fermin rolling since the 1930s,” Daily Breeze, 23 April 2005; Charles 
Hillinger, “It’s still 1994 inside Bessie Walker’s café,” Los Angeles Times, 31 May 1978; Josh Grossberg, “Camaraderie a la carte – Walker’s 
old-time café,” Daily Breeze, 8 April 2002.  
95 “Crashes Into Truck, Driver Found Dead,” Long Beach Independent, 15 January 1953. 
96 Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977; Paul Clinton, “Colorful patrons 
have kept Walker’s Café at Point Fermin rolling since the 1930s,” Daily Breeze, 23 April 2005. 
97 Lanny Williams, “Pt. Fermin cafe has down-home food and atmosphere,” San Pedro News–Pilot, May 6 1977; Lena J. Logan obituary, San 
Pedro News–Pilot, 25 July 1978.  
98 Jim McGregor, “Walker’s Café more than a place to eat,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 13 February 1980; Caroline Brady, “Last call at Walker’s – 
Longtime customers pay tribute,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 8 August 1994.  
99 Dr. Lorna Zukas, email to author, 2 November 2021.  
100 Dr. Lorna Zukas, email to author, 19 December 2021. 
101 Caroline Brady, “Last call at Walker’s – Longtime customers pay tribute,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 8 August 1994. 
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their bail money.102 The murals of cartoon characters that adorn the inside of the café were 
painted by a homeless merchant seaman to whom Petersen gave shelter at Walker’s for months 
so he could get back on his feet.103  
 
This ethos of charity is reminiscent of another historic LA restaurant: Clifton’s Cafeteria. Like 
Petersen, Clifton’s’ namesake and founder Clifford Clinton would not let his patrons go hungry: 
the back of the checks they received were famously printed with the words “Regardless of the 
amount of this check, our cashier will cheerfully accept whatever you wish to pay—or you may 
dine free.”104 
 
Petersen ran Walker’s Café for almost fifty years. In 1994, at age 82, she was forced to retire due 
to health issues. “Bessie can’t work anymore,” her sister Christine said. “She can’t drive, and she 
has a hard time standing. She’s got a bad heart and has had four or five strokes.”105 A massive 
goodbye party drew hundreds of devoted longtime customers.106  
 
Though it briefly looked as though Petersen’s retirement marked the end of the Walker’s saga, at 
this event her son, Richard Brummett, announced that he would keep carrying the Walker’s 
torch.107 In 1996, Bessie Mae Petersen died.108 Following her death, ownership of the café was 
formally transferred to Richard Brummett and Audrey Brummett, his wife.109 Taking over for 
Bessie Mae Petersen, Richard and Audrey Brummett carried on Walker’s proud tradition as a 
community mainstay, welcoming to all: “Seamen, longshoremen, doctors,” Audrey Brummett 
said in a 2005 article. “They all come in here. I treat them all the same.”110 
 
The Social and Commercial Significance of Walker’s Café  
 
The extensive media coverage on Walker’s Café over the years has consistently remarked upon 
its importance to the San Pedro community. The café’s clientele is a microcosm of San Pedro 
social and economic life, with merchant marines, longshoremen, stevedores, fishermen and 
military families stationed at Fort MacArthur.111 In a 2005 article, a longtime regular remembers 
soldiers from Fort MacArthur shooing him away from the bar area when he was a child.112  
 
At Walker’s, all these different subcommunities come together. Its long-standing policy of 
hospitality and acceptance made it a powerful stabilizing force in San Pedro’s social fabric: “At 
Walker’s Cafe, it is a safe bet that when a stranger visits he will have a few friends before he 

                                                            
102 Edvins Beitiks, “Behind the bar waits one tough little old lady,” The San Francisco Examiner, 24 January 1987; Lorna L. Lueker (married 
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https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/clifford-clinton-the-man-and-his-cafeteria-shaped-food-and-politics-in-l-a (Accessed 10 December 2021).  
105 Caroline Brady, “Check please – Walker’s Cafe readies for goodbye toast,” Daily Breeze, 4 August 1994. 
106 Caroline Brady, “Last call at Walker’s – Longtime customers pay tribute,” San Pedro News–Pilot, 8 August 1994. 
107 Ibid. 
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109 Trust Transfer Deed, Los Angeles County, CA, document no. 98 – 584673.  
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111 Josh Grossberg, “Camaraderie a la carte – Walker’s old-time café,” Daily Breeze, 8 April 2002. 
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leaves.”113 Like Clifford Clinton, Petersen was guided by a moral compass that transcended the 
paradigms of her generation. When Clinton’s policy of service to customers of all races led to 
complaints, he responded, “It is our duty to serve all who enter our doors.”114 In a 1985 
interview, Petersen shared a similar work philosophy: “What I do is treat people right no matter 
what color they are.”115  
 
Due in part to the spirit of hospitality that has been a part of its origin story from the outset, the 
café developed a reputation for being “more than a place to eat”.116  
 
 One could say that Walker’s Café is used as a personal retreat by the members of the 
 group. The café is seen by its group not as a public café, but rather as a second home or 
 a home base (Cavan, 1970: 212). Mail often comes to the café for various members of 
 this group and on a regular basis for at least two persons. The pay phone out in front of 
 the café is used more for incoming calls than outgoing ones. People will call or come by 
 to leave messages, knowing that sooner or later a particular individual will show up at 
 the café and receive the message. Alan says, “Walker’s is a second home for me, I spend 
 more time here than I do at my place.’ (…) The people of Walker’s World change over 
 the years, but not the sense of community found within. The ecological setting which 
 makes up Walker’s World has over the years provided in various ways a harbor or a 
 safe place for all those who have felt the need.117 
 
Many people have frequented the café since they were children and gone on to take their own 
children and grandchildren there.118 This multigenerational aspect was apparent as early as the 
1980s: “The longevity of Walker’s has made it an institution for those who are familiar with the 
café. For those Walkerites who came to the café as children it seems only natural that they 
continue to hang out there now.”119 The fact that Walker’s Café has remained largely unchanged 
since its earliest days contributes to this sense of continuity.120  
 
Walker’s is both considered an iconic San Pedro hallmark and a significant site for its 
association with the Point Fermin neighborhood. For San Pedrans, Walker’s is “as indelible a 
part of the Point Fermin landscape as the landslide or Point Fermin Park.”121 
 
Walker’s Café and Biker Culture  
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Historically, Walker’s Café has also been popular with motorcycle riders cruising along the 
coast, offering them a scenic destination on their long travels.122 The beginning of Walker’s 
coincided with the rise of biker culture in the American West in the aftermath of World War II. 
Motorcycle racing had taken off in Los Angeles in the early 20th century, with board-track races 
being held at the Los Angeles Motordrome in Playa del Rey and the Beverly Hills Speedway.123 
But it was after the Second World War that motorcycling became widely popular, and a 
confluence of factors—climate, topography, infrastructure and sociocultural developments—
made Los Angeles the heart of the motorcycle scene.124  
 
The Dust Bowl migrations of the 1930s (of which Bessie Mae Petersen formed a part) had 
already made the Los Angeles basin something of a gathering place for the displaced. After the 
war, traumatized and disenfranchised men returning from the service found freedom in riding 
and kinship in motorcycle clubs.125 Motorcycles became synonymous with counterculture, a 
notion cemented by Hollywood with the iconic 1953 movie The Wild One.126 As a popular 
stopover, Walker’s Café gained a reputation for being friendly to bikers, similar to other historic 
roadside establishments such as Cook’s Corner in Orange County (a 1946 mess hall-turned-
tavern) and Neptune’s Net in Malibu (which dates back to 1956).127 This is yet another way in 
which Walker’s is emblematic of post-war trends in Los Angeles. From the jitneys to the 
motorcycles, Walker’s embodies the ongoing story of motorized mobility in Los Angeles. 
 
Walker’s Café in the Popular Imagination 
 
The subject property’s use as a filming location lends an additional dimension to its significance 
as a physical repository of cultural experiences. According to SurveyLA, filming locations have 
played an influential role in shaping the public’s perception of Southern California and defining 
Los Angeles’ character and identity.128 The use of real-life environments helped to create a 
feeling of authenticity on the screen, while Los Angeles’ portrayal on the screen spurred 
migration and boosted the city’s economy, population and tourism.129 
 
Over the years, the café’s authentic period features have made it a popular filming location. Its 
silver-screen track record includes the classic film Chinatown, which also featured LA icons 
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such as the Pacific Dining Car and Echo Park Lake.130 Chinatown won four Golden Globes, 
including for Best Picture (Drama); it was nominated for eleven Oscars, winning Best 
Screenplay, while the American Film Institute places it second among its top ten mystery 
films.131 
 
SurveyLA’s criteria for significant filming locations include their having been featured in a 
significant motion picture or television production.132 Discussing the significance of filming 
locations in the Save As podcast, Jonathan Kaplan suggests the Library of Congress’ National 
Film Registry and the American Film Institute’s lists of the 100 greatest American films as 
possible benchmarks for designation.133 Chinatown is included on both.134 
 
Among the defining features for significant filming locations, SurveyLA also lists those 
resources which “have served as a location for the filming and/or production of multiple motion 
pictures and/or television shows over time such that the location has become iconic.”135 Walker’s 
Café has featured in dozens of productions over the years. Other significant examples besides 
Chinatown include Inherent Vice, Gods and Monsters and HBO’s Perry Mason prequel. 
Notably, these are all stories that are set in Los Angeles and are considered among the most 
iconic portrayals of the city on the screen. TimeOut’s list of the “best Los Angeles movies of all 
time” lists Chinatown as #1 and Inherent Vice as #21; the noir LA of Perry Mason, too, is a key 
part of the city’s mythology.136   
 
The café’s use in these in movies speaks to its ability to convey an aspect of LA’s history as an 
iconic example of a 1930s/1940s vernacular restaurant.  
 
In the Save As podcast episode mentioned above, Trudi Sandmeier, director of USC’s Heritage 
Conservation Program, comments on the way the way the lines between fiction and reality are 
blurred in Los Angeles, where places take on a dual identity as real sites and their fictional 
counterparts.137 At Walker’s, the two have frequently intersected. “I was living on the point 
when the cast was eating there during the filming of Chinatown,” one customer recalls. “It stayed 
open for the locals to go get something to eat. [Bessie and Christine] were always looking out for 
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the locals. I was in there after my shift at Todd’s Shipyard and Jack Nicholson was in the table 
next to me. He told me they were filming a movie called Chinatown: ‘it’s going to be really a 
good one.’ He was right!”138  
 
A selection of the movies the café has featured in is presented in Appendix 5. Walker’s Café has 
also ‘played itself’ in paintings, novels and music. A selection of these also appears in Appendix 
5. 
 
Conclusion 
 
700 W. Paseo del Mar is a rare and extant example of early commercial development in San 
Pedro, with its history going back to the very beginnings of the Point Fermin neighborhood.  
Through its association with Felicien Landier, it tells the story of the battle for dominance 
between the streetcars and the jitneys in the early 20th century. SurveyLA identified no 
commercial resources from this period in San Pedro. Later, the rise of motorcycle culture 
following World War II added another dimension to its role in LA transportation history.  
 
Since 1937, 700 W. Paseo del Mar has been a continuously operating café, and as such is a rare 
extant example of a community-based business in San Pedro. As Walker’s Café, it is significant 
as the location of a long-term business important to the identity of San Pedro, with ties to the 
area’s military and working-class community. Walker’s Café is a beloved community gathering 
place as well as a Los Angeles icon drawing visitors and tourists from far-flung places. Its reach 
as an icon of Los Angeles extends far beyond the local community as a representation of the city 
in the classic film Chinatown. At the same time, thanks to the legendary warmth and generosity 
of owner Bessie Mae Petersen, Walker’s has been known to generations of San Pedrans as a 
place to find kinship, connection and a sense of shared history—a still point in a turning world.  
 
SurveyLA identified only approximately a dozen commercial resources in the city of San Pedro. 
700 W. Paseo del Mar deserves to keep its rightful place within the San Pedro community for 
generations to come. 
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Address: 700 W PASEO DEL MAR 

Name:  Walker's Burgers 

Year built: 1936 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Commercial Identity, 1850-1980 

Sub theme: No SubTheme 

Property type: Commercial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: A/1/1 

Status code: 5S3 

Reason: Long time restaurant in San Pedro; in continuous operation as Walker's Burgers since 1942. Includes 
neon sign. May not meet significance thresholds for National and California Register eligibility. 

 

 

 

Address: 555 W SANTA CRUZ ST 

Name:   

Year built: 1907 

Architectural style: Victorian, Vernacular Cottage, gable roof 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Pre-Consolidation Communities of Los Angeles, 1850-1932 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: San Pedro, 1850-1909 

Sub theme: Important Events in San Pedro History, 1850-1909 

Property type: Residential 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: A/1/1 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Rare, intact example of residential development that pre-dates San Pedro's consolidation with the City 
of Los Angeles in 1909; most examples from this period do not retain integrity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 1. MAP 

 

 
 

Figure 1  



APPENDIX 2. LIFE OF FELICIEN LANDIER 

 

 

Figure 2 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 February 1988. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 3 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 27 October 1917. 

 
 
 
 



 
Figure 4 

Jitney driver to Point Fermin, ca. late 1910s. Courtesy of Angela Romero. 
 

 
Figure 5 

San Pedro Motor Bus Company bus to Point Fermin, 1920s. Joe McKinzie, San Pedro (Images 
of America). Charleston, SC, Arcadia Press, 2005, p. 36. 



 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 59 
Bessie Mae Petersen, Lena J. Logan and Christine P. Price in front of 

Walker’s Cafe. San Pedro News–Pilot, 6 May 1977. 

 



 
 

Figure 60 
Bessie Mae Petersen and Christine P. Price inside Walker’s Café. San Pedro News–Pilot, 6 May 1977. 



 

 

Figure 61 
Walker’s Café, 1970s. San Pedro Bay Historical Society, San Pedro, CA. 



 

 

 
 

Figure 62 
View of Walker’s Café and Paseo del Mar looking west, 1980s. Daily Breeze. 

 



 

 

Figure 63 
Walker’s Café, 1980s. San Pedro Bay Historical Society, San Pedro, CA. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 64 
1994. San Pedro Bay Historical Society, San Pedro, 

CA.  
 



 
 

Figure 65 
Photo by Joey Zanotti via Flickr, 2012. Circled in red: larger holes from the sign’s previous use. Circled in blue: double-back tubing. 



 

 
Figure 6 

San Pedro News–Pilot, 28 November 1921.  



APPENDIX 8. ADDIITONAL, CONTEMPORARY PHOTOS 
 

                   
 
                                                            Figure 21. Daily Breeze. 

 

 
Figure 22. Keith Nakata. 

 



 
 

Figure 23. Keith Nakata. 

 
 

Figure 24. Scott Trimble. 



 
 

Figure 25. Joey Zanotti via Flickr.  
 

 
 

Figure 26. Barbara Miller. 



 
 

Figure 27. Scott Trimble. 

 
 

Figure 28. Scott Trimble. 



 
 

Figure 29. James M via the Walker’s Café Yelp page. 

 

Figure 30. Scott Trimble. 

 



 

 
 

Figure 31. Scott Trimble 

 
 

Figure 32. Joan S via the Walker’s Café Yelp page. 



 
 

Figure 33. Alyssa F via the Walker’s Café Yelp page. 



 

 
 

Figure 34. Scott Trimble. 

 

Figure 35. Keith Nakata. 



 
 

Figure 36. Unknown photographer, via Kris Bunting. 

 

Figure 37. Kris B via the Walker’s Café Yelp page. 



 

Figure 38. Scott Trimble. 
 

 

Figure 39. Garage/storage building. Google Street View, December 2020. 



 

 
 

Figure 40. View from Walker’s Café. Scott Trimble. 

 
 

Figure 41. Sunken City. Photo via Daily Mail. 

 

 



          APPENDIX 9. HISTORICAL PHOTOS, AERIALS AND MAPS  
 

              

                                                                                                         Figure 42 
“Peck’s Park” looking northeast from Point Fermin Lighthouse, early 1910s. The white building to the right of the still-empty parcel is the 
Point Firmin Hotel in what is now the Sunken City area, also visible in Figure 49. Photo courtesy of Angela Romero. 



Figure 43 
Map of Peck’s Ocean View Line with Pacific 

Electric streetcar line. Southern California 
Railway Museum Archives, Perris, CA. 



     Figure 44 



 
Figure 45 
 



 
Figure 46 



 
 

Figure 47 
Pacific Electric streetcar going past the Landier family’s grocery store at 4349 Pacific Ave, 1920s. Daily Breeze, 

http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2017/04/07/san-pedros-walkers-cafe-continues-to-thrive-after-71-years/. Accessed 10 December 
2021. 

http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2017/04/07/san-pedros-walkers-cafe-continues-to-thrive-after-71-years/


 
 

Figure 48 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 February 1988. 



     Figure 49 



     Figure 50 



 

Figure 51 
The arch from the original grocery store façade inside the 1935 café building. 



 

 

 

 
 

Figure 52 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 2 April 1937.  

 

 

 
 

Figure 53 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 14 February 1944.  



     
 

                              Figure 54                                                              Figure 55 
                               San Pedro News–Pilot, 6 March 1946.                San Pedro News–Pilot, 16 April 1946. 

 



 

 

 
 

Figure 56 
Aerial photograph of the Point Fermin area, 1947. 1:24,000. Roll 12. 3. Flight C-11351. UC Santa Barbara, 

https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_images/. Accessed 10 December 2021. 
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Figure 57 



 

Figure 58 



 
Figure 7 

San Pedro News–Pilot, 19 February 1923. 



                                      
 

Figure 8                                         Figure 9 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 6 August 1925.    Los Angeles Times, 27 December 1929. 

 
Figure 10 

San Pedro News–Pilot, 29 July 1933. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11 (r.) 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 10 November 1934. 

 
 

 

Figure 12 
San Pedro News–Pilot, 28 June 1938.  

 

 

 
Figure 13 

San Pedro News–Pilot, 22 September 1947.   

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Figure 14 
Landier Transit bus to Watts, 1940s. Charles P. Hobbs, The Hidden History of Transportation in 

Los Angeles, The History Press, Charleston, SC, 2014. 
 
.            

 

Figure 15 
Landier Transit Co. token. eBay, 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/224306132879?hash=item3439aff78f:g:XJ4AAOSwFe1f9PZ-. 
Accessed 19 December 2021.   

https://www.ebay.com/itm/224306132879?hash=item3439aff78f:g:XJ4AAOSwFe1f9PZ-


APPENDIX 3. LIFE OF RAYMOND J. WALKER AND BESSIE MAE PETERSEN 
 
 
 

                     
  
                                                                    Figure 16 
Official Military Personnel Files, Raymond J. Walker, CSM, US Navy, National Archives and                                                  
………………………………    Records Administration at St. Louis. 
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ND11/MR/P16

(Serial Q-11197 Cs)

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE

Eleventh Naval DisTprcr

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

February 28, 1942.

From:

To:

^O^Commandant,
^  WAIKSR, Rj

t,

Subject

ELEVENTH Naval District.

Raymond Jodeph,324-93-95>SE»![lo,irSH(Ret.)
1042 West, lOtb St., San Pedro, California,
Active duty with full pay and allowances - chargeable against appropriation,
"Pay, Subsistence and Transportation of Naval Personnel."

References: (a) Executive Order of September 8, 1939.
(b) Naval Appropriation Act for current fiscal year.
(c) BuNav Restricted Itr Nav-61 MFC MR (104) of 1-28-42.

Enclosure: (A) Waiver re pension or,disability allowance.

1.^ In accordance with the references, yo,u will proceed and report toihe Medical
Officer at Receiving Station, Terminal Island, Calif,, immediately.

for physical examination. You are hereby ordered to active duty for this purpose and will be
considered in an active duty status during the time required for physical examination and for
travel necessary for compliance with these orders.

2. If found not physically qualified, you will immediately return to your home and
upon arrival consider yourself released from active duty. In this event, the examining medical
officer will advise the Commandant (by despatch- by letter) stating the defects, together with
his recommendation.

3. K found physically qualified, you will immediately return Vo your home and
upon arrival consider yourself released from active duty until such time as it is necessary for
you to proceed and report to the Commanding Officer, Receiving Station,

Terminal Island, Calif., on March 7» 1942,

for active duty.

4. You are authorized to travel via privately owned automobile subject to reim
bursement by the Government in accordance with U. S. Navy Travel Instructions.

K you require government transportation and subsistence, apply to

forwarding to that office the original and two certified copies of your orders.

R. S. HOLMES

Copies to:

do
C. O., ....

IIND—2-12-42—22,600 "File Seri'al"

By Direction.

. (for Dish. Off. Carrying Accts.)



  

Figure 18 & 19 
Bessie Mae Petersen. Yelp page for Walker’s Café, https://www.yelp.com/biz/walkers-cafe-san-

pedro. Accessed 10 December 2021.  
 

 

Figure 20 
Long Beach Independent, 15 January 1953.   

https://www.yelp.com/biz/walkers-cafe-san-pedro
https://www.yelp.com/biz/walkers-cafe-san-pedro
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Aug ust 13, 1985 | Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA) | John Bog ert | COLUMN | Pag e B1

T he old folks are queuing at the horseshoe-shaped counter, ordering from the posted menu.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner, it's all there, wholesome and good, although I suspect there isn't
much difference among the three.

T here's an old glass-doored refrigerator behind the counter containing many invitingly cold bottles
of beer.

T here are tables resting on pedestals rusted from the fog blowing in the open front doors off
Point Fermin.

And there are ceramic knickknacks of the kind very popular with my Aunt Mary: mother birds
feeding their young, crescent moons, praying hands and dozens of commemorative plates.

T here is even a framed Playboy centerfold featuring a decidedly 1960ish blonde with an inch of
dark roots showing at the base of her scalp.

T his is Walker's Cafe on Paseo del Mar in San Pedro, a yellow stucco throwback directly across
from one of the county's least-known parks and prettiest lighthouses.

T his also is America as it was before we segregated ourselves into gay, straight, yuppie, sports,
smoking, non-smoking or specific-minority-group eating and drinking establishments. It is America
as grandpa knew it.

T he people who frequent this little establishment, begun by Bessie and Ray Walker 43 years ago,
will tell you that the food is fantastic and the people real.

I'll go along with both of those. T here are days in this tiny structure when every customer seems
to have a tattoo. Other times it looks like a sound stage. About six times a year movie crews come
in, move Bessie and her sister, Christine Price, aside, and shoot some television travesty that's
supposed to be taking place about 40 years ago.

T hey leave autographed pictures behind. Bessie, dressed this day in a black pantsuit, will tell you
she has a stack of those. She also has lots of IOUs from folks who couldn't pay.

It's like that commercial in which the guy says, "Parts is parts." T o Bessie and Christine, people is
people; neither takes guff from anyone or from each other. Heck, they've been involved in one
long argument since they left Oklahoma with their parents during the 1920s.

Here it was, early Monday morning, and already Christine has tossed out a tramp and fired a
waitress. Now she's sitting at a table smiling and going at it with her sister.

"I came down from San Francisco to help Bessie 23 years ago when her husband died," Christine



said, lighting an unfiltered Camel.

"It wasn't that long ago," Bessie replied, fingering the kind of outsized necklace one normally sees
worn with ball gowns. "Anyway, I'm the boss."

Don't doubt that. On many an occasion since the days when her seaman husband turned this walk-
up beer stand into a cafe, she has had to deal with drunken sailors, soldiers, stevedores and bikers.

"I've had them all through here," she says. "T hey come in waves. I have a younger crowd now, but
it doesn't matter. Someone steps out of line, I give them the look and they shut up. If they don't, I
walk over and tell them that they could be out of here faster than they came in."

T hey've never had to call the cops on the amazing mixture of humans that daily present
themselves for food and drink. Some days they stand 18 deep at the door waiting to be served by
the two women, who work most of the 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. shifts, seven days a week.

It seems that nothing can kill the place. It was thriving when the street cars passed and it's still
prospering decades after three blocks of their cliffside street fell into the sea.

A child walks up to show Bessie his new shoes.

"Don't get them dirty," she warns before turning back to the subject at hand. "People wonder why
we don't expand or go modern. T his place is out of control as it is, and besides, modernization
would spoil it.

"T hen they ask me why I don't retire. Why? I like working, I like the people. Heck, I started working
when I was 18 and never stopped yet."

Bessie has a work philosophy. When she parks her yellow Cadillac at the curb, she becomes a sort
of restaurant populist.

"People tell me this is like a pub, but I haven't ever seen a pub so I don't know. What I do is treat
people right no matter what color they are. Everybody's got feelings. I treat folks well and they
come back."

She also has a life philosophy.

"Life is life. You can make it good or bad, who's going to cry with you?"

One regular said the food here carries a certain warmth missing in chain restaurants.

Certainly, when the two women stop arguing long enough to pose for a picture, they put arms
tightly around each other.

T here's no fooling at Walker's Cafe.

It's a lot like the rock layers visible on the cliffs across the street, each reminding us that much has



come before us.

"You're still here, Bessie?" the oldtime sailors ask as they step into this time warp.

"Yeah, I'm still here," she replies, saying a lot more than even she probably knows.

CIT AT ION (MLA ST YLE)CIT AT ION (MLA ST YLE)

Bogert, John. "A slice of Americana at Walker's Cafe." Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA), sec. LOCAL, 13 Aug. 1985, p.
B1. NewsBank: America's News, infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?
p=NewsBank&docref=news/1134393FD77105B8. Accessed 15 Dec. 2021.

Copyrig ht (c) 1985, Daily Breeze, All Rig hts Reserved
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Good, hearty food at a cozy cafe  - Daily Breeze  (T orrance, CA) - Ap ril 17, 1998 - p age K38
April 17, 1998 | Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA) | JENNIE DOUGLAS | REVIEW | Pag e K38

Good, hearty foodGood, hearty food at a cozy cafe

Walker's Cafe in San Pedro is one of the last of an endangered species. It's that special type of
restaurant I am always seeking, but rarely find. T hey just don't seem to make them like Walker's
anymore.

Founded during the 1940s by Bessie Walker (still the manager, waitress and bouncer) and her late
husband, Ray, it's a place that has changed little over the years. T he sign over the door is faded
and worn, but the shapely mermaids are still discernible. And it's the mermaids that are featured on
the restaurant's colorful T -shirts.

T here's a counter with chromium stools, and tables made of shiny hatch covers, but the main
attraction is the collection of kitsch, probably the most complete in the country. Bessie will take
your order. After all these years she doesn't need to write anything down, but she does have to
consult with the cook. T he cook does not wear a Walker's T -shirt. Her shirt reads: "Sunset Grill,
Honolulu, Hawaii."

T he food here is extraordinarily good and cheap, and favorites often disappear early. T he evening
we visited the beef stew with sourdough bread, $3.50, was sold out, and we got the last bowl of
chili and beans, $2.50.

All of the food is prepared to order on the premises, and it actually tastes homemade. T hey're not
using any shortcuts or mixes here. Everything has been made from scratch, including the New
England clam chowder and the old-fashioned, hand-peeled French fries.

It makes a remarkable difference. Wait until you taste those French fries -- you'll understand
exactly what I mean. T he menu, mainly omelets and sandwiches, is not extensive, but they've
taken the time to do their best, and I doubt that their cooking methods have changed much during
the last 50 years.

T he lima bean soup with sourdough bread, $3, is a hearty, hefty meal all by itself. I imagine that the
last task of the night before locking up is to put the dried limas to soak. T his is a glorious soup,
packed with large, plump, pale limas, onions, celery and pieces of ham -- real ham.

I discovered a long time ago that the safest thing to order in an unfamiliar restaurant is plain, old
American chili and beans. At Walker's the chili and beans is made with two sturdy beans, pinto and
kidney, lots of crumbly hamburger and a healthy amount of a spirited chili powder.

My husband's meatloaf sandwich, $4, was a dandy. T he meatloaf, moist and juicy, was not at all
dry, a common failing, and there was lettuce and tomato plus a lavish application of mayo. T hey're
not skimping on anything. With the sandwich was a generous helping of potato salad, so good that
at the first bite, I instinctively looked for the hard-cooked egg. It wasn't there, but the salad was



nicely made with celery, pickle and purple onion, garnished with paprika.

I unwittingly hit the jackpot when I ordered the BLT A, $4, and it was obvious that Bessie approved
of my choice. T hey've only been making this one for the last 10 years, but it's a confirmed favorite
along with the popular Bessieburger, $4. It was a perfect sandwich. T he lettuce was fresh and
crisp, but not as crisp as the crunchy bacon, and I don't know when I've tasted a creamier avocado.
You need two hands to control this thick sandwich.

T here surely aren't many other restaurants like this one, and it would never do to start a chain.
T hat would defeat the entire purpose. Walker's Cafe is unique, a charming bit of genuine
Americana, and one of the few we have left.

REVIEW Walker's Cafe, 700 Paseo del Mar (end of Gaffey Avenue, across from Point Fermin
lighthouse), San Pedro, 833-3623. American. Lunch and dinner, T uesday through Sunday. Beer.
Street parking. No credit cards.
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DOUGLAS, JENNIE. "Good, hearty food at a cozy cafe." Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA), sec. ENTERTAINMENT, 17
Apr. 1998, p. K38. NewsBank: America's News, infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?
p=NewsBank&docref=news/1125B43429393900. Accessed 15 Dec. 2021.

Copyrig ht (c) 1998, Daily Breeze, All Rig hts Reserved



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) ·  4 Jul 2001, Wed ·  Page 65
Downloaded on Nov 15, 2021

Clipped By:
emmarault
Mon, Nov 15,

2021

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) ·  4 Jul 2001, Wed ·  Page 67
Downloaded on Nov 15, 2021

Clipped By:
emmarault
Mon, Nov 15,

2021

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



Camaraderie  a la carte  - Walker's o ld-time cafe  - Daily Breeze  (T orrance, CA) - Ap ril 8, 2002 - p age A1
April 8, 2002 | Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA) | Josh Grossberg  | NEWS | Pag e A1

Camaraderie a la carteCamaraderie a la carte Walker's old-time cafe serves more than food

He never should have crossed Bessie Mae Petersen.

As legend has it, Bessie Mae warned the leather-clad biker not to lean back in his chair. She was
well into her 80s at the time and a foot shorter than him, but she wasn't about to let anybody
damage the furniture.

When he failed to heed her warning, she kicked the chair out from under him, picked him up by the
ear and, ignoring his pleas for forgiveness, threw him onto the sidewalk.

Down at Walker's Cafe on Paseo del Mar in San Pedro, it didn't matter who you were or what you
looked like, good behavior was mandatory.

Even now, long after Petersen shuffled off this mortal coil and left the care of the place to her son,
Richard Brummett, after more than 50 years of serving burgers and cold beers to some of the
toughest-looking hombres to ride a motorcycle, the patrons at Walker's are still as polite as
tuxedoed guests at a debutante ball.

From the many black-and-white pictures of Petersen scattered around the walls and on the paper
menus of the tiny cafe, it seems that Bessie Mae's spirit still lingers and keeps a watchful eye on
her guests.

T here's Indian John -- a mute biker named for his Indian motorcycle -- wearing dirty jeans, a black
leather vest and an unkempt beard long enough to hide the scar across his neck. T he first time he
meets you, he shakes your hand. T he second time, he holds the door open for you like an old
friend.

And T aco Steve, who helps peel potatoes when the kitchen starts to run low on french fries.

And Harry O, who helps make sure there aren't any cigarette butts on the sidewalk out front.

Here at the southernmost restaurant at the southernmost tip of Los Angeles, these guys know
they've got something good and they don't want to lose it.

Outside the tiny stucco structure with its frayed awning is a peeling wooden sign with a pair of
scantily dressed mermaids, dolphin and swordfish. It's not much to look at, but for many, it's
home.

"It's biker haven and brotherly love," Indian John wrote on a small piece of paper. "It's a room with a
view."



A vast vista

And quite a view it is. Walker's offers a panorama of a park, an ocean, and on a clear day, a
commanding view of Santa Catalina Island. And given its location at the eastern hook of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula, diners are given something rare on the West Coast: A view of the sun rising over
the ocean.

"It's the best place in the entire world to work," said manager and cook Carol T edrow, who
prepares meals in a kitchen barely wide enough for one person on a stove no bigger than the kind
of space-saving appliance you'd expect to find in a bachelor apartment.

T here are only a few tables in the small restaurant, but most people seem to prefer hanging out
on the sidewalk where they can smoke and maybe hide a bottle of beer in their pocket. T he green-
and-white linoleum floor is faded with age and the walls are covered with pictures, gewgaws and
commemorative plates. An ancient refrigerator with glass doors lines the back wall.

Built in 1915, the restaurant was originally a turnaround station at the last stop for Los Angeles'
fabled Red Cars. An arched window, where patrons once bought tickets, now offers a view of the
restaurant's tiny kitchen. T he mechanic sheds are still out back, but now they're used for storage.
Sometimes they lock the gates and throw a private party back there.

"Every day I meet someone who says they ate here when they were kids," T edrow said. "A lot of
people grew up here."

And it was Bessie Mae Petersen who fed and sometimes disciplined most of them. Petersen
worked in nearly every cafe in San Pedro before opening her own restaurant with her husband, Ray
Walker, in 1946.

Walker, Petersen's second husband, was in the Navy at the time, stationed across the street at
Point Fermin when he discovered an opportunity to expand what was then a hole-in-the-wall tavern
named Cuddles.

T he couple worked -- and often slept -- at the tiny cafe, building it up until it became a local
mainstay, especially for military families stationed at nearby Fort MacArthur. When Walker died in
1958, Petersen carried on, teaching herself how to run the business. She later married and outlived
her next husband, Pete Petersen.

"She was a lady who was ahead of her time," T edrow said. "She wore husbands out."

Over the years, the cafe was immortalized in several movies, most notably "Chinatown." Dozens of
stars crossed the cafe's doorway, including Jack Nicholson, Dolly Parton and Lucille Ball.

If the rows of motorcycles out front give an idea of what kind of people eat at Walker's, that's not
the whole story. Yes, it's been a popular hangout for bikers, merchant marines, longshoremen,
stevedores and pile drivers for decades, but it's also a favorite pit stop for aerospace engineers
and families as well.



"T he food is good and the people are great," said San Pedro resident Norman Wilde. "Everybody
knows everybody else."

Regulars like to show the snapshots they took of the nuns who stopped by one day. Appreciating
the humor of standing together in their respective uniforms -- black leather chaps and black cloth
habits -- they all have big grins on their faces.

A meeting place

T he food may be good, but it's the people that keep bringing the customers back for more. T hey
greet each other with an affectionate "bro" and hug each other without embarrassment.

"It's like coming to grandma's house," said Sinbad, a retired merchant seaman. "I spent 30 years
traveling the West and this is my favorite place. We got a core group of regular people, but we've
also been getting a lot of yuppies these last couple of years."

T hese guys aren't angels. T hey annoy the neighbors with their noise and they've seemed to reach
a kind of uneasy detente with police. When they drive by, they do it slowly while officer and biker
exchange untrusting stares. And they've certainly had their scrapes with the law. And when they
did, Bessie Mae would often show up at jail with bail money, just as she would feed any hungry soul
who wandered into the place.

"I once had a, uh, little altercation at Shipwreck Joe's," said longtime patron Harry Ebers of a fight
he once got into at a local strip club. "And she was there to help."

But over the years, things have mellowed. Gray hair and grandchildren will do that to a fellow.

"It used to be a rowdy crew," said Dave Will, a retired aerospace engineer from Rancho Palos
Verdes.

"I remember people changing their baby's diapers on the tables," Ebers said. "Now those kids are
coming with kids of their own."

And the bane of Harley riders everywhere -- Japanese motorcycles -- are now hardly even noticed.

"Used to be in the old days, they wouldn't dare to park here," Ebers said.

But even in the old days, they took care not to break the shelf by the front door of the fragile
figurines that Bessie Mae collected over the years -- things like little dandy French boys holding
hankies and women waving fans.

If anybody should happen to have too many beers or get a little too boisterous, they'll get a little
talking to. T hey also keep an eye on the park across the street for any troublemakers.

"T his is the safest place in town," said Steve Hernandez, who came so often, he started dating
T edrow. Now they're living together.



T o say Walker's isn't a gang hangout isn't exactly true. Although members of some notorious
gangs stop by from time to time, the place has a crew of its own. Longtime patrons are given a
little rubber chicken to put on their motorcycle.

"T here's no place like this" Will said. "Where else can you go with a view like this, have a beer and
talk to people with the same interests?"

CIT AT ION (MLA ST YLE)CIT AT ION (MLA ST YLE)

Grossberg, Josh. "Camaraderie a la carte - Walker's old-time cafe serves more than food." Daily Breeze
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infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=NewsBank&docref=news/1124134B777D5E38.
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Colorful patrons have kept Walker's Cafe at Point
Fermin rolling since the 1930s  
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ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)  
[Audrey Brummett] and Richard Walker, as wife and husband, have run the roadside cafe since 1996, taking over

for Walker's mother Bessie Mae Petersen after her death. 

  

Proprietors of Walker's Cafe have poured beer and grilled burgers since the 1930s. The Point Fermin cafe, near the

southern tip of Gaffey Street, draws easy riders from across the country. They often motor in on Harleys on

weekend afternoons, parking their bikes in a line in front of the cafe, which overlooks Sunken City. 

  

Walker's lost one of its oldest customers earlier in the month, when Jim "Fly" Fleischbacker moved back to

Minnesota. Fleischbacker drank Budweisers and told naughty limericks at Walker's for more than 35 years. 

   
 
FULL TEXT 
At Walker's Cafe, San Pedro's iconic biker bar, everybody is welcome, and no one is safe. 

  

Whether she's balancing a long-filtered cigarette on her lip or sipping coffee from a blue espresso cup, Audrey

Brummett carries on the cafe's long-standing, and democratic tradition of tossing off friendly zingers at

customers. 

  

Doesn't matter if they're wearing a leather jacket or a tie. Brummett lets it fly. 

  

"Seamen, longshoreman, doctors," Brummett says, listing her targets. "They all come in here. I treat them all the

same." 

  

A nearby archway features a rectangular, brown sign that fits the take-no-guff mind-set: "In this joint, the customer

is always wrong." 

  

Yet the cafe also radiates the kind of cozy Americana that's mostly vanished from Los Angeles. 

  

Brummett and Richard Walker, as wife and husband, have run the roadside cafe since 1996, taking over for

Walker's mother Bessie Mae Petersen after her death. 

  

Proprietors of Walker's Cafe have poured beer and grilled burgers since the 1930s. The Point Fermin cafe, near the

southern tip of Gaffey Street, draws easy riders from across the country. They often motor in on Harleys on

weekend afternoons, parking their bikes in a line in front of the cafe, which overlooks Sunken City. 
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The cafe has become as indelible a part of the Point Fermin landscape as the landslide or Point Fermin Park. 

  

"It's a novel place to go," said Vicki McIntire, an activist who lives near the cafe. "It's all part of the Point Fermin

ambiance. It needs to stay there." 

  

Petersen no longer runs the cafe, but her presence can't be missed, especially with two black-and-white

photographs hanging above the bar -- in one, she straddles a Harley hog surrounded by leather-jacketed bikers. 

  

Customers refer to Petersen reverently. Her friendly, iron- willed ways kept them coming back, even if she's no

longer there to greet them. 

  

"The beer used to be a dollar and a quarter," said Robert "Row" Brown. "Then Richard came along." 

  

Now, it's $2 for a bottle and still one of the best bargains in town. 

  

The cafe's throw-back atmosphere makes walking inside feel like taking steps back to an earlier, more down-home

time. 

  

You can still order many of the menu items available when the Walkers opened their cafe in the early 1940s. 

  

Various hamburgers and sandwiches appear in neatly painted red and green lettering on the original menu board

that still hangs above the bar. The "Bessie Burger," a double cheeseburger and fries, is still the most popular item. 

  

Prices have risen. 

  

"You used to be able to get a beer and a hamburger for 25 cents," Richard Walker said. "Now, it's $5.40. The beer is

extra." 

  

Walker pulls the chilled bottles out of an old glass-doored refrigerator, its white paint chipped around the edges

from frequent use. 

  

Knotted-wood tables dot the cafe; their tops lacquered to guard against the salty air and fog that blows through

the open doors from the nearby coastline. 

  

Ceramic knickknacks and commemorative plates from around the world hang on the walls. 

  

A San Pedro artist once drew the familiar cartoon characters painted on the inside walls. 

  

At Walker's, characters also walk through the swinging front porch doors. They're often remembered by their

colorful nicknames. 

  

Remember "Yellow Man," who dressed in one color? How about "Scooter," the boy who lived in a car? Or "The

Nuclear Whino," who said he had an engineering degree and wore suits. 

  

"He dressed up every day," Brummett said. "Come in here and drink his wine." 

  

Walker's lost one of its oldest customers earlier in the month, when Jim "Fly" Fleischbacker moved back to
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Minnesota. Fleischbacker drank Budweisers and told naughty limericks at Walker's for more than 35 years. 

  

Before he left, a woman, who declined to give her name told on him: "Fly always offered to take your picture." 

  

"Nude portraits are my specialty," Fleischbacker shot back. "Polaroids. I'm an amateur photographer." 

  

The portly, bearded Fleischbacker drank sodas at his going-away party. Fleischbacker remembers Bessie fondly. 

  

"She was a crusty, old gal," Fleischbacker said. "If you were in here causing trouble, she had a bat and would hit

you in the head." 

  

Things haven't changed much since then. 

  

Every so often, neighbors complain about revving motorcycles and the occasional bar brawl. 

  

"I lead a quiet life and try to keep the trouble down," Richard said. 

  

Walker's sits near the Point Fermin cliffs, a familiar landmark linking generations of motorcycle-loving riders from

near and far. 

  

Brown remembers buying ice cream cones in the 1960s. Soldiers from Fort MacArthur would shoo him away from

the bar area. 

  

"I've been coming here since I was 9, 10 years old," Brown said. "It's the kind of place that when you die, you ask

them to drop your ashes out there."CYCLEOF LIFESATURDAY, APRIL 23, 20055118more52moreSATURDAY, APRIL

23, 2005FROM THE COVER 
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SAN PEDRO - Walker’s Cafecontinues to  thrive  - Daily Breeze  (T orrance, CA) - Ap ril 9, 2017 - p age 3
April 9, 2017 | Daily Breeze (Torrance, CA) | Article | Pag e 3

Blog: SOUT H BAY HIST ORY

T he skinny: Walker's Cafe and Grill once housed a turnaround station at the end of the Pacific
Avenue Red Car line. It was converted into a tavern, which Ray Walker and his wife, Bessie Mae
Petersen, bought and turned into Walker's in 1946. T he modest diner was a hit and has served
local residents, sailors, dockworkers and bikers for 71 years.

blogs.dailybreeze.com/history
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APPENDIX 5. WALKER’S CAFÉ IN THE POPULAR IMAGINATION  

 
Selected Movies and TV Shows 
 
Movies 
Biker Boyz (2003) 
Chinatown (1974) 
Deported (2020) 
Gods and Monsters (1998) 
Inherent Vice (2014) 
Lovesick (2014) 
Who Is the Black Dahlia? (1975) 
 
TV Shows 
Animal Kingdom (2016) 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer (1997)  
Dynasty (2017) 
Criminal Minds (2005) 
Mad Men (2007) 
Melrose Place (1992) 
Perry Mason (2020) 
TJ Hooker (1982)  
 
 

 
 
  Chinatown. Directed by Roman Polanski, performances by Jack Nicholson and Faye Dunaway,                     
…………………………………….Paramount Pictures, 1974. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Chinatown. Directed by Roman Polanski, performances by Jack Nicholson and Faye Dunaway, 
Paramount Pictures, 1974.  

 
 

 

 
Gods and Monsters. Directed by Bill Condon, performances by Ian McKellen, Brendan Fraser, 

Lynn Redgrave and Lolita Davidovich. Lions Gate Films, 1998. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Rolin Jones and Ron Fitzgerald, creators. Perry Mason. HBO, 2020.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Inherent Vice. Directed by Paul Thomas Anderson, performances by Joaquin Phoenix, Josh 
Brolin and Owen Wilson. Warner Bros. Pictures, 2014. 

 

 

 



 

Tom Phillips, Walker’s Café. n.d. Oil on canvas. eBay, 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/174417647245. Accessed 10 December 2021.  

 
 

 
 

Albert Mulvey, Walker’s Café. 1977. Lithograph. Private collection, shared in “Filmed in San 
Pedro & Wilmington CA” Facebook group.  
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Carol Cottone-Kolthoff, Walker’s Café, n.d. Watercolor. Art of Carol Cottone-Kolthoff, 
https://www.cottoneart.com/. Accessed 10 December 2021. 

 

 
 

Tuco Hernandez. Walker’s Café. n.d. Pencil drawing. Private collection, shared on Facebook.  
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E. Bond, Walker’s Café. n.d. Oil on canvas. Private collection of Angela Romero. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Saskia Vogel, Permission. 2019. Toronto, Ontario: Coachhouse Books. Pp. 49–50.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sunday afternoon and I ain’t got nowhere to go 
So I think I’ll just pick up my blues guitar 
And play just a little more now 
sit underneath the shade of a big tree 
right across from the café 
with sweet ole Bessie Mae 
handing me my beers just about every day 
I got it made in the shade and it happens just about every day 
With my blues guitar in my hand underneath the sun 
Till the stars come up in the morning 
I’ve got it made now, got it made in the shade, alright yeah 
I got a sweet old lady, she’s the apple of my eye 
I never ever have to worry, about some other guy 
She’s got a red dress on and high heels too 
She’ll turn around and boogaloo for you 
Every time she turns around baby 
She makes a livin’ mess right outta you 
I got it made in the shade and it happens just about every day 
with my blues guitar in my hands 
with a drink underneath the stars 
till the sun comes up in the mornin’ 
I got it made now, I got it made in the shade, alright yeah 
I got it made now, I got it made in the shade, alright now, that’s right 
Now little Bessie Mae, now she’s about 80 years old 
with a black dress on and white pearls 
around her neck, now you know 
she got her hair done up right at the salon today 
If she sees you standin’ there man 
Guaranteed to take of you ok 
I got it made now in the shade and it happens just about every day 
with my blues guitar in my hands, with a drink underneath the stars 
till the star in the mornin’ come around now 
I got it made now hum 
I got it made in the shade alright now 
Hum hum, that’s right now, whew-whew 
I got it made now 
With my number one fan man 
made in the shade, that’s right 
you know what I’m talking about 
I got it made in the shade, hum hum 
Got it made in the shade now 
 
Shane O’Brien, “Made in the Shade,” 2000. 
https://www.soundclick.com/music/songInfo.cfm?songID=9503818 Accessed 10 December 
2021. 

https://www.soundclick.com/music/songInfo.cfm?songID=9503818
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      Residential Market Area Low

      Non-Residential Market Area Medium

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Not Eligible

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone Active: Angels Gate Park
Active: Point Fermin Park

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 7467029016

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 BRUMMETT,RICHARD D TR BRUMMETT TRUST

      Address 4078  MARLETTE AVE 
YUBA CITY CA 95993

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner BRUMMETT, RICHARD D. (ET AL) (TRS) RICHARD D. & AUDREY M.
BRUMMETT REV TRUST UDT DTD 2-26-98

      Address 4078  MARLETTE AVE 
YUBA CITY CA 95991

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.145 (ac)

 Use Code 1100 - Commercial - Store - One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $41,441

 Assessed Improvement Val. $18,911

 Last Owner Change 04/10/2014

 Last Sale Amount $0

 Tax Rate Area 14

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 584673

  1935686

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1936

      Building Class D5

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 1

      Building Square Footage 763.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 7467029016]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone Dual Permit Jurisdiction Area

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site Methane Buffer Zone

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes
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 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 3.6691824

      Nearest Fault (Name) Palos Verdes Fault Zone

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 3.00000000

      Slip Geometry Right Lateral - Strike Slip

      Slip Type Moderately Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 90.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.30000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Los Angeles Housing Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website https://housing.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 7467029016]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau South

           Division / Station Harbor

                Reporting District 587

 Fire Information  

      Bureau South

           Batallion 6

                District / Fire Station 48

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-23923

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): CONTINUATION OF CPC-23923.  SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.

Case Number: CPC-2019-7393-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT

Case Number: CPC-2009-1557-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): SAN PEDRO COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: CPC-2005-8252-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: CPC-2000-4046-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1990-190-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): PROCEEDINGS RE-INITIATED TO CHANGE THE ZONE ON ALL COMMERCIAL ZONES TO |Q|C2 AND |Q|C1 AND ALL OTHER
ZONES TO |Q|RD1.5 GENERALLY ON PROPERTIES WITHIN 150 FT EAST AND WEST OF PACIFIC AVE. FROM OLIVER ST. TO
HAMILTON AVE. TO RESTRICT USES, DENSITIES, INTENSITIES AND DESIGN; AND PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONE CHANGES
FOR THE SAN PEDRO COMMUNITY AS REQUIRED BY ORDINANCE NO. 165,352

Case Number: CPC-1982-30149-A

Required Action(s): A-PRIVATE STREET MODIFICATIONS (1ST REQUEST)

Project Descriptions(s): SPECIFIC PLAN/LOCAL COAST PROGRAM/ZONE CHANGE FOR THE SAN PEDRO COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: ENV-2019-7394-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT

Case Number: ENV-2017-2502-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

Case Number: ENV-2009-1558-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): SAN PEDRO COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2001-846-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-170032-SA3270

ORD-166352

ORD-161185

ORD-161184

ORD-129279

ND-77-449-CZ
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 12/23/2021
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 700 W PASEO DEL MAR Tract: PECK'S OCEAN VIEW TRACT Zoning: R1-1XL

APN: 7467029016 Block: 7 General Plan: Low II Residential

PIN #: 003B197    94 Lot: 15  

 Arb: None  
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