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FLORA

IMELEA is a genus of over 100 these, Pimelea (17 88), becoming the
accepted name.

Common nomes
ono

cultivotion
In South Australia and the eastem

states of Australia, pimeleas are
commonly known as riceflowers.
WestemAustralianpimeleas are more
commonly known by Aboriginal
names. An example is the Bunjong,
which is well-named botanically as
Pimelea spectabilis since its
particularly large inflorescences of
very long flowers are amongthemost
spectacular in the genus. Two other
Western Australian species, Rose
Banline (Pimelea rosea) and Coastal
Banjine (P imelea ferruginea), both
with beautiful deep pink flowers, have
become well known hofticuliurally.
The latter, in particular, is widely
cultivated, and is prized for its natural
domed shape that could only be
achieved in most shrubs by careful
prunlng.

Economic importonce
One characteristic of members of

the family Thymelaeaceae is their
very stringy bark which has been
widely used by indigenous peoples
in Australia and other parts of the
wo d for string-making. In Westem
Australia, the repofied Aboriginal
uses of th is  f ibre inc lude f ish ing l ines
and fine-meshed nets.

One of the most widespread
species, Pimelea microcephala, also
appears to have been one ofthe most
useful (see "Useful Bush Plants." by
P. Bindon). It was known in the
Murchison area of Westem Australia

almost world-wide plant group,
shrub species belonging to an

the
Dapbne family (Thymelaeaceae). It
has proved to be a particularly
adaptable genus in Australia,
extending across the full extent ofthe
mainland and throughout Tasmania,
and occupying a surprising diversity
ofhabitats ftom coastal dunes to high
alpine meadows. Beyond Australia,
it extends south-east to Chatham Island
and includes at least 17 spectes
endemic to Neu Zealand.  Only in
someparts ofthe far north ofmainland
Atxtraliais Pimelea absent, and there
itis replacedbythe very closely related
herbaceous genus Thecanthes, which
extends north to the Philippines.

HistorY
The genus was discovered, as least

as far as European botanists were
concemed,  in  New Zealand dur ing
Cook's second voyage of 1772-177 5.
The botanists who were to have
accompanied Cook on this voyage,
Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander,
were replaced at the last moment by
the German botanists Johann Forster
and his son Georg. In 1775 the Forsters
named the new genus they collected
inNew Zealand, not as Pimeleabtt as
B anks ia inhonour of Sir Joseph Banks.
It was only by a kind of botanical
accident that the genus lost this name,
as this was the earliestuse ofthe name
Banksia and should have been
retained.

In 1782,  however ,  Car l  von
Linnaeus (the younger) decided that
the Forsters '  Banksia was not
sufficiently distinct to be treated as a
separate genus and included its specres
under an African genus. Passerina.
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that had been named by his father ofthe same name (also
considered to be the father of modem botany). At the
same time the youngerLinnaeus reuse dthename Banksia
for a genus in the Proteaceae. This would not have been
allowed under the cunent rules ofbotanical nomenclah-xe,
but the new use ofthe name became so well accepted that
eventually, in 1940, the name Banlcia was officially
conserved for its current use.

Meanwhile a series ofother generic names had been
published for the Forsters' genus, with the oldest of

by the Aboriginal name Gundagarrie and is known in
other States as Mallee Riceflower. This is one of the
relatively few species to have berries; most pimeleas
have a dry fiuit. In addition to its sweet edible benies
and use for string-making, Gundagarrie can also be used
for relieving throat and chest complaints with a drink
produced from its root bark.

The vegetative parts of Pimelea species may
commonly be toxic, as at least 13 species have been
reported to cause stock poisoning.
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