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HISTORY 

The CLR was founded in 1985 as an effort to establish close collabora(on between DePaul University 

and Chicago's diverse La(no communi(es under the ins(tu(onal recogni(on of the importance of  

the history, culture, and society of La(no popula(ons in the United States and the greater  

hemisphere. Since its incep(on the Center has generated and produced research, publica(ons, video 

and digital archives, on La(no communi(es in Chicago, the na(on, and occasionally on segments of 

La(n America. The Center sponsors collabora(ve ventures and special speakers (ar(sts, scholars,  

ac(vists and community leaders), and hosts exhibits, film and drama(c events, has spearheaded oral 

history projects and par(cipated in community venues that lay a founda(on for further research and 

outreach. Since 1997 CLR has published the journal Diálogo. In 2003 the CLR Faculty Fellows program 

was launched, three fellowships are awarded each year. These efforts bring the community to the 

university and the university to the community, enriching the learning experience of DePaul’s  

students, and people of all ethnici(es. 

 

 

 

MISSION 

The Center for La(no Research (CLR) reflects the commitment of DePaul University to extend  

classroom learning and research to public and community service. CLR’s primary goals are to open 

and sustain dialogues, to invest in the empowerment and recogni(on of La(no communi(es while 

crea(ng learning and research opportuni(es for scholars, and to forge collabora(ons with local,  

na(onal, and interna(onal partners. 
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 With several new steering commi�ee members and a new director, the   

  Center for La(no Research launched the 2010-11 academic year imbued  

 with energy and ideas. During summer we completed redesign work on  

 the CLR website—prepared by the CLR office manager Cris(na Rodríguez 

 —and CLR Director submi�ed proposals to the Office of Ins(tu(onal  

 Diversity & Equity (OIDE) annual open call for events featured in the  

              President’s Signature Series. Two CLR events were selected for  

sponsorship and inclusion on the calendar of this significant lecture series: these were the Center’s 

new forum in Winter Quarter, and 25th anniversary celebra(ons in Spring, each discussed below. 
 

During Fall Quarter the transcrip(on process was completed on the Oral Histories project, the Mirta 

Ramírez Collec�on, a significant endeavor now archived in the La(n American and La(no Studies  

Archives, DePaul Libraries. The Director a�ended the annual Mole Fes(val held by Universidad  

Popular in Li�le Village to meet organizers, and several steering commi�ee members and the Director 

a�ended a special speaking engagement at DePaul by La(n American philosopher Enrique Dussel, an 

event organized by the Center for World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology, and for which CLR 

Assistant Director María Ochoa created the announcement flyer. 
 

Lano Breakfast 

Since its crea(on three years ago by the Center for Intercultural Programming (CIP), we have helped 

co-sponsor an annual “La(no” Archbishop Oscar Romero Breakfast on September 15th, the featured 

speaker this year well-known La(na drama(st Josefina Lopez. She also provided an in(mate noon 

workshop for students, which students in Drama, English and La(no Studies found especially  

meaningful and delighSul. 
 

Collaboraons 

Highly important to the Center for La(no Research is its co-sponsorship of events with other  

departments and centers across the university, to further foment La(no research and awareness of 

crucial community issues. We helped contribute to the Geography Department’s showing of the  

documentary Living Juárez, and the Peace, Jus(ce & Conflict Studies Program, which hosted a stop for 

speakers in a tour, “Social Jus(ce and Social Change: Cuba and Venezuela.” The events were  

announced on our community listserv.  
 

Diálogo 

In January, the Center for La(no Research hosted the annual recep(on for release of its new issue of 

the journal Diálogo #13, with invited special ar(st in the issue, Miki’ala Catalfano present, who  

provided a few examples of her work in exhibit, as well as local ar(st and musician in the Na(ve 

American Church, Tomás Ramírez. Guest Editor and LST professor Sylvia Escárcega provided an  

overview of ideas that brought forth this special issue on indigeneity in the Americas. Some  

contributors to the journal were also present to share their perspec(ves.  
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During Spring new Editorial Board members were contacted and recruited for the journal, some of 

these will be present at the Diálogo #14 recep(on. The focus and content of this issue represents a 

collabora(ve project between Guest Editor and DePaul Sociology professor José Soltero, with Allert 

Brown-Gort, Associate Director, Ins(tute for La(no Studies, Notre Dame University, and a great array 

of contributors. 
 

Major Events 

Many large events were co-sponsored during the year, in the Fall the first biannual Cri(cal Mixed Race 

Studies Conference, organized by professors Camilla Fojas in La(n American and La(no Studies and 

Laura Kina in Art, Media & Design, held on campus and a�ended by 450 scholars from throughout the 

na(on, and which produced great enthusiasm for con(nuance.  
 

In February the CLR launched a new annual forum, "Current Issues in La(no USA," with 90 

a�endees.  The panel of local experts on youth, Chicago metro area, and socio-poli(cal issues  

included Alejandro Escalona, Sun Times newspaper columnist, Susana Figueroa, Community Liaison 

Coordinator for the Waukegan Mayor's Office, and Abraham Velázquez Tello, who launched the 

online magazine for 20-something La(nos, Gozamos.com in 2009. Each of these speakers has lived in 

Chicago for more than 20 years: Escalona addressed trends in La(no entrepreneurship as well as  

educa(onal pursuit, recent changes reflected in the new Census (especially reloca(on to suburbs by 

La(nos), and possible trends for the near future. Figueroa provided a close-up look at prac(ces and 

needs in elementary school and communi(es through the example of Waukegan, as a microcosm of 

many ci(es of US, where popula(on boom and a lack of resources is being felt. Velázquez Tello shared 

personal insights of a recent college graduate, and his purpose and plans for the online magazine.  
 

The Center for La(no Research works closely with the Celebración de Nuestra América commi�ee, 

this year’s programming included keynote talks, with a lunch(me workshop for faculty the next day, 

by the following experts in La(no Studies: speaker Arlene Dávila, organized by LST professor Lourdes 

Torres; speakers José Limón, and Alicia Schmidt-Camacho, organized by English prof Bill Johnson-

González; a documentary film and keynote talk by Florencia Mallón, organized by History professors 

Ana Schaposchnik and Juan Mora-Torres.  
 

A highlight of the year was a special screening of the Oliver Stone film South of the Border, with  

special guest speaker Argen(ne producer Fernando Sulichín. Primary funds and co-sponsorship was 

shared by the Center, the College of Digital Media, and the Nuestra América series, with funding help 

from the History Dept., Modern Languages, and Art, Media & Design. Very significant to making  

contact with Sulichín for this event was the early and con(nuous involvement of CDM professor Ron 

Fernández. Held on May 6th in the new CDM auditorium in the Loop, this event was of great interest 

to students, who sought advice from Sulichín on breaking into film produc(on and wri(ng, as well as 

ques(ons on La(n America.  
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The CLR was a primary sponsor of several events held in Spring:  

• The annual Poetry Fes�val/Poesía en abril, organized each year by Spanish professor Juanita 

Goergen. The fourth year of the fes(val, 15 poets from La(n America provided readings from their 

works, eminent poet Pedro Lastra received a life(me recogni(on award, and the event received 

very posi(ve news coverage in the Spanish-speaking community. 
 

• The two-day conference, “Arizona Burning: Inmigración y derechos humanos”, held at Casa  

Michoacán and the DePaul-Loop campus in May, organized by Associate Professor Sonia Soltero in 

Educa(on, provided a forum for discussion around new police ques(oning laws in Arizona as well 

as the ethnic studies banning debate. 
 

• The annual Conversa�on series organized by Women’s Center Director Elsa Saeta and English prof 

Bill Johnson-González this year was a provoca(ve and delighSul event, featuring fic(on writers 

Dorothy Allison and Manuel Muñoz. 
 

• A conference “Educa(on Across Borders,” organized by Spanish Professor María Beltrán-Vocal, 

held at Casa Michoacán and DePaul Loop campus, in early June. It featured panels on the  

elementary educa(on process in both Mexico and the US: moderators included DePaul’s Associate 

Director of Global Ini(a(ves Esther Quintero and the CLR Director, and panelist Bill Johnson-

González. 
 

• Funds provided toward the annual César Chávez Service Day organized by Steans Center Associate 

Director Marisol Morales, who brought in special student speakers from Puerto Rico, who  

addressed tui(on hikes and crises in higher educa(on. 
 

25
th

 Anniversary 

With prepara(ons underway throughout the year, the major event of the year was CLR’s silver  

anniversary celebra(on: an extensive exhibit of historical ar(facts and documents, mounted in the 

exhibit area/main entrance to the DePaul Library-Lincoln Park campus, with a forum of special speak-

ers at the exhibit opening, followed by a gala recep(on. Speakers included early CLR Director Félix  

Padilla, first Asst.Director Marisa Alicea (now Dean of the School for New Learning), second 

Asst.Director Mervin Mendez, who helped coordinate some of the Center’s first Oral Histories  

projects, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences Chuck Suchar, DePaul Provost Helmut Epp,  

DePaul alum and early CLR Student Assistant Victoria Romero, La(no Studies professor Lourdes 

Torres, Steans Center Assoc. Director Marisol Morales, Spanish professor Juanita Goergen, and  

Contra�empo Editor Moira Pujols, as well as current CLR Director and Asst. Diector. The forum and 

evening recep(on were well a�ended. 
 

CLR Fellows 

One of the most significant func(ons of the CLR is its process that selects and supports Research fel-

lowships for DePaul faculty each year. Now in its 8th year since incep(on, faculty members selected 

for next academic year are Drs. Bill Johnson-González from English, Tom Krainz from History, and Pro-

fessor Bibiana Suárez from Art History.  
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Two CLR Fellows had not yet presented their research from the 2009-10 year, Drs. Rocio Ferreira and 

Winifred Curran, shared fascina(ng  presenta(ons on their projects during Fall 2010, and two Fellows 

from the 2010-11 year presented their research this Spring: Drs. Antonio Polo and Blackhawk  

Hancock. All sessions were well-a�ended by students and faculty. The third 2010-11 CLR Fellow, Dr. 

Jason Goulah, will provide his presenta(on this coming Fall. 
 

Other Acvies 

In early Spring the CLR Director par(cipated in a panel and roundtable conversa(on at Northeastern 

University, during the annual conference of the Illinois La(no Council of Higher Educa(on (ILACHE).  
 

Working with José Perales in the Office of Ins(tu(onal Diversity & Equity (OIDE), the CLR Director 

spearheaded a call and mee(ngs to form a La(no Affinity Group on campus. Mee(ngs were held in 

the CLR conference room, then the Steans Center, Marisol Morales joining the organizing impetus. 

The new group planned a networking event recep(on, from there a commi�ee to write Bylaws in 

June.  Now founded, this organiza(on, (tled La(nos Empowered at DePaul (LEAD), with interim  

co-chairs Marisol Morales and Elizabeth Mar(nez, and will prepare a slate for elec(ons, and call for 

membership in Fall 2011. 
  

In other projects, the Center for La(no Research con(nues to support the Newberry Library with a 

small contribu(on each year toward their Borderlands and La(n American Studies seminar series, we 

contributed to the annual banquet for 25th anniversary of the Illinois Council for Immigra(on &  

Refugee Rights (ICIRR), to the DePaul student group BAILE for their performance, to the annual 

La(na/o  Gradua(on Banquet (held on campus since 1997), and as the year drew to a close, we were 

pleased to respond to an appeal from the local Mujeres en Acción chapter, to help toward prin(ng of 

an extensively prepared report on Chicago La(na Queer Women (wri�en by professor Lourdes 

Torres). This Fall the Center will host a panel presenta(on about this process.  
  

In regard to the Center’s publica(ons, a handsome new brochure was designed and created early this 

academic year, the first new brochure in several years. In addi(on, a�en(on is called to the extremely 

elegant and beau(ful Invita(on to the 25th anniversary forum, created by CLR Assistant Director,  

María Isabel Ochoa, as well as arSully designed flyers for the South of the Border event, and the  

recep(on for Diálogo #13. 
 

We look forward to new partnerships in the year ahead, and the con(nued success of collabora(ve 

spirit and resolve toward promo(ng greater understanding of La(no popula(ons and experience. 
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CLR STEERING COMMITTEE 

Windsor Aguirre, Assistant Professor, Biological Sciences, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

René de los Santos,  Assistant Professor, Wri�ng, Rhetoric, and Discourse, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Ronald Fernandez, Assistant Professor, Cinema & Interac�ve Media, College of Compu�ng & Digital Media, 2010-13 

Rocio Ferreira, Associate Professor, Modern Languages, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Camilla Fojas, Professor, La�n American and La�no Studies, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Juana Goergen, Associate Professor, Modern Languages, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Bill Johnson-Gonzalez, Assistant Professor, English, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Luis Larrea, Instructor, Marke�ng, College of Commerce, 2010-13 

Jennifer Mata,  Assistant Professor, Early Childhood Educa�on, College of Educa�on, 2010-13 

Juan Mora-Torres, Associate Professor, History, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

Elizabeth Or(z, Vice President, Office of Ins�tu�onal Diversity and Equity (Ex Officio) 

Kimberlee Perez, Instructor, Intercultural Communica�on, College of Communica�on, 2010-13 

Esther Quinter-Guzman, Associate Director, Global Ini�a�ves (Ex Officio) 

Sonia Soltero, Associate Professor, Bilingual -Bicultural Educa�on, College of Educa�on, 2010-11 

Bibiana Suarez, Professor, Art, Media & Design, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-12 

Lourdes Torres, Professor, La�n American and La�no Studies, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, 2010-13 

 

 

STAFF 

Elizabeth C. Mar(nez, Director and Editor, Diálogo Journal 

María Isabel Ochoa, Assistant Director and Managing Editor, Diálogo Journal 

Cris(na Rodriguez, Budget & Office Manager and Circula�on Manager, Diálogo Journal 

Cesar Alanis, Student Staff, Center for La�no Research & La�n American and La�no Studies  

Mayra I. Alanis, Student Staff, Center for La�no Research & La�n American and La�no Studies 

Jovani Perez, Student Staff, Center for La�no Research & La�n American and La�no Studies 
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This year we commemorated CLR’s 25th anniversary 

with an exhibit of photographs and archived material 

highligh(ng the various speakers, events, oral history 

and research projects conducted throughout the  

Center’s history.  Speakers invited to par(cipate during 

the forum for the exhibit opening spoke to the early 

and recent endeavors in the Center’s legacy.   

Top row (leB to right):  Marisa Alicea, Dean of School for New  

Learning; Victoria Romero, DePaul B.A. ‘94 Alum; Felix Padilla,  

previous CLR Director; Provost Helmut Epp; Charles Suchar, Dean 

of College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Mervin Mendez, previous 

CLR Assistant Director.   

 

BoIom row (leB to right):  Juana Goergen, CLR Steering  

CommiIee; Lourdes Torres, CLR Steering CommiIee; Marisol 

Morales, Associate Director of Steans Center; and Elizabeth C. 

Mar�nez, current CLR Director. 
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CLR Director, Elizabeth C. Mar�nez; Dean Charles 

Suchar; and  Jacqueline Lazú, Director of  

Community Service Studies. 

Ronald Fernandez, Asst. Professor of Cinema & 

Interac�ve Media and current member of CLR 

Steering CommiIee; VP of Ins�tu�onal Diversity 

and Equity, Elizabeth Or�z; and CLR Director, 

Elizabeth C. Mar�nez. 

Lourdes Torres, current member of CLR Steering 

CommiIee; Diego Figueroa, DePaul B.S. ‘10  

Alum and previous student staff of CLR and La�n 

American & La�no Studies; and CLR Director 

Elizabeth C. Mar�nez. 

Dean of College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 

Charles Suchar.   

Dean of School for New Learning, Marisa Alicea. 

Alicea  was the first Assistant Director of CLR and 

the first Managing Editor of Diálogo. 

Sociologist and Independent Writer, Felix Padilla.  

Padilla served as CLR Director during 1988 - 

1992, and was the creator/editor of the La�no 

Studies Journal, a precursor to today’s Diálogo. 
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Associate Professor of Modern Languages, Juana 

Goergen.  Goergen has served as a member of 

CLR’s Steering CommiIee since 1996 and is  

currently Poetry Editor of Diálogo Journal.   

Moira Pujols, Execu�ve Director of Contra�empo, 

NFP.  Founded in 2004. Contra�empo has  

become the epicenter of Spanish literature/

culture in Chicago and a long-�me community 

partner of CLR. 

Marisol Morales, Associate Director of the Irwin 

W. Steans Center for Community-based Service 

Learning and DePaul Alum (B.A. ‘97 & M.A. ‘06).  

Morales worked at CLR as a Student Research 

Assistant, 1995 - 1997. 

Vincent de Paul Professor of La�n American and 

La�no Studies, Lourdes Torres.  Torres served as 

CLR Interim Director during academic year 2009 - 

2010 and has been a member of CLR’s Steering 

CommiIee since 2001.   

Mervin Mendez, Department of Human Services 

liaison at YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago,  

Humboldt Park.  CLR Assistant Director and  

Managing Editor of Diálogo, 1990-1999. 

Victoria Romero, Public Health Administrator for 

Chicago’s Department of Public Health.  In 1994, 

Romero received her B.A. degree from DePaul 

University.  As a student , Romero par�cipated in 

CLR’s La�no Leadership Opportunity Program. 
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Cesar Alanis, student staff at CLR, assis�ng CLR 

community partners. 

María Isabel Ochoa, current Assistant Director of 

CLR with jazz band, ZZAJE.   

TEXT 

Provost Helmut Epp delivering closing remarks 

during exhibit opening of CLR’ s 25th Anniversary 

Exhibit.  The Office of the Provost currently  

sponsors the produc�on of Diálogo Journal. 

Lourdes Torres, Mervin Mendez, and Dean 

Charles Suchar conversing at the conclusion of 

CLR’s 25th Anniversary Exhibit Opening. 

DePaul Faculty and Staff arriving to Cortelyou 

Commons for CLR’s 25th Anniversary Recep�on.  

Issues of Diálogo on display for aIendees to  

take. 
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CENTER FOR LATINO RESEARCH 

HIGHLIGHTS & MILESTONES 

FIRST DECADE 1985 - 1995 

Inaugura(ng Director, Center for Hispanic Research, business Professor Armando Triana (1985-88) 

Second Director, sociologist Félix Padilla (1988-92) 

Name change to Center for La(no Research 

CLR is a founding partner in the Midwest Consor(um for La(no Research, 1988-99 

Third Director, historian Félix Masud-Piloto (1992-2009) 

Información La�na (community newsle�er/magazine) published, 1992-97 

By student ini(a(ve, the DePaul InterCultural Center is launched, 1994 

Oral Histories project, Chicago Young Lords, begun 

Prominent speakers include recent Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchú, and Labor Rights Ac(vists  

 Dolores Huerta and César Chávez 

SECOND DECADE 1995 - 2005 

Ford Founda(on La(no Leadership Opportunity Program grants ($188,000 over six years) 

La(no Studies Visi(ng Scholars/Professors series in collabora(on with Egan Center, 1994-1999 

Collabora(on forged with La(n American Studies Program, Juana Goergen and Rose Spalding, co-directors 

The journal Diálogo launched in 1997, now publishing 14th issue 

By student ini(a(ve, the annual La(na/o Gradua(on Banquet was launched in 1997 

Oral Histories project, La�no Homelessness with Chicago Coali(on for the Homeless, 1997-98 

Community partnerships forged with Pilsen Alliance, Casa Michoacán, Universidad Popular 

Oral Histories project Mexican Chicago begun with Casa Aztlán, by history professor Juan Mora-Torres 

LST launches Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz Writer-in-Residence posi(on, 2000 

CLR Faculty Fellows program ins(tuted, 2003 

Move to new office suite, shared by CLR and LST, 2003 

Oral Histories project Chicago Young Lords completed, archived DePaul Libraries 

THIRD DECADE 2005-present 

Partnership with DePaul Steans Center for annual César Chávez Service Day 

Major conference, Struggles for Social Jus�ce & Equality in the US and La�n America 

Co-sponsor, Theatrical play, El Bloque: A Young Lords Story, by Jacqueline Lazú 

Co-sponsor, Musical play, Gracias Rafael, Tribute to major Puerto Rican composer 

Oral Histories project, Immigra�on March of 2006 & 2008 

Fundraiser, Casa Juan Diego in Pilsen 

Fundraisers for Contra�empo community newspaper, 2004/2005 

Poetry Fes(val launched in partnership with Contra�empo, 2008 

Fourth Director (Interim), La(n American and La(no Studies professor Lourdes Torres (2009-10) 

Oral Histories project Mirta Ramírez papers completed, archived DePaul Libraries 

La(no Breakfast, September 15th, launched in co-sponsorship with DePaul InterCultural Center, 2009 

Poet, Ac(vist Luzma Umpierre’s Papers donated, archived DePaul Libraries 

Fi^h Director, La(n American and La(no Studies professor Elizabeth C. Mar<nez (2010-present) 

Annual Forum, Current Issues in La�no USA launched, 2011 
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Three fellowships are awarded to DePaul faculty each academic year (Autumn, Winter, and Spring 

quarters); consis(ng of a one-quarter, two-course teaching load reduc(on. Each award is expected to 

result in tangible outcomes from the faculty member’s research. This may include a published ar(cle, 

visual documenta(on, and public presenta(on of the research findings. Fellows are also encouraged 

to edit special edi(ons of Diálogo focusing on their research interest. Upon comple(on of the fellow-

ship, we request that faculty submit to CLR a comprehensive set of research findings and their work in

-progress, as well as, any other final outcomes. The work will become part of the CLR library and the 

La(no Archives in the Richardson Library. 

Jason Goulah, Faculty Fellow 2010 - 2011 

Assistant Professor of Bilingual-Bicultural Educa�on | College of Educa�on 
 

Soka Educa�on in La�n America: A Case Study in Brazil Soka Elementary School and Brazil Soka 

Kindergarten 
 

Research examines how teachers in Brazil Soka Kindergarten and Elementary School ar(culate and 

demonstrate soka (literally, “value crea(on”) educa(on in praxis in a La(n American context and, 

through it, how they ar(culate and cul(vate students’ academic achievement, language acquisi(on 

(literacy and numeracy, in par(cular), value crea(on, development and happiness.  Empirical  

research on Brazil’s Soka Schools does not exist in extant literature.  Using an ethnographic case 

study model, five to seven par(cipants will be interviewed and daily classroom-based observa(ons 

will be conducted. 
 

Presenta�on: Thursday, September 29, 2011 at 12:00pm 

Black Hawk Hancock, Faculty Fellow 2010 - 2011 

Assistant Professor of Sociology | College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

Converging Cultures: La�no Culture(s) Role in Defining Chicago’s Haute-Cuisine 
 

Research will examine elite La(no chefs and elite La(no restaurants and how they serve as an entry 

point into much broader and significant cultural ques(ons: How do your understandings of ethnicity, 

authen�city, and culture come through the ways that people use food to make sense out of  

themselves and others socially and poli�cally (through the forms of cultural produc�on, performance, 

circula�on, consump�on and understanding of iden�ty)? Food serves as an ideal medium through 

which to explore the cultural imagina(on, as well as an opening to pursue cultural apprecia(on.  This 

study of cultural produc(on and cultural dis(nc(on proceeds from the inside out, by exploring the 

tensions and contrac(ons of elite cultural producers and their role in defining what counts, is  

marketed, and presented as La(no culture within the world of Chicago’s Haute-Cuisine. 

Presenta�on: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at 12:00pm 

Antonio Polo, Faculty Fellow 2010 - 2011 

Assistant Professor of Psychology | College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

Improving the Health Literacy and Connec�on of La�no Families Referred to Mental Health Services 
 

The goal of this research is to develop a 4-session program called “RQP-DECIDE-Parent”, designed to 

improve the reten(on rates of youth referred to community mental health agencies and the connec-

(on of La(no families to these agencies and their providers.  The program will teach parent to a) 

iden(fy their needs and those of their children; b) ask ques(ons to reveal their choices and increase 

their health literacy; and c) become ac(vely involved with their providers and develop collabora(ve 

rela(onships.  

Presenta�on: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 at 1:00pm 
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Winifred Curran, Faculty Fellow 2009 - 2010 

Associate Professor of Geography | College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

Class is in Session: Gentrifica�on, Race, and the Ba7le over Schools in Pilsen 
 

There is a current debate over educa(on and how it is racialized and classed in response to the gentrifica(on of the city.  

Through collabora(on with grassroot organiza(ons, the Pilsen Alliance and the Grassroots Educa(on Movement,  

interviews were conducted with community members and educa(ons, as well as engage in discourse analysis of –English 

and Spanish– language press coverage of educa(on.  This methodology will highlight the way in which ethnicity,  

immigra(on status, and language spoken at home have become significant fronts in the ba�le to “reform” public schools 

in a working-class La(no neighborhood experiencing gentrifica(on, Pilsen. 
 

Presenta�on: Wednesday, October 27, 2010 at 12:30pm 

Rocio Ferreira, Faculty Fellow 2009 - 2010 

Associate Professor of Modern Languages| College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

Yuyanapac / Para Recordar / To Remember: Memory, Displacement, and Poli�cal Violence in Contemporary Peruvian 

Culture 
 

There are fundamental ques(ons of cultural responses to the Peruvian “dirty war” history (1980-2000) and fills a vitally 

important gap in the field of La(n American studies.  This project draws on Walter Benjamin’s theories of the allegorical 

and the mournful memory, and theore(cal wri(ngs on trauma, gender, cinema, performance, La(n American, and  

cultural studies to analyze cultural responses to the devasta(ng experience of poli(cal violence and increased  

authoritarianism that have been produced during and a^er Peru’s Dirty War.  It addresses how the recent poli(cal history 

of La(n American (the emergence of military dictatorships and the subsequent return to democracy that took place in the 

last decades of the past century) represented in culture engages a search for ways of conceiving the idea of mourning and 

allegory in order to overcome the trauma.  Once of the goals of this research is to shed light on the diverse ways in which 

culture has resisted silencing, oblivion, and indifference, and has constructed alterna(ve approaches to the understanding 

of trauma(c reality through innova(ve reflec(ons on the transmission of social memory. 
 

Presenta�on: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 at 12:30pm 
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A bilingual journal published annually since 1997 by the Center for La(no Research at DePaul  

University, we strive for a na(onal outlook, from a Midwestern focus.  We welcome scholarly  

research ar(cles, academic book reviews, and interviews per(nent to La(no communi(es in the U.S., 

the Caribbean, and La(n America, as well as ar(cles and perspec(ves that help bridge barriers  

between academic and local communi(es, with a�en(on to diverse U.S. La(no experiences, recent 

La(no immigra(on and places of origin, including indigenous voices.  Each issue emanates from ideas 

around a theme, with the “Call” published in the preceding volume. 

NEW ISSUE NO. 14 

Lana/o and Lan American Poverty & Inequality 
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REDESIGNED BROCHURE 
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In January, the Center for La(no Research released the 2010 issue of its journal Diálogo, themed 

“Indigeneity: Local and Global Crossroads,” with a recep(on and small exhibit by the featured ar(st, 

Miki’ala Catalfano. 
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This year the Center for La(no Research launched a new annual panel Current Issues in La�no USA, 

during Winter Quarter, comprised of a panel of experts from a variety of perspec(ves, to address the 

La(no experience in the US, with focus on the Chicago area. 
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CELEBRACION DE NUESTRA AMERICA 

The Center for La(no Research and the La(n American and La(no Studies Program jointly organize a 

series of events throughout the academic year.  The celebra(on began as a quarter-long series and 

has grown into a year-long program, in large part due to the interest and energy of La(na/o students.  

The main purpose of the series is to raise community awareness of the social consequences brought 

on by the clash of cultures in the Americas.  For 2010-2011, programming revolved around the gen-

eral theme “Reflec(ons on Independence: Ci(zenship & Belonging in the Americas.”  In the past 

years, the series has invited a diverse group of U.S.-La(no and La(n American intellectuals, writers, 

poets, poli(cal and community leaders, ar(sts and performers to share with the DePaul University 

community their talents, knowledge and insights on the region’s most salient problems and issues. 
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LATIN AMERICAN & LATINO STUDIES ARCHIVES 

The La�n American & La�no Studies Archives at the John T. Richardson Library house all CLR  

Publica(ons, historical ar(facts such as posters, photographs, and primary source documents of  

Historical significance to the La(no communi(es of Chicago.  Our collec(ons include the Young Lords 

Collec�ons, the La�no Ins�tute Papers, the Venceremos Brigade Collec�on of Cuban documents and 

books, the Mirta Ramirez Collec�on and the Luz Maria Umpierre Collec�on. 
 

Visit collec(ons at: h�p://library.depaul.edu/Collec(ons/resourceList.aspx 

OCCASIONAL PAPERS SERIES 

The Nuestra América Occasional Papers Series in La(n and La(n American issues provides a forum for 

scholars and ac(vists from all areas of exper(se on La(nos in the United States and La(n America.  

The series welcomes and encourages contribu(ons from scholars in all disciplines. 
 

Visit series at: h�p://las.depaul.edu/la(noresearch/Research 

ORAL HISTORIES PROJECT 

For many years CLR has conducted oral histories in the Chicago urban community.  Completed  

projects include the voices of ac(vists of the Young Lords Organiza(on, and interviews conducted by 

Mirta Ramirez.  These collec(ons are archived in the University Libraries (transcrip(ons and  

documents) as well as the CLR library (digital and video recordings).  Work is underway on a 

Mexico-Chicago collec(on and a literary writers collec(on. 
 

Visit project at: h�p://las.depaul.edu/la(noresearch/Research 
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The Center for La(no Research sponsors ar(s(c exhibits, film series, poetry and drama(c events in 

Spanish, conferences and events in conjunc(on with various en((es at DePaul and in the community. 
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The Center for La(no Research, in conjunc(on with La(n American and La(no Studies, houses an  

extensive collec(on of films, documentaries, event and lecture recordings, and books and subscrip(on 

on La(no and La(n American subjects.  All materials are available for use to DePaul students, faculty, 

and staff, as well as non-DePaul members. 


