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Pavonia burchellii (DC.) Dyer

A.recent opportunity 1or botanical exploration in the Kimberley region of
northwestern Australia resulted in the unexpected discovery of a Pouonlo frod one of
the nofthernmost sites in this area, near the tip of the Bougainville Peninsula. Sub-
sequent study reveals that it is the same species as that treated and illustrated bv
pg1-um Waaikes r l966r  as Potoniq prncumb"no rWighr  & Arnor l  Walpers.  l r  rhus
bridges the gap acros-s the Timor Sea tiom Malesia to Australia and constitutes a plaus-
ible range extension for the species, as well as a new record for Australia. The new iecord
rs as lollows:

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: beach near NE end of Bougainville Peninsula [14.01,S,
126'00 'El : . .among basal r ic  boulders.above h igh t ide:  sp ieading shrubs 0.51. [  m ra l l ;
f loners ye l low orange.  the geni la l ia  det l ined:  common in shade.-J4 June 19g5.  Fryxel i .
Creuen & Steu)qrt 1'196 (BM, CANB, CTES. DNA, MO, PERTH, US, pf).

Pauonitr burche ii and P. hastata may be distinguished by means ofthe following key:

A. Leaves narrowly hastate, 2.5-5 times as long as wide, stellate
puberulent or scabridulous (the hairs <0.1 mm); corolla pink or laven-
der with darker center; pedicels subequal to subtending Ieaves.......... P. hqstata

A. Leaves_ broadly cordate-ovate, about as wide as long, often shallowly
3 lobed or 3-angled, stellate-pubescent {the hairs c. 0.5 mm); corolla
yellow-orange; pedicels shorter than subtending Ieaves........................ P. burchelLii

Additional study reveals that this species presents a rather complex and extensive
synonymy and that a name other than that used by Borssum Waalkes is the correct
name. Since this synonymy does not seem to have been presented previously in full, and
since the species in question has an extended distribution around the Indian Ocean from
southern Africa to Malesia and (now) Australia, and since it is known by different names
in various floras (see Table 1), it seems desirable to record the details of the svnonvmv.
The species is quite variable over this range, which accounts tbr the rich sy"o,ly-y, but
seems best to be interpreted as a single variable species.
Pquonia burchelLll (DC.) Dyer, Kew Bull. 1932: 152 (7932). Althaea burchellii DC.
Prodr. 1: 438 (1824). Type: Cape Province, BurchelL 2557 (G-DC, as microfichel).
Ur-ena mollis R. Br. in Salt, Voy. App. 65 (1814), nom. nud. Based on: Abyssinia, in
inlerioni regione montis Scholoda, Schimper 364 (GH!); Chelicut, Sol, s.n. (MO!).
Lebretoni.a procumbens Wight & Arn. Prodr. Fl. Pen. Ind. Orient. 1: 47 (1834\. Pauonia
procumbens (Wieht & Arn.) Walp. Repert. Bot. Syst. 1: 301 ([Sep] 1842), non Casaretto
([Oct] 1842). Type: WalLich 2668 (lecto: K).
Lebretonia cernua Span. Tllnnaea 15; 168 (1841). Paro nia cernua (Span.) Walp. Repert.
Bot. Syst. 2: 790 (1843). Type: "fimor, Spanoghe s.n. (BO, K, L).
Pauonia hraussianc Hochst., Flora 27: 293 (1844). ?ype: inter arundines prope Il.
Umlaes, Natal, Krouss 338 (specimen unknown).
Hibiscus hraussianus Buching ex Hochst. Flora 27: 293 (1844). Pauonia hrqussiana
(Buching ex Hochst.) Walp. lepert. Bot. Syst. 5: 90 (1845), non Hochst. (1844). ?ype:
in sylvis primitivis prope fl. Kuysna, George, Krauss 7569 (specimen unknown). 

-

Lebretonia gl.echomaefoLla A. Rich. Tent. Fl. Abyss. I: 54 (1,84'l). Pauonia gl.echomifoLia
(A. Rich.) Garcke ex Schweinf. Beitr. Fl. Aethiop. 1: 54 (1867). ?ype: Abyssinia, in
regione maritima Choho dicta, Perlf s.n. (P).

Lebretoniq ecuminata A. Rich. Tent. Fl. Abyss. 1: 53, t. 13 (1847). Type: Abyssinia,
prope Axum, Schinper 1498 (lecto: K! MOI).
Pauonia crenet(tHochst. ex A. Rich. Tent. FI. Abyss. 1: 53 (1847), pro syn. (nom. nud.).
Based on: Schimper 1498, 1910 (MO!).
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Pauonia macrophylla E. Meyer ex Harv. & Sond. Fl. Cap. 1: 169 (.7894). Pentameris
macrophy\IaE. Meyer in Drdge, Zwei Pflanzengeogr. Dokum. 147, 160, 210 (1843), nom.
nud. Type: Natal, Drdge s.n. (specimen unknown).

Pauonta leptoclado Ulbr. Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 51: 60 (1913). Lectatype'. Southwest Africa,
Hereroland, Otjikango bei Okahandja, Dinter 527 (specimen unknown).

Pauonia ctenophoro Ulbr. Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 57: 122 (1921). Syntypes: Sudan, Dar-Fur,
Gebel Barkin Distr., Surutj, PfuncL 245 (specimen unknown); Gebel Chusus von Dar-
Fur, Pfund 247 (specimen unknown).

Pcluonia meebo\dii Ulbr. Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 57: 722 (7927\. ?ype: Vorderindien, Madura,
bei Bodinaikonur, MeeboLd 13558 (specimen unknown).

Pauonia coxii Tadulingham & Jacob, J. Ind. Bot. Soc. 5; 11 (1926). ?ype: India,
Coimbatore. Cor 59B (K).

Borssum Waalkes (1966, p. 136) notes that although the name Pauonia patens
(Andrews) Chiovenda has been applied to this species in several recent works (see Table
1), the basionym, Sid.a patens Andrews (1809) concerns a plant that is clearly not a
Pauoniq on the basis of the published plate and description; no t1pe specimen for this
name has been traced.

Pavonia Praemorsa Willd.

This African species was recently found growing as a cultivated ornamental in a
earden in Perth, Western Australia. Only a unicate collection was possible;the specimen
is currently retained in the author's herbarium. The citation is as follows:

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Como, South Perth, in garden of Windsor Lodge Motel;
cultivated shrub 1- 1.5 m; flowers yellow, drying reddish, 25 April 1983, Fryrell 38a6 (pf).

There is no evidencelhal P. praemorso occurs indigenously in the Australian flora.

r am sraterur to Lvn craven t:J;:T::tffT:1,1io' to tr," specimen couected by
Robert Brown, and I am grateful to him and J. McD. Stewart for participation in joint
field work and for tolerating my enthusiasm lbr the discovery of Psuonlo on the
Bougainville Peninsula.
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