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Figure 1. Ne cia elfitsa. A - standard; B,C-wings; D-keel; E - gynoecium; F - sectioned ovary showing
ovules; G - adaxial view ofsectioned ovary showing ovule arrangement; H - stamen, lateral view; I - calyx,
adaxial view;J - calyx, lateral view; K - leaf, adaxial view; L leaf, abaxial view; M , leaf, lateral view with

stipules and section of branchlet. Dlawn ftom the type.
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Diffuse, open, spreading, straggling rrrubsto c.1m tall and across. Stems and branchlets rigid,
diffuse, grey-velutinous. .Leaves widely spreading, temate, simple, entire, narrowly oblong-elliptic,
rigid, gently sigmoid, scarcely recurved at apex, mucronate, 1-2.5 cm long, 3 4 mm wide, glabrous;
mid-nene shallow\y impressed above, thickened and prominent below; venation densely reticulate,
very thick below with areoles impressed-punctate; pellole c. 2 mm long, grey-velutinous; sfrprle,t
conspicuous, filiform,2 3 mm long. Flowers 2-6 in'tery condensed, fascicleJike axillary racemes,
subsessile on pedicels to 0.5 mm long, 10 mm long; ,racb caducous, trifid, grey sericeous, c. 4 mm
long. Callx 4-5 mm long, white-villous; lobes triangular, upper two united for T/8 oflength, broadly
acute, lower three acutel standud strongly exserted from calyx, transversely broad-elliptic, retuse,
6 mm long (excluding 3.5 mm claw), 9 mm wide, adaxially apricot-coloured with red-maroon
markingstowards centre, abaxially red-maroon; wlngs obovate, 8 mm long, apricot-coloured in distal
half, otherwise red-maroon; /reel longitudinally half broad-obovate, 8 mm long, red-maroon.
Stamensfree,Smm long; ovary 2mm long, shortly pubescent at base, otherwise covered with antrorse
silky hairs to 2 mm long; ovules 2. Pod not seen.

Distribution. Endemic to the Stiding Botanical District of south west Western Australia, with one
known locality in the north-west comer of Lake Grace Shire. (Figure 3)

Habitat. Grows in mallee over mixed scrub l- 1.2 m high on gravelly soil. Vegetation is typical (for

the region), diverse natural scrub with mixed species composition inclLtding Dryandra spp.,
Allctcasuqrina humllls (Otto & Dietr.) L. Johnson, lambertia, Datiesia, and Leptospermum.
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'selndqs ou ere e:eq1 puu 'pe,rrnce; ,(13uo4s erour pue (3uo1
urru S c) Jouoqs qcmu eft seluel slr tnq ',roleq uoqeue^ J"al elrlcund pesserdrur Surl?q ur ,(lt?rJadse
'J"lrurs sr osl€ rrlr:uJundotcwa7,1 (utut71 o1 dn):e8uo1 e:u setndqs eql puu 'qleauaq seloare passerdull
f1deep s4cuy q.rq,r uoq€ue^ snoruo:popedsu:c qll.\\ sa^€al (epl,r uIuI Z c) fteull']care 3ur^uq ur
sJeJJrp reuEt eqt tnq 'se^Eel ,$oJ.reu pu" selndqs snoncrdsuoc eql Jo enur^ ,{q .r1rrrd4s l\v/ o1 ,(1rwlu.rs
ernos s,{\oqs U e,rrtcuusrp ,{:e,r sr la,{ 'se1n,ro o,r1 q1r,t dno:8 eql ol s8uolaqDS JIa DelaaN s]srxe
uoqetlJlss?lt tlJeueSe:1ut ou pur'prratalur urqtu'r sdtqsuotluler a loso.rot ep"urueeq seqtdutellp oN

'(€66I) rot,("J ?9 dsu3 ,{q pepr,rord sr 'DlrxuaN S:o:.pnlx:;r 'auerleqrrl4l eqrr1 eql3o e:eue8 eq1

IF ol ,(eI V uonaunsrp Jreql urelunrx ol elqrsues sruees tr elrq,ru"eu :r:eue8 aseqt ;o drqsuorlelar
aql a,rloser o1 ldrualp u" ur serpqs .relncaloru 1no Surfrrtc sr roqtnu tsrJ eql l1I:oqd sBrloluosuof
eureu eql ueqt 'peurquroc eruereue8 aseql JI oluosuo[ utoq,43oloqd]ou leJogtueJeJJrp qtr,l.r treql€
'oJUSatt 

N pue otqw N 
'Duoa4Dal 

N zld 'sre,\\ou pellulllod-prrq per a8rel e,rrq urrualur;o sarceds
etuos pue 'aauacselogul 

Jo ad^l au?s aql a^€q qtog cueue8uoc eq ,(lrl DlJwaN pue DruosuDl12gl
pelvcrpur saq (ssudul) dsu3,{q srs,(pue cqsrpuplueJeJ?'JeAe,roH secuecserogur esouace:,{1uado
"JouJ seq Duas(rlrrl€' pue 'sJe,trog pa1eu111od-p:rq uee:3 ropue peJ 'eBJ"l 8ur,r.uq ur JeJJrp qtog
't2 

luo suof pr]e aua s KrlJot g ol pe$pr KIesoIJ sr oDlua N pnq JptnqotS € ur ecuecserogur eql Sutsolcue
ue{o puu 'snoJnp?c ',()[Is 'pIJIJl .{lsnor,rqo Suraq'oo] e^rlcunsrp e.rE stc€rq eqJ (0I>,{llejeueS)
sJe,\\ou,ral pu" srqJBJ lnols uoqs B qtr,$ (e1ll-.r€lsnlc ro eIII-p?eq ueuo) erueJs.l pesuapuof, "
sr qrrq,r e3uecseJouur e,\lcuqsrp slr ̂q pesou8Erp ,raou sr DlJwaN (tZ6I urtuoc) seln^o o,rl ueql
aJou fq pasr.relr?J?qase/ DlJwaN'uotldursrunalra purSuo strur s€ereq,r 'seln,\o o,&t e^€qlttt dnolS
re €[ aq] Jo sroqural^i saJuaJsoJouur pesuapuoJ puE seqol-x,{pc tceJe 'el€leJu-oJonu ou'slcelq
pgul ,{ysnor,tqo qu,r,r wnlqop4sDg lo sercads apnyrur o1 1r papuedxa pue ,{ur,{uou,{s u.ro:; snuaS eq1
pel.errnsel oq^\ '(r961) uo1se16 ry dsu3 ,{q peugap se,tr orrualg;o uoqdt:csunc;rc lueserd aq1

'.reqrunu uerurcads z ,{q o1 per-Iege: Sureq sauo pequcsapun
eql 'sarJads u.roul ll" sepnlcur ,{e1 8ur,ro11og aql uo[nqrJlsrp ur pelrulsal Ktatt aw'osn$a 77
Supnlcur'sJaqlo pJe^es pur 'lJurlxe peurnserd st'lruumaqal N 

'.euo peqrJrsepun aJu qcq.r Io
ual'se-IJeds u,$ou{ 0t c qlr,4 "rl?.rlsnv uJotsed\ tse,r-qtnos ur snue8 cnuepua uu sLDnwatrl &tuTlly

'serceds srql ;o llquq ql,tror8
eql ol sJeJeJ puE 'Surpeerds ro 3uq33e4s su€eur 'uqe'I uroq 'osnJ{a ]3tq]lde x$rJeds eqJ '(Solout(i{

'uourtuoJ Jo p€eJdsaprn 1ou sr osnSa N t?ql slseSSns sql ?lle:1snv
uJelselA Jo uo6ar 3leq1eeq.r ureqtnos eql Jo zu{ 0gZ'll c Jo (Joqlns puores eqt ,{q) uorlule8e.t
tuzurxe.r Jo s,{e,uns 8ur:np eJer{,{\esle pe^Jesqo ueaq 1ou seq sarceds eqt put ',{tqrcol ed,{1 aq1 1u
pe^resqo eJe,tl I2sfiJaa lggo s1ue1d o,tr1,(1ug 1 f1uou4 tratr1yC'u,rou{ ,{lJood stltDls uollD^tasuoo

lsn8ny-,{1n1eq p1no,r uosues eBuJeAu ue v Dsnlla N
ro; porrad 3uue,rog eqt t"qt peJeplsuoc sr tr 'seru"lsrunrrra er{l Jepun Jolur,\\ le,r 'ploJ 'pepuelxe

ue ,4q s1ee,r 7 o1 dn :o; pe,{elep s?,r uxr?t Ueqlueq,r ,{ueur;o Suue,rog qorr{,r ur euo lzuo4decxe
uE 're^e/t\oq 's€,r l?e,( lP-ql Z66I lsn8ny e1e1 ur ronog IInJ ur eJe/r slu?ld pouad Suuauolg

,\/{D n,.,z,N \uDur! oh HlpucdsuJ Cl\



228 Nuytsia Vol. 9, No. 2 (1993)

Key to N€ncia speci€s

1 Flowers large (calyx >8 mm long); petals predominently red
(b i rd -po l l ina ted  group)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

2 Expanded leaves velvety beneath, with recurved margins........................... N. vesli/a Domin

2+ Expanded leaves glabrate beneath, never velvety; margins not or
scarcely recurved.. . ... ... ... .... ..... .. 3

3 Calyx villous, tube ventricose at base; wing- and keel-petals
ovate; leaves na[owly oblong-ell iptic, scarcely emarginate......................... M rubra Crisp

3* Calyx sericeous, tube not ventricose; wing- and keel-petals
elliptic; leaves elliptic to broad-elliptic, emarginate to
obcordate N. leafuana (Drumm.) Crisp

1* Flowers smaller (calyx <8 mm long); petals predominently
ye l low or  o range w i th  dark  red  mark ings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

4 Leaves all altemate, scattered, ovate; flowers 1-3 per axil;
ca lyx  7 -8  mmlong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .M sp .  [Cr isp  6721]

4t Leaves opposite (a few may be alternate), whorled or very
crowded, variously shaped; flowers usually >3 per axillary
unit inflorescence; calyx usually <7 mm long........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

5  St ipu les  absent  o r  minu te  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

6 Leaves spreading from the base, 10-15 mm long; apex
with a long pungent point................... N. epacridoides (Meissner) Crisp

6* Leaves very crowded, appressed (at least at the base),
imbr ica te ,  <7  mm long. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

7 Leaves opposite and decussate........ ....................M sp.lCrisp 64961

7* Leaves temate (in whorls ofthree). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

8 Venation of lower leaf surface very thick, with areoles
reduced to pin-pricks; leaves broadest towards the base .....,. N, punctata (T\rcz.) Ctisp

8* Venation of lower leaf surface openly reticulate: leaves
broadest near or slightly below the middle.........................................N. carinata Crisp

5*  S t ipu les  present ,  se taceous or  f i l i fo rm,  usua l ly  consp icuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

9 Calyx indumentum two-toned; at least partly golden or
rust-coloured; with silver hairs present also, especially
towards  base o f  ca lyx  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

10 Leaves  cuneate  or  ob t ru l la te ,  o r  nar rowly  so . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11

11 Leaves with margins recurved, especially towards the
bilobed apex; upper suface darker than lower, rugose
with obscure venation; lower suface silver- or grey-
sericeous and scarcely 9labrescent.............................. M emarginata (5. Moore) Crisp

I I xl-eaf margins not recuryed, sometimes undulate or
crisped; surfaces similar in colour, glabrous or soon
glabrescent; venation conspicuous, f inely reticulate ....................12

12 Leaves obtrullate, trilobed: middle
lobe equal to or longer than
Iateral lobes ................... M sp. lOxylobium dikrtatumBenth. var. tri lobum Meissnerf

I
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22 Leayes pungent, usually tapered to base; standard
<12 mm broad;  ovu les  2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

23 Leaves in whorls of 3 or 4, broadest at or below middle,
tapered to apex ...... N. qcutq (Be h.) Domin

23xl-eaves decussate or temate (rarely some scattered),
broadest at or above middle, tapered to base
( in  N.  oboyqtq ,  tapered to  apex  as  we l l )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

24 Leaves bluish, cuneate, more or less truncate at apex....................................M sp.
24xl-eaves sometimes glaucous but never bluish, variously shaped .........................25

25 Leaves obhullate or rhombic, plicate;
flowers per axillary unit-inflorescence 6 or more .........M obovata @enth.) Crisp

25*Leaves obovate, spathulate or linear, usually
plicate but occasionally nearly flat; flowers per
un i t - in f lo rescence 1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

26 Leaves yellow-green, not glaucous, strongly plicate,
falcate overall and hooked at apex; accessory
shoots in axils ............................ N. sp. fCranfield 4538; may in fact be pliceta)

26+Leaves more or less glaucous, strongly to
scarcaly plicate, straight or scarcaly falcate
and with the apex at most slightly recurved;
accessory  shoots  lack ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 j

21 Calyx 4.5-7 mm long, sericeous to villous or
tomentose; leaves obovate or spathulate,
often naffow, sometimes nearly flat;
broadest part of leaf 3-9 mm from midrib
to margin ..... N. plicata (Tvcz.) Crisp [syn. M pauciflora (C. Gardner) Crisp]

27*CaIyx 3.8-4.2 mm long, more or less
sericeous; leaves linear, strongly plicate;
broadest part of leaf 1.9-4.1 mm from
midrib to margin... .......N. sp. [Groyes, pERTH 01052160]

22xl-eaves not pungent, or if tending to be so,
then leaves rounded at base (N. hookeri) or
ovules >3 and standard 14-15 mm broad (N. reticulata) ...........2g

28 Branchlets angular with yellow dbs; leaves as
broad as long or broader, rounded-cuneate
or -rhombic, orbicular or ovate.......................... M sp. lBraine, PERTH 010526g31

28*Branchlets terete, or if angular, then lacking
distinct yellow dbs; leaves longer than broad,
var ious ly  shaped. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

29 Venation of lower leaf sudace very thick, with
areoles reduced to pin-pdcks .................................... N. effusa Crrsp & Mollemans

29+Venation of lower leaf surface openly reticulate ..................30
30 Ovules4 ormore; calyx >5 mmlong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 1

31 Standard 14-15 mm broad; indumentum
tomentose (to villous); leaves glabrate; leaves
basically obovate, broad to l inear......................N. rerlcrlala (Meissner) Domin
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3. N. pauciflora is probably a taxonomic synonym ofN. plicata, although this question needs more
investi gation.

4. N- sp. A aff. hookerl is variable and needs detailed study. It includes the types of Gastrolobium
stowardii S.Moorc, G. spathulatumBenth. var. LatifoliwnBenth. andG. tricuspidatumMeissner vax.
subinerme Meissner, any of which may be distinct species.
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