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of hair-those with and those without
glands. Most of the hairs with glands are
secretory and may make some parts of
the plants clammy orviscid.In numerous
species of Goodenia and Scaeuola this
secretion develops into avarnish over the
plantwhich may crack u,ith age. fu many
plants within the family grow in arid
conditions, it has beensuggested thatthe
varnish may assist in water conservation.
It is known that some ofthese varnishes
contain substances traditionally used as
medicines by Aborigines.

WA'S OWN GENERA
Besides having the greatest number

of species of Goodeniaceae in Australia,
Western Australia is unique in having
three genera. Antholium, Verreauxia
and Diaspasis, which are endemrc
(found nowhere else) to the State. The
Eenns Anthotium consists of three
species that are endemic to south-
western WA. Red anthotilJm (Anthotium
rubrifloruml, as the species name
suggests, is easily distinguished from its
relatives by its vibrant scarlet flowers,
seen in November and December. It
forms attractive tufted herbs growing to
15 centimetres tall, and is confined to
the inland areas between New Norcia
and Ravensthorpe.

The genus Veneauxia also consists
of three species endemic to south-
western WA and is  character ised
particularly by its very hairy, nutJike
ftuit that does not open when ripe.

Dlaspasri is represented by only one
species. Draspasr's filifolia was first
described in 1810 by the English botanist
Robert Brown, from his own collection,
made from King George Sound in 1801,
during Matthew Flinders' voyage in the

lAboue righl: The dwarf anthotium
| (Anthotium humile) is a tiny herb that
! is widespread but inconspicuous in the
kwongan of southem Westem Australia,
Photo -Alex George

I Righl: Tl\e distinctively nerved or
I striated corolla lobes of the royal
I robe's flowers give the plant its species
name of 'striata'.
Photo -Jiri Lochman
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I r"rt' Ngurubi or sticlq goodenia

l(G. scaewlina) is confined to
I northem Darts of WA in scrub
communities on shallow sandy soil.
Photo - Marie Lochman

lBelow: The common name of red
I lechenaultia appyopriately highlights
! the stunning red flowers of this
specles,
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

Many Western Australian Dampiera
species occur in the south-west of the
State. Contrasting in habit and flower-
colour to D. diuersifolia is thebeautiful
woolly-headed dampier a (D. er io cep hala).
This plant is an erectherb growing to 40
centimetres tall, usually with masses of
densely clustered pale lilac flowers on
leafless stems. The distinctive leaves,
clustered at the base of the stems, are
almost entirely without hairs on their
upper sufface, but have dense silvery
hairs underneath. A widespread species
in the South West, it occurs in various
habitats, oft en in burnt or disturbed sites.

Karri dampiera (D. hederaceal is
another attractive soutl-westem species
that grows in association with karrr
(Eumlptus diuersicolor) and the karri
wallle (Acacia pentaderu?r). This slender
perennial herb has tniling stems, which
sffamble over tle ground and undergrowth
in sheltered areas and along streams in tlte
forest. The leaves often have prominent
basal lobes, and the clusters of blue or
(rarely) white flowers extend out on delicate
bnnches well past the leaves.

With more than twice as many of
species as Dampiera, the genus
Goodsnia off.ers many shades of yellow
flowers. The genus honours Samuel
Goodenough (17 43-1827\, Archbishop
of Carlisle and member of the Linnean
Society. It is almost totally confined to
Australiawith most species occurrinE in
Western Australia. One of the largest
flowered is Goodenia grandiflora,
appropriately named as its petals grow
up to 2.5 centimetres long and vary in
colour-yellow, white or purplish.

Growing as an erect sub-shrub to 1.5
metres tall, it is viscid and covered with
a dense layer of hairs. The attractive
leaves are triangularto heart-shapedwith
toothed margins. A widespread species,
it is mainly confined to mountainous
areas of centnl Austalia.

Another attractive and widespread
species is  cut - leaf  goodenia (G.
pinnatifida) . This ephemeral herb has a
characteristic basal rosette of pinnatifid
or dissected leaves. The yellow flowers
are displayed on long flowering stalks
that extendwell pastthe leaves. Avariable
species, iI occurs in avariety ofhabil^ats in
all States ofAustralia except Queensland.

SPECTACULAR
LECHENAULTIA

Danpiera md Goodmia may offer
us glorious shades of blue and yellow,
butno genuswithinthe familycan match
the spectacular colo urs of Lechenaultu,
with its stunning shades of red, blue,
mauve, white or yellow. The attractlve
generic name honours Jean-Baptiste
Louis-Claude-Th€odore Leschenault de
la Tour, botanistwith Nicholas Baudin's
expedition to Australia from 1800-1804.

This relatively small genus consists
of fewer than 30 species, most ofwhich
are confi ned to the south-west of WesteIn
Australia. They are commonly glabrous
herbs or small shrubs, often with
suckering stems. Their usually linear
leaves grow alongthe length ofthe stem,
and the fruits are capsule-like and
elongated. They have become the most
widely cultivated member of the family.
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Salinitg is a problem in the State's
south-west, but famers, communitia
and gouemmmt agencies are working
to frnd solutions. See page 39.

The thick-bilbd grasswren is one of
se\eral animak that mag be
reintroduced to Shark Bag as part of
an ambitious project. See 'Retum to
Eden' on page 22.
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A giant dragonlly lites in the south-
west of Westem Australia. You csn
lind out more about this ancient
relict of the jaffah forest in 'Westem

Petalura' on page 52.
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Urceen for more than 100 gears and
belieued to haue bem extinct, Gilbert's
potoroo tumed up quite unexpectedlg,
See page 28.

F low e r arr ang ements fea t uing
eucolgptus foliage are becoming
popular uith florists. Find out uh! on

The sttmning rogal roDe (Scaevola
striat is one ofa host of fabulous
fanflowers found in Westem Australia.
Suzanne Curry discusses this and other

Goodeniaceae on page 10.

The illustration is bg Philirya
Nikulinskg-
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