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In 1837, Captain James Mangles
leftthe Swan River Colony in Western
Australia bound for England. On
board his ship, the Hero, was a
collection of plant specimens from
James Drummond, the State's first
Covernment Botanist. In 1839 john
Lindley,  Professor  of  Botany at
London's University College, named
t w o  s p e c i m e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e
collected by Drummond, as Coly'lrix
breviseto.

ln 1987, a subspecies of the
starflower Colytrix breviseta was
recognised and named as the
subspecies stipulosa. As a result the
Lypical Colytrix breviseto, ot swamp
sta rflower, became known as Colytrx
breviseto subsp. brevlseto. lt ls
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r
subspecies (stipulosa) by its longer,
linear leaves and longer petals.

The swamp starflower forms an
attractive erect or spreading shrub
up to about40 cm tall. Purple flowers

with numerous stamens are scattered
along the branchlets. lt is found
growing in winter-wet depressions
in low heath of  feather f lowers
(Verticordia acerosa and V. plumoso).

Since the origina I collections, only
a few specimens of the swamp
starflower were known to exist, with
the last herbarium collection made
in 1915.lthad been presumed extinct
with the likelihood of its rediscovery
seeming remote - the known plant
sites were from Perth suburbs that
have since been largely cleared.

In November 1990, Anne Kelly
and Amanda Spooner, consultant
botanistswith the Flora Conservation
Research Program ofthe Department
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  L a n d
Management (CALM), discovered a
population of the plant on private
land in one of Perth's eastern suburbi.

In 1991, the swamp starflower
was gazetted as "declared rare flora"
and a management strategy was

drawn up by CALM to protect it. Thrs
involves liaising with the landowners,
m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s i t e  a n n u a l l y ,
collecting of seed for long-term
storage and, if possible, acquiring
the site as a conservation reserve.

The dieback disease caused by
Phytophthoro cinndmomi has since
been identi{ied at the site and i6
long-term ecological impact on the
starflower could be significant.

Further surveys in similar areas
may reveal other populations, and
the development of propagation
techniques may allow the cultivation
of the swamp starflower. In these
ways we may be fortunate to see
more of this rare and attractive plant.

by Suzanne (urry
and Anne Kelly
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SYD SHEA & JIM SHARP

FROGS IN THE GARDEN
GBANT WAFDELL.'OHNSON t6

SEAGRASS SURF AND SEA LIONS
CABOLYN THOMSON & GREG POBAR

WILUAM DAMPIER
SUANNE CURRY 28

Nature-based tou^m is a rapidlg-
grouing industry and WA is poised to
take a slice of that $owth. See'Our
Natural Advantage' on page 10.

Frogs can be an interesting addition to
ang suburban natiue garden. Grant
Wardell-Johraon describes how to
attract them to Aour gardm on page 16.

OUTER CITY SANCTUARY
ROD GIBTTTT 35

FALSE FLOWERS
NEVILI.I MABCHANT

FOOTPRINTS ON THE SANDS OF TIME
KEN McN/rlrABA & NIGEL lREwlN

OIL IN THE I.EAVES
UZ BARSOUR & JOHN BARTIT

IN PERSPECTIVE
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'Seagrass, Surf and Sea Lioru' (page
21) are just some of the features of a
string of islands that dot the WA
coostline north of Lancelin.

Forrestdale Lake is an 'Outer Citg
Sanchmry' for thousands of aisiting
otd residmt wateftird& See page 35.

Whm is a flower not a flouer? Neuille
Marchant, from CALM's WA Hetbarium
tmraueh the inticacies of the State's
many 'False Flouers' on page 39.

The bull frog (Litorla moorei) is aery
large and has a uoracious appetite.
It is a frequent aisitor to gadms cnd
mag be found particula A in
greenhouses, femeries and wet areas
such as streams and ponds,

The illustration is bg Philippa
Nitulinslq, inspired bg a Peter
Marsack photogtraph, coutesu of
Lochman Iransoarmcies.

^*score 3




