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often broken at anthesis, persistent, yellow in lower half grading to deep red in upper half. Hlpanthium
broadly turbinate, 2.5 mm long, glabrous, prominently 5-ribbed; reflexed green appendages cuneate,
obtusely rounded, I mm long, thick. Sepals greeni sh yellow to yellow with a deep red orreddish bronze
fringe, horizontal,4-4.5 mm long, the laminatransversely elliptic, 1 mm long,2.5 mm wide;lobes 8- 10,
fimbriate;reflexed lobes pale yellow with red fringe, orbicular, audculate on prominent concave stalk,
scadous, fimbriate, c. 4 mm long, 5 mm wide, concealing hypanthium. Petals yellow with red spots,
erect, concave, crown-like and closed around style after anthesis, ovate,4.5-5 mm long, the lamina
2.5-3 mmlong,2-Z.3 mm wide, fimbriate, deeply so across apex;auricles small. Stam ens at hrst curved
inwards but then recurved and the anthers opening outwards, 1.8-2 mm long, united with staminodes
for c. 1/2length; anthers 0.5-0.6 mm lo l|,g, staminode s 2-2.3 mm long,linear, the ftee part prominently
glandular, abruptly narrowed and acute. Sryle pink with red apex, curved to lower side offlower, then
sigmoidtowards apex,6-7 mrn long, thick; beard unilateral, dense, overc. l mm below apexonoutside
of curve; hairs c.0.2 mm long. OvulesSor9.

Distribution qnd hqDitat. Occurs north-east of Yuna (Figure 3). Grows in yellow sand on the lower
slopes of sand dunes and in the intervening swale, in open shrubland with Grevillea candclabroi.des,
Grevillea gordoniana, Hakea bucculenta, Eucallptus, Acacia, Scholtzia. etc.

Flowering period. November-December.

Other collections examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: near Yuna, 6 Dec. 1959,C.A. Gardner 12041
(PERTH); East Yuna Reserve, 15 Dec. 1968, A.C. Bums 128 (PERTH); type localiry, E.A. George
522 L-D,525,526 & B. Moyle (PERTH).

Conservation status. CALM Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora: Priority Two - Poorly
Known Taxa. The population at the type locality extends oyerc. I kilometre andcontains c. 200 plants.
It is on a farm but is protected by the owners. The two other localities have not been sought out.

Etymology . The specific epithet is from the Latin ae reus - btonze atd.flos - a flower, in reference to
the colour of the flowers. The combination of red and yellow gives an overall impression of bronze.

Discussion. Verticordia aereiflora is in srbg. Eperephes, sect. Pennuligera, and is related on the one
hand to V. chrysostachys Melsner and on the other to V. dichroma A.S. George. It differs from both
in the small groups offlowers (1-3) and smaller petals. It differs further fromV. chrysostachys inthe
yellow and red colour and the smaller le ayes. FrcmV. dichroma it also differs in the longerpeduncles,
shorter stamens and short hairs ofthe style beard. Neither relative has been found close to the locality
where the new species occurs.

In the Key to species given in George (1991), this species and V. x eurardyensis (descri.bed below)
would key out to couplet 93, which should be modified as follows:

93a Style hairs 0.2-0.5 mm long

94a Peduncles2.5-4mmlong;flowersgoldenorpaleyellow.........................V.chrysostachys

94b Peduncles 0.5-2 mm long, sometimes to 3 mm; flowers cream to silvery
pink, pink-maroon, maroon, magenta, or yellow and deep red to bronze

95a l,eaves 1-4 mm long; flowen pink-maroon, maroon, magenta, or yellow
and deep red to bronze; style curved, sigmoid or geniculate below apex
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Figure l. A-C Verticordia aereiflora. A ' flowering branchlet (x1); B - flower with 2 sepals and petals removed,
bracteoles intact (x3); C - style (x3). D-C y€rtico ia apecta.D - fToweing branct et(xl);E-flowerwith2sepals
and petals and pafi ofhypanthium removed (x3); F - petal (x4);G - astamen and 2 staminodes (x6) Drawn by Margaret
Pieroni.
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F igu re2 .A ,B ,C ,F , I -Ve / t i co iaxeu ra f t l r ens i r 'D 'G ' J -V rp i c l t l dsubsp . rp i ' a l 4EH 'K -Vd i ch romava r '
diihroma. A - floweing branctrlet (xl); B - flower, with 2 sepals and p€tals and halfthe androecium removed (x3);

C-E - hypa.nthium (x3); F-H - petal (x3); I-K - style (x3) Drawn by Margaret Pierom'

F lowering pe riod, October-November.

other collections ex.omined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Type locality,30 Nov 1992' Mqrgqret

Qricte 6-10 (PERTH).

conservatton status. cAlM conservation codes for western Australian Flora: Priolity one - Poorly

Known Taxa.. There are 30 plants over a distance of 3-4 km. The location is on a pastoral lease but

is protected by the present lessees.

Etyntogy- Epithet formed from the name of the pastoral station on which the species occurs, with the

Latin suffix -ensis indicating origin or place

? )
M " w

P,N'v"**
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Figure 3. Dislribution of Vefiicoftlia aereiJlorc (a), V. dpecta (al, V x eurardyensis (Ql xd V. luteola var' rusea lL)

Distribution qndhabirat. OccuIS to the north and south ofEneabba (Figure 3). Grows on plain in deep

white sand, in shrublarld with Eucalyptus todtianq, Banks i4 attenuata, Bqnksia menziesit, Xylomelum

an gustifoliun, C alothqtnnu s etc.

F lowering period. December-January.

Other collection exqn ined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Type locality, 12 Dec. 1993, E.A George529,

542A-F,H,l, M. Pieroni & A.Tinker (PERTT{).

Conservation status. CALM Conservation Codes for Western Australian Flora: Priority One - Poorly

Known Taxa The population extends over c. 6 km.

Etymology. The varietal epithet is taken from the Latin roseas - pink, in reference to the flower colour.

Discussion. The publication of this taxon creates the autonym V. luteola A.S. George'var. luteolq.

Var. rosea differs fromtypicalyar.luteola essentially in its pink flowers that open about a month later

than those of var. lu teola. The lea\es are slightly larger (2.5-3.5 mm in var' futeola), the petal fringe

lotger (2-2.5 mm in var. luteola) and the stamens and staminodes longer (1.5 mm and I mm

respectively it var. luteola)- The locality is to the west and south-west of the distribution of var.

luteolq.
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