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Hans Stille (1876-1966) was an outstanding German geologist with international recognition for his life time achievements both in his holistic 
geoscientific research, reaching well beyond his focus interests in tectonics and geotectonics, and through his role as Ordinary Member of the 
Prussian Academy of Sciences (he was elected as Academician in 1933) and his pivotal contribution to revive the German Academy of Sciences           
in Berlin during challenging times immediately after WWII.  
            The potential existence of a zinc selenide was confirmed in 1937 by Paul Ramdohr (Sindeeva, 1964). Ramdohr (1956) reported that he had 
definitely identified a selenide of zinc which he had named stilleite (ZnSe) in honour of the German geologist Stille. The mineral was discovered in 
ore from Shinkolobwe (today’s DR Congo), where it forms microscopic segregations in linnaeite (Sindeeva, 1964).  
            Our contribution features the main mineral characteristics of stilleite, illustrated by newly taken images in reflected light. 
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Erstbeschreibung von STILLEIT durch Paul Ramdohr (1956)  

Umangite, klockmannite, stilleite,  ?clausthalite;  
x 50 magnification, in plain polarized light 
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Umangite and stilleite (with internal reflections), 
x 50 magnification, in crossed polars  

Umangite Cu3Se2, x 10 magnification, 
reflected light digital image in crossed polars  
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Stilleite in selenide ore from Santa Brígida mine, Sañogasta, Chilecito department, La Rioja, Argentina (Specimen: A P Millman collection: 5333)   

Full description at MinDat Photo Gallery of Chris J. Stanley: http://www.mindat.org/gallery-8203.html    
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